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ACT  I. 

SCI:NE  I.— Some.    A  Street. 
Unter  ElavIUS,  Marullus,  and  a  Balhle  o/ CITIZENS. 
Flai\  Ilence  ;  liome,  you  idle  creatures,  get  you  liome  ; 
Is  this  a  holiday  ?    "What !  know  you  not, 
Being  mechanical,  you  ought  not  walk. 
Upon  a  labouring  day,  without  the  sign 
Of  your  profession  ?— Speak,  what  trade  art  thou  ? 

1  at.  Why,  Sir,  a  cari)enter. 

Mar.  ~Where  is  thy  leather  apron,  and  thy  rule  ? 
"What  dost  thou  with  thy  best  apparel  on  ? — 
You,  Sir ;  what  trade  are  you  ? 

2  at.  Truly,  Sir,  in  respect  of  a  fine  workman,  I  am  ])u(,  iis 
you  would  say,  a  cobbler. 

Mar.  ]3ut  what  trade  art  thou  ?    Answer  me  directly. 

2  at.  A  trade,  Sir,  that,  I  hope,  I  may  use  with  a  .'^afe  con- 
science ;  which  is,  indeed.  Sir,  a  mender  of  bad  soles. 

Mar.  What  trade,  thou  knave ;  thou  nau^dity  knave,  what 
trade  ? 

2  at.  Nay,  I  beseech  you,  Sir,  be  not  out  with  me :  yet  if  you 
be  out,  Sir,  I  can  mend  you. 
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2  JULIUS  CiESAR.  [act  I. 

Mar.  What  meanest  thou  by  that  ?  Mend  me,  thou  saucy 
fellow  ? 

2  at.  Why,  Sir,  cobble  you. 

Flav.  Thou  art  a  cobbler,  art  thou  ? 

2  at.  Truly,  Sir,  all  that  I  live  by  is,  with  the  awl :  I  meddle 
with  no  tradesman's  matters,  nor  women's  matters,  but  witli  awl. 
I  am,  indeed.  Sir,  a  surgeon  to  old  shoes ;  when  they  are  in  great 
danger,  I  recover  them.  As  proper  men  as  ever  trod  upon  neat's 
leather,  have  gone  upon  my  handiwork. 

Flav.  But  wherefore  art  not  in  tliy  shop  to-day  ? 
Why  dost  thou  lead  these  men  about  the  streets  ? 

2  at.  Truly,  Sir,  to  wear  out  their  shoes,  to  get  myself  into 
more  work.  But,  indeed.  Sir,  ^^•e  make  holiday  to  see  Ciesar,  and 
to  rejoice  in  his  triumph. 

Mar.  Wherefore  rejoice  ?    What  conciucst  brings  he  home  ? 
What  tributaries  follow  him  to  Home, 
To  grace  in  captive  bouds  his  chariot  wheels  ? 
You  blocks,  you  stones,  you  worse  than  senseless  things  ! 
O,  you  hard  hearts,  you  cruel  men  of  Rome, 
Knew  you  not  Pompey  ?    Many  a  time  and  oft 
Have  you  climb'd  up  to  walls  and  battlements, 
To  towers  and  windows,  yea,  to  chimncj'-tops. 
Your  infants  in  your  arms,  and  there  have  sat 
The  live-long  day,  ^^•ith  patient  expectation, 
To  see  great  Pompey  pass  the  streets  of  Rome : 
And  M'hen  you  saw  liis  chariot  but  appear, 
Have  you  not  made  a  universal  shout, 
That  Tyber  trembled  imderneath  licr  banks, 
To  hear  the  replication  of  your  sounds, 
Made  in  her  concave  shores  ? 
And  do  you  now  put  on  your  best  attire  ? 
And  do  you  now  cull  out  a  holiday  ? 
And  do  you  now  strew  flowers  in  his  way. 
That  comes  in  triumidi  over  Pompey's  blood  ? 
Be  gone ; 

Run  to  your  houses,  fsill  upon  your  knees, 
Pi'ay  to  the  gods  to  intermit  the  plagne 
That  needs  must  light  on  this  ingratitude. 

Flav.  Go,  go,  good  countrymen,  and,  for  this  fault. 
Assemble  all  the  poor  men  of  your  sort ; 
Draw  them  to  Tyber  banks,  and  wec]i  your  tears 
Into  the  channel,  till  the  lowest  stream 

Do  kiss  the  most  exalted  shores  of  all.  [Exeunt  Citizens. 

See,  whe'r  their  basest  metal  be  not  moved ; 
They  vanish  tongue-tied  in  their  guiltiness. 
Go  you  down  that  way  towards  the  Capitol ; 
This  way  will  I :  Disrobe  the  images. 
If  you  do  find  them  deck'd  with  ceremonies.* 

Mar.  May  Ave  do  so  ? 
You  know,  it  is  the  feast  of  Lr,])ercal. 

Flav.  It  is  no  matter ;  let  no  imnijes 
Be  hung  with  Caesar's  trophies.    I'll  about, 
*  Ornaments. 
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And  drive  away  the  vulgar  from  the  streets : 

So  do  you  too,  where  you  perceive  them  thick. 

These  growing  feathers  phick'd  from  Csesar's  wing, 

"Will  make  him  fly  an  oi'dinary  pitch ; 

"Who  else  would  soar  ahove  the  view  of  men, 

And  keep  us  all  in  servile  fearfulness,  [Exeunt. 

SCENE  II.— The  same.    A  Public  Flace. 

Enter,  in  Procession  tcith  Music,  CjiSAR;  AxTONY,  for  the 
course;  Calphuenia,  Portia,  Decitts,  Cicero,  Bkxjtcs, 
Cassixjs,  and  Casca,  a  great  crowd  folloiving,  among  them  a 
Soothsayer. 

Cces.  Calphurnia, — 

Casca.  Peace,  ho  !    Csesar  speaks.  [Mnsic  ceasen. 

Cces.  Calphurnia, — 
Cal.  Here,  my  lord. 

Cces.  Stand  you  directly  in  Antonius'  way, 
"When  he  doth  run  his  course.* — Antonius. 
Ant.  Cffisar,  my  lord. 
Cces.  Porget  not,  in  your  speed,  Antonius, 
To  touch  Calphurnia :  for  our  elders  say, 
The  barren,  touched  in  this  holy  chase. 
Shake  off  their  steril  curse. 
Ant.  I  shall  remember : 
When  Caesar  says,  I)o  this,  it  is  perforra'd. 

Cms.  Set  on ;  and  leave  no  ceremony  out.  \_Miisic. 

Sooth.  Csesar. 

Cces.  Ha !  who  calls  ? 

Casca.  Eid  every  noise  be  still : — Peace  yet  again. 

[Music  ceases. 
Cces.  Who  is  it  in  the  press,t  that  calls  on  me  ? 
I  hear  a  tongue,  shriller  than  all  the  music. 
Cry,  CsDsar :  Speak  ;  Caesar  is  turn'd  to  hear. 
Sooth.  Beware  the  ides  of  March. 
Cces.  What  man  is  that ! 

Bru.  A  soothsayer,  bids  you  beware  the  ides  of  March. 
Cces.  Set  him  before  me,  let  me  see  his  face. 
Cas.  Pellow,  come  from  the  throng :  Look  upon  Caesar. 
CcBs.  "\Vhat  say'st  thou  to  me  now  ?    Speak  once  again. 
Sooth.  Beware  the  ides  of  Alarch. 
Cces.  He  is  a  dreamer :  let  us  leave  him ; — pass. 

[Sennet.X     Exeunt  all  lid  BfiUTUS  and  CasSII'S. 
Cas.  Will  you  go  see  the  order  of  the  course  ? 
Bru.  Not  I. 
Cas.  I  pray  you  do. 

Bru.  I  am  not  gamesome :  I  do  lack  some  part 
Of  that  quick  spirit  that  is  in  Antony. 
Let  me  not  hinder,  Cassius,  your  desires ; 
ril  leave  you. 

Cas.  Brutus,  I  do  observe  you  now  of  late : 

*  A  ceremony  observed  at  the  feast  of  Lupercalia. 

t  Crowd.  t  Flourish  of  instruments. 
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I  have  not  from  your  eyes  that  gentleness. 
And  show  of  love,  as  I  was  wont  to  have : 
You  bear  too  stubborn  and  too  strange*  a  hand 
Over  your  friend  that  loves  you, 

Bru.  Cassius, 
Ee  not  deceived :  if  I  have  veii'd  my  look, 
I  turn  the  trouble  of  my  countenance 
Merely  upon  myself.    Vexed  I  am, 
Of  late,  with  passions  of  some  ditt'erenco. 
Conceptions  only  proper  to  myself, 
Which  give  some  soil,  perhaps,  to  my  behaviours  : 
13ut  let  not  therefore  my  jiood  friends  be  grieved 
(Among  which  number,  Cassius,  be  you  one) ; 
Nor  construe  any  further  my  neglect, 
Than  that  poor  13rutus,  with  himself  at  war, 
Porgets  the  shows  of  love  to  other  men. 

Cas.  Then,  Brutus,  I  have  much  mistook  your  passion,! 
By  means  whereof,  this  breast  of  mine  hath  buried 
Thoughts  of  great  value,  wo'-tliy  cogitations. 
Tell  mo,  good  Brutus,  can  you  see  your  face  ? 

Bru.  No,  Cassius:  for  the  eye  sees  not  itself, 
But  by  reflection,  by  .some  other  things. 

Cas.  'Tisjust: 
And  it  is  very  much  lamented,  Brutus, 
That  you  have  no  such  mii-rors,  as  will  turn 
Your  hidden  ^^'ortlliness  into  your  eye. 
That  you  might  see  your  shadow.    I  have  heard. 
Where  many  of  the  Ijest  respect  in  Home 
(Except  immortal  Caesar),  speaking  of  Brutus, 
And  groaning  underneath  this  age's  yoke. 
Have  wish'd  that  noble  Brutus  had  his  eyes. 

Bru.  Into  what  dangers  would  you  lead  me,  Cassius, 
That  you  would  have  me  seek  into  myself 
For  that  which  is  not  in  me  ? 

Cas.  Therefore,  good  Brutus,  be  prepared  to  hear : 
And,  since  you  know  you  cannot  see  yourself 
80  well  as  by  reflection,  I,  your  glass, 
Will  modestly  discover  to  yourself 
'J'hat  of  yourself  which  you  yet  know  not  of. 
And  be  not  jealous  of  me,  gentle  Brutus  : 
Were  I  a  common  laugher,  or  did  use 
To  staleX  vvith  ordinary  oaths  my  love 
To  every  new  protester ;  if  you  know 
That  I  do  fawn  on  men,  and  hug  them  hard, 
And  after  scandal  them ;  or  if  you  know 
That  I  profess  myself  in  banqueting 
To  all  the  rout,  then  hold  mo  dangerous.       ['FlourisJi  and  sJujif. 

Bru.  Wiiat  means  this  shouting?  1  do  fear,  tljc  people 
Choose  Cx'sar  for  their  king. 

Cas.  Ay,  do  you  fear  it  ? 
Then  must  I  lliink  you  would  not  have  it  so. 

Bru.  I  would  not,  Ciussius;  yet  I  love  him  well  :— 
*  Alien.  I  Feelings.  j  Make  stale,  clicap. 
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But  wherefore  do  you  hold  me  here  so  long  ? 

What  is  it  that  you  would  impart  to  me  ? 

If  it  be  aught  toward  the  general  good, 

Set  lionour  in  one  eye,  and  death  i'  the  other, 

And  I  will  look  on  both  indiflbrontly  : 

I'^or,  let  the  gods  so  speed  me,  as  I  love 

The  name  of  honour  more  than  I  fear  death. 

Cas.  I  know  that  virtue  to  be  in  you,  Erutas, 
As  well  as  I  do  know  your  outward  favour. 
Well,  honour  is  the  subject  of  my  story.— 
I  cannot  tell,  what  you  and  other  men 
Think  of  this  life ;  but,  for  my  single  self, 
I  had  as  lief  not  be,  as  live  to  bo 
In  awe  of  such  a  thing  a.s  I  myself. 
I  was  born  free  as  Cscsar  ;  so  were  jou : 
We  both  have  fed  as  well ;  and  we  can  botli 
Endure  the  winter's  cold,  as  well  as  he. 
For  once,  upon  a  raw  and  gusty  day, 
The  troubled  Tyber  chafing  with  her  shores, 
Ca?sar  said  to  me,  Darst  thot',  Cassius,  now 
Leap  in  n-'dh  me  into  this  anrrri/ flood , 
And  swim  to  ponder  point  I    Upon  the  word, 
Accoutred  as  I  was,  I  plunged  m. 
And  bade  him  follow :  so,  indeed,  he  did. 
The  torroit  roar'd ;  and  we  did  buffet  it 
With  lusty  sinews ;  thro\ving  it  aside 
And  stemming  it  with  hearts  of  controversy. 
But  ere  we  could  arrive  the  point  proposed, 
Civsar  cried.  Help  vie,  Cassius,  o-r  I  sink. 
I,  as  .Eneas,  our  great  ancestor, 
Bid  from  the  flames  of  Troy  upon  his  shoulder 
The  old  Anchises  bear,  so,  from  the  waves  of  Tyber 
Did  I  the  tired  Cwsar :  And  this  man 
Is  now  become  a  god ;  and  Cassius  is 
A  wretched  creature,  and  must  bend  his  botly. 
If  Gffsar  carelessly  but  nod  on  him. 
He  had  a  fever  \vlien  he  i^as  in  Spain, 
And,  when  the  fit  was  on  him,  I  did  mark 
How  he  did  shake  :  'tis  true,  this  god  did  shake  : 
His  coward  lips  did  from  their  colour  fly  ; 
And  that  same  eye,  whose  bend  doth  a^ve  the  'v\orld. 
Did  lose  his  lustre :  I  did  hear  him  groan : 
Ay,  and  that  tongue  of  his,  that  bade  the  Eomnns 
Mark  him,  and  write  his  .speeches  in  their  b'.'oks, 
Alas!  it  cried.  Give  me  some  drink,  Titinius, 
As  a  sick  girl.    Ye  gods,  it  doth  amaze  me, 
A  man  of  such  a  feeble  teinper*  shoidd 
So  get  the  start  of  the  majestic  world, 
And  bear  the  palm  alone.  ^iShovt.    Floirri.-, 

Bru.  Another  general  shout ! 
I  do  believe,  that  these  applauses  arc 
For  some  new  honours  that  are  heap'd  on  Ctcsar. 
*  Temperament. 
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Cas.  'Why,  man,  he  doth  bestride  the  narrow  world, 
Like  a  Colossus ;  and  wc  petty  men 
Walk  under  his  huge  legs,  and  ijeep  about 
To  find  ourselves  dishonourable  graves, 
ilen  at  some  time  are  masters  of  their  fates : 
The  fault,  dear  Brutus,  is  not  in  our  stars. 
But  in  ourselves,  that  we  are  underlings. 
Brutus,  and  Caisar :  What  should  be  in  that  CiBsar  ? 
"Why  should  that  name  be  sounded  more  than  yours  ? 
"Write  them  together,  yours  is  as  fair  a  name  ; 
Sound  them,  it  doth  liecome  the  mouth  as  well ; 
Weigh  them,  it  is  as  heavy  ;  conjure  them, 
Brutus  will  start  a  spirit  as  soon  as  Caisar.  iSJwni. 

Now  in  the  names  of  all  the  gods  at  once. 
Upon  what  meat  doth  this  our  Cscsar  feed, 
That  he  is  grown  so  great  ?    Age,  thou  art  shamed : 
Home,  thou  hast  lost  the  breed  of  noble  bloods ! 
When  went  there  by  an  age,  since  the  great  flood, 
But  it  Avas  famed  with  moi-e  than  witli  one  man  ? 
"When  could  they  say,  till  now,  tliat  talk'd  of  Rome, 
That  her  wide  walks  encompass'd  but  one  man  ? 
Now  is  it  Home  indeed,  and  room  enough, 
"When  there  is  in  it  but  one  only  man. 

0  !  you  and  I  have  heard  our  fathers  say. 

There  ^Aas  a  Brutus  once,  that  would  have  brook'u 
The  eternal  devil  to  keep  his  state  in  Eome, 
As  easily  as  a  king. 

Jirii.  That  you  do  love  me,  I  am  nothing  jealous ; 
"What  you  would  work  me  to,  I  have  some  aim  ;* 
How  1  have  thought  of  this,  and  of  these  times, 

1  shall  recount  hereafter  ;  for  this  present, 

I  would  not,  so  with  love  I  might  entreat  you. 
Be  any  further  moved.    What  you  have  said, 
I  will  consider ;  what  you  have  to  say, 
I  will  with  patience  hear :  and  find  a  time 
Both  meet  to  hear,  and  answer,  such  high  things. 
Till  then,  my  noble  friend,  chewf  vipon  this; 
Brutus  had  rather  be  a  villager, 
Than  to  repute  himself  a  son  of  Eome 
Under  these  hard  conditions  as  tliis  time 
Is  like  to  lay  upon  us. 

Cas.  I  am  glad,  that  my  weak  words 
Have  struck  but  this  much  show  of  fu^o  from  Brutus. 

He-enter  C^ESAE,  and  his  Train. 
Dm.  The  games  are  done,  and  Ca;sar  is  returning. 
Cas.  As  they  jiass  by,  pluck  Casca  by  the  sleeve ; 
And  he  will,  after  his  sour  fashion,  tell  you 
What  hath  proceeded,  worthy  note,  to-day. 

Urti.  I  will  do  so : — But,  look  you,  Cas.^ius, 
The  angry  spot  cloth  gUiw  on  (^Ksar's  brow, 
And  all  the  rcit  look  like  a  chidden  train : 

*  Guess.  t  Ruminate. 
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Calpliumia's  cheek  is  pale  ;  and  Cicero 
Looks  \vith  such  ferret  and  such  fiery  eyes, 
As  wo  have  seen  him  in  the  Capitol, 
Being  cross'd  in  conference  by  some  senators. 

Cas.  Casca  will  tell  us  what  the  matter  is. 

Cas.  Antonius. 

Ant.  Cfcsar. 

Ctes.  Let  me  have  men  about  me  that  are  fat ; 
Sleek -headed  men,  and  such  as  sleep  o'  nights : 
Tond'  Cassius  has  a  lean  and  hungry  look  ; 
He  thinks  too  much :  such  men  are  dangerous. 

Aiit.  Fear  him  not,  Csesar,  he's  not  dangerous. 
He  is  a  noble  Roman,  and  well  given. 

C(es.  'Would  he  were  fatter  : — But  I  fear  him  not : 
Yet  if  my  name  were  liable  to  fear, 
I  do  not  know  the  man  I  should  avoid 
So  soon  as  that  spare  Cassius.    He  reads  much ; 
He  is  a  great  observer,  and  he  looks 
Quite  through  the  deeds  of  men  :  he  loves  no  plays, 
As  thou  dost,  Antony ;  he  hears  no  music : 
Seldom  he  smiles ;  and  smiles  in  such  a  sort, 
As  if  he  mock'd  himself,  and  scom'd  his  spirit 
That  could  be  moved  to  smile  at  any  thing. 
Such  men  as  he  be  never  at  heart's  ease, 
'\Vhiles  they  behold  a  greater  than  themselves ; 
And  therefore  are  they  very  dangerous. 
I  rather  tell  thee  what  is  to  be  fear'd. 
Than  what  I  fear,  for  always  I  am  Csesar. 
Come  on  my  right  hand,  for  this  ear  is  deaf. 
And  tell  me  truly  Mhat  thou  think'st  of  him. 

\^i:xeunt  C.5ESAE  and  his  Train.     Casca  stays  leldiul. 

Casca.  Tou  pull'd  me  by  tbe  cloak  ;  Would  you  speak  with  me? 

Brr.  Ay,  Casca ;  tell  us  what  hath  chanced  to-day, 
That  Cffisar  looks  so  sad. 

Casca.  Why  you  were  with  him,  were  yoTi  not  ? 

Bru.  I  .should  not  then  ask  Casca  what  hath  chanced. 

Casca.  Why,  there  was  a  crown  olTer'd  liim  :  and  being  offer'd 
him,  he  put  it  by  with  the  back  of  his  hand,  thus  ;  and  tlien  the 
people  fell  a-shouting. 

Jini.  What  was  the  second  noise  for  ? 

Casca.  Why,  for  that  too. 

Cas.  They  shouted  thrice ;  What  was  the  last  cry  for  ? 

Casca.  Why,  for  that  too. 

JBru.  Was  the  crown  offer'd  him  thrice  ? 

Casca.  Ay,  niarrj',  was't,  and  he  ])ut  it  by  thrice,  every  tirae 
gentler  than  other ;  and  at  every  putting  by,  mine  honest  neigh- 
bours shouted. 

Cas.  AVho  offered  him  tlie  crown  ? 

Casca.  Why,  Antony. 

JBru.  Tell  us  the  manner  of  it,  gentle  Casca. 

Casca.  I  can  as  well  be  hanged,  as  tell  the  manner  of  it :  it  v>;as 
mere  foolery.  I  did  not  mark  it.  I  saw  ]\Iark  Antony  olfer  him 
ii  crown ; — yet  'twas  not  a  croAvn  neither,  'twas  one  of  these  coro- 
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nets; — and,  as  I  told  you,  he  put  it  by  once;  but,  for  all  that, 
to  my  thinking,  he  would  fain  have  had  it.  Then  he  offered  it  to 
him  again  ;  then  he  put  it  by  again :  but,  to  my  thinking,  he  was 
very  loath  to  lay  his  fingers  off  it.  And  then  he  offered  it  the 
third  time  ;  he  put  it  the  third  time  by:  and  .still  a.s  he  refused  it, 
the  rabblement  hooted,  and  clapped  their  chopped  hand.s,  and 
threw  up  their  sweaty  night-cap^,  and  uttered  such  a  deal  of 
stinking  breath  because  Ca;.?ar  refused  the  crown,  that  it  had 
almost  choked  Cfcsar :  for  he  swooned,  and  fell  down  at  it :  Ai'.d 
for  mine  own  part  I  durst  not  laugh,  for  fear  of  opening  my  lii<.s, 
and  receiving  the  bad  air. 

Cos.  But,  soft,  I  pray  you  :    What  ?  did  Ctesar  swoon  ? 

Casca.  He  fell  down  in  the  market-place,  and  foamed  at  llie 
mouth,  and  was  speechles.<. 

£ni.  'Tis  very  like :  he  hath  the  falling-sickness. 

Ccis.  No,  Caesar  hath  it  not ;  but,  you  and  I, 
And  honest  Casca,  we  have  the  falling-sickness. 

Casca.  I  knoAV  not  ^^  hat  you  mean  by  that ;  but,  I  am  sure, 
Cfcsar  fell  down.  If  the  tag-rag  people  did  not  claj)  him,  and 
hiss  him,  according  a.s  he  pleased  and  displeased  them,  a>  they 
use  to  do  the  players  in  the  theatre,  I  am  no  true*  man. 

Jiru.  "What  said  he,  when  he  came  unto  himself? 

Ca-wa.  ilarry,  before  he  fell  down,  when  he  ]ierceived  the  cout- 
mon  herd  was  glad  he  refused  the  crown,  he  plucked  me  ope  his 
dotd)let,  and  offered  them  his  throat  to  cut. — An  I  had  been  a 
man  of  any  occupation,t  if  I  would  not  have  taken  him  at  a 
word,  I  would  I  might  go  to  hell  among  the  rogues :— and  so  he 
fell.  "When  lie  came  to  himself  again,  he.said.  If  he  had  done. 
or  said,  any  thing  amiss,  he  desired  their  worships  to  think  i^j 
was  his  infirmity.  Three  or  four  wenches,  where  I  stood,  cried 
Alas,  yood  soul ! — and  forgave  him  with  all  their  hearts:  Ihil 
there's  no  heed  to  bo  taken  of  them  ;  if  Cccsar  had  stabbed  their 
mothers,  they  would  have  done  no  less. 

Bi-u.  And  after  that,  he  came,  thus  sad,  away  ? 

Casca.  Ay. 

Cas.  Did  Cicero  .say  anything? 

Casca.  Ay.  he  spoke  Greek. 

Cas.  To  wliat  effect  ? 

Casca.  Nay,  an  I  tell  you  that,  I'll  ne'er  look  you  i'  the  faro 
again:  But  those,  that  understood  him,  smiled  at  one  rinothor, 
and  shook  their  heads ;  but  for  mine  own  part,  it  was  tiroek  lo 
me.  I  could  tell  you  more  news  too :  Marullus  and  1" lavius.  for 
pulling  scarfs  off  Cfe>ar"s  images,  are  ])ut  to  silence.  I'arojou 
well.    There  was  more  foolery  yet,  if  I  could  reiuevuber  it. 

Cas.  "Will  you  sup  with  me  to-night,  Casca  ? 

Casca.  No,  I  am  promi.sed  forth. 

Cas.  "Will  you  dine  with  mo  to-morrow  ? 

Casca.  Ay,  if  I  be  alive,  and  your  mind  hoM,  and  your  dinnir 
worth  eating. 

Cas.  Good  :  I  will  expect  you. 

Casca.  Do  so:  rarewell,  both.  ^i> (7  Casca, 

Brv.  \\\va{  a  blunt  fellow  is  this  grown  to  i)e  ? 
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He  was  quick  mettle,  AAlien  he  v.-ent  to  school. 

Cos.  So  is  he  now,  in  execution 
Of  any  bold  or  noble  enterprise, 
Kovvever  he  puts  on  this  tardy  form. 
This  rudeness  is  a  sauce  to  his  good  wit. 
Which  gives  men  stomach  to  digest  his  words 
"With  better  appetite. 

Bru.  And  so  it  is.    For  this  time  I  will  leave  you : 
To-morrow  if  you  please  to  speak  with  mc, 
I  will  come  home  to  you ;  or,  if  j'ou  will, 
Come  home  with  me,  and  I  will  wait  for  you. 

Cas.  I  will  do  so  :— till  then,  think  of  the  v,  orid 

{Exit  Erl'TUS. 
Well,  Brutus,  thou  art  noble ;  yet,  I  see, 
Thy  honourable  metal  may  be  wrought 
From  that  it  is  disposed:*  Therefore  'tis  meet 
That  noble  minds  keep  ever  witli  their  likes  : 
For  who  so  firm,  that  cannot  be  seduced  ? 
Ctcsar  doth  bear  me  hard  :f  but  he  loves  Brutus : 
if  I  were  Brutus  now,  and  he  were  Cassius, 
He  should  not  humour+  me.     I  will  this  night, 
In  several  hands,  in  at  the  viindows  throw, 
As  if  they  came  from  several  citizens. 
Writings  all  tencUng  to  the  great  opinion 
That  Eome  holds  of  his  name ;  wherein  obscurely 
Caesar's  ambition  shall  be  glanced  at : 
And,  after  this,  let  Caesar  seat  him  sure ; 
For  Me  Mill  shake  him,  or  worse  days  endure.  lErif. 

SCENE  III.— The  same.    A  Street. 

Thiidder  and  Lig7itni,iy.      Enter,  from  oppo'iife  sides,   C.\.?C.v 
with  his  sword  drawn,  and  CiCERO. 

Cic.  Good  even,  Casca ;  Brought  §  you  Cresar  home  ? 
Why  are  you  breathless  ?  and  why  stare  you  so  ? 

Casca.  Are  you  not  moved,  m  hen  all  the  sway  of  earth 
Shakes,  like  a  thing  unfirm  ?    O  Cicero, 
I  have  seen  tempests,  Mhen  the  scolding  Minds 
Have  rived  the  knotty  oaks ;  and  I  have  seen 
The  ambitious  ocean  smcII,  and  rage,  and  fuam, 
To  be  exalted  Mith  the  threat'ning  clouds  : 
But  never  till  to-night,  never  till  noM", 
Did  I  go  through  a  tempest  dropping  fire. 
Either  there  is  a  civil  strife  in  heaven  ; 
Or  else  the  M-orld,  too  saucy  Mith  the  gods, 
Incenses  them  to  send  destru';tion. 

Cic,  Why,  saM' you  anything  more  M-ondcrfid? 

Casca.  A  common  .slave  (you  knoM'  him  M'ell  by  si;_lit), 
Held  up  his  left  hand,  v.-hich  did  flame,  and  burn 
Like  twenty  torches  join'd  ;  and  yet  his  hand. 
Not  sensible  of  fire,  remain'd  unscorch'd. 
Besides  (I  have  not  since  put  up  my  .s'.vord), 

*  Diverted  from  its  original  constitu'Liou. 

t  Has  an  unfavourable  opinion  of  inc.         J  Cajole.         §  Accoirj^aniiJ 
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Against  the  Capitol  I  met  a  lion, 
"W  ho  glared  upon  me,  and  went  surly  hy, 
Without  annoying  me:  And  there  were  drawn 
Upon  a  heap  a  hundred  ghastly  women. 
Transformed  with  their  fear ;  who  swore  they  saw 
Men,  all  in  fire,  walk  up  and  down  the  streets. 
And,  yesterday,  the  bird  of  night  did  sit, 
Even  at  noon-day,  upon  the  market-place, 
Hooting,  and  shrieking.    When  these  prodigies 
Do  so  conjointly  meet,  let  not  men  say, 
These  are  their  reasons, — The;/  are  natural ; 
For,  I  believe,  they  are  portentous  things 
Upon  the  climate  that  they  point  upon. 

Cic.  Indeed,  it  is  a  strange-disposed  time : 
Eut  men  may  construe  things  after  their  fashion, 
Clean  from  the  purpose  of  the  things  themselves. 
Comes  Cajsar  to  the  Capitol  to-morrow  ? 

Casca.  He  doth ;  for  he  did  bid  Antonius 
Send  word  to  you,  he  would  be  there  to-morrow. 

Cic.  Good  night,  then,  Casca :  this  uistm-bed  sky 
Is  not  to  walk  in. 

Casca.  Farewell,  Cicero.  \_Exit  GiCEEO. 

Unier  Cassius. 

Cas.  Who's  thei  e  ? 

Casca.  A  Eoman. 

Cas.  Casca,  by  your  voice. 

Casca.  Your  ear  is  good.    Cassius,  vdiat  night  is  th's  ? 

Cas.  A  very  pleasing  night  to  honest  men. 

Casca.  AMio  ever  knew  the  heavens  menace  so  ? 

Cas.  Those,  that  have  known  the  earth  so  full  of  faults. 
For  my  part,  I  have  walk'd  about  the  streets, 
Submitting  me  unto  the  perilous  night ; 
And  thus  embraced,  Casca,  as  you  see. 
Have  bared  my  bosom  to  the  thunder-stone  : 
And.  when  the  cross  blue  lightning  seem VI  to  open 
The  breast  of  lieavcn,  I  did  present  myself 
Even  in  the  aim  and  very  flash  of  it. 

Casca.  ]5ut  wherefore  did  you  so  much  tempt  the  heavens  ? 
It  is  the  part  of  men  to  fear  and  tremble, 
'\Vhcn  the  most  mighty  gods,  by  tokens,  send 
Such  dreadful  heralds  to  astonish  us. 

Cas.  You  are  dull,  Casca  ;  and  those  sparks  of  life 
That  should  be  in  a  Ilonian,  you  do  ^^'ant, 
Or  else  you  use  not :  You  look  pale,  and  gaze. 
And  put  on  fear,  and  cast  yourself  in  wonder. 
To  see  the  strange  impatience  of  the  heavens : 
Eut  if  you  would  consider  the  true  cause, 
Why  all  these  fires,  why  all  these  gliding  ghosts, 
Why  birds,  and  beasts,*  from  quality  and  kind; 
Why  old  men  fools,  and  chikiron  calculate : 
Why  all  these  things  change,  from  their  ordinance, 
*  ^Deviate.; 
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Their  natures  and  pre-formed  faculties, 
To  monstrous  quality  ;  why,  you  sliall  find, 
That  heaven  hath  infused  them  witli  these  spirit?. 
To  make  them  instruments  of  fear  and  warning, 
Unto  some  monstrous  state.    Now  could  I,  Cascn, 
Name  to  thee  a  man  most  like  this  dreadful  night ; 
That  thunders,  hghtens,  opens  graves,  and  roars 
As  doth  the  lion  in  the  Capitol  •- 
A  man  no  mightier  than  thyself,  or  me. 
In  personal  action ;  yet  prodigious  *  grown. 
And  fearful,  as  tliese  strange  eruptions  are. 

Casca.  'Tis  Cajsar  that  you  mean :  Is  it  not,  Ca.'^sius  ? 

Cas.  Let  it  be  w  ho  it  is :  for  Romans  now 
Have  thews  and  limbs  like  to  their  ancestors ; 
But,  woe  the  while  !  our  fathers'  minds  are  dead. 
And  we  are  govern'd  with  our  mothers'  s])irits ; 
Our  yoke  and  sufferance  show  us  womanish. 

Casca.  Indeed,  they  say,  the  senators  to-moiTOW 
Mean  to  establish  Csesar  as  a  king: 
And  he  shall  wear  his  cro«ni  by  sea,  and  land. 
In  every  place,  save  here  in  Italy. 

Cas.  I  know  where  I  will  wear  this  dagger  then ; 
Cassius  from  bondage  will  deliver  Cassius ; 
Therein,  ye  gods,  you  make  the  weak  most  strong ; 
Therein,  ye  gods,  j-ou  tyrants  do  defeat : 
Nor  stony  tower,  nor  walls  of  beaten  brass, 
Nor  airless  dungeon,  nor  strong  links  of  iron, 
Can  be  retentive  to  the  strength  of  spirit ; 
But  life,  being  weary  of  these  vrorldly  bars. 
Never  lacks  power  to  dismiss  itself. 
If  I  know  this,  know  all  the  world  besides. 
That  part  of  tyranny,  that  I  do  bear, 
I  can  shake  off  at  pleasure. 

Casca.  So  can  I : 
So  every  bondman  in  his  ovm  hand  bears 
The  power  to  cancel  his  captivity. 

Cas.  And  why  should  Caesar  be  a  tyrant  then  ? 
Poor  man  !  I  know,  he  would  not  be  a  wolf. 
But  that  he  sees  the  Eomans  are  but  sheep : 
He  were  no  lion,  were  not  Romans  hinds. 
Those  that  with  haste  will  make  a  mighty  fire, 
Begin  it  with  weak  straws  :  What  trash  is  Rome, 
"What  rubbish,  and  what  offiil,  when  it  serves 
For  the  base  matter  to  illuminate 
So  vile  a  thing  as  Cassar  P    But,  O,  grief ! 
T\'here  hast  thou  led  me  ?    I,  perhaps,  speak  this 
Before  a  willing  bondman ;  then  I  know 
My  answer  must  be  made  :  But  I  am  arm'd. 
And  dangers  are  to  me  indifferent. 

Casca.  You  speak  to  Casca :  and  to  such  a  man. 
That  is  no  fleerins  tell-tale.    Holdf  my  hand  : 
Be  factious  t  for  redress  of  all  these  griefs  ; 

*  Portentous.  f  (There's.)  t  Active. 
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And  I  will  set  this  foot  cif  mine  as  far, 
As  who  goes  farthest. 

^  Cas.  There's  a  bargain  made. 
Is  ow  know  you,  Casca,  I  have  moved  already 
Some  certain  of  the  noblest-minded  Romans, 
To  vmdergo,  with  me,  an  enterprise 
Of  honourable-dangerous  consequence ; 
And  I  do  know,  by  this,  they  stay  for  me 
In  Porapey's  porch  :  ff>r  now,  this  fearful  night 
There  is  no  stir,  or  walking  in  the  streets; 
And  tlic  complexion  of  the  element, 
Is  fiivour'd,  *  like  the  work  we  have  in  hand, 
ilost  bloody,  fiery,  and  most  terrible. 

Siifei-  Cissx. 

Casca.  Stand  close  awhile,  for  here  comes  one  in  haste. 

Cas.  "Tis  Cinna.  I  do  know  him  by  his  gait; 
He  is  a  friend. — Cinna,  where  haste  you  so  ? 

Ciu.  To  find  out  you  :  Who's  that  ?  Metellus  Cimbcr  r 

Cas.  No,  it  is  Casca ;  one  incorporate 
To  our  attempts.    Am  I  not  staid  for,  Cinna  ? 

Ciii.  I  am  glad  on't.    A^'hat  a  fearful  night  is  this  1 
There's  two  or  three  of  us  have  seen  strange  .sights. 

Cas.  Am  I  not  staid  for,  Cinna  ?     Tell  me. 

Cin.  Yes. 
You  are.    O,  Cassius,  if  you  could  but  win 
The  noble  Brutus  to  our  party 

Crt.'f.  lie  you  content :  Good  Cinna,  take  this  laiicr, 
And  look  you  lay  it  in  the  pr;otoi''s  chair, 
"VA'liere  Brutus  may  but  find  it ;  and  throv,-  this 
In  at  his  window  :  set  this  up  with  wax 
1,'pon  old  Brutus'  statue  :  all  this  done, 
liepair  to  Porapey's  porch,  where  you  shall  find  us. 
Is  I)ecius  Brutus,  and  Trcbonius,  there? 

Chi.  All  but  Metellus  Cimber  :  and  he's  gone 
To  seek  you  at  your  house.    AVell,  I  ^^  ill  hie. 
And  so  bestow  these  pa])ers  as  you  bade  me. 

Cas.  That  done,  repair  to  Pompey's  theatre.         lE.cU  C'lXXA. 
Come,  Casca,  you  and  I  will, }  et,  ere  day. 
See  Brutus  at  his  house  :  lliree  parts  of  him 
Is  ours  already  ;  and  the  man  entire, 
I'pon  the  next  encounter,  yields  him  ours. 

Casca.  O,  he  sits  high,  in  all  the  people's  hearts  : 
And  that,  which  would  appear  otlence  in  ns. 
His  countenance,  like  richest  alchymy, 
IVill  change  to  virtue,  and  to  worthint  ss. 

C'rt.?.  Him,  and  his  worth,  and  our  great  need  of  him. 
You  have  right  well  conceited.    liCt  us  go. 
For  it  is  after  midnight ;  and,  ere  day, 
IVc  will  awake  him,  and  be  sure  of  liiia.  [JC.vcunf. 

*  Resembles. 
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ACT  II. 

SCENE  I.— The  same.     BPXXrs'  Orchard. 
Enter  Bevtus. 
Bru.  What,  Lucius !  ho  ! 
i  cannot,  by  the  progress  of  the  stats. 
Give  guess  how  "car  to  day. — Lucius,  I  say  ! — 
I  would  it  were  .iiy  fault  to  sleep  so  soundly. — 
When,  Lucius,  ^vhen  !*   Awake,  I  say :  'X^'hat,  Lucius  ! 

Enter  LrciUS. 

Lv.c.  Call'd  you,  my  lord  ? 

Bru.  Get  me  a  taper  in  my  study,  Lucius : 
AVhen  it  is  lighted,  come  and  call  me  here. 

Lkc.  I  will,  my  lord.  \_ExU. 

Bru.  It  must  be  by  his  death :  and,  for  nay  part, 
I  know  no  personal  cause  to  si)urn  at  him, 
Eut  for  the  general.    He  would  be  crown'd :  — 
How  tliat  might  change  his  nature,  there's  the  question. 
It  is  the  briglit  day,  that  brings  forth  the  adder ; 
And  that  craves  wary  walking.    Crown  him  'r*— That  ;— 
And  then,  I  grant,  we  put  a  sting  in  him, 
That  at  his  will  he  may  do  danger  with. 
The  abuse  of  greatness  is,  when  it  disjoins 
Eemorset  from  power :  And,  to  speak  truth  of  Cwsar. 
I  have  not  known  when  his  affections  sway'd 
More  than  his  reason.    Eut  'tis  a  common  proof.J 
That  lowliness  is  young  ambition's  ladder. 
Whereto  the  climber-upward  turns  his  face : 
Eut  when  he  once  attains  the  upmost  round. 
He  then  unto  the  ladder  turns  his  back. 
Looks  in  the  clouds,  scorning  the  base  degrees  § 
By  which  he  did  ascend  :  So  Caesar  may  ; 
Then,  lest  he  may,  prevent.    And,  since  the  quarrel 
Will  bear  no  colour  for  the  thing  he  is, 
Pashion  it  thus ;  that  what  he  is,  augmented. 
Would  run  to  these,  and  these  extremities : 
And  therefore  thinlc  him  as  a  serpent's  egg,  _ 
Which,  hatch'd,  would,  as  his  kind,  grow  mischievous; 
And  kill  him  in  the  shell. 

Re-enter  LuciUS. 

Luc.  The  taper  burnetii  in  your  closet.  Sir. 
Searching  the  window  for  a  flint,  I  found 
This  paper,  thus  sealed  up ;  and,  I  am  sure. 
It  did  not  lie  there  when  I  went  to  bed. 

Bru.  Get  you  to  bed  again,  it  is  not  day. 
Is  not  to-morrow,  boy,  the  ides  of  March  ? 

Lite.  I  know  not.  Sir. 

Bru.  Look  in  the  calendar,  and  bring  me  word. 

Luc.  I  will,  Sir.  [-Eat!., 

*  An  exclamation  of  impatience.  t  Pit)". 

t  Experience.  i  Low  steps. 
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Bru.  The  exhalations,  whizzing  in  the  air. 
Give  so  much  hght,  tliat  I  may  read  by  them. 

[  Opens  the  letter,  and  reads, 
Brutus,  thou  sleep' st ;  awaJce,  and  see  thyself. 
Shall  Some,  c\'c.     Speak,  strike,  redress  ! 

Brv.tus,  thou  sleep'st ;  awake. 

Such  instigations  have  been  often  di'opp'd 

Where  I  have  took  them  up. 

Shall  Rome,  4^.    Thus,  must  I  piece  it  out ; 

Shall  Home  stand  under  one  man's  awe  ?    What !  Eome  ? 

My  ancestors  did  from  the  streets  of  Rome 

The  Tarquin  drive,  when  he  was  call'd  a  king. 

Speak,  strike,  redress  ! — Am  I  entreated  then 

To  speak,  and  strike  ?    O  Rome  !   I  make  thee  promise, 

If  the  redress  will  follow,  thou  receivest 

Thy  full  petition  at  the  hand  of  Brutus. 

Re-enter  Lucius. 

Imc.  Sir,  llarch  is  wasted  fourteen  days.  [Knock  Kithiyi. 

.Brw.  "Tis  good.  Go  to  the  gate;  somebody  knocks,  [i'xj^ Lucius. 
Since  Cassius  first  did  whet  me  against  Caisar, 
I  have  not  slept. 

Between  the  acting  of  a  dreadful  thing 
And  the  first  motion,  all  the  interim  is 
Like  a  phantasma,  or  a  hideous  dream  : 
The  genius,  and  the  mortal  instruments. 
Are  then  in  council ;  and  the  state  of  man 
Like  to  a  little  kingdom,  suffers  then 
The  nature  of  an  insurrection. 

Re-enter  LUCIUS. 

Lue.  Sir,  'tis  your  brother  Cassius  at  the  door, 
Who  doth  desire  to  see  you. 

Brii.  Is  he  alone  ? 

Luc.  iS^o,  Sir,  there  are  more  with  him. 

Bru.  No  you  know  them  ? 

Luc.  No,  Sir;  their  hats  are  pluck'd  about  their  ears, 
And  half  their  faces  buried  in  their  cloaks, 
That  by  no  means  I  may  discover  them 
By  any  mark  of  favour.* 

Bru.  lict  them  enter.  iL.vit  LuciUS. 

They  are  the  faction.    O  conspiracy  ! 
Shamest  thou  to  show  thy  dangerous  brow  by  night, 
AVhen  evils  are  most  free  !     O,  then,  by  daj', 
Where  wilt  thou  find  a  cavern  dark  enough 
To  mask  thy  monstrous  visage  ?     Seek  none,  conspiracy  ; 
Hide  it  in  smiles,  and  affability : 
For  if  thou  path  thy  native  semblancof  on, 
Not  Erebus  itself  were  dim  enough 
To  hide  thee  from  prevention. 

*  Fcatiu'e.  f  Walk  in  thy  true  form. 
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Enter  CASSIU3,  Casca,  Decius,  Cinna,  Metellxjs  Cimber, 
and  TliEBO.Virs. 

Cas.  I  think  we  are  too  bold  upon  your  rest : 
Good  morrow,  Brutus ;  Do  we  trouble  you  ? 

Bru.  I  have  been  up  this  hour ;  awake,  all  night. 
Know  I  these  men,  that  come  along  with  you  ? 

Cas.  Tes,  every  man  of  them  ;  and  no  man  here, 
But  honours  you ;  and  every  one  doth  wish, 
You  had  but  that  opinion  of  yourself, 
Which  every  noble  Koman  bears  of  you. 
This  is  Trebonius. 

Bi-u.  He  is  welcome  hither. 

Cas.  This  Decius  Brutus. 

Bru.  He  is  welcome  too. 

Cas.  This,  Casca ;  this,  Cinna  ; 
And  this,  Metellus  Cimber. 

Bru.  They  are  all  welcome. 
"What  watchful  cares  do  interpose  themselves 
Betwixt  your  eyes  and  night  ? 

Cas.  Shall  I  entreat  a  word  ?  [T/ier/  icJn'sper. 

Dec.  Here  lies  the  east :  Doth  not  the  day  break  here  ? 

Casca.  No. 

Cin.  O,  pardon,  Sir,  it  doth ;  and  .von  grey  lines. 
That  fret  the  clouds,  are  messengers  of  day. 

Casca.  You  shall  confess,  that  you  are  both  deceived. 
Here,  as  I  point  my  sword,  the  sun  arises ; 
AVhicli  is  a  great  way  growing  on  the  south, 
Weighing  the  youthful  season  of  the  year. 
Some  two  months  hence,  up  higher  toward  the  north 
He  first  presents  his  fire ;  and  the  high  east 
Stands,  as  the  Capitol,  directly  here. 

Bru.  Give  me  your  hands  all  over,  one  by  one. 

Cas.  And  let  us  swear  our  resolution. 

Bru.  No,  not  an  oath  :  If  not  the  foce*  of  men. 
The  sufferance  of  our  souls,  the  time's  abuse, — 
If  these  be  motives  weak,  break  off  betimes. 
And  every  man  hence  to  his  idle  bed ; 
So  let  high-sighted  tyranny  rage  on, 
Till  each  man  drop  by  lottery .f    But  if  these, 
As  I  am  sure  they  do,  bear  fire  enough 
To  kindle  cowards,  and  to  steel  with  valour 
The  melting  spirits  of  women  ;  then,  countrymen. 
What  need  we  any  spur,  but  our  own  cause, 
To  prick  us  to  redress  ?  what  other  bond. 
Than  secret  Eomans,  that  have  spoke  the  word, 
And  will  not  palter  ?     And  what  other  oath. 
Than  honestv  to  honestv  ensa^ed 
That  this  shall  be,  or  we  will'  fall  for  it  ? 
Swear  priests,  and  cowards,  and  men  cautelou=,t 
Old  feeble  carrions,  and  such  suffering  souls 
That  welcome  wi-ougs ;  unto  bad  causes  swear 

*  Public  opinion.  t  By  decimation.  t  Cautious. 
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Such  creatures  as  men  doubt :  but  do  not  stiiin 

The  even  virtue  of  our  enterprise, 

Nor  the  insupprcssivc  mettle  of  our  spirit?;. 

To  think,  tliat,  or  our  cause,  or  our  ])erfonnaucej 

Did  need  an  oath ;  wlieu  every  drop  oi  blood, 

That  every  Iloman  bears,  and  nobly  bears, 

Is  guilty  of  a  several  bastardy. 

If  he  do  brealc  the  smallest  particle 

Of  any  promise  that  hath  pass'd  from  him. 

Cas.  Jjut  what  of  Cicero  ?    Shall  we  sound  him  ? 
I  think,  he  will  stand  very  strong  with  us. 

Casca.  Let  us  not  leave  him  out. 

Cin.  No,  by  no  means. 

Met.  O  let  us  have  him ;  for  h.is  silver  hairs 
"Will  purchase  us  a  good  opinion,* 
And  buy  men's  voices  to  commend  our  deeds : 
It  shall  be  said,  his  judgment  ruled  our  hands ; 
Our  youths,  and  wildness,  shall  no  whit  appear, 
But  all  be  buried  in  his  gravity. 

Bru.  O,  name  him  not;  let  us  not  breakf  with  him  ; 
Tor  he  will  never  follow  anything 
That  other  men  begin. 

Cas.  Then  leave  him  out. 

Casca.  Indeed,  he  is  not  fit. 

Dec.  Shall  nc  man  else  be  touch'd  but  only  Ca>sar  ? 

Cas.  Dccius,  well  urged  :— I  think  it  is  not  meet, 
!Mark  Anthony,  so  well  beloved  of  Cwsar, 
Should  outlive  Ctesar :  AVe  shall  find  of  him 
A  shrewd  contriver  ;  and,  you  know,  his  means. 
If  he  improves  them,  may  well  stretch  so  far. 
As  to  annoy  us  all :  \vhich  to  prevent. 
Let  Antony,  and  Ca;sar,  fall  together. 

Bru.  Our  cour.se  will  seem  too  bloody,  Caius  Cassius, 
To  cut  the  head  oft',  and  then  hack  the  limbs; 
Ijike  wrath  in  death,  and  envyj  afterward-;: 
For  Antony  is  but  a  limb  of  Caesar. 
Let  us  be  saerificers,  but  no  butchers,  Caius. 
AVe  all  stand  up  against  the  spirit  of  Ciesar ; 
And  in  the  spirit  of  men  there  is  no  blood  : 
O,  that  we  then  could  come  by  Cfcsar's  spirit, 
And  not  dismember  Ca;?ar  !     But,  alas, 
Ciesar  must  bleed  for  it !    And,  gentle  friends. 
Let's  kill  him  boldly,  but  not  wrathfully ; 
Let's  carve  him  as  a  dish  lit  for  Ihe  gods. 
Not  hew  him  as  a  carcass  fit  for  hounds : 
And  let  our  hearts,  as  subtle  masters  do 
Stir  up  their  .servants  to  an  act  of  rage, 
And  after  seem  to  chide  tbcni.    This  shall  make 
Our  purpose  necessary,  and  not  envious: 
Which  so  appearing  to  tbo  common  eyes, 
We  shall  be  call'd  purgers,  not  murderers. 
And  for  JIark  Antony,  think  not  of  him ; 

*  Chai'acter.  t  ,'The  matter.)  j  Malice. 
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Tor  lie  can  do  no  more  than  Cicsar's  arm, 
"When  Crcsar's  head  is  off. 

Cas.  Yet  I  do  I'ear  him  : 
3''or  in  the  ingrafted  love  he  bears  to  Coesar, 

Bra.  Alas,  good  Cassius,  do  not  think  of  him : 
If  he  love  CsBsar,  all  that  he  can  do 
Is  to  himself,  take  thought,*  and  die  for  Caesar : 
And  that  were  much  he  should ;  for  he  is  given 
'To  sports,  to  wildnoss,  and  much  company. 

Treb.  There  is  no  fear  in  him ;  let  him  not  die ; 
And  he  will  live,  and  laugh  at  this  hereafter.  ICiocJc  strikes. 

Bru.  Peace,  count  the  dock. 

i'a>s.  The  clock  hath  stricken  three. 

Treh.  'Tis  time  to  part. 

Cas.  But  it  is  doubtful  yet, 
^Vhe'r  Cfcsar  will  come  forth  to-day,  or  no : 
I'^or  he  is  superstitious  grown  of  late ; 
(Jiiite  from  the  main  opinion  he  held  once 
Of  fantasy,  of  dreams,  and  ceremonies ;  f 
It  may  be,  these  api)arcnt  prodigies. 
The  imaccustom'd  terror  of  this  night, 
And  the  persuasion  of  his  avigurers, 
INIay  hold  him  from  the  Capitol  to-day. 

l^ec.  Never  fear  that :  If  he  be  so  resolved. 
I  can  o'ersway  him :  for  he  loves  to  hear, 
That  unicorns  may  be  betray'd  with  trees. 
And  bears  with  glasses,  elephants  with  holes, 
Lions  with  toils,  and  men  with  llatterers  : 
I}ut,  when  I  tell  liim,  he  hates  flatterers, 
lie  says,  he  does  ;  being  then  most  (lattereil. 
Let  me  work : 

Eor  I  can  give  this  humour  Ihe  true  bent ; 
And  I  will  bring  him  to  the  Capitol. 

Cas.  Nay,  we  ^vill  all  of  us  be  there  to  fetch  him. 

lii-u.  By  the  eighth  hour :  Is  that  the  uttermost  ? 

Cin.  Be  that  the  uttermost,  and  fail  not  then. 

Met.  Cains  Ligarius  doth  bear  Caesar  hard. 
Who  rated  him  for  speaking  well  of  Pompey ; 
I  wonder^  none  of  you  have  thought  of  hiin. 

Bru.  Now,  good  Metellus,  go  along  by  liim :  J 
He  loves  me  well,  and  I  have  given  him  reasons; 
Send  him  but  hither,  and  I'll  fashion  him. 

Cas.  I^'ho  morning  comes  upon  us :  We'll  leave  yoii,  Brutus : — 
And,  friends,  disperse  yourselves  :  l)ut  all  remember 
What  you  have  said,  and  show  yourselves  true  Eomaus. 

Bru.  Good  gentlemen,  look  fresh  and  merrily  ; 
T/Ct  not  our  looks  put  on  §  our  jmrposes : 
But  bear  it  as  our  iioiiian  actors  do, 
"With  untired  spirits,  and  formal  constancy: 
And  so,  good  morrow  to  you  every  one. 

[Kveunt  all  lid  BRUirs. 
Boy  !  Lucius ! — Fast  asleep  ?    It  is  no  matter ; 

*  Turn  melancholy.  t  Omens.  :  By  his  house.  5  Show. 
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Enjoy  the  honey-heavy  dew  of  slumber : 
Thou  hast  no  figures,*  nor  no  fantasies, 
Which  busy  care  draws  in  the  brains  of  men ; 
Therefore  thou  sleep'st  so  sound. 

Enter  PoiiTlA. 

For.  Brutus,  my  lord  ! 

Bru.  Portia,  what  mean  you  ?    Whci'efore  rise  you  no\v  ? 
It  is  not  for  your  health,  thus  to  commit 
Your  Aveak  condition  to  (lie  raw-cold  morning. 

Por.  Nor  for  yours  neither.    You  have  vmgently,  Brutus, 
Stole  from  my  bed :  And  yesternight,  at  supper. 
You  suddenly  arose,  and  walk'd  about, 
Musing,  and  sighing,  with  your  arms  across  : 
And  when  I  ask'd  you  what  the  matter  was, 
You  stared  upon  me  with  ungentle  looks : 
I  urged  you  I'urther  ;  then  you  scratch'd  your  head, 
And  too  impatiently  stamp'd  with  your  foot : 
Yet  I  insisted,  yet  you  answer'd  not ; 
But,  with  an  angry  wafturc  of  your  hand, 
Gave  sign  for  me  to  leave  you :  So  I  did ; 
Pearing  to  strengthen  that  impatience, 
Which  seem'd  too  much  enkindled  ;  and,  withal, 
Hoping  it  was  but  an  effect  of  humour, 
"Which  sometime  hafh  his  hour  with  every  man. 
It  will  not  let  you  eat,  nor  talk,  nor  sleep  ; 
And,  could  it  work  so  much  upon  your  shape, 
As  it  hath  much  prevailed  on  your  condition,t 
I  should  not  know  you,  Brutus.    Dear  my  lord, 
Make  me  acquainted  with  your  cause  of  grief. 

Bru.  I  am  not  well  in  health,  and  that  is  all. 

Por.  ]3rutus  is  wise,  and  were  he  not  in  health. 
He  v/ould  embrace  the  means  to  come  by  it. 

Bru.  Why,  so  I  do: — Good  Portia,  go  to  bed. 

Por.  Is  Brutus  sick  ?  and  is  it  physical 
To  walk  unbraced,  and  suck  up  the  humours 
Of  the  dank  morning  ?     What,  is  Brutus  sick ; 
And  will  he  steal  out  of  his  wholesome  bed. 
To  dare  the  vile  contagion  of  the  night  ? 
And  tempt  the  rheumy  J  and  unpurged  air 
To  add  unto  his  sickness  ?    No,  my  Brutus  ; 
You  have  some  sick  offence  within  your  mind, 
AVhich,  by  the  right  and  virtue  of  my  place, 
I  ought  to  know  of:  And,  upon  my  knees, 
I  charm  you,  by  my  once  commended  beautj', 
By  all  your  vows  of  love,  and  that  great  vow, 
Which  did  incorporate  and  make  us  one. 
That  you  unfold  to  me,  yourself,  your  half. 
Why  you  are  heavy  ;  and  what  men  to-nighfc 
Have  iiad  resort  to  you  :  for  there  have  been 
Some  six  or  seven,  who  did  hide  their  faces 
Even  from  darkness. 

*  Imaginative  shapes.  f  Temper.  i   Jloist. 
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Bni.  Kneel  not,  gentle  Portia. 

For.  I  should  not  need,  if  you  Mere  gentle  Brutus. 
AA^itliin  the  bond  of  marriage,  tell  me,  Brutus, 
Is  it  expected,  I  should  know  no  secrets 
That  appertain  to  you  ?    Am  I  yourself. 
But,  as  it  ^vere,  in  sort,  or  limitation ; 
To  keep  with  you  at  meals,  comfort  your  bed, 
And  talk  to  you  sometimes  ?    Dwell  I  but  in  the  suburbs 
Of  your  good  pleasure  ?    If  it  be  no  more, 
Portia  is  Brutus'  harlot,  not  his  wife. 

Bru.  You  are  my  true  and  honourable  wife ; 
As  dear  to  me,  as  are  the  ruddy  drops 
That  visit  my  sad  heart. 

For.  If  this  were  true,  then  should  I  know  this  secret. 
I  grant,  I  am  a  woman  ;  but,  withal, 
A  woman  that  lord  Brutus  took  to  wife : 
I  grant,  I  am  a  woman ;  but,  withal, 
A  woman  well-reputed ;  Cato's  daughter. 
Think  you,  I  am  no  stronger  than  my  sex. 
Being  so  father'd,  and  so  husbanded  ? 
Tell  me  your  coimsels,  I  will  not  disclose  them : 
I  have  made  strong  proof  of  my  constancy, 
Giving  myself  a  voluntary  wound 
Here,  in  the  thigh :  Can  I  bear  that  with  patience. 
And  not  my  husband's  secrets  ? 

Bru.  O  ye  gods. 
Bender  me  worthy  of  this  noble  wife  !  \_Knoc'kliig  within. 

Hark,  hark  !  one  knocks :  Portia,  go  in  a  while ; 
And  by  and  by  thy  bosom  shall  partake 
The  secrets  of  my  heart. 
All  my  engagements  I  will  construe  to  thee. 
All  the  charactery*  of  my  sad  brows  : — 
Leave  me  with  haste,  '  [Kvii  PoKTii. 

JSider  Lucius  and  Ligaeius. 

Lucius,  who  is  that,  knocks  ? 

lAic.  Here  is  a  sick  man,  that  would  speak  with  you. 

Bru.  Caius  Ligarius,  that  ]Metellus  spake  of.— 
Boy,  stand  aside.— Caius  Ligarius  !  how  ? 

lAff.  Vouchsafe  good  morrow  from  a  feeble  tongue. 

Brv.  0,  what  a  lime  have  you  chose  out,  brave  Caius, 
To  wear  a  kerchief?    'Would  you  were  not  sick  ! 

Ziff.  I  am  not  sick,  if  Brutus  have  in  hand 
Any  exploit  worthy  the  name  of  honour. 

Bnt.  Such  an  exploit  have  I  iu  hand,  Ligarius, 
Had  you  a  healthful  ear  to  hear  of  it. 

Liff.  By  all  the  gods  that  Romans  bow  before 
I  here  discard  my  sickness.    Soul  of  Home  ! 
Brave  son,  derivetl  from  honourable  loins  ! 
Thou,  like  an  exorcist,  hast  conjured  n]) 
My  mortified  si)irit.    Now  bid  me  run 

*  Meaning. 
C  2 
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And  I  will  strive  with  things  impossible ; 
Yea,  get  the  better  of  them.    What's  to  do  ? 

.Bru.  A  piece  of  work  that  will  make  sick  men  whole. 

Lig.  But  are  not  some  whole,  that  we  must  make  sick  ? 

Bru.  That  must  we  also.    What  it  is,  my  Cains, 
I  shall  unfold  to  thee,  as  we  are  going, 
To  whom  it  must  be  done. 

Lig.  Set  on  your  foot ; 
And,  with  a  heart  new-fired,  I  f  )llow  you, 
To  do  I  know  not  what :  but  it  siilliceth, 
That  Brutus  leads  me  on. 

Bi'u.  Follow  me  then.  [Exeunt, 

SCENE  II. — The  same.     A  Room  in  C.i;SAR's  Palace. 
Thunder  and  Ughtniiirj.     Enter  C.ESAR,  in  his  night-gown. 
C(ts.  Nor  heaven,  nor  earth,  have  been  at  peace  to-night : 
Thrice  hath  Calphurnia  in  her  sleep  cried  out. 
Help,  ho  !  they  murder  Ccesar  ! — Who's  within  ? 

Enter  a  Servant. 
Serv.  !My  lord  ? 

CcEs.  Go  bid  the  priests  do  present  sacrifice,    ' 
And  bring  me  their  o])inions  of  success. 

Sen:  I  will,  my  lord.  [Exit. 

Enter  Calpiiurnia. 

Cat.  What  mean  you,  Caesar  ?     Think  you  to  vialk  forth ? 
You  shall  not  stir  out  of  your  house  to-day. 

CcEs.  CiKsar  .shall  forth:  The  things  that  threatened  me, 
Ne'er  look'd  but  on  my  back ;  when  they  shall  see 
The  face  of  Cucsar,  they  are  vanished. 

Cat.  Cscsai',  I  never  stood  on  ceremonies,* 
Yet  now  Ihey  fright  me.    There  is  one  within. 
Besides  the  things  that  wc  have  heard  and  seen, 
llecounts  most  horrid  sights  seen  by  the  watch. 
.■V  lioness  hath  Avhelped  in  the  streets ; 
And  graves  have  yawn'd,  and  yielded  up  their  dead  : 
Fierce  fiery  warriors  fight  upon  the  clouds, 
In  ranks  and  squadrons,  and  right  form  of  war, 
AYhich  drizzled  blood  u})on  the  Capitol : 
The  noise  of  battle  hurtlcdf  in  the  air, 
Horses  did  neigh,  and  dying  men  did  groan  ; 
And  ghosts  did  shriek,  and  squeal  about  the  streets, 
O  Crcsar  !  these  things  are  beyond  all  use. 
And  1  do  fear  them. 

Cccs.  What  can  be  avoided. 
Whose  end  is  purposed  by  ttie  mighty  gods  ? 
Yet  Caesar  .<hall  go  forth  :  for  these  ].rediclions 
Are  to  the  world  in  general,  as  to  Cajsar. 

Cat.  ^Vhen  beggars  die,  there  are  no  comets  seen  ; 
The  heavens  themselves  blaze  forth  the  death  of  ]»rinces. 

Cas.  Cowards  die  many  times  before  their  deatlis ; 

*  Never  i)aid  regard  to  omens.  t  ClashcJ. 
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The  valiant  never  taste  of  death  but  once. 

Of  all  the  Avonders  that  I  yet  have  heard, 

It  seems  to  me  most  strange  that  men  should  fear; 

Seeing  that  death,  a  necessary  end, 

'^Vill  come,  ^vhen  it  will  come. 

Re-enter  a  ServaJS'T. 

'\Vliat  say  the  augurers  ? 

Serv.  They  will  not  have  you  to  stir  forth  to-day. 
Plucking  the  entrails  of  an  offering  forth. 
They  could  not  Ihid  a  heart  within  the  beast. 

C<xs.  The  gods  do  this  in  shame  of  cowardice  : 
Ctesar  should  be  a  beast  without  a  heart. 
If  he  should  stay  at  home  to-day  for  fear. 
]N'o,  Ciiesar  shall  not :  Danger  knows  full  well, 
That  Caesar  is  more  dangerous  than  he. 
"^Ve  were  two  lions  litter'd  in  one  day. 
And  I  the  elder  and  more  terrible ; 
And  Ctesar  shall  go  forth. 

Cal.  Alas,  my  lord. 
Your  wisdom  is  consumed  in  confidence. 
.Do  not  go  forth  to-day :  Call  it  my  fear. 
That  keeps  you  in  the  house,  and  not  your  own. 
"We'll  send  !ilark  Antony  to  the  senate-house ; 
And  he  shall  say,  you  are  not  well  to-day  : 
Let  me  upon  my  knee,  prevail  in  this. 

Cces.  Mark  Antony  shall  say,  I  am  not  well ; 
And,  for  thy  humour,  I  will  stay  at  home. 

JEider  Decius. 

Here's  Decius  Brutus,  he  shall  tell  them  so. 

Dec.  Cfesar,  all  hail !    Good  morrow,  worthy  Ctesar  : 
I  come  to  fetch  you  to  the  senate-house. 

Cas.  And  you  are  come  in  very  happy  time 
To  bear  my  greeting  to  the  senatoi's, 
And  tell  them,  that  I  will  not  come  to-day : 
Cannot,  is  false ;  and  that  I  dare  not,  falser ; 
I  will  not  come  to  day  :  Tell  them  so,  Decius. 

Cat.  Say,  he  is  sick. 

Cas.  Shall  Ctesar  send  a  lie  ? 
Have  I  in  conquest  stretch'd  mine  arm  so  far 
To  be  afeard  to  tell  grey-beards  the  truth  ? 
Decius,  go  tell  them,  Ctesar  \\\\\  not  come. 

Dec.  Most  mighty  Ctestir,  let  me  kno\v  some  cause. 
Lest  I  be  laugh'd  at  when  I  tell  them  so. 

Cccs.  The  cause  is  in  my  will,  I  will  not  come  ; 
That  is  enough  to  satisfy  the  senate. 
Eut,  for  your  private  satisfaction, 
Because  I  love  you,  I  will  let  you  know. 
Calphurnia  here,  my  wife,  stays  me  at  home  : 
She  dreamt  to-night  she  saw  my  statua. 
Which  like  a  fountain,  with  a  hundred  spouts. 
Did  run  pure  blood ;  and  many  lusty  llomuns 
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Came  smiling,  and  did  bathe  their  hands  in  it. 
And  these  does  she  apply  for  warnings,  portents. 
And  evils  imminent ;  and  on  her  knee 
Hath  begg'd,  that  I  mil  stay  at  home  to-day. 

Dec.  This  di'eam  is  all  amiss  interpreted : 
It  was  a  vision,  fair  and  fortunate : 
Your  statue  spouting  blood  in  many  pipe?, 
In  which  so  many  smiling  Eomans  bath'd, 
Signifies  that  from  you  great  Rome  shall  suck 
Heviving  blood ;  and  that  great  men  shall  press 
For  tinctures,  stains,  relics,  and  cognizance. 
This  by  Calphurnia's  dream  is  signified. 

CcEs.  And  this  way  have  you  well  expounded  it. 

Dec.  I  have,  when  you  have  heard  what  I  can  say : 
And  know  it  now ;  The  senate  have  concluded 
To  give  this  day  a  crown  to  mighty  Cscsar. 
If  you  shall  send  them  word  you  will  not  come, 
Their  minds  may  change.    Besides,  it  were  a  mock 
Apt  to  be  render'd,  for  some  one  to  say, 
Hreak  up  the  senaie  till  another  time, 
Wlien  CcEsm's  tvife  shall  meet  toith  better  dreams. 
If  Cesar  hide  himself,  shall  they  not  whisper, 
Lo,  CcEsar  is  afraid  ? 
Pardon  me,  Caesar ;  for  my  dear,  dear  love 
To  your  proceeding  bids  me  tell  you  this ; 
And  reason  to  my  love  is  liable.  * 

Cces.  How  foolish  do  your  fears  seem  now,  Calphurnia  ! 
I  am  ashamed  I  did  yield  to  them. — 
Give  me  my  robe,  for  I  will  go  : — 

JSnter  PuBLius,  Beutus,  Ligartus,  Mktellus,  Casca, 
Teebonius,  and  CiNNA. 
And  look  where  Publius  is  come  to  fetch  me. 

JPub.  Good  mori-o\v,  Ca}sar. 

Cces.  Welcome,  Publius. — 
What  Brutus,  are  you  stirr'd  so  early  too  ? — 
Good-morrow,  Casca. — Cains  Ligarius, 
Csesar  was  ne'er  so  much  your  enemy. 
As  that  same  ague  Avhich  hath  made  you  lean. — 
What  is 't  o'clock? 

J3m.  Csesar,  'tis  strucken  eight. 

Ca;s.  I  thank  you  for  your  pains  and  courtesy. 

JSnter  Antony. 
See  !  Antony,  that  revels  long  o'nights, 

Js,  notwithstanding,  tip  : 

Good  morrow,  Antony. 

Ant.  So  to  most  noble  Cresar. 

Cces.  Bid  them  prei)are  within  :— 
I  am  to  blame  to  be  thus  waited  for. — 
Now,  Cinna:— Now,  JMetellus  : — What,  Trebonius! 
I  have  an  hours  talk  in  store  for  you.; 

*  Subordinate. 


SCENE  IV.]  JULIUS  CiESAE.  23 

Remember  that  you  call  on  me  to-day : 
Ee  near  me,  that  I  may  remember  you. 

Trcb.  Cscsar,  I  -will : — and  so  near  will  I  be, 
That  your  best  iriends  shall  wish  I  had  been  farther.         [Aside. 

C(cs.  Good  friends,  go  in,  and  taste  some  wine  with  me ; 
And  we,  like  friends,  will  straightway  go  together. 

liru.  That  every  like  is  not  the  same,  O  Ca3sar, 
The  heart  of  Brutus  yearns*  to  think  upon  !  [Exeiml. 

SCENE  III. — The  same.    A  street  near  the  Capitol. 

Enter  Artemidoeus,  reading  a  Paper. 

Art.  Ccosar,  Seiuff re  o/ Brutus ;  ta'keheedofCa,?,mxs\  come  not 
«efrrCasca;  have  an  eye  to  Cinna;  trust  not  Trebonius ;  mark 
well  Metellus  Cimber;  Decius  Brutus  loves  thee  not;  thou  hast 
wronged  Caius  Ligarius.  There  is  hut  one  mind  in  all  these  men, 
and  it  is  hent  against  Caesar.  If  thou  he'st  not  immortal,  look  about 
■i/ou  :  Securiti/  gives  tray  to  conspiracy.  The  mighty  gods  defend 
thee!  Thy  lover, f  Artemidorus. 

Here  will  I  stand,  till  Ctesar  pass  along, 
And  as  a  suitor  ^^•ill  I  give  him  this. 
My  heart  laments,  that  virtue  cannot  live 
Out  of  the  teeth  of  emulation.  X 
If  thou  read  this,  O  C«?sar,  thou  may'st  live  ; 
If  not,  the  fates  witli  traitors  do  contiive.  \_Exit. 

SCENE  IV. — The  same.     Anotlier  part  oftlie  same  street 
before  the  house  of  Brutus. 

Enter  PoETIA  and  LUCIUS. 

For.  I  prythee,  boy,  run  to  the  senate-house  ; 
Stay  not  to  answer  me,  but  get  thee  gone  : 
"A  vliy  dost  thou  stay  ? 

Luc.  To  know  my  errand,  madam. 

For.  I  would  have  had  thee  there,  and  here  again. 
Ere  I  can  tell  thee  what  thou  should'st  do  there.— 

0  constancy,  be  strong  upon  my  side  ! 

Set  a  huge  mountain  't\veen  my  heart  and  tongue  ! 

1  have  a  man's  mind,  but  a  woman's  might. 
How  hard  it  is  for  women  to  keep  counsel ! — 
Art  thou  here  yet  ? 

Luc.  jMadani,  what  should  I  do  ? 
Eun  to  the  Capitol,  and  nothing  else  ? 
And  so  return  to  you,  and  nothing  else  ? 

For.  Yes,  bring  me  word,  boy,  if  thy  lord  look  well, 
For  he  went  sickly  forth  :  And  take  good  note, 
AYliat  Cajsar  doth,  what  suitors  press  to  him. 
Hark,  boy  !  what  noise  is  that  ? 

Luc.  I  hear  none,  madam. 

For.  Pr'ythee,  listen  well ; 
I  heard  a  bustling  rumour,  like  a  fray, 
And  the  wind  brings  it  from  the  Capitol. 

*  Grieves.  +  Friend.  t  Envy, 
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Lxic.  Sooth,  madam,  I  hear  nothing. 

T.nter  SoOTHSAYElt. 

For.  Come  hither,  fellow ; 
"Which  way  hast  thou  been  ? 

Sooth.  At  mine  own  house,  good  lady. 

For.  "What  is't  o'clock  ? 

Sooth.  About  the  ninth  hour,  lad}'. 

For.  Is  Ctcsar  yet  gone  to  the  Capitol  ? 

Sooth.  Madam,  not  yet;  I  go  to  take  my  stand, 
To  see  him  pass  on  to  the  Capitol. 

For.  Thou  hast  some  suit  to  C;'jsar,  hast  thou  not  ? 

Sooth.  That  I  have,  lady:  if  it  will  jJease  Caesar 
To  be  so  good  to  Caesar  as  to  hear  me, 
I  shall  beseech  him  to  befriend  himself. 

For.  AVhy,  knowest  thou  any  harm's  intended  tov.ai'cL?  him  r 

Soofh.  None  that  I  know  will  be,  much  that  I  fear  may  chaucc. 
Good-morrow  to  you.    Here  the  street  is  narrow  : 
The  throng  that  follows  Ciosar  at  the  lieels, 
Of  senators,  of  prajtors,  common  suitors, 
AVill  crowd  a  feeble  man  almost  to  death  : 
I'll  get  me  to  a  place  more  void,  and  there 
Speak  to  great  Civsar  as  he  comes  along.  '_F.cif. 

For.  I  must  go  in. — Ah  me  !  how  weak  a  thing 
The  heart  of  women  is  I  O  Brutus  I 
Tlie  heavens  speed  thee  in  thine  entcrj^rise  ! 
Sure,  the  boy  heard  me  : — Brutus  hath  a  suit, 
That  Csesar  will  not  grant. — O,  I  grow  faint  :— 
llun,  Lucius,  and  commend  me  to  my  lord; 
Say,  I  am  merry,  come  to  me  again, 
And  bring  me  \\ord  what  he  doth  say  to  thcv.  I'E.rfih.f. 


ACT  TIT. 

SCi:Xi:  I.—Thesamc.     The  Capitol;  the  Senate  sillii:!. 

A.  Croird  of  Feople  in  the  Street  leading  to  the  Capitol ;  ai)i:  un 
i?/«f'?)(  AUTE.MIUOKUS,  rt/?t/ Me  SoOTJISAVEK.  Flourish.  JCnttr 
C^sAH,  EiiUTUs.  Cassii's,  Casca,  J)hXirs,  Metelta's,  The- 

BO.XIUS,  CiNXA,  ANTO-N'Y,  LEPIDrS,  PoPILirs,  PUBLTUS,  «).'(? 

others. 

Cas.  The  ides  of  ilareh  are  come. 

Sooth.  Ay,  Caesar;  but  not  gone. 

Art.  Hail,  Ctcsar,  read  this  schedule. 

Dec.  Trebonius  doth  desire  you  to  o"cr-rcad, 
At  your  best  leisure,  this,  his  humble  suit. 

Art.  O,  Ca's.'U',  read  mine  fu-st ;  for  mine's  a  stiit 
That  touches  C;csar  nearer :  IJead  it,  great  Caesar. 

('as.  AVhat  touclies  us  ourself,  shall  be  last  served. 

Art.  I)elay  not,  Ca'sar;  read  it  instantly. 

Cas.   \\\y.d,  is  the  l'('llo\^  maii  't 

Fi'.h.  Sirrah,  give  place. 
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Ccis.  What,  urge  you  your  petitions  in  the  street  ? 
Come  to  the  Capitol. 

C.ESAE  enters  the  CapitoJ,  the  rest  following.    All  tlte  Sexators 
rise. 

Pop.  I  wi.sh  yotir  enterprise  to-day  may  thrive. 

C'as.  AVhat  enterprise,  Popihus '; 

Fop.  Faro  you  well.  [^Advances  to  CjiSAR. 

Bru.  What  said  Popilius  Lena  ? 

Cas.  lie  wish'd,  to-day  our  enterprise  might  thrive. 
I  fear  our  puri)osc  is  discovered. 

Brv..  Look,  how  he  makes  to  CiBsar :  Mark  him. 

Cas.  Casca,  bo  sudden,  for  we  fear  prevention. — 
Brutus,  what  shall  be  done  ?  If  this  be  known, 
Cassius  or  Caesar  never  shall  turn  back, 
For  I  will  slay  myself. 

Brv.  (-assius,  be  constant : 
Popilius  Lena  sjieaks  not  of  our  pui'poses ; 
For,  look,  he  smiles,  and  Csesar  doth  not  change. 

Cas.  Trebonius  kno\\s  his  time ;  for,  look  you,  Brutus, 
He  draws  JIark  Antony  out  of  the  way. 

[£.reiint  ANTONY  and   Teebonics.     C.'ESAU  and   lite 
SEN.iTOES  taJce  their  seats. 

Dec.  AVhcre  is  Jletellus  Cimber  ?    Let  him  go, 
And  presently  prefer  his  suit  to  Cscsar. 

Bru.  He  is  address'd :  *  press  near  and  second  him. 

Cin.  Casca,  you  are  the  first  that  rears  your  hand. 

C(Ts.  Are  we  all  ready  ?  what  is  now  amiss, 
That  Ca'sar,  and  his  senate  must  redress  ":* 

Met.  Most  high,  most  mighty,  and  most  puissant  Caesar, 
iletellus  Cimber  throws  before  thy  scat 
An  humble  heart : —  [Kneel imj. 

Cas.  I  must  prevent  thee,  Cimber. 
These  couchings,  and  those  lowly  courtesies. 
Might  fire  the  blood  of  ordinary  men  ; 
And  turn  pre-ordinance,  f  and  first  decree, 
Into  the  law  of  children.    ]?e  not  fond. 
To  think  that  Caesar  bears  such  rebel  blood. 
That  will  be  thaw'd  from  the  true  quality 
With  that  which  melteth  fools ;  I  mean  sweet  words, 
Low-crook'd  curt'sies,  and  base  spaniel  fawning. 
Thy  brother  by  decree  is  banish'd  ; 
If  thou  dost  bend,  and  pray,  and  fawn  for  him, 
I  spurn  thee  like  a  cur  out  of  my  way. 
Know,  Cicsar  doth  not  wrong :  nor  -without  cause 
A^'ill  he  be  satisfied. 

Jlcf.  Is  there  no  voice  more  worthy  than  ni}-  own, 
To  sound  more  sweetly  in  great  Cccsar's  ear 
For  the  repealing  of  my  banish'd  brotiier  ? 

Bru.  I  kiss  thy  hand,  but  not  in  flattery,  C;csar ; 
Desiring  thee  that  Publius  Cimber  may 
Have  an  immediate  freedom  of  repeal. 

*  Ready.  f  Ordinance  already  establislied. 
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CcBs.  What,  Erutus ! 

Cas.  Pardon,  Cfcsar,  Caesar  pardon  : 
As  low  as  to  thy  foot  doth  Cassius  fall, 
To  beg  enfranchisement  for  Publius  Ciraber. 

Cces.  I  could  be  well  moved,  if  I  were  as  you ; 
If  I  could  pray  to  move,  prayers  would  move  me : 
But  I  am  constant  as  the  northern  star, 
Of  whose  true  fix'd  and  resting  quality, 
There  is  no  fellow  in  the  firmament. 
The  skies  are  painted  with  unnumber'd  sparks, 
They  are  all  fire,  and  every  one  doth  shine ; 
But  there's  but  one  in  all  doth  hold  his  place : 
So,  in  the  world ;  '"Tis  furnish'd  well  with  men. 
And  men  are  flesh  and  blood,  and  apprehensive ;  * 
Yet,  in  the  number,  I  do  know  but  one 
That  unassailable  holds  on  his  rank, 
Unshaked  of  motion  :  and,  that  I  am  he, 
Let  me  a  little  show  it,  even  in  this  ; 
That  I  was  constant,  Cimber  should  be  banish'd, 
And  constant  do  remain  to  keep  him  so. 
.  Cin.  O  Caesar,— — 

C(Es.  Hence  !  wilt  thou  lift  up  Olympus  ? 

Dec.  Great  Caesar, 

Cces.  Poth  not  Brutus  bootless  kneel  ? 

Casca.  Speak,  hands,  for  me. 
[Casca  stahs  C.t;saR  in  the  necl-.  C.^3SAII  catclies  liold  of  Itis 
arm.     lie  is  then  stabbed  by  several  other  Consjnratort-, 
and  at  last  bi/  Marcus  Brutus. 

Ctcs.  M  in,  Brvte  f— Then,  fall,  Casar. 

[Dies.     The  Senatoi-s  and  People  retire  in  ccnfnsiu.i. 

Cin.  Liberty  !  Freedom  !  Tyranny  is  dead  ! — 
Run  hence,  proclaim,  cry  it  about  the  streets. 

Cus.  Some  to  the  common  piilpits,  and  cry  out. 
Liberty,  freedom,  and  enfranchisement  ! 

Bru.  People,  and  senators  !  be  not  affrighted; 
Fly  not;  stand  still : — ambition's  debt  is  paid. 

Casca.  Go  to  tlie  pul])it,  Brutus. 

Dec.  And  Cassius  too. 

Brv.  Where's  Publius  ? 

Cin.  Here,  quite  confounded  with  this  mutiny. 

Met.  Stand  fast  together,  lest  some  friend  of  C;csar"s 
Should  chance 

Bru.  Talk  not  of  standing;  Publius,  good  cheer; 
There  is  no  harm  intended  to  your  person, 
IS'or  to  no  Poman  else :  so  tell  them,  Publius. 

Cas.  And  leave  us,  Publius ;  lest  that  the  peo])le. 
Pushing  on  us,  should  do  your  age  some  mischief. 

Bru.  Do  so  ;— and  let  no  man  abide  this  deed. 
But  wo  the  doers. 

Br-enter  TrEBOXIUS. 

Cas.  "Where's  Antony  ? 

*  Intelligent.  t  Ami  thou,  Brutus ! 


eCEITE  I.]  JT7LHJS  C^SAE.  27 

Tre.  Fled  to  liis  house  amazed : 
Men,  wives,  and  children,  stare,  crj-  out,  and  run, 
,\s  it  were  doomsday. 

Bru.  Fates  !  we  will  know  your  pleasures : — 
That  we  shall  die,  we  know ;  'tis  but  the  time, 
And  drawing  days  out,  that  men  stand  upon. 

Cas.  Why,  he  that  cuts  off  twenty  years  of  life. 
Cuts  off  so  many  years  of  fearing  death. 

Bru.  Grant  that,  and  then  is  death  a  benefit : 
So  are  we  Cesar's  friends,  that  have  abridged 
His  time  of  fearing  death. — Stoop,  Romans,  stoop, 
And  let  us  bathe  our  hands  in  Cisesar's  blood 
Tip  to  the  elbows,  and  besmear  our  swords : 
Then  walk  we  forth,  even  to  the  market-place  ; 
And,  waving  our  red  weapons  o'er  our  heads. 
Let's  all  cry,  Peace !  Freedom  !  and  Liberty  ! 

Cas.  Stoop  then,  and  wash.*    How  many  ages  hence. 
Shall  this  our  lofty  scene  be  acted  over, 
In  states  unborn,  and  accents  yet  unknown  ? 

Brv..  How  many  times  shall  Caesar  bleed  in  sport, 
That  now  on  Pompey's  basis  lies  along, 
Ko  worthier  than  the  dust  ? 

Cas.  So  oft  as  that  shall  be. 
So  often  shall  the  knot  of  us  be  call'd 
The  men  that  ^ave  our  country  hberty. 

Dec.  What,  shall  we  forth  ? 

Cas.  Ay,  every  man  away : 
Brutus  shall  lead ;  and  we  will  grace  his  heels 
With  the  most  boldest  and  best  hearts  of  Eome. 

Enter  a  SEEVAyT. 

Bru.  Soft,  who  comes  here  ?  A  friend  of  Antony's. 

Serv.  Thus,  Brutus,  did  ray  master  bid  me  kneel ; 
Thus  did  Mark  Antony  bid  me  fall  down : 
And,  being  prostrate,  thus  he  bade  me  say. 
Brutus  is  noble,  wise,  valiant,  and  honest ; 
Csesar  was  mighty,  bold,  royal,  and  loving : 
Say,  I  love  Brutus,  and  I  honour  him ; 
Say,  I  fear'd  C^jsar,  honour'd  him,  and  loved  him. 
If  Brutus  will  vouchsafe,  that  Antony 
May  safely  come  to  him,  and  be  resolved 
How  Csesar  hath  deserved  to  lie  in  death, 
Mark  Antony  shall  not  love  Ctesar  dead 
So  well  as  Brutus  living ;  but  will  follow 
The  fortunes  and  affairs  of  noble  Brutus, 
Thorough  the  hazards  of  this  untrod  state. 
With  all  true  faith.    So  says  my  master  Antony. 

Bi-ii.  Thy  master  is  a  wise  and  valiant  Eoman ; 
I  never  thought  hint  worse. 
Tell  him,  so  please  him  come  unto  this  place, 
He  shall  be  satisfied ;  and,  by  my  honour, 
Depart  untouch'd. 

*  Steep  vourselves  in  Cresar's  blood. 
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Serv.  I'll  fetch  lum  presentlj'.  [/i'.nY  Skrv. 

Uni.  I  know,  that  we  shall  have  him  well  to  friend. 

Cas.  I  wish,  we  may :  hut  yet  have  I  a  mind, 
That  fears  him  much ;  and  my  misgiving  still 
Palls  shrewdly  to  the  purpose. 

Ee-enter  AxTOKY. 

Bru.  But  here  comes  Antony. — "Welcome,  Jlark  Antony. 

Ant.  O  mighty  Cfcsar  !  Dost  thou  lie  so  knv  h 
Are  all  thy  conquests,  glories,  triumphs,  spoils. 
Shrunk  to  this  little  measure  ? — Fare  thee  well.— 
I  know  not,  gentlemen,  what  you  intend, 
AVho  else  must  be  let  blood,  who  else  is  rank  :  * 
If  I  myself,  there  is  no  hour  so  iit 
As  Caesar's  death  hour ;  nor  no  instrument 
Of  half  that  worth,  as  those  your  swoi'ds,  made  rich 
With  the  most  noble  blood  of  all  this  world. 
I  do  beseech  ye,  if  ye  bear  me  hard, 
Now,  whilst  your  purpled  hands  do  rock  and  smoke, 
Pulfil  your  pleasure.    Live  a  thousand  years, 
I  shall  not  iind  myself  so  apt  to  die : 
No  place  will  please  me  so,  no  mean  of  death, 
As  here  by  Caesar,  and  by  you  cut  o!T, 
The  choice  and  master  spirits  of  this  age. 

Bru.  O  Antony  !  beg  not  your  death  of  us. 
Though  now  we  must  appear  bloody  and  cruel. 
As,  by  our  hands,  and  this  our  pre.'^eut  act, 
You  see  wo  do  ;  yet  see  you  but  our  hands. 
And  this  the  bleeding  business  they  have  done . 
Our  hearts  you  see  not,  they  are  pitiful ; 
And  pity  to  the  general  wrong  of  Jfomc 
(As  fire  drives  out  lire,  so  pity,  pity), 
ilatli  done  this  deed  on  Ca;sar.    Por  your  part, 
To  you  our  swords  have  leaden  points,  Mark  Antony  : 
Our  arms,  in  strength  of  malice,  and  our  hearts, 
Of  brother's  temper,  do  receive  you  in 
With,  all  kind  love,  good  thoughts,  and  reverence. 

Cas.  Your  voice  .shall  be  as  strong  as  any  man's, 
In  the  di.«posing  of  new  dignities. 

Bru.  Only  be  patient,  till  we  have  api>eascd 
The  multitude,  beside  themselves  with  fear, 
And  then  we  will  deliver  you  the  cause, 
"Why  I,  that  did  love  Caesar  when  I  struck  him. 
Have  thus  proceeded. 

Ant.  1  doubt  not  of  your  ^^  isdom. 
Let  each  man  render  me  his  bloody  hand : 
Krst,  Marcus  Brutus,  will  I  shake  with  you  ;— 
Next,  Cains  Cassius,  do  I  take  your  hand; — 
Now,  Decius  Brutus,  yours; — now  youi\s,  ^Motellus  ; 
Yours,  Cinna ;— and  my  valiant  Casca,  your> ;  - 
Tiiough  last,  not  least  in  love,  yours,  good  Trebonius. 
Gentlemen  all, — alas  !  what  shall  I  say  ? 

*  Grown  toohiirli. 


SCENE  I.]  jrmrs  c^sar.  -29 

]\Iy  credit  uow  stands  on  such  slippery  ground, 

That  one  of  two  bad  ways  you  must  conceit  me, 

Either  a  coward  or  a  batterer. — 

That  I  did  love  theo,  Caesar,  O,  'tis  true : 

If  then  thy  spirit  look  upon  us  now, 

Shall  it  not  grieve  thee,  dearer  than  thy  death, 

To  see  thy  Antony  making  his  peace. 

Shaking  the  bloody  fingers  of  thy  foes, 

Most  noble  !  in  the  iiresonce  of  tliy  corse  ? 

Had  I  as  many  eyes  as  thou  hast  wounds, 

Weeping  as  fast  as  they  stream  forth  thy  blood. 

It  would  become  mo  better,  than  to  close 

In  terms  of  friendship  with  thine  enemies. 

Pardon  me,  J  ulius  ! — Here  wast  thou  l)ay'd,  brave  heart  • 

Here  didst  thou  fall ;  and  here  thy  hunters  stand, 

Sign'd  in  thy  spoil,  and  crimson'd  in  thy  Lethe. 

0  world !  thou  wast  the  ibrest  to  this  hart ; 
And  this,  indeed,  O  world,  the  heart  of  thee. — 
How  like  a  deer,  stricken  by  many  princes. 
Dost  thou  here  lie  ! 

C(ts.  JIark  Antony,-^ — 

Aiif.  Pardon  me,  Cains  Cassius : 
The  enemies  of  Csesar  shall  say  this ; 
Then,  in  a  friend,  it  is  cold  modesty. 

Cas.  I  l)lame  you  not  for  praising  Caesar  so ; 
Eut  what  compact  mean  you  to  have  with  us  ? 
Will  you  be  prick'd  in  number  of  our  friends 
Or  shall  we  on,  and  not  depend  on  you  ? 

Aiif.  Therefore  I  took  your  hands ;  but  ^yu.%  indeed 
Sway'd  from  the  point,  by  looking  down  on  ( ';rsar. 
Friends  am  I  with  you  all,  and  love  you  all ; 
Upon  this  hope,  that  you  shall  give  me  reasons, 
Wh}-,  and  wherein,  Ctcsar  was  dangerous. 

Dri'..  Or  else  were  this  a  savage  spectacle: 
Our  reasons  are  so  full  of  good  regard. 
That  ^^■ore  you  Antony  the  son  of  Caesar, 
You  should  be  satisfied. 

Jnf.  That 'sail  1  seek  : 
And  am  moreover  suitor,  that  I  may 
Produce  his  body  to  the  market-i>lace ; 
And  in  the  puljnt,  as  becomes  a  friend. 
Speak  in  the  order  of  his  funeral. 

£n(.  You  shall,  Mark  Antony. 
_  Ca-f.  Erutus,  a  word  with  you.— 
You  know  not  what  you  do  ;  Do  not  consent. 
That  Antony  speak  in  his  funeral : 
Know  you  how  much  the  people  may  be  moved 
Ey  that  which  ho  will  utter  ?  [Aside. 

Bru.  Ey  your  pardon  ;— 

1  will  myself  into  the  pulpit  first. 

And  shov/  the  reason  of  our  Caesar's  dealh  : 
"What  Anthony  shall  speak,  I  will  protest 
He  speaks  by  leave  and  by  permission  ; 
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And  that  wc  are  contented,  Cscsar  sliall 
Have  all  true  rites,  and  la«  ful  ceremonies. 
It  shall  advantage  more,  tlian  do  us  Avrong. 

Cas.  I  know  not  what  may  fall ;  I  like  it  not. 

£ru.  Mark  Antony,  here,  take  you  Cesar's  body. 
You  shall  not  in  your  funeral  speech  blame  us, 
But  speak  all  good  you  can  devise  of  Caesar ; 
And  say,  you  do't  by  our  permission ; 
Else  shall  you  not  have  any  hand  at  all 
About  his  funeral :  And  you  shall  speak 
In  the  same  pulpit  whereto  I  am  going. 
After  my  speech  is  ended. 

Ani.  Ee  it  so  ; 
I  do  desire  no  more. 

£ni.  Prepare  the  body  then,  and  follow  us. 

[Exeunt  all  hut  ANTONY. 

Ant.  O,  pardon  me,  thou  piece  of  bleeding  earth, 
That  I  am  meek  and  gentle  with  these  butchers ! 
Thou  art  the  ruins  of  the  noblest  man, 
That  ever  lived  iu  the  tide  of  times. 
"Woe  to  the  hand  that  shed  this  costly  blood  ! 
Over  thy  wounds  now  do  I  prophesy,— 
Which,  like  dumb  mouths,  do  ope  their  ruby  lips, 
To  beg  the  voice  and  utterance  of  my  tongue  ; 
A  curse  shall  ligiit  upon  the  limbs  of  men  ; 
Domestic  furj',  and  fierce  civil  sti-ife, 
Shall  cumber  all  the  parts  of  Italy : 
Blood  and  destruction  shall  be  so  in  use, 
And  dreadful  objects  so  familiar. 
That  mothers  shall  but  smile,  when  they  behold 
Their  infants  quarter'd  with  the  hands  of  war ; 
All  pity  choked  with  custom  of  fell  deeds  ; 
And  Csesar's  spirit  ranging  for  revenge, 
■\Yith  Ate  by  his  side,  come  hot  from  hell, 
Shall  in  these  conlines,  with  a  monarch's  voice. 
Cry  Havoc  !  and  let  slip  the  dogs  of  war ; 
That  this  foul  deed  shall  smell  above  the  earth 
"With  carrion  men,  groaning  for  burial. 

Enter  a  Seuvant. 
You  serve  Octavius  Caesar,  do  you  not  ? 

Sere.  I  do,  ilark  Antony. 

Ant.  Cicsar  did  write  for  him  to  C(.)me  to  Tiouic. 

Serv.  He  did  receive  his  letters,  and  is  coming: 
And  bid  me  say  to  you  by  word  of  mouth, — • 
O  Cffisar  ! [Seeing  the  Jio^hj. 

Ant.  Tliy  licart  is  big,  get  thee  apart  and  weep. 
Pa.ssion,  I  see,  is  catching ;  for  mine  eyes 
Seeing  those  l)eads  of  sorrow  stand  in  tliiue. 
Began  to  water.    Is  thy  master  coming  ? 

Serv.  He  lies  to-night  within  seven  leagues  of  Home. 

Ant.  Post  back  -with  speed,  and  tell  hiui  what  hath  chanced  : 
Here  is  a  mourning  Home,  a  dangerous  Eonie, 
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No  Eome  of  safety  for  Octavius  yet ; 

Hie  hence,  and  tell  him  so.    Yet,  stay  a  while  ; 

Thou  shalt  not  back,  till  I  have  born  this  corse 

Into  the  market-place :  there  shall  I  try. 

In  my  oration,  how  the  people  take 

The  cruel  issue  of  these  bloody  men ; 

Accoi'ding  to  the  which,  thou  shalt  discourse 

To  young  Octavius  of  the  state  of  things. 

Lend  me  your  hand.  IJixeuni  icith  C-ESAE's  ho(-l>/. 

SCEXE  II.— The  same.     Tfie  Forum. 
Enter  Beutus  and  Cassius,  and  a  throng  o/ClTlZEXS. 

at.  We  ^yill  be  satisfied ;  let  us  be  satisfied. 

Bnt.  Then  follow  me,  and  give  me  audience,  friends. — 
Cassius,  go  you  into  the  other  street, 
And  part  the  numbers. — 

Those  that  will  hear  me  speak,  let  them  stay  here  ; 
Those  that  will  follow  Cassius,  go  with  him ; 
And  public  reasons  shall  be  rendered 
Of  Csesar's  death. 

1  at.  I  will  hear  Brutus  speak. 

2  Cit.  I  will  hear  Cassius ;  and  compare  their  reasons, 
"When  severally  we  hear  them  rendered. 

\_Exlt  Cassius  ivith  some  of  the  Citizens. 
Beutus  goes  into  the  liusirum. 

3  at.  The  noble  Brvitus  is  ascended :  Silence  ! 
Bru.  Be  patient  till  the  last. 

Eomans,  countrymen,  and  lovers !  *  hear  me  for  my  cause ;  and 
be  silent,  that  you  may  hear :  believe  me  for  mine  honour ;  and 
have  respect  to  mine  honour,  that  you  may  believe :  censure  me 
in  your  wisdom ;  and  awake  your  senses,  that  you  may  the  better 
judge.  If  there  be  any  in  this  assembly,  any  dear  friend  of 
Cfcsar's,  to  him  I  say,  that  Brutus'  love  to  Coesar  was  no  less 
than  his.  If  then  that  friend  demand,  why  Brutus  rose  against 
Crcsar,  this  is  my  answer. — Not  that  I  loved  Caesar  less,  but  that 
I  loved  Home  more.  Had  you  rather  Ctcsar  were  living,  and  die 
all  slaves,  than  that  Ca?sar  were  dead,  to  live  all  free  men  ?  _  As 
Caesar  loved  me,  I  weep  for  him ;  as  he  was  fortunate,  I  rejoice 
at  it ;  as  he  was  valiant,  I  honour  him :  but,  as  he  was  ambitious, 
I  slew  him :  There  are  tears,  for  his  love ;  joy,  for  his  fortune ; 
honour,  for  his  valour;  and  death,  for  his  ambition.  Who  is 
here  so  base,  that  would  be  a  bondman  ?  If  any,  speak  ;  for  him 
have  I  oliended.  Who  is  here  so  rude,  that  would  not  be  a 
Eoman  ?  If  any,  speak  ;  for  him  have  I  offended.  AVho  is  here 
so  vile,  that  will  not  love  his  country  ?  If  any,  speak ;  for  him 
have  I  offended.    I  pause  for  a  reply. 

at.  None,  Brutus,  none.  [Several  spealdng  at  once. 

Bru.  Then  none  have  I  offended.  I  have  done  no  more  to 
Ctesar,  than  you  should  do  to  Brutus.  Tlie  question  of  his  death 
is  enrolled  in  tlie  Capitol :  his  glory  not  extenuated,  wherein  ho 
was  worthy;  nor  his  offences  enforced,  for  ^vhich  he  suffered 
death. 

*  Friends. 
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Unter  AXTOXY  and  others,  iv'ith  C-T:sar"s  Tioihj. 

Here  comes  his  body,  mourned  by  Mark  Antony :  who,  though 
he  had  no  hand  m  his  death,  shall  receive  the  beuetit  oi'  his 
dying,  a  place  in  the  commonwealth;  as  which  of  you  shall  noc? 
\Vith  this  I  depart ;  That,  as  I  slew  my  best  lover*  for  the  good 
of  Eome,  I  have  the  same  dagger  for  myself,  v.heu  it  shall  please 
luy  country  to  need  my  death. 
at.  Live,  Brutus,  live !  live  ! 

1  C'd.  Bring  him  with  triumjih  home  unto  his  house. 

2  at.  Give  him  a  statue  with  liLs  ancestors. 

3  at.  Let  him  be  Ctesar. 

4  ad.  Cjcsar's  better  parts 
Shall  now  be  crown'd  in  Brutus. 

1  at.  "'rt'e'll  bring  him  to  his  house  with  shouts  and  clamours. 
Bru.  !My  countrymen, 

2  ad.  Peace;  silence!    Brutus  speaks. 
1  at.  Peace,  ho  ! 

Bru.  Good  countrj-men,  let  mc  depart  alone, 
-Vnd,  for  my  sake,  stay  here  with  Antony : 
Do  grace  to  Cjcsar's  corse,  and  grace  his  speech 
Tending  to  Caesar's  glories;  which  Mark  Antony, 
Jiy  our  permission,  is  allow'd  to  make. 
I  do  entreat  you,  not  a  man  depart, 
iSave  I  alone,  till  Antony  have  spoke.  Exit. 

1  Cd.  Stay,  ho  !  and  let  us  hear  ^Mark  Antony. 

:}  ad.  Let  him  go  up  into  the  public  chair  ; 
"We'll  hear  him : — Nolile  Antony,  go  up. 

Ant.  Por  Brutus'  sake,  I  am  beholden  to  you. 

4  at.  'AVhat  does  ho  say  of  Brutus  ? 

3  ad.  He  says,  for  Brutus'  sake, 
He  finds  himself  beholden  to  us  all. 

\  at.  'Twere  best  he  speak  no  harm  of  Brutus  here. 

1  Cd.  This  Caesar  was  a  tyrant. 

3  Cd.  Nay,  that's  certain  : 
"\Te  are  bless'd,  that  Eome  is  rid  of  him. 
.  2  Cd.  Peace  ;  let  us  hear  what  Antony  can  :^ay. 

Ant.  You  gentle  Bomans, 

Cd.  Peace,  ho  I  let  us  hear  him. 

Ant.  Friends,  Eomans,  countrymen,  lend  me  your  ears ; 
I  come  to  bury  Cajsar,  not  to  praise  hiui. 
The  evil,  that  men  do,  lives  after  them ; 
The  good  is  oft  interred  with  their  bono^ : 
So  let  it  be  with  Ca;sar.    The  noljle  Brutus 
Hath  told  you,  Ctcsar  was  ambitious : 
If  it  were  so,  it  was  a  grievous  fault ; 
And  grievously  hath  Csesar  answer'd  it. 
Here,  under  leave  of  Brutus,  and  the  rest 
(For  Brutus  is  an  honourable  man  ; 

So  are  they  all,  all  honourable  men) ;  • 

Come  I  to  speak  in  Caisar's  funeral. 
He  was  my  friend,  faithful  and  just  to  me  : 
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But  Brutus  say?,  he  was  ambitious; 

And  Brutus  is  an  honourable  man. 

He  liath  brought  many  captives  home  to  Home, 

Whose  ransoms  did  the  general  coffers  fill : 

Did  this  in  Cocsar  seem  ambitious? 

When  that  the  poor  have  cried,  Ca3sar  hath  wept : 

Ambition  should  be  made  of  sterner  stuff: 

Yet  Brutus  says,  he  was  ambitious ; 

And  Brutus  is  an  honourable  man. 

You  all  did  see,  that  on  the  Lupercal, 

I  thrice  presented  him  a  kingly  crown. 

Which  he  did  thrice  refuse.    Was  this  ambition  ? 

Yet  Brutus  says,  he  was  ambitious ; 

And,  sure,  he  is  an  honourable  man. 

I  speak  not  to  dis]irove  what  ]Jrutus  spoke, 

But  here  I  nm  to  speak  what  I  do  know. 

You  all  did  love  him  once,  not  without  cause ; 

What  cause  withholds  you,  then,  to  mourn  for  him  ? 

0  judgment,  thou  art  fled  to  brutish  beasts. 
And  men  have  lost  their  reason  ! — Bear  with  me  ; 
My  heart  is  in  the  coffin  there  with  Cx-sar, 

And  I  must  pause  till  it  come  back  to  me. 

1  at.  Methiuks,  there  is  much  reason  in  his  sayings. 

2  at.  If  thou  consider  rightly  of  the  matter, 
Ciesar  has  had  great  WTong. 

3  at.  Has  he,  masters  ? 

1  fear,  there  will  a  worse  come  in  his  place. 

4  at.  Mark'd  ye  his  words  ?    He  would  not  take  tlie  cro^'.  n  ; 
Therefore,  'tis  certain  he  was  not  ambitious. 

1  at.  If  it  be  found  so,  some  will  dear  abide  it. 

2  at.  Poor  soul !  his  eyes  are  red  as  fire  with  weeping. 

3  at.  There's  not  a  nobler  man  in  Home  than  Antony. 

4  at.  Now  mark  him,  he  begins  again  to  speak. 
Ant.  But  yesterday,  the  word  of  Caesar  might 

Have  stood  against  the  \vorld :  now  lies  he  there, 
And  none  so  poor*  to  do  him  reverence. 

0  masters !  if^  I  were  disposed  to  stir 
Your  hearts  and  minds  to  mutiny  and  rage, 

1  should  do  Brutus  wrong,  and  Cas.'^ius  wrong. 
Who,  you  all  know,  are  honourable  men  : 

I  will  not  do  them  ^^•rong ;  I  rather  choose 

To  wTong  the  dead,  to  \\Tong  myself,  and  you, 

Than  I  will  -wrong  such  honourable  men. 

But  here's  a  parcliment,  \ntli  the  .seal  of  Caesar, 

I  found  it  in  his  closet,  'tis  his  will : 

Let  but  tlie  commons  hear  this  testament 

(Which,  pardon  me,  I  do  not  mean  to  read). 

And  they  v.ould  go  and  kiss  dead  Caesar's  wounds, 

And  dip  their  napkinsf  in  his  .sacred  blood ; 

Yea,  beg  a  hair  of  him  for  memory. 

And,  dying,  mention  it  within  their  wills, 

*  Low.  t  Handkerchiefs. 

VOL,  lY.  D 
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Bequeathing  it,  as  a  rich  legacy. 
Unto  their  issue. 

4  Git.  "We'll  hear  the  will :  Eead  it,  Mark  Antony. 

at.  The  will,  the  will :  Ave  will  hear  Caesar's  will. 

Ant.  Have  patience,  gentle  friends,  I  must  not  read  it ; 
It  is  not  meet  you  know  how  Csesar  loved  you. 
You  are  not  wood,  you  are  not  stones,  but  men ; 
And,  being  men,  hearing  the  will  of  Csesar, 
It  will  inflame  you,  it  will  make  you  road ; 
'Tis  good  you  know  not  that  you  are  his  heirs ; 
Por  if  you  should,  O,  what  would  come  of  it ! 

4  at.  Eead  the  will ;  we  will  hear  it,  Antony ; 
Tou  shall  read  us  the  will ;  Coesar's  will. 

Ant.  Will  you  be  patient  ?     "Will  you  stay  a  while  ? 
I  have  overshot  myself,  to  tell  you  of  it. 
I  fear,  I  wrong  the  honourable  men, 
"Whose  daggers  have  stabb'd  Ca?sar :  I  do  fear  it. 

4  at.  They  were  traitors :  Honourable  men  ! 

at.  The  will !  the  testament ! 

2  at.  They  were  villains,  murderers :  The  will,  read  the  will ! 

Ant.  You  will  compel  me,  then,  to  read  the  will  ? 
Then  make  a  ring  about  the  corpse  of  Csesar, 
And  let  me  show  you  him  that  made  the  will. 
Shall  I  descend  ?    And  will  you  give  me  leave  ? 

at.  Come  down. 

2  at.  Descend.  [JTe  comes  dawn  from  the  indpit. 

3  at.  You  shall  have  leave. 

4  at.  A  ring ;  stand  round. 

1  at.  Stand  from  the  hearse,  stand  from  the  body. 

2  at.  Eoom  for  Antony ; — most  noble  Antony. 
Ant.  Nay,  press  not  so  upon  me ;  stand  far  off. 
at.  Stand  back  !  room  !  bear  back  ! 

Ant.  If  you  have  tears,  prepare  to  shed  them  nov,'. 
You  all  do  know  this  mantle :  I  remember 
The  first  time  ever  Cisesar  put  it  on ; 
'Twas  on  a  summer's  evening,  in  his  tent ; 
That  day  he  overcame  the  IN  ervii : — 
Look  !  in  this  place,  ran  Cassius'  dagger  through  : 
See,  what  a  rent  the  envious  Casca  made  : 
Through  this,  the  well-beloved  Brutus  stabb'd ; 
And,  as  he  pluck'd  his  cursed  steel  away, 
Mark  how  the  blood  of  Csesar  foUow'd  it ; 
As  rushing  out  of  doors,  to  be  resolved 
If  Brutus  so  unkindly  knock'd,  or  no ; 
Por  Brutus,  as  you  kno\v,  was  Csesar's  angel : 
Judge,  O  you  gods,  how  dearly  Caesar  loved  him  ! 
This  was  the  most  imkindest  cut  of  all : 
For  when  the  noble  Caesar  saw  him  stab, 
Ingratitude,  more  strong  than  traitor's  arms. 
Quite  vanquish'd  him  :  then  burst  his  miv'ily  heart; 
And,  in  his  mantle  rauliling  up  his  face, 
Even  at  the  base  of  Fompey's  statua, 
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'^^'hicll  all  tliG  while  ran  blood,  great  Cscsar  fell. 
O,  what  a  fall  was  there,  my  countrymen ! 
Then  I,  and  you,  and  all  of  u.s  fell  down, 
Whilst  bloody  ti-eason  flourish'd  over  us. 
O,  now  you  weep  ;  and,  I  perceive,  you  feel 
The  dint*  of  pity :  these  are  gracious  drops. 
Kind  souls,  what,  weep  you,  when  you  but  behold 
Our  CiBsar's  vesture  wounded  ?    Look  you  here, 
Here  is  himself,  marr'd,  as  you  see.  with  traitors. 

1  at.  O  piteous  spectacle  ! 

2  at.  O  noble  Caesar  ! 

3  at.  O  woeful  day  ! 

4  at.  O  traitors,  villains  ! 

1  at.  O  most  bloody  sight ! 

2  at.  We  will  be  revenged:  revenge;  about,— seek, — bum,— 
fire, — kill, — slay  ! — let  not  a  traitor  live. 

Ant.  Stay,  countrymen. 

1  at.  Peace  there  : — Hear  the  noble  Antony. 

2  at.  "We'll  hear  him,  we'll  follow  him,  we'll  die  with  him. 
Ant.  Good  friends,  sweet  friends,  let  me  not  stir  you  up 

To  such  a  sudden  flood  of  mutiny. 

They  that  have  done  this  deed  are  honourable ; 

What  private  griefs  t  they  have,  alas,  I  know  not, 

That  made  them  do  it ;  they  are  wise  and  honourable, 

And  will,  no  doubt,  \v\.i\\  reasons  answer  you. 

I  come  not,  friends,  to  steal  away  your  hearts  ; 

I  am  no  orator,  as  J3rutus  is  : 

But,  as  you  know  me  all,  a  plain  blunt  man. 

That  love  my  i'riend ;  and  that  they  know  full  well 

That  gave  me  public  leave  to  speak  of  him. 

For  I  have  neither  wit,  nor  words,  nor  worth, 

Action,  nor  utterance,  nor  the  power  of  speech. 

To  stir  men's  blood  :  I  only  speak  right  on ; 

I  tell  you  that  which  you  yourselves  do  know ; 

Show  you  sweet  Cajsar's  wounds,  poor,  poor  dumb  mouths. 

And  bid  them  speak  for  me  :  Eut  were  I  Erutus, 

And  Erutus  Antony,  there  wore  an  Antony 

Would  ruflle  up  your  spirits,  and  put  a  tongue 

In  every  wound  of  C»sar,  that  should  move 

The  stones  of  Home  to  rise  and  mutiny. 

at.  We'll  mutiny. 

1  at.  We'll  burn  the  house  of  Erutus. 

3  at.  Away  then,  come,  seek  the  conspirators. 
Ant.  Yet  hear  me,  countrymen  ;  yet  hear  me  speak. 
at.  Pence,  ho  !     Hear  Antony,  most  noble  Antony. 
Ant.  Why,  friends,  you  go  to  do  you  know  not  what : 

Wherein  hath  Ca;sar  thus  de-servcd  your  loves  ? 
Ahvs,  you  kno^v  not : — 1  must  tell  you,  then : — 
You  have  tbrgot  the  will  I  told  you  of. 

at.  ]\Iost  true ;— the  will ;— let's  stay,  and  hear  the  will. 
Ant.  Here  is  the  will,  and  under  Cicsar's  seal. 

*  Imijression.  t  Grievances. 

d2 
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To  every  Eoman  citizen  he  gives, 

To  every  several  man,  seventy-five  dracliraa.s  * 

2  Cit.  Most  noble  Caesar ! — we'll  revenge  his  death. 

3  Cit.  O  royal  Cscsar  ! 

Ant.  Hear  me  with  patience. 

Cit.  Peace,  ho ! 

Ant.  iloreover,  he  hath  left  you  all  his  walks, 
His  private  arbours,  and  nev/-planted  orchards, 
On  this  side  Tyber ;  he  hath  left  them  you. 
And  to  your  heirs  for  ever ;  common  plea.sures. 
To  walk  abroad,  and  recreate  yourselves. 
Here  was  a  Cfcsar :  When  comes  such  another  ? 

1  at.  Never,  never : — Come,  away,  away  : 
"We'll  burn  liis  body  in  the  holy  place, 

And  with  the  brands  fire  the  traitor's  houses. 
Take  up  the  body. 

2  Cit.  Go,  fetch  fire. 

3  Cit.  Pluck  down  benches. 

4  at.  Pluck  down  forms,  windows,  anything. 

[Exeunt  Citizens,  tdlh  the  lody. 
Ant.  Now  let  it  work :  [Mischief,  thou  art  afoot, 
Take  thou  what  course  thou  wilt  1 — How  no^^",  lello\\'  ? 

Enter  a  SERVANT. 

Seri\  Sir,  Octavius  is  already  come  to  liomc. 

Ant.  Where  is  he  ? 

Serv.  He  and  Lepidus  are  at  Ca}sar's  house. 

Aut.  And  thither  will  I  straight  to  visit  him  : 
He  comes  upon  a  wish.    Fortune  is  merry, 
And  in  this  mood  will  give  us  anything. 

Serv.  I  heard  him  say,  Brutus  and  Cassius 
Are  rid  like  madmen  through  the  gates  of  Home. 

Ant.  Belike,  they  liad  some  notice  of  the  people. 
How  I  had  moved  them.    Bring  me  to  Octavius.  lExeunt. 

SCENE  III.— The  same.    A  Street. 
Enter  CiNXA,  the  Foel. 
Cin.  I  dreamt  to-night,  that  I  did  fea.st  with  Cwsar, 
And  things  unluckily  charge  my  fantasy: 
I  have  no  \vill  to  wander  forth  of  doors. 
Yet  something  leads  me  forth. 

Enter  CITIZENS. 

1  at.  What  is  your  name  ? 

2  Cit.  Whither  are  you  going  ? 

3  Cit.  Where  do  you  dwell  ? 

4  Cit.  Are  you  a  married  man,  or  a  bachelor  ? 

2  Cit.  Answer  every  man  directlj-. 
1  Cit.  Ay,  and  brieily. 

4  Cit.  Ay,  and  wisely. 

3  Cit.  Ay,  and  truly,  you  were  best. 

Cin.  What  is  my  name  ?    "Wliithcr  am  I  going  ?    "Where  uo  I 

*  .K  Greek  coin  of  the  Value  of  about  scvenpciice. 
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dwell  ?  Am  I  a  married  man,  or  a  bachelor  ?  Then  to  an- 
swer every  man  directly,  and  briefly,  wisely,  and  truly.  "\Vi.-:ely 
I  say,  I  am  a  bachelor. 

2  Cit.  That's  as  much  as  to  say,  they  are  fools  that  marry  :  — 
You'll  bear  me  a  bang  for  that,  I  fear.    Proceed :  directly. 

Ciii.  Directly,  I  am  going  to  Cicsar's  funeral. 

1  Cit.  As  a  friend,  or  an  enemy  ? 
Cin.  As  a  friend. 

2  Cit.  That  matter  is  answered  directly. 
4  Cit.  Por  your  dwelling, — briefly. 

Cin.  Briefly,  I  dwell  by  the  Capitol. 
■'5  Cit.  Your  name.  Sir,  truly. 
Cin.  Truly,  my  name  is  Cinna. 

1  Cit.  Tear  him  to  pieces,  he's  a  conspirator. 
Cin.  I  am  Cinna  the  poet,  I  am  Cinna  the  poet. 

4  Cit.  Tear  him  for  his  bad  verses,  tear  him  for  his  bad  verses. 

2  Cit.  It  is  no  matter,  his  name's  Cinna ;  pluck  but  his  name 
out  of  his  heart,  and  turn  him  noing. 

3  at.  Tear  him,  tear  him.  Come,  brands,  ho  !  fire-brands.  To 
Brutus',  to  Ca.ssius':  burn  all.  Some  toDecius'  house,  and  some 
toCa.sca's:  some  to  Ligarius' :  away:  go.  \  Exeunt. 


ACT  1\. 

SCEyE  I. — The  same.    A  Boom  in  Xisroy\' Sfllouse. 
Antony,  Octavius,  and  Lepidus,  seated  at  Talle. 

Ant.  These  many  then  shall  die  ;  their  names  are  prick'd. 

Oct.  Your  brother  too  must  die ;  Consent  you,  Lepidus  ? 

Eep.  I  do  consent. 

Oct.  Prick  him  down,  Antony. 

Lep.  Upon  condition  Publius  shall  not  live, 
Who  Ls  your  sister's  son,  ilark  Antony. 

Ant.  He  shall  not  live  ;  look,  with  a  spot  I  damn*  him. 
But,  Lepidus,  go  you  to  Caesar's  house  ; 
Petch  the  will  hither,  and  we  will  determine 
How  to  cnt  off  some  charge  in  legacies. 

Lep.  "What,  .shall  I  find  you  here  ? 

Oct.  Or  here,  or  at 
The  Capitol.  [^.t// Lepidus 

Ant.  This  is  a  slight  unmcritablc  man, 
]\Ieet  to  be  sent  on  errands :  Is  it  fit. 
The  three-fold  world  divided,  he  should  stand 
One  of  the  three  to  share  it  ? 

Oct.  So  you  thought  him ; 
And  took  his  voice  who  should  bo  prick'd  to  die, 
In  our  black  sentence  and  proscription. 

Ant.  Octavius,  I  have  seen  more  days  than  you; 
And  though  we  lay  these  honours  on  this  man, 
To  ease  our.selves  of  divers  slanderous  loads. 
He  shall  but  bear  them  as  the  ass  bears  gold ; 
*  Condemn. 
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To  groan  and  sweat  under  the  business, 
Either  led  or  driven,  as  we  point  the  way ; 
And  having  brought  our  treasure  where  we  will, 
Then  take  we  down  his  load,  and  turn  him  ofT, 
Like  to  the  empty  ass,  to  shake  his  ears, 
And  graze  in  commons. 

Oct.  You  may  do  your  will ; 
But  he  's  a  tried  and  valiant  soldier. 

Ant.  So  is  my  horse,  Octavius  ;  and,  for  that, 
I  do  appoint  him  store  of  provender. 
It  is  a  creature  that  I  teach  to  fight. 
To  wind,  to  stop,  to  run  directly  on ; 
His  corporal  motion  govcrn'd  by  my  spirit. 
And,  in  some  taste,  is  Lepidus  but  so ; 
He  must  be  taught,  and  train'd,  and  bid  go  forth : 
A  barren-spirited  fellow ;  one  that  feeds 
On  objects,  arts,  and  imitations : 
Which,  out  of  use,  and  staled  by  other  men, 
13egin  his  fiishion  :  Do  not  talk  of  him. 
But  as  a  property.*    And  now,  Octavius, 
Listen  great  things. — Brutus  and  Cassius 
Are  levying  powers  ;  we  nuist  straight  make  head : 
Therefore  let  our  alliance  be  combined. 
Our  best  friends  made,  and  our  best  means  stretch'd  out ; 
And  let  us  presently  go  sit  in  council, 
How  covert  matters  may  be  best  disclosed. 
And  open  perils  surest  answered. 

Oct.  Let  us  do  so :  for  we  are  at  the  stake, 
And  bay'd  about  with  many  enemies ; 
And  some,  that  smile,  have  in  their  hearts,  I  fear, 
MiUions  of  mischief.  \JExeunt. 

SCENE  IL— Before  Beutus'  Tent,  in  ilie   Camp  near  Sardis. 

Brum.  —  Eiiter  Beutus,  Luciltus,  Lucius,    and   Soldier.s  .- 
TiTlNlUS  and  PiNDAEUS  meeting  them. 

JBru.  Stand  here. 

Luc.  Give  the  word,  ho !  and  stand. 

Bru.  "What  now,  Lucilius?  is  Cassius  near  ? 

jLuc.  He  is  at  hand ;  and  Pindarus  is  come 
To  do  you  salutation  from  his  master. 

[Pindarus  (jives  a  letter  io  Beutus. 

Bru.  He  greets  me  ^^■cll. — Your  master,  Pindarus, 
In  his  own  change,  or  by  ill  oflicers. 
Hath  given  me  some  wmX  hy  cause  to  wish 
Things  done,  undone  :  but  if  he  be  at  hand, 
I  shall  be  satisfied. 

IHn.  I  do  not  doubt 
But  that  my  noble  master  will  ajipcar 
Such  as  he  is,  full  of  regard  and  honour. 

Bru.  He  is  not  doubted. — A  word,  Lucilius  : 
How  he  received  you,  let  me  be  resolved. 

♦  As  a  thing  at  our  dispo.sal. 
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Luc.  AVith  courtesy,  and  with  respect  enough ; 
"But  not  with  such  fomihar  instances, 
Nor  with  such  free  and  friendly  conference. 
As  he  hath  used  of  oli 

Bru.  Thou  hast  described 
A  liot  friend  coohng :  Ever  note,  LuciUus, 
"When  love  begins  to  sicken  and  decay, 
It  useth  an  enforced  ceremony. 
There  are  no  tricks  in  plain  and  simple  faith : 
Eut  hollow  men,  like  horses  hot  at  hand. 
Make  gallant  show  and  promise  of  their  mettle : 
But  when  they  should  endure  the  bloody  spur, 
They  fall  their  crests,  and,  like  deceitful  jades, 
Sink  in  the  trial.    Comes  his  army  on  ? 

Luc.  They  mean  this  night  in  Sardis  to  be  quarter'd ; 
The  greater  part,  the  horse  in  general. 
Are  come  with  Cassius.  l^March  within. 

Bru.  Hark,  he  is  arrived  : — 
ilarch  gently  on  to  meet  him. 

i:nier  Cassius  and  Soldiers. 

Cas.  Stand,  ho ! 

Bru.  Stand,  ho !  Speak  the  word  along. 

Within.  Stand. 

Within.  Stand. 

Within.  Stand. 

Cas.  5Iost  noble  brother,  you  have  done  me  wrong. 

Bri(.  Judge  me,  you  gods  !  AVrong  I  mine  enemies  ? 
And,  if  not  so,  how  should  I  wrong  a  brother  ? 

Cas.  Brutus,  this  sober  form  of  yours  hides  wrongs ; 
And  when  you  do  them 

Bru.  Cassius,  be  content. 
Speak  your  griefs  *  softly, — I  do  know  you  well : — 
Jk'fore  the  eyes  of  both  our  armies  here, 
AVhicli  should  jierceive  nothing  but  love  from  u.-<. 
Let  us  not  ^\Tangle  :  Bid  them  move  away ; 
Then  in  my  tent,  Cassius,  enlarge  your  griefs. 
And  I  will  give  you  audience. 

Cas.  Pindarus, 
Bid  our  commanders  lead  their  charges  off 
A  little  from  this  ground. 

Bru.  Lucilius,  do  the  lilce ;  and  let  no  man 
Come  to  our  tent,  till  we  have  done  our  conference. 
Let  Lucius  and  Titinius  guard  our  door.  [L.veunf. 

SCLXi:  LIL—  Within  the  Tent  of  Bkutus.     Lrcius  and 
Titinius  at  some  distance  from  it. 

Enter  Brutus  and  Cassius. 

^  Cas.  That  you  have  wrong'd  me,  doth  appear  in  this : 
You  have  condemn'd  and  noted  Lucius  Pella, 
Por  taking  bribes  here  of  the  Sardians ; 
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AVherein,  iny  letters,  praying  on  his  side, 
Eecauso  I  knew  the  man,  were  sHghted  off. 

I^ni.  You  wrong'd  yourself,  to  write  in  such  a  case. 

Can.  In  such  a  time  as  this,  it  is  not  meet 
That  every  nice*  offence  should  bear  his  comment. 

Brii.  Let  me  tell  you,  Cassius,  you  yourself 
Are  much  condemn'd  to  have  an  itching  palm 
To  sell  and  mart  your  offices  for  gold. 
To  undeservers. 

Cas.  I  an  itching  palm  ? 
You  know,  that  you  are  Brutus  that  speak  tins, 
Or,  by  the  gods,  this  speech  were  else  your  last. 

Bru.  The  name  of  Cassias  honours  this  corruption. 
And  chastisement  doth  therefore  hide  his  head. 

Ca.f.  Chastisement ! 

Jini.  llemember  March,  the  ides  of  iNfaroh  romemljer ! 
Did  not  great  Julius  bleed  for  justice'  sake  ? 
What  villain  touch'd  his  body,  that  did  stab. 
And  not  for  justice  ?    What,  shall  one  of  us, 
That  struck  the  foremost  man  of  all  this  world, 
But  for  supporting  robbers  ;  shall  wo  now 
Contaminate  our  lingers  with  ba.se  briljcs  ? 
And  sell  the  mighty  .space  of  our  large  honours, 
Tor  so  ranch  trash  as  may  be  gra.^ped  thus  ? — 
I  had  rather  be  a  dog,  and  bay  the  moon, 
Than  such  a  Roman. 

Cff.y.  Brutus,  bay  not  mo, 
I'll  not  endure  it :  you  ibrget  yourself, 
To  hedge  me  in  ;  I  am  a  soldier,  I, 
Older  in  practice,  abler  than  yourself  to  make  conditions.f 

Jim.  Go  to ;  you're  not,  Cassius. 

Cas.  I  am. 

Urit.  I  say,  you  arc  not. 

Cas.  I'rge  me  no  more,  I  shall  forget  myself; 
Have  mind  upon  your  health,  tempt  me  no  further. 

Bru.  Away,  slight  man  ! 

Cas.  Is't  possible  ? 

Brn.  Hear  me,  for  I  will  s])cak. 
IMust  I  give  way  and  room  to  your  rash  choler  ? 
Shall  1 1)0  I'righted,  when  a  madman  stares  ? 

Cas.  O  ye  gods  !  ye  gods  !  Must  I  endure  all  this  ? 

Urii.  All  this  ?  ay,  more :  Fret  till  your  proud  heart  break  ; 
Go,  show  your  slaves  how  choleric  yon  are. 
And  make  your  bondmen  tremble.     ]\Iust  I  l)udgo  ? 
!Must  I  observe  you?    Must  I  stand  and  crouch 
Under  your  testy  humour  ?    By  the  gods. 
You  shall  digest  the  venom  of  your  sitleen. 
Though  it  do  split  you  :  for,  from  this  day  forth, 
I'll  use  you  for  my  mirth,  yea,  for  my  lauglitcr 
When  you  are  waspish. 

Cas.  Is  it  come  to  this  ? 

Jirn.  You  say  you  are  a  better  soldier : 

*  Pettv.  t  The  terms  on  wliich  to  confer  ofticcs. 
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Let  it  appear  so ;  make  your  vaunting  true. 
And  it  shall  please  me  well :  Por  mine  own  part, 
I  shall  be  glad  to  learn  of  noble  men. 

Cas.  You  wrong  me  every  way,  you  wrong  me,  Brutus ; 
I  said  an  elder  soldier,  not  a  better : 
Did  I  say,  better? 

Jim.  If  you  did,  I  care  not. 

Cas.  When  Caesar  lived  he  durst  not  thus  have  moved  me. 

J3ri(.  Peace,  peace ;  you  durst  not  so  have  tempted  him. 

Cas.  I  durst  not  ? 

Sru.  No. 

Cas.  "What  ?  durst  not  tempt  him  ? 

Jim.  Por  your  life  you  durst  not. 

Cas.  Bo  not  presume  too  much  uj>on  my  love, 
I  may  do  that  I  shall  be  sorry  for. 

Jiru.  You  have  done  that  you  should  be  sorry  for. 
There  is  no  terror,  Cassius^  in  your  threats  : 
Por  I  am  arm'd  so  strong  m  honesty. 
That  they  pass  by  me,  as  the  idle  wind, 
Which  I  respect  not.    I  did  send  to  you 
Por  certain  sums  of  gold,  which  you  denied  me ; — 
Por  I  can  raise  no  money  by  vile  means : 
By  heaven,  I  had  rather  coin  my  heart. 
And  drop  my  blood  for  drachmas,  than  to  wrinp' 
Prom  the  hard  hands  of  peasants  their  vile  trash. 
By  any  indirection.    I  did  send 
To  you  for  gold  to  pay  my  legions, 
Which  you  denied  me  :  Was  that  done  like  Cassias  ? 
Should  I  have  answer'd  Caius  Cassius  so  ? 
^A'hen  Marcus  Brutus  grows  so  covetous. 
To  lock  such  rascal  counters  from  his  friends. 
Be  ready,  gods,  with  all  your  thunderbolts, 
Dash  him  to  pieces  ! 

Cas.  I  denied  you  not. 

Jiru.  You  did. 

Cas.  I  did  not : — he  was  but  a  fool 
That  brought  my  answer  back.^Brutus  hath  rived  my  heart : 
A  friend  should  bear  his  friend's  infirmities. 
But  Brutus  makes  mine  greater  than  they  are. 

Jini,  I  do  not,  till  you  practise  them  on  me. 

Cas.  You  love  me  not. 

Jiri'.  I  do  not  like  your  faults. 

Cas.  A  friendly  eye  could  never  see  such  faults. 

Jiru.  A  flatterer's  would  not,  though  they  do  appear 
As  huge  as  high  Olympus. 

Cas.  Come,  Antony,  and  young  Octavius,  come, 
Eevenge  yourselves  alone  on  Cassius  ! 
For  Cassius  is  aweary  of  the  v.orld  : 
Hated  by  one  he  loves ;  braved  by  his  brother: 
Check'd  like  a  bondman  ;  all  his  faults  observed, 
Set  in  a  note-book,  learn'd  and  conn'd  by  rote, 
To  cast  imto  my  teeth.    O,  I  could  weep 
ily  spirit  from  mine  eyes ! — There  is  my  dagger, 
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And  here  my  naked  breast ;  within,  a  heart 

Dearer  than  Pkitus'  mine,  richer  than  gold: 

If  that  thou  he'st  a  Roman,  take  it  forth ; 

I,  that  denied  thee  gold,  will  give  my  heart : 

Strike,  as  thou  didst  at  Cscsar ;  for,  I  know, 

When  thou  didst  hate  him  worse,  thou  lovedst  him  better 

Than  ever  thou  lovedst  Cassius. 

Bru.  Sheath  your  dagger : 
Be  angry  when  you  will,  it  shall  have  scope ; 
Do  what  you  will,  dishonour  shall  be  humour. 
O  Cassius,  you  are  yoked  with  a  lamb 
That  carries  anger,  as  the  flint  bears  fire ; 
"\A'ho,  much  enforced,  shows  a  hasty  spark. 
And  straight  is  cold  again. 

Cas.  Hath  Cassius  lived 
To  be  but  mirth  and  laughter  to  his  Brutus, 
When  grief,  and  blood  ill-temper'd,  vexeth  him  ? 

Bnt.  When  I  spoke  that,  I  was  ill-temper'd  too. 

Cas.  Do  you  confess  so  much  ?  Give  me  your  hand. 

Bni.  And  my  heart  too. 

Cas.  O  Brutus ! — 

Bru.  What's  the  matter  ? 

Cas.  Have  you  not  love  enough  to  bear  Avith  me. 
When  that  rash  humour  which  my  mother  gave  me, 
3Iakes  me  forgetful  ? 

Bru.  Yes,  Cassius ;  and  henceforth. 
When  you  are  over-earnest  with  your  Brutus, 
He'll  think  your  mother  chides,  and  leave  you  so.  [Xoise  vntJiin. 

Poet.  [_ivithin'].  Let  me  go  in  to  see  the  generals ; 
There  is  some  grudge  between  them  ;  'tis  not  meet 
They  be  alone. 

Luc.  [^ivithin^.  You  shall  not  come  to  them. 

Poet,  [witkin].  Nothing  but  death  shall  stay  me. 

Unfer  PoET. 

Cas.  How  now  ?  What's  the  matter  ? 

Boet.  Por  shame,  you  generals ;  What  do  you  mean  ? 
Love,  and  be  friends,  as  two  such  men  should  be ; 
Por  1  have  seen  more  years,  I'ni  sure,  than  ye. 

Cas.  Ha,  ha  ;  how  vilely  doth  this  cynic  rhyme  ! 

Bru.  Get  you  hence,  sirrah ;  saucy  fellow,  hence. 

Cas.  Bear  with  him,  Brutus ;  'tis  his  fashion. 

B)-i(.  I'll  know  his  humour  when  he  knows  his  time  : 
What  should  the  wars  do  with  these  jigging  fools  ? 
Companion,  *  hence. 

Cas.  Away,  awaj',  be  gone.  'iE.rit  Poet. 

i:7iier  LrciLlUS  and  TlTlNlUS. 

Bru.  Lucilius  and  Titinius,  bid  the  commanders 
Prepare  to  lodge  their  companies  to-night. 

Cas.  And  come  yourselves,  and  bring  Mcssala  with  you. 
Immediately  to  us.  lE.veu>it  Lucilius  and  Titixius. 
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Srti.  Lucilius,  a  bowl  of  wine. 
Cas.  I  did  not  think  you  could  have  been  so  angry. 
Jim.  O  Cassias,  I  am  sick  of  many  jiriefs. 
Cas.  Of  yoiu"  philosophy  you  make  uo  use. 
If  you  give  place  to  accidental  evils. 
JBni.  No  man  bears  sorro\v  better : — Poi-tia  is  dead. 
Cas.  Ha  !  Portia  ? 
line.  She  is  dead. 
Cas.  How  'sca])cd  I  killing,  when  I  cross'd  you  so  ? — 

0  insupportable  and  touching  loss  ! — 
Upon  what  sickness  ? 

liru.  Impatient  of  my  absence ; 
And  grief,  that  young  Octavius  with  Mark  Antony 
Have  made  themselves  so  strong ; — for  with  her  death 
That  tidings  came  ; — with  this  she  fell  distract. 
And,  her  attendants  absent,  swailow'd  fire. 

Cas.  And  died  so  ? 

Brn.  Even  so. 

Cas.  O  ye  immortal  gods ! 

Enter  Lucius,  with  wine  and  tapers. 

Brv.  Speak  no  more  of  her. — Give  mc  a  bowl  of  wine : — 
In  this  I  bury  all  unkindness,  Cassius.  [Driiils. 

Cas.  !My  heart  is  thirsty  for  that  noble  pledge : — 
Fill,  Lucius,  till  the  wine  o'erswell  the  cup; 

1  cannot  drink  too  much  of  Brutus'  love.  [Driids. 

Ee-enter  TiTlNlUS,  with  Messala. 

Brn.  Come  in,  Titinius  : — Welcome,  good  ilessala. — 
Now  sit  we  close  about  this  taper  here. 
And  call  in  ciuestion  our  necessities. 

Cas.  Portia,  art  thou  gone? 

Bri'.  No  more,  I  pray  you. — 
!Messala,  I  have  here  received  letters, 
That  young  Octavius,  and  Mark  Antony, 
Come  down  upon  us  ^rith  a  mighty  power. 
Bending  their  expedition  toward  Philippi. 

Mess.  ^Myself  have  letters  of  the  self-.same  tenour. 

Brn.  "With  what  addition  ? 

Mess.  That  by  proscription,  and  bills  of  outlawry, 
Octavius,  Antony,  and  Lepidus, 
Have  put  to  death  a  hundred  senators. 

Bru.  Therein  our  letters  do  not  well  agree, 
Mine  speak  of  seventy  senators,  that  died 
By  their  proscriptions,  Cicero  being  one. 

Cas.  Cicero  one  ? 

Mess.  Ay,  Cicero  is  dead. 
And  by  that  order  of  proscription. — 
Had  you  your  letters  from  your  wife,  my  lord  ? 

Bru.  No,  Messala. 

Mes.  Nor  nothing  in  your  letters  -vvrit  of  her  ? 

Bru.  Nothing,  Mes-sala. 

Mes.  That,  methinks,  is  strange. 

Bru.  "\^'hy  ask  you  ?  hear  you  aught  of  her  in  yours  ? 
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3Ies.  No,  my  lord. 

Brii.  Now,  ns  you  are  a  Roman,  tell  me  true. 

lies.  Then  like  a  Roman  bear  the  truth  I  tell : 
For  certain  she  is  dead,  and  by  strange  manner. 

Jim.  'Why,  farewell,  Portia. — \\^e  must  die,  Messaia : 
With  meditating  that  she  must  die  once, 
I  have  the  patienee  to  endure  it  now. 

Mes:  Even  so  great  men  great  lo.-ses  should  endure. 

Cas.  I  have  as  much  of  this  in  art  *  as  you, 
Eut  yet  my  nature  could  not  bear  it  so. 

Brn.  A^^ell,  to  our  ivork  alive.    AVhat  do  you  think 
Of  marching  to  Philippi  presently  ? 

Cas.  I  do  not  think  it  good. 

Sri'.  Yoiu-  reason  ? 

Cas.  This  it  is  : 
'Tis  better  that  the  enemy  seek  us : 
So  shall  he  waste  his  means,  weary  his  soldiers, 
Doing  himself  oftence  ;  whilst  we,  lying  still, 
Are  full  of  rest,  defence,  and  nimblenoss. 

Jim.  Good  reasons  must,  of  force,  give  place  to  better. 
The  people,  'twixt  Philippi  and  this  ground. 
Do  stand  but  in  a  forced  affection  ; 
For  they  have  grudged  us  contribution  : 
The  enemy,  marching  along  by  them, 
By  them  shall  make  a  fuller  number  up. 
Come  on  refresli'd,  new-added,  and  encouraged  ; 
From  which  advantage  shall  we  cut  him  olf, 
If  at  Philippi  we  do  face  him  there, 
These  ])eople  at  our  back. 

Cas.  Hear  me,  good  brother. 

Jim.  Under  your  pardon. — You  must  note  beside. 
That  we  have  tried  the  utmost  of  our  friends. 
Our  legions  are  brim-full,  our  cause  is  ripe  : 
The  enemy  increa.setli  evei-y  day, 
"V^'e,  at  the  height  are  ready  to  decline. 
There  is  a  tide  in  the  atlhirs  of  men, 
AVhich,  taken  at  the  flood,  leads  on  to  fortune ; 
Omitted,  all  the  voyage  of  their  life 
Is  bound  in  shallows,  and  in  miseries. 
On  such  a  full  sea  are  we  now  afloat : 
And  we  must  take  the  current  when  it  serves, 
Or  lose  our  ventures. 

Cas.  Then,  with  your  will,  go  on  ; 
"\Ye'!l  along  ourselves,  and  meet  them  at  Philip]ii. 

7?;vf.  The  deep  of  night  is  crept  upon  our  talk, 
And  nature  nuist  obey  necessity ; 
AVhich  wo  will  niggard  with  a  little  rest. 
There  is  no  more  to  say  ? 

Cas.  No  more.    Good  night ; 
Early  to-morrow  will  we  rise,  and  hence. 

Jim.  liucius,  my  gown.     [I'^-rif  Lucius.]     Farewell,    good 
ilessala  ;  — 

*  Theory. 
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Good  night,  Titinius : — Noble,  noble  Cassius, 
Good  night,  and  good  repose. 

Can.  O  my  dear  brother, 
This  was  an  ill  beginning  of  the  night : 
Never  come  such  division  'tween  our  souls  ! 
Let  it  not,  Brutus. 

Bru.  Everything  is  well. 

Cas.  Good  night,  my  lord. 

Biu.  Good  night,  good  brother. 

Tit.  lies.  Good  night,  lord  Erutus. 

£ru.  Farewell,  every  one. 

[Jixeunt  Cassius,  Titixius,  and  MesSat.a. 

Se-enier  LVCIUS,  tcith  ilie  Goini. 
Give  me  the  gown.    Where  is  thy  instrument  ? 

Lv.c.  Here,  in  the  tent. 

£ru.  Vi'hat,  thou  speak'st  drowsily  ? 
Poor  knave,  I  blame  thee  not ;  thou  art  o'erwateh'd. 
Call  Claudius,  and  some  oilier  of  my  men  ; 
I'll  have  tliem  sleep  on  cushions  in  my  t€nt. 

Zac.  Yarro,  and  Claudius  ! 

Enter  YaERO  and  CLAUDIUS. 

Vai-.  Calls  my  lord  ? 

Bri'..  I  pray  you,  sirs,  lie  in  my  tent,  and  sleep ; 
It  may  be,  I  shall  raise  you  by  and  by 
On  business  to  my  brother  Cassius. 

Var.  So  please  you,  we  will  stand,  and  watch  your  pleasure. 

Bi-t'..  I  will  not  have  it  so:  lie  down,  good  Sirs; 
It  may  be  I  shall  otherwise  bethink  me. 
Look,  Lucius,  here's  the  book  I  sought  for  so, 
I  put  it  in  the  pocket  of  my  gown.  [Sekyaxts  lie  dvmi. 

Lite.  I  was  sure  your  lordship  did  not  give  it  me. 

Brn.  Bear  with  me,  good  boy,  I  am  much  forget  ful. 
Canst  thou  hold  u])  thy  heavy  eyes  awhile. 
And  touch  thy  instrument  a  strain  or  two  ? 

Lnc.  Ay,  my  lord,  an  it  please  you. 

Bru.  It  does,  my  boy : 
I  trouble  thee  too  much,  but  thou  art  willing. 

Luc.  It  is  my  duly.  Sir. 

Bni.  I  should  not  urge  thy  duty  past  thy  might ; 
I  know  young  bloods  look  for  a  time  of  re>t. 

Bvc.  I  have  slept,  my  lord,  already. 

Bru.  It  is  well  done  ;  and  thou  shalt  sleep  again ; 
I  will  not  hold  thee  long :  if  I  do  live, 

I  will  be  good  to  thee.  \ Music  and  a  Song. 

This  is  a  sleepy  tune : — O  murd'rous  slumber  ! 
Lay'st  thou  thy  leaden  mace  *  upon  my  boy. 
That  plays  thee  music  ?— Gentle  knave,  good  night ; 
I  will  not  do  thee  so  much  wrong  to  wake  thee. 
If  thou  dost  nod,  thou  break'st  thy  instrument ; 
I'll  take  it  from  thee ;  and,  good  boy,  good  night. 

*  Sceptre, 
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Ivet  me  see,  let  me  see ; — Ts  not  the  leaf  turn'd  dorni, 

Where  I  left  readinj,'  ?    Here  it  is,  I  think.  [JZe  sits  doicn. 

Enter  the  Ghost  of  CiESAE. 
How  ill  this  taper  burns ! — Ha !  who  comes  here  ? 
I  think,  it  is  the  weakness  of  mine  eyes, 
That  shapes  this  monstrous  apparition. 
It  comes  upon  me : — Art  thou  anything  ? 
Art  thou  some  god,  some  angel,  or  some  devil, 
That  makest  my  blood  cold,  and  my  hair  to  stare  ? 
Speak  to  me  what  thou  art. 

Ghost.  Thy  evil  spirit,  Brutus. 

Uru.  "Why  comest  thou  ? 

Ghost.  To  tell  thee,  thou  shalt  see  me  at  Philippi. 

Bru.  Well; 
Then  I  shall  see  thee  again  ? 

Ghost.  Ay,  at  Philippi.  [GnoST  vanishes. 

Bru.  Why,  I  will  see  thee  at  Philippi  then. — 
Now  I  have  taken  heart,  thou  vanishest : 
111  spirit,  I  would  hold  more  talk  with  thee. — 
Boy  !  Lucius ! — Varro  !     Claudius  !  Sirs,  awake  ! — 
Claudius  ! 

Iaic.  The  strings,  my  lord,  are  false. 

Bru.  He  thinks,  he  still  is  at  his  instrument, — 
Lucius,  awake. 

Zaic.  My  lord ! 

Bru.  Thou  didst  dream,  Lucius,  that  thou  so  cry'dst  out  ? 

Imc.  My  lord,  I  do  not  know  that  I  did  cry. 

Bru.  Yes,  that  thou  didst :  Didst  thou  see  anything  ? 

Lite.  Nothing,  my  lord. 

Bru.  Sleep  again,  Lucius. — Sirrah,  Claudius  ! 
Pellow  thou !  awake. 

Var.  ]My  lord. 

Clau.  I\Iy  lord. 

Bru.  Why  did  you  so  cry  out.  Sirs,  in  your  sleep  ? 

Var.  Clau.  Did  we,  my  lord  ? 

Bru.  Ay:  Saw  you  anything? 

Var.  No,  my  lord,  I  saw  nothing. 

Clau.  Nor  I,  my  lord. 

Bru.  Go,  and  commend  me  to  my  brother  Cassius ; 
Bid  him  set  on  his  powers  betimes  before, 
And  we  will  follow. 

Var.  Clau.  it  shall  be  done,  my  lord.  [Ed-cuuf. 


ACT  Y. 

SCEX?:  I.— The  Plains  of  Bhillppi. 
Enley  OcTAVlTS,  Antoxy,  and  their  Arr.xy. 
Oct.  Now,  Antony,  our  hopes  arc  answered  : 
You  said,  the  eiK'Uiy  would  not  conic  dowi!, 
But  keep  the  hills  and  upper  regions; 


SCENE  I.J  jrLirs  CMSAS..  47 

It  proves  not  so ;  their  battles  are  at  hand ; 
They  mean  to  warn  *  us  at  Philippi  here, 
Answering  before  we  do  demand  of  them. 

Anf.  Tut,  I  am  in  their  bosoms,  and  I  know 
Wherefore  they  do  it :  they  could  be  content 
To  visit  other  places :  and  come  down 
With  fearful  bravery,  thinking,  by  this  face, 
To  fasten  in  our  thoughts  that  they  have  courage ; 
But  'tis  not  so. 

Enter  a  Messexgek. 

3Iess.  Prepare  you,  generals  : 
The  enemy  comes  on  in  gallant  show ; 
Their  bloody  sign  of  battle  is  hung  out. 
And  something  to  be  done  immediately. 

Ant.  Octavius,  lead  your  battle  softly  on, 
Upon  the  left  hand  of  the  even  field. 

Ocf.  Upon  the  right  hand  I,  keep  thou  the  left. 

Ant.  "Why  do  you  cross  me  in  this  exigent  ? 

Oct.  I  do  not  cross  you;  but  I  will  do  so.  [Jlarch. 

Drum.    Enter  Brutus,  Cassius,  and  their  Army ;  LuciLirs, 
TiTlNlUS,  Messala,  and  Others. 

Brri.  They  stand,  and  would  have  parley. 

Cas.  Stand  fast,  Titinius  :  AVe  must  out  and  talk. 

Oct.  Mark  Antony,  shall  we  give  sign  of  battle  ? 

Ant.  No,  Cajsar,  we  will  answer  on  their  charge. 
Make  forth,  the  generals  woidd  have  some  words. 

Oct.  Stir  not  until  the  signal. 

Bru.  "U'ords  before  blows  :  Is  it  so,  countrymen  ? 

Oct.  jS^ot  that  we  love  words  better,  as  you  "do. 

Bru.  Good  words  are  better  than  bad  strokes,  Octavius. 

Ant.  In  your  bad  strokes,  Brutus,  you  give  good  words: 
Witness  tlie  hole  you  made  in  Caesar's  heart, 
Crying,  Long  live!  hail,  Casar  '. 

Cas.  Antony, 
The  posture  of  your  blows  are  yet  unknown  ; 
But  for  your  words,  they  rob  the  Hybla  bees. 
And  leave  them  honeyless. 

Ant.  isot  stingless  too. 

BriL  O,  yes,  and  soundless  too ; 
For  you  have  stolen  their  buzzing,  Antony, 
And,  very  wisely,  threat  before  you  sting. 

Ant.  'Villains,  you  did  not  so,  v.hen  your  \'ile  daggers 
Hack'd  one  another  in  the  sides  of  Cscsar  : 
You  show'd  your  teeth  like  apes,  and  fawn'd  like  hounds. 
And  bow'd  like  bondmen,  kissing  Cjcsar's  feet; 
Whilst  damned  Casca,  like  a  cur,  behind. 
Struck  Cffisar  on  the  neck.    O  flatterers ! 

Cas.  Flatterers  ! — Now,  Brutus,  thank  yottrself : 
This  tongue  had  not  offended  so  to-day. 
If  Cassius  might  have  ~uled. 

Oct.  Come,  come,  the  cause :  If  arguing  make  us  sweat, 
*  Summon. 
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The  proof  of  it  will  turu  to  redder  drops. 

Look ; 

I  draw  a  sword  against  conspirators ; 

AVhen  think  you  that  the  sword  goes  up  again  ?^ 

Never,  till  Ctcsars  three  and  twenty  wounds 

Be  well  avenged ;  or  till  another  Ceesar 

Have  added  slaughter  to  the  sword  of  traitors. 

Bm.  Caesar,  thou  can'st  not  die  by  traitors, 
Unless  thou  bring'st  them  with  thee. 

Oct.  So  I  hope ; 
I  was  not  horn  to  die  on  Brutus'  sword. 

Bru.  O,  if  thou  wert  the  noblest  of  thy  strain, 
Young  man,  thou  couldst  not  die  more  honourable. 

Cos.  A  peevish  schoolboy,  worthless  of  such  honour, 
Join'd  with  a  masker  and  a  reveller. 

Ant.  Old  Ca.-;sius  still ! 

Oct.  Come,  Antony  ;  away. — 
Defiance,  traitors,  hurl  we  in  your  teeth: 
If  you  dare  light  to-day,  (;ome  to  the  field ; 
If  not,  wlien  you  have  stomachs. 

[Exeunt  OCTATIUS,  ANTONY,  and  their  Army. 

Cas.  TV'hy  now,  blow,  wind ;  swell  billo^v ;  and  swim,  bark  ! 
The  storm  is  up,  and  all  is  on  the  hazard. 

Bru.  Ho ! 
Lucilius ;  hark,  a  word  with  you. 

Luc.  My  lord.  [Bkutus  and  LUCILIUS  converse  apart. 

Cas.  Messala, — 

Mes.  "What  says  my  general  ? 

Cas.  ^lessala. 
This  is  my  birth-day  :  as  this  very  day 
"Was  Cassius  born.    Give  me  thy  hand,  Messala : 
Be  thou  my  witness,  that,  against  my  will, 
As  Pompey  wa.s,  am  I  compcU'd  to  set 
Upon  one  battle  all  our  liberties. 
You  know,  that  I  held  Epicurus  strong, 
And  his  opinion :  now  I  chamzo  my  mind. 
And  partly  credit  things  that  do  presage. 
Coming  from  Sardis,  on  our  former  *  ensign 
Two  mighty  eagles  fell,  and  there  they  perch'd, 
Gorging  and  feeding  from  our  soldiers'  hands ; 
AVho  to  riiilipiii  here  consorted  t  us  ; 
This  morniiig  are  they  fled  away,  and  gone ; 
And  in  their  steads,  do  ravens,  crows,  and  kites, 
Fly  o'er  our  heads,  and  dov.-nward  look  on  us. 
As  we  were  sickly  prey ;  tlieir  shadows  seem 
A  c:ino])y  most  fatal,  xmder  which 
Our  army  lies,  ready  to  give  up  the  ghost. 

Jlex.  Believe  not  so. 

C'(.'.9.  I  but  believe  it  partly ; 
For  I  am  fresh  of  sjiirit,  and  i-esolved 
To  meet  all  perils  very  constantly. 

Bru.  Even  so,  Lucilius. 

*  Foremost.  t   Accompanied. 
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Ca.f.  'Sow,  most  noble  Brutus, 
The  gods  to-day  stand  frioiidly  ;  that  we  may, 
Lovers  in  pence,  lead  on  our  days  to  age  ! 
But,  since  the  affairs  of  men  rest  stili  unc^riaiu, 
Let's  reason  with  the  vrorst  that  may  beiall. 
It'  we  do  lose  the  battle,  then  is  this 
I'he  very  last  time  we  shall  speak  together : 
'\'\'hat  are  you  then  determined  to  do  ? 

J3ni.  Even  by  the  rule  of  that  philosophy. 
By  which  I  did  l)lame  Cato  for  the  death 
Which  he  did  give  himself: — I  Icuow  not  bow. 
But  I  do  find  it  cowardly  and  vile, 
Por  fear  of  what  might  fall,  so  to  prevent 
The  time  of  life : — arming  myself  with  patience, 
To  stay  the  providence  of  some  high  powers, 
That  govern  us  liolow. 

Cas.  Then,  if  we  lose  this  battle, 
You  arc  contented  to  be  led  in  triumph 
Through  the  streets  of  Rome  ? 

J3ru.  So,  Cassius,  no:  think  not,  thou  noble  Itonian 
That  ever  Erutus  will  go  bound  to  Eome  ; 
He  bears  too  great  a  mind.    But  this  same  day 
Must  end  that  work,  the  ides  of  March  begun  ; 
And  whether  we  shall  meet  again,  1  know  not 
Therefore  our  everlasting  farewell  take  : — 
Por  ever,  and  for  ever,  farewell,  Cassir.s  ! 
If  we  do  meet  again,  why  we  shall  smile ; 
If  not,  why  then  this  parting  was  well  made. 

Cas.  For  ever,  and  for  ever,  farewell,  Erutus  ! 
If  we  do  meet  again,  we'll  smile  indeed ; 
If  not,  'tis  true,  this  parting  vras  well  made. 

Bnc.  "\^'hy  tlicn,  lead  on. — O,  that  a  man  might  know 
The  end  of  this  day's  busine^.s,  ere  it  come  I 
But  it  sufiiceth,  that  the  day  Mill  end. 
And  then  the  end  is  knovtu. — Come,  ho  !  away  I  [Exeia/f. 

SCENE  II.— The  same.     The  Fltld  of  Batfh. 
Alarum. — Eider  Beutus  and  Mess.ila. 
Bru.  Eide,  ride,  Messala,  ride,  and  give  these  bills* 
Unto  the  legions  on  the  other  side :  _  iLov.d  Alarum. 

Let  them  set  on  at  once ;  for  I  perceive 
But  cold  demeanour  in  Octuviu.s'  wing. 
And  sudden  push  gives  them  the  overthrow. 
Hide,  ride,  Messala:  let  them  all  come  down.  \_Extu.J.. 

SCENE  III  —The  same.    Another  pari  of  the  Field. 
Alarum.— Enter  Cassius  and  TiTlNirs. 
Cas.  O,  look,  Titinius,  look,  the  villains  fly ! 
ilyself  have  to  mine  own  turu'd  enemy  : 
This  ensign  here  of  mine  was  turning  "back  : 
I  slew  the  coward,  and  did  take  it  from  liim. 
*  Orders. 
VOL.  IV.  E 
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Tit.  O  Cassius,  Bnitus  save  the  word  too  early ; 
Who  having  some  advantage  on  Octaviu?, 
Took  it  too  eagerly  ;  his  soldiers  fell  to  spoil. 
Whilst  we  by  Antony  are  all  enclosed. 

Enter  PiNDAEUS. 

Fin.  Fly  further  off,  my  lord,  fly  further  oCT; 
]\Iark  Antony  is  in  your  tents,  my  lord  '- 
Fly  therefore,  noble  Cassias,  lly  far  off. 

Cas.  This  hill  is  far  enough.    Look,  look,  Titinius ; 
Are  those  my  tents,  where  1  perceive  the  lire  ? 

Tit.  They  are,  my  lord. 

Cas.  Titinius,  if  thou  lovest  me, 
!Mount  thou  my  horse,  and  hide  thy  spurs  in  him. 
Till  he  have  brought  tliee  up  to  yonder  troops, 
And  here  again  ;  that  I  may  rest  assured, 
AVhether  yond'  troops  are  I'riend  or  enemy. 

Tit.  I  will  be  here  again,  even  with  a  thought.  \^Exit. 

Cas.  Go,  Pindarus,  get  higher  on  that  hill ; 
My  sight  was  ever  thick ;  regard  Titinius, 
And  tell  me  what  thou  notest  about  the  field.— 

\_Exit  PiNDAEUS. 

This  day  I  breathed  first :  time  is  come  round. 

And  where  I  did  begin,  there  I  shall  end  ; 

My  life  is  run  his  compass. — Sirrah,  what  news  ? 

Pin.  [Above],  O  my  lord  ! 

Cas.  What  news  ? 

Fin.  Titinius  is 
Enclosed  round  about  with  horsemen,  that 
Make  to  him  on  the  spur ; — yet  he  spurs  on. — 
JN'ow  they  are  almost  on  him  :  now,  Titinius  ! — 
Kow  some  "light : — O,  he  'lights  too :— he's  ta'en ; — and,  hark  ! 

[Shout. 
They  shout  for  joy. 

Cas.  Come  down,  behold  no  more. 
O,  covi'ard,  that  I  am,  to  live  so  long, 
To  see  my  best  friend  ta'en  before  my  face  ! 

Enter  PlXDAliUS. 
Come  hither,  sirrah : 
In  Parthia  did  I  take  thee  prisoner ; 
And  then  I  swore  thee,  saving  of  thy  life. 
That  whatsoever  I  did  bid  thee  do. 
Thou  shouldst  attempt  it.    Come  now,  keep  thine  oalli ! 
Kow  be  a  I'reeman  :  and  with  this  good  sword, 
That  ran  through  Ca.'sar's  bowels,  search  this  bosom. 
Stand  not  to  answer  :  Here,  take  thou  the  hilts  ; 
And  when  my  face  is  cover'd  as  tis  now. 
Guide  thou  the  sword. — {,\x'sar,  thou  art  revei'.ged. 
Even  with  the  sword  that  kill'd  t!:cc.  [Uies. 

Fin,  So,  I  am  free;  yet  would  not  so  have  been, 
Durst  I  have  done  my  will.     O  Cassias  I 
Ear  from  this  country  Pindarus  shall  nni, 
Where  never  lloman  shall  take  nolo  of  iiim.  [Exit. 
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He-enter  TiTlXlUS,  unlh  Messala. 

Mes.  It  is  but  change,  Titinins ;  for  Octavius 
Is  overthrown  by  noble  Brutus'  pov/er, 
As  Cassius'  legions  are  by  Antony. 

Tit.  These  tidings  will  well  comfort  Cassius. 

Mes.  Where  did  you  leave  him  ? 

Tit.  All  disconsolate, 
With  Pindarus  his  bondman,  on  this  hill. 

Mes.  Is  not  that  he,  that  lies  upon  the  ground  ? 

Tit.  lie  lies  not  like  the  living.    O  my  heai't ! 

Mes.  Is  not  that  he  ? 

Tit.  No,  this  was  ho,  Messala, 
But  Cassius  is  no  more. — O  setting  sun  ! 
As  in  thy  red  rays  thou  dost  sink  to  night, 
So  in  his  red  blood  Cassius'  day  is  set ; 
The  sun  of  Kome  is  set !    Our  day  is  gone ; 
Clouds,  dews,  and  dangers  come ;  our  deeds  arc  done ! 
Mistrust  of  my  success  hath  done  this  deed. 

Mes.  Mistrust  of  good  success  hath  done  this  deed. 
O  hateful  error,  melancholy's  child ! 
Why  dost  thou  show  to  the  apt  thoughts  of  meu 
The  things  that  are  not  ?    O  error,  soon  conceivetl. 
Thou  never  com'st  unto  a  happy  birth, 
But  kill'st  the  mother  that  engender'd  thee. 

Tit.  What,  Pindarus  !    "Where  art  thou,  Pindarus? 

Mes.  Seek  him,  Titinius :  whilst  I  go  to  meet 
The  noble  Brutus,  thrusting  this  report 
Into  his  ears :  I  may  say,  thrusting  it ; 
For  piercing  steel,  and  darts  envenomed. 
Shall  be  as  welcome  to  the  ears  of  Brutus, 
As  tidings  of  this  sight. 

Tit.  Hie  you,  ^Messala, 
And  I  will  seek  for  Pindarus  the  while.  'JExit  Messala. 

Why  didst  thou  send  me  forth,  brave  Cassius  ? 
Did  I  not  meet  thy  friends  ?  and  did  not  they 
Put  on  my  brows  this  wreath  of  victory, 
And  bid  mc  give't  thee  ?    Didst  thou  not  hear  their  shouts  ? 
Alas,  thou  hast  misconstrued  every  thing. 
But  hold  thee,  take  this  garland  on  thy  brow ; 
Thy  Brutus  bid  mo  give  it  tliec,  and  I 
"^V'ill  do  his  bidding. — Brutus,  come  apace, 
And  see  how  I  regarded  Caius  Cassius. — 
By  your  leave,  gods : — This  is  a  Poman's  part : 
Come,  Cassius'  sv.-ord,  and  find  Titinius'  heart.  [Dies. 

Alarum. — He-enter  Messala,  tfith  Brutus,  vo::,!g  Cato, 
Steato,  Yolumxius,  and  LrciLiu.s. 

Bru.  Where,  Avhere,  ^Icssala,  doth  his  liody  lie  ? 
Mes.  Lo,  yonder ;  and  Titinius  mourning  it. 
Bru.  Titinius'  face  is  upward. 
Cnto.  He  is  slain. 

Bru.  O  Julius  C'sesar,  thou  art  mighty  yet ! 
E  2 
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Tliy  spirit  walks  abroad,  and  turns  our  swords 

In  our  own  proper  entrails.  [Loiv  alart'.r,:s. 

Cnto.  J3rave  Titinius ! 
Look,  whe'r  he  have  not  crown'd  dead  Cassius  ! 

Bru.  Are  yet  two  Komans  living  such  as  these  ? — 
The  last  of  all  the  llomans,  fare  thee  well ! 
It  is  impossible  that  ever  Home 
Should  l)reed  thy  fellow. — Friends,  I  owe  more  tears 
To  this  dead  man,  than  thou  shalt  sen  me  pay. — 
I  shall  find  time,  Cassius,  I  shall  tind  time. — 
Come,  therefore,  and  to  Thassos  send  his  body ; 
His  funeral  shall  not  be  in  our  camp. 
Lest  it  discomfort  us. — LuciUus,  come  -, — 
And  come,  young  Cato ;  let  us  to  the  field. — 
I/abeo,  and  llavius,  set  our  battles  on  : — 
'Tis  three  o'clock ;  and,  E-omans,  yet  e'er  night 
"We  shall  trj'  fortune  in  a  second  light.  lExeuut. 

SCENE  ir— Another  inirt  of  the  Field. 

Alarum.— Enter,  Jightlng,  Soldiers  of  loth  Annies ;  then 
Beutus,  Cato,  Lucilius,  and  others. 

Bru.  Yet,  countrj-men,  O,  yet  hold  up  your  heads  I 

Cato.  "What  bastard  doth  not  ?    '^Vho  Avill  go  with  mo  ? 
I  will  proclaim  my  name  about  the  field : — 
I  am  the  son  of  Marcus  Cato,  ho  ! 
A  foe  to  tyrants,  and  my  country's  friend ; 
I  am  the  son  of  Marcus  Cato,  ho  I  [  Charges  the  "iievAij. 

Bru.  And  I  am  Brutus,  Marcus  Brutus.  I ; 
Brutus,  my  country's  friend  ;  know  me  for  Brutus. 

[Exit,  charging  the  enemy.    C.iTO  /*  overpoirered,  and  fr'Is. 

Luc.  O  young  and  noble  Cato,  art  thou  down  ? 
"\"\'hy,  now  thou  diest  as  bravely  as  Titinius  ; 
And  may'st  be  honour'd  being  Cato's  son. 

1  Sold.  Yield,  or  thou  die^t. 

Luc.  Only  I  yield  to  die : 
There  is  so  much  that  thou  wilt  kill  me  straight ; 

iQfering  i.vo;.'^-.'. 
Kill  Brutus,  and  be  honour'd  in  his  death. 

1  Sold.  "We  must  not.^A  noble  prisoner  ! 

2  Sold.  Eoom,  ho  !    Tell  Antony,  Brutus  is  tn.'on. 

1  Sold.  I'll  lell  the  news. — Here  comes  the  ge;ier;.l : — 

Enter  ANTONY. 
Brutus  is  ta'en,  Brutus  is  ta'en,  my  lord. 

Ant.  Where  is  he?' 

Luc.  Safe,  Antony;  Brutus  is  safe  enough: 
I  dare  assure  thee,  that  no  enemy 
Shall  ever  take  alive  the  noble  Brutus : 
The  gods  defend  him  from  so  great  a  shame  ! 
When  you  do  find  him,  or  alive  or  dead, 
He  will  he  found  like  Brutus,  like  himself. 

Ant.  This  is  not  Brutus,  friend  ;  but,  I  assure  you, 
A  prize  no  less  in  worth  :  keep  this  man  safe, 


SCENE  v.]  JULIUS  CTISAi:.  53 

Give  liiiu  all  kindness :  I  liad  rather  have 

Such  men  my  friends,  than  enemies.    Go  on, 

And  see  who'r*  I'rutus  bo  alive,  or  dead : 

And  bring  us  word  unto  Octavius'  tent, 

How  every  thing  is  chanced.  lE-Ter.,)!. 

SC'EyU  V. — Another  part  of  the  Field. 

]£,i[cr  Egutus,  Daedanius,  Clitus,  Stbato,  and  YoLUi::^'iU3. 

Brv.  Come,  poor  remains  of  friends,  resL  on  this  rock. 

Cli.  Statilius  show'd  the  torch-light ;  but,  my  lord, 
He  came  not  back  ;  he  is  or  ta'en,  or  slain. 

Bru.  Sit  thee  down,  Clitus :  Slaying  is  the  word; 
It  is  a  deed  in  fashion.    Hark  thee,  Clitus. —  \  Whliperiug. 

Cli.  "What,  I,  my  lord  ?    No,  not  for  all  the  world. 

Brit.  Peace  then,  no  words. 

Cli.  I'll  rather  kill  myself. 

Jim.  Hark  thee,  Dardanius  !  [  JJliisjpers  Jti.ii. 

Dar.  I  do  such  a  deed  ? 

CU.  O,  Dardanius ! 

Dar.  O,  Clitus ! 

Cli.  "What  ill  request  did  Brutus  make  to  thee  ? 

Dar.  To  kill  him,  Clitus :  Look,  he  meditates. 

Cli.  Now  is  that  noble  vessel  full  of  grief. 
That  it  runs  over  even  at  his  eyes. 

Brv..  Come  hither,  good  A^olumnius  ;  list  a  word. 

Vol.  AVhat  says  my  lord  ? 

Brv.  AVhy,  this,  Volumnius : 
The  ghost  of  Caesar  hath  appear'd  to  mo 
Two  several  times  by  night :  at  Sardis,  once; 
And,  this  last  night,  here  in  Philippi'  fields. 
I  know,  my  hour  is  come. 

Vol.  Not  so,  my  lord. 

Bru.  Nay,  I  am  sure  it  is,  Volumnius. 
Thou  see'st  the  world,  Volumnius,  how  it  goes; 
Our  enemies  have  beat  us  to  the  pit : 
It  is  more  worthy  to  leap  in  ourselves, 
Than  tarry  till  they  push  us.    Good  Volumnius, 
Thou  know'st,  that  we  two  went  to  school  together ; 
Even  for  that  our  love  of  old,  I  pray  thee. 
Hold  thou  my  sword-hilts,  whilst  I  rim  on  it. 

Vol.  That's  not  an  oflice  for  a  friend,  my  lord.     \ Alarum  sliil. 

Cli.  riy,  lly,  my  lord  ;  there  is  no  tarrying  here. 

Bru.  Parewcll  to  you ; — and  you  ; — and  you,  ^'olir.nnius. — 
Strato,  thou  hast  been  all  this  while  asleep ; 
Farewell  to  thee  too,  Strato. — Countrymen, 
My  heart  doth  joy,  that  yet,  in  all  my  life, 
I  found  no  man,  but  he  was  true  to  me. 
I  shall  have  glory  by  this  losing  day, 
I\Iore  than  Octavius,  and  Mark  Aiilony, 
Ey  this  vile  conquest  shall  attain  xinto. 
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So,  fare  you  well  at  once  :  for  Brutus'  tonguo 
Hath  almost  ended  his  life's  history  : 
jSfii^ht  hanc;s  upon  mine  eyes  ;  my  bones  would  rest, 
That  have  but  labour'd  to  attain  this  hour. 

[^Alamim.     Crtj  ivHJun ;  lly,  Cy.  Cy. 

Cll.  Fly,  my  lord,  fly. 

Bru.  Hence ;  I  will  follow  thee. 

[ISxeunt  Clitus,  Dardanius,  and  YoLu:?i:>rir.s. 
I  pr'ythee,  Strato,  stay  thou  by  thy  lord : 
Thou  art  a  fellow  of  a  good  respect ; 
Thy  life  hath  had  some  smalch  of  honour  in  it : 
Hold  then  my  sword,  and  turn  away  thy  face 
While  I  do  run  upon  it.    Wilt  thou,  Strato  ? 

Stra.  Give  me  your  hand  first :  Fare  you  well,  my  lord. 

Bru.  Farewell,  good  Strato. — Caesar,  now  be  still : 
I  kill'd  not  thee  with  half  so  good  a  will. 

[JTe  runs  on  Ills  sword  and  dies. 

Alarum. — Eeirenf.     Tenter  OCTAVIUS,  Antoxy,  Messala, 
LUCILIUS,  and  tlie'ir  Arm//. 

Oct  What  man  is  that  ? 

31es.  My  master's  man. — Strato,  where  is  thy  master  ? 

Stra.  Free  from  the  bondage  you  are  in,  Messala; 
The  conquerors  can  but  make  a  fire  of  him ; 
For  Brutus  only  overcame  himself, 
And  no  man  else  hath  honour  by  his  death. 

Lite.  So  Brutus  should  be  found. — I  thank  thee,  ]]rutiis. 
That  thou  hast  proved  Lucilius'  saying  true. 

Oct.  All  that  served  Brutus,  I  will  entertain  them.'* 
Fellow,  ■ndlt  thou  bestow  thy  time  with  mc  ? 

Stra.  Ay,  if  jNIessala  will  prefcrf  me  to  you. 

Oct.  Do  so,  Messala. 

Mes.  How  died  my  master,  Strato  ? 

Stra.  I  held  the  sword,  and  he  did  run  on  it. 

Mes.  Octavius,  then  take  him  to  follow  thee. 
That  did  the  latest  service  to  my  master. 

Ant.  This  was  the  noblest  Itoman  of  them  all  : 
All  the  conspirators,  save  only  he. 
Did  that  they  did  in  envy  of  great  Caesar ; 
He,  only,  in  a  general  honest l,hought. 
And  common  good  to  all,  made  one  of  them. 
His  life  was  gentle;  and  the  elements 
So  mix'd  in  him,  that  Nature  might  stand  up, 
And  say  to  all  the  world,  T/iis  was  a  man  ! 

Oct.  According  to  his  virtue  let  us  use  bin;. 
With  all  respect  and  rites  of  burial. 
Within  my  tent  bis  bones  to-night  sh.ill  lie, 
Most  like  a  soldier,  order'd  honourably. — 
So,  call  the  field  to  rest :  and  let's  away, 
To  part  the  glories  of  this  happy  day.  [Exeunt. 

*  Receive  into  my  service.  +  Recommciit!. 
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Scene,  dispersed ;  in  several  Parts  of  the  Eoman  Empire. 


ACT  I. 

SCI:NE  I. — Alexandria.    A  Room  in  Cleopatra's  Palace. 
Enter  Demeteius  and  Philo. 

Phil.  Xay,  but  this  dotage  of  our  i^eneral'.s, 
Ox-rtiows  the  measure :  those  his  goodly  eyes, 
That  o'er  the  files  and  musters  of  the  ■\\ar 
Have  glow'd  like  plaited  Mars,  now  bend,  now  turn, 
The  oilice  and  devotion  of  their  view 
Upon  a  tawny  front :  his  captain's  heart, 
"Which  in  tlse  scuffles  of  great  fights  hatli  burst 
The  buckles  on  his  breast,  reneges*  all  temper; 
And  is  become  the  bellows,  and  the  fan, 
To  cool  a  gypsy's  lust.    Look  where  they  come  ! 

Flourish.    2?-/2i(?>- Antony  and  Cleopatra,  Kith  'heir  Trci.is 

ILv.RV.chs  fanning  her. 
Take  but  good  note,  and  you  shall  see  in  him 
*  Renounces. 
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The  triple  pillar  of  the  vrorld  transfonifd 
Into  a  strumpet's  fool :  behold  and  see. 

Cleo.  If  it  be  love  indeed,  tell  me  how  much. 

Ani.  There's  beguary  in  the  love  that  can  be  reckonM. 

Cleo.  I'll  set  a  bourn*  how  fnr  to  be  beloved. 

Ant-  Then  must  thou  needs  find  out  xxaw  heaven,  new  emth. 

IJnter  an  Attexdaxt. 

Ait.  iSews,  my  good  lord,  from  Rome. 

Ant.  —  Gratesf  me  : — The  sum? 

Cleo.  2s'  ay,  hear  them,  Antony  : 
Fulvia,  percliance  is  angry  :  Or,  who  knows 
If  the  scarce-bearded  Cajsar  have  not  sent 
His  powerful  mandate  to  you,  Bo  tliis,  or  l/iis ; 
Take  inX  that  kingdom,  and  enj'ranchise  that  ; 
Perform't,  or  else  lue  damn  thee. 

Ant.  How,  my  love  ! 

Cleo.  Perchance, — nay,  and  most  like. 
You  must  not  stay  hero  longer,  your  dismission 
I  s  come  from  Caesar  ;  therefore  hear  it,  Antony.^ 
"Where's  Fulvia's  process  I  §    C;tsar's,  I  would  say  ? — Lo'.Ii :  — 
Call  in  the  messengers. — As  I  am  Egypt's  queen, 
Thou  blushcst,  Antony ;  and  that  blood  of  thine 
Is  Caesar's  homager ;  else  so  thy  cheek  pays  shame, 
When  shrill-ton jrued  Pulvia  scolds. — The  messengors. 

Ant.  Let  Eome  in  Tyber  melt,  and  the  wide  arch 
Of  the  ranged  empire  fall !     Here  is  my  space ; 
Kingdoms  are  clny :  our  dungy  earth  ahke 
Peeds  beast  as  man  :  the  nobleness  of  life 

Is,  to  do  thus  ;  when  such  a  mutual  pair,  lEmlracing. 

And  stich  a  twain  can  du't,  in  which,  I  bind 
On  pain  of  punishment,  the  world  to  weet,*^ 
"W'e  stand  up  peeriess. 

Cleo.  Excellent  Eal.-ohood  ! 
"Why  did  we  marry  Eiilvin,  and  not  love  her? — 
I"ll  seem  the  fool  I  am  not ;  Antony 
\\i\\  be  himself. 

Ant.  But  stirr'd  by  Cleopatra. — 
Now,  for  the  love  of  Love,  and  her  soft  hours, 
Let's  not  confoiuid**  the  time  with  conference  harsh  ; 
There's  not  a  minute  of  our  lives  should  stretch 
AVithout  sonte  pleasure  now :  AVhat  sport  to-night  r 

Cleo.  Hear  the  ambas.-^adors. 

Ant.  Lie,  wrangling  queen  ! 
"Whom  everything  becomes,  to  chide,  to  laugh. 
To  weep ;  wliose  every  i)a-sion  fully  strives 
To  make  itself,  in  tlico,  fair  and  admired  ! 
No  messenger;  but  thine  and  all  alone. 
To-night,  we'll  wander  through  the  st reels,  and  note 
The  quaUties  of  peojile.    Come,  my  queen  ; 
Last  night  you  did  desire  it : — Speak  not  to  us. 

[Exeunt  AxTOXY  and  (^LEOIUTEA,  n-itJi  tlelr  train. 

*  Bound,  limit.  t  OtTcnds.  t  Subdue,  ccinqr.t  r. 

§  Summons.  i  Wide  si:rca(l.  <;  To  v.-it.  **  Consume. 


SCENE  II.]  ANTOXY  AND  CLEOPATEA.  57 

Dem.  Is  Cfesar  with  Antonius  prized  so  slight  ? 

Phi.  Sir,  sometimes,  when  he  is  not  Antony, 
He  comes  too  short  of  that  great  property 
'^A'hich  still  should  go  with  Antony. 

Dem.  I'm  full  sorry, 
That  he  approves  the  common  liar,*  who 
Thus  speaks  of  him  at  Eome :  But  I  will  hoix? 
Of  better  deeds  to-morrow.    Eest  you  happy  !  \_i:xei'.r.f. 

SCEXE  II.— The  same.    Anotlier  Boom. 

Enter  CnARMiAN,  Ieas,  Alexas,  and  a  SOOTHSAYER. 

Char.  Lord  Alexas,  sweet  Alexas,  most  anything  Alexas, 
almost  most  absolute  Alexas,  where's  the  soothsayer  that  you 
praised  so  to  the  queen  ?  O,  that  I  knew  this  husband,  which, 
you  say,  must  charge  his  horns  with  garlands  ! 

Ale.v.  Soothsayer. 

Sooth.  Your  will  ? 

Char.  Is  this  the  man  ? — Is't  you.  Sir,  that  know  things  ? 

Sooth.  In  nature's  infinite  book  of  secrecy, 
A  little  I  can  read. 

Alex.  Show  him  your  hand. 

Enter  Enobarbus. 

Eno.  Bring  in  the  banquet  quickly  ;  wine  enough, 
Cleopatra's  health  to  drink. 

Char.  Good  Sir,  give  me  good  fortune. 

Sooth.  I  make  not,  but  foresee. 

Char.  Pray  then,  foresee  mo  one. 

Sooth.  You  shall  be  yet  far  fairer  than  you  ra-o. 

Char.  He  means,  in  flesh. 

Iras.  No,  you  shall  paint  when  you  are  old. 

Char.  Wrinkles  forbid ! 

Alex.  Vex  not  his  nrcscience ;  be  attentive. 

Char.  Hush  ! 

Sooth.  You  shall  be  more  beloving,  than  beloved. 

Char.  I  had  rather  eat  my  liver  with  drinking. 

Ale.r.  Nay,  hear  him. 

Char.  Good  now,  .some  excellent  fortune  !  Lot  me  be  married 
to  three  kings  in  a  forenoon,  and  widow  them  all :  let  me  have  a 
child  at  fifty,  to  whom  Herod  of  Jewry  may  do  homage :  find  me 
to  marry  me  with  Octavius  Caesar,  and  companion  me  with  my 
mistress. 

Sooth.  You  shall  outlive  the  lady  whom  you  .serve. 

Char.  O  excellent !    I  love  long  life  better  than  figs. 

Sooth.  You  have  seen  and  proved  a  fairer  former  fortune 
Than  tliat  v>liich  is  to  approach. 

Char.  Then,  belike,  my  children  shall  have  no  names  :t  I'r'y- 
thee,  how  m;iny  boys  and  wenches  must  I  have  ? 

Sooth.  If  every  of  your  v>ishes  had  a  womb. 
And  fertile  every  wish,  a  million. 

Char.  Out,  fool !  I  forgive  thee  for  a  witch. 

Alex.  You  think,  none  but  your  sheets  are  privy  to  your  v.-i:-hcs. 
*  Confirms  fame,  rumour.  f  Shall  be  bastards. 
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Chm:  Nay,  come,  tell  Iras  hers. 

Alex.  We'll  know  all  our  fortunes. 

Eno.  Mine,  and  most  of  our  fortunes,  to-night,  shall  he — 
drunk  to  bed. 

Iras.  There's  a  palm  presages  chastity,  if  nothing  else. 

Char.  Even  as  the  overflo-iving  Nilus  presageth  lamine. 

Iras.  Go,  you  wild  bedfellow,  you  cannot  soothsay. 

Char.  Nay,  if  an  oily  palm  be  not  a  fruitful  prognostication, 
I  cannot  scratch  mine  ear.— Pr'ythee,  tell  her  but  a  v.-crky-day 
fortune. 

SooLh.  Tour  fortunes  are  alike. 

Iras.  But  how,  but  how  ?  give  me  particulars. 

Sooth.  I  have  said. 

Iras.  Am  I  not  an  inch  of  fortune  better  than  she  ? 

Char.  Well,  if  you  were  but  an  inch  of  fortune  better  than 
I,  where  would  you  choose  it  ? 

Iras.  Not  in  my  husband's  nose. 

Char.  Our  worser  thoughts  heavens  mend  !  Alexas, — come, 
his  fortune,  his  fortune. — O,  let  him  inarry  a  woman  that  cimnot 
go,  sweet  Isis,  I  beseech  thee !  And  let  her  die  too,  and  give 
liim  a  worse !  and  let  worse  follow  worse,  till  the  Avorst  of  all 
follow  him  laughing  to  his  grave,  fifty-fold  a  cuckold  !  Good 
Isis,  hear  me  this  prayer,  though  thou  deny  me  a  matter  of 
more  weight ;  good  Isis,  I  beseech  thee  ! 

Iras.  Amen.  Dear  goddess,  hear  that  prayer  of  the  people  ! 
for,  as  it  is  a  heart-breaking  to  see  a  handsome  man  loose-Avived, 
so  it  is  a  deadly  sorrow  to  behold  a  foul  knave  uncuckolded ; 
Therefore,  dear  Isis,  keep  decorum,  and  fortune  him  accord- 
ingly ! 

Char.  Amen. 

Alex.  Lo,  novv' !  if  it  lay  in  their  hands  to  make  me  a  cuckold, 
they  would  make  themselves  whores,  but  they'd  do't. 

Jino.  Hush  !  here  comes  Antony. 

Char.  Not  he,  the  queen. 

Enter  CLEOrATEA. 

Cleo.  Saw  you  my  lord  ? 
J^no.  No,  lady. 
Cleo.  AVas  he  not  here  ? 
Cfiar.  No,  madam. 

Cleo.  He  was  disposed  to  mirth  ;  but  on  th.e  sudden 
A  lloman  thought  hath  struck  him. — Enobarbus,— 
I2no.  Madam. 

Cleo.  Seek  him,  and  bring  him  hither.    '^Vhcre's  Ale^rr.  ? 
Alex.  Here,  madam,  at  your  service. — Tdy  lord  appror.ohe?. 

I^nter  Antoxy,  idth  a  Messengek  and  Allendcnih. 

Cleo.  We  will  not  look  upon  him  :  Go  with  us. 

'i'Exennt    Cleopatka,    Enobakbus,   Alexas,    Teas, 
GllAEJIIAN,  SOOTIISAYEB,  and  Attendants. 
Mess.  Eulvia  thy  wife  first  came  into  the  field. 
Ant.  A  gainst  my  brother  Lucius  ?   ■ 
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Mess.  Ay: 
But  soon  that  war  had  end,  and  the  time's  state 
Made  friends  of  them,  joining  their  force  'gainst  Caesar ; 
Whose  better  issue  in  the  war,  from  Italy, 
Upon  the  first  encounter,  drave  them. 

Ant.  Well, 

■\'\'hat  worst  ? 

Mess.  The  nature  of  bad  news  infects  the  teller. 

Ant.  "\A'hen  it  concerns  the  fool,  or  coward. — On  : 
Things,  that  are  past,  are  done,  with  me.— 'Tis  thus ; 
Who  tells  me  true,  though  in  his  tale  lie  death, 
I  hear  him  as  he  flatter'd. 

Mess.  Labienus 
(This  is  stiff  news)  hath  with  his  Parthian  force, 
Extended''''  Asia  from  Euphrates  ; 
His  conquering  banner  shook,  from  Syria 
To  Lydia,  and  to  Ionia ; 
■A^Tiilst 

Ant.  Antony,  thou  would'st  say, — 

Mess.  O,  my  lord  ! 

Ant.  Speak  to  me  home,  mince  not  the  general  tong'.io ; 
Name  Cleopatra  as  she's  call'd  in  Rome  : 
Eail  thou  in  Fulvia's  phrase  ;  and  taunt  my  faults 
With  such  full  license,  as  both  truth  and  malice 
Have  power  to  utter.    O,  then  wo  bring  forth  weeds. 
When  our  quick  winds  lie  still ;  and  our  ills  told  u.?. 
Is  as  our  earing,  f  Fare  thee  well  a  while. 

Mess.  At  your  noble  pleasure.  [Exit. 

Ant.  From  Sicyon  how  the  news  ?  Speak  there. 

1  Att.  The  man  from  Sicyon. — Is  there  such  a  one  ? 

2  Att.  He  stays  upon  your  will. 
Ant.  Let  him  appear, — 

These  strong  Egyptian  fetters  I  must  break, 

jEnter  another  Messengee. 
Or  lose  myself  in  dotage. — Wliat  are  you  ? 

2  Mess.  Fulvia  thy  wife  is  dead. 

Ant.  Where  died  she  ? 

2  Mess.  In  Sicyon : 
Her  length  of  sickness,  with  what  else  more  serious 
Importeth  thee  to  know,  this  bears.  [  Gives  a  letter. 

Ant.  Forbear  J  me. —  [^a:ii!  Messenger. 

There's  a  great  spirit  gone  !  Thus  did  I  desire  it : 
What  our  contempts  do  often  hurl  from  us. 
We  wish  it  ours  again  ;  the  present  pleasure. 
By  revolution  lowering,  does  become 
The  opposite  of  itself :  she's  good,  being  gone ; 
The  hand  could  §  pluck  her  back,  that  shoved  her  on. 
I  must  from  this  enchanting  queen  break  off; 
Ten  thousand  harms,  more  than  the  ills  I  know. 
My  idleness  doth  hatch. — How  now !  Enobarbus  ! 

*  Seized.        f  Tilling.       X  I.  e.  withdraw.       §  Could  here  means  v.ould. 
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Enter  EXOEAEBUS. 

Eno.  "What's  your  pleasure,  Sir  ? 
Ard.  I  must  with  haste  from  hence. 

Eno.  ^Vhy,  then,  we  kill  all  our  Avomen  :  "V^e  sec  how  mortal 
an  unkindness  is  to  them  ;  it'  they  suffer  our  departure,  death's 
the  word. 

Ant.  I  must  be  gone. 

Eno.  Under  a  compelling  occasion,  let  women  die :  it  wore 
pity  to  cast  them  away  for  nothing ;  though,  between  tlieiu  and 
a  great  cause,  they  should  be  esteemed  nothing.  Cleopatra, 
catching  but  the  least  noise  of  this,  dies  instantly  ;  I  have  scru 
her  die  twenty  times  upon  far  poorer  moment:*  I  do  thiiil;, 
there  is  mettle  in  death,  which  commits  some  loving  act  upon 
her,  she  hath  such  a  celerity  in  dying. 

Ant.  She  is  cunning  past  man's  thought. 

Eno.  Alack,  Sir,  no  ;  her  pa.ssions  are  made  of  nothing  but  the 
finest  part  of  pure  love:  We  cannot  call  her  winds  and  w;iters, 
sighs  and  tears;  they  are  greater  storms  and  tempe.^ts  than 
almanacks  can  report :  this  cannot  be  cunning  in  her;  if  it  be, 
she  makes  a  shower  of  rain  as  well  as  Jove. 

Ant.  'Would  I  had  never  seen  her  ! 

Eno.  O,  Sir,  you  had  then  left  unseen  a  wonderful  piece  of 
work ;  which  not  to  have  been  blessed  wiihal,  would  have  dis- 
credited your  travel. 

Ant.  Fulvia  is  dead. 

Eno.  Sir? 

Ant.  Fulvia  is  dead. 

Eno.  Fulvia? 

Ant.  Dead. 

Eno.  Why,  Sir,  give  the  gods  a  thankful  sacriHce.  When  it 
pleasoth  their  deities  to  take  the  wife  of  a  man  from  liim,  it 
shows  to  man  the  tailors  of  the  earth;  comforting  therein,  ll;a1. 
when  old  robes  are  worn  out,  there  are  members  to  make  m-w. 
If  there  were  no  more  women  but  Fulvia,  then  had  you  indeed  a 
cut,  and  the  case  to  be  lamented  :  this  grief  is  crowned  witli  c^  in- 
solation ;  your  old  smock  brings  forth  a  new  petticoat : — ami  i::- 
deed,  the  tears  live  in  an  onion,  that  should  water  tliis  sorro-.-.. 

Ant.  The  business  she  hath  broach'd  in  the  state, 
Cannot  endure  my  absence. 

Eno.  And  the  business  you  have  broached  here  canii'.l  be 
without  you ;  especially  that  of  Cleopatra's,  which  wholiy  do- 
pends  on  your  abode. 

Ant.  No  more  light  ansv.ers.    Let  our  officers 
Have  notice  what  wo  purpose.    I  shall  break 
The  cause  of  our  expedience  t  to  the  queen. 
And  get  her  love  X  to  part.    For  not  alone 
Tlie  death  of  Fulvia,  with  more  urgent  touchc:-, 
j)o  strongly  sjieak  to  us  ;  but  the  letters  too 
Of  many  our  contriving  friends  in  Rome 
I'etition  us  at  home  :  Sextus  Ponipeius 
Hath  given  the  dare  to  Ca;sar,  and  comn:ands 

*  For  much  less  matter.  t  E.^pcUition.  :  iLovc's  leave.) 
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The  empire  of  the  sea :  our  slippery  peo])le 
(Whose  love  is  never  link'd  to  the  deserver, 
Till  his  deserts  are  past,)  begin  to  throw 
Pompey  the  great,  and  all  his  dignities. 
Upon  his  son ;  who,  high  in  name  and  power, 
Higher  than  both  in  blood  and  life,  stands  up 
For  the  main  soldier :  whose  quality,  going  on, 
The  sides  o'  the  world  may  danger  :  Much  is  breeding, 
AVhicli,  like  the  courser's  hair,  *  hath  yet  but  life, 
And  not  a  serpent's  poison.    Say,  our  pleasure, 
To  such  whose  place  is  under  us,  requires 
Our  quick  remove  from  hence. 
Uno.  I  shall  do't.  [Exeunt. 

SCEXi:  III. 

Edler  Cleopatra,  Chaemian,  Ii:as,  and  Alexas. 

Cleo.  Where  is  he  ? 

Char.  I  did  not  see  him  since. 

Vleo.  See  where  he  is,  who's  with  him,  what  he  does  : 
I  did  not  send  you ;  f— If  you  find  him  sad, 
Say,  I  am  dancing ;  if  in  mirth,  report 
That  I  am  sudden  sick :  Quick,  and  return  lExit  Alexas. 

Char.  Madam,  methinks,  if  you  did  love  him  dearly. 
You  do  not  hold  the  method  to  enforce 
The  like  from  him. 

Cleo.  What  should  I  do,  I  do  not  ? 

Char.  In  each  thing  give  him  way,  cross  him  in  nothing. 

Cleo.  Thou  teachest  like  a  fool :  the  way  to  lose  him. 

Char.  Tempt  him  not  so  too  I'ar :  I  wish  forbear ; 
In  time  we  hate  that  which  we  often  fear. 

Elder  Antony. 
IJut  here  comes  Antony. 

Cleo.  I  am  sick,  and  sullen. 

Ant.  I  am  sorry  to  give  breathing  to  my  pun^ose, — 

Cleo.  Help  me  away,  dear  Charmian,  I  shall  I'ldl ; 
Tt  cannot  be  thus  long,  the  sides  of  nature 
W'ill  not  sustain  it. 

Ant.  Now,  my  dearest  queen, — 

Cleo.  Pray  you,  stand  further  from  me. 

A7it.  W'hat's  the  matter  ? 

Cleo.  I  know,  by  that  same  eye,  there's  some  good  ne\i^s. 
What  says  the  married  woman  '^ — You  may  go  ? 
'Would,  she  had  never  given  you  leave  to  come  ! 
Let  her  not  say,  'tis  I  that  keep  you  here, 
I  have  no  power  upon  you :  hers  you  are. 

Ant.  The  gods  best  know,— 

Cleo.  O,  never  was  there  queen 
So  mightily  betray'd  !  Yet,  at  the  first, 
I  saw  the  treasons  planted. 

*  It  was  once  thought  that  the  hair  of  a  horse,   dropped  into  corrupt 
water,  became  an  animal. 
t  /.  e.  seem  as  though  I  did  not  send  you 
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Ant.  Cleopatra, — 

Cleo.  Why  should  T  think,  you  can  be  mine,  and  true, 
Though  you  in  swoarini;  shake  the  thronged  gods, 
Who  have  been  false  to  Fulvia  ?  Tliotous  madness. 
To  be  entangled  ■with  those  mouth-made  vows. 
Which  break  themselves  in  swearing  ! 

Ant.  Jlost  sweet  queen, — 

Cleo.  Nay,  pray  you  seek  no  colour  for  your  going, 
But  bid  farewell,  and  go :  when  you  sued  staying, 
Then  was  the  time  for  words  :  No  going  then  ; — 
Eternity  was  in  our  lips,  and  eyes ; 
Bliss  in  our  brows'  bent ;  *  none  our  parts  so  poor, 
But  was  a  race  f  of  heaven  :  They  arc  so  still, 
Or  thou,  the  gi-eatcst  soldier  of  the  world, 
Art  turn'd  the  greatest  liar. 

Ant.  How  now,  lady  ! 

Cleo.  I  would,  I  had  thy  inches ;  tlicu  shouldst  know, 
There  were  a  heart  in  Egypt. 

Anf.  Hear  me,  queen  : 
The  strong  necessity  of  time  commands 
Our  services  awhile  ;  but  my  full  heart 
[Remains  in  use  with  you.    Our  Italy 
Shines  o'er  with  civil  swords  :  Sextus  Pompeius 
Makes  his  approaches  to  the  port  X  of  Home : 
Equality  of  two  domestic  powers 

Breeds  scrupulous  faction :  The  hated  gro^^-u  to  strength. 
Are  newly  grown  to  love  :  The  condemn'd  I'ompey, 
Eich  in  his  father's  honour,  creeps  apace 
Into  the  hearts  of  such  as  have  not  thrived 
Upon  the  present  state,  whose  numbers  threaten ; 
And  quietness,  grown  sick  of  rest,  would  purge 
By  any  desperate  change :  ^ly  more  particular. 
And  that  which  most  with  you  should  safe  §  my  going, 
Is  Fulvia's  death. 

Cleo.  Though  age  from  folly  could  not  give  uie  freedom. 
It  does  from  childishness : — Can  Fulvia  die  ? 

Ant.  She's  dead,  my  queen: 
Look  here,  and,  at  thy  sovereign  leisure,  read 
The  garboils  |[  she  awaked  :  at  the  last,  best : 
See,  when,  and  where  she  died. 

Cleo.  O  most  false  love ! 
Where  be  the  sacred  vials  thou  sliould'st  fill 
AVith  sorrowful  water  ?  Now  I  see,  I  see, 
In  Tulvia's  death,  how  mine  received  shall  be. 

Ant.  Quarrel  no  more,  but  be  prepared  to  know 
The  purposes  I  bear ;  which  are,  or  cease 
As  you  shall  give  the  advice  ;  No^v,  by  the  fire, 
That  quickens  Nilus'  slime,  I  go  from  hence. 
Thy  soldier,  servant;  making  peace  or  vrur. 
As  thou  atfect'st. 

Cleo.  Cut  my  lace,  Charmian,  come ; 

*  Arch.  t  Flavour.  J  Gate. 

§  Hendcr  it  not  dangc!ous.  E   Coiu-.r.otion. 
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But  let  it  be. — I  am  quickly  ill,  and  well ; 
So  Antony  loves. 

Ant.  My  precious  queen  forbear ; 
And  give  true  evidence  to  his  love,  which  stands 
An  honourable  trial. 

Cleo.  So  Fulvia  told  me. 
I  pr'ythee  turn  aside  and  weep  for  her ; 
Then  bid  adieu  to  me,  and  say  the  tears 
Belong  to  Egypt :  *  Good  now,  ]3lay  one  scene 
Of  excellent  dissembling :  and  let  it  look 
Like  perfect  honour. 

Ant.  You'll  heat  my  blood ;  no  more. 

C!eo.  You  can  do  better  yet ;  but  this  is  meetly. 

Ant.  Now,  by  my  sword, — 

Cleo.  And  target, — Still  he  mends ; 
But  this  is  not  the  best :  look  pr'ythee,  Charmian, 
How  this  Herculean  Roman  does  become 
The  carriage  of  his  chafe,  f 

Ant.  ril  leave  you,  lady. 

Cleo.  Courteous  lord,  one  Avord. 
Sir,  you  and  I  must  part,— but  that's  not  it : 
Sir,  you  and  I  have  loved,— but  there's  not  it ; 
That  you  know  well :  something  it  is  I  would, — 
O,  my  oblivion  J  is  a  very  Antony, 
And  I  am  all  forgotten. 

Ant. ^But  that  your  royalty 
Holds  idleness  your  subject,  I  should  take  you 
Tor  idleness  itself 

Cleo.  Tis  sweating  labour. 
To  bear  such  idleness  so  near  the  heart 
As  Cleopatra  this.    But,  Sir,  forgive  me  ; 
Since  my  becomings  kill  me,  when  they  do  no 
Eye  well  to  you :  Your  honour  calls  you  hence 
Therefore  be  deaf  to  my  unpitied  folly, 
A.nd  all  the  gods  go  with  you  !  upon  your  sword 
Sit  laurel'd  victory  !  and  smooth  success 
Be  strew'd  before  your  feet ! 

Ant.  Lot  us  go.    Come ; 
Our  separation  so  abides,  and  flies. 
That  thou,  residing  here,  go'st  yet  v.'lth  me, 
And  I,  hence  fleeting,  here  remain  with  thee. 
Away.  [Uxeztnf. 

SCUJS/'J'J  IV. — Some.    An  Apartment  in  CiESAR's   Eov.se. 

JSnter  OCTATIUS  CiESAE,  Lepidus,  ami  Attendants. 
CcEs.  You  may  see,  Lepidus,  and  henceforth  knov.', 
It  is  not  Cffisar's  natural  vice  to  hate 
One  great  competitor  :§  from  Alexandria 
This  is  the  news ;  He  fishes,  drinks,  and  wastes 
The  lamps  of  night  in  revel :  is  not  more  manlike 
Than  Cleopatra :  nor  the  queen  Ptolemy 

*  Egypt's  queen.  t  Anger, 

t  Oblivious  mcmciy.  §  Associate. 
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]\Iore  womanly  than  he :  hardly  gave  audience,  or 
Vouchsafed  to  think  he  had  partners :  You  shall  fuid  there 
A  man  who  is  tlie  abstract  of  all  faults 
That  all  men  follow. 

Lep.  I  must  not  think,  there  are 
Evils  enough  to  darken  all  his  goodness : 
His  faults,  in  him,  seem  as  the  spots  of  heaven, 
i\Iore  fiery  by  night's  blackness  ;  hereditary, 
]lather  than  purchased;*  what  he  cannot  change. 
Than  v,'hat  he  chooses. 

Cces.  You  are  too  indulgent :  let  us  grant,  it  is  not 
Amiss  to  tumble  on  the  bed  of  Ptolemy  ; 
To  give  a  kingdom  for  a  mirth  ;  to  sit 
And  keep  the  turn  of  tippling  with  a  slave ; 
To  reel  the  streets  at  noon,  and  stand  the  bufTet 
With  knaves  that  smell  of  sweat :  say,  this  becomes  him, 
(As  his  composure  must  be  rare  indeed, 
Whom  these  things  cannot  blemish),  yet  must  Antony 
No  way  excuse  his  soils,  when  we  do  bear 
So  great  weight  in  his  lightness,  f    If  he  fill'd 
His  vacancy  with  his  voluptuousness, 
TuU  surfeits,  and  the  dryness  of  his  bones, 
Call  on  him  for't:  but,  to  confound  +  such  time, 
That  drums  him  from  his  sport,  and  speaks  as  loud 
As  his  own  staie,  and  ours, — 'tis  to  be  chid 
As  we  rate  boys;  who,  being  mature  in  knowledge. 
Pawn  their  experience  to  their  present  pleasure, 
And  so  rebel  to  judgment. 

i:iUei-  a  Messenger. 

Lep.  Here  '"s  more  news. 

Mess.  Thy  biddings  have  been  done  ;  and  every  hour, 
]\Iost  noble  Cscsar,  shalt  thou  have  report 
How  'tis  abroad.    Pompcy  is  strong  at  sea ; 
And  it  appears,  he  is  beloved  of  those 
That  only  have  fear'd  Ca;sar :  to  the  ports 
The  discontents  §  repair,  and  men's  reports 
Give  him  much  wrong'd. 

Cas.  I  should  have  known  no  less : — 
It  hath  been  taught  us  from  the  primal  state. 
That  he,  which  is,  was  wish'd,  mitil  he  were ; 
And  the  ebb'd  man,  ne'er  loved,  till  ne'er  worth  love, 
Comes  dear'd,  ||  by  being  lack'd.    This  common  body. 
Like  a  vagabond  flag  upon  the  stream, 
Goes  to^  and  back,  lackeying  the  varying  fide,  "j" 
To  rot  itself  with  motion. 

Mess.  Caesar,  I  bring  thoe  word, 
Menecrates  and  Menas  famous  i)iratos. 
Make  the  sea  serve  them  :  which  they  ear"*  and  wound 
With  keels  of  every  kind :  iMiiny  hot  inroads 

*  Acquired.  t  Levity.  t  Conrr.me. 

S  Discontented.  5   Endeared. 

%  VoUowiug  like  a  servant.  **  rior.gli. 
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They  make  in  Ilaly ;  the  borders  maritime 

Lack  blood*  to  thmk  on"t,  and  flush f  youth  revolt : 

No  vessel  can  peep  forth,  but  'tis  as  soon 

Taken  as  seen  ;  for  Pompey's  name  strikes  more, 

Tlian  could  his  war  resisted. 

Cces.  Antony, 
Leave  thy  lascivious  -wassails,    '^lien  thou  once 
AVast  beaten  from  Modena,  where  thou  slew'st 
Hirtius  and  Pansa,  consuls,  at  thy  heel 
Did  famine  follow ;  whom  thou  foughl'st  against, 
Though  daintily  brought  up,  with  patience  more 
Than  savages  could  suffer  :  Thou  didst  drink 
The  stale  of  horses,  and  the  gilded  X  puddle 
Which  beast  would  coudi  at :  thy  palate  then  did  deign 
The  roughest  berry  on  tlie  rudest  hedge  ; 
I'ea,  like  the  stag,  when  snow  the  pasture  sheets, 
The  barks  of  trees  thou  browsed'st ;  on  the  Alps 
It  is  reported,  thou  did'st  eat  strange  flesh, 
"Which  some  did  die  to  look  on :  And  all  tliis 
(It  wounds  thine  honour,  that  I  speak  it  now), 
"U'as  borne  so  like  a  soldier,  that  thy  cheek 
So  much  as  lank'd  not. 

Lep.  It  is  pity  of  him. 

Ccis.  Let  his  shames  quickly 
Drive  him  to  Rome :  "Tis  time  we  twain 
Did  show  ourselves  i'  the  field ;  and,  to  that  end. 
Assemble  we  immediate  council :  Pompey 
Thrives  in  our  idleness. 

Lep.  To-morro\v,  Cajsar, 
I  shall  be  furnish'd  to  inform  you  rightly 
J}(jlli  what  ])y  sea  and  land  I  cau  be  able. 
To  'front  this  ])resent  time. 

Cccs.  Till  which  encounter, 
It  is  my  business  too.    Parewell. 

Lep.  Farewell,  my  lord:  "What  you  shall  knovv"  mean  time 
Of  stirs  abroad,  I  shall  beseech  you,  hjii-, 
To  let  me  be  partaker. 

C(es.  Doubt  not.  Sir ; 
I  knew  it  for  my  bond.  §  [Exc-'ut, 

SCEXH  J'. — Ale.vandiua.      A  Sooai  in  fhe  Palace. 

Enter  Cleopatea,  CnAEMiAX,  ICAS,  and  ^Iaedian. 

Cleo.  Charmian, — 

Char.  Madam. 

Cleo.  Ha,  ha  ! — 
Cive  me  to  drink  mandrasora. 

Char.  "Why,  Madam? 

Cleo.  That  I  might  sleep  out  this  great  gap  of  time, 
^ly  Antony  is  away. 

Char.  You  think  of  him 
Too  much. 

*  Turn  pale.  t  Ruddy.  t  Slimy.  §  Duty. 

VOL.  IV.  F 
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Cleo.  O,  treason  ! 

Char.  Madam,  I  trust,  not  so. 

Cleo.  Thou  ennuch  !  Mardian  ! 

Mar.  What's  your  highness'  pleasure  ? 

Cleo.  Not  now  to  hear  thee  sing ;  I  take  no  pleasure 
In  aught  a  eunuch  has :  'Tis  well  for  thee, 
That,  being  unseminar'd,  *  thy  freer  thoughts 
May  not  fly  forth  of  Egypt.    Hast  thou  afi'ectious  ? 

Mar.  Yes,  gracious  Madam. 

Cleo.  Indeed  ? 

Mar.  Not  in  deed,  Madam ;  for  I  can  do  nothing 
But  what  in  deed  is  honest  to  be  done  : 
Yet  have  I  fierce  affections,  and  think, 
"What  Venus  did  with  Mars. 

Cleo.  O  Charmian, 
'\^Tiere  think'st  thou  he  is  now  ?  Stands  he,  or  sits  he  ? 
Or  does  he  walk  ?  or  is  he  on  his  horse  ? 
O  happy  horse,  to  bear  the  weight  of  Antony  ! 
Do  bravely,  horse  !  for  wot'st  thou  whom  thou  mov'st  ? 
The  demi- Atlas  of  this  earth,  the  arm 
And  burgonet  t  of  men. — He 's  speaking  now, 
Or  murmuring,  Ifliere's  mj/  serpent  of  old  JSile  1 
For  so  he  calls  me  ;  Now  I  feed  myself 
With  most  delicious  poison  : — Think  on  me. 
That  am  \^ith  Phoebus'  amorous  pinches  black. 
And  wrinkled  deep  in  time  ?    Broad -fronted  X  Ctcsar, 
When  thou  wast  here  above  the  ground,  I  was 
A  morsel  for  a  monarch :  and  great  Pompey 
Would  stand,  and  make  his  eyes  gro\^■  in  my  brow ; 
There  would  he  anchor  his  aspect,  and  die 
With  his  looking  on  his  life. 

Eyiter  Alexas. 

Alex.  Sovereign  of  Egypt,  hail ! 

CUo.  How  much  unlike  art  thou  ^lark  Antony  ? 
Yet,  coming  from  him,  that  great  medicine  §  hath 
With  his  tinct  gilded  thee. — 
How  goes  it  with  my  brave  !Mark  Antony  ? 

Alex.  Last  thing  he  did,  dear  queen. 
He  kiss'd, — the  last  of  many  doubled  kisses, — 
This  orient  pearl ; — His  .speech  sticks  in  my  heart. 

Cleo.  iline  ear  must  pluck  it  thence. 

Alex.  Good  friend,  quoth  he. 
Say,  the  firm  Roman  to  great  Eaypt  seuds 
This  treasure  of  an  oyster  ;  at  ivhose  foot 
To  mend  the  petti/  present,  I  v:ill  piece 
Her  opulent  throne  v;ith  hingdoms ;  All  the  east. 
Say  thou,  shall  call  her  mistress.     So  he  nodded. 
And  soberly  did  mount  a  tcrmngant  steed. 
Who  neigh'd  so  high,  that  what  I  would  have  spoke 
AYas  beastly  dumb'd  by  him. 

*  Unmanned.  t  A  helmet. 

i  In  allusion  to  his  baklnoss.        c  I'hysician. 
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Cleo.  "Uliat,  was  he  sad,  or  merry  ? 

Alex.  Like  to  the  time  o'  the  year  between  the  extremes 
Of  hot  and  cold ;  he  \^■as  nor  sad,  nor  merry. 

Cleo.  O  well-divided  disposition  ! — Note  him, 
Not€  him,  good  Charmian,  'tis  the  man ;  but  note  him ; 
He  was  not  sad ;  for  ho  would  shine  on  those 
That  make  their  looks  by  his :  he  was  not  merry ; 
"Which  seem'd  to  tell  them,  his  remembrance  lay 
In  Egypt  with  his  joy :  but  between  both ; 

0  heavenly  mingle ! — Be'st  thou  sad,  or  merry, 
The  violence  of  either  thee  becomes ; 

So  does  it  no  man  else. — Met'st  thou  my  posts  ? 

Alex.  Ay,  Madam,  twenty  several  messengers : 
Why  do  you  send  so  thick  ? 

Cleo.  Who 's  born  that  day 
When  I  forget  to  send  to  Antony, 
Shall  die  a  beggar. — Ink  and  paper,  Charmian. — 
^yelcome,  my  good  Alexas. — Did  I,  Charmian, 
Ever  love  Caesar  so  ? 

Char.  O  that  brave  Caesar  ! 

Cleo.  Be  choked  Mith  such  another  emphasis  ! 
Say,  the  brave  Antony. 

Char.  The  valiant  Ceesar  I 

Cleo.  By  Isis,  I  will  give  thee  bloody  teeth, 
If  thou  with  Csesar  paragon  again 
My  man  of  men. 

Char.  By  your  most  gracious  pardon, 

1  sing  but  after  you. 

Cleo.  ily  sallad  days ; 
When  I  was  green  in  judgment : — Cold  in  blood, 
To  say,  as  I  said  then  !— But,  come,  away : 
Get  me  ink  and  paper :  he  shall  have  every  day 
A  several  greeting,  or  I'll  unpeople  Egypt.  [Exeunt, 


ACT  IL 

SCENE  I.—3Iessina.—AItoom  niPoilPET's  7iouse. 

Enter  PoMPEY,  Mexeceates,  and  Menas. 

Pom.  If  the  great  gods  be  just,  they  shall  assist 
The  deeds  of  justest  men. 

Jlene.  Kno'iv,  -srorthy  Pompey, 
That  what  they  do  delay,  they  not  deny. 

Pom.  Whiles  we  are  suitors  to  their  throne,  decays 
The  thinz  we  sue  for. 

Mene.  We,  ignorant  of  ourselves. 
Beg  often  our  own  harms,  which  the  wise  powers. 
Deny  us  for  our  good  ;  so  find  we  profit, 
By  losing  of  our  prayers. 

Pom.  I  shall  do  well : 
The  people  love  me,  and  the  sea  is  mine ; 
p2 
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My  power 's  a  crescent,  and  my  auguring  hope 

Says  it  will  come  to  the  full.    Mark  Antony 

In  Egypt  sits  at  dinner,  and  will  make 

No  wars  without  doors :  Caesar  gets  money,  wliere 

He  loses  hearts :  Lcpidus  Hatters  both. 

Of  both  is  flatter'd  ;  but  he  neither  loves. 

Nor  either  cares  for  him. 

Men.  Cscsar  and  Lepidus 
Are  in  the  field ;  a  mighty  strength  they  carry. 

Fom.  Where  liave  you  this  ?  'lis  false. 

Men.  From  Silvius,  Sir. 

Pom.  He  dreams;  I  know,  they  are  in  Rome  together, 
Tiooking  for  Antony :  ]3ut  all  charms  of  love 
Salt  Clopatra,  soften  thy  waned*  lip  ! 
Let  witchcraft  join  with  beauty,  lust  Avitli  both  ! 
Tie  up  the  libertine  in  a  field  of  feasts. 
Keep  his  brain  fuming ;  Epicurean  cooks, 
Sharpen  with  cloyless  sauce  his  appetite ; 
That  sleep  and  feeding  may  prorogue  his  honour, 
Even  till  f  a  Lethe'd  dullness. — How  no^v,  Varrius  ? 

Enter  Vakeius. 

Var.  This  is  most  certain  that  I  shall  deliver : 
!Mark  Antony  i?'  every  hour  in  llome 
Expected  ;  since  he  went  from  Egypt,  'tis 
A  space  for  further  travel. 

Pom.  I  could  have  given  less  matter 
A  better  ear. — Menas,  I  did  not  think, 
This  amorous  surfeiter  would  have  don'd  his  helm 
Eor  such  a  petty  war :  his  soldiership 
Is  twice  the  other  twain :  But  let  ns  rcnr 
The  higher  our  opinicm,  that  our  stirring 
Can  from  the  lap  of  Egji^t's  widow  X  pluck 
The  ne'er  lust-wearied  Antony. 

Men.  I  cannot  hope, 
Caesar  and  Antony  shall  well  greet  togeiher  : 
His  ^vife,  that's  dead,  did  tresjjasscs  to  Ca'sar : 
His  brother  warr'd  upon  him;  although,  1  think. 
Not  moved  by  Antony. 

Pom.  I  know  not,  Menas, 
How  lesser  enmities  may  give  way  to  greater. 
Were 't  not  that  we  stand  up  against  them  id), 
'Twere  pregnant  they  should  square  §  between  themselves ; 
Por  they  have  entertain'd  cause  enough 
To  draw  their  swords :  but  how  the  fear  of  us 
May  cement  their  divisions,  and  bnid  up 
The  petty  difierence,  we  yet  not  know. 
J5e  it  as  our  gods  will  have  it !  It  only  stands 
Our  lives  upon,  to  use  our  strongest  hands. 
Come,  Menas.  [Exei'.if, 

*  Faded.  t  To,  t  Cleopatra  was  the  widow  of  rtolcr.-.y. 

\  Settle  mutters. 
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SCSNI^  II.— Rome.    A  Room  in  the  house  of  LEriDUS. 
F.nfer  Enobaebus  and  Lepidus. 

Lep.  Good  Enobarbus,  'lis  a  worthj'  deed, 
And  shall  become  yoii  well,  to  entreat  your  captaiu 
To  soft  and  gentle  speech. 

Eno.  I  shall  entreat  him 
To  answer  like  himself:  if  Ctcsar  move  him, 
Let  Antony  look  over  Cfesar's  head. 
And  speak  as  loud  as  Mars.    By  Jupiter, 
"Were  I  the  wearer  of  Antonius'  beard, 
I  would  not  shave  to-day. 

Lep.  'Tis  not  a  time 
Eor  private  stomaching. 

Uno.  Every  time 
Serves  for  the  matter  that  is  then  born  in  it. 

Lep.  But  small  to  greater  matters  must  give  way. 

Eno.  Not  if  the  small  come  first. 

Lep.  Your  speech  is  passion : 
But,  pray  you,  stir  no  embers  up.    Here  comes 
The  noble  Antony. 

Enter  ANTONY  and  Yentidius. 

Eno.  And  yonder  Ctcsar. 

Enter  C-t:sak,  Mec.enas,  and  Aoeippa. 

Ant.  If  we  compose*  Avell  here,  to  Parthia  : 
Hark  yo>t,  Yentidius. 

Cces.  I  do  not  know, 
ilecjenas ;  ask  Agrippa. 

Lep.  Noble  friends, 
That  which  combined  us  was  most  great,  and  let  not 
A  leaner  action  rend  us.    "VYliat's  amiss, 
ilay  it  be  gently  heard :  when  we  debate 
Our  trivial  diftcrence  loud,  we  do  commit 
Murder  in  healing  wounds :  Then,  noble  jiartners, 
(The  rather,  for  I  earnestly  beseech), 
Touch  you  the  sourest  points  with  sweetest  terms, 
Nor  curstness  f  grow  to  the  matter. 

Ant.  'Tis  spoken  well : 
AYero  we  before  our  armies,  and  to  fight, 
I  should  do  thus. 

Cccs.  Welcome  to  Eome. 

Ant.  Thank  you. 

Cces.  Sit. 

Ant.  Sit,  Sii- ! 

C(Bs.  Nay, 
Then— 

Ant.  I  learn,  you  take  things  ill,  which  are  not  so ; 
Or,  being,  concern  you  not. 

Cas.  I  must  be  laugh'd  at. 
If,  or  for  nothing,  or  a  little,  I 
Should  say  myself  offended ;  and  with  you 

*  Agree.  t  111  humour. 
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Chiefly  i'  the  world :  more  laugh'd  at,  that  I  should 
Once  name  you  derogately,  when  to  sound  your  name 
It  not  concern'd  me. 

Ant.  My  being  in  Egj^pt,  Csesar, 
What  was 't  to  you  ? 

CcBs.  No  more  than  my  residing  here  at  Eome 
Might  be  to  you  in  Egypt;  Yet,  if  you  there 
Did  practise  *  on  my  state,  your  being  in  Egypt 
Might  be  my  question,  f 

Ant.  How  intend  you,  practised  ? 

CcBs.  You  may  be  pleased  to  catch  at  mine  intent 
By  what  did  here  belal  me.    Your  wife,  and  brother. 
Made  wars  upon  me  ;  and  their  contestation 
Was  theme  for  you,  you  were  the  word  of  war. 

Ant.  You  do  mistake  your  business ;  my  brother  never 
Did  urge  me  in  this  act :  I  did  inquire  it ; 
And  have  my  learning  from  some  true  reports,  J 
That  drew  their  swords  with  you.    Did  he  not  rather 
Discredit  my  authority  with  yours ; 
And  make  the  wars  alike  against  my  stomach. 
Having  alike  your  cause  ?  Of  this,  my  letters 
Before  did  satisfy  you.    If  you'll  patch  a  quarrel, 
As  matter  whole  you  have  not  to  make  it  with. 
It  must  not  be  with  this. 

CcEs.  You  praise  yourself 
By  laying  defects  of  judgment  to  me ;  but 
You  patcli'd  up  your  excuses. 

Ant.  Not  so,  not  so  ; 
I  know  you  could  not  lack,  I  am  certain  on't, 
Yery  necessity  of  this  thought,  that  I, 
Your  partner,  in  the  cause  'gainst  which  he  fought, 
Could  not  with  grateful  eyes  attend  those  wars 
Which  'fronted  §  mine  own  peace.    As  for  my  ■^^•ife, 
I  would  you  had  her  spirit  in  such  another : 
The  third  o'  the  world  is  yours  ;  which  with  a  suaflle 
You  may  pace  easy,  but  not  such  a  wife. 

Uno.  'Would  we  had  all  such  wives,  that  the  men  mi'^ht  ;-y)  to 
wars  with  the  women ! 

Ant.  So  much  incurable,  her  garboils,  ]\  Crcsnr, 
Made  out  of  her  impatience  (which  not  wanted 
Shrewdness  of  policy  too),  I  grieving  grant, 
Did  you  too  much  disquiet :  for  that,  you  must 
But  say,  I  could  not  help  it. 

Ccps.  I  wrote  to  you, 
When  rioting  in  Alexandria  ;  you 
Did  pocket  up  my  letters,  and  with  taunts 
Did  gibe  my  missive  ^  out  of  audience. 

Anf.  Sir, 
Ho  fell  upon  me,  ere  admitted  ;  tlien 
Three  kings  I  had  newly  feasted,  and  did  want 
Of  what  I  was  i'  the  morning ;  but,  next  day, 

*  U>^e  evil  arts.  t  Subject.  t  InfoI■mant^;. 

J  Opposed.  !1  Commotions.  IJ  Messenger. 


SCEXEII.]  AXTO>-Y  AXD  CLEOPATRA.  71 

I  told  him  of  myself ;  which  was  as  much 
As  to  have  ask'd  him  pardon  ;  Let  this  fellow 
Ee  nothing  of  our  strife ;  if  we  contend, 
Out  of  our  question  *  wipe  him. 

Cas.  You  have  broken 
The  articles  of  your  oath  ;  which  you  shall  never 
Have  tongue  to  charge  me  with. 

Lep.  Soft,  Ctesar. 

Ant.  No,  Lepidus,  let  him  speak ; 
The  honour's  sacred  which  he  talks  on  now, 
Supposing  that  I  lack'd  it :  But  on,  Caesar ; 
The  article  of  my  oath, — 

CcBs.  To  lend  me  arms,  and  aid,  when  I  required  them ; 
The  which  you  both  denied. 

Ant.  Neglected,  rather ; 
And  then,  when  poison'd  houi-s  had  bound  me  up 
From  mine  own  knowledge.    As  nearly  as  I  may, 
I'll  play  the  penitent  to  you :  but  mine  honesty 
Shall  not  make  poor  my  greatness,  nor  my  power 
Work  without  it :  Truth  is.  that  Fulvia, 
To  have  me  out  of  Egypt,  made  wars  here ; 
For  which  myself,  the  ignorant  motive,  do 
So  far  ask  pardon,  as  befits  mine  honour 
To  stoop  in  such  a  case. 

Lep.  'Tis  nobly  spoken. 

Mec.  If  it  might  please  you,  to  enforce  no  further 
The  griefs  t  between  ye  :  to  forget  them  quite, 
Were  to  remember  that  the  present  need 
Speaks  to  atone  %  you. 

Leji.  "\A'orthily  spoke,  IMecjenas. 

Uno.  Or,  if  you  borrow  one  another's  love  for  the  instant,  you 
may,  a  hen  you  hear  no  more  words  of  Pompey,  return  it  again  : 
you  shall  have  time  to  ^Tangle  in,  when  you  have  nothing  else 
to  do. 

Aat.  Thou  art  a  soldier  only ;  speak  no  more. 

Eno.  That  truth  should  be  silent,  I  had  almost  forgot. 

Ant.  You  ttTong  this  presence,  therefore  speak  no  more. 

Uno.  Go  to  then ;  your  considerate  stone.  § 

Cas.  I  do  not  much  dislike  the  matter,  but 
The  manner  of  his  speech  :  for  it  cannot  be. 
We  shall  remain  in  friendship,  our  conditions  i| 
So  differing  in  their  acts.    Yet,  if  I  knew 
What  hoop  should  hold  us  staunch,  from  edge  to  edge 
0'  the  world  I  would  pursue  it. 

Agr.  Give  me  leave,  Cresar, — 

Catn.  Speak,  Agripjia. 

Afjr.  Thou  hast  a  sister  by  the  mothers  side, 
Admired  Octavia  :  great  ;Mark  .iutony 
Is  now  a  ttidower. 

Cas.  Say  not  so,  Agrippa ; 

*  Conversation.  t  Grievances.  t  Reconcile. 

9  7.  e.  1  will  be  silent  as  a  stone,  but  I  shall  consider  (obser'--^:"  jou  all. 
ii   Dispositions. 
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If  Cleopatra  lieard  you,  your  reproof 
'^Vere  well  deserved  of  rashness. 

Ant.  I  am  not  married,  C'cesar :  let  me  hear 
Agrippa  further  speak. 

Agr.  To  hold  you  in  perpetual  amity, 
To  make  you  brothers,  and  to  knit  your  hearts 
With  an  iinslipi)ing  knot,  take  Antony 
Octavia  to  his  wife  :  whose  I)eauty  claims 
No  Avorse  a  husband  than  the  best  of  men  ; 
"Whose  virtue,  and  whose  general  graces,  sjjoak 
That  which  none  else  can  utter.    By  this  marriage, 
All  little  jealousies,  whicli  now  seem  great. 
And  all  great  fears,  which  now  import  their  dangers, 
AVould  then  be  nothing :  truths  would  l)e  but  tales, 
Where  now  half  tales  be  truths  :  her  love  to  both, 
Would,  each  to  other,  and  all  loves  to  l)otli, 
Draw  after  her.    Pardon  \^'hat  I  have  spoke ; 
For  'tis  a  studied,  not  a  present  thought, 
By  duty  ruminated. 

Ant.  Will  Cfcsar  speak  ? 

Cms.  Not  till  he  hears  how  Antony  is  touch'd 
With  what  is  spoke  already. 

Auf.  What  i)ower  is  in  Agrii)])a, 
If  I  would  say,  Agrippa,  he  it  so, 
To  make  this  good  ? 

Ca's.  The  power  of  (y'lrsar,  and 
His  power  unto  Octavia. 

Ant.  May  I  never 
To  this  good  purpose,  that  so  fairly  shows, 
Dream  of  impediment ! — Let  me  have  tliy  hand  ; 
Further  this  act  of  grace  ;  and,  from  this  hour. 
The  heart  of  brothers  govern  in  our  loves, 
-Ind  sway  our  great  designs  ! 

C(cs.  There  is  my  hand. 
A  sister  I  bequeath  you,  whom  no  brother 
Did  ever  love  so  dearly :  Let  her  live 
To  join  our  kingdoms,  and  our  hearts;  and  never 
Fly  otFour  loves  again  ! 

Lpp.  Hapy)ily,  amen ! 

Ant.  I  did  not  thinlc  to  draw  my  sword  'gainst  I'ouipey : 
For  he  hath  laid  strange  courtesies,  and  great, 
Of  late  upon  me:  I  must  thank  him  only, 
Lest  my  remembrance  suffer  ill  report  ;* 
At  heel  of  that,  defy  him. 

Zcp.  Time  calls  upon  us : 
Of  us  must  Pom]iey  presently  be  sought, 
Or  else  he  seeks  out  us. 

Ant.  And  where  lies  he  ? 

C(es.  About  the  mount  ^Misonum. 

A>if.  What's  his  stremrth 
By  land  ? 

*  Lest  I  be  thought  unmiiulfiil. 
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Cces.  Great,  and  increasing :  but  by  sea 
He  is  an  absolute  master. 

Ant.  So  is  the  fame. 
"Would,  we  had  spoke  together  !  haste  we  for  it : 
Yet,  ere  we  put  ourselves  in  arms,  despatch  we 
The  business  we  have  talk'd  of. 

Cces.  "With  most  gladness ; 
And  do  invite  j'ou  to  my  sister's  view, 
Whither  straight  I  will  lead  you. 

Aid.  Let  us,  Lepidus. 
Not  lack  your  company. 

Lep.  Noble  Antony, 
Not  sickness  should  detain  me. 

\Floi'rish.     IJxeiuit  C^SAR,  ANTONY,  a»d  LepiduS. 

Jlec.  Weicome  from  Egypt,  Sir. 

-E,>o.  Half  the  heart  of  C'lvsar,  worthy  Mecasnas  ! — my  honoiu'- 
able  friend,  Agrippa  ! — 

Ayr.  Good  Enobarbus ! 

3Iec.  We  have  cause  to  be  glad,  that  matters  are  so  well 
diirested.    You  stayed  well  by  it  in  Egypt. 

IJiio.  Ay,  Sir ;  we  did  sleep  day  cut  of  countenance,  and  made 
the  night  light  with  drinking. 

Jlec.  Eight  wild  boars  roasted  whole  at  a  breakfast,  and  but 
t\velve  persons  there ;  is  this  true  ? 

IJiio.  This  was  but  as  a  fly  by  an  eagle:  we  had  much  more 
monstrous  matter  of  feast,  which  worthily  deserved  noting. 

Jlec.  She.'s  a  most  triumphant  lady,  if  report  be  square  *"to  her. 

£>!o.  AYhen  she  first  met  Mark  Antony,  she  pursed  up  liLs 
heart  upon  the  river  of  Cidnus. 

Ag>:  There  she  appear'd  indeed ;  or  my  reporter  devised  well 
for  her. 

JSiio.  I  Avill  tell  yoti : 
The  barge  she  sat  in,  like  a  burnish'd  throne, 
Burn'd  on  the  water :  the  ])oop  was  beaten  gold ; 
Purple  the  sails,  and  so  perfumed,  that 
The  winds  were  love-sick  with  them :  the  oars  were  silver ; 
AVhich  to  the  tune  of  flutes  kept  stroke,  and  made 
The  water,  which  they  beat,  to  ibliow  faster, 
As  amorous  of  their  strokes.    Por  her  own  jjerson, 
It  beggar'd  all  description :  she  did  lie 
In  her  pavilion  (cloth  of  gold,  of  tissue), 
O'erpicturing  that  Yenus,  where  we  see. 
The  fancy  out-work  nature :  on  each  side  her, 
Stood  pretty  dimpled  boys,  like  smiling  Cupids, 
With  diverse-colour'd  fans,  whose  wind  did  seem 
To  glow  the  delicate  cheeks  which  they  did  cool. 
And  what  they  undid,  did.f 

Agr.  O,  rare  for  Antony  ! 

Uno.  Her  gentlewomen,  like  the  Nereides, 
So  many  mermaids,  tended  her  i'  the  eyes, 
*  Equal  her  merits, 
t  Added  to  the  warmth  they  were  Inteadcd  to  diminisii. 
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And  made  their  bends  adoring :  at  the  helm 
A  seeming  mermaid  steers ;  the  silken  tackle 
Swell  witli  the  touches  of  those  flower-soft  hinds. 
That  yarely  frame  *  the  office.    From  the  barge 
A  strange  invisible  perfume  hits  the  sense 
Of  the  adjacent  wharfs.    The  city  cast 
Her  people  out  upon  her ;  and  Antony, 
Enthron'd  in  the  market-place,  did  sit  alone, 
Whistling  to  the  air ;  which,  but  for  vacancy, 
Had  gone  to  gaze  on  Cleopatra  too, 
And  made  a  gap  in  nature. 

Agr.  Eare  Egyptian  ! 

Eno.  Upon  her  landing,  Antony  sent  to  her. 
Invited  her  to  supper :  she  replied. 
It  should  be  better,  he  became  her  guest ; 
Which  she  entreated :  Our  courteous  Antony, 
Whom  ne'er  the  word  of  Ao  woman  heard  speak, 
Being  barber'd  ten  times  o'er,  goes  to  the  fea.st ; 
And,  for  his  ordinary,  pays  his  heart. 
For  what  his  eyes  eat  only. 

Agr.  Eoyal  wench ! 
She  made  great  Ctesar  lay  his  sword  to  bed  ; 
He  plough'd  her,  and  she  cropp'd. 

JSno.  I  saw  her  once 
Hop  forty  paces  through  the  public  street : 
And  having  lost  her  breath,  she  spoke,  and  panted, 
That  she  did  make  defect,  perfection. 
And,  breathless,  power  breathe  forth. 

3Iec.  Now  Antony  must  leave  her  utterly. 

Jino.  Never  ;  he  will  not ; 
Age  cannot  ■wither  her,  nor  custom  stale 
Her  infinite  variety:  Other  women 
Cloy  th'  appetites  they  feed ;  but  she  makes  hungry 
Where  most  she  satisfies.    For  vilest  things 
Become  themselves  in  her ;  that  the  holy  priests 
Bless  her.  when  she's  riggish.f 

3Iec.  If  beauty,  wisdom,  modesty,  can  settle 
The  heart  of  Antony,  Octavia  is 
A  blessed  lottery  J  to  him. 

Af/r.  Let  us  go. — 
Good  Enobarbus,  make  yourself  my  guest. 
Whilst  you  abide  here. 

JSno.  Humbly,  Sir,  I  thank  you.  \_Exexi.vt. 

SCENE  III— The  same.    A  Room  in  CiESAE's  Jloiu^e. 

Enter  CJiSAK,  ANTONY,  Octavia,  heticeen  ihem ;  Attendants, 
and  a  SOOTHSAYER. 

Ant.  The  world,  and  my  great  office,  will  sometimes 
Divide  me  from  your  bosom. 
Octa.  All  whicli  time 
«  Dexterously  perform.  f  Wanton.  t  Allotinciit. 
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Before  the  gods  my  knee  shall  bow  my  prayers 
To  them  for  you. 

Ant.  Good  night,  Sir. — My  Octavia, 
liead  not  my  blemishes  in  tlie  world's  report : 
I  have  not  kept  my  square ;  but  that  to  come 
Shall  all  be  done  by  the  rule.    Good  night,  dear  lady. 

Ocfa.  Good  night,  Sir. 

CcBs.  Good  night.  [Exetint  Cj^sae  and  Octavia. 

A7it.  Now,  sirrah  !  you  do  wish  yourself  in  Egypt  ? 

Sooth.  Would  I  had  never  come  from  thence,  nor  you 
Thither ! 

Ant.  If  you  cnn,  your  reason  ? 

Sooth.  I  see't  in 
jMy  motion,*  have  it  not  in  my  tongue :  But  yet 
Hie  you  again  to  Egypt. 

Ant.  Say  to  me, 
Whose  fortunes  shall  rise  higher,  Coesar's,  or  mine  ? 

Sooth.  Cfesar's. 
Therefore,  O  Antony,  stay  not  by  his  side : 
Thy  demon,  that's  thy  spirit  which  keeps  thee,  is 
Noble,  courageous,  high,  unmatchable, 
Where  Csesar's  is  not ;  but  near  him,  thy  angel 
Becomes  a  Fear,  as  being  o'erpower'd ;  therefore 
]Make  space  enough  between  you. 

Ant.  Speak  this  no  more. 

Sooth.  To  none  but  thee ;  no  more,  but  when  to  thee. 
If  thou  dost  play  with  him  at  any  game. 
Thou  art  sure  to  lose ;  and,  of  that  natural  luck, 
He  beats  thee  'gainst  the  odds ;  thy  lustre  thickens. 
When  he  shines  by :  I  say  again,  thy  spirit 
Is  all  afraid  to  govern  thee  near  him ; 
But,  he  away,  'tis  noble. 

Ant.  Get  thee  gone  : 
Say  to  Ventidius,  I  would  speak  with  him :  IJExit  Soothsayee. 
He  shall  to  Parthia. — Be  it  art,  or  hap. 
He  hath  spoken  true :  The  very  dice  obey  him ; 
And,  in  our  sports,  my  better  cunning  faints 
Under  his  chance  :  if  we  draw  lots,  he  speeds : 
His  cocks  do  win  the  battle  still  of  mine. 
When  it  is  all  to  nought ;  and  his  quailsf  ever 
Beat  mine,  inhoop'd,  at  odds.    I  will  to  Egypt : 
And  though  I  make  this  marriage  for  my  peace, 

Enter  Ventidius. 
I'  the  east  my  pleasure  lies : — O,  come,  Ventidius, 
You  must  to  Parthia :  your  commission's  ready  : 
Eollow  me,  and  receive  it.  iJSxeiint. 

SCENE  TV.—Tlie  same.     A  Street. 
Enter  Lepidus,  Mecenas,  and  Agkippa. 
Lep.  Trouble  yourselves  no  further :  pray  you,  hasten 
Your  generals  after. 
*  Inspiration.       f  The  ancients  used  to  match  quails  as  we  match  cocks. 
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Afp:  Sir,  Mark  Antony 
Will  e'en  but  kiss  Octavia,  and  we'll  follow. 

Lep.  Till  I  shall  see  you  in  your  soldier's  dre<s, 
"Which  will  become  you  both,  farewell. 

Mec.  "We  shall, 
As  I  conceive  the  journey,  be  at  mount* 
Uefore  you,  Lepid'us. 

Lep.  Your  way  is  shorter, 
My  purposes  do  draw  me  much  about ; 
You'll  win  two  days  upon  me. 

Mec.  Agr.  Sir,  good  success  I 

Lep.  l''arewell.  [L.r&iniL 

SCJ^NL^  T". — Alexandria.    A  Room  in  the  Palace. 
Enter  CLEOPATRA,  Chaemiax,  Iras,  and  Alexas. 
C!eo.  Give  me  some  music  ;  music,  moody  f  food 
01'  us  that  trade  in  love. 
Attend.  The  music,  ho  ! 

i:nfcr  MaKDIAX. 

C/eo.  Lot  it  alone  ;  let  us  to  billiards : 
Come,  Charraian. 

Char.  My  arm  is  sore,  best  play  with  Mardian. 

C/eo.  As  well  a  ■\\'oman  with  an  eunuch  play'd, 
As  with  a  woman  ; — Come,  you'll  play  with  me.  Sir? 

JIar.  As  well  as  I  can,  madam. 

Cleo.  And  when  good  will  is  show'd,  though  it  come  too  short. 
The  actor  may  plead  pardon.    I'll  none  now : — 
Give  me  mine  angle, — We'll  to  the  river :  there, 
My  music  playing  far  off,  I  will  betray 
Tawny-finn'd  fislies ;  my  bended  hook  sliall  jiierce 
Their  slimy  jaws ;  and,  as  I  draw  them  up, 
I'll  think  them  every  one  an  Antony, 
And  say.  Ah,  ha!  you're  caught. 

Char.  'Twas  merry,  when 
You  wager'd  on  your  anding ;  Mhen  your  diver 
Did  hang  a  salt-fish  on  his  hook,  which  he 
'With  iervency  drew  ni). 

Cteo.  That  time  !— O  times  ! — 
I  laugh'd  him  out  of  patience  ;  and  that  night 
I  laugh'd  him  into  i)atience  ;  and  next  morn. 
Ere  the  ninth  hour,  I  drunk  him  to  his  bed  : 
Then  put  my  tires*  and  mantles  on  him,  Mhilst 
I  wore  his  sword  Phili]ipan.    O  !  from  Italy ; 

Lnler  a  Mkssengeu. 
Earn  thou  thy  fruitful  tidings  in  mine  ears. 
That  long  time  have  been  barren. 

Jless.  iladam,  madam, — 

Clco.  Antony's  dead  ?— 
If  thou  say  so,  villain,  thou  kilFst  thy  mistress  : 
But  ^vell  and  free, 

*  7.  e.  Mount  Miseuuni.  t  Melancholy.  :  Head-dress, 
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Tf  thou  so  yield  him,  there  is  gold,  and  here 
ily  bluest  veins  to  kiss;  a  hand  that  kings 
Have  lipp'd,  and  trembled  kissing. 
Mess,  rirst,  madam,  he's  v»ell. 

Cleo.  Why,  there's  more  gold.    But,  sirrah,  mark;  wo  use 
To  say,  the  dead  are  well :  bring  it  to  that, 
The  gold  I  give  thee,  will  I  melt,  and  ijour 
Down  thy  ill-uttering  throat. 

Mes>i.  Good  madam,  hear  uie. 

Cleo.  Well,  go  to,  I  A\-ill ; 
But  there's  no  goodness  in  thy  face  :  If  Antony 
Be  free,  and  healthful, — why  so  tart  a  favour  * 
To  trumpet  such  good  tidings  ?    If  not  well, 
Thou  should'st  come  like  a  fury  crown'd  with  snakes, 
Not  like  a  formal  man.f 

Mess.  "Will't  please  to  hear  me  ? 

Cleo.  I  have  a  mind  to  strike  thee,  ere  thou  speak'st : 
Yet,  if  thou  say,  Antony  lives,  is  well. 
Or  friends  with  Caesar,  or  not  captive  to  him, 
I'll  .set  thee  in  a  .shower  of  gold,  and  hail 
Eich  pearls  upon  thee 

Mess.  Madam,  he's  well, 

Cleo.  "Well  said. 

Mess.  And  friends  with  Casar. 

Cleo.  Thou'rt  an  honest  man. 

Mess.  C'Ksar  and  he  are  greater  friends  than  ever. 

Cleo.  Make  thee  a  fortune  from  me. 

Mess.  But  yet,  madam, — 

Cleo.  I  do  not  like  but  yet,  it  does  allay 
The  good  precedence  :t  fie  upon  hut  yet  : 
But  yet  is  as  a  jailer  to  bring  forth 
Some  monstrous  malefactor.    IVythee,  friend. 
Four  out  the  pack  of  matter  to  mine  ear. 
The  good  and  bad  together :  He's  friend  with  Csesar ; 
In  state  of  health,  thou  say'st ;  and,  thou  say'st,  free. 

Mess.  Free,  madam  !  no ;  I  made  no  such  report : 
He's  bound  unto  Octavia. 

Cleo.  For  what  good  turn  ? 

Mess.  For  the  best  turn  i'  the  bed. 

Cleo.  I  am  pale,  Charmian. 

Mess.  Madam,  he's  married  to  Octavia. 

Cleo.  The  most  infectious  pestilence  upon  thee  I 

[Strides  him  down. 

Mess.  Good  madam,  patience. 

Cleo.  "What  say  you  ?— Hence.  [Strides  liim  again. 

Horrible  villahi !  or  I'll  spurn  tliine  eyes 
Like  balls  before  me ;  I'll  unhair  thy  liead  ; 

jShe  hales  him  tip  ai.'.l  doun. 
Thou  shall  be  whipp'd  with  wire,  and  stew'd  in  brine, 
Smarting  in  ling'ring  pickle. 

*  Countenance.  f  A  man  in  form. 

J  Modifies  the  g-ood  before  reported. 
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Me.fs.  Gracious  madam, 
1,  that  do  bring  the  news,  made  not  the  match. 

Cleo.  Say,  'tis  not  so,  a  province  I  will  give  thee. 
And  make  thy  fortunes  proud :  the  blow  thou  hadst 
Shall  make  thy  peace,  for  moving  me  to  rage ; 
And  I  will  boot  *  thee  with  what  gift  beside 
Thy  modesty  can  beg. 

Mess.  He's  married,  madam. 

Cleo.  Eogue,  thou  hast  lived  too  long.  [Draics  a  dagger. 

Mess.  Nay,  then  I'll  run  : — 
What  mean  you,  madam  ?    I  have  made  no  fault.  [Exit. 

Char.  Good  madam,  keep  yourself  within  yourself ; 
The  man  is  innocent. 

Cleo.  Some  innocents  'scape  not  the  thunderbolt. — 
Melt  Egypt  into  Nile !  and  kindly  creatures 
Turn  all  to  serpents  ! — Call  the  slave  again ; 
Though  I  am  mad,  I  will  not  bite  him  :~Can. 

Char.  He  is  afeard  to  come. 

Cleo.  I  will  not  hurt  him: — 
These  hands  do  lack  nobility,  that  they  strike 
A  meaner  than  myself;  since  I  myself  _ 
Have  given  myself  the  cause. — Come  hither.  Sir. 

Re-enter  Messengeu. 
Though  it  be  honest,  it  is  never  good 
To  bring  bad  news  :  Give  to  a  gracious  message 
A  host  of  tongues ;  but  let  ill  tidings  tell 
Themselves,  when  they  be  felt. 

Mess.  I  have  done  my  duty. 

Cleo.  Is  he  married  ? 
I  cannot  hate  thee  worser  than  I  do, 
If  thou  again  say.  Yes. 

Mess.  He  is  married,  madnm. 

Cleo.  The  gods  confound  thee !  dost  thou  hold  there  still  ? 

Mess.  Should  I  lie,  madam  ? 

Cleo.  O,  I  would,  thou  didst ; 
So  half  my  Egypt  were  submerg'd,  and  made 
A  cistern  for  scaled  snakes  !    Go,  get  thee  hence ; 
Hadst  thou  Narcissus  in  thy  face,  to  nie 
Thou  wouldst  appear  most  ugly.    He  is  married  ? 

Mess.  I  crave  your  highness'  pardon. 

Cleo.  He  is  married  ? 

Mess.  Take  no  offence,  that  I  would  not  olfcud  you : 
To  punish  me  for  what  you  make  me  do 
Seems  much  unequal :  He  is  married  to  Octavia. 

Cleo.  O,  that  his  fault  should  make  a  knave  of  thee, 
That  art  not ! — What  ?  thou'rt  sure  oft  ? — Get  thee  hence  ■ 
The  merchandise  which  thou  hast  brought  from  Itome, 
Are  all  too  dear  for  me ;  Lie  they  upon  thy  hand, 
And  be  undone  by  'em  !  [_l^xil  Messenger. 

Char.  Good  your  highness,  x)atience. 

Cleo.  In  praising  Antony,  I  have  dispraised  Cccsar. 
*  Recompense. 
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Char.  Many  times,  Madam. 

Cleo.  I  am  paid  for't  now. 
Lead  me  from  hence, 

I  faint ;  O  Iras,  Charmian, — 'Tis  no  matter : — 
Gro  to  the  fellow,  good  Alexas  ;  bid  him 
Eeport  the  feature*  of  Octa\ia,  her  years, 
Her  inclination,  let  him  not  leave  out 
The  colour  of  her  hair : — bring  me  word  quickly. — 

lEocit  Alex-ls. 
Let  him  for  ever  go  : — Let  him  not — Charmian, 
Though  he  be  painted  one  way  like  a  Gorgon, 
T'other  way  he's  a  Mars  -.—Bid  you  Alexas  [To  MaediaN. 

Bring  me  word,  how  tall  she  is. — Pity  me,  Charmian, 
But  do  not  speak  to  me. — Lead  me  to  my  chamber.        \_i:xettnt. 

SCENE  n.—Near  Misenum. 
Enter  PoMPEY  and  jMenas,  at  one  side,  with  Dnim  and  Trum- 
2)et;    at   another,   C-ESAE,   Lepidus,   Antony,   EnobaEBUS, 

Mec^NAS,  with  Soldiers  marching. 

Pom.  Tour  hostages  I  have,  so  have  you  mine; 
And  we  shall  talk  before  we  fight. 

CcEs.  Most  meet. 
That  first  we  come  to  words ;  and  therefore  have  we 
Our  written  purposes  before  us  sent ; 
Which,  if  thou  hast  consider'd.  lot  us  know 
If  'twill  tie  up  thy  discontented  sword ; 
And  carry  back  to  Sicily  much  tall  f  youth 
That  else  must  perish  here. 

Pom.  To  you  all  three, 
The  senators  alone  of  this  great  world. 
Chief  factors  for  the  gods,— I  do  not  know, 
"Wherefore  my  father  should  revengers  want. 
Having  a  son  and  friends ;  since  Julius  Caesar, 
TVho  at  Philippi  the  good  Brutus  ghosted. 
There  saw  you  labouring  for  him.    What  was  it, 
That  moved  pale  Ca.«sius  to  conspire  ?    And  what 
Made  the  all-honour'd,  honest,  Roman  Brutus, 
With  the  arm'd  rest,  courtiers  of  beauteous  freedom, 
To  drench  the  Capitol ;  but  that  they  would 
Have  one  man  but  a  man  ?  And  that  is  it. 
Hath  made  me  rig  my  navy ;  at  whose  burden 
The  anger'd  ocean  foams ;  with  which  I  meant 
To  scourge  the  ingratitude  that  despiteful  Eome 
Cast  on  my  noble  father. 

CcEs.  Take  your  time. 

Ant.  Thou  canst  not  fear  us,  Pompey,  with  thy  sails. 
We'll  speak  with  thee  at  sea :  at  land,  thou  know'st 
How  much  ^ve  do  o"er-count  thee. 

Pom.  At  land,  indeed, 
Thou  dost  o'er-count  me  of  my  father's  house :  t 

*  Beauty.  t  Brave. 

t  I.  e.  by  the  extent  of  my  father's  possessions,  which  thou  hast  appro- 
priated. 
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But,  since  the  cuckoo  builds  not  for  himself, 
lleiuain  iu't  as  thou  may'st. 

Lep.  Be  plcas'd  to  tell  us, 
(For  this  is  from  the  present,*)  how  you  take 
The  oflers  we  have  sent  you. 

Cas.  There's  the  point. 

Ant.  Which  do  not  be  entreated  to,  but  weiiih 
"What  it  is  worth  embraced. 

Cas.  And  what  may  follow, 
To  try  a  larger  fortune. 

Pom.  You  have  made  me  offer 
Of  Sicily,  Sardinia;  and  I  must 
.Rid  all  the  sea  of  pirates ;  then,  to  send 
Pleasures  of  wheat  to  Eome :  This  'greed  upon 
To  part  with  unhack'd  edges,  and  bear  back 
Our  targe  t  undinted. 

Cees.  Ant.  Lep.  That's  our  offer. 

Fom.  Know  then, 
I  ('ame  before  you  here,  a  man  prepared 
To  take  this  offer :  But  Mark  Antony 
Put  me  to  some  impatience :  Though  I  lose 
The  praise  of  it  by  telling.  You  must  know, 
When  Cicsar  and  your  brothers  were  at  blows. 
Your  mother  came  to  Sicily,  and  did  find 
Her  welcome  friendly. 

A)it.  I  have  heard  it,  Pompey ; 
And  am  well  studied  for  a  liberal  thanks, 
Which  I  do  owe  you. 

Pom.  Let  me  have  your  hand : 
I  did  not  think,  Sir,  to  have  met  you  hero. 

A)it.  The  beds  i'  the  ea.-;t  are  soft ;  and  thanks  to  you, 
That  call  me,  timelier  than  my  purpose,  hither; 
Tor  I  have  gain'd  by  it. 

CcES.  Since  I  saw  you  la.st. 
There  is  a  change  upon  you. 

Pom.  "Well,  I  know  not 
AVhat  counts  X  harsh  fortune  casts  upon  my  face ; 
But  in  my  bosom  shall  she  never  come, 
To  make  my  heart  her  va--;sal. 

Lep.  AVell  met  here. 

Pom.  I  hope  so,  Lepidus. — Thus  we  are  agrcod  : 
I  crave,  our  composition  may  be  written, 
.\.nd  sealed  between  us. 

Cce-i.  That's  the  next  to  do. 

Pom.  AVc'll  feast  each  other,  ere  we  iiart ;  and  kt  us 
Draw  lots  who  shall  begin. 

Ant.  That  will  I,  Pompey. 

Pom.  No,  Antony,  take  the  lot :  but,  first 
Or  la.st,  your  fine  Egyptian  cookery 
.Shall  have  the  fame.     I  liave  heard,  that  Julius  Co'^ir 
Grew  fat  with  fea.sting  there. 

Ant.  You  have  heard  much. 
*  Present  suliject.  t  Target,  slueld.  :  Score?,  marks. 
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Pom.  I  have  fair  meanings,  Sir. 

Aiif.  And  fair  words  to  them. 

Fom.  Then  so  much  liave  I  heard : — 
.\n(l  I  have  heard,  ApoUodorus  carried — 

J^iio.  No  more  of  that :— He  did  so. 

.Pom.  ^^'hat,  I  pray  you  ? 

J^no.  A  certain  queen  to  Cscsar  in  a  mattres.^. 

Pom.  I  know  thee  now ;— How  far'st  thou,  soldier  ? 

Eno.  Well; 
And  well  am  like  to  do ;  for  I  perceive 
I'^our  feast.s  are  toward. 

Pom.  Let  me  shake  thy  hand; 
I  never  hated  thee  :  I  have  seen  thee  fight, 
AAhen  I  have  envied  thy  l>ehaviour. 

Eiio.  Sir, 
T  never  loved  you  much  ;  but  I  have  praised  you, 
A\")ien  you  have  well  deserved  ten  times  as  much 
As  I  have  said  you  did. 

Pom.  Enjoy  thy  plainness. 
It  nothing  ill  becomes  thee. — 
Alward  my  galley  I  invite  vou  all : 
Will  you  lead,  lords  ? 

Cas.  Ant.  Lep.  Sho^v  us  the  way.  Sir. 

Pom.  Come. 

''E.veu.nt  POMPEY,  C.ESAB,  AXTOXY,  LepIDI'S, 
Soldiers  and  Attendants. 

Men.  Thy  I'ather,  Pompey,  would  ne'er  have  made  this  treaty. 
—  Aside.  — You  and  I  have  known,*  Sir. 

Eno.  At  sea,  I  think. 

Men.  Vii'b  have.  Sir. 

Eno.  You  have  done  well  by  water. 

Men.  Xnd  you  by  land. 

Eno.  I  will  praise  any  man  that  will  praise  me :  though  it 
cannot  be  denied  what  I  have  done  by  land. 

Men.  Nor  what  1  have  done  by  water. 

Eno.  Yes,  something  you  can  deny  for  your  own  safety:  you 
have  been  a  great  thief  by  sea. 

Men.  And  you  by  land. 

Eiio.  There  I  deny  my  land  service.  But  give  me  your  hand. 
-Menas :  If  our  eyes  had  authority,  here  they  might  take  two 
tiiieves  kissing. 

Men.  All  men's  faces  are  true,  whatsoe'er  their  hands  are. 

Eno.  But  there  is  never  a  fair  woman  has  a  true  face. 

Men.  No  slander  ;  they  steal  hearts. 

Eilo.  "We  came  hither  U)  fight  with  you. 

Men.  For  my  part,  I  am  sorry  it  is  turned  to  a  drinking. 
Pouipey  doth  this  day  laugh  away  his  fortune. 

Eiio.  If  he  do,  sure,  he  cannot  weep  it  back  again. 

.^[en.  You  have  said,  Sir.  AVe  lcx)ked  not  for  ilark  Antony  ; 
pray  you,  is  he  married  to  Cleopatra  ? 

Eno.  Ca!sars  sister  is  call'd  Octavia. 

Meii.  True,  Sir ;  she  was  the  wife  of  Cains  Marcellus. 
*  Been  acquaiiited. 

\0l..  IV,  G 
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Uno.  But  she  is  now  the  wife  of  Marcus  Antoniu?. 

Men.  Pray  you,  Sir  ? 

JSno.  '"Tis  true. 

Men.  Then  is  Csosar,  and  lie,  for  ever  knit  to^tethcr. 

Mno.  If  I  were  bound  to  divine  of  this  unitj",  I  v.-ould  not 
prophesy  so. 

Men.  I  tliink,  the  pohcy  of  that  purpose  made  more  in  tho 
marriage,  than  the  love  of  the  parties. 

ISno.  I  think  so  too.  But  you  shall  find,  the  band  that  seems 
to  tie  their  friendship  together,  will  be  the  very  strangler  of  their 
amity:  Octavia  is  of  a  holy,  cold,  and  still  conversation.* 

Men.  Who  would  not  have  his  wife  so  ? 

Eno.  Not  he,  that  himself  is  not  so ;  which  is  Mark  Antony.  lie 
will  to  his  Egyptian  dish  again  :  then  shall  the  sighs  of  Octavia 
blow  the  fire  up  in  Ciiosar ;  and,  as  I  said  before,  that  v.hich  is 
the  strength  of  their  amity,  sh:ill  prove  the  immediate  author  of 
their  variance.  Antony  will  use  his  affection  where  it  is :  he 
married  but  his  occasion  here. 

Men.  And  thus  it  may  be.  Come,  Sir,  will  you  aboard  ?  I 
have  a  health  for  you. 

Eno.  I  shall  take  it.  Sir  :  we  have  used  our  threats  in  Egypt. 

Men.  Come;  let's  away.  \_JSxe>'iif. 

SCENU  ril.—  On  Bocn-d  VoMVEY's  Galle//,  lalng  near 
Misenum. 

3Tnslc.    Enter  two  or  tliree  SERVANTS,  intli  a  Banquet. \ 

1  Serv.  Here  they'll  be,  man:  Some  o' their  ])!antsl  are  ill- 
rooted  already,  the  least  wind  i'the  world  will  blow  them  down. 

2  Serv.  Lepidus  is  high-coloured. 

1  Serv.  They  have  made  him  drink  alms-drink. 

2  Serv.  As  they  pinch  one  another  by  the  disposition,  he  cries 
out,  no  more ;  reconciles  them  to  his  entreaty,  and  hnnself  to  the 
drink. 

1  Serv.  But  it  raises  the  greater  war  between  him  and  liis  dis- 
cretion. 

2  Serv.  AVhy,  this  is  to  have  a  name  in  great  men's  fellowship ; 
I  had  as  lief  have  a  reed  that  will  do  me  no  service,  as  a  partizan  g 
I  could  not  heave. 

1  Serv.  To  be  called  into  a  huge  sphere,  and  not  to  be  sern  \r, 
move  in't,  arc  the  holes  where  eyes  should  be,  which  pilii'iiUy 
disaster  the  cheeks. 

A  Sennet  sounded.    Enter  Cjrsar,  Axtonv.  rn:\[rEY,  Lirr- 

DUS,    AGRIPI'A,    5IECJ;XAS,    EXOBAKBUS,    [MeXAS,    irifh   vHnr 

captains. 

Ant.  Thus  do  thev.  Sir:  [To  Cesar].    They  take  the  fiov,-  o' 
the  Nile., 
By  certain  scales  i'  the  pyramid ;  they  know, 
By  the  height,  the  lo\vaiess,  or  tlie  mean,  ;■  if  dearth. 
Or  foizon,  ^  follow  :  The  higher  Nilus  swells 
The  more  it  promises :  as  it  ebbs,  the  seedsman 

*  Behaviour.  t  Dessert.  J  Feet. 

6  Pike.  Middle.  ^  Plenty. 
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I'pon  the  slimQ  and  ooze  scatters  his  grain, 
And  shortlj-  comes  to  harvest. 

Ze}!.  You  have  strange  serpents  there. 

Anf.  Ay,  Lepidus. 

iep.  Your  serpent  of  E^Jrypt  is  bred  no'.v  of  your  mud  by  the 
operation  of  your  sun :  so  is  your  crocodile. 

Anf.  They  are  so. 

JPom.  Sit, — and  some  ^ine. — A  health  to  Lepidus. 

iep.  I  am  not  so  'well  as  I  should  be,  but  111  ne'er  out. 

lE/io.  Not  till  you  have  slept ;  I  fear  me,  you'll  be  in  till  then. 

Zep.  Nay,  certainly,  I  have  heard,  the  Ptolemies'  pyramises* 
are  very  goodly  things ;  ■without  contradiction,  I  have  heard  that. 

Men.  Pompey,  a  word.  [Aside. 

JPoiii.  Say  in  mine  ear:  "What  is't? 

MeiK  Foi-sake  thy  seat,  I  do  beseech  thee,  captam,  [Aside. 
And  hear  me  speak  a  word. 

Poin.  Forbear  mo  till  anon. — 
This  wine  for  Lepidus. 

Zep.  '\Vhat  manner  o'  thing  is  your  crocodile  ? 

A»f.  It  is  shaped,  Sir,  like  itself;  and  it  is  as  broad  as  it  hath 
breadth :  it  is  just  so  high  as  it  is,  and  moves  with  its  o'.vn  organs : 
it  lives  by  that  which  nourisheth  it ;  and  the  elements  onc'C  out 
of  it,  it  transmigrates. 

Zep.  "What  colour  is  it  of? 

A)it.  Of  its  ov.Ti  colour  too. 

Zep.  'Tis  a  strange  serpent. 

Anf.  'Tjs  so.    Aud  the  tears  of  it  are  v.et. 

CcEs.  "\Till  this  description  satisfy  him  ? 

Ant.  "With  the  healtn  that  Pompey  gives  him,  else  he  is  a 
very  epicure. 

Po;n.  [to  Mexas  aside.1  Go,  hang,  Sir,  hang !  Tell  me  of  that  ? 
away ! 
Do  as  I  bid  you. — "VA'here's  this  cup  I  call'd  for  ? 

3Ien.  If  for  the  sake  of  merit  thou  wilt  hear  mc, 
Else  from  thy  stool.  [Ai-Ule. 

Pom.  I  think,  thou'rt  mad.    The  matter  ? 

[Piset,  and  icalhs  aside. 

3Ien.  I  have  ever  held  my  cap  off  to  thy  fortunes. 

Pom.  Thou  hast  served  mc  with  much  faith :  "\^'hat's  else  to  say  ? 
Be  jolly,  lords. 

Ant.  These  quicksands,  Lepidus, 
Keep  off  them,  for  you  sink. 

Men.  Wilt  thou  be  lord  of  all  the  world  ? 

Pom.  What  say'st  thou  ? 

Me.i.  "Wilt  thou  be  lord  of  the  whole  world  ?    That's  tvdce. 

Pom.  How  should  that  bo  ? 

Men.  But  entertain  it,  and. 
Although  thou  think  me  poor,  I  am  the  man 
Will  give  thee  ah  the  world. 

Pom.  Ha^t  thou  drunk  well  ? 

Men.  No,  Pompey,  I  liavc  kept  me  from  the  cup. 
Thou  art,  if  thou  dar'st  be,  the  earthly  Jove : 

*  Pyramids. 
G  2 
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Whatever  the  ocean  pales  *  or  sky  mclips,t 
Is  thine,  if  thou  wilt  have"t. 

Pom.  Show  me  which  way. 

Jlen.  These  three  world-sharers,  these  competitors.^ 
Are  in  thy  vessel :  let  me  cut  the  cable : 
And,  when  A\e  are  put  ofl",  fall  to  their  throats : 
All  thei'e  is  thine. 

Pom.  ,Vh,  this  thou  shouldst  have  done. 
And  not  have  spoke  on't !    In  me,  'tis  villany : 
In  thee  it  had  been  good  service.    Thou  must  know, 
'Tis  not  my  profit  that  does  lead  mine  honour ; 
]Mine  honour  it.    Repent,  that  e'er  thy  tongue 
Hath  so  betray'd  thine  act :  Being  done  unknown, 
I  should  have  found  it  afterwards  well  done ; 
But  must  condemn  it  now.    Desist,  and  drink. 

Men.  For  this,  'Aside. 

I'll  never  follow  thy  itall'd  fortunes  more. — 
Who  seeks,  and  will  not  take,  when  once  'tis  offer'J, 
Shall  never  find  it  more. 

Pom.  This  health  to  Lopidus. 

Ant.  Bear  him  a.shorc. — I'll  pledge  it  for  him,  Pompcy. 

JSno.  Here's  to  thee,  Meua.^. 

Men.  Enobarbus,  welcome. 

Pom.  Fill,  till  the  cup  be  hid. 

Eno.  There's  a  strong  fellow,  Menas. 

\^Poiiiting  io  the  Attendant  v-Jio  carries  o/T  LlOPIDl'S. 

Men.  Why? 

Eno.  He  bears 
The  third  i)art  of  the  world,  man ;  See'st  not  ? 

Men.  Tlie  third  part  then  is  drunk :  'Would  it  were  all, 
That  it  might  go  on  wheels  I 

£no.  Drink  thou;  increase  the  re'els. 

Men.  Come. 

Pom.  This  is  not  yet  an  Alexandrian  feast. 

Ant.  It  ripens  towards  it.    Strike  the  vcs.sels.§  ho  I 
Here  is  to  Ctesar. 

CcEs.  I  could  well  forbear  it. 
It's  monstrous  labour,  when  I  wash  my  brain. 
And  it  grows  fouler. 

Ant.  Be  a  child  o'  the  time. 

Cds.  Possess ii  it,  I'll  make  answer:  but  I  had  rather  fa>,t 
Prom  all,  four  days,  than  drink  so  much  in  one. 

Eno.  Ha,  my  brave  emperor  !  ^2'o  Antony. 

Shall  we  dance  now  the  Egyptian  Bacchanals, 
And  celebrate  our  drink  ? 

Pom.  Let's  ha't,  good  soldier. 

A»t.  Come,  let  us  all  take  hands  ; 
Till  that  the  conquering  wine  hath  steop"d  our  sense 
In  soft  and  delicate  Lethe. 

Eno.  All  take  hands. — 
Make  battery  to  our  ears  with  the  loud  music  : — 

*  Encompasses.  t  Embraces.  :  Confederates. 

5  Kettle-drums.  j  Understaiid. 
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The  -nhile,  111  pla<;e  you :  Then  the  boy  shall  sing : 
The  holding*  every  man  shall  bear,  as  loud 
As  his  strong  sides  can  volley. 

[Muiic  pla;js.    ExOBAEBUS  jtlaces  theui  Jiand  in  ji-JikI. 

SOXG. 
Come,  thou  monarch  of  ihe  vine, 
Clumpy  Bacchus,  with  pink  eync,\ 
In  thy  vats  our  cares  be  drown'd ; 
With  thy  {/rapes  our  hairs  be  crown' d  ; 
Cup  v.s,  till  the  world  go  round ; 
Cup  us,  till  the  world  go  round. 
Cas.  "What  would  you  more  ?— Pompey,  good  night.     Good 
brother, 
I^et  me  request  you  off:  our  graver  business 
l•"ro^^"ns  at  this  levity.    Gentle  lords,  let's  part ; 
You  see,  we  have  burnt  our  cheeks :  strong  Enobarbe 
Is  weaker  than  the  wine :  and  mine  own  tongue 
Splits  what  it  speaks  :  the  wild  disguise  hath  almost 
Autick"d  us  all.    AVhat  needs  more  words ;-    Good  uiglit.— 
Good  Antony,  your  hand. 
Pc,«.  I'll  try  you  o'  the  shore. 
Ant.  And  shall,  Sir  :  give's  your  hand. 
Font.  O,  Antony, 
You  have  my  father's  house,— But  what  ?  we  are  friends : 
Come,  down  into  the  boat. 
Eno.  Take  heed  you  fall  not. 

'Exeunt  Pompey,  C.esak,  Axtoxy,  and  Alteyuhiut^: 
Menas,  I'll  not  on  shore. 

Men.  No,  to  my  cabin. — 
These  drums  1 — these  trumpets,  flutes  !  what  I — 
Let  Neptune  hear  we  bid  a  loud  farewell 
To  these  great  fellows :  Sound,  and  be  hang'd,  sound  out. 

lA  flourish  of  trumpets,  u-ith  drums. 
Eno.  Ho,  says  'a  I — There's  my  cap. 
Men.  Ho  I — noble  captain  1 
Come.  [JE.Teu.it. 


ACT  III. 

SCEXE  I.— A  Plain  in  Syria. 

Enter  YeXTIDIUS,  as  after  conquest,  with  SlLirs,  and   other 

liornans.  Officers,  and  Soldiers ;  the  dead  body   of  P.iL'OEtTs 

borne  before  him. 

Yen.  Now,  darting  Parthia,  art  thou  struck  ;  and  now 
Pleased  fortune  does  of  Marcus  Crassus'  death 
Make  me  revenger.— Bear  the  king's  son's  body 
Before  our  army : — Thy  Pacorus,  Orode^, 
Pays  this  for  Marcus  Crassus. 

Sil.  Noble  Ventidius, 

*  Burden,  chorus.  t  Eyes. 
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Whilst  yet  with  Parthiau  blood  thy  sword  is  warm, 

The  fugitive  Parthians  follow ;  spur  through  Medi;i, 

Mesopotamia,  and  the  shelters  whither 

The  routed  fly :  so  thy  grand  captain  Antony 

Shall  set  thee  on  triumphant  chariots,  and 

Put  garlands  on  thy  head. 

Ven.  O  Silius,  Silius, 
I  have  done  enough :  A  lower  place,  note  well. 
May  make  too  great  an  act ;  For  learn  this,  Silius ; 
Better  leave  undone,  than  by  our  deed  acquire 
Too  high  a  fame,  when  him  we  serve's  away. 
Csesar,  and  Antony,  have  ever  won 
More  in  their  officer,  than  person :  Sossius, 
One  of  my  place  in  Syria,  his  lieutenant, 
Por  quick  accumulation  of  renown, 
Which  he  achieved  by  the  minute,  lost  his  favour. 
Who  does  i'  the  wars  more  than  his  captain  can. 
Becomes  his  captain's  captain :  and  ambition, 
The  soldier's  virtue,  rather  makes  choice  of  loss. 
Than  gain,  which  darkens  him. 
I  could  do  more  to  do  Antonius  good, 
But  'twould  offend  him ;  and  in  his  offence 
Should  my  performance  perish. 

Sil.  Thou  hasi,  Ventidius, 
That  without  which  a  soldier,  and  his  sword, 
Grants  scarce  distinction.    Thou  wilt  write  to  Antony  ? 

Ven.  ril  humbly  signify  what  in  his  name. 
That  magical  word  of  war,  we  have  effected ; 
How,  with  his  banners,  and  his  well-paid  ranks, 
The  ne'er-yet-beaten  horse  of  Parthia 
We  have  jaded  out  o'  the  field. 

Sil.  ~\Yhere  is  he  now  ? 

Ven.  He  purposeth  to  Athens :  whither  with  what  haste 
The  weight  we  must  convey  with  us  \\  ill  permit. 
We  shall  appear  before  him. — On,  there ;  pass  along.      [I^xeunt. 

SCENIC  II. — Rome.    An  Antichamler  in  C.ESAk's  House. 
Enter  Ageippa,  and  ExOBAEBUS,  meeting. 

Afjr.  What,  are  the  brothers  parted  ? 

Eno.  They  have  despatch'd  with  Pompcy,  he  is  gone ; 
The  other  three  are  sealing.    Octavia  weeps 
To  part  from  Home:  Caesar  is  sad ;  and  J.epidn.-;, 
Since  Pompey's  feast,  as  Menas  says,  is  troubled 
With  the  green-sickness. 

Agr.  'Tis  a  noble  Lepidus. 

Eno.  A  very  fine  one  :  O,  how  he  loves  Ca:>sPT  I 

Agr.  Kay,  but  how  dearly  he  adores  iMark  Antony  I 

Eno.  Caesar  ?    Why,  he's  ihe  Jupiter  of  i.'ien. 

Agr.  What's  Antony  ?    The  god  of .)  upiter. 

Eno.  Spake  you  of  Ciicsar  P  liow?  the  nnuparoil ! 

Agr.  0  Antony  !  O  thou  Arabian  bird  !  * 

*  The  phoeni:;. 
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Uno.  "Would  you  praise  Caesar,  say— Caesar ;  go  no  farther. 

Agr.  Indeed,  he  phed  them  both  with  excellent  praises. 

Eno.  But  he  loves  Caesar  best : — Yet  he  loves  Antony. 
IIo  !  hearts,  tongues,  figures,  scribes,  bards,  poets,  cannot 
'I'hink,  speak,  cast,  write,  sing,  number,  ho,  his  love 
To  Antony.    But  as  for  Caesar, 
Kneel  down,  kneel  down,  and  wonder. 

Agr.  Both  he  loves. 

ILiio.  They  arc  his  shards,*  and  he  their  beetle.    So^ — 

Tvumipids. 
This  is  to  horse. — Adieu,  noble  Agrippa. 

Agr.  Good  fortune,  worthy  soldier;  and  farewell. 

Unter  C.ESAE,  AXTONY,  Lepidus,  and  OCTAVIA. 
Ant.  No  farther,  Sir. 

Can.  You  take  from  me  a  great  part  of  myself; 
Use  me  well  in  it. — Sister,  prove  such  a  wife 
As  my  thoughts  make  thee,  and  as  my  furthest  bandf 
Shall  pass  on  thy  approof. — ^lost  noble  Antony, 
Let  not  the  piece  of  virtue,  J  which  is  set 
Bet\\ixt  us,  as  the  cement  of  our  love, 
To  keep  it  builded,  be  the  ram  to  batter 
The  fortress  of  it :  for  better  misiht  we 
Have  loved  without  this  mean,  if  on  both  parts 
This  be  not  cherish'd. 

Ant.  Make  me  not  offended 
In  your  distrust. 

CcBs.  I  have  said. 

Ant.  You  shall  not  find, 
Though  you  be  therein  curious,  §  the  least  cause 
For  what  you  seem  to  fear  :  So,  the  gods  keep  you, 
And  make  the  hearts  of  Eomaus  serve  your  ends  I 
AVe  will  here  part. 

C(Rs.  Farewell,  my  dearest  sister,  fare  thee  well ; 
The  elements  be  kind  to  thee,  and  make 
Thv  spirits  all  of  comfort !  fare  thee  well. 

Oct.  ily  noble  brother  !— 

Ant.  The  April 's  in  her  eyes  :  It  is  love's  spring. 
And  these  the  showers  to  bring  it  on. — Be  cheerful. 

Oct.  Sir,  look  well  to  my  husband's  house,  and^ 

C(Es.  AVhat, 
Octavia  ? 

Oct.  I'll  tell  you  in  your  ear. 

Ant.  Her  tongue  will  not  obey  her  licart,  nor  can 
Her  heart  inform  her  tongue :  the  swan"s  down  feather 
That  stands  upon  the  swell  at  full  of  tide. 
And  neither  v.ay  inclines. 

Uno.  "Will  Caesar  weep  ?  [Aside  to  Agetppa. 

Agr.  He  has  a  cloud  iu"s  face. 

Eno.  He  were  the  worse  for  that,  were  he  a  horse ; 
So  is  he,  being  a  man. 

Agr.  AThy,  Enobarbus  ? 

*  \Ymgs.  t  B-jvid.  :  Octavia.  j  ScruprJous. 
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'^yhen  Antony  found  Julius  Ca?sar  dead. 
He  cried  almost  to  roaring  :  and  he  ■wept, 
"\Vhen  at  Philippi  he  found  Erutus  slain. 

Eiio.  That  year,  indeed,  he  was  troubled  with  a  rhouin : 
AVhat  willingly  he  did  confound,*  he  wailed: 
Eelieve  it,  till  I  weep  too. 

Cces.  No,  sweet  Octavia, 
You  shall  hear  from  me  still ;  the  time  shall  not 
Out-go  my  thinking  on  you. 

Ant.  Come,  Sir,  come  ; 
I'll  wrestle  with  you  in  my  strength  of  love  : 
]jOok,  here  I  have  you  ;  thus  I  let  you  go. 
And  give  you  to  the  gods. 

Cas.  Adieu ;  be  hai)py  ! 

Lep.  Let  all  the  number  of  the  stars  give  light 
To  thy  fair  way  ! 

Cas.  Tarewcll,  farewell !  _  [Kisses  Octwjx. 

-i;j/.  Farewell !  'Tn'mpets  sound.     £.Teunt. 

SCEXE  III. — Alexandria.     A  Sooni  in  fJie  Talace. 

Enter  CLEOPATRA,  Chaemian,  Ikas,  and  Alexas. 
Cleo.  AVhere  is  the  fellow  ? 
Ale.v.  Half  afeard  to  come. 
Cleo.  Go  to,  go  to  : — Come  hither,  Sir. 

Enter  a  Messenger. 

Ale.v.  Good  majesty, 
Herod  of  Jewry  dare  not  look  iijion  jou. 
Uut  when  you  are  well  pleas'd. 

Ch-o.  That  Herod's  head 
I'll  have ;  but  how  ?  when  Antony  is  gone 
Through  whom  I  might  command  it. — Come  thou  n«r. 

Mess.  Most  gracious  majestv, — 

Cleo.  Didst  thou  behold 
Octavia  ? 

Mess.  Ay,  dread  queen. 

Cleo.  AMiere  '^ 

Mess.  Madam,  in  Eome. 
I  look'd  her  in  the  face,  and  saw  her  led 
between  her  brother  and  Mark  Antony. 

Cleo.  Is  she  as  tall  as  me  ? 

Mess.  She  is  not,  madam. 

Cleo.  Didst  hear  her  speak  ?  Is  she  shrill-tougued,  or  low  ;- 

Mess.  Madam,  I  heard  lier  speak  ;  she  is  low  voicel. 

Cleo.  That's  not  so  good  : — he  cannot  like  her  lung. 

Char.  Likelier?  O  Isis  1  'tis  impossible. 

Cleo.  I  think  so,  Charminn  :  Dull  of  tongue  and  dwarii.-h  ! — 
"What  majesty  is  in  her  gait  ^  Eemember, 
If  e'er  thou  look'st  on  majesty. 

Mess.  She  creeps ; 
Her  motion  and  her  station  +  are  as  one  : 

«  DestrcA-.  "  Standn;-. 
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She  shows  a  body  rather  than  a  Ufe : 
A  statue,  than  a  breather. 

Cleo.  Is  this  certain  ? 

LMess.  Or  I  have  no  observance. 

Char.  Three  in  Egj-pt 
Cannot  make  better  note. 

Cleo.  He's  verj'  knowing, 
I  do  perceive 't : — There 's  nothing  in  her  yet  :— 
The  fellow  has  good  judgment. 

Char.  Excellent. 

Cleo.  Guess  at  her  years,  I  pr'ythee. 

Mess.  Madam, 
She  was  a  widow. 

Cleo.  Widow  ? — Charmian,  hark. 

Mess.  And  I  do  think  she's  thirty. 

Cleo.  Bear'st  thou  her  face  in  mind  ?  is  it  long  or  round  ? 

Mess.  Round,  even  to  faultiness. 

Cleo.  For  the  most  part  too, 
They  are  foolish  that  are  .so. — Her  hair,  what  colour  ? 

Mess.  Brown,  madam :  And  her  forehead  i.s  a.s  low 
As  she  would  wish  it. 

Cleo.  There  is  gold  for  thee. 
Thou  must  not  take  my  former  sharpne?s  ill : — 
I  will  employ  thee  back  again  ;  I  find  thee 
Most  fit  for  business :  Go,  make  thee  reaily  ; 
Our  letters  are  prepared.  ii:.vit  Messenger,. 

Char.  A  proper  man. 

Cleo.  Indeed,  he  is  so :  I  repent  me  much. 
That  so  I  harry'd  him.    "\Miy,  nietliinks,  by  him. 
This  creature's  no  such  thing. 

Char.  O,  nothing,  madam. 

Cleo.  The  man  hath  seen  some  majesty,  and  should  know. 

Char.  Hath  he  seen  majesty ':"  Isis  else  defend. 
And  serving  you  so  long  ! 

Cleo.  I  have  one  think  more  to  ask  him  yet,  good  Charmian  : — 
]?ut  'tis  no  matter,  thou  shalt  bring  him  to  me 
"Where  I  will  write :  All  may  be  well  enough. 

Char.  I  warrant  you,  madam.  ^E.rcii,iL 

SCEXi:  IV.—Athen.s.    A  Hoom  in  Antony's  lluu-se. 
Elder  ANTONY  and  Octayia. 

Anf.  Xay,  nay,  Octavia,  not  only  that, — 
That  were  excusable,  that,  and  thousands  m.ore 
Of  semblable  *  import — but  he  hath  ^vaged 
New  wars  'gainst  rompey ;  made  his  will,  and  read  it 
To  public  ear : 

Spoke  scantly  of  me  :  when  perforce  he  could  not  f 
But  pay  me  terms  of  honour,  cold  and  sickly 
lie  vented  them  ;  most  narrow  measiu'e  lent  me  : 
When  the  best  hint  was  given  him,  he  not  took't. 
Or  did  it  from  his  teeth.  X 

*  Similar.  t  Could  uot  help.  X  Indistinct,  tliroug-h  his  toetli. 
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Oct.  O  my  good  lord, 
Believe  not  all;  or,  if  you  must  believe. 
Stomach*  not  all.    A  uiore  unhappy  lady, 
If  this  division  chance,  ne"er  stood  between, 
Praying  for  both  parts : 
And  the  good  gods  will  mock  me  presently, 
AVlien  I  shall  pray,  O,  bless  my  lord  and  husband  ! 
Undo  that  prayer,  by  crying  out  as  loud, 
O,  bless  mil  brother !  Husband  win,  win  brother, 
Prays,  and  destroys  the  iirayer,  no  mid  way 
'Twixt  these  extremes  at  all. 

Ant.  Gentle  Octavia, 
Let  your  best  love  draw  to  that  point,  which  seeks 
]>est  to  preserve  it :  If  I  lose  mine  honour, 
I  lose  myself :  better  I  ^vere  not  yours. 
Than  yours  so  branchless.    But,  as  jou  requested. 
Yourself  shall  go  between  us :  The  mean  lime,  lady, 
I'll  raise  the  preparation  of  a  war 
Shall  stain  f  your  brother ;  make  your  soonest  haste ; 
So  vour  desires  are  yours. 

Oct.  Thanks  to  my  lord. 
The  Jove  of  power  makes  me  most  weak,  most  weak, 
Tour  reconciler  !  "Wars  't\\ixt  you  twain  would  be 
As  if  the  world  should  cleave,  and  that  slain  men 
Should  solder  up  the  rift.  X 

Ant.  When  it  appears  to  you  whore  this  begins. 
Turn  your  displeasure  that  way ;  for  our  faults 
Can  never  be  so  equal,  that  your  love 
Can  equally  move  with  them.    Provide  your  going  ; 
Choose  your  own  company,  and  command  what  cost 
Tour  heart  has  mind  to.  "JE.reunt. 

SCEXE  v. — The  same.     Another  Room  i,i  the  same. 
Enter  EXOBAEBUS  and  EUOS,  meeting. 

Eno.  How  now,  friend  Eros  ? 

Eros.  There's  strange  news  come.  Sir. 

Eno.  "What,  man  ? 

Eros.  Cscsar  and  Lepidus  have  made  wars  upon  Pompey. 

Eno.  This  is  old ;  A\  hat  is  the  success  ?  § 

Eros.  Cffisar,  having  made  use  of  him  ;!  in  the  wars  'gaiu-t 
Pompey,  presently  denied  him  rivality  ;  "^  would  not  let  bim  ]in.r- 
take  in  the  glory  of  the  action :  and  not  resting  here,  accuses  him 
of  letters  he  had  formerly  wrote  to  Pompey ;  upon  his  own  ap- 
peal, **  seizes  him :  So  the  poor  thii'd  is  up,  till  death  enlarge  liis 
conthie. 

Eno.  Then,  world,  thou  hast  a  pair  of  chaps,  no  more  ; 
And  throw  between  them  all  the  food  thou  hast, 
Tliey'U  grind  the  one  the  other.     Where's  Aiitony  ? 

Eros.  He's  walking  in  Ihe  garden — thus;  and  spm-i.s 
The  rush  that  lies  before  him  ;  cries,  Eool,  Lcpidas .' 

*  Resent.  t  Discrracc.  r  Openiiiir. 

§  \Vhat  follows.       ,1  7.  c.  Lepiduj.       •:  Efivial  rank.      **  Accusation. 
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And  threats  the  throat  of  that  his  officer, 
That  murder'd  Pompey. 

Eno.  Our  great  navy's  rigged. 

Eros.  For  Italy,  and  Csesar.    More,  Domitius ; 
ily  lord  desires  you  presently :  my  news 
I  might  have  told  hereafter. 

Eno.  'Tuill  be  naught : 
But  let  it  be.— Bring  me  to  Antony. 

Eros.  Come,  Sir.  lExeunf. 

SCENE  VI.— Rome.    A  Hoom  in  CjesaE'S  House. 
Enter  C^SAE,  Ageippa,  and  Mecjjnas. 

C(Bs.  Contemning  Rome,  he  has  done  all  this :  And  more ; 
In  Alexandria, — here's  the  manner  of  it, — 
r  the  market  place,  on  a  tribunal  silver' d, 
Cleopatra  and  himself  in  chairs  of  gold 
Were  publicly  enthroned :  at  the  feet,  sat 
CiBsarion,  whom  they  call  my  father's  son ; 
And  all  the  unlawful  issue,  that  their  lust 
Since  then  hath  made  between  thera.    Unto  her 
He  gave  the  'stablishment  of  Egypt ;  made  her 
Of  Lower  SjTia,  Cyprus,  Lydia, 
Absolute  queen. 

3Iec.  This  in  the  public  eye  ? 

CcEs.  V  the  common  show -place,  where  they  exercise. 
His  sons  he  there  proclaim'd,  the  kings  of  kings ; 
Great  Media,  Parthia,  and  Armenia, 
He  gave  to  Alexander ;  to  Ptolemy  he  a.?sign'd 
Syria,  Cilicia,  and  Phoenicia :  She 
In  the  habiliments  of  the  goddess  Isis 
That  day  appear'd ;  and  oft  before  gave  audience 
As  'tis  reported,  so. 

Mec.  Let  Eome  be  thus 
Inform'd. 

Agr.  "Who,  queasy  *  with  his  insolence 
Already,  will  their  good  thoughts  call  from  him. 

Cces.  The  people  know  it ;  and  have  now  received 
His  accusations. 

Agr.  Whom  does  he  accuse  ? 

CcBs.  Csesar:  and  that,  having  in  Sicily 
Sextus  Pompeius  spoil'd,  we  had  not  rated  f  him 
His  part  o'  the  isle  :  then  does  he  say,  he  lent  me 
Some  shipping  unrestor'd  ;  lastly,  he  frets, 
That  Lepidus  of  the  triumvirate 
Should  be  deposed ;  and,  being,  that  we  detain 
All  his  revenue. 

Agr.  Sir,  this  should  be  answer'd. 

Cms.  'Tis  done  already,  and  the  messenger  gone. 
I  have  told  him,  Lepidus  was  grown  too  cruel : 
That  he  his  high  authority  abused. 
And  did  deserve  his  change  ;  for  what  I  have  conquei"d, 
I  grant  him  part ;  but  then,  in  his  Armenia, 

♦  Sick.  t  Assii?-  :.a. 
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And  other  of  his  conquer'd  kingdoms.  I 
Demand  the  Uke. 

Mec.  He'll  never  yield  to  that. 

CcEs.  Nor  must  not  then  be  yielded  to  in  this. 

Enier  OcTAVIA. 

Oct  Hail,  Cccsar,  and  my  lord !  hail,  most  dear  Civsar  I 

Cces.  That  ever  I  should  call  thee,  cast  away  ! 

Oct.  You  have  not  call'd  me  so,  nor  have  >  ou  cause. 

C(Es.  Why  have  you  stolen  upon  us  thus  ?    You  come  not 
Like  Cfiesar's  sister :  The  wife  of  Antony 
Sliould  have  an  army  for  an  usher,  and 
The  neighs  of  horse  to  tell  of  her  approach, 
Long  ere  she  did  appear ;  the  trees  by  the  way. 
Should  have  borne  men ;  and  expectation  fainted. 
Longing  for  what  it  had  not :  nay,  the  dust 
Should  have  ascended  to  the  roof  of  heaven, 
liaised  by  yovir  populous  troops  :  but  you  are  come 
A  market-maid  to  Rome ;  and  have  prevented 
The  ostent*  of  our  love,  which,  left  nnshowu. 
Is  often  left  unloved :  we  should  have  met  you 
Hy  sea,  and  land ;  supplying  every  stage 
"With  an  augmented  greeting. 

Oct.  Good  my  lord. 
To  come  thus  was  I  not  constrain"*!,  but  did  it 
On  my  free-will.    My  lord,  Mark  Antony 
Hearing  that  you  prepared  for  war,  acquainted 
My  grieved  ear  withal ;  whereon,  I  begg'd 
His  pardon  for  return. 

Cces.  AVhich  soon  he  granted. 
Being  an  abstructf  'tween  his  lust  and  liiia. 

Oct.  Do  not  say  so,  my  lf)rd. 

Cces.  I  have  eyes  upon  liim, 
And  his  affairs  come  to  me  on  the  wind. 
Where  is  he  now  ? 

Oct.  My  lord,  in  Athens. 

C«.9.  No,  my  most  wrong'd  sister;  Cleopatra 
Hath  nodded  him  to  her.    He  hath  given  his  empire 
Up  to  a  whore ;  who  now  are  levying 
The  kings  o'  the  earth  for  war :  he  hath  assembled 
Bocchus  the  king  of  Lybia  ;  Archelaus, 
Of  Cappadocia ;  Philadelphos,  king 
Of  Paphlagonia;  the  Thracian  king,  Adallas: 
King  Malchus  of  Arabia;  king  of  Pont ; 
Herod  of  Jewry ;  Mithridates,  king 
Of  Comagene ;  Polemon  and  Amintas, 
The  kings  of  Mede,  and  Lycaonia,  v.itli  a 
3Iore  larger  list  of  sceptres. 

Oct.  Ah  me,  most  wretched. 
That  have  my  heart  parted  betwixt  two  fried.-, 
That  do  afflict  each  other  ! 

Cces.  Welcome  hither : 

*  Show,  token,  t  Being  tlie  abstraction  of  cue  imiiedimeut. 
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Your  letters  did  -withhold  our  breaking  forth ; 
Till  we  perceived,  both  how  you  were  wrong  led. 
And  we  in  negligent  danger.    Cheer  your  heart : 
JJe  you  not  troubled  with  the  time,  which  drives 
O'er  your  content  these  strong  necessities ; 
Hut  let  determined  things  to  destiny 
llold  un])ewaird  their  way.    "Welcome  to  Eome : 
Notliing  more  dear  to  me.    You  are  abused 
Jkyond  the  mark  of  thought :  and  the  high  gods, 
To  do  you  justice,  make  them  ministers 
Of  us,  and  those  that  love  you.    Best  of  comfort ; 
And  ever  welcome  to  us. 

-/.'//•.  Welcome,  lady. 

JJec.  ^Velcome,  dear  madam. 
I'ach  heart  in  Eome  does  love  and  pity  you : 
Only  the  adulterous  Antony,  most  large 
Tn  his  abominations,  turns  you  off; 
And  gives  his  potent  regiment  *  to  a  trull, 
That  noises  it  against  us. 

(kt.  Is  it  so.  Sir  ? 

Ca-s.  Jlost  certain.    Sister,  welcome  :  Pray  you, 
lie  ever  known  to  patience :  My  dearest  sister  !  [Exeunt. 

SCUXE  TIL — Antony's  Camp  near  the  J?roinonio,->j  of 
Acfiuiii. 

Enter  Cleopatea  and  Enobahbus. 

Cleo.  1  will  be  even  with  thee,  doubt  it  not. 

E)iv.  But  why,  \\\\y,  ^vliy  ? 

Cleo.  Thou  hast  forespokef  my  being  in  these  wars; 
-Vnd  say'st,  it  is  not  fit. 

Eno.  "Well,  is  it,  is  it  ? 

Cleo.  Is't  not  ?    Denounce  against  us,  why  should  not  we 
Be  there  in  i^erson  'f 

Eno.  [Aside}.  ~S\'e\\,  I  could  reply  :— 
Tf  we  should  sers'e  with  horse  and  mares  together, 
The  horse  were  merely  X  lost ;  the  mares  would  bear 
-\.  soldier,  and  his  horse. 

Cleo.  "What  is 't  you  say  ? 

Eiio.  Your  presence  needs  but  puzzle  Antony  ; 
I'ake  from  his  heart,  take  from  his  brain,  from  his  time, 
'A\'liat  should  not  then  be  spared.    He  is  already 
I'raduced  for  levity ;  and  'tis  said  in  Eome, 
That  riiotinus  a  eunuch,  and  your  maids, 
Manage  this  ^^•ar. 

Cleo.  Sink  Borne ;  and  their  tongues  rot. 
That  speak  against  us  !  A  charge  we  bear  i'the  Mar, 
And,  as  the  president  of  my  kingdom,  will 
-Appear  there  for  a  man.    Speak  not  against  it ; 
1  will  not  stay  behind. 

JiHo.  2\' ay,  I  have  done : 
Here  comes  the  emperor. 

*  Government.  t  Forbid.  t  Absolutely. 
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ISnter  ANTONY  and  Canidius. 

Ant.  Is 't  not  strange,  Canidius, 
That  from  Tarentum,  and  Brundusium, 
Ho  could  so  quickly  cut  the  Ionian  sea, 
And  take  in  *  Toryne  ? — You  have  heard  on't,  sweet  ? 

Cieo.  Celerity  is  never  more  admired, 
Than  by  the  negligent. 

Ant.  A  good  rebuke, 
Which  might  have  well  becomed  the  best  of  men, 
To  taunt  at  slackness. — Canidius,  wo 
AVill  fight  with  him  by  sea. 

Cleo.  By  sea !  What  else  ? 

Can.  Why  will  my  lord  do  so  ? 

Ant.  For  t  he  dares  us  to't. 

Eno.  So  hath  my  lord  dared  him  to  single  fight. 

Can.  Ay,  and  to  wage  this  battle  at  Pharsalia, 
AVhere  Ctesar  fought  with  Pompey :  But  these  offers, 
Which  serves  not  for  his  vantage,  he  shakes  off"; 
And  so  should  you. 

Eno.  Your  ships  are  not  well  mann'd : 
Your  mariners  arc  muleteers,  reapers,  people 
Ingross'd  by  swift  impress ;  %  in  Caesar's  fleet 
Are  those,  that  often  have  'gainst  Pomi)ey  fought : 
Their  ships  are  yare ;  §  yours,  heavy.    No  disgrace 
Shall  fall  you  for  refusing  him  at  sea, 
Being  prepared  for  laud. 

Ant.  By  sea,  by  sea. 

Eno.  Most  worthy  Sir,  you  therein  throw  av/ny 
The  absolute  soldiership  you  have  by  land ; 
Distract  your  army,  which  doth  most  consist 
Of  war-mark'd  footmen;  leave  unexecuted 
Your  own  renowned  knovi'ledge ;  quite  forego 
The  way  which  promises  assurance ;  and 
Give  up  yourself  merely  to  chance  and  hazard, 
Prom  firm  security. 

Ant.  Ill  fight  at  sea. 

Cleo.  I  have  sixty  sails,  Cassar  none  better. 

Ant.  Our  overplus  of  shipping  will  we  burn  ; 
And,  with  the  rest  fuU-maun'd,  from  the  head  of  Actium 
Beat  the  approaching  Cicsar.    But  if  we  fail. 

Enter  a  MESSENGER. 
We  then  can  do't  at  land.    Thy  business  ? 

Mess.  The  news  is  true,  my  lord ;  he  is  descried : 
Cijosar  has  taken  Toryne. 

Ant.  Can  he  be  there  in  person  ?  'tis  impossible ; 
Strange  that  his  power  should  bo.  ||  Canidius, 
Our  nineteen  legions  thou  shalt  hold  l)y  land, 
And  our  twelve  thousand  horse : — 'We'll  to  our  slii]) ; 

Enter  a  SOLDIEK. 
Away,  my  Thetis  !  How  now,  worthy  soldier  ? 
*  Take.        t  Because.        t  Pressed  in  hasto.         ^  Lig-ht.  ||  (There). 
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Sold.  O  noble  emperor,  do  not  figlit  by  sea ; 
Trust  not  to  rotten  planks :  Do  you  misdoubt 
The  sword,  and  these  my  wounds  ?  Let  the  Egyptians, 
_\nd  the  Phoenicians,  go  a  ducking;  we 
Have  used  to  conquer,  standing  on  the  earth, 
And  fighting  foot  to  foot. 

Ant.  AVell,  well,  away. 

[Exeunt  Antony,  Cleopatra,  and  Enobarbus. 

Sold.  By  Hercules,  I  think,  I  am  i'the  right. 

Can.  Soldier,  thou  art :  but  his  whole  action  grows 
Not  in  the  power  on't :  So  our  leader's  led. 
And  we  are  women's  men. 

Sold.  Yow  keep  by  land 
The  legions  and  the  horse  whole,  do  you  not  ? 

Can.  Marcus  Octavius,  ^Marcus  Justeius, 
Publicola,  and  Crclius,  are  for  sea : 
But  we  keep  whole  by  land.    This  speed  of  Coesar's 
Carries  beyond  belief. 

Sold.  AYliile  he  was  yet  in  Home, 
His  po^^■er  Avent  out  in  such  distractions,*  as 
Beguiled  all  spies. 

Can.  AVho's  his  lieutenant,  hear  you  ? 

Sold.  They  say,  one  Taurus. 

Can.  AYell  I  know  the  man. 

Enter  a  ^MESSENGER. 

Mess.  The  emperor  calls  for  Canidius. 

Can.  AVith  news  the  time's  with  labour;  and  throes  forth, 
Each  minute,  some.  [Exei'.nf. 

SCENE  VIII.— A  plain  near  Acthim. 
Enter  CiESAR,  Taxjecs,  Officers  and  others. 
Cces.  Taurus, — 
Tatir.  My  lord. 

Cas.  Strike  not  by  land;  keep  whole  : 
Provoke  not  battle,  till  we  have  done  at  sea. 
Do  not  exceed  the  prescript  of  this  scroll : 
Our  fortune  lies  upon  this  jump.  [Exeunt. 

Enter  ANTONY  and  Enobakbx's. 
Ant.  Set  we  our  squadron  on  yon  side  o'  the  hill 
In  eye  of  Caesar's  battle ;  from  which  jilace 
We  may  the  number  of  the  ships  behold, 
And  so  proceed  accordingly.  [Exeunt. 

Enter  Caxidius,  marching  icitli  liis  Land  Army  one  Way  over 
the  Stage;  rt?if^  Taurus,  the  lieutenant  of  CjESATH,  the  other 
Way.    After  their  going  in,  is  heard  the  Isoise  of  a  Sea-Eight. 

Alarum.     Re-enter  ENOBAEBrs. 
Eno.  Naught,  naught,  all  naught !  I  can  behold  no  longer : 
The  Antoniad,  t  the  Egyptian  admiral. 
With  all  their  sixty,  lly,  and  turn  the  rudder ; 
To  see't,  mine  eyes  are  blasted. 

*  Detachments.  f  The  name  of  Clcojiatra's  ship. 
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IJnter  SCAKUS. 

Scar.  Godts,  and  "oddesses, 
All  the  whole  synod  of  them  ! 

Eiio.  "\\'hat's  thy  passion  ? 

Scar.  The  greater  cantle*  of  the  world  is  lost 
AVith  very  ignorance ;  we  have  kissed  away 
Kingdoms  and  provinces. 

.?}no.  How  appears  the  fight? 

Scur.  On  our  side  like  the  token 'df  pestilence, 
AVhere  death  is  sure.     Yon  ribald-rid  nag  of  Egjpt, 
Whom  leprosy  o'ertake  !  i'  the  midst  o'  the  fight, — 
When  vantage  like  a  pair  of  twins  appeai-'d. 
Both  as  the  same,  or  rather  ours  the  elder,  + — 
The  hrize  §  ni)on  her,  like  a  cow  in  June, 
J  Joists  .sails,  and  flies. 

£iio.  That  I  beheld  :  mine  eyes 
Did  sicken  at  the  sight  ou't,  and  could  not 
Endure  a  further  view. 

Scar.  She  once  being  loqfd,  ii 
H^Iie  noble  ruin  of  her  magic,  Antony, 
Claps  on  his  sea- wing,  and  like  a  doling  mallard, 
Leaving  the  fight  in  height,  flies  after  her ; 
I  never  .saw  an  action  of  such  shame  ; 
^Experience,  manhood,  honour,  ne'er  before 
Did  violate  so  itself. 

Uiio.  Alack,  alack  I 

IJiifer  Caxidius. 

Ca)7.  Our  fortune  on  the  sea  is  out  of  breath, 
And  sinks  most  lamentably.    Had  our  general 
'LJeen  what  he  knew  himself,  it  had  gone  well ; 
O,  he  has  given  example  for  our  flight, 
IMost  grossly,  by  his  own. 

Hiio.  Ay,  are  you  thereabouts?    AVhy  then,  good  night 
Indeed.  'Aiuh. 

Can.  T<iwards  Peloponnesus  are  tliey  fled. 

Scar.  "Tis  easy  to't ;  and  there  I  Avill  attend 
What  further  comes. 

Can.  To  Cif  sar  will  I  render 
My  legion^!,  and  my  horse  ;  six  kings  already 
Show  me  the  way  of  yielding. 

E>'-o.  I'll  yet  follow 
The  wounded  chance  of  Antony,  though  my  reason 
Sits  in  the  wind  against  me.  JCrra,!/. 

SCEXi:  TX.-—Ah'.va>Hlria.    A  Boom  id  ihe  Fahire. 
Enter  Antony'  and  ATTENDANTS. 
Adt.  Hark,  the  land  bids  me  tread  no  more  upon 't, 
It  is  ashamed  to  bear  me  I — Friends,  C(jnie  hither, 
I  am  so  lated  %  in  the  world,  that  I 
Have  lost  my  ^^ay  for  ever  :— I  have  a  sliip 

*  Comer.  +  Sputtod.  t  Ik-tter. 

*  Gad-fly.  ,;   Brought  close  to  th.c  wind.  f  Ik-lated. 
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Laden  with  gold  ;  take  that,  divide  it ;  fly, 
And  make  your  peace  with  Ciesar. 

Att.  Flv !  not  we. 

Ant.  I  nave  fled  myself;  and  have  instructed  cowards 
To  run,  and  show  their  shoulders. — Friends,  be  gone  ; 
I  have  myself  resolved  upon  a  course. 
Which  has  no  need  of  you ;  be  gone  : 
My  treasure 's  in  the  harbour,  take  it. — O, 
I  follow'd  that  I  blush  to  look  upon : 
My  very  hairs  do  mutiny ;  for  the  white 
Eeprove  the  brown  for  rashness,  and  they  them 
For  fear  and  doting. — Friends,  be  gone ;  you  shall 
Have  letters  from  me  to  some  friends,  that  will 
Sweep  your  way  for  you.    Pray  you,  look  not  sad. 
Nor  make  replies  of  loathness :  take  the  hint 
Which  my  despair  proclaims ;  let  that  be  left 
AVhich  leaves  itself:  to  the  sea-side  straightway : 
I  \vill  po-ssess  you  of  that  ship  and  treasure. 
Leave  me,  I  pray,  a  little  :  '  pray  you  now : — 
Kay,  do  so ;  for,  indeed,  I  have  lost  command,  * 
Therefore  I  pray  you :— I'll  see  you  by  and  by.  'Sits  dow;u 

Enter  Eeos,  and  Cleopatra,  led  ly  Chaemian  and  Ikas. 

Eros.  Nay,  gentle  Madam,  to  him : — Comfort  him. 

Iras.  Do,  most  dear  queen. 

Char.  Do  !  Why,  what  else  ? 

Cleo.  Let  me  sit  down.    O  Juno ! 

Ant.  No,  no,  no,  no,  no. 

Eros.  See  you  here.  Sir  ? 

Ant.  O  fie,  fie,  fie. 

Cliar.  Sladam, — 

Iras.  Madam ;  O  good  empress  ! — 

Eros.  Sir,  Sir, — 

Ant.  Yes,  my  lord,  yes  ; — He,  t  at  Philippi,  kept 
His  sword  even  like  a  dancer ;  while  I  struck 
The  lean  and  wrinkled  Cassius ;  and  't^vas  I, 
That  the  mad  Brutus  ended :  he  alone 
Dealt  on  lieutenantry,t  and  no  practice  had 
In  the  brave  squares  of  war :  Yet  now — No  matter. 

Cleo.  Ah,  stand  by. 

Eros.  The  queen,  my  lord,  the  queen. 

Iras.  Go  to  him,  Madam,  speak  to  him ; 
He  is  unqualitied  §  with  very  shame. 

Cleo.  Well  then,— Sustain  me :— 0  ! 

Eros.  Jlost  noble  Sir,  arise :  the  queen  approaclies  ; 
Her  head  's  declined,  and  death  will  seize  her ;  but ;! 
Your  comfort  makes  the  rescue. 

Ant.  I  have  offended  reputation ; 
A  most  unnoble  swerving. 

Eros.  Sir,  the  queen. 

Ant.  O,  whither  hast  thou  led  me,  Egypt  ?    See, 

*  /.  e.  the  power  to  command.  t  Cresar. 

t  Fought  by  his  officers.  ^  Divested  of  his  faculties.  ::  Unless. 

VOL.  IV.  H 
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How  I  convey  my  shame  out  of  thine  eyes 
By  looking  back  on  what  I  have  left  behind 
'Stroy'd  in  dishonour. 

Cleo.  O  my  lord,  my  lord  ! 
Forgive  my  fearful  sails  !    I  little  thought 
You  would  have  followed. 

Ant.  Egypt,  thou  knew'st  too  well, 
My  heart  was  to  thy  rudder  tied  by  the  strings. 
And  thou  shouldst  tow  me  after :  O'er  my  spirit 
Thy  full  supremacy  thou  knew'st ;  and  that 
Thy  beck  might  from  the  bidding  of  the  gods 
Command  me. 

Cleo.  O,  my  pardon. 

Ant.  Now  I  must 
To  the  young  man  send  humble  treaties,  dodge 
And  palter  in  the  shifts  of  lowness ;  who 
With  half  the  bulk  o'  the  world  play'd  as  I  pleased, 
Making  and  marring  fortunes.    You  did  know, 
How  much  you  were  my  conqueror ;  and  that 
My  sword,  made  weak  by  my  affection,  would 
Obey  it  on  all  cause. 

Cleo.  O  pardon,  pardon. 

Ant.  Fall  not  a  tear,  I  say ;  one  of  them  rates* 
All  that  is  won  and  lost :  Give  me  a  kiss  ; 
Even  this  repays  me. — AVe  sent  our  schoolmaster, 
Is  he  come  back  ? — Love,  I  am  full  of  lead : — 
Some  wine,  within  there,  and  our  viands : — Fortune  knows, 
"We  scorn  her  most  when  most  she  offers  blows.  [Exeunt. 

SCEXE  X— CiESAE's  Camp,  in  Egypt. 
Enter  C^sab,  Dolabella,  Thyeeus,  and  others. 
CcES.  Let  him  appear  that's  come  from  Antony. — 
Know  you  him  ? 

Dol.  Ca;sar,  'tis  his  .■schoolmaster  :t 
An  argument  that  he  is  pluck'd,  when  hither 
He  sends  so  poor  a  pinion  of  his  wing, 
"VVhich  had  superfluous  kings  for  messengers. 
Not  many  moons  gone  by. 

Enter  EUPHEONIUS. 

CcEs.  Approach,  and  speak. 

Enp.  Such  as  I  am,  I  come  from  Antony  : 
I  was  of  late  as  petty  to  his  ends, 
As  is  the  morn-dew  on  the  myrtle-leaf 
To  his  grand  sea. 

CcES.  Ee  it  so  ;  Declare  thine  office. 

Eup.  Lord  of  his  fortunes  he  salutes  thee,  and 
Eequires  to  live  in  Egypt :  which  not  granted, 
He  lessens  his  requests:  and  to  thee  sues 
To  let  him  breathe  between  the  heavens  and  earth, 
A  private  man  in  Athens :  This  for  him. 
Ne.vt,  Cleopatra  does  confess  thy  greatness ; 

*  Values.  t  Eiiphronuts,  schoolmaster  to  Antony'.-;  chilrlren. 
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Submits  her  to  thy  might ;  and  of  thee  craves 
Tiie  circle*  of  the  Ptolemies  for  her  heirs, 
Now  hazarded  to  thy  grace. 

Cces.  For  Antony, 
I  have  no  ears  to  his  request.    The  queen 
Of  audience,  nor  desire,  shall  fail ;  so  she 
From  Egypt  drive  her  all-disgraced  friend, 
Or  take  his  life  there :  This  if  she  perform, 
She  shall  not  sue  unheard.    So  to  them  both. 

Mip.  Fortune  pursue  thee  ! 

C(Bs.  Bring  him  through  the  bands.  [Exit  EuPHEONius. 

To  try  thy  eloquence,  now  'tis  time :  Despatch ; 
From  Antony  win  Cleopatra :  promise,  [To  TnTEEUS. 

And  in  our  name,  what  she  requires ;  add  more, 
From  thine  invention,  offers :  women  are  not. 
In  their  best  fortunes,  strong;  but  waut  will  perjure 
The  ne'er-touch'd  vestal :  Try  thy  cunning,  Thyreus  • 
Make  thine  outi  edict  for  thy  pains,  which  we 
"Will  answer  as  a  law. 

Thi/r.  Caesar,  I  go. 

CcBs.  Observe  how  Antony  becomes  his  flaw  ;t 
And  what  thou  think'st  his  very  action  speaks 
In  every  power  that  moves. 

Th?/r.  Csesar,  I  shall.  [Exeunt. 

SCENE  XI. — Alexandria.    A  Jioom  in  the  Palace. 
Enter  Cleopatea,  Enobabbus,  Chaemian,  and  Ieas. 

Cleo.  "What  shall  we  do,  Enobarbus  ? 

Eno.  Think,  and  die. 

Cleo.  Is  Antony,  or  we,  in  fault  for  this  ? 

Eno.  Antony  only,  that  would  make  his  will 
Lord  of  his  reason.    "SVhat  although  you  fled 
From  that  great  face  of  war,  whose  several  ranges 
Frighted  each  other  ?  why  should  he  follow  ? 
The  itch  of  his  affection  should  not  then 
Have  nick'd  his  captainship  ;  J  at  such  a  point. 
When  half  to  half  the  world  opposed,  he  being 
The  mered§  question :  'Twas  a  shame  no  less 
Than  was  his  loss,  to  course  your  flying  flags. 
And  leave  his  navy  gazing. 

Cleo.  Pr'ythee,  peace. 

Enter  AXTONT,  ivitn,  EuPHEONIXJS. 

Ant.  Is  this  his  answer  ? 

E\ip.  Ay,  my  lord. 

Ant.  The  queen 
Shall  then  have  courtesy,  so  she  will  jield 
Us  up. 

Eup.  He  says  so. 

Ant.  Let  her  know  it. — 
To  the  boy  Ceesar  send  this  grizzled  head, 

*  Diadem,  the  crown.  t  Conforms  himself  to  his  fortune, 

t  Set  a  mark  of  folly  on  it.  i  Only. 

h2 
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And  he  will  fill  tliy  wishes  to  the  brim 
With  principalities. 

Cleo.  That  head,  my  lord  ? 

Ant.  To  him  again ;  Tell  him,  he  wears  the  rose 
Of  youth  upon  him ;  from  which  the  world  should  note 
Something  particular :  his  coin^  ships,  legions, 
May  be  a  coward's ;  whose  ministers  would  prevail 
Under  the  service  of  a  child,  as  soon 
As  i'  the  command  of  Cajsar :  I  dare  him  therefore 
To  lay  his  gay  comparisons*  apart, 
And  answer  me  declined,  sword  against  sword, 
Ourselves  alone :  I'll  write  it ;  follow  me. 

[lixeitnt  Antony  and  EuPHEONltlS. 

Eno.  Yes,  like  enough,  high-battled  Ca3sar  will 
Unstate  his  happiness,  and  be  staged  to  the  show.f 
Against  a  sworder. — I  see,  men's  judgments  are 
A  parcel!  of  their  fortunes ;  and  things  outward 
Do  draw  the  inward  quality  after  them. 
To  sutler  all  alike.    That  he  should  dream, 
Knowing  all  measures,  the  full  Cscsar  will 
Answer  his  emptiness  ! — Coesar,  thou  hast  subdued 
His  judgment  too. 

Enter  an  Attexd.int. 

Att.  A  messenger  from  Caisar. 

Cleo.  "What,  no  more  ceremony  ? — See,  my  women ! — 
Against  the  blown  rose  may  they  stop  their  nose, 
That  kneel'd  unto  the  buds. — Admit  him.  Sir. 

Eno.  Mine  honesty,  and  I,  begin  to  square.  §  '[Aside. 

The  loyalty,  well  held  to  fools,  does  make 
Our  faith  mere  folly  : — Yet  he,  that  can  endure 
To  follow  with  allegiance  a  fallen  lord. 
Does  conquer  him  that  did  his  master  conquer, 
And  earns  a  place  i'  the  story. 

Enter  Thyeeus. 
Cleo.  Cfcsar's  ^vill  ? 
Thyr.  Hear  it  apart. 
Cleo.  None  but  friends ;  say  boldl}-. 
Tht/r.  So,  haply,  II  they  arc  friends  to  Antony. 
Eno.  He  needs  as  many.  Sir,  as  C;esar  has ; 
Or  needs  not  us.    If  Cirsar  please,  our  master 
"Will  leai)  to  be  his  friend :  For  us,  you  know. 
Whose  he  is,  we  are ;  and  that's  Caesar's. 

Thyr.  So.— 
Thus  then,  thou  most  renown'd ;  Caesar  entreats, 
Not  to  consider  in  what  case  thou  stand'st, 
rurtlier  than  he  is  Ccesar. 
Cleo.  Go  on,  right  royal. 

Thyr.  He  knows,  that  you  embrace  not  Antony 
As  you  did  love,  but  as  you  fear'd  him. 
*  Circumstances  of  greater  splendour. 
+  Make  an  e.xhibitifn  of  liimself. 
t  Piece.  5  Quarrel.  tl  Ferliaps. 
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Cleo.  O  ! 

Thyr.  The  soars  upon  your  honour,  therefore,  he 
Does  pity,  as  constrained  blemishes. 
Not  as  deserved. 

Cleo.  He  is  a  god,  and  knows 
"What  is  most  right :  Mine  honour  was  not  yielded. 
But  conquer'd  merely. 

Eno.  To  be  sure  of  that,  \_Aside. 

I  will  ask  Antony. — Sir,  Sir,  thou'rt  so  leaky, 
That  we  must  leave  thee  to  thy  sinking,  for 
Thy  dearest  quit  thee.  lUrit  Enobaebcs. 

Thijr.  Shall  I  say  to  Csesar, 
l\Tiat  you  require  of  him  ?  for  he  partly  begs 
To  be  desired  to  give.    It  much  would  please  him, 
That  of  his  fortunes  you  should  make  a  staff 
To  lean  upon :  but  it  would  warm  his  spirits, 
To  hear  from  me  you  had  left  Antony, 
And  put  yourself  under  his  shroud. 
The  universal  landlord. 

Cleo.  What's  your  name  ? 

Thyr.  Jly  name  is  Thyreus. 

Cleo.  Most  kind  messenger. 
Say  to  great  Csesar  this.  In  deputation 
I  kiss  his  conqu'ring  hand :  tell  him,  I  am  prompt 
To  lay  my  crown  at  his  feet,  and  there  to  kneel : 
Tell  him,  from  his  all-obeying*  breath  I  hear 
The  doom  of  Egypt. 

Thyr.  'Tis  your  noblest  course. 
"Wisdom  and  fortune  combating  together. 
If  that  the  former  dare  but  what  it  can. 
No  chance  may  shake  it.    Give  me  gracef  to  lay 
My  duty  on  your  hand. 

Cleo.  Your  Caesar's  father 
Oft,  when  he  hath  mused  of  taking  kingdoms  in,+ 
Bestow'd  his  lips  on  that  unworthy  place. 
As  it  rain'd  kisses. 

Ee-enter  AXTONT  and  ExoBARBUS. 

Ant.  Favours,  by  Jove  that  thunders  I — 
"What  art  thou,  fellow  ? 

Thyr.  One,  that  but  performs 
The  bidding  of  the  fullest  §  man,  and  worthiest 
To  have  command  obey'd. 

JSno.  You  will  be  whipp'd. 

Ant.  Approach,  there : — Ay,  you  kite ! — Now  gods  and  devils  I 
Authority  melts  from  me  :  Of  late,  when  I  cried,  ho  ! 
Like  boys  unto  a  muss,  |  kings  would  start  forth. 
And  cry,  Your  will  ?   Have  ye  no  ears  ?    I  am 

I^nter  ATTENDANTS. 

Antony  yet.    Take  hence  this  Jack,  and  whip  him. 

*  Obeyed.  t  Grant  me  the  favour.  i  Conquering'  them. 

§  Best.  II  Scramble. 
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Eno.  'Tis  better  playing  with  a  lion's  whelp, 
Than  with  an  old  one  dying. 

Ant.  Moon  and  stars  ! 
Whip  him : — Were't  twenty  of  the  greatest  tributaries 
That  do  acknowledge  Cscsar,  should  I  find  them 
So  saucy  with  the  hand  of  she  here,  (What's  her  name. 
Since  she  was  Cleopatra?) — AVhip  him,  fellows, 
Till,  like  a  boy,  you  see  him  cringe  his  face, 
And  whine  aloud  for  mercy :  Take  him  hence. 

TJnir.  Mark  Antony, — 

Aut.  Tug  him  away :  being  whipp'd. 
Bring  him  again : — This  Jack  of  Caesar's  shall 
Bear  us  an  errand  to  him. — 

{Exeunt  ATTENDANTS,  ivith  ThYEEUS. 
You  were  half  blasted  ere  I  knew  you : — Ha ! 
Have  1  my  pillow  left  unpress'd  in  Rome, 
Porborne  the  getting  of  a  lawful  race, 
And  by  a  gem  of  women,  to  be  abused 
By  one  that  looks  on  feeders  ?* 

Cleo.  Good  my  lord, — 

Ant.  You  have  been  a  boggier  ever : — 
But  when  we  in  our  viciousness  grow  hard 
(O  misery  on't !)  the  wise  gods  seelf  our  eyes ; 
In  our  own  filth  drop  our  clear  judgments ;  make  us 
Adore  our  errors ;  laugh  at  us,  while  we  strut 
To  our  confusion. 

Cleo.  O,  is  it  come  to  this  ? 

Ant.  I  found  you  as  a  morsel,  cold  upon 
Dead  Caesar's  trencher :  nay,  you  were  a  fragment 
Of  Cneius  Pompey's ;  besides  what  hotter  hours, 
XJnregister'd  in  \-ulgar  fame,  you  have 
Luxuriously  +  pick'd  out: — For  I  am  sure. 
Though  you  can  guess  what  temperance  should  be, 
You  know  not  what  it  is. 

Cleo.  Wherefore  is  this  ? 

Ant.  To  let  a  fellow  that  will  take  rewards. 
And  say,  God  quit  you  !  be  familiar  with 
My  playfellow,  your  hand ;  this  kingly  seal. 
And  plighter  of  high  hearts  ! — O,  that  I  were 
Upon  the  hill  of  Basan,  to  outroar 
The  horned  herd  !  for  I  have  savage  cause ; 
And  to  proclaim  it  civilly,  were  like 
A  halter'd  neck,  Avhich  does  the  hangman  thank 
For  being  yare§  about  him. — Is  he  whipp'd? 

He-enter  Attendants,  ii-ith  TiiYnEus. 

1  Att.  Soundly,  my  lord. 

Ant.  Cry'd  he  ?  and  begg'd  he  pardon  ? 

1  Att.  Ho  did  ask  favour. 

Ant.  If  that  thy  flithcr  live,  lot  him  repent 
Thou  wast  not  made  his  dau;_diter ;  and  be  thou  sorry 
To  follow  Caesar  in  his  triumph,  since 

*  Servants.  t  Close  up.  i  Wantonly.  §  Handy. 
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Thou  hast  been  whipp'd  for  following  Tiim  :  henceforth, 

The  white  hand  of  a  lady  fever  thee, 

Shake  thou  to  look  on't. — Get  thee  hack  to  Caesar, 

Tell  him  thy  entertainment :  Look,  thou  say. 

He  makes  me  angry  with  him :  for  he  seems 

Proud  and  disdainful;  harping  on  what  I  am : 

Not  what  he  knew  I  was  :  He  makes  me  angry ; 

And  at  this  time  most  easy  'tis  to  do't ; 

When  my  good  stars,  that  were  my  former  guides. 

Have  empty  left  their  orbs,  and  shot  their  fires 

Into  the  abism  of  hell.    If  he  misUke 

My  speech,  and  what  is  done ;  tell  him,  he  has 

Hipparchus,  my  enfranchised  bondman,  whom 

He  may  at  pleasure  whip,  or  hang,  or  torture, 

As  he  shalllike,  to  quit*  me :  Urge  it  thou : 

Hence,  with  thy  stripes,  begone.  [Exit  Thyeetjs. 

Cleo.  Have  you  done  yet  ? 

A7it.  Alack,  our  terrenef  moon 
Is  now  eclipsed ;  and  it  portends  alone 
The  fall  of  Antony! 

Cleo.  I  must  stay  his  time. 

Ant.  To  flatter  Caesar,  would  you  mingle  eyes 
With  one  that  ties  his  points  ?  X 

Cleo.  Not  know  me  yet  ? 

Ant.  Cold-hearted  toward  me  ? 

Cleo.  Ah,  dear,  if  I  be  so. 
From  my  cold  heart  let  heaven  engender  haU, 
And  poison  it  in  the  source ;  and  the  first  stone 
Drop  in  my  neck;  as  it  determines,§  so 
Dissolve  my  life  !    The  next  Caesarion  ||  smite  ! 
Till,  by  degrees,  the  memory  of  my  womb, 
Together  with  my  brave  Egyptians  all. 
By  the  discan dying  •[  of  this  pelleted  storm. 
Lie  graveless ;  till  the  flies  and  gnats  of  Nile 
Have  buried  them  for  prey  ! 

Ant.  I  am  satisfied. 
Caesar  sits  down  in  Alexandria ;  where 
I  ^vill  oppose  his  fate.    Our  force  by  land 
Hath  nobly  held ;  our  sever'd  navj-  too 
Have  knit  again,  and  fleet,**  threat'ning  most  sealike. 
"^Miere  hast  thou  been,  my  heart  ? — Dost  thou  hear,  lady  ? 
If  from  the  field  I  shall  return  once  more 
To  kiss  these  lips,  I  will  appear  in  blood ; 
I  and  my  sword  will  earn  our  chronicle ; 
There  is  hope  in  it  yet. 

Cleo.  That's  my  brave  lord  ! 

Ant.  1  will  be  treble-sinew'd,  hearted,  breath'd. 
And  fight  maliciously  :  for  when  mine  hours 
Were  nicett  and  lucky,  men  did  ransom  lives 
Of  me  for  jests ;  but  now,  I'll  set  my  teeth, 

*  Requite.  t  Earthly.  t  The  points  or  tags  of  his  hose. 

4  Dissolves.  ||  Her  son  by  Julius  Cresar.  «[  Melting. 

**  Float.  +t  Lu.xuriou3. 
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And  send  to  darkness  all  that  stop  me. — Come, 
Let's  have  one  other  gaudy  *  night :  call  to  me 
All  my  sad  captains,  iill  our  bowls ;  once  more 
Let's  mock  the  midnight  bell. 

Cleo.  It  is  my  birth-day : 
I  had  thought,  to  have  held  it  poor ;  but,  since  my  lord 
Is  Antony  again,  I  will  be  Cleopatra. 

Ant.  "We'll  yet  do  well. 

Cleo.  Call  all  his  noble  captains  to  my  lord. 

Ant.  Do  so,  we'll  speak  to  them ;  and  to-night  I'll  force 
The  wine  peep  through  their  scars. — Come  on,  my  queen ; 
There's  sap  in 't  yet.    The  next  time  I  do  fight, 
I'll  make  death  love  me ;  for  I  >vill  contend 
Eveu  with  his  pestilent  scythe. 

\ Exeunt  ANTONY,  Cleopatk.V,  and  Attendants. 

Uno.  Now  he'll  out-stare  the  lightning.    To  be  furious. 
Is,  to  be  frighted  out  of  fear :  and  in  that  mood. 
The  dove  will  peck  the  estridge  ;t  and  I  see  still, 
A  diminution  in  our  captain's  brain 
Eestores  his  heart :  AVhen  valour  preys  on  reason, 
It  eats  the  sword  it  fights  with.    I  will  seek 
Some  way  to  leave  him.  [Exit. 


ACT  IV. 
SCENE  7.— CazSAE's  Camp  at  Alexandria. 

Enter  CjESA.^,  reading  a  Letter ;  Ageippa,  Mecjenas  and 
others. 

CcEs.  He  calls  me  boy  ;  and  chides,  as  he  had  power 
To  beat  me  out  of  Egypt:  my  messenger 
He  hath  whipp'd  with  rods ;  dares  me  to  personal  combat, 
Caesar  to  Antony:  Let  the  old  rutllan  know, 
I  have  many  other  ways  to  die ;  mean  time, 
Laugh  at  his  challenge. 

Mec.  Cassar  must  think 
"When  one  so  great  begins  to  rage,  he's  hunted 
Even  to  falling.    Give  him  no  breath,  but  now 
;Make  boot  J  of  his  distraction :  Never  anger 
Made  good  guard  for  itself. 

Cces.  Let  our  best  heads 
Know,  that  to-morrow  tlie  last  of  many  battles 
"We  mean  to  fight :— "\\'ithin  our  files  there  are 
Of  those  that  served  Mark  Antony  but  late. 
Enough  to  fetch  him  in.    See  it  be  done ; 
And  least  the  army :  we  have  store  to  do't. 
And  they  have  earn'd  the  waste.    Poor  Antony  !  \_Exeuni. 

*  Feasting.  t  Hawk  :  Take  advantage. 
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SCJSyE  II. — Alexandria.    A  Room  in  the  Falace. 

Enter  ANTONY,  Cleopatea,  Enobaebus,  Chabmian,  Ibas, 
Alexas,  and  others. 

Ant.  He  mil  not  fight  with  me,  Domitius  ? 

Eno.  No. 

Ant.  Why  should  he  not  ? 

Eno.  He  thinks,  being  twenty  times  of  better  fortune. 
He  is  twenty  men  to  one. 

Ant.  To-morrow,  soldier, 
By  sea  and  land  I'll  fight :  or  I  will  live, 
Or  bathe  my  dying  honour  in  the  blood 
Shall  make  it  live  again.    "Woo't  thou  fight  well  ? 

Eno.  I'll  strike;  and  cry,  Take  all. 

Ant.  Well  said :  come  on. — 
Call  forth  my  household  servants ;  let's  to-night 

Enter  Seevants. 

Be  bounteous  at  our  meal. — Give  me  thy  hand. 

Thou  hast  been  rightly  honest ; — so  hast  thou  ;— 

And  thou, — and  thou, — and  thou ; — you  have  served  me  well. 

And  kings  have  been  your  fellows. 

Cleo.  What  means  this  ? 

Eno.  'Tis  one  of  those  odd  tricks,  which  sorrow  shoots  [Aside, 
Out  of  the  mind. 

Ant.  And  thou  art  honest  too. 
I  wish,  I  could  be  made  so  many  men ; 
And  all  of  you  clapp'd  up  together  in 
An  Antony ;  that  I  might  do  you  service, 
So  good  as  you  have  done. 

Sen:  The  gods  forbid  ! 

Ant.  Well,  my  good  fello\vs,  wait  on  me  to-night : 
Scant  not  my  cups ;  and  make  as  much  of  me. 
As  when  mine  empire  was  your  fellow  too, 
And  suffer'd  my  command. 

Cleo.  What  does  he  mean  ? 

Eno.  To  make  his  followers  weep. 

Ant.  Tend  me  to-night ; 
May  be,  it  is  the  period  *  of  your  duty  : 
Haply,  you  shall  not  see  me  more ;  or  if,+ 
A  mangled  shadow :  perchance,  to-morrow 
You'll  serve  another  master.    I  look  on  you, 
As  one  that  takes  his  leave.    Mine  honest  friends, 
I  turn  you  not  away ;  but,  like  a  master 
Married  to  your  good  service,  stay  till  death : 
Tend  me  to-night  two  hours,  I  ask  no  more. 
And  the  gods  yield t  you  for't ! 

Eno.  What  mean  you.  Sir, 
To  give  them  this  discomfort  ?    Look,  they  weep ; 

*  Close.   . 

t  Or  if  you  do,  it  may  be  as  merely  a  mangled  shadow  of  myscif. 

t  Reward. 
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And  I,  an  ass,  am  onion-eyed;  for  sliame, 
Transform  us  not  to  women. 

Ant.  Ho,  ho,  ho  !  * 
Now  the  witch  take  me,  if  I  meant  it  thus ! 
Grace  grow  where  those  drops  fall !    My  hearty  friends, 
You  take  me  in  too  dolorous  a  sense  : 
I  spake  to  you  for  your  comfort :  did  desire  you 
To  burn  this  night  with  torches  :    Know,  my  hearts, 
I  hope  well  of  to-morrow ;  and  will  lead  you, 
Where  rather  I'll  expect  ^'ictorious  life. 
Than  death  and  honour.    Let's  to  supper ;  come, 
And  drown  consideration.  lExettnt. 

SCENE  III.— The  same.    Before  the  Palace. 
Enter  two  Soldiees,  to  their  Cktard. 

1  Sold.  Brother,  good  night :  to-morrow  is  the  day. 

2  Sold.  It  will  determine  one  way  :  fare  you  well. 
Heard  vou  of  nothinc  stranse  about  the  streets  ? 

1  Sold.  Nothing :  "SVhat  news  ? 

2  Sold.  Behke,  'tis  but  a  rumour : 
Good  night  to  you. 

1  Sold.  Well,  Sir,  good  night. 

Enter  two  other  SoLDlEES. 

2  Sold.  Soldiers, 
Have  careful  watch. 

3  Sold.  And  you :  Good  night,  good  night. 

\Tlie  first  two  place  themselves  at  their  post. 

4  Sold.  Here  we:  [Thej/ take  their  posts.']  and  if  to-morrow 
Our  navy  thrive,  I  have  an  absolute  hope 

Our  landmen  will  stand  up. 

3  Sold.  'Tis  a  brave  army. 

And  full  of  purpose.  \_3Iusic  of  hautboys  under  the  stage. 

4  Sold.  Peace,  what  noise  ? 

1  Sold.  List,  list ! 

2  Sold.  Hark ! 

1  Sold.  Music  i'  the  air. 

3  Sold.  Under  the  earth. 

4  Sold.  It  siirnst  well, 
Does't  not  ? 

3  Sold.  No. 

1  Sold.  Peace,  I  say.    What  should  this  mean  ? 

2  Sold.  'Tis  the  god  Hercules,  whom  .iUitony  loved. 
Now  leaves  him. 

1  Sold.  ^\  alk  ;  let's  see  if  other  watchmen 

Do  hear  what  we  do.  {Tliey  adxance  to  anoilier  pout. 

2  Sold.  How  now,  masters  ? 
Sold.  How  now  ? 

How  now?  do  you  hear  this?  [^Several  speaTcing  togdher. 

1  Sold.  Ay :  is't  not  strange  ? 

3  Sold.  1)0  you  hear,  masters  ?  do  you  licar  ? 

*  Stop.  '-  Bodes. 
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1  Sold.  Follow  the  noise  so  far  as  we  have  quarter ; 
Let's  see  how't  will  give  off. 
Sold.  [Several  speaking.}     Content : 'Tis  strange.        [Exeimt. 

SCENE  IV.— The  same.    A  Room  in  ilie  Palace. 

Enter  Antont,  and  Cleopatea;  Chaeiiian,  and  otJien-, 

attending. 
Ant.  Eros !  mine  armour,  Eros  ! 
Cleo.  Sleep  a  little. 
Ant.  No,  my  chuck. — Eros,  come ;  mine  armour.  Eros ! 

EnterYiUOS,  with  Armour. 
dome,  my  good  fellow,  put  thine  iron  on : — 
If  fortune  be  not  ours  to-day,  it  is 
Because  we  brave  her. — Come. 

Cleo.  Nav,  I'll  help  too. 
What's  this  for? 

Ant.  Ah,  let  be,  let  be  !  thou  art 
The  armourer  of  my  heart : — False,  false ;  this,  this. 

Cleo.  Sooth,  la,  I'll  help  :  Thus  it  must  be. 

Ant.  Well,  well ; 
We  shall  thrive  now. — See'st  thou,  my  good  fellow  ? 
Go,  put  on  thy  defences. 

Eros.  Briefly,*  Sir. 

Cleo.  Is  not  this  buckled  well  ? 

Ant.  Earely,  rarely : 
He  that  unbuckles  this,  till  we  do  please 
To  doff 't  for  our  repose,  shall  hear  a  storm. — 
Thou  fumblest,  Eros ;  and  my  queen's  a  squire 
More  tightf  at  this,  than  thou :  Despatch. — O  love. 
That  thou  could'st  see  my  wars  to-day,  and  knew'st 
The  royal  occupation  !  thou  should'st  see 

Enter  an  OFFICER,  armed. 
A  workman  in  't. — Good  morrow  to  thee ;  welcome : 
Thou  look'st  like  him  that  knows  a  warlike  charge. 
To  business  that  we  love,  we  rise  betime. 
And  go  to  it  with  delight. 

1  Off.  A  thousand.  Sir, 

Early  though  it  be,  have  on  their  riveted  trim,t 

And  at  the  port  expect  you.  \_Shout.     Trumpets.    Flourish. 

Enter  other  Officees  and  Soldiers. 

2  Off.  The  morn  is  fair. — Good  morrow,  general. 
All.  Good  morrow,  general. 

Ant.  'Tis  well  blown,  lads. 
This  morning,  like  the  spirit  of  a  youth 
That  means  to  be  of  note,  begins  betimes. — 
So,  so ;  come,  give  me  that :  this  way ;  well  said. 
Fare  thee  well,  dame,  whate'er  becomes  of  me  : 
This  is  a  soldier's  kiss  :  rebukable,  [Kisses  her. 

And  worthy  shameful  check  it  wove,  to  stand 

*  Quickly.  -j-  Handy.  t  Arr.-;Our. 
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On  more  mechanic  compliment ;  I'll  leave  thee 
Now,  like  a  man  of  steel. — You,  that  will  fight. 
Follow  me  close ;  I'll  bring  you  to 't. — Adieu. 

{Exeunt  Antony,  Eros,  Officees,  and  Soldiees. 

Char.  Please  you,  retire  to  your  chamber  ? 

Cleo.  Lead  me. 
He  goes  forth  gallantly.    That  he  and  Caesar  might 
Determine  this  great  war  in  single  fight ! 
Then,  Antony, — But  now, — well,  on.  \_Exeunt. 

SCENE  F.— Antony's  Camp  near  Alexandria. 

Trumpets  sound. — Enter  ANTONY  and  Ekos  ;  a  SoiDiEK 
meeting  them. 

Sold.  The  gods  make  this  a  happy  day  to  Antony  ! 

Ant.  'Would,  thou  and  those  thy  scars  had  once  prevail'd 
To  make  me  fight  at  land ! 

Sold.  Hadst  thou  done  so. 
The  kings  that  have  revolted,  and  the  soldier 
That  has  this  morning  left  thee,  would  have  still 
PoUow'd  thy  heels. 

Ant.  Who 's  gone  this  morning  ? 

Sold.  Who? 
One  ever  near  thee :  Call  for  Enobarbus, 
He  shall  not  hear  thee ;  or  from  Caesar's  camp 
Say,  I  am  none  of  thine. 

Ant.  What  say'st  thou  ? 

Sold.  Sir, 
He  is  with  Csesar. 

Eros.  Sir,  his  chests  and  treasure 
He  has  not  with  him. 

Ant.  Is  he  gone  ? 

Sold.  Most  certain. 

Ant.  Go,  Eros,  send  his  treasure  after ;  do  it ; 
Detain  no  jot,  I  charge  thee  :  write  to  him 
(I  will  subscribe)  gentle  adieus,  and  greetings : 
Say,  that  I  wish  he  never  find  more  cause 
To  change  a  master. — 0,  my  fortvmes  have 
Corrupted  honest  men  : — Eros,  despatch.  [Exeunt. 

SCENE  VI. — Camp  before  Alexandria. 

Flourish.— Enter  CiESAB  with  Ageippa,  Enobaebus,  and  others. 

Cms.  Go  forth,  Agrippa,  and  begin  the  fight : 
Our  will  is,  Antony  be  took  alive ; 
Make  it  so  known. 

Afir.  C»sar,  I  shall.  [Exit  AGEIPPA. 

C(Bs.  The  time  of  universal  iieaco  is  near : 
Prove  this  a  prosperous  day,  the  three-uook'd*  world 
Shall  bear  the  olive  freely. 

Enter  a  Messengee. 
Mess.  Antony 
Is  come  into  the  field. 

*  /.  e.  the  three-parted. 
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CcBs.  Go,  charge  Agrippa 
Plant  those  that  have  revolted  in  the  van. 
That  Antony  may  seem  to  spend  his  fury 
Upon  himself.  [JSxeunt  Cjjsae  and  his  Train. 

JSno.  Alexas  did  revolt ;  and  went  to  Jewry, 
On  aifairs  of  Antony ;  there  did  persuade 
Great  Herod  to  incline  himself  to  Caesar, 
And  leave  his  master  Antony  :  for  this  pains, 
Caesar  hath  hanpfd  him.    Canidius  and  the  rest 
That  fell  away  have  entertainment,  but 
No  honourable  trust.    I  have  done  ill ; 
Of  which  I  do  accuse  myself  so  sorely, 
That  I  will  joy  no  more. 

JS7iter  a  SOLDIEE  o/Cjesab's. 

Sold.  Enobarbus,  Antony 
Hath  after  thee  sent  all  thy  treasure,  with 
His  bounty  overplus :  The  messenger 
Came  on  my  guard ;  and  at  thy  tent  is  now, 
Unloading  of  his  mules. 

IJiw.  I  give  it  you. 

Sold.  Slock  me  not,  Enobarbus. 
I  tell  you  true  :  Best  that  you  safed  the  bringer 
Out  of  the  host ;  I  must  attend  mine  office, 
Or  would  have  done 't  myself.    Your  emperor 
Continues  still  a  Jove.  [Exit  SOLDIEB. 

JSno.  I  am  alone  the  villain  of  the  earth. 
And  feel  I  am  so  most.    O  Antony, 
Thou  mine  of  bounty,  how  would'st  thou  have  paid 
My  better  service,  when  my  turpitude 
Thou  dost  so  crown  with  gold  !    This  blows  *  my  heart : 
If  swift  thought  break  it  not,  a  swifter  mean 
Shall  outstrike  thought :  but  thought  will  do 't  I  feel. 
I  light  against  thee ! — No :  I  will  go  seek 
Some  ditch,  wherein  to  die ;  the  foul'st  best  fits 
My  latter  part  of  hfe.  [Exit. 

SCENE  VII.— Field  of  Battle  hetween  the  Camps. 
Alarum. — Drums  and  Trumpets.    Enter  Ageippa  and  others. 

Agr.  Iletire,  we  have  engaged  ourselves  too  far : 
Cfcsar  himself  has  work,  and  our  oppression 
Exceeds  what  we  expected.  \_Exeunt. 

Alarum. — Enter  AXTONT  and  SCAEUS  tvounded. 

Scar.  O  my  brave  emperor,  this  is  fought  indeed  ! 
Had  we  done  so  at  first,  we  had  driven  them  home 
AYith  clouts  about  their  heads. 

Ant.  Thou  bleed'st  apace. 

Scar.  I  had  a  wound  here  that  was  like  a  T, 
But  now  'tis  made  an  H. 

Ant,  They  do  retire. 
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Scar.  We'll  beat  'em  into  bench-holes ;  I  have  yet 
Eoom  for  six  scotches  *  more. 

Unter  Eeos. 

JEros.  They  are  beaten,  Sir ;  and  our  advantage  serves 
For  a  fair  victory. 

Scar.  Let  us  score  their  backs, 
And  snatch  'cm  up,  as  we  take  hares,  behind ; 
'Tis  sport  to  maul  a  runner. 

Ant.  I  ivill  reward  thee 
Once  for  thy  sprightly  comfort,  and  ten-fold 
For  thy  good  valour.    Come  thee  on. 

Scar.  I'll  halt  after.  lUxeunt. 

SCENE  VIII. —  Tinder  the  walls  of  Alexandria, 
Alarum.    Enter  Antony,  marching ;  SCAEUS,  and  Forces. 
Ant.  "We  have  beat  him  to  his  camp  ;  Eun  one  before, 
And  let  the  queen  know  of  our  guests. — To-morrow, 
Before  the  sun  shall  see  us,  we'll  spill  the  blood 
That  has  to-day  escaped.    I  thank  you  all ; 
For  doughty-handed  are  you  ;  and  have  fought 
"Not  as  you  served  the  cause,  but  as  it  had  been 
Each  man's  like  mine ;  you  have  shown  all  Hectors. 
Enter  the  city,  clip  f  your  wives,  your  friends. 
Tell  them  your  '"eats ;  whilst  they  with  joyful  tears 
Wash  the  congealment  from  your  wounds,  and  kiss 
The  honour'd  gashes  whole. — Give  me  thy  hand ;     [  To  ScAEUS, 

Enter  Cleopatba,  attended. 
To  this  great  fairy,  I'll  commend  thy  acts, 
Make  her  thanks  bless  thee. — 0  thou  day  o'  the  world. 
Chain  mine  arm'd  neck  :  leap  thou,  attire  and  all. 
Through  proof  of  harness  %  to  my  heart,  and  there 
Eide  on  the  pants  triumphing. 

Cleo.  Lord  of  lords  ! 
O  infinite  virtue  !  com'st  thou  smiling  from 
The  world's  great  snare,  uncaught  ? 

Ant.  My  nightingale. 
We  have  beat  them  to  their  beds.    What,  girl  ?  though  grey 
Do  something  mingle  with  our  brown,  yet  have  wo 
A  brain  that  nourishes  our  nerves,  and  can 
Get  goal  for  goal  of  youth.    Behold  this  man  : 
Commend  unto  his  lips  thy  favouring  hand  ; — 
Kiss  it,  my  warrior : — He  hath  fought  to-day, 
As  if  a  god,  in  hate  of  mankind,  had 
Destroy'd  in  such  a  shape. 

Cleo.  I'll  give  thee,  friend. 
An  armour  all  of  gold ;  it  was  a  king's. 

Anf.  He  has  deserved  it,  were  it  carbuncled 
Like  holy  Phoebus'  car. — Give  me  thy  hand ; 
Through  Alexandria  make  a  jolly  march ; 
Bear  our  hack'd  targets  like  the  men  that  owe  them :  § 

*  Cuts.  t  Embrace.  *  Arinoui-  of  proof.  \  Own. 


SCENE  IX.  J  ANTOKT  AND  CLEOPATEA.  Ill 

Had  our  great  palace  the  capacity 

To  camp  this  host,  v:e  all  ■would  sup  together; 

And  drink  carouses  to  the  next  day's  fate, 

Which  promises  royal  peril. — Trumpeters, 

"With  brazen  din  blast  you  the  city's  ear  : 

Make  mingle  with  our  ratthng  tabourines  ;* 

That  heaven  and  earth  may  strike  their  sounds  together. 

Applauding  our  approach.  [lExeunf. 

SCENU  JX— C^SAE's  Camp. 
Sentinels  on  their  Post.    JEnter  Enobabbcs. 

1  Sold.  If  vre  be  not  relieved  within  this  hour. 
We  must  return  to  the  court  of  guard ;  The  night 
Is  shiny ;  and,  they  say,  we  shall  embattle 

By  the  second  hour  i'the  morn. 

2  Sold.  This  last  day  was 
A  shrewd  one  to  us, 

JSno.  O,  bear  me  witness,  night, — 

3  Sold.  What  man  is  this  ? 

2  Sold.  Stand  close,  and  list  to  him. 

Eno.  Be  witness  to  me,  O  thou  blessed  moon, 
When  men  revolted  shall  upon  record 
Bear  hateful  memory,  poor  Enobarbus  did 
Before  thy  face  repent ! — 

1  Sold.  Enobarbus ! 

3  Sold.  Peace ; 
Hark  further. 

Eno.  0  sovereign  mistress  of  true  melancholy, 
The  poisonous  damp  of  night  dispongef  upon  me ; 
That  life,  a  very  rebel  to  my  will, 
May  hang  no  longer  on  me :  throw  my  heart 
Against  the  flint  and  hardness  of  my  fault ; 
Which,  being  dried  with  grief,  ^\'ill  break  to  powder, 
And  finish  all  foul  thoughts.    O  Antony, 
Nobler  than  my  revolt  is  infamous, 
Eorgive  me  in  thine  own  particular ; 
But  let  the  Avorld  rank  me  in  register 
A  master-leaver,  and  a  fugitive : 
O  Antony  !  O  Antony  !  iDies. 

2  Sold.  Let's  speak 
To  him. 

1  Sold.  Let's  hear  him,  for  the  things  he  speaks 
May  concern  Ctesar. 

3  Sold.  Let's  do  so.    But  he  sleeps. 

1  Sohl.  Swoons,  rather ;  for  so  bad  a  prayer  as  his 
Was  never  yet  for  sleep. 

2  Sold.  Go  we  to  him. 

3  Sold.  Awake,  a^vake,  Sir ;  speak  to  us. 
2  Sold.  Hear  you,  Sir. 

1  Sold.  The  hand  of  death  hath  raughtf  him.    Hark,  tlie 
drums  [Drums  afar  off. 

*  Small  dnims.        t  Discharge,  as  a  sponge  squeezed.         :  Reached. 
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Demurely  *  wake  the  sleepers.    Let  us  bear  him 
To  the  court  of  guard ;  he  is  of  note  :  our  hour 
Is  fully  out. 

3  Sold.  Come  on  then  ; 
He  may  recover  yet.  [Exeunt  with  the  Bochj. 

SCENE  X. — Between  the  two  Camps, 
Enter  Antony  and  Scakus,  toith  Forces,  marching. 

Ant.  Their  preparation  is  to-day  by  sea ; 
"We  please  them  not  by  land. 

Scar.  For  both,  my  lord. 

Ant.  I  would  they'd  fight  i'  the  fire,  or  in  the  air ; 
We'd  fight  there  too.    But  this  it  is ;  Our  foot 
Upon  the  hills  adjoining  to  the  city, 
Shall  stay  with  us  :  order  for  sea  is  given  ; 
They  have  put  forth  the  haven  :  Purther  on, 
"Where  their  appointment  we  may  best  discover, 
And  look  on  their  endeavour,  t  [Exeunt. 

Enter  CMSkR,  tvith  his  Forces,  marching. 
CcBs.  But  X  being  charged,  we  will  be  still  by  land, 
Which,  as  I  take't,  we  shall,  for  his  best  force 
Is  forth  to  man  his  galleys.    To  the  vales, 
And  hold  our  best  advantage.  [Exeunt. 

He-enter  ANTONY  and  SCAEUS. 

Ant.  Yet  they're  not  joined :  Where  yonder  pine  docs  stand, 
I  shall  discover  all :  I'll  bring  thee  word 
Straight,  how  'tis  like  to  go.  [Exit. 

Scar.  Swallows  have  built 
In  Cleopatra's  sails  their  nest :  the  augurers 
Say,  they  know  not, — they  cannot  tell ; — look  grimly, 
And  dare  not  speak  their  knowledge.    Antony 
Is  valiant,  and  dejected ;  and,  by  starts. 
His  fretted  fortunes  give  him  hope,  and  fear, 
Of  what  he  has,  and  has  not. 

Alarum  afar  off,  as  at  a  Sea-Fight. 
Ee-enter  ANTONY. 

Ant.  All  is  lost ; 
This  foul  Egyptian  hath  betrayed  me : 
My  fleet  have  yielded  to  tlie  foe ;  and  yonder 
They  cast  their  caps  up,  and  carouse  together 
Like  friends  long  lost.    Triple-turn'd  whore  !  §  tis  thou 
Hast  sold  me  to  this  novice ;  and  my  heart 
Makes  only  wars  on  thee. — ^Bid  them  all  fly ; 
For  when  I  am  revenged  upon  my  charm, 

I  have  done  all : — Bid  them  all  fly,  begone.  [Exit  ScAEUS, 

O  sun,  thy  uprise  sliall  I  see  no  more  : 
Fortune  and  Antony  part  here  ;  even  here 

*  Solemnly.  t  Discover  their  numbers,  and  see  their  motions. 

X  Without. 

S  Cleopatra  first  belong-ed  to  Julius  Cccsar,  then  to  Antony,  r.nd  now, 
as  Antony  supposes,  to  Augustus. 
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Do  we  shake  hands.— All  come  to  this  ?— The  hearts 

That  spaniel'd  me  at  heels,  to  whom  I  gave 

Their  ^\'ishes,  do  discandy,  melt  their  sweets 

On  blossoming  Caesar ;  and  this  pine  is  bark'd, 

That  overtopp'd  them  all.    Betray'd  I  am  : 

O  this  false  soul  of  Egypt !  this  grave  charm,  * 

Whose  eye  beck'd  f  forth  my  wars,  and  call'd  them  home ; 

Whose  bosom  was  my  cro^^•net,  X  my  chief  end, 

Like  a  right  gipsy,  hath,  at  fast  and  loose, 

Beguiled  me  to  the  verv  heart  of  loss.  § — 

^^'hat,  Eros,  Eros ! 

i:nter  Cleopatea. 
Ah,  thou  spell !  Avaunt. 

Cleo.  Why  is  my  lord  enraged  against  his  love  ? 

Ant.  Vanish ;  or  I  shall  give  thee  thy  deserving. 
And  blemish  Ca;.sar's  triumph.    Let  him  take  thee, 
And  hoist  thee  np  to  the  shouting  plebeians : 
Follow  his  chariot,  like  the  greatest  spot 
Of  all  thy  sex  ;  most  monster-like,  be  shown 
For  poor'st  diminutives,  to  dolts ;  i\  and  let 
Patient  Octavia  plough  thy  visage  up 

With  her  prepared  nails.  [Exit  Cleo.]  'Tis  well  thou'rt  gone 
If  it  be  well  to  live :  But  better  'twere 
Thou  fell'st  into  my  fury,  for  one  death 
Might  have  prevented  many.^ — Eros,  ho  ! — 
The  shirt  of  Nessus  is  upon  me :  Teach  me, 
Alcides,  thou  mine  ancestor,  thy  rage : 
Let  me  lodge  Lichas  on  the  horns  o'  the  moon ; 
And  with  those  hands,  that  grasp'd  the  heaviest  club, 
Subdue  my  worthiest  self.    The  witch  shall  die  ; 
To  the  Roman  boy  she  hath  sold  me,  and  I  fall ; 
L'nder  this  plot :  she  dies  for't — Eros,  ho  !  \^Exit. 

SCENE  XI. — Alexandria.    A  Boom  in  the  Palace. 

Enter  Cleopatea,  Chaumian,  Ieas,  and  Makdi-vn. 

Cleo.  Help  me,  my  women  !  O,  he  is  more  mad 
Than  Telamon  for  his  shield ;  the  boar  of  Thessaly 
Was  never  so  emboss'd.  ^ 

Char.  To  the  monument ; 
There  lock  yourself,  and  send  him  word  you  are  dead. 
The  soul  and  body  rive  not  more  in  parting, 
Than  greatness  going  oft". 

Cleo.  To  the  monument : — 
5Iardian,  go  tell  him  I  have  slain  myself; 
Say,  that  the  last  I  spoke  was  Antony, 
And  word  it,  pr'ythee,  piteously :  Hence, 
!Mardian  ;  and  bring  me  how  he  takes  my  death. — 
To  the  moniuuent.  [Exeunt. 

*  Deadly  witchcraft.  t  Was  the  motion  for. 

*  My  coronet.  §  Utmost  loss. 
i  For  the  smallest  pieces  of  money  to  clowns. 

•:  Foaming  at  the  mouth. 
VOL.  IV.  1 
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SCENE  XII.—The  same.    Ajiother  Soom. 
Enter  ANTONY  and  EfiOS. 

Ant.  Eros,  tbou  yet  behold'st  me? 

Eros.  Ay,  noble  lord. 

Ant.  Sometime,  we  see  a  cloud  that's  dragonish ; 
A  vapour,  sometime,  like  a  bear,  or  lion, 
A  tower'd  citadel,  a  pendant  rock, 
A  forked  mountain,  or  blue  promontory 
With  trees  upon't,  that  nod  unto  the  world. 
And  mock  our  eyes  with  air :  Thou  hast  seen  these  signs  ; 
They  are  black  vesper's  pageants. 

Eros.  Ay,  my  lord. 

Ant.  That,  which  is  now  a  horse,  even  with  a  thought, 
The  rack  *  dishmns ;  and  makes  it  indistinct, 
As  water  is  in  water. 

Eros.  It  does,  my  lord. 

Ant.  My  good  knave,  Eros,  now  thy  captain  is 
Even  such  a  body :  here  I  am  Antony ; 
Yet  cannot  hold  this  visible  shape.    My  knave, 
I  made  these  wars  for  Egypt,  and  the  queen, — 
Whose  heart,  I  thought,  I  had,  for  she  had  mine — 
'^\^lich,  whilst  it  was  mine,  had  annex'd  uuto't 
A  million  more,  now  lost,— she,  Eros,  has 
Pack'd  cards  with  Ca;sar,  and  false  play'd  my  glory 
Unto  an  enemy's  triumph. — 
jS'ay,  weep  not,  gentle  Eros ;  there  is  left  us 
Ourselves  to  end  ourselves.    O,  thy  vile  lady  ! 

Enter  Maedian. 
She  has  robb'd  me  of  my  sword. 

Mar.  No,  Antony ; 
My  mistress  loved  thee,  and  her  fortunes  mingled 
"With  thine  entirely. 

A7it.  Hence,  saucy  eunuch  ;  peace  ; 
She  hath  betray'd  me,  and  shall  die  the  death. 

3Iar.  Death  of  one  person  can  be  paid  but  once ; 
And  that  she  has  discharged  :  What  thou  wouldst  do, 
Is  done  unto  thy  hand ;  the  last  she  spake 
Was,  Antony  !  most  noble  Antony  ! 
Then  in  the  midst  a  tearing  groan  did  break 
The  name  of  Antony ;  it  was  divided 
Between  her  heart  and  lips  :  she  render'd  life, 
Thy  name  so  buried  in  her. 

Ant.  Dead  thou  ? 

Mar.  Dead. 

Ant.  Eros,  imarm;  the  long  day's  task  is  done, 
And  we  must  s'eep : — That  thou  depart'st  hence  safe. 
Does  pay  thy  labour  richly ;  Go, — Oil]  pluck  off: — 

[Exit  MaediaX. 
The  seven-fold  shield  of  Ajax  cannot  keep 
The  battery  from  my  heart.    O.  cleave,  my  sides  ! 
*  The  fleeting  clouds. 
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Heart,  once  be  stronger  than  thy  continent,  * 

Crack  thy  frail  case ! — Apace,  Eros,  apace. — 

No  more  a  soldier : — Bruised  pieces,  go ; 

You  have  been  nobly  borne. — From  me  a  while. —    [_I!xit  Eeos. 

I  will  o'ertaJce  thee,  Cleopatra,  and 

Weep  for  my  pardon.    So  it  must  be,  for  now 

All  length  t  is  torture :— Since  the  torch  is  out, 

lie  down  and  stray  no  further :  Now  all  labour 

Mars  what  it  does ;  yea,  very  force  entangles 

Itself  with  strength  :  Seal  then,  and  all  is  done. 

Eros  ! — I  come,  my  queen : — Eros ! — Stay  for  me : 

"VYhere  souls  do  couch  on  flowers,  we'll  hand  in  hand. 

And  with  our  sprightly  port  make  the  ghosts  gaze : 

Dido  and  her  ^neas  shall  want  troops. 

And  all  the  haunt  be  ours. — Come,  Eros,  Eros ! 

Re-enter  Ebos. 

Eros.  "What  would  my  lord  ? 

Ant.  Since  Cleopatra  died, 
I  have  lived  in  such  dishonour,  that  the  gods 
Detest  my  baseness.    I,  that  with  my  sword 
Quarter'd  the  world,  and  o'er  green  Neptune's  back 
with  ships  made  cities,  condemn  myself,  to  lack 
The  courage  of  a  woman ;  less  noble  mind 
Than  she,  which,  by  her  death,  our  Csesar  tells, 
I  am  conqueror  of  myself .    Thou  art  sworn,  Eros, 
That,  when  the  exigent  should  come  (which  now 
Is  come  indeed),  when  I  should  see  behind  me 
The  inevitable  prosecution  of 
Disgrace  and  horror,  that,  on  my  command. 
Thou  then  wouldst  kill  me :  do't ;  the  time  is  come : 
Thou  strik'st  not  me,  'tis  Ctcsar  thou  defeat'st. 
Put  colour  in  thy  cheek. 

Eros.  The  gods  withhold  me ! 
Shall  I  do  that,  which  all  the  Parthian  darts. 
Though  enemy,  lost  aim,  and  could  not  ? 

Ant.  Eros, 
Wouldst  thou  be  window'd  in  great  Eome,  and  see 
Thy  master  thus  with  pleach'd  X  arms,  bending  down 
His  corrigible  §  neck,  his  face  subdued 
To  penetrative  1|  shame ;  whilst  the  wheel'd  seat 
Of  fortunate  Csesar,  drawn  before  him,  branded 
His  baseness  that  ensued  ?  % 

Eros.  I  would  not  see't. 

Ant.  Come  then ;  for  with  a  wound  I  must  be  cured. 
Draw  that  thy  honest  sword,  which  thou  hast  worn 
Most  useful  for  thy  country. 

Eros.  O,  Sir,  pardon  me. 

Ant.  When  I  did  make  thee  free,  swor'st  thou  not  then 
To  do  this  when  I  bade  thee  ?  Do  it  at  once ; 

*  /.  e.  than  what  contains  thee.  t  Protraction  of  life. 

J  Folded.  5  Corrected.  1|  Penetrating:. 

^  The  poor  conquered  creature  that  followed. 
12 
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Or  thy  precedent  services  are  all 

But  accidents  unpurposed.    Draw,  and  come. 

Eros.  Turn  from  me  then  that  noble  countenance, 
Wherein  the  worship  *  of  the  whole  world  lies. 

^?j^.  Lo  thee.  [^Tiirning  fromlihn. 

JSros.  My  sword  is  drawn. 

Ant.  Then  let  it  do  at  once 
The  thing  why  thou  hast  drawn  it. 

Eros.  My  dear  master, 
My  captain,  and  my  emperor  !  let  me  say, 
Before  I  strike  this  bloody  stroke,  farewell. 

Ant.  'Tis  said,  man ; — and  farewell. 

Eros.  Parewell,  great  chief.    Shall  I  strike  now  ? 

Ani.  Now,  Eros. 

Eros.  "Why,  there  tlien : — [Falls  on  his  Sword].       Thus  do  I 
escape  the  sorrow 
Of  Antony's  death.  [Dies. 

Ant.  Thrice  nobler  than  myself ! 
Thou  teachest  me,  O  valiant  Eros,  what 
I  should,  and  thou  couldst  not.    My  queen  and  Eros 
Have,  by  their  brave  instruction,  got  upon  me 
A  nobleness  in  record :  but  I  will  be 
A  bridegroom  in  my  death,  and  run  into't 
As  to  a  lover's  bed.    Come  then  ;  and,  Eros, 
Thy  master  dies  thy  scholar ;  to  do  thus    [FaUiint  on  his  Sword. 
I  learn'd  of  thee.    How  !  not  yet  dead  ?  not  dead  ? — 
The  guard ! — ho  ! — O,  despatch  me. 

Enter  Deecetas  and  GUARD. 

1  Guard.  What's  the  noise  ? 

Ant.  I  have  done  my  work  ill,  friends ;  O,  make  an  end 
Of  what  I  have  begun. 

2  Guard.  The  star  is  fallen. 

1  Guard.  And  time  is  at  his  period. 

All.  Alas,  and  woe  ! 

Ant.  Let  him  that  loves  me,  strike  me  dead. 

1  Guard.  Not  I. 

2  Guard.  Nor  I. 

3  Guard.  Nor  any  one.  [Exeunt  Gv.VRV. 
Der.  Thy  death  and  fortunes  bid  thy  followers  fly. 

This  sword  but  shown  to  Cscsar,  with  this  tidings, 
Shall  enter  me  with  him. 

Enter  DiOMEDES. 

Dio.  AVhere's  Antony  ? 

Der.  There,  Diomed,  there. 

Dio.  Lives  he  ? 
Wilt  thou  not  answer,  man  ?  [Exit  Dercetas. 

Ant.  Art  thou  there,  Diomed  ?  Draw  thy  sword,  and  give  me 
Sufficing  strokes  for  death. 

Dio.  Most  absolute  lord, 
My  mistress  Cleopatra  sent  me  to  thee. 

*  Dignity. 
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Ant.  "WTien  did  she  send  thee  ? 

Dio.  Now,  my  lord. 

Ant.  "Where  is  she  ? 

Dio.  Lock'd  in  lier  monument.    She  had  a  prophesying  fear 
Of  what  hath  come  to  pa,-;s  :  for  when  she  saw 
(Which  never  shall  be  found)  you  did  suspect 
She  had  disposed  *  with  Ca;sar,  and  that  your  rage 
Would  not  be  purged,  she  sent  you  word  she  was  dead ; 
But,  fearing  since  how  it  might  work,  hath  sent 
^le  to  proclaim  the  truth ;  and  I  am  come, 
I  dread,  too  late. 

Anf.  Too  late,  good  Diomed : — Call  my  guard,  I  pr'ythee. 

Dio.  "What  ho  !  the  emperors  guai'd  !    The  guard,  ^vhat  ho  ! 
Come,  your  lord  calls. 

Enter  some  of  the  Gu.iED. 

A)it.  Bear  me,  good  friends,  where  Cleopatra  hides  : 
'Tis  the  last  service  that  I  shall  command  you. 

1  Guard.  "Woe  are  we,  Sir,  you  may  not  live  to  wear 
All  your  true  follo^\ers  out. 

All.  Most  heavy  day  ! 

Ant.  Nay,  good  my  fellows,  do  not  please  sharp  fate 
To  grace  it  with  your  sorrows  :  bid  that  welcome 
Which  comes  to  punish  us,  and  we  punish  it 
Seeming  to  bear  it  lightly.    Take  me  up : 
I  have  led  you  oft ;  carry  me  now,  good  friends, 
And  have  my  thanks  for  all.  [Uxeuiif,  bearing  ANTONi'. 

SCEXE  XIII.— The  same.     A  Monument. 
Enter  above,  Cleopatka,  Chaemian,  and  Ieas. 
Cleo.  O,  Charmian,  I  will  never  go  from  hence. 
Char.  Be  comforted,  dear  madam. 
Cleo.  No,  I  will  not. 
All  strange  and  terrible  events  are  welcome. 
But  comforts  wc  despise  ;  our  size  of  sorrow, 
Proportion'd  to  our  cause,  must  be  as  great 

Enter  DiOMEDES. 
As  that  which  makes  it. — IIow  now  ?  is  he  dead  ? 

Dio.  His  death's  upon  him,  but  not  dead, 
liook  out  o'  the  other  side  your  monument. 
His  guard  hath  brought  him  thither. 

Enter  ANTONY,  home  hij  the  Guard. 

Cleo.  O  thou  sun. 
Burn  the  great  sphere  thou  movest  in  ! — darkling  stand 
The  varying  shore  o'  tbe  world  ! — O  Antony  1 
Antony,  Antony  ! — Charmian,  help ;  help,  Iras ; 
Help,  friends  below  ;  let's  draw  him  hither. 

Ant.  Peace : 
Not  Cicsar's  valour  hath  o'erthrown  Antony, 
But  Antony  hath  triumph'd  on  itself. 

*  Settled. 
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Cleo.  So  it  should  be,  that  none  but  Antony 
Should  conquer  Antony  ;  but  woe  'tis  so  ! 

Ant.  I  am  dying,  Egypt,  dying ;  only 
I  here  importune  death  awhile,  until 
Of  many  thousand  kisses  the  poor  last 
I  lay  upon  thy  lips. — 

Cleo.  I  dare  not,  dear 
(Dear  my  lord,  pardon),  I  dare  not, 
Lest  I  be  taken :  not  the  imperious  show 
Of  the  full-fortuned  Caesar  ever  shall 
Be  brooch'd*  with  me;  if  knife,  drugs,  serpents,  have 
Edge,  sting,  or  operation,  I  am  safe : 
Your  wife  Octavia,  with  her  modest  eyes. 
And  still  conclusion,t  shall  acquire  no  honour 
Demurring  upon  me. — But  come,  come,  Antony, — 
Help  me,  my  women, — we  must  draw  thee  up  ; — 
Assist,  good  friends. 

Ant.  O  quick,  or  I  am  gone. 

Cleo.  Here's  sport,  indeed ! — How  hea^'y  ^veighs  my  lord ! 
Our  strength  is  all  gone  into  heaviness, 
That  makes  the  weight :  Had  I  great  Juno's  power, 
The  strong-wing'd  Mercury  should  fetch  thee  up, 
And  set  thee  by  Jove's  side.    Yet  come  a  little, — 
Wishers  were  ever  fools ; — O,  come,  come,  come ; 

\Tliey  draw  ANTONY  «p 
And  welcome,  welcome !  die  where  thou  hast  lived : 
Quicken  with  kissing ;  had  my  lips  that  power, 
Thus  would  I  wear  them  out. 

All.  A  heavy  sight ! 

-4«i5.  I  am  dj-ing,  Egypt,  dying: 
Give  me  some  wine,  and  let  me  speak  a  little. 

Cleo.  No,  let  me  speak ;  and  let  me  rail  so  high, 
That  the  false  housewife  Fortune  break  her  wheel, 
Provoked  by  my  ofience. 

Ant.  One  word,  sweet  queen  : 
Of  Cffisar  seek  your  honour,  with  your  safety.— 0 ! 

Cleo.  They  do  not  go  together. 

Ant.  Gentle,  hear  me. 
Kone  about  Ccesar  trust,  but  Proculeius. 

Cleo.  My  resolution,  and  my  hands,  I'll  trust ; 
None  about  Cscsar. 

Ant.  The  luiserable  change  now  at  my  end, 
Lament  nor  sorrow  at :  but  please  your  thoughts, 
In  feeding  them  with  those  my  former  fortunes 
Wherein  I  lived,  the  greatest  prince  o'  the  world. 
The  noblest :  and  do  now  not  basely  die, 
Nor  cowardly  ;  put  off  my  helmet  to 
My  countryman,  a  lioman,  by  a  Roman 
Valiantly  vanquish'd.    Now,  my  spirit  is  going; 
I  can  no  more.  J  Vies. 

Cleo.  Noblest  of  men,  woo't  die  ? 
Hast  thou  no  care  of  me  ?  shall  I  abide 

*  Ornamented.  t  Sedate  determination. 
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In  this  dull  world,  -niucli  in  thy  absence  is 

No  better  than  a  stye  ? — O,  see,  my  women, 

The  cro\vn  o'  the  earth  doth  melt : — My  lord ! 

O,  wither'd  is  the  garland  of  the  war, 

The  soldier's  pole  is  fallen ;  young  boys,  and  girls, 

Are  level  now  with  men :  the  odds  is  gone,' 

And  there  is  nothing  left  remarkable 

Beneath  the  visiting  moon.  [She  faints. 

Char.  O,  quietness,  lady  ! 

Iras.  She  is  dead  too,  our  sovereign. 

Cfiar.  Lady, — 

Iras,  iladam, — 

Char.  O  madam,  madam,  madam  ! 

Iras.  Royal  Egypt ! 
Empress ! 

Char.  Peace,  peace,  Iras. 

Cleo.  Ko  more,  but  e'en  a  woman  ;  and  commanded 
By  such  poor  passion  as  the  maid  that  milks. 
And  does  the  meanest  chares.* — It  were  for  me 
To  throw  my  sceptre  at  the  injurious  gods ; 
To  tell  them,  that  this  world  did  equal  theirs. 
Till  they  had  stolen  our  jewel.    All's  but  naught ; 
Patience  is  sottish  ;  and  impatience  does 
Become  a  dog  that's  mad ;  Then  is  it  sin, 
To  rush  into  the  secret  house  of  death. 
Ere  death  dare  come  to  us  ?— How  do  you,  women  ? 
What,  ^vhat  ?  good  cheer !   AVhy,  how  now,  Charmian  ? 
My  noble  girls  !— Ah,  women,  women  !  look. 
Our  lamp  is  spent,  it's  out : — Good  Sirs,  take  heart  :— 

[To  the  guard  lelow 
We'll  bury  him  :  and  then,  what's  brave,  what's  noble, 
Let's  do  it  after  the  high  Roman  fashion. 
And  make  death  proud  to  take  us.    Come,  away : 
This  case  of  that  huge  spirit  now  is  cold. 
Ah,  women,  women  !  come  ;  we  have  no  friend 
But  resolution,  and  the  briefest  end. 

[Exeunt:  those  above  hearing  off  AJSTOUX's  lodr;. 


ACT  V. 

SCENE  I. — Ci:SAE's  Cwmp  lefore  Alexandria. 

Enter  Cj:sae,  Agkippa,  Dolabella,  Mecj:nas,  GALLrs, 
Pkoculeius,  and  others. 
C(Es.  Go  to  him,  Dolabella,  bid  him  yield ; 
Being  so  iVustrate,t  tell  him,  he  mocks  us  by 
The  pauses  that  he  makes. 
Dol.  Cfesar,  I  shall.  [Exit  Dolabella. 

Enter  Deecetas,  ivitli  tlie  Sword  o/ AJS'TONT. 
CcEs.  "Wherefore  is  that  ?  and  what  art  thou,  that  dar'st 
Appear  thus  to  us  ? 

*  Task- work.  f  Frustrated. 
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Ber.  I  am  call'd  Dercetas ; 
Mark  Antony  I  served,  mIio  best  was  worthy 
East  to  be  served :  whilst  he  stood  up  and  spoke, 
He  was  my  master ;  and  I  wore  my  life, 
To  spend  upon  his  haters :  If  thou  please 
To  take  me  to  thee,  as  I  was  to  him 
I'll  be  to  Csesar ;  if  thou  pleasest  not, 
I  yield  thee  up  my  life. 

CcBs.  What  is't  thou  say'st  ? 

Der.  I  say,  O  Cajsar,  Antony  is  dead. 

C(Bs.  The  breaking  of  so  great  a  thing  should  make 
A_  greater  crack :  The  round  world  should  have  shook 
Lions  into  civil  streets. 

And  citizens  to  their  dens : — The  death  of  Antony 
Is  not  a  single  doom ;  in  the  name  lay 
A  moiety  of  the  world. 

Der.  He  is  dead,  Cajsar ; 
Not  by  a  public  minister  of  justice, 
Nor  by  a  hired  knife ;  but  that  sell  hand, 
"Which  ■RTit  his  honour  In  the  acts  it  did. 
Hath,  with  the  courage  which  the  heart  did  lend  it, 
Splitted  the  heart. — This  is  his  sword, 
I  robb'd  his  wound  of  it ;  behold  it  stain'd 
With  his  most  noble  blood. 

CcES.  Look  you  sad,  friends  ? 
The  gods  rebuke  me,  but  it  is  a  tidings 
To  Avash  the  eyes  of  kings.* 

Agr.  And  strange  it  is, 
That  nature  must  compel  us  to  lament 
Our  most  persisted  deeds. 

Mec.  His  taints  and  honoiurs 
"Waged  equal  with  him. 

Agr.  A  rarer  spirit  never 
Did  steer  humanity :  but  you,  gods,  will  give  us 
Some  faults  to  make  us  men.    Cfesar  is  touch'd. 

Mec.  When  such  a  spacious  mirror  's  set  before  him, 
He  needs  must  see  himself. 

Cc£s.  O  Antony  ! 
I  have  follow'd  thee  to  this ; — But  wo  do  lance 
Diseases  in  our  bodies :  I  must  perforce 
Have  shown  to  thee  such  a  de(;linin"  day. 
Or  look  on  thine ;  we  could  not  stall  together 
In  the  whole  world.    But  yet  let  me  lament, 
With  tears  as  sovereign  as  the  blood  of  hearts. 
That  thou,  my  brother,  my  competitor, 
In  top  of  all  design,  my  mate  in  empire, 
Priend  and  companion  in  the  front  of  \^ar, 
The  arm  of  mine  own  body,  and  the  heart 
Where  mine  hist  thoughts  did  kindle, — that  our  stars, 
L'nreconcilable,  should  divide 
Our  equalness  to  this. — Hear  me,  good  friends, — 
But  I  will  tell  you  at  some  meeter  season ; 

*  To  make  kings  weep.  -f  It=. 
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Enter  a  Messengee. 
The  business  of  this  man  looks  out  of  him, 
"We'll  hear  him  what  he  says. — "Whence  are  you? 

3Iess.  A  poor  Egyptian  yet.    The  queen  my  mistress, 
Confined  in  all  she  has,  her  monument, 
Of  thy  intents  desires  instruction ; 
That  she  preparedly  may  frame  herself 
To  the  way  she's  forced  to. 

Cces.  Bid  her  have  good  heart ; 
She  soon  shall  know  of  us,  by  some  of  ours. 
How  honourable  and  how  kindly  we 
Determine  for  her ;  for  Caesar  cannot  live 
To  be  ungentle. 

3Iess.  So  the  gods  preserve  thee.  [ExiL 

Cces.  Come  hither,  Proculeius ;  Go,  and  saj-, 
Vi'e  purpose  her  no  shame :  give  her  what  comforts 
The  quality  of  her  passion  shall  require ; 
Lest,  in  her  greatness,  by  some  mortal  stroke 
She  do  defeat  us :  for  her  life  in  Home 
"Would  be  eternal  in  our  triumph :  Go, 
And,  with  your  speediest,  bring  us  what  she  say?. 
And  how  you  find  of  her. 

Pro.  Csesar,  I  shall.  [Exit  PEOCULEirs, 

Cas.  Gallus,  go  you  along. — Where's  Dolabelia, 
To  second  Proculeius  ?  [Exii  Gallu.s. 

Agr.  Mec.  Dolabelia ! 

Crt-s.  Let  him  alone,  for  I  remember  now 
How  he's  employ'd ;  he  shall  in  time  be  ready. 
Go  with  me  to  my  tent ;  where  you  shall  see 
How  hardly  I  was  drawn  into  this  war; 
How  calm  and  gentle  I  proceeded  still 
In  all  my  writings :  Go  with  me,  and  see 
A'v'hat  I  can  show  in  this.  lExeimf. 

SCEXE  IT. — Alexandria.    A  lioom  in  the  Monument. 
TSnter  Cleopatea,  CH.iEMlA>',  and  IbaS. 
Cleo.  ^ly  desolation  does  begin  to  make 
A  better  life :  "Tis  paltry  to  be  Cx-sar  ; 
Not  being  fortune,  he's  but  fortune's  knave,* 
A  minister  of  her  will ;  And  it  is  great 
To  do  that  thing  that  ends  all  other  deeds ; 
"\A"hich  shackles  accidents,  and  bolts  up  change  ; 
'^yhich  sleeps,  and  never  palates  more  the  dung. 
The  beggar's  nurse  and  Caesar's. 

Enter,  to  the  Gates  ofihe3Iomtmenf,  PeoculEIUS,  GaLLUS,  and 
Soldiers. 

Pro.  Cajsar  sends  greeting  to  the  queen  of  Egypt ; 
And  bids  thee  study  on  what  fair  demands 
Thou  mean'st  to  have  him  grant  thee. 

Cleo,  [loithiii^.  "What's  thy  name ? 
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Fro.  My  name  is  Proculeius. 

Cleo.  [within].  Antony- 
Did  tell  me  of  you,  bade  me  trust  you ;  but 
I  do  not  greatly  care  to  be  deceived, 
That  have  no  use  for  trusting.    If  your  master 
Would  have  a  queen  his  beggar,  you  must  tell  him. 
That  majesty,  to  keep  decorum,  must 
No  less  beg  than  a  kingdom  :  if  he  please 
To  give  me  conquer'd  Egypt  for  my  son. 
He  gives  me  so  much  of  mine  own,  as  I 
Will  kneel  to  him  with  thanks. 

Pro.  Be  of  good  cheer ; 
You  are  fallen  into  a  princely  hand,  fear  nothing : 
Make  your  full  reverence  freely  to  my  lord, 
Who  is  so  full  of  grace,  that  it  flows  over 
On  all  that  need :  Let  me  report  to  him 
Your  sweet  dependancy  ;  and  you  shall  find 
A  conqueror,  that  will  pray  in  aid  for  kindness. 
Where  he  for  grace  is  kneel'd  to. 

Cleo.  [toithin].  Pray  you,  tell  him 
I  am  his  fortune's  vassal,  and  I  send  him 
The  greatness  he  has  got.*    I  hourly  learn 
A  doctrine  of  obedience ;  and  would  gladly 
Look  him  i'  the  face. 

Fro.  This  I'll  report,  dear  lady. 
Have  comfort ;  for,  I  know,  your  plight  is  pitied 
Of  him  that  caused  it. 

Gal.  You  see  how  easily  she  may  be  surprised ; 

[iZere   Peoculeius,   and  two   of  tJie  guard,  ascend  the 
monument  by  a   ladder  placed  against  a  toindow,  and 
having  descended,  come  behind  CleopateA.     Some  of 
the  guard  unbar  and  open  the  gates. 
Guard  her  till  Caesar  come. 

\_To  Peoculeius  and  the  guard.    ILxit  Gallus. 

Iras.  Eoyal  queen ! 

Char.  O  Cleopatra !  thou  art  taken,  queen  ! — ■ 

Cleo.  Quick,  quick,  good  hands.  [Drawing  a  dagger. 

Fro.  Hold,  worthy  lady,  hold:  \ Seizes  and  disarms  her. 

Do  not  yourself  such  wrong,  who  are  in  this 
llelievcd,  but  not  betray'd. 

Cleo.  AVhat,  of  death  too, 
That  rids  our  dogs  of  languish  ? 

Fro.  Cleopatra. 
Do  not  abuse  my  master's  bounty,  by 
The  undoing  of  yourself :  let  the  world  see 
His  nobleness  well  acted,  which  your  death 
Will  never  let  come  forth. 

Cleo.  "NMierc  art  thou,  death  ? 
Come  hither,  come !  come,  come,  and  take  a  queen 
Worth  many  babes  and  begcrars ! 

Fro.  O,  temperance,  lady  ! 

*  I.  e.  her  crown. 
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Cleo.  Sir,  I  will  eat  no  meat,  I'll  not  drink,  Sir ; 
If  idle  talk  will  once  be  necessary, 
I'll  not  sleep  neither :  This  mortal  house  I'll  ruin, 
Do  Caesar  what  he  can.    Know,  Sir,  that  I 
Will  not  wait  pinion'd  at  your  master's  court ; 
Nor  once  be  chastized  with  the  sober  eye 
Of  dull  Octavia.    Shall  they  hoist  me  up. 
And  show  me  to  the  shouting  varletry 
Of  censuring  Eome  ?    Eather  a  ditch  in  Egypt 
Be  gentle  grave  to  me !  rather  on  JVilus'  mud 
Lay  me  stark  naked,  and  let  the  water-flies 
Blow  me  into  abhorring !  rather  make 
My  country's  high  pyramids  uiy  gibbet. 
And  hang  me  up  in  chains  ! 

Pro.  You  do  extend 
These  thoughts  of  horror  further  than  you  shall 
Find  cause  m  Crcsar. 

Enter  DOLABELLA, 

Dol.  Proculeius, 
What  thou  hast  done  thy  master  Csesar  knows. 
And  he  hath  sent  for  thee  :  as  for  the  queen, 
I'll  take  her  to  my  guard. 

Pro.  So,  Dolabella, 
It  shall  content  me  best :  be  gentle  to  ner. — 
To  Caesar  I  will  speak  what  you  shall  please.      \_To  Cleopatea. 
If  you'll  employ  me  to  him. 

Cleo.  Say,  I  would  die.       [Exeunt  PEOCULEirs,  and  Soldiers. 

Dol.  Most  noble  empress,  you  have  heard  of  me  ? 

Cleo.  I  cannot  tell. 

Dol.  Assuredly,  you  know  me. 

Cleo.  No  matter,  Sir,  what  I  have  heard,  or  known. 
Tou  laugh,  when  boys,  or  i^omen,  tell  their  dreams ; 
Is't  not  your  trick  P 

Dol.  I  understand  not,  madam. 

Cleo.  I  dream'd,  there  was  an  emperor  Antony ; — 
O,  such  another  sleep,  that  I  might  see 
But  such  another  man  ! 

Dol,  If  it  might  plea.se  you, — 

Cleo.  His  face  was  as  the  heavens ;  and  therein  stuck 
A  sun  and  moon  ;  which  kept  their  course,  and  lighted 
The  little  0,  the  earth. 

Dol.  Most  sovereign  creature, — ■ 

Cleo.  His  legs  bestrid  the  ocean  :  his  rear'd  arm 
Crested  the  world  :  his  voice  was  propertied 
As  all  the  tuned  spheres,  and  that  to  friends ; 
But  when  he  meant  to  quail  and  shake  the  orb. 
He  was  as  rattling  thunder.    For  his  bounty. 
There  was  no  winter  in't ;  an  autumn  'twas, 
Tliat  grew  the  more  by  reaping;  His  delights 
^A'ere  dolpliin-like ;  they  show  d  his  back  above 
The  element  they  lived  in :  In  his  livery 
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"VYalk'd  crowns,  and  crownets ;  realms  and  islands  were 
As  plates*  dropp'd  from  liis  pocket. 

Bol.  Cleopatra, — 

Cleo.  Think  you,  there  was,  or  might  be,  such  a  man 
As  this  I  dream'd  of  ? 

Dol.  Gentle  madam,  no. 

Cleo.  You  lie,  up  to  the  hearing  of  the  go:j. 
But,  if  there  be,  or  ever  were  one  such. 
It's  past  the  size  of  dreaming :  Nature  wants  stu? 
To  vie  strange  forms  with  fancy ;  yet,  to  imagins 
An  Antony,  were  nature]s  piece  'gainst  fancy. 
Condemning  shadows  quite. 

Dol.  Hear  me,  good  madam : 
Your  loss  is  as  yourself,  great ;  and  you  bear  \% 
As  answering  to  the  weight:  '\Yould  I  might  never 
O'ertake  pursued  success,  but  I  do  feel, 
By  the  rebound  of  yours,  a  grief  that  shoots 
My  very  heart  at  root. 

Cleo.  I  thank  you,  Sir. 
Know  you  what  Ctesar  means  to  do  with  me  ? 

Dol.  I  am  loath  to  tell  you  what  I  would  you  knew, 

Cleo.  Nay,  pray  you.  Sir, — 

Dol.  Though  he  be  honourable, — 

Cleo.  He'll  lead  me,  then,  in  triumph  ? 

Dol.  [Madam,  he  will ; 
I  know  it. 

Within.  Make  way  there, — Cfcsar. 

i:nler  C.ESAE,    GaLLFS,    PeOCCLETUS,    MECiENAS,    SELEUCUS, 
and  Attendants. 

CcBs.  Which  is  the  queen 
Of  Egypt  ? 

Dol.  'Tis  the  emperor,  madam.  [CLEOP.iTHA  kneels. 

Cces.  Arise, 

You  shall  not  kneel : 

I  pray  you,  rise ;  rise,  Egypt. 

Cleo.  Sir,  the  gods 
"\Yill  have  it  thus ;  my  master  and  my  lord 
I  must  obey. 

Cas.  Take  to  you  no  hard  thoughts : 
The  record  of  what  injuries  you  did  us. 
Though  written  in  our  flesh,  we  shall  remember 
As  things  but  done  by  chance. 

Cleo.  Sole  Sir  o'  the  world, 
I  cannot  projectf  mine  own  cause  so  well 
To  make  it  clear ;  but  do  confess,  I  have 
Been  laden  with  like  frailties,  which  before 
Have  often  shamed  our  sex. 

Cces.  Cleopatra,  know, 
"VYe  will  extenuate  rather  than  enforce  : 
If  you  apply  yourself  to  our  intents 
( \Yhich  towards  you  are  most  gentle),  you  shall  find 
*  Silver  money.  t  Shape  or  form. 
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A  benefit  in  this  change ;  but  if  you  seek 
To  lay  on  me  a  cruelty,  by  taking 
Antony's  course,  you  shall  bereave  yourself 
Of  my  good  purposes,  and  put  your  children 
To  that  destruction  which  I'll  guard  them  from, 
If  thereon  you  rely.    I'll  take  my  leave. 

Cleo.  And  may,  through  all  the  world :  'tis  yours :  and  we 
Your  'scutcheons,  and  your  signs  of  conquest,  shall 
Hang  in  what  place  you  please.    Here,  my  good  lord. 

CcBs.  You  shall  advise  me  in  all  for  Cleopatra. 

Cleo.  This  is  the  brief  of  money,  plate,  and  jewels, 
I  am  possess'd  of:  'tis  exactly  valued; 
Kot  petty  things  admitted. — "Where's  Seleucus  ? 

Sel.  Here,  madam. 

Cleo.  This  is  my  treasurer ;  let  him  speak,  my  lord, 
L'pon  his  peril,  that  I  have  reserved 
To  myself  nothing.    Speak  the  truth,  Seleucus. 

Sel.  Madam, 
I  had  rather  seel*  my  lips,  than,  to  my  peril. 
Speak  that  which  is  not. 

Cleo.  A^'hat  have  I  kept  back  ? 

Sel.  Enough  to  purchase  what  you  have  made  known. 

Ca;s.  Nay,  blush  not,  Cleopatra ;  I  approve 
Your  wisdom  in  the  deed. 

Cleo.  See,  Csesar !    O,  behold. 
How  pomp  is  follow'd !  mine  will  now  be  yours  ; 
And,  should  we  shift  estates,  yours  would  be  mine. 
The  ingratitude  of  this  Seleucus  does 
Even  make  me  wild : — O  slave,  of  no  more  trust 
Than  love  that's  hired  !— What,  goest  thou  back  ?  thou  shalt 
Go  back,  I  warrant  thee ;  but  I'll  catch  thine  eyes. 
Though  they  had  wings:  Slave,  soulless  \-illain,'dog ! 
O  rarely  base ! 

Cces.  Good  queen,  let  us  entreat  you. 

Cleo.  O  Cjesar,  what  a  wounding  shame  is  this ; 
That  thou,  vouchsafing  here  to  visit  me. 
Doing  the  honour  of  thy  lordliness 
To  one  so  meek,  that  mine  own  servant  should 
Parcel  t  the  sum  of  my  disgraces  by 
Addition  of  his  envy  !     Say,  good  Caesar, 
That  I  some  lady  trifles  have  reserved, 
Immoment  toys,  things  of  such  dignity 
As  we  greet  modern  X  friends  withal ;  and  say, 
Some  nobler  token  I  have  kept  apart 
For  Livia  and  Octavia,  to  induce 
Their  mediation  ;  must  I  be  unfolded 
"With  §  one  that  I  have  bred  ?    The  gods  !    It  smites  me 
Bene^ath  the  fall  I  have.    Pr'ythee,  go  hence  ;      [To  Seleucus. 
Or  I  shall  show  the  cinders  i  of  my  spirits 
Through  the  a.shes  of  my  chance  : — "\Vert  thou  a  man. 
Thou  v.'ouldst  have  mercy  on  me. 

*  Close  up,  tAdd  to.  J  Common. 

^  By«  5  Fire. 
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C(Es.  Forbear,  Seleucus.  {Tlx'it  Seleucus. 

Cleo.  Be  it  knowTi,  that  we,  the  greatest,  are  misthought 
For  things  that  others  do ;  and,  when  we  fall, 
"We  answer  others'  merits  in  our  name. 
Are  therefore  to  be  pitied. 

C(Es.  Cleopatra, 
Not  what  you  have  reserved,  nor  what  acknowledged. 
Put  we  i'  the  roll  of  conquest :  still  be  it  yours, 
Bestow  it  at  your  pleasure ;  and  believe, 
Cajsar  's  no  merchant,  to  make  prize  with  you 
Of  things  that  merchants  sold.    Therefore  be  cheer'd ; 
Make  not  your  thoughts  your  prisons :  no,  dear  queen  ; 
For  we  intend  so  to  dispose  you,  as 
Yourself  shall  give  us  counsel.    Feed,  and  sleep  : 
Our  care  and  pity  is  so  much  upon  you. 
That  we  remain  your  friend ;  And  so,  adieu. 

Cleo.  My  master,  and  my  lord ! 

Cas.  Not  so  :  Adieu.  {^xeunt  Cj3SAB,  and  his  train. 

Cleo.  He  words  me,  girls,  he  words  me,  that  I  should  not 
Be  noble  to  myself:  but  hark  thee,  Charmian. 

[  JFhispers  Chaemiax. 

Iras.  Finish,  good  lady ;  the  bright  day  is  done, 
And  we  are  for  the  dark. 
'*  Cleo.  Hie  thee  again  : 
I  have  spoke  already,  and  it  is  provided ; 
Go,  put  it  to  the  haste. 

Char.  Madam,  I  will. 

He-enter  DoLABELLA. 

Dol.  Where  is  the  queen  ? 

Char.  Behold,  Sir.  [Exit  CnABiiiAN. 

Cleo.  Dolabella? 

Dol.  JIadam,  as  thereto  sworn  by  your  command, 
"Which  my  love  makes  religion  to  obey, 
I  tell  you  this  :  Caesar  through  Syria 
Intends  his  journey ;  and,  ■within  three  days. 
You  with  your  children  ^vill  he  send  before : 
]Make  your  best  use  of  this  :  I  have  perform'd 
Your  pleasure,  and  my  promise. 

Cleo.  Dolabella, 
I  shall  remain  your  debtor. 

Dol.  I  your  servant. 
Adieu,  good  queen ;  I  must  attend  on  Cscsar. 

Cleo.  Farewell,  and  thanks.    [JSxit  Dolabella.]    Now,  Iras, 
what  think'st  thou  ? 
Thou,  an  Egyptian  puppet,  shall  be  shoAra 
In  Eome,  as  well  as  I :  mechanic  slaves, 
"With  greasy  aprons,  rules,  and  hammers,  shall 
Uplift  us  to  the  view ;  in  their  thick  breaths. 
Hank  of  gross  diet,  shall  we  be  enclouded. 
And  forced  to  drink  their  vapour. 

Iras.  The  gods  forbid ! 

Cleo.  Nay,  'tis  most  certain,  Iras  :  Saucy  lictors 
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"Will  catch  at  us,  like  strumpets ;  and  scald  rhymers 

Ballad  us  out  o'  tune :  the  quick*  comedians 

Extemporally  will  stage  us,  and  present 

Our  Alexandrian  revels ;  Antony 

Shall  be  brought  drunken  forth,  and  I  shall  see 

Some  squeaking  Cleopatra  boyf  my  greatness, 

I'  the  posture  of  a  whore. 

Iras.  O  the  good  gods ! 

Cleo.  Nay,  that  is  certain. 

Iras.  I'll  never  see  it ;  for,  I  am  sure,  my  nails 
Are  stronger  than  mine  eyes. 

Cleo.  Why  that's  the  way 
To  fool  their  preparation,  and  to  conquer 
Their  most  absurd  intents. — Now,  Charmian  ? — 

Enfer  Chabmian. 
Show  me,  my  women,  like  a  queen ; — Go  fetch 
My  best  attires ; — I  am  again  for  Cydnus, 
To  meet  Mark  Antony  : — Sirrah,  Iras,  go. — 
Now,  noble  Charmian,  well  despatch  indeed : 
And,  when  thou  hast  done  this  chare,^  I'll  give  thee  leave 
To  play  till  doomsday. — Bring  our  crown  and  all. 
"Wherefore's  this  noise  ?  [Exit  Ikas.    A  noise  within. 

JEnter  one  of  the  Gtjaed. 

Guard.  Here  is  a  rural  fellow. 
That  will  not  be  denied  your  highness'  presence ; 
He  brings  you  figs. 

Cleo.  Let  him  come  in.    How  x)oor  an  instrument 

[JSxit  GlTAED. 
May  do  a  noble  deed  !  he  brings  me  liberty. 
My  resolution  's  placed,  and  I  have  nothing 
Of  woman  in  me :  Now  from  head  to  foot 
I  am  marble-constant :  now  the  fleeting  §  moon 
No  planet  is  of  mine. 

He-enter  GrAED,  tcith  a  Clown  hringing  a  laslcet. 

Quarcl.  This  is  the  man. 

Cleo.  Avoid,  and  leave  him.  \_Hxit  GuAED. 

Hast  thou  the  pretty  wormjl  of  Nilus  there, 
That  kills  and  pains  not  ? 

Clown.  Truly  I  have  him :  but  I  would  not  be  the  party  that 
should  deshe  you  to  touch  him,  for  his  biting  is  immortal ;  those 
that  do  die  of  it,  do  seldom  or  never  recover. 

Cleo.  Eemember'st  thou  any  that  have  died  on't  ? 

Clown.  Very  many,  men  and  women  too.  I  heard  of  one 
of  them  no  longer  than  yesterday :  a  very  honest  woman, 
but  something  given  to  lie ;  as  a  woman  should  not  do,  but 
in  the  way  of  honesty:  how  she  died  of  the  biting  of  it,  what 
pain  she  felt, — Truly,  she  makes  a  very  good  report  o'  the  worm : 
But  he  that  will  believe  all  that  they  say,  shall  never  be  saved  by 

*  Lively.  t  Female  characters  were  played  by  boys, 

t  Job  of  work.  §  Inconstant.  li  Serpent. 
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half  that  they  do  :  But  this  is  most  falhble,  the  worm  's  an  odd 
worm. 

Cleo.  Get  thee  hence ;  farewell. 

Clown.  I  wish  you  all  joy  of  the  worm. 

Cleo.  Farewell.  [Clown  sets  down  the  basket. 

Cloion.  You  must  think  this,  look  you,  that  the  worm  will  do 
his  kind.* 

Cleo.  Ay,  ay  ;  farewell, 

Clown.  Look  you,  the  worm  is  not  to  he  trusted,  hut  in  the 
keeping  of  wise  people ;  for,  indeed,  there  is  no  goodness  in  the 
worm. 

Cleo.  Take  thou  no  care ;  it  shall  be  heeded. 

Clown.  Yery  good :  give  it  nothing,  I  pray  you,  for  it  is  not 
worth  the  feeding. 

Cleo.  Will  it  eat  me  ? 

Cloivn.  You  must  not  think  I  am  so  simple,  but  I  know  the 
devil  himself  will  not  eat  a  woman  :  I  know,  that  a  woman  is  a 
dish  for  the  gods,  if  the  devil  dress  her  not.  But,  truly,  these 
same  « horeson  devils  do  the  gods  great  harm  in  their  women ; 
for  in  every  ten  that  they  make,  the  devils  mar  five. 

Cleo.  Well,  get  thee  gone ;  farewell. 

Cloivn.  Yes,  forsooth ;  I  wish  you  joy  of  the  worm.  \_ExiL 

Re-enter  Ibas,  lolth  a  role,  crotcn,  ^~c. 

Cleo.  Give  me  my  robe,  put  on  my  crown ;  I  have 
Immortal  longings  in  me  :  Now  no  more 
The  juice  of  Egypt's  grape  shall  moist  this  lip : — 
Yare,  yare.t  good  Iras ;  quick.— Metliinks,  I  hear 
Antony  call ;  I  see  him  rouse  himself 
To  praise  my  noble  act ;  I  hear  him  mock 
The  luck  of  Caesar,  which  the  gods  give  men 
To  excuse  their  after  wrath  :  Husband,  I  come : 
Now  to  that  name  my  courage  prove  my  title  ! 
I  am  fire,  and  air ;  my  other  elements 
I  give  to  baser  life. — So, — have  you  done  ? 
Come  then,  and  take  the  last  warmth  of  my  lips. 
Parewell,  kind  Charmian  ; — Iras,  long  farewell. 

[Kisses  them.     IkaS  falls  and  dics.X 
Have  I  the  aspic  in  my  lips  ?    Dost  fall  ? 
If  thou  and  nature  can  so  gently  part, 
The  stroke  of  death  is  as  a  lover's  pinch. 
Which  hurts,  and  is  desired.    Dost  thou  lie  s(ill  ? 
If  thus  thou  vanishcst,  thou  tell'st  the  world 
It  is  not  worth  leave-taking. 

Char.  Dissolve,  thick  cloud,  and  rain ;  that  I  may  say 
The  gods  themselves  do  weep  ! 

Cleo.  This  proves  me  base : 
If  she  first  meet  the  curled  Antony, 
He'll  make  demand  of  her ;  and  .«pend  that  kiss, 

*  Act  accordiiif?  to  his  nature.  t  Make  ha?>te. 

t  We  must  suppose  from  having  applied  an  asp  to  lier  own  arm. 
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Which  is  my  heaven  to  have*    Come,  mortal  wretch, 

'iTo  the  asp,  ichich  she  applies  to  her  Inasf. 
With  thy  sharp  teeth  this  knot  intrinsicate 
Of  life  at  once  untie :  poor  venomous  fool. 
Be  angry,  and  despatch.    O,  couldst  thou  speak ! 
That  I  might  hear  thee  call  great  Ca}sar,  ass 
Unpolicied !  t 

Char.  O  eastern  star ! 

Cleo.  Peace,  peace ! 
Dost  thou  not  see  my  baby  at  my  breast, 
That  sucks  the  nurse  asleep  ? 

Char.  O,  break !    O,  break ! 

Cleo.  As  sweet  as  balm,  as  soft  as  air,  as  gentle, — 
O  Antony ! — Nay,  I  will  take  thee  too : — 

l^Applying  another  asp  to  her  arm. 

What  should  I  stay IFalls  on  a  led,  and  dies. 

^  Char.  In  this  vile  world  ? — So,  fare  thee  well. — 
Kow  boast  thee,  death  !  in  thy  possession  lies 
A  lass  unparallel'd. — Downy  windows,  close ;+ 
And  golden  Phoebus  never  be  beheld 
Of  eyes  again  so  royal !    Your  crown  's  awry ; 
I'll  mend  it,  and  then  play.§ 

Enter  the  GUAKD,  rushing  in. 

1  Guard.  Where  is  the  queen  ? 
Char.  Speak  softly,  wake  her  not. 
1  Guard.  Caesar  hath  sent— 

Char.  Too  slow  a  messenger. —  \_Applies  the  asp. 

O,  come ;  apace,  despatch  :  I  partly  feel  thee. 

1  Guard.  Approach,  ho  !    All's  not  well :  Csesar  's  beguiled. 

2  Guard.  There's  Dolabella  sent  from  Caesar; — call  him. 

1  Guard.  AVhat  work  is  here  ? — Charmian,  is  this  well  done  ? 
Char.  It  is  well  done,  and  fitting  for  a  princess 

Descended  of  so  many  royal  kings. 

Ah,  soldier !  [Bi-es. 

Elder  DOLABELLA. 

Bol.  How  goes  it  here  ? 

2  Guard.  All  dead. 

Do!.  Csesar,  thy  thoughts 
Touch  their  etfects  in  this :  Thyself  art  coming 
To  see  perform'd  the  dreaded  act,  which  thou 
So  sought'st  to  hinder. 

Within.  A  v/ay  there,  way  for  C»sar  ! 

Enter  C-ESAE,  and  Attendants. 

Eol.  O,  Sir,  you  are  too  sure  an  atigurer ; 
That  you  did  fear,  is  done. 

Cces.  Bravest  at  the  la.st : 
She  levell'd  at  our  purposes,  and,  being  royal, 

*  He  will  give  her  that  kiss  for  her  intelligence,  which,  kc. 

t  Impolitic.  t  She  says  tliis,  closing  Cleoi)atra"s  eyes. 

4    i.  e.  my  own  part. 

VOL.  IV.  K 
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Took  licr  own  way. — The  manner  of  their  deaths  ? 
I  do  not  see  them  bleed. 

Dol.  Who  was  last  Avith  them  ? 
■  1  Guard.  A  simple  countryman,  that  brought  her  figs ; 
This  was  his  basket. 

CcBs.  Poison'd  then. 

1  Onanl.  O  Cajsar, 
This  Charmian  lived  but  now ;  she  stood,  and  spake  : 
I  found  her  trimmiiiK  up  the  diadem 
On  her  dead  mistress  ;  tremblingly  she  stood. 
And  on  the  sudden  dropp'd. 

CcEs.  O  noble  weakness  ! — 
If  they  had  swalloA^^d  poison,  'twould  appear 
Ey  external  swelling  :  but  she  looks  like  sleep, 
As  she  would  catch  another  Antony 
In  her  strong  toil  of  grace. 

Dol.  Here,  on  her  breast, 
There  is  a  vent  of  blood,  and  something  blown  :* 
The  like  is  on  her  arm. 

1  Guard.  This  is  an  aspic's  trail :  and  these  fig-leaves 
Have  slime  upon  them,  such  as  the  aspic  leaves 
Upon  the  caves  of  Kile. 

C(2s.  jNIost  probable. 
That  so  she  died ;  for  nor  physician  tells  me, 
She  had  pursued  conclusions f  infinite, 
Of  easy  ways  to  die.— Take  up  her  bed ; 
And  bear  her  women  from  the  monument : — 
She  shall  be  buried  by  her  Antony : 
Ko  grave  upon  the  earth  shall  dipt  in  it 
A  pair  so  famous.    High  events  as  these 
Strike  those  that  make  them :  and  their  story  is 
No  less  in  pity,  than  his  glory,  ^vhich 
Brought  them  to  be  lamented.    Our  army  shall, 
In  solemu  show,  attend  the  funeral ; 
And  then  to  Rome. — Come,  Dolaljella,  see 
High  order  in  this  great  solemnity.  {E.rr-unt 

*  Swollen.  t  Tried  experiments.  }  Enfold. 
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ACT  I. 

SCENB  I.—Athem.    A  Hall  in  Timon's  JIou.se. 

Enter  Poet,  Painter,  Jeweller,  Merchant,  and  others,  at 
several  Doors. 

Poet.  Good  day.  Sir. 

Fain.  I  am  glad  you  are  well. 

Foet.  I  have  not  seen  you  long  ;  How  goes  the  world  ? 

Fai)i.  It  wears,  Sir,  as  it  grows. 

Poet.  Ah,  that's  well  known : 
But  what  particular  rarity  ?  what  strange, 
AVhich  manifold  record  not  matches  ?  See, 
Magic  of  bounty  !  all  these  spirits  thy  power 
Hath  conjured  to  attend.  I  know  the  merchant. 

Paih.  I  know  them  both  ;  t'other 's  a  jeweller. 

Mer.  O,  'tis  a  worthy  lord  ! 

Jevj.  Nay,  that's  most  fixed. 

Mer.  A  most  incomparable  man  ;  breathed,  *  as  it  wero, 
To  an  vmtirable  and  continuate  f  goodness  : 
He  passes.  X 


*  Inured  by  constant  practice. 

i  Goes  beyond  common  bounds 
k2 


+  Continual. 
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Jevj.  I  have  a  jewel  here. 

Mei:  O,  pray,  lei's  see"t :  For  the  lord  Timou,  Sir  ? 

Jew.  If  he  \Yill  touch  the  estimate  :*  But,  for  that 

Poet,  t  When  ice  for  recompense  have  praised  the  vile, 
If  stains  the  glory  in  that  happy  terse 
irhick  aptly  sings  the  good. 

Jler.  'Tis  a  good  form_.  [Looking  at  the  Jc-cl. 

Jew.  And  rich :  here  is  a  ^vater,  look  you. 

Fain.  You  are  apt,  Sir,  in  some  work,  some  dedication 
To  the  great  lord. 

Foef.  A  thing  slipp'd  idly  from  me. 
Our  poesy  is  a.s  a  gum,  which  oozes 
From  whence  'tis  nourished  :  The  fire  i'  the  flint 
Shows  not,  till  it  be  struck ;  our  gentle  flame 
Provokes  itself,  and,  like  the  current,  flies 
Each  bound  it  chafes.    "What  have  you  there  ? 

Fain.  A  picture,  Sir. — And  \\hen  comes  your  book  forth ? 

Foet.  Upon  the  heels  of  my  presentment,  J  Sir, 
Let 's  see  your  i)iece. 

Fain.  'Tis  a  good  piece. 

Foet.  So  'tis  :  this  comes  off  well  and  excellent. 

Pai7i.  Indifferent. 

Foet.  Admirable  :  How  this  grace 
Speaks  his  own  standing  !  what  a  mental  power 
This  eye  shoots  forth  !  how  big  imagination 
^Moves  in  this  lip  !  to  the  dumbness  of  the  gesture 
One  might  interpret. 

Fain.  It  is  a  pretty  mocking  of  the  life. 
Here  is  a  touch ;  Is't  good  ? 

Foet.  ril  say  of  it. 
It  tutors  nature  :  artificial  strife  § 
Lives  in  those  touches,  livelier  than  life. 

Enter  certain  Senators,  and  pass  over. 
Fain.  How  this  lord 's  follow'd  ! 
Foet.  The  senators  of  Athens : — Happy  men  ! 
Fain.  Look,  more ! 

Foet.  You  see  this  confluence,  this  great  flood  of  visitors. 
I  have,  in  this  rough  work,  slia]ied  out  a  man, 
"Whom  this  beneath  world  doth  embrace  and  hug 
"With  amplest  entertainment :  My  free  drift 
Halts  not  particularly,  l|  but  moves  itself 
In  a  wide  sea  of  wax :  *■  no  levell'd  malice 
Infects  one  comma  in  the  course  I  hold  ; 
But  flies  an  eagle  flight,  bold,  and  forth  on. 
Leaving  no  tract  liehind. 

Fain.  How  shall  I  understand  you  ? 
Foef.  I'll  unbolt  **  to  you. 

*  Give  the  price.  t  Reading:  his  poem. 

i  As  soon  as  my  book  has  been  presented  to  Timou. 

{>  I.  e.  the  contest  of  art  with  nature. 

d   Does  not  stop  at  any  particular  cliaractcr. 

•f  Anciently  they  wrote  upon  wax  tablets  with  an  iron  pen. 

**  Explain. 
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You  see  how  all  conditions,  how  all  minds 

(As  well  of  glib  and  slippery  creatures,  as 

Of  grave  and  austere  quality),  tender  down 

Their  services  to  lord  Timon  :  his  large  fortune, 

Upon  his  good  and  gracious  nature  hanging, 

Subdues  and  properties  to  his  love  and  tendance 

All  sorts  of  hearts ;  yea,  from  the  glass-faced  flatterer  * 

To  Apemantus,  that  few  things  loves  better 

Than  to  abhor  himself :  even  he  drops  down 

The  knee  before  him,  and  returns  in  peace 

Most  rich  in  Timon's  nod. 

Pain.  I  saw  them  speak  together. 

Poet.  Sir,  I  have  upon  a  high  and  pleasant  hill, 
Feign'd  Fortune  to  be  throned  :  The  base  o'the  mount 
Is  rank'd  with  all  deserts,  f  all  kind  of  natures, 
That  labour  on  the  bosom  of  this  sphere 
To  propagate  their  states :  %  amongst  thom  all. 
Whose  ejes  are  on  this  sovereign  lady  fix'd, 
One  do  I  personate  of  lord  Timon's  frame, 
Whom  Fortune  with  her  ivory  hand  wafts  to  her ; 
"Whose  present  grace  to  present  slaves  and  servants 
Translates  his  rivals. 

Pain.  'Tis  conceived  to  scope. 
This  throne,  this  Fortune,  and  this  hill,  methinks. 
With  one  man  bekon'd  from  the  rest  belo\v. 
Bowing  his  head  against  the  steepy  mount 
To  climb  his  happiness,  would  be  well  e.xpress'd 
In  our  condition. 

Poet.  Nay,  Sir,  but  hear  me  on  : 
All  those  which  were  his  fellows  but  of  late 
(Some  better  than  his  value),  on  the  moment 
Follow  his  strides,  his  lobbies  fill  ^^ith  tendance, 
Rain  sacrificial  whisperings  in  his  ear. 
Make  sacred  even  his  stirrup,  and  through  him 
Drink  the  free  air. 

Pain.  Ay,  marry,  what  of  these  ? 

Poet.  When  Fortune,  in  her  shift  and  change  of  mood. 
Spurns  diovra.  her  late  beloved,  all  his  dependants, 
Which  labour'd  after  him  to  the  mountain's  top. 
Even  on  their  knees  and  hands,  let  him  slip  down. 
Not  one  accompanying  his  declining  foot. 

Pain.  'Tis  common  : 
A  thousand  moral  paintings  I  can  show 
That  shall  demonstrate  these  quick  blo\^■s  of  fortuno 
More  pregnantly  than  words.    Yet  you  do  well. 
To  show  lord  Timon,  tiiat  mean  eyes  have  seen 
The  foot  above  the  head. 

Trumpets  sound.     Enter  TiMOX,  attended;  the  SE^vYA^"T  cf 
Ventidius  talking   icith  him. 

Tim.  Imprison'd  is  he,  say  you  ? 

*  One  who  shows  by  reflection  the  looks  of  liis  patron. 
t  Crowded  with  people  of  all  classes  of  merit, 
t  To  advance  their  condition  of  life. 
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Ten.  Sen.  Ay,  my  good  lord :  five  talents  is  Ms  debt ; 
His  means  most  short,  his  creditors  most  strait : 
Your  honourable  letter  he  desires 
To  those  have  shut  him  up ;  which  failing  to  him, 
Periods  his  comfort. 

Tim.  Noble  Ventidius  !  Well ; 
I  am  not  of  that  feather,  to  shake  off 
My  friend  when  he  must  need  me.    I  do  know  him 
A  gentleman,  that  ^^cU  deserves  a  help, 
Which  he  shall  have :  I'll  pay  the  debt,  and  free  him. 

Ven.  Sere.  Your  lordship  ever  binds  him. 

Tim.  Commend  me  to  him :  I  mil  send  his  ransom  ; 
And,  being  enfranchised,  bid  him  come  to  me : — 
'Tis  not  enough  to  help  the  feeble  up. 
But  to  support  him  after. — Fare  you  well. 

Ven.  Serf.  All  happiness  to  your  honour  !  {.Exit. 

Enter  an  old  Athexiax. 

Old  Atli.  Lord  Timon,  hear  me  speak. 

Tim.  Freely,  good  father. 

Old  Atli.  Thou  hast  a  servant  named  Lucilius. 

Tim.  I  have  so  :  '\Miat  of  him  ? 

Old  Afh.  Most  noble  Timon,  call  the  man  before  thee. 

Tim.  Attends  he  here,  or  no  ? — Lucilius  ! 

Enter  LuciLlus. 

Luc.  Here,  at  your  lordship's  service. 

Old  Ath.  This  fellow  here,  lord  Timon,  this  thy  creature. 
By  night  frequents  my  house.    I  am  a  man 
That  from  my  first  Imvo  been  inclined  to  tlu-ift ; 
And  my  estate  deserves  an  heir  more  raised. 
Than  one  which  holds  a  trencher. 

Tim.  Well :  what  further  ? 

Old  Ath.  One  only  dauditer  have  I,  no  kin  else. 
On  whom  I  may  confer  what  I  have  got : 
The  maid  is  fair,  o'  the  yovmgest  for  a  bride. 
And  I  have  bred  her  at  my  dearest  cost. 
In  qualities  of  the  best.    This  man  of  thine 
Attempts  her  love :  I  pr'ythee,  noble  lord. 
Join  ^vith  me  to  forbid  him  her  resort ; 
Myself  have  spoke  in  vain. 

Tim.  The  man  is  honest. 

Old  Ath.  Therefore  he  will  be,  Timon : 
Hls  honesty  rewards  him  in  itself. 
It  must  not  bear  my  daughter. 

Tim.  Does  she  love  him  ? 

Old  Ath.  She  is  youniz,  and  apt : 
Our  own  precedent  passions  do  instruct  us 
What  levity 's  in  youth. 

Tim.  [("o  LrciLirs].  Love  you  the  maid? 

Luc.  Ay,  my  good  lord,  and  she  accepts  of  it. 

Old  Ath.  If  ill  her  marriage  my  consent  be  mi-sing, 
I  call  the  cods  to  witness,  I  will  choose 
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iline  heir  from  forth  the  beggars  of  the  world. 
And  dispossess  her  all. 

Tim.  How  shall  she  be  endow'd, 
If  she  be  mated  with  an  equal  husband? 

Old  Ath.  Three  talents,  on  the  present ;  in  future,  all. 

Tim.  This  gentleman  of  mine  hath  served  me  long  ; 
To  build  his  fortune,  I  will  strain  a  little. 
For  'tis  a  bond  in  men.    Give  him  thy  daughter : 
T^'hat  you  bestow,  in  him  I'll  counterpoise, 
And  make  him  weigh  with  her. 

Old  Ath.  Most  noble  lord, 
Pawn  me  to  this  your  honour,  she  is  his. 

Tim.  My  hand  to  thee ;  mine  honour  on  my  promise. 

Luc.  Humbly  I  thank  your  lordship :  Never  may 
That  state  or  fortune  fall  into  my  keeping, 
AYhich  is  not  owed  *  to  you  ! 

[Exeunt  LuciLirs  and  old  AtiieXIAN. 

Poet.  Vouchsafe  my  labour,  and  long  live  your  lordship  ! 

Tim.  I  thank  you ;  you  shall  hear  from  me  anon  : 
Go  not  away. — "What  have  }0U  there,  my  friend ? 

Pain.  A  piece  of  painting,  which  I  do  beseech 
Tour  lordship  to  accept. 

Tim.  Painting  is  welcome. 
The  painting  is  almost  the  natural  man  ; 
For  since  dishonour  traffics  with  man's  nature, 
He  is  but  outside  ;  These  pencil'd  figures  are 
Even  such  as  they  give  out.    I  like  your  work  ; 
And  you  shall  find,  I  like  it :  wait  attendance 
Till  you  hear  further  from  me. 

Pain.  The  gods  preserve  you ! 

Tim.  Well  fare  you,  gentlemen  :  Give  me  your  hand ; 
We  must  needs  dine  together. — Sir,  your  jewel 
Hath  suflTei-'d  under  praise. 

Jeic.  What,  my  lord  ?  dispraise  ? 

Tim.  A  mere  satiety  of  commendations. 
If  I  should  pay  you  for 't  as  'tis  extoU'd, 
It  would  unclew  t  me  quite. 

Jew.  My  lord,  'tis  rated 
As  those,  which  sell,  would  give,  but  you  well  kuov,- 
Things  of  like  value,  differing  in  the  oiA-ners, 
Are  prized  by  X  their  masters;  believe 't,  dear  lord, 
You  mend  the  jewel  by  wearing  it. 

Tim.  Well  mock'd. 

Mer.  No,  my  good  lord  ;  he  speaks  the  common  tongue. 
Which  all  men  speak  with  him. 

Tim.  Look,  who  comes  here.    Will  you  be  chid  ? 

Enter  Apemaxtus. 

Jev:.  Wo  will  bear,  wiili  your  lordship. 

2Ier.  He'll  spare  none. 

Tim.  Good  morrow  to  lliec,  c^onile  Apemantus  ! 

*  Held  as  due.  i  Unwind.  t  Accordiajf  to. 
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Apem.  Till  1  be  gentle,  stay  for  tliy  good  morrow  ; 
When  thou  art  Tiniou's  dog,  and  these  knaves  honest. 

Tim.  Why  dost  thou  call  them  knaves  ?  thou  know'st  thorn  not. 

Apem.  Are  they  not  Athenians  ? 

Tim.  Yes. 

Apem.  Then  I  repent  not. 

Jew.  You  know  me,  Apemantus. 

dpem.  Thou  know'st  I  do ;  I  call'd  thee  by  thj'  name. 

Tim.  Thou  art  proud,  Apemantus. 

Apem.  Of  nothing  so  much,  as  that  I  am  not  like  Tiuion. 

Tim.  Whither  art  going  ? 

Apem.  To  knock  out  an  honest  Athenian's  brains. 

Tim.  That's  a  deed  thou'lt  die  for. 

Apem.  Eight,  if  doing  nothing  be  death  by  the  lav,-. 

Tim.  How  likest  thou  this  picture,  Apemantus  ? 

Apem.  The  best,  for  the  innocence. 

Tim.  Wrought  he  not  well,  that  painted  it  ? 

Apem.  He  wrought  better,  that  made  the  painter;  and  yet 
he's  but  a  filthy  piece  of  work. 

Pain.  You  are  a  dog. 

Apem.  Thy  mother 's  of  my  generation;  what's  she,  if  I  be  a  dog? 

Tim.  Wilt  dine  with  me,  Apemantus  ? 

Apem.  No ;  I  eat  not  lords. 

Tim.  An  thou  shouldst,  thou'dst  anger  ladies. 

Apem.  O,  they  eat  lords,  so  they  come  by  great  bellies. 

Tim.  That's  a  lascivious  apprehension. 

Apem..  So  thou  apprehend'st  it :  Take  it  for  thy  labour. 

Tim.  How  dost  thou  like  this  je\^■el,  Apemantus  ? 

Apem.  Not  so  well  as  plain-dealing,  which  v.'\\\  not  cost  a  man 
a  doit. 

Tim.  W^hat  dost  thou  think  'tis  worth  ? 

Apetn.  Not  worth  my  thinking. — How  now,  poet  ? 

Toet.  How  now,  philosopher  ? 

Apem.  Thou  Host. 

Poet.  Art  not  one  ? 

Apem.  Yes. 

Poet.  Then  I  lie  not. 

Apem.  Art  not  a  poet  ? 

Poet.  Yes. 

Apem.  Then  thou  liest:  look  in  thy  last  work,  wliere  tiiou 
hast  feign'd  him  a  worthy  follow. 

Poet.  That's  not  feign'd,  he  is  so. 

Apem.  Yes,  he  is  worthy  of  thee,  and  to  ]iay  thee  for  thy  lal)our : 
He,  that  loves  to  be  flatter'd,  is  worthy  o'the  flatterer,  lleaveiis, 
that  I  were  a  lord  ! 

Tim.  AVhat  wouldst  do  tlien,  ^Vpemantus  ? 

Apem..  Even  as  Apemantus  does  now,  hate  a  lord  witli  my 
heart. 

Tim.  What,  thyself? 

Apiem.  Ay. 

Tim.  Wherefore  ? 

Apem.  That  I  had  no  angry  wit  to  be  a  lord. — 
Art  not  thou  a  merchant  ? 
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Mer.  Ay,  Apemantus. 

Apem.  Traffic  confound  thee,  if  the  gods  will  not ! 

Mer.  If  traffic  do  it,  the  gods  do  it. 

Apem.  Traffic 's  thy  god,  and  thy  god  confound  thee ! 

Trumpets  sound.    Enter  a  Seevant. 

Tim.  What  trumpet 's  that  ? 

Serv.  'Tis  Alcibiades,  and 
Some  twenty  horse,  all  of  companionship. 

Tim.  Pray,  entertain  them ;  give  them  guide  to  us. — 

'[Exeunt  some  Attendants. 
You  must  needs  dine  with  me : — Go  not  you  hence, 
Till  I  have  thank'd  you  ;  and,  when  dinner 's  done, 
Show  me  this  piece. — I  am  joyful  of  your  sights. — 

Enter  AlcibIADES,  tpith  his  Company. 

Most  welcome.  Sir  !  [  T/iei/  salute^ 

Apem.  So,  so  ;  there  ! — 
Aches  contract  and  starve  your  supple  joints  I — 
That  there  should  be  small  love  'mongst  these  sweet  knaves. 
And  all  this  court'sy  !  The  strain  of  man 's  bred  out* 
Into  baboon  and  monkey. 

Alcih.  Sir,  you  have  saved  my  longing,  and  I  feed 
Most  hungrily  on  j'our  sight. 

Tim.  Eight  welcome.  Sir: 
Ere  we  depart,  we'll  share  a  bounteous  time 
In  different  pleasures.    Pray  you,  let  us  in. 

{Exeunt  all  hut  APEilAXTrs. 

Enter  two  Lords. 

1  Lord.  What  time  a  day  is't,  Apemantus? 
Apem.  Time  to  be  honest. 

1  Lord.  That  time  serves  still. 

Apem.  The  most  accursed,  thou,  that  still  omit'st  it. 

2  Lord.  Thou  art  going  to  lord  Timon's  feast. 

Apem.  Ay ;  to  see  meat  fill  knaves,  and  wine  heat  fools. 
2  Lord.  Fare  thee  well,  faro  thee  well. 
Apem.  Thou  art  a  fool,  to  bid  me  farewell  twice. 
2  Lord.  Why,  Apemantus  ? 

Apem.  Shouidst  have  kept  one  to  thyself,  for  I  mean  to  give 
thee  none. 

1  Lord.  Hang  thyself. 

Apem.  Xo,  I  will  do  nothing  at  thy  bidding;  make  thy  re- 
quests to  thy  friend. 

2  Lord.  Away,  unpeaceable  dog,  or  I'll  ?purn  thee  hence. 
Apem.  I  will  fly  like  a  dog  the  heels  of  the  ass.  [E.vif. 

1  Ljord.  He's  opposite  to  humanity.    ComO;  shall  we  in. 
And  taste  lord  Timon's  bounty  ?  he  outgoes 

The  very  heart  of  kindness. 

2  Lord.  He  pours  it  out ;  Plutus,  the  god  of  gold, 
Is  but  his  steward:  no  meed, t  but  he  repays 
Sevenfold  above  itself;  no  gift  to  him, 

*  Man  is  degenerated  into.  t  Desert. 
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But  breeds  the  giver  a  return  exceeding 
All  use  of  quittance.  * 

1  Lord.  The  noblest  mind  he  carries, 
That  ever  govern'd  man. 

2  Lord.  Long  may  he  live  m  fortunes  !  Shall  ■wc  in  ? 

1  Lord.  I'll  keep  you  company.  [Lxeunt. 

SCENE  IL—The  same.    A  Room  of  State  in  TlMOX's  House. 

Sautloys  playing  loud  music.  A  great  banquet  served  in;  pLA- 
VIUS  and  others  attending ;  then  enter  TiMON,  AiClBIADES, 
LuciTJS,  LUCULLTJS,  Sempeonius,  a?!<f  other  Athenian  Sena- 
tors, with  Ventidius,  and  Attendants.  Then  comes,  dropping 
after  all,  APEILANTUS,  discontentedly. 
Ven.  Most  honour'd  Timon,  't  hath  pleased  the  gods  remember 

ISIy  father's  age,  and  call  him  to  long  peace. 

He  is  gone  happy,  and  has  left  me  rich : 

Then,  as  in  grateful  virtue  I  am  bound 

To  your  free  heart,  I  do  return  those  talents, 

Douljled,  Mith  thanks,  and  service,  from  whose  help 

I  derived  liberty. 
Tim.  O,  by  no  means, 

Honest  Ventidius :  you  mistake  my  love ; 

I  gave  it  freely  ever ;  and  there's  none 

Can  truly  say,  he  gives,  if  he  receives  : 

If  our  betters  play  at  that  game,  we  must  not  dare 

To  imitate  them ;  Faults  that  are  rich,  are  fair. 
Ven.  A  noble  spirit. 

\_They  all  stand  ceremoniously  loohing  on  TiMOX. 
Tim.  iSi'ay,  my  lords,  ceremony 

Was  but  densed  at  first  to  set  a  gloss 

On  faint  deeds,  hollow  welcomes, 

Eecanting  goodness,  sorry  ere  'tis  shown  ; 

But  where  there  is  true  friendship,  there  needs  none. 

Pray,  sit ;  more  welcome  are  ye  to  my  fortunes, 

Than  my  fortunes  to  me.  ^TJiey  sit. 

1  Lord.  My  lord,  we  always  have  confess'd  it. 
Apem.  Ho,  ho,  confess'd  it  ?  hang'd  it,  have  you  not '' 
Tim.  0,  Apemantus ! — you  are  welcome. 
Apem.  No, 

Ton  shall  not  make  me  welcome : 

I  come  to  have  thee  thrust  me  out  of  doors. 

Tim.  Fie,  thou  art  a  clmrl ;  you  have  got  a  humour  there 

Does  not  become  a  man,  'tis  much  to  blame  : 

They  say,  my  lords,  that  ira  furor  Irevis  est,\ 

But  yond'  man 's  ever  angry. 

Go,  let  him  have  a  table  by  himself; 

For  he  does  neither  affect  company, 

Nor  is  he  fit  for  it,  indeed.  _ 
Apem.  Let  me  stay  at  thine  o\mi  peril,  Timon  ; 

I  come  to  observe  :  T  give  thee  warning  on't. 

Tim.  I  take  no  liccd  of  thee ;  tliou  art  an  Athenian  ;  therefore 
*  7.  e.  all  customan-  returns  for  obligations, 
t  Anger  is  a  short  madness. 
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welcome :  I  myself  would  have  no  power :  pr'ythee,  let  my  meat 
make  thee  silent. 

Apem.  I  scorn  thy  meat ;  'twould  choke  me,  for  I  should 
Ne'er  flatter  thee. — O  you  gods,  what  a  number 
Of  men  eat  Timon,  and  he  sees  them  not ! 
It  grieves  me,  to  see  so  many  dip  their  meat 
In  one  man's  blood ;  and  all  the  madness  is. 
He  cheers  them  up  too.  * 

I  wonder,  men  dare  trust  themselves  with  men : 
Methinks  they  should  invite  them  without  knives ; 
Good  for  their  meat,  and  safer  for  their  lives. 
There's  much  example  for't ;  the  fellow,  that 
Sits  next  him  now,  parts  bread  with  him,  and  pledges 
The  breath  of  him  in  a  divided  draught, 
Is  the  readiest  man  to  kill  him :  it  has  been  proved. 
If  I 

Were  a  huge  man,  I  should  fear  to  drink  at  meals ; 
Lest  they  should  spy  my  windpipe's  dangerous  notes ; 
Great  men  should  drink  with  harness  *  on  their  throats. 

Tim.  My  lord,  in  heart ;  f  and  let  the  health  go  round. 

2  Lord.  Let  it  flow  this  way,  my  good  lord. 

Apem.  Flow  this  way ! 
A  brave  fellow  ! — he  keeps  his  tides  well.    Timon, 
Those  healths  ^vill  make  thee,  and  thy  state,  look  ill. 
Here's  that,  which  is  too  \\  eak  to  be  a  sinner. 
Honest  water,  which  ne'er  left  man  i'  the  mire  : 
This,  and  my  food  are  ecpials ;  there's  no  odds. 
Feasts  are  too  proud  to  give  thanks  to  the  gods. 

Apemantus'  Grace. 
Immortal  gods,  I  crave  no  pelf; 
I  pray  for  no  man,  hut  myself; 
Grant  I  may  never  prove  so  fond  X 
To  trust  man  on  his  oath  or  bond; 
Or  a  harlot,  for  her  tveeping  ; 
Or  a  dog,  that  seems  a  sleeping. 
Or  a  keeper  tcith  my  freedom  ; 
Or  my  friends,  if  I  should  need  'em. 
Amen.     So  fall  to't  : 

Rich  men  sin,  and  I  eat  root.  \_JEats  and  dnnJcs. 

Much  good  dich  thy  good  heart,  Apemantus  ! 

Tim.  Captain  Alcibiades,  your  heart 's  in  the  field  no^v. 
Alcib.  My  heart  is  ever  at  your  service,  my  lord. 
Tim.  Tou  had  rather  be  at  a  breakfast  of  enemies,  than  a 
dinner  of  friends. 

Alcih.  So  they  were  bleeding-new,  my  lord,  there's  no  meat 
like  them  -I  could  wish  my  best  friend  at  such  a  feast. 

Apem.  'Would  all  those  flatterers  were  thine  enemies  then ; 
that  then  thou  mightst  kill  'em,  and  bid  mo  to  'em. 

1  Lord.  JNIight  we  but  have  that  happiness,  my  lord,  that  you 
would  once  use  our  hearts,  whereby  we  might  express  some  part 
of  our  zeals,  we  should  think  ourselves  for  ever  perfect. 

*  Armour.  t  With  sincerity.  t  Foolish. 
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Tim.  0,  no  doubt,  my  good  friends ;  but  the  gods  themselves 
have  provided  that  I  shall  have  much  help  from  you  :  How  had 
you  been  my  friends  else  ?  why  have  you  that  charitable*  title 
from  thousands,  did  you  not  chiefly  belong  to  my  heart  ?  I  have 
told  more  of  you  to  myself,  than  you  can  with  modesty  speak  in 
your  own  behalf;  and  thus  far  I  confirm  you.  O,  you  gods, 
think  I,  what  need  we  have  any  friends,  if  we  should  never  have 
need  of  them  ?  they  were  the  most  needless  creatures  living, 
should  we  ne'er  have  use  for  them :  and  would  most  resemble 
sweet  instruments  hung  up  in  cases,  that  keep  their  sounds  to 
themselves.  "Why,  I  have  often  wished  myself  poorer,  that  I 
might  come  nearer  to  you.  We  are  born  to  do  benefits :  and 
what  better  or  properer  can  we  call  our  own,  than  the  riches  of 
our  friends  ?  O,  what  a  precious  comfort  'tis,  to  have  so  many, 
like  brothers,  commanding  one  another's  fortunes !  O  joy,  e'en 
made  away  ere  it  can  be  born  !  Mine  ej^es  cannot  hold  out 
water,  methinks :  to  forget  their  faults,  I  drink  to  you. 

Apem.  Thou  weepest  to  make  them  drink,  Timoii. 

2  Lord.  Joy  had  the  like  conception  in  our  eyes. 
And,  at  that  instant,  like  a  babe  sprung  up. 

Apem.  Ho,  ho  !  I  laugh  to  think  that  babe  a  ba.stard. 

3  Lord.  I  promise  you,  my  lord,  you  moved  me  much. 
Apem.  Much.f  \  Tucket  sounded. 
Tim.  What  means  that  trump  ? — How  now  ? " 

Elder  a  Seevant. 

Serv.  Please  you,  my  lord,  there  are  certain  ladies  most  desi- 
rous of  admittance. 

Tim:  Ladies  ?  what  are  their  wills  ? 

Serv.  There  comes  with  them  a  forerunner,  my  lord,  \^hicli 
bears  that  office,  to  signify  their  pleasures. 

Tim.  I  pray,  let  them  be  admitted. 

Enter  CUPID. 

Cup.  Hail  to  thee,  worthy  Timon  ;— and  to  all 
That  of  his  bounties  taste  ! — The  five  best  senses 
Acknowledge  thee  their  patron ;  and  come  freely 
To  gratulatc  thy  plenteous  bosom  :  The  car. 
Taste,  touch,  smell,  all  pleased  from  thy  table  rise  ; 
They  only  now  come  but  to  feast  thine  eyes. 

Tim.  They  are  welcome  all;  let  them  have  kind  admitfanco  : 
Music,  make  their  welcome.  [Exit  Cupid. 

1  Lord.  You  see,  my  lord,  how  ample  you  are  beloved. 
Music. — Re-enter  CuPiD,  tcith  a  Masque  o/ Ladies  as  Amazons^ 
mth  Lutes  in  their  hands,  dancing  and  ptayinij. 

Apem.  Hey  day,  what  a  sweep  of  vanity  comes  this  waj' ! 
They  dance  !  they  are  mad  women. 
Like  madness  is  the  glory  of  this  life. 
As  this  pomp  shows  to  a  little  oil,  and  root. 
"We  make  ourselves  fools,  to  disport  ourselves ; 
And  spend  our  flatteries,  to  drink  those  men, 
Ui)on  whose  age  we  void  it  up  again, 

*  Endearing.  t  A  contemptuous  exclamation. 
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"With  poisonous  spite,  and  envj-.    "Who  lives,  that's  not 
Depraved,  or  depraves  ?  who  dies,  that  bears 
Not  one  spurn  to  their  graves  of  their  friends'  gift  ? 
I  should  fear,  those,  that  dance  before  me  now, 
Would  one  day  stamp  upon  me :  It  has  been  done ; 
^len  shut  their  doors  against  a  setting  sun. 

The  Lords  me  from  table,  with  much  adoring  o/TlilCX;  and, 

to  shoto  their  loves,  each  singles  out  an  Amazon,  and  alt  d'.nice, 

tnen  with  icomen,  a  lofty  strain  or  two  to  the  hautbot/s,  rj/id 

cease. 

Tim.  Tou  have  done  our  pleasures  much  grace,  fair  ladies, 
Set  a  fair  fashion  on  our  entertainment, 
^^"hich  was  not  half  so  beautiful  and  kind  ; 
You  have  added  worth  unto't,  and  lively  lustre, 
And  entertain'd  me  with  mine  own  device : 
I  am  to  thank  you  for  it. 

1  Lad  I/.  Jly  lord,  you  take  us  even  at  the  best. 

Apem.    'Faith,  for  the  -svorst  is  filthy ;  and  would  not  liold 
taking,  I  doubt  me. 

Tim.  Ladies,  there  is  an  idle  banquet 
Attends  you  :  Please  you  to  dispose  yourselves. 

All  Lad.  Most  thankfully  my  lord. 

[Exeunt  Curiri,  and  Ladies. 

Tim.  Flavins, 

Flat:  My  lord. 

Tim.  The  little  casket  bring  me  hither. 

Flat:  Yes,  my  lord. — Jlore  jewels  yet  I 
There  is  no  crossing  him  in  his  humour  •  [Aside. 

Else  I  should  tell  him, — "Well,— i'  faith,  I  should, 
"When  all's  spent,  he'd  be  cross'd  then,  an  he  could. 
'Tis  pity,  bounty  had  not  eyes  behind  ; 
That  man  might  ne'er  be  wretched  for  his  mind.* 

[Exit,  and  returns  v:itk  the  casket. 

1  Lord.  "Where  be  our  men  ? 
Serv.  Here,  my  lord,  in  readiness. 

2  Lord.  Our  horses. 

Tim.  O  my  friends,  I  have  one  ^vord 
To  say  to  you  : — Look  you,  my  good  lord,  I  must 
Entreat  you,  honour  me  so  much,  as  to 
Advance  t  this  jewel ; 
Accept,  and  wear  it,  kind  my  lord. 

1  Lord.  I  am  so  far  already  in  your  gift.s, — 

All.  So  are  we  all. 

Enter  a  Sebvaxt. 
^  SerL\  My  lord,  there  are  certain  nobles  of  the  senate 
Newly  alighted,  and  come  to  visit  you. 
Tim.  They  are  fairly  welcome. 
Flav.  I  beseech  your  honour, 
Vouchsafe  me  a  word ;  it  does  concern  you  near. 
Tim.  Near  ?  why  then  another  time  I'll  hear  thee : 

*  Nobleness  of  soul.  t  ^-  ^ •  exalt  it. 
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I  pr'ythec,  let  us  be  provided 
To  show  them  entertainment. 
Flav.  I  scarce  know  how.  \^Aside. 

Enter  another  Seevaxt. 

2  Serv._  IMay  it  please  your  honour,  the  lord  Lucius, 
Out  of  his  free  love,  hath  presented  to  you 

Four  milk-white  horses,  trapp'd  in  silver. 
Tim.  I  shall  accept  them  fairly :  let  the  presents 

lEnter  a  third  Servant. 
Be  worthily  entertain'd. — How  now,  what  news  ? 

3  Serv.  Please  you,  my  lord,  that  honourable  gentleman,  lord 
Lucullus,  entreats  your  company  to-morrow  to  himt  with  him  ; 
and  has  sent  your  honour  two  brace  of  greyhounds. 

Tim.  I'll  hunt  with  him ;  And  let  them  be  received, 
Isoi  without  fair  reward. 

riav.  \_aside.'\  What  will  this  come  to  ? 
He  commands  us  to  provide,  and  give  great  gifts, 
And  all  out  of  an  empty  coffer. — 
Nor  will  he  know  his  purse ;  or  yield  me  this, 
To  show  him  what  a  beggar  his  heart  is, 
Being  of  no  power  to  make  his  wishes  good ; 
His  promises  fly  so  beyond  his  state. 
That  what  he  speaks  is  all  in  debt,  he  owes 
Tor  every  word ;  he  is  so  kind,  that  he  now 
Pays  interest  for't;  his  land 's  put  to  their  books. 
"Well,  'would  I  were  gently  put  out  of  oflTice, 
Before  I  were  forced  out ! 
Happier  is  he  that  has  no  friend  to  feed, 
Than  such  as  do  even  enemies  exceed. 
I  bleed  inwardly  for  my  lord.  [E.vit. 

Tim.  You  do  yourselves 
Much  wrong,  you  bate  too  much  of  your  0'^^•n  merits : — 
Here,  my  lord,  a  trifle  of  our  love. 

2  Lord.  With  more  than  common  thanks  I  will  recei^'e  it. 

3  Lord.  O,  he  is  the  very  soul  of  bounty  ! 

Tim.  And  now  I  remember  me,  my  lord,  you  gave 
Good  words  the  other  day  of  a  bay  courser 
I  rode  on :  it  is  yours,  because  you  liked  it. 

2  Lord.  I  beseech  you,  pardon  me,  my  lord,  in  that. 

Tim.  You  may  take  my  word,  my  lord ;  I  know,  no  man 
Can  justly  praise,  but  what  he  does  afl^cct : 
1  weigh  my  friend's  affection  with  mine  own  ; 
I'll  tell  you  true.    I'll  call  on  you. 

All  Lords.  None  so  welcome. 

Tim.  I  take  all  and  your  several  visitations 
So  kind  to  heart,  'tis  not  enough  to  give ; 
Methinks,  I  could  deal  kingdoms  to  my  friends, 
And  ne'er  be  weary. — Alcibiades. 
Thou  art  a  soldier,  therefore  seldom  rich, 
It  comes  in  charity  to  thee :  for  all  thy  living 
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Is  'moiigst  the  dead ;  aud  all  the  lands  thou  ha?t 
Lie  in  a  pitch'd  field. 
Alcib.  Ay,  defiled  land,  my  lord. 

1  Lord.  "\Ye  are  so  virtuously  bound, 

Ttw.  And  so 

Am  I  to  you. 

2  Lord.  So  infinitely  endear'd, 

Tim.  All  to  you.* — Lights,  more  lights. 
1  Lord.  The  best  of  happiness, 

Honour,  and  fortunes,  keep  ^^  ith  you,  lord  Timon  ! 

Tiin.  Ecady  for  his  friends.    [Exeunt  Alcibiades,  Loeds,  S,-c. 

Apem.  What  a  coil 's  here ! 
Serving  of  becks,t  and  jutting  out  of  bums ! 
I  doubt  whether  their  legs  be  worth  the  sums 
That  are  given  for  'em.    Friendship 's  full  of  dregs ; 
Methinks,  false  hearts  should  never  have  sound  legs. 
Thus  honest  fools  lay  out  their  wealth  on  court'sies. 

Tim.  N  ow,  Apemantus,  if  thou  wert  not  sullen, 
I'd  be  good  to  thee. 

Apem.  No,  I'll  nothing :  for. 
If  I  should  be  bribed  too,  there  would  be  none  left 
To  rail  upon  thee :  and  then  thou  wouldst  sin  the  faster. 
Thou  giVst  so  long,  Timon,  I  fear  me,  thou 
Wilt  give  away  thyself  in  paper  %  shortly  : 
What  need  these  feasts,  pomps,  and  vain-glories  ? 

Tim.  Nay, 
An  you  begin  to  rail  on  society  once, 
I  am  sworn,  not  to  give  regard  to  you. 
Farewell ;  and  come  with  better  music.  [^Exit. 

Apem.  So ; — 
Thou'lt  not  hear  me  now, — thou  shalt  not  then,  I'll  lock 
Thy  heaven  §  from  thee.    O,  that  men's  ears  should  be 
To  counsel  deaf,  but  not  to  flattery  !  [Exit. 


ACT  II. 

SCENE  L—The  same.    A  Room  in  a  Senatoe's  House. 
Enter  a  Senatoe,  2vith  Papers  in  Ms  Hand. 
Sen.  And  late,  five  thousand  to  Varro ;  and  to  Isidore 
He  owes  nine  thousand ;  besides  m>-  former  sum, 
Which  makes  it  five  and  twenty.— Still  in  motion 
Of  raging  waste  ?    It  cannot  hold ;  it  will  not. 
If  I  Avant  gold,  steal  but  a  beggar's  dog, 
And  give  it  Timon,  why,  the  dog  coins  gold : 
If  I  would  sell  my  horse,  and  buy  twenty  more 
Better  than  he,  why,  give  my  horse  to  Timon, 
Ask  nothing,  give  ii  him,  it  foals  me,  straight. 
And  able  horses :  No  porter  at  his  gate ; 

*  All  happiness  to  you.  t  Salutations  with  the  lirad. 

t  Be  ruined  by  securities.  §  Good  advice. 
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But  rather  one  that  smiles,  and  still  invites 
All  that  pass  by.    It  cannot  hold ;  no*  reason 
Can  found  his  state  in  safety.    Caphis,  ho  ! 
Caphis,  I  say ! 

IlHter  Caphis. 

Caph.  Here,  Sir ;  What  is  your  pleasure  ? 

Sen.  Get  on  your  cloak,  and  haste  you  to  lord  Timon  ; 
Importune  him  for  my  moneys ;  be  not  cea.sodf 
"With  slight  denial ;  nor  then  silenced,  when — 
Commend  me  to  your  master — and  the  cap 
Plays  in  the  right  hand,  thus : — but  tell  him,  sirrah, 
My  uses  cry  to  me,  I  must  ser^"e  my  turn 
Out  of  mine  own ;  his  days  and  times  are  past, 
And  my  reliances  on  his  fracted  dates 
Have  smit  my  credit :  I  love,  and  honour  him ; 
Eut  must  not  break  my  back,  to  heal  his  finger : 
Immediate  are  my  needs ;  and  ray  relief 
Must  not  be  toss'd  and  turn'd  to  me  in  words, 
13ut  find  supply  immediate.    Get  you  gone : 
Put  on  a  most  importunate  aspect, 
A  visage  of  demand ;  for,  I  do  fear. 
When  every  feather  sticks  in  his  own  wing, 
Lord  Timon  will  be  left  a  naked  gull. 
Which  flashes  now  a  phoenix.    Get  you  gone. 

Caph.  I  go,  Sir. 

Sen.  I  go.  Sir  ?— take  the  bonds  along  vrvi\\  you, 
And  have  the  dates  in  compt. 

Caph.  I  will,  Sir. 

Sen.  Go.  [Exeunt. 

SCENE  II.— The  same.     A  Hall  in  TiMOX's  House. 
Enter  FLAVirs,  icith  many  hills  in  his  hand. 

Flav.  No  care,  no  stop  !  so  senseless  of  expense. 
That  he  will  neither  know  how  to  maintain  it, 
]Vor  cease  his  flow  of  riot :  Takes  no  account 
How  tilings  go  from  him  ;  nor  resumes  no  care 
Of  what  is  to  continue ;  Never  mind 
Was  to  be  so  unwise,  to  be  so  kind. 
What  shall  be  done  ?    He  will  not  hear,  till  feci : 
I  must  be  round  with  him  now  ho  comes  from  hunting. 
Pie,  fie,  fie,  fie ! 

Enter  C.IPHIS,  and  the  Serv.vxts  0/ Isidore  and  "\'.vRi;o. 

Caph.  Good  even,  '\'arro :  "\Miat, 
You  come  for  money  ? 

Tar.  Sen:  Is't  not  your  business  too  ? 

Caph.  It  is ; — And  yours  too,  Isidore  ? 

Isid.  Serv.  It  is  so. 

Caph.  '  Would  we  were  all  discharged ! 

Var.  Serv.  I  fear  it. 

C(7;)/\  Here  comes  the  lord. 

*  /.  e.  li  ~i  sound  reason  can  judge  his  condition  safe.  t  Stopi>cd. 
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Enter  TlMON,  Alcibiades,  and  LoEDS,  S,'c. 

Tim.  So  soon  as  dinner  's  done,  we'll  forth  again, 
Mj-  Alcibiades. — With  me  ?    What's  your  Avill  ? 

Caph.  My  lord,  here  is  a  note  of  certain  dues. 

Tim.  Dues  ?    AVhence  are  you  ? 

€aph.  Of  Athens  here,  my  lord. 

Tim.  Go  to  my  steward. 

Caph.  Please  it  your  lordship,  he  hath  put  me  off 
To  the  succession  of  new  days  this  month : 
IMy  master  is  awaked  by  great  occasion. 
To  call  upon  his  own  ;  and  humbly  prays  you, 
That  with  your  other  noble  parts  you'll  suit,* 
In  giving  hun  his  right. 

Tim.  Mine  honest  friend, 
I  pr'ytheCj^  but  repair  to  me  next  morning. 

Caph.  Is  ay,  good  my  lord, 

Tim.  Contain  thyself,  good  friend. 

Var.  Sere.  One  Varro's  servant,  my  good  lord, 

/*/(/.  Serv.  From  Isidore ; 
He  humbly  prays  your  speedy  ])ayment, 

Caph.  If  you  did  kno\\',  my  lord,  my  master's  wants, 

Tar.  Serv.  'Twos  due  on  forfeiture,  my  lord,  six  weeks, 
And  past, 

Isid.  Serv.  Your  steward  puts  me  off,  my  lord  ; 
And  I  am  sent  expressly  to  your  lordship. 

Tim.  Give  me  breath  : 

I  do  beseech  you,  good  my  lords,  keep  on ; 

[Exeunt  ALCIBIADES  and  LoEDS. 
I'll  wait  upon  you  instantly. — Come  hither,  pray  you, 

[To  FL-VYirs. 
How  goes  the  world,  that  I  am  thus  encounter'd 
'^Yith  clamorous  demands  of  date-broken  bonds. 
And  the  detention  of  long-since-due  debts, 
Against  my  honour  ? 

Flav.  Please  you,  gentlemen. 
The  time  is  unagreeable  to  this  business : 
Your  importunacy  cease,  till  after  dinner ; 
That  I  may  make  his  lordship  understand 
"\Vliercfore  you  are  not  paid. 

Ti)n.  Do  so,  my  friends  : 
See  them  well  entcrtain'd.  [EAt  Tiiiox. 

Elav.  I  pray,  draw  near.  [Exit  Plavius. 

Enter  Apemaxtus  and  a  FooL. 

Caph.  Stay,  stay,  here  comes  the  fool  with  Apemantus ;  let's 
have  some  sport  with  'em. 

T'ar.  Serv.  Hang  him,  he'll  abuse  us. 
Isid.  Serv.  A  plague  upon  him,  dog  ! 
J'ar.  Serv.  How  dost,  fool  ? 
Apem.  Dost  dialogue  with  thy  shadow  ? 
Tar.  Serv.  I  speak  not  to  thee. 

*  Act  consistently  with  yourself. 
VOL.  IT.  L 
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Apem.  No;  'tis  to  thyself, — Come  away.  [To  t lie I'ooL. 

Isid.  Serv.  [to  Vaeeo's  Servant].  There's  the  "fool  haugs  on 
your  back  already. 

Apem.  No,  thou  stand'st  single,  thou  art  not  on  him  yet. 

Capli:  "Where's  the  fool  now  ? 

Apem.  Ho  last  asked  the  question. — Poor  rogues,  and  usurers' 
men  !  bawds  between  gold  and  want ! 

All  Serv.  What  are  we,  Apemantus  ? 

Apem.  Asses. 

All  Serv.  Why  ? 

Apem.  That  jou  ask  me  what  you  are,  and  do  not  know  your- 
selves.—Speak  to  'em,  fool. 

Fool.  How  do  you,  gentlemen  ? 

All  Serv.  Gramercies,  good  fool :  How  does  your  mistress? 

Fool.  She's  e'en  setting  on  vrater  to  scald  such  chickens  as  you 
are.    'Would,  we  could  see  you  at  Corinth. 

Apem.  Good !  gramercy. 

Fnter  Page. 

Fool.  Look  you,  here  comes  my  mistress'  page. 

Page  \_lo  the  Fool].  Why,  how  now,  captain  ?  what  do  you  in 
this  wise  company  ? — How  dost  thou,  Apemantus  ? 

Apem.  'Would  I  had  a  rod  in  my  mouth,  that  I  might  answer 
thee  profitably. 

Fage.  Pr'ythee,  Apemantus,  read  me  the  superscription  of 
these  letters  ;  I  know  not  which  is  which. 

Apem.  Canst  not  read  ? 

Page.  No. 

Apem.  There  will  little  learning  die  then,  that  day  thou  art 
hanged.  This  is  to  lord  Timon :  this  to  Alcibiades.  Go;  thou 
wast  born  a  bastard,  and  thou'lt  die  a  bawd. 

Fage.  Thou  wast  wheli)ed  a  dog;  and  thou  slialt  famish,  a 
dog's  death.    Answer  not,  I  am  gone.  \_Exit  Pagk. 

Apem.  Even  so  thou  out-run'st  grace.  Fool,  I  will  go  \s\\X\ 
you  to  lord  Timon's. 

Fool.  Will  you  leave  me  there  ? 

Apem.  If  Timon  stay  at  home. — You  three  serve  three  usurers  ? 

All  Serv.  Ay,  'would  they  served  us  ! 

Apem.  So  would  I, — as  good  a  trick  as  ever  hangman  served 
thief 

Fool.  Are  vou  three  usurers'  men  ? 

All  Serv.  Ay,  fool. 

Fool.  I  think,  no  usurer  but  has  a  fool  to  his  servient :  iNiy 
mistress  is  one,  and  I  am  her  fool.  When  men  come  to  borrov/ 
of  your  masters,  they  approach  sndly,  and  go  away  merry;  but 
they  enter  my  mistress'  house  merrily,  and  go  away  sadly :  The 
reason  of  this  ? 

Var.  Serv.  I  could  render  one. 

Apem.  Do  it  then,  that  wo  may  account  thee  a  whoremaster, 
and  a  knave;  which,  notwithstanding,  thou  shalt  be  no  less 
esteemed. 

Var.  Serv.  What  is  a  whoremaster,  fool  ? 

Fool.  A  fool  in  good  clothes,  and  something  like  thee.    'Tis  a 
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spirit :  sometime,  it  appears  like  a  lord ;  sometime,  like  a  law- 
yer; sometime,  like  a  philosopher,  with  two  stones  more  than 
his  artificial  one :  He  is  very  often  like  a  knight ;  and,  generally 
in  all  shapes,  that  man  goes  up  and  down  in,  from  fourscore  to 
thirteen,  this  spirit  walks  in. 

Var.  Serv.  Thou  art  not  altogether  a  fool. 

Fool.  Nor  thou  altogether  a  mse  man :  as  much  foolery  as  I 
have,  so  much  wit  thou  lackest. 

Apem.  That  answer  might  have  become  Apemantus. 

All  Serv.  Aside,  aside  ;  here  comes  lord  Timon. 

Re-enter  TlilON  and  FlaVIUS. 

Apem.  Come  ■with  me,  fool,  come. 

Fool.  I  do  not  always  follow  lover,  elder  brother,  and  woman  ; 
sometime,  the  philosopher.         lExeunt  Apemantus  and  Fool. 

Flav.  'Pray  you,  walk  near ;  I'll  speak  with  you  anon. 

[Exeunt  SebVANTS. 

Tim.  Tou  make  me  marvel :  Wherefore,  ere  this  time 
Had  you  not  fully  laid  my  state  before  me ; 
That  I  might  so  have  rated  my  expense. 
As  I  had  leave  of  means  ? 

Flav.  Tou  would  not  hear  me, 
At  many  leisures  I  proposed. 

Tim.  Go  to : 
Perchance,  some  single  vantages  you  took, 
"When  my  indisposition  put  you  back ; 
And  that  unaptness  made  your  minister. 
Thus  to  excuse  yourself. 

Flav.  O  my  good  lord ! 
At  many  times  I  brought  in  my  accounts, 
Laid  them  before  you ;  you  would  throw  them  off. 
And  sayj  you  found  them  in  mine  honesty. 
"When,  for  some  trifling  present,  you  have  bid  me 
Eeturn  so  much,  I  have  shook  my  head,  and  wept ; 
Tea,  'gainst  the  authority  of  manners,  pray'd  you 
To  hold  your  hand  more  close ;  I  did  endure 
Not  seldom,  nor  no  slight  checks ;  when  I  have 
Prompted  you,  in  the  ebb  of  your  estate, 
And  your  great  flow  of  debts.    My  dear-loved  lord. 
Though  you  hear  no\v,  (too  late  !)  yet  now's  a  time, 
The  greatest  of  your  ha^-ing  lacks  a  half 
To  pay  your  present  debts. 

Tim.  Let  all  my  land  be  sold. 

Flav.  'Tis  all  engaged,  some  forfeited  and  gone; 
And  T^  hat  remains  will  hardly  stop  the  moutli 
Of  present  dues :  the  future  comes  apace  : 
TS'hat  shall  defend  the  interim  ?  and  at  length 
How  goes  our  reckoning  ? 

Tim.  To  Lacedsemon  did  my  land  extend. 

Flav.  O  my  good  lord,  the  world  is  but  a  word ; 
u  ere  it  all  yours  to  give  it  in  a  breath. 
How  quickly  were  it  gone  ? 

Tim.  Tou  tell  me  true. 

l2 
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Flav.  If  you  suspect  my  husbandry,  or  falsehood, 
Call  me  before  the  exactest  auditors, 
And  set  me  on  the  proof.    So  the  gods  bless  me, 
When  all  our  offices*  have  been  oppress'd 
"With  riotous  feeders ;  when  our  vaults  have  wept 
With  drunken  spilth  of  wine ;  when  every  room 
Hath  blazed  with  lights,  and  bray'd  with  minstrelsy ; 
I  have  retired  me  to  a  wasteful  cock,t 
And  set  mine  eyes  at  flow. 

Tim.  Pr'ythee,  no  more. 

Flav.  Heavens,  have  I  said,  the  bounty  of  this  lord  ! 
How  many  prodigal  bits  have  slaves  and  peasants, 
This  night  englutted  !    Who  is  not  Timon's  ? 
What  heart,  head,  sword,  force,  means,  but  is  Lord  Timon's  ? 
Great  Timon,  noble,  worthy,  royal  Timon  ? 
Ah !  when  the  means  are  gone,  that  buy  this  praise, 
The  breath  is  gone  whereof  this  praise  is  made : 
Peast-won,  fast-lost ;  one  cloud  of  winter  showers. 
These  flies  are  couch'd. 

Tim.  Come,  sermon  me  no  further : 
No  villanous  bounty  yet  hath  pass'd  my  heart ; 
Unwisely,  not  ignobly,  have  I  given. 
Why  dost  thou  weep  ?    Canst  thou  the  conscience  lack 
To  think  I  shall  lack  friends  ?    Secure  thy  heart ; 
If  I  would  broach  the  vessels  of  my  love. 
And  try  the  argument+  of  hearts  by  borrowing, 
Men,  and  men's  fortunes,  could  I  frankly  use. 
As  I  can  bid  thee  speak. 

Flav.  Assurance  bless  your  thoughts  ! 

Tim.  And,  in  some  sort,  these  wants  of  mine  arc  croAvn'd,§ 
That  I  account  them  blessings  ;  for  by  tJiese 
Shall  I  try  friends  :  You  shall  perceive,  how  you 
Mistake  my  fortunes ;  I  am  wealthy  in  my  friends. 
Within  there,  ho  !— Flaminius !  Servilius  ! 

Fnter  Flaminius,  Servilius,  and  other  Servants. 

Serv.  My  lord,  my  lord, 

Tim.  I  will  despatch  you  severally. — You,  to  lord  Lucius, — 
To  lord  Lucullus  you :  1  hunted  with  his 
Honour  to-day ; — You  to  Sempronius ; 
Commend  me  to  their  loves  ;  and,  I  am  proud,  say. 
That  my  occasions  have  found  time  to  use  them 
Toward  a  supply  of  money :  let  the  request 
Be  fifty  talents. 

Flam.  As  you  have  said,  my  lord. 

Flav.  Lord  Lucius,  and  lord  IjucuHus  ?  humph !  [Aside. 

Tim.  Go  you,  Sir  [to  another  Serv.1,  to  the  senators, 
(Of  whom,  even  to  the  state's  best  health,  I  have 
Deserved  this  hearing),  bid  'em  send  o'  the  instant 
A  thousand  talents  to  me. 

Flav.  I  have  been  bold 

*  Culinary  offices.  t  A  turning;  stopple  runnini^  to  waste. 

f  Composition  of  what  they  have  in  them,  &c.  §  Dignified. 
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(For  that  I  knew  it  the  most  general*  way), 
To  them  to  use  your  signet,  and  your  name  ; 
But  they  do  shake  their  heads,  and  I  am  here 
No  richer  in  return. 

Tim.  Is 't  true  ?  can  it  he  ? 

Flav.  They  answer,  in  a  joint  and  corporate  voice, 
Tliat  now  they  are  at  fall,t  want  treasure,  cannot 
Po  what  they  would ;  are  sorry — you  are  honourable, — 
But  yet  they  could  have  wish'd — they  know  not — but 
Something  hath  been  amiss — a  noble  nature 
May  catch  a  wrench — would  all  were  well — 'tis  pity — 
And  so,  intending  I  other  serious  matters. 
After  distasteful  looks,  and  these  hard  fractions,  § 
AVith  certain  half-caps,  \\  and  cold  mo\ing  nods. 
They  froze  me  into  silence. 

Tim.  You  gods,  reward  them  ! — ■ 
I  pr'ythee,  man,  look  cheerly  ;  These  old  fellows 
Have  their  ingratitude  in  them  hereditary : 
Their  blood  is  caked,  'tis  cold,  it  seldom  flows ; 
'Tis  lack  of  kindly  warmth,  they  are  not  kind ; 
And  nature,  as  it  grows  again  toward  earth. 
Is  fashion'd  for  the  journey,  dull,  and  heavy. — 
Go  to  Yentidius  [To  a  Sekv.],— Pr'ythee  \_To  Flavics],  be  not 

sad. 
Thou  art  true,  and  honest;  ingeniously^  I  speak. 
No  blame  belongs  to  thee:— [To  Seev'.]  Yentidius  lately 
Buried  his  father;  by  whose  death,  he's  stepp'd 
Into  a  great  estate :  when  he  was  poor, 
Imprison'd,  and  in  scarcity  of  friends, 
I  clear'd  him  with  five  talents ;  Greet  him  from  me ; 
Bid  him  suppose,  some  good  necessity 
Touches  his  friend,  which  craves  to  be  remember'd 
AVith  those  five  talents:  that  had,— [To  FL.iV.]  give  it  these 

fell()\^s 
To  whom  'tis  instant  due.    Ne'er  speak,  or  think. 
That  Timon's  fortunes  'mong  his  friends  can  sink. 

Flav.  I  would,  I  could  not  think  it ;  That  thought  is  bounty's 
foe ; 
Being  free**  itself,  it  thinks  all  others  so.  [Exeunt. 


ACT  III. 

SCENE  I.— The  same.    A  Room  in  LrcULLUS'  Souse. 
Flamixius  waiting.     Enter  a  SERVANT  to  him. 
Sen:  I  have  told  my  lord  of  you,  he  is  coming  down  to  you. 
Flam.  I  thank  you,  Sir. 

Enter  LUCULLUS. 
Serv.  Here 's  my  lord. 

Lucul.  [aside].  One  of  lord  Timon's  men  ?  a  gift,  I  warrant. 
♦Compendious.         t  At  an  ebb.         J  .Mtending  to.  §  Broken  hints. 

D  A  cap  slightly  moved.  «;  Ingenuously.        **  Liberal 
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Why,  this  hits  risht ;  I  dreamt  of  a  silver  basin  and  ewer  to- 
night. Flaminius  lionest  Flaminius :  you  are  very  respectively  * 
welcome,  Sir. — Fill  me  some  wine. — [Exit  Seetaxt.]  And  how 
does  that  honourable,  complete,  free-hearted  gentleman  of  Athens, 
thy  very  bountiful  good  lord  and  master  ? 

Flam.  His  health  is  well.  Sir. 

Lucid.  1  am  right  glad  that  his  health  is  well.  Sir:  And  what 
hast  thou  there  under  thy  cloak,  pretty  Flaminius  ? 

Flam.  'Faith,  nothing  but  an  empty  box.  Sir ;  -which,  in  my 
lord's  behalf,  I  come  to  entreat  your  honour  to  supply;  who, 
having  great  and  instant  occasion  to  use  fifty  talents,  hath  sent 
to  your  lordship  to  furnish  him ;  nothing  doubting  your  present 
assistance  therein. 

Liicul.  La,  la,  la,  la, — nothing  doubting,  says  he?  ala.«,  good 
lord  !  a  noble  gentleman  'tis,  if  he  would  not  keep  so  good  a  house. 
Many  a  time  and  often  I  have  dined  with  him,  and  told  himon't ; 
and  come  again  to  supper  to  him,  of  purpose  to  have  him  spend 
less ;  and  yet  he  would  embrace  no  counsel,  take  no  warning  by 
my  coming.  Every  man  has  his  fault,  and  honesty f  is  his;  I 
have  told  him  on't,  but  I  could  never  get  him  from  it. 
Re-enter  Seetant,  loilh  wuie. 

Serv.  Please  your  lordship,  here  is  the  wine. 

Lucul.  Flaminius,  I  have  noted  thee  always  wise.  Here  "s  to 
thee. 

Flam.  Your  lordship  speaks  your  pleasure. 

Lucul.  I  have  observed  thee  always  for  a  towardly  prompt 
spirit, — give  thee  thy  due, — and  one  that  knows  what  belongs  to 
reason':  and  canst  use  the  time  well,  if  the  time  use  thee  well :  good 
parts  in  thee. — Get  you  gone.  Sirrah.— 'Jb  the  Seevaxt,  ^rJlo 
goes  Old.'] — Draw  nearer,  honest  Flaminius.  Thy  lord 's  a  boun- 
tiful gentleman :  but  thou  art  wise ;  and  thou  knowest  well 
enough,  although  thou  comest  to  me,  that  this  is  no  time  to  lend 
money ;  especially  upon  bare  friendship,  without  security.  Here 's 
three  solidares  %  for  thee ;  good  boy,  wink  at  me,  and  say  thou 
saw'st  me  not.    Fare  thee  well. 

Flam.  Is't  possible,  the  world  should  so  much  differ ; 
And  we  alive,  that  lived?    Fly,  damned  baseness 
"To  him  that  worships  thee.  {^Throinmj  the  moneij  ara;;. 

Lucul,  Ua  !  Now  I  see  thou  art  a  fool,  and  fit  for  thy  mast<;-. 

[Exit  LrCCLLU:?. 

Flam.  May  these  add  to  the  number  that  may  scald  thee  ! 
Let  molten  coin  be  thy  damnation, 
Thou  disease  of  a  friend,  and  not  himself! 
Has  friendship  such  a  faint  and  milky  heart. 
It  turns  §  in  less  than  two  nights  ?  O  you  gods, 
I  feel  my  master's  passion  !  j|  This  slave 
Unto  this  hour,  has  my  lord's  meat  in  him : 
Why  should  it  thrive,  and  turn  to  nutrimetn, 
When  he  is  turn'd  to  poison  ? 
O  may  diseases  only  work  upou'i  I 

*  Respectfully.  t  Liberality. 

t  Or  solidi,  an  ancient  gold  coin,  worth  about  6s. 

§  /.  e,  sour  „   SutlVriiiy. 
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And,  wlien  he  is  sick  to  death,  let  not  that  part  of  nature 

"Which  my  lord  paid  for,  be  of  any  power 

To  expel  sickness,  but  prolong  his  hour  !  *  [Exit. 

SCJE^E  II. — The  same.    A  'public  'place. 
Enter  Lucius,  with  three  SteaNGEBS. 
Ltic.  '^Vho,  the  lord  Timon?  he  is  my  very  good  friend,  and  an 
honourable  gentleman. 

1  Stran.  AYe  know  him  for  no  less,  though  we  are  but  strangers 
to  him.  But  I  can  tell  you  one  thing,  my  lord,  and  which  I  hear 
from  common  rumours;  now  lord  Timon's  happy  hours  are 
done  and  past,  and  his  estate  shrinks  from  him. 

Ittc.  Fie,  no,  do  not  believe  it ;  he  cannot  want  for  money. 

2  Stran.  But  believe  you  this,  my  lord,  that  not  long  ago,  one 
of  his  men  was  with  the  lord  Lucullus,  to  borrow  so  many  talents ; 
nay,  urged  extremely  for't,  and  showed  vvhat  necessity  belonged 
to't,  and  yet  was  denied. 

Lttc.  How? 

2  Stran.  I  tell  you,  denied,  my  lord. 

I/21C.  What  a  strange  case  was  that  ?  now,  before  the  gods,  I 
am  ashamed  on't.  Denied  that  honourable  man  ?  there  was 
very  little  honour  showed  in't.  For  my  own  part,  I  must  needs 
confess,  I  have  received  some  small  kindnesses  from  him,  as 
money,  plate,  jewels,  and  such  like  trifles,  nothing  comparing  to 
his ;  yet,  had  he  mistook  him,  and  sent  to  me,  I  should  ne'er  have 
denied  his  occasion  so  many  talents. 

Enter  Seevilius. 

Ser.  See,  by  good  hap,  yondcr's  my  lord ;  I  have  sweat  to  see 
his  honour. — Aly  honoured  lord, —  [  To  Lrcirs. 

Luc  Servilius  !  you  are  kindly  met.  Sir.  Fare  thee  well : — 
Commend  me  to  thy  honourable-virtuous  lord,  my  very  exquisite 
friend. 

Ser.  May  it  please  your  honour,  my  lord  hath  sent 

Etic.  Ha !  what  has  he  sent  ?  I  am  so  much  endeared  to  that 
lord ;  he's  ever  sending  :  How  shall  I  thank  him,  thinkest  thou  ? 
And  what  has  he  sent  now  ? 

Ser.  He  has  only  sent  his  present  occasion  now,  my  lord; 
requesting  your  lordship  to  supply  his  instant  use,  with  so  many 
talents. 

Ia>c.  I  know,  his  lordship  is  but  merry  with  me ; 
He  cannot  want  fifty-five  hundred  talents. 

Ser.  But  in  the  mean  time  he  wants  less,  my  lord. 
If  his  occasion  were  not  virtuous, 
I  should  not  urge  it  half  so  faithfully .f 

Iitc.  Dost  thou  speak  seriously,  Servilius  ? 

Ser.  Upon  my  soul,  'tis  true,  Sir. 

Inc.  "What  a  wicked  beast  was  I,  to  di.'^fumish  myself  against 
such  a  good  time,  when  I  misht  have  shown  myself  honourable  ? 
how  unluckily  it  happened,  that  I  should  purchfuse  the  day  before 
for  a  little  part,  and  undo  a  great  deal  of  honour  ? — Servilius, 
now  before  the  gods,  I  am  not  able  to  do't ;  the  more  beast,  1 

*  /.  e.  life.  t  Fervently. 
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say ; — I  was  sending  to  use  lord  Timon  myself,  these  gentlemen 
can  witness ;  but  I  would  not,  for  the  wealth  of  Athens,  I  had 
done  it  now.  Commend  me  bountifully  to  his  good  lordship; 
and  I  hope,  his  honour  will  conceive  the  fairest  of  me,  because  I 
have  no  power  to  be  kind :  And  tell  him  this  from  me,  I  count  it 
one  of  my  greatest  afflictions,  say,  that  I  cannot  pleasure  such  an 
honourable  gentleman.  Good  Servihus,  will  you  befriend  me  so 
far,  as  to  use  mine  own  words  to  him  ? 

Ser.  Yes,  Sir,  I  shall. 

Luc.  1  will  look  you  out  a  good  turn,  Servilias. — 

[.Exit  Seryilius. 
True,  as  you  said,  Timon  is  shrunk,  indeed  ; 
And  he,  that's  once  denied,  will  hardly  speed.        \_IJxU  Lccius. 

1  Stran.  Do  you  observe  this,  Hostilius  ? 

2  Straii.  Ay,  too  well. 
1  Stran.  Why  this 

Is  the  world's  soul ;  and  just  of  the  same  piece 
Is  every  flatterer's  spirit.    "Who  can  call  him 
His  friend,  that  dips  in  the  same  dish  ?  for,  in 
My  knowing,  Timon  hath  been  thia  lord's  father. 
And  kept  his  credit  with  his  purse  ; 
Supported  his  estate ;  nay,  Timon's  money 
Has  paid  his  men  their  wages :  He  ne'er  drinks, 
But  Timon's  silver  treads  upon  his  lip ; 
And  yet  (O,  see  the  monstrousness  of  man 
"When  he  looks  out  in  an  ungrateful  shape  !) 
He  does  deny  him,  in  respect  of  his,  * 
"What  charitable  men  alford  to  beggars, 

3  Stran.  Religion  groans  at  it. 
1  Stran.  Yov  mine  own  part, 

I  never  tasted  Timon  in  my  life. 

Nor  came  any  of  his  bounties  over  me, 

To  mark  mc  for  his  friend ;  yet,  I  protest, 

Por  his  right  noble  mind,  illustrious  virtue, 

And  honourable  carriage, 

Had  his  necessity  made  use  of  mo, 

I  would  have  put  my  wealth  into  donation. 

And  the  best  half  should  have  return'd  to  hi:ii, 

So  much  I  love  his  heart :  But,  I  perceive, 

IMen  must  learn  now  with  pity  to  dispense  : 

I'or  policy  sits  above  conscience.  [E.retoif. 

SCENE  III. — The  same.    A  Hoom  in  Sempeoxius'  House. 

Enter  Semi'Eonius,  and  a  Sekvant  o/ Timor's. 
Sem.  Must  he  needs  trouble  mc  in't  ?  Humph !    'Bovc  all 
others  ? 
He  might  have  tried  lord  Lucius,  or  Lucullus  ; 
And  now  Ventidius  is  wealthy  too, 
"Whom  he  redeem'd  from  prison  :  All  these  three 
Owe  their  estates  unto  him. 
Sei-v.  0  my  lord. 

*  7.  e.  his  means. 
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They  have  all  been  touch'd,  and  found  base  metal ;  for 
They  have  all  denied  him  ! 

Sem.  How  !  have  they  denied  him  ? 
Has  Ventidius  and  LucuUus  denied  him  ? 
And  does  he  send  to  me  ?  Three  ?  humph  I — 
It  shows  but  little  love  or  judgment  in  him. 
Must  I  be  his  last  refuge  ?    His  friends,  like  physicians, 
Thrive,  give  him  over ;  *  Must  I  take  the  cure  upon  me  ? 
He  has  much  disgraced  me  in't ;  I  am  angry  at  him. 
That  might  have  known  my  place :  I  see  no  sense  for't. 
But  his  occasions  might  have  woo'd  me  first ; 
Por,  in  my  conscience,  I  was  the  first  man 
That  e'er  received  gift  from  him : 
And  does  he  think  so  backwardly  of  me  now. 
That  I'll  requite  it  last  ?    No :  so  it  may  prove 
An  argument  of  laughter  to  the  rest. 
And  I  amongst  the  lords  be  thought  a  fool. 
I  had  rather  than  the  worth  of  thrice  the  sum, 
He  had  sent  to  me  first,  but  for  my  mind's  sake  ; 
I  had  such  a  courage  t  to  do  him  good.    But  now  return. 
And  with  their  faint  reply  this  answer  join ; 
"Who  bates  mine  honour,  shall  not  know  my  coin.  [Exif. 

Serv.  Excellent !  Your  lordship's  a  goodly  villain.    The  devil 
knew  not  what  he  did,  when  he  made  man  politic,  +  he  crossed  § 
himself  by't :  and  I  cannot  think,  but,  in  the  end,  the  villanies 
of  man  will  set  him  clear.    How  fairly  this  lord  strives  to  appear 
foul !  takes  virtuous  copies  to  be  ^vicked ;  like  those  that,  under 
hot  ardent  zeal,  would  set  whole  realms  on  fire. 
Of  such  a  nature  is  his  politic  love. 
This  was  my  lord's  best  hope ;  now  all  are  fled, 
Save  the  gods  only:  Now  his  friends  are  dead, 
Doors,  that  were  ne'er  acquainted  with  their  wards 
Many  a  bounteous  year,  must  be  employ'd 
Now  to  guard  sure  their  master. 
And  this  is  all  a  liberal  course  allows  ; 
^V^ho  cannot  keep  his  wealth,  must  keep  his  house,  il  \_Exit. 

SCENE  IV.—Tlie  same.     A  Hall  in  Timon's  JTonse. 

Enter  two  Servants  of  Vaero,  and  the  Servant  of  LrciT'S, 
meeting  TiTUS,  HoRTEXSius,  and  other  Servants  to  TiMON's 
Creditors,  waiting  his  coming  out. 

Tar.  Serv.  '^Vell  met ;  good- morrow,  Titus  and  Hortensius. 

Tit.  The  like  to  you,  kind  Varro. 

Hot.  Lucius? 
"What,  do  we  meet  together  ? 

Luc.  Serv.  Ay,  and,  I  think, 
One  business  does  command  us  all ;  for  mine 
Is  money. 

Tit.  So  is  theirs  and  ours. 

*  7.  e.  thrive  by  him  and  then  give  him  over. 

t  Ardour,  eager  desire.  J  Crafty.  §  Thwarted. 

1  I.  e.  keep  withm  doors  for  fear  of  duns. 
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Enter  PhiLOTUS. 

Luc.  Serv.  And  Sir 
Philotus  too ! 

JPM.  Good  day  at  once. 

Luc.  Serv.  "Welcome,  good  brother. 
What  do  you  think  the  hour  ? 

Phi.  Labouring  for  nine. 

Luc.  Serv.  So  mucli  ? 

JPhi.  Is  not  my  lord  seen  yet  ? 

Luc.  Serv.  Not  yet. 

Fhi.  I  wonder  on't ;  he  was  wont  to  shine  at  seven. 

Luc.  Serv.  Ay,  but  the  days  are  wax'd  shorter  with  him 
Tou  must  consider,  that  a  prodigal  course 
Is  hke  the  sun's ;  *  but  not,  like  his,  recoverable. 
I  fear, 

'Tis  deepest  winter  in  lord  Timon's  purse  ; 
That  is,  one  may  reach  deep  enough,  and  yet 
Knd  little. 

Fki.  I  am  of  your  fear  for  that. 

Tit.  I'll  show  you  how  to  observe  a  strange  event. 
Your  lord  sends  now  for  money. 

Jlor.  Most  true,  he  does. 

Tit.  And  he  wears  jewels  now,  of  Timon's  gift, 
For  which  I  wait  for  money. 

Jlor.  It  is  against  my  heart. 

Luc.  Serv.  Mark,  how  strange  it  shows, 
Timon  in  this  should  pay  more  than  he  owes  : 
And  e'en  as  if  your  lord  should  wear  rich  jewels. 
And  send  for  money  for  'em. 

Sor.  I  am  weary  of  this  charge,!  the  gods  can  witness : 
I  know,  my  lord  hath  spent  of  Timon's  ^vealth, 
Aiid  now  ingratitude  makes  it  worse  than  stealth. 

War.  Serv.  Yes,  mine's  three  thousand  crowns :  What's  yours? 

Luc.  Serv.  Five  thousand  mine. 

1  T'ar.  Sei'v.  'Tis  much  deep :  and  it  should  seem  by  the  sum. 
Your  master's  confidence  was  above  mine ; 
Else,  surely,  his  X  had  equaU'd. 

Enter  Flaminius. 
Tit.  One  of  lord  Timon's  men. 

Luc.  Serv.  Flaminius  !  Sir,  a  word:  'Pray,  is  my  lord  ready  to 
come  forth  ? 
Flam.  No,  indeed,  he  is  not. 

Tit.  "We  attend  his  lordship  ;  'Pray,  signify  so  much. 
Flam.  I  need  not  tell  him  that ;  he  knows,  you  are  too  diligent. 

[^Exit  Flaminius. 

Enter  Fl.IVIUS  in  a  cloak,  muffled. 
Luc.  Serv.  Ha  !  is  not  that  his  stewai-d  muffled  so  ? 
He  goes  away  in  a  cloud  :  call  him,  call  him. 
Tit.  l)o  you  hear.  Sir  ? 

*  I.  e.  in  blaze  and  splendour.  t  Commission,  employment. 

t  I.e.  his  debt. 
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1  Var.  Serv.  By  your  leave,  Sir, 

Flav.  What  do  you  ask  of  me,  my  friend  ? 

Tit.  "We  wait  for  certain  money  here,  Sir. 

Flav.  Ay, 
If  money  were  as  certain  as  your  waiting, 
'Twere  sure  enough.    "Why  then  preferr'd  you  not 
Tour  sums  and  bills,  when  your  false  masters  eat 
Of  my  lord's  meat  ?    Then  they  could  smile,  and  fawn 
Upon  his  debts,  and  take  down  the  interest 
Into  their  gluttonous  maws.    You  do  yourselves  but  wrong. 
To  stir  me  up ;  let  me  pass  quietly : 
Believe't  my  lord  and  I  have  made  an  end ; 
I  have  no  more  to  reckon,  he  to  spend. 

Imc.  Serv.  Ay,  but  this  answer  will  not  serve. 

Flav.  If 'twill  not, 
'Tis  not  so  base  as  you ;  for  you  serve  knaves.  [Foeit. 

1  Var.  Serv.  How  !  what  does  his  cashier'd  worship  mutter  ? 

2  Var.  Serv.  No  matter  what ;  he's  poor,  and  that's  revenge 
enough.  Who  can  speak  broader  than  he  that  has  no  house  to 
put  his  head  in  ?  such  may  rail  against  great  buildings. 

Filter  Seevilius. 

Tit.  O,  here's  Servilius ;  now  we  shall  know 
Some  answer. 

Ser.  If  I  might  beseech  you,  gentlemen. 
To  repair  some  other  hour,  I  should  much 
Derive  from  it :  for,  take  it  on  my  soul, 
My  lord  leans  wondrously  to  discontent, 
His  comfortable  temper  has  forsook  him ; 
He  is  much  out  of  health,  and  keeps  his  chamber. 

Luc.  Serv.  Many  do  keep  their  chambers,  are  not  sick  : 
And,  if  it  be  so  far  beyond  his  health, 
Methinks,  he  should  the  sooner  pay  his  debts. 
And  make  a  clear  way  to  the  gods. 

Ser.  Good  gods  I 

Tit.  We  cannot  take  this  for  an  answer,  Sir. 

Flam,  [tvithiii'].  Servilius,  help  ! — my  lord!  my  lord  ! — 

Fnter  TiMON,  in  a  rage ;  'Flamijuixjs  following. 

Tim.  What,  are  my  doors  opposed  against  my  passage  ? 
Have  I  been  ever  free,  and  must  my  house 
Be  my  retentive  enemy,  my  jail : 
The  place  which  I  have  feasted,  does  it  now, 
Like  all  mankind,  show  me  an  iron  heart  ? 

Luc.  Serv.  Put  in  now,  Titus. 

Tit.  My  lord,  here  is  my  bill. 

Luc.  Serv.  Here's  mine. 

Hor.  Serv.  And  mine,  my  lord. 

Loth  Var.  Serv.  And  ours,  my  lord. 

Flu.  All  our  bills. 

Tim.  Knock  me  down  with  'em :  *  cleave  me  to  the  girdle. 

Luc.  Serv.  Alas,  my  lord, 

*  A  quibble  upon  written  bills;  bills  or  battle-axes. 
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Tim.  Cut  my  heart  in  sums. 
Tit.  Mine,  tilly  talents. 
Tim.  Tell  out  my  blood. 
Iaic.  Serv.  Five  thousand  cro^vns,  my  lord. 
Tim.  Five  thousand  drops  pays  that. — 
What  yours  ? — and  yours  ? 

1  Var.  Serv.  My  lord, 

2  Var.  Serv.  My  lord, 

Tim.  Tear  me,  take  me,  and  the  gods  fall  upon  you  !        \Exit. 

Hor.  'Faith,  I  perceive  our  masters  may  throw  their  caps  at 
their  money  ;  these  debts  may  well  be  called  desperate  ones,  for 
a  madman  owes  'em.  [^Exeunt. 

He-enter  TiMOX  and  Flatius. 

Tim.  They  have  e'en  put  my  breath  fi'om  me,  the  slaves : 
Creditors ! — devils. 

Flav.  My  dear  lord, • 

Tim.  What  if  it  should  be  so  ? 

Flav.  My  lord, 

Tim.  I'll  have  it  so  : — My  ste^vard  ! 

Flav.  Here,  my  lord. 

Tim.  So  fitly  ?  Go,  bid  all  my  friends  again, 
Lucius,  Lucullus,  and  Sempronius,  all : 
I'll  once  more  feast  the  rascals. 

Flav.  O  my  lord, 
You  only  speak  from  your  distracted  soul ; 
There  is  not  so  much  left,  to  furnish  out 
A  moderate  table. 

Tim.  Be't  not  in  thy  care ;  go. 
I  charge  thee,  invite  them  all :  let  in  the  tide 
Of  knaves  once  more ;  my  cook  and  I'll  provide.  [E.reunt. 

SCUNE  v.— The  same.     The  Senate-House. 

The  Senate  sitting.     Enter  Alcibiades,  attended. 

1  Sen.  My  lord,  you  have  my  voice  to  it ;  the  itiult  's 
Bloody  ;  'tis  necessary  he  should  die  : 

Nothing  emboldens  sin  so  much  as  mercy. 

2  Sen.  Most  true  ;  the  law  shall  bruise  him. 

Alcib.  Honour,  health,  and  compassion  to  the  senate  ! 

1  Sen.  Now,  captain  ? 

Alcib.  I  am  an  humble  suitor  to  your  virtues ; 
For  pity  is  the  virtue  of  the  law, 
And  none  but  tyrants  use  it  cruelly. 
It  pleases  time,  and  fortune,  to  lie  heavy 
Upon  a  friend  of  mine,  who,  in  hot  blood, 
Hath  stepp'd  into  the  law,  which  is  past  depth 
To  those  that,  without  heed,  do  i)lunge  into  it. 
He  is  a  man,  setting  his  fate  a.side,  * 
Of  comely  virtues : 

Nor  did  he  soil  the  fact  with  cowardice 
(An  honour  in  him  which  buys  out  his  fault) ; 
iiut,  with  a  noble  fury,  and  fair  spirit, 

*  I.  c.  this  particular  action,  predetermined  by  fate. 
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Seeing  his  reputation  toucli'd  to  death, 
lie  did  oppose  his  foe  : 
And  with  such  sober  and  unnoted  passion  * 
He  did  behave  f  his  anger,  ere  'twas  spent. 
As  if  he  had  but  proved  an  argument. 

1  Sen.  You  undergo  too  strict  a  paradox,  X 
Striving  to  make  an  ugly  deed  look  fair : 
Your  words  have  took  such  pains,  as  if  they  labour'd 
To  bring  manslaughter  into  form,  set  quarrelling 
Upon  the  head  of  valour ;  which,  indeed, 
Is  valour  misbegot,  and  came  into  the  world 
When  sects  and  factions  were  newly  born ; 
He's  truly  valiant,  that  can  wisely  sufler 
The  worst  that  man  can  breathe ;  and  make  his  wrongs 
His  outsides :  wear  them  like  his  raiment,  carelessly ; 
And  ne'er  prefer  his  injuries  to  his  heart. 
To  bring  it  into  danger. 
If  wrongs  be  evils,  and  enforce  us  kill, 
"What  folly  'tis  to  hazard  life  for  ill  ? 

Alcib.  IMy  lord, 

1  Sen.  You  cannot  make  gross  sins  look  clear ; 
To  revenge  is  no  valour,  but  to  bear. 

Alcib.  My  lords,  then,  under  favour  pardon  me, 
If  I  speak  like  a  captain. — 
Why  do  fond  men  expose  themselves  to  battle. 
And  not  endure  all  threat'nings  ?  sleep  upon  it, 
And  let  the  foes  quietly  cut  their  throats, 
"Without  repugnancy ;  but  if  there  be 
Such  valour  in  the  bearing,  what  make  we 
Abroad  ?  §  why  then,  women  are  more  valiant. 
That  stay  at  home,  if  bearing  carry  it ; 
And  th'  ass,  more  captain  than  the  lion  ;  the  felon, 
Loaden  with  irons,  wiser  than  the  judge, 
If  wisdom  be  in  suffering.    O  my  lords, 
As  you  are  great,  be  pitifully  good : 
Who  cannot  condemn  rashness  in  cold  blood  ? 
To  kill,  I  grant,  is  sin's  extremest  gust ; 
Eut,  in  defence,  by  mercy,  'tis  most  just. 
To  be  in  anger,  is  impiety ; 
But  who  is  man,  that  is  not  angry  ? 
Weigh  but  the  crime  with  this. 

2  Sen.  You  breathe  in  vain. 
Alcib.  In  vain  ?  his  service  done 

At  Laccdffimon,  and  Byzantium. 
Were  a  sufficient  briber  for  his  life. 

1  Sen.  AVhat's  that  ? 

Alcib.  Why,  I  say,  my  lords,  he  has  done  fair  service. 
And  slain  in  fight  many  of  your  enemies : 
How  full  of  valour  did  he  bear  himself 
In  the  last  conflict,  and  made  plenteous  wounds ! 

*  I.  e.  passion  so  subdued  that  no  spectator  could  note  its  operation. 
+  Manage,  govern.  t  You  undertake  a  paradox  too  hard. 

t  I  e.  iu  the  field. 
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2  Sen.  He  has  made  too  much  plenty  with  'em,  he 
Is  a  sworn  rioter :  h'  as  a  shi  that  often 
Drowns  him  and  takes  his  valour  prisoner : 
If  there  were  no  foes,  that  were  enough  alone 
To  overcome  him  :  In  that  beastly  fury 
Ho  has  been  known  to  commit  outrages. 
And  cherish  factions :  'Tis  inferr'd  to  us, 
His  days  are  foul,  and  his  drink  dangerous. 

1  Sen.  He  dies. 

Alcib.  Hard  fate  !  he  might  have  died  in  war. 
My  lords,  if  not  for  any  parts  in  him 
(Though  his  right  arm  might  purchase  his  own  time, 
And  be  in  debt  to  none),  yet,  more  to  move  you, 
Take  my  deserts  to  his,  and  join  them  both  : 
And,  for  I  know,  your  reverend  ages  love 
Security,  I'll  pawn  my  victories,  all 
Mine  honour  to  you,  upon  his  good  returns. 
If  by  this  crime  he  owes  the  law  his  life. 
Why,  let  the  war  receive'!  in  valiant  gore ; 
Tor  law  is  strict,  and  war  is  nothing  more. 

1  Sen.  T\'e  are  for  law,  he  dies ;  urge  it  no  more, 
On  height  of  our  displeasure :  Friend,  or  brother. 
He  forfeits  his  own  blood,  that  spills  another. 

Alcib.  IMust  it  be  so  ?  it  must  not  be.    My  lords, 
I  do  beseech  you,  know  me. 

2  Sen.  How  ? 

Alcib.  Call  me  to  your  remembrances. 

3  Sen.  What  ? 

Alcib.  I  cannot  think,  but  your  age  has  forgot  me ; 
It  could  not  else  be,  I  should  i^rove  so  base,* 
To  sue,  and  be  denied  such  common  grace : 
[My  wounds  ache  at  you. 

1  Sen.  Do  you  dare  our  anger  ? 
'Tis  in  few  words,  but  spacious  in  eflect ; 
^V^e  banish  thee  for  ever. 

Alcib.  Banish  me  ? 
Banish  your  dotage ;  banish  usury, 
That  makes  the  senate  ugly. 

1  Sen.  If,  after  two  days'  shine,  Athens  contain  thee, 
Attend  our  weightier  judgment.    And,  not  to  swell  our  spirit.f 
He  shall  be  executed  presently.  ^Exeunt  Sexatoks. 

Alcib.  Now  the  gods  keep  you  old  enough,  that  you  may  live 
Only  in  bone,  that  none  may  look  on  you  ! 
I  am  worse  than  mad  :  I  have  kept  back  their  foes, 
"While  they  have  told  their  money,  and  let  out 
Their  coin  upon  large  interest ;  I  myself, 
Eicli  only  in  large  hurts  ■ — All  those,  for  this  ? 
Is  this  the  balsam,  that  the  usuring  senate 
Pours  into  captains'  wounds  ?  ha  !  banishment  ? 
It  comes  not  ill ;  I  hate  not  to  be  banish'd  ; 
It  is  a  cause  worthy  my  sjtleen  and  fury, 
That  I  may  strike  at  Athens.    I'll  cheer  up 

*  Dishonoured.  t  /.  e.  not  to  put  ourselves  in  any  tumour  of  rage. 
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My  discontented  troops,  and  laj'*  for  hearts  ; 

'Tis  honour,  with  most  lands  to  be  at  odds ; 

Soldiers  should  brook  as  little  wTongs,  as  gods.  lExit. 

SCjEXU  VI. — A  magnificent  Room  in  Timon's  House. 

Music.     Tables  set  out:  Servants  attending.     Enter  divers 
Lords,  at  several  doors. 

1  Lord.  The  good  time  of  day  to  you,  Sir. 

2  Loi'd.  I  also  wish  it  to  you.  I  think,  this  honourable  lord 
did  but  try  us  this  other  day. 

1  Lord.  Upon  that  were  my  thoughts  tiring,t  when  we  en- 
countered :  I  hope,  it  is  not  so  low  \vith  him,  as  he  made  it  seem 
in  the  trial  of  his  several  friends. 

2  Lord.  It  should  not  be,  by  the  persuasion  of  his  new  feasting. 

1  Lord.  I  should  think  so :  He  hath  sent  me  an  earnest  in- 
viting, which  many  my  near  occasions  did  urge  me  to  put  off; 
but  he  hath  conjured  me  beyond  them,  and  I  must  needs  appear. 

2  Lord.  In  like  manner  was  I  in  debt  to  my  importunate 
business,  but  he  would  not  hear  my  excuse.  I  am  sorry,  when 
he  sent  to  borrow  of  me,  that  my  provision  was  out. 

1  Lord.  I  am  sick  of  that  grief  too,  as  I  understand  how  all 
things  go. 

2  Lord.  Every  man  here's  so.  What  would  he  have  borro^^ed 
of  you  ? 

1  Lord.  A  thousand  pieces. 

2  Lord.  A  thousand  pieces  ! 
1  Lord.  "What  of  you  ? 

3  Lord.  He  sent  to  me,  Sir. — Here  he  comes. 

JEnter  TiJION,  and  Attendants. 
Tim.  AVith  all  my  heart,  gentlemen  both : — And  how  fare  you  ? 

1  Lord.  Ever  at  the  best,  hearing  well  of  your  lordship. 

2  Lord.  The  swallow  follows  not  summer  more  drilling,  than 
we  your  lordship. 

Tim.  'aside'].  Nor  more  willingly  leaves  winter;  such  sum- 
mer-birds are  men. — Gentlemen,  our  dinner  will  not  recompense 
this  long  stay :  feast  your  ears  with  the  music  awhile ;  if  they  will 
fare  so  harshly  on  the  trumpet's  sound :  we  shall  to't  presently. 

1  Lord.  I  hope  it  remains  not  unkindly  with  yom*  lordship, 
that  I  returned  you  an  empty  messenger. 

Tim.  0,  Sir,  let  it  not  trouble  you. 

2  Lo)-d.  My  noble  lord, 

Tim.  Ah,  my  good  friend !  what  cheer  ? 

\_The  hanqvet  hrouglit  in. 

2  Lord.  My  most  honourable  lord,  I  am  e'en  sick  of  shame, 
that,  v.-hen  your  lordship  this  other  day  sent  to  me,  I  was  so  un- 
fortunate a  beggar. 

Tim.  Think  not  on't.  Sir. 

2  Lord.  If  you  had  sent  but  two  hours  before, 

Tim.  Let  it  not  cumber  yotir  better  remembrancCji — Come, 
bring  in  altogether. 

2  Lord.  All  cover'd  dishes ! 

*  (Out;.  t  Idly  employed.  t  7. e.  your  good  memory. 
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1  Lord.  Eoyal  cheer,  I  warrant  you. 

3  Lord.  Doubt  not  that,  if  money,  and  the  season  can  yield  it. 

1  Lord.  How  do  you  ?    "VV  hat's  the  news  ? 

3  Lord.  Alcibiades  is  banished :  Hear  you  of  it  ? 

1  Sc2  Lord.  Alcibiades  banished ! 

3  Lord.  'Tis  so,  be  sure  of  it. 

1  Lord.  How  ?  how  ? 

2  Lord.  I  pray  you,  upon  what  ? 

Tim.  My  worthy  friends,  will  you  draw  near  ? 

3  L^ord.  I'll  tell  you  more  anon.    Here's  a  noble  feast  toward.* 

2  Lord.  This  is  the  old  man  still. 

3  Lord.  Wiirt  hold  ?  will't  hold  ? 

2  Lord.  It  does  :  but  time  will — and  so — 

3  Lord.  I  do  conceive. 

Tim.  Each  man  to  his  stool,  with  that  spur  as  he  would  to  the 
lip  of  his  mistress  :  your  diet  shall  be  in  all  places  alike.  Make 
not  a  city  feast  of  it,  to  let  the  meat  cool  ere  ^ve  can  agree  upon 
the  first  place :  Sit,  sit.    The  gods  require  our  thanks. 

You  great  henefactors,  sprinkle  our  societij  tcith  ihankfiilness. 
For  your  oivn  gifts,  make  i/ov.r.ielves  praised :  Iv.t  reserve  still 
to  give,  lest  your  deities  be  despised.  Lend  to  each  man  enough, 
that  one  need  not  lend  to  the  other :  for,  tcere  your  godheads  to 
horrow  of  men,  men  loould  forsake  the  gods.  Make  the  meat  he 
heloved,  more  than  the  man  that  gives  it.  Let  no  assemhly  of 
twenty  he  without  a  score  of  villains  :  If  there  sit  twelve  women 
at  the  table,  let  a  dozen  of  them  be — as  they  are. — The  rest  of 
your  fees,  O  gods, — the  senators  of  Athens,  together  u-ith  the 
common  lag  f  of  people, — tvhat  is  amiss  in  them,  you  gods  make 
suitable  for  destruction.  For  these  my  present  friends,— as  they 
are  to  me  nothing,  so  in  nothing  bless  them,  and  to  nothing  they 
are  tvelcome. 

Uncover,  dogs,  and  lap. 

[  The  disJies  nncovered  are  full  of  tcarm  water. 

Some  speak.  What  does  his  lordship  mean  ? 

Some  other.  I  know  not. 
^  Tim.  May  you  a  better  fea.st  never  behold, 
You  knot  of  mouth-friends  !  ismoke,  and  luke-warm  water 
Is  your  perfection.    This  is  Timon's  last ; 
"Wiio  stuck  and  spangled  you  with  flatteries, 
IVashes  it  off,  and  sprinkles  in  your  faces 

[Throwing  water  in  their  faces. 
Your  reeking  villany.    Live  loath'd,  and  long. 
Most  smiling,  smooth,  detested  parasites, 
Courteous  destroyers,  affable  wolves,  meek  bears, 
You  fools  of  fortune,  trencher-friends,  time's  flies. :J; 
Cap  and  knee  slaves,  vapours,  and  minute-jacks  I  § 
Of  man,  and  beast,  the  infinite  |j  malady 
Crust  you  quite  o'er ! — '^Vhat,  dost  thou  go  ? 

*  Ready.  t  The  lowest.  t  Flics  of  a  season. 

5  Jacks  of  the  clock  ;  like  those  once  at  St.  Dunstan's  Church,  in  Fleet 
Street.  1]  J.  e.  every  conceivable. 
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Soft,  take  thy  physic  first — thou  too, — and  thou ; — 

[Throtcs  the  dishes  at  them,  and  drives  them  out. 
Stay,  I  will  lend  thee  money,  borrow  none. — 
Wliat,  all  in  motion  ?    Henceforth  be  no  feast, 
"Whereat  a  Adllain  's  not  a  welcome  guest. 
33urn,  house ;  sink,  Athens  !  henceforth  hated  be 
Of  Timon,  man,  and  all  humanity.  [Exit. 

He-enter  the  LoEDS,  tcith  other  LOBDS  and  SexaTOBS. 

1  Lord.  How  now,  my  lords  ? 

2  Lord.  Know  you  the  quality  of  lord  Timon's  fury  ? 

3  Lord.  Pish  !  did  you  see  my  caj)  ? 

4  Lord.  I  have  lost  my  gown. 

3  Lord.  He's  but  a  mad  lord,  and  nought  but  humour  sways 
him.  He  gave  me  a  jewel  the  other  day,  and  now  he  has  beat  it 
out  of  my  hat : — Did  you  see  my  jewel  ? 

4  Lord.  Did  you  see  my  cap  ? 

3  Lord.  Here  'tis. 

4  Lord.  Here  lies  my  gown. 

1  Lord.  Let's  make  no  stay. 

2  Lord.  Lord  Timon 's  mad. 

3  Lord.  I  feel't  upon  my  bones. 

4  Lord.  One  day  he  gives  us  diamonds,  next  day  stones. 

!  Exeunt, 


ACT  IV. 

SCENE  I.— Without  the  tvalls  of  Alliens. 
Enter  TiMON 

Tim.  Let  me  look  back  upon  thee,  O  thou  wall, 
That  girdlest  in  those  wolves  !    Dive  in  the  earth, 
And  fence  not  Athens  !    Matrons,  turn  incontinent ; 
Obedience  fail  in  children  !  slaves,  and  fools, 
Pluck  the  grave  wrinkled  senate  from  the  bench. 
And  minister  in  their  steads  !  to  general  filths* 
Convert  o'  the  instant,  green  virginity ! 
Do't  in  your  parents'  eyes  !  bankrupts,  hold  fast ; 
Eather  than  render  back,  out  with  your  knives. 
And  cut  your  trusters'  throats !  bound  servants,  steal ! 
Large  handed  robbers  your  grave  masters  are. 
And  pill  by  law  !  maid,  to  thy  master's  bed ; 
Thy  mistress  is  o'  the  brothel !  son  of  sixteen. 
Pluck  the  hned  crutch  from  the  old  limping  sire. 
AVith  it  beat  out  his  brains  !  piety,  and  fear, 
licligion  to  the  gods,  peace,  justice,  truth, 
Domestic  awe,  night-rest,  and  neighbourhood, 
Instruction,  manners,  mysteries,  and  trades, 
Degrees,  observances,  customs,  and  laws, 
Decline  to  your  confounding  contraries, 
And  let  confusion  live ! — Plagues,  incident  to  men. 
*  Coiumnn  sewers. 

VOL.  IV.  M 
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Tour  potent  and  infectious  fevers  heap 

On  Athens,  ripe  for  stroke  !  thou  cold  sciatica, 

Cripple  our  senators,  that  their  limbs  may  halt 

As  lamely  as  their  manners  !  lust  and  liberty* 

Creep  in  the  minds  and  marrows  of  our  youth  ; 

That  'gainst  the  stream  of  virtue  they  may  strive, 

And  drown  themselves  in  riot !  itches,  blains. 

Sow  all  the  Athenian  bosoms ;  and  their  crop 

Be  general  leprosy  !  breath  infect  breath ; 

That  their  society,  as  their  friendship,  may 

Be  merely  poison  !    Nothing  I'll  bear  from  thee, 

But  nakedness,  thou  detestable  town  ! 

Take  thou  that  too,  with  multiplying  banns  !t 

Timon  mil  to  the  woods ;  where  he  shall  iind 

The  unkindest  beast  more  kinder  than  mankind. 

The  gods  confound  (hear  me,  ye  good  gods  all) 

The  Athenians  both  mthin  and  out  that  wall  I 

And  grant,  as  Timon  grows,  his  hate  may  grow" 

To  the  whole  race  of  mankind,  high,  and  low ! 

Amen.  "  iTSxit. 

SCENE  IL— Athens.    A  Soom  in  Timon's  House. 
Enter  YLkWVS,  with  two  or  three  SERVANTS. 
1  Serv.  Hear  you,  master  steward,  vrhere's  our  master  ? 
Are  we  undone  ?  cast  off?  nothing  remaining  ? 

Flav.  Alack,  my  fellows,  what  should  I  say  to  you  r 
Let  me  be  recorded  by  the  righteous  gods, 
I  am  as  poor  as  you. 

1  Serv.  Such  a  house  broke  ! 

So  noble  a  master  fallen !    All  gone  !  and  not 
One  friend  to  take  his  fortune  hy  the  arm. 
And  go  along  with  him  ! 

2  Serv.  As  we  do  turn  our  backs 

From  our  companion,  thrown  into  his  grave ; 

So  his  familiars  to  his  buried  fortunes 

Slink  all  away ;  leave  their  false  vows  with  him. 

Like  empty  purses  pick'd :  and  his  poor  self, 

A  dedicated  beggar  lo  the  air, 

With  his  disease  of  all-shuun'd  poverty, 

Walks,  like  contempt,  alone.— More  of  our  fellows. 

Enter  other  Seevants. 
F/av.  All  broken  implements  of  a  ruin'd  house. 

3  Serv.  Yet  do  our  hearts  wear  Timon's  livery. 
That  see  I  by  our  faces  ;  we  are  fellows  still. 
Serving  alike  in  sorrow :  Leak'd  is  our  bark  ; 
And  we,  poor  mates,  stand  on  the  dying  deck. 
Hearing  the  surges  threat :  we  must  all  part 
Into  this  sea  of  air. 

Flav.  Good  fellows  all. 
The  latest  of  my  Mealih  I'll  share  amongst  you. 
Wherever  we  shall  meet,  for  Timon's  sake, 

*  For  libertinism.  t  Accumulated  curses. 
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Let's  yet  be  fellows ;  let's  shake  our  heads,  and  say. 
As  'twere  a  knell  unto  our  master's  fortunes. 
We  have  seen  better  daijs.    Let  each  take  some ; 

[  Oitring  them  mone;/. 
Nay,  put  out  all  your  hands.    Xot  one  word  more : 
Thus  part  we  rich  in  sorrow,  parting  poor :    [Uxeiint  Seevants. 
O,  the  fierce*  wretchedness  that  glory  brings  us ! 
Who  would  not  wish  to  be  from  wealth  exempt. 
Since  riches  point  to  misery  and  contempt? 
Who'd  be  so  mock'd  with  glory  ?  or  to  live 
But  in  a  dream  of  friendship  ? 
To  have  his  pomp,  and  all  what  state  compounds, 
But  only  painted,  like  his  varnish'd  friends  ? 
Poor  honest  lord,  brought  low  by  his  own  heart ; 
Undone  by  goodness  !  Strange,  unusual  blood,t 
When  man's  worst  sin  is,  he  does  too  much  good ! 
Who  then  dares  to  be  half  so  kind  again  ? 
For  bounty,  that  makes  gods,  does  still  mar  men. 
My  dearest  lord, — bless'd,  to  be  most  accursed, 
Eich,  only  to  be  wretched; — thy  great  fortunes 
Are  made  thy  chief  afliictions.    Alas,  kind  lord  ! 
He's  flung  in  rage  from  this  ungrateful  seat 
Of  monstrous  friends  :  nor  has  he  with  him  to 
Supply  his  life,  or  that  which  can  command  it. 
I'll  follow,  and  inquire  him  out : 
I'll  serve  his  mind  with  my  best  will ; 
Whilst  I  have  gold,  I'll  be  his  steward  stiU.  [ExiL 

SCi:^'E  III— The  Woods. 
Enter  TiMON. 
Tim.  O  blessed  breedinc:  sun,  draw  from  the  earth 
Eotten  humidity  :  below  thy  sister's  orb  X 
Infect  the  air  !  Twinn'd  brothers  of  one  womb, — 
AVhose  procreation,  residence,  and  birth. 
Scarce  is  dividant, — touch  them  with  several  fortunes ; 
The  greater  scorns  the  lesser  :  Not  nature. 
To  whom  all  sores  lay  siege,  can  bear  great  fortune, 
But  by  §  contempt  of  nature, 
Baise  me  this  beggar,  and  denude  that  lord ; 
The  senator  shall  bear  contempt  hereditary 
The  beggar  native  honour. 
It  is  the  pasture  lards  the  brother's  sides. 
The  want  that  makes  him  lean.    Who  dares,  who  dares, 
In  purity  of  manhood  stand  upright. 
And  say,  This  man's  ajlattererl  if  one  be. 
So  are  they  all ;  for  every  grizeji  of  fortune 
Is  smooth'd  by  that  below  :  the  learned  pate 
Ducks  to  the  golden  fool :  All  is  obhque ; 
There's  nothing  level  in  our  cursed  natures. 
But  direct  villany.    Therefore,  be  abliorr'd 

*  Hasty,  precipitate.  t  Propensity,  disposition. 

J  I.  e.  the  moon's,  tMs  sublunary  world.  5  'Without.  J  Step. 
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All  feasts,  societies,  and  throngs  of  men  ! 

His  semblable,  yea,  himself,  Timon  disdains  ! 

Destruction  fang*  mankind  ! — Earth,  yield  me  roots  !  IDigr/inff. 

"Who  seeks  for  better  of  thee,  sauce  his  palate 

With  thy  most  operant  poison !   What  is  here  ? 

Gold  ?  yellow,  glittering,  precious  gold  ?    No,  gods, 

I  am  no  idle  votarist.f    Roots,  you  clear  heavens  I 

Thus  much  of  this,  will  make  black  white ;  foul,  fair  ; 

Wrong,  right ;  base,  noble ;  old,  young;  coward,  valiant. 

Ha,  you  gods  !  why  this  ?    What  this,  you  gods  ?    AVhy  this 

AA'ill  lug  your  priests  and  servants  from  your  sides  ; 

Pluck  stout  men's  pillows  from  below  their  heads : 

This  yellow  slave 

Will  knit  and  break  religions  ;  bless  the  accursed ; 

Make  the  hoar  lepro.sy  adored ;  place  thieves. 

And  give  them  title,  knee,  and  ai)probation, 

AYith  senators  on  the  bench :  this  is  it^ 

That  makes  the  wappen'd  +  widow  wed  again ; 

She,  whom  the  spital-house,  and  ulcerous  sores 

Would  cast  the  gorge  at,  this  embalms  and  s])iccs 

To  the  April  day  again.    Come,  damned  earth. 

Thou  common  whore  of  mankind,  that  put'st  odds 

Among  the  rout  of  nations,  I  will  make  thee 

Do  thy  right  nature. — [March  afar  off.] — Ha!    a  drum? — 

Thou'rt  quick,  § 
13ut  yet  I'll  bury  thee :  Thou'lt  go,  strong  thief, 
AA'hen  gouty  keepers  of  thee  cannot  stand : — 
Nay,  stay  thou  out  for  earnest.  [Keeping  some  gold. 

Unter  Alcibiades,  tcitli  Drum  and  Fife,  in  li-arlil-e  manner ; 
Pheyxia  and  TlMAXDKA. 

Alcih.  What  art  thou  there  ? 
Speak. 

Tim.  A  beast,  as  thou  art.    The  canker  gnaw  thy  heart. 
For  showing  me  again  the  eyes  of  man ! 

Alcih.  What  is  thy  name  ?    Is  man  so  hateful  to  thee. 
That  art  thyself  a  man  ? 

Tim.  I  am  misanthropo.t.  and  hate  mankind. 
For  thy  part,  1  do  wish  thou  wert  a  dog. 
That  I  might  love  thee  something. 

Alcih.  I  know  thee  well  : 
Put  in  thy  fortunes  am  unlearn'd  and  strange. 

Tim.  I  know  thee  too;  and  more,  than  that  I  l;;iu',v  thcc. 
I  not  desire  to  know.    Follow  thy  drum ; 
With  man's  blood  paint  the  ground,  gules,  gules  : 
Peligious  canons,  civil  laws  are  cruel ; 
Then  what  should  war  be  ?    Tins  fell  whore  of  tliine 
Hath  in  her  more  destruction  than  thy  sword. 
For  all  her  cherubin  look. 

rhr.  Thy  lips  rot  off! 

*  Seize,  gripe.  +  No  insincere  supplicani.. 

I  Sorrowful.  §  /.  e.  of  living- power. 
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Ti7)i.  I  \vill  not  kiss  thee ;  then  the  rot  returns 
To  thine  own  hps  again. 

Alcib.  How  came  the  noble  Timon  to  this  change  ? 

Tiyn.  As  the  moou  does,  by  wanting  hght  to  give  : 
But  then  renew  I  could  not  like  the  moon 
There  were  no  suns  to  borrow  of. 

Alcib.  Noble  Timon, 
What  friendship  may  I  do  thee  ? 

Tini.  None,  but  to 
Maintain  my  oi)inion. 

Alcib.  "What  is  it,  Timon  ? 

Till).  Promise  me  friendship,  but  perform  none  :  If 
Thou  wilt  not  promise,  the  gods  plague  thee :  for 
Thou  art  a  man  !  if  thou  dost  perform,  confound  thee, 
I'or  thou'rt  a  man  ! 

Alcib.  I  have  heard  in  some  sort  of  thy  miseries. 

Tim.  Thou  saw'st  them,  w  hen  I  had  prosperity. 

Alcib.  I  see  them  now ;  then  was  a  blessed  time. 

Tim.  As  thine  is  now,  held  with  a  brace  of  harlots. 

Timan.  Is  this  the  Athenian  minion,  whom  the  world 
"V'oiced  so  regardfully  ? 

Tim.  Art_thou  Timandra  ? 

Timan.  Yes. 

Tim.  Be  a  whore  still !  they  love  thee  not,  that  use  thoe ; 
Give  them  diseases,  leaving  with  thee  their  lust. 
^lake  use  of  thy  salt  hours :  season  the  slaves 
Por  tubs  and  baths ;  bring  down  rose-cheeked  youth 
To  the  tub- fast,  and  the  diet.* 

Timan.  Hang  thee,  monster ! 

Alcib.  Pardon  him,  sweet  Timandra ;  for  his  \vits 
Are  drown'd  and  lost  in  his  calamities. — 
I  have  but  little  gold  of  late,  brave  Timon, 
The  want  whereof  doth  daily  make  revolt 
In  my  penurious  band :  I  have  heard  and  grieved, 
How  cursed  Athens,  mindless  of  thy  worth, 
Forgetting  thy  great  deeds,  when  neighbour  states. 
But  for  thy  sword  and  fortune,  trod  upon  them. — 

Tim.  I  pr'ythee,  beat  thy  drum,  and  get  thee  gone. 

Alcib.  I  am  thy  friendj  and  pity  thee,  dear  Timon. 

Tim.  How  dost  thou  pity  him,  whom  thou  dost  trouble  ? 
I  had  rather  be  alone. 

Alcib.  Why,  fare  thee  well : 
Here's  some  gold  for  thee. 

Tim.  Keep't,  I  cannot  eat  it. 

Alcib.  "VA'hen  I  have  laid  proud  Athens  on  a  heap, 

Tim.  Warr'st  thou  'gainst  Athens  ? 

Alcib.  Ay,  Timon,  and  have  cause. 
Tim.  The  gods  confound  them  all  i'  thy  conquest ;  and 
Thee  after,  when  thou  ha.st  conquer  d  '. 

Alcib.  AYhy  me,  Timon  ? 
r»«.  That, 
By  killing  villains,  thou  wast  born  to  conquer 

*  Alluding  to  the  cure  of  the  luvs  venerea  ths;n  in  practice. 
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My  country. 

Put  up  thy  sold ;  Go  on, — here's  gold, — go  on ; 

Be  as  a  planetary  plague,  when  Jove 

Will  o'er  some  high-viced  city  hang  his  poison 

In  the  sick  air  :  Let  not  thy  sword  skip  one ; 

Pity  not  honour'd  ago  for  his  white  beard, 

He  s  a  usurer :  Strike  nie  the  counterfeit  matron  ; 

It  is  her  habit  only  that  is  honest, 

Herself's  a  bawd  :  Let  not  the  virgin's  cheek 

Make  soft  thy  trenchant  sword :  for  those  milk-paps, 

That  through  the  window-bars  bore  at  men's  eyes, 

Are  not  within  the  leaf  of  pity  writ, 

Set  them  down  horrible  traitors :  Spare  not  the  babe. 

Whose  dimpled  smiles  from  fools  exhaust  their  mercy  ; 

Tliink  it  a  bastard,*  whom  the  oracle 

Hath  doubtfully  pronounced  thy  throat  shall  cut. 

And  mince  it  sans  remorse  :t  Swear  against  objects ;  J 

Put  armour  on  thine  cars,  and  on  thine  eyes ; 

Whose  proof,  nor  yells  of  mothers,  maids,  nor  babes. 

Nor  sight  of  priests  in  holy  vestments  bleeding. 

Shall  pierce  a  jot.    There's  gold  to  jiay  thy  soldiers ; 

Make  largo  confusion  :  and,  thy  fury  spent. 

Confounded  be  thyself !  Speak  not,  be  gone. 

Alcih.  Hast  t'lou  gold  yet  ?    I'll  take  the  gold  thou  givest  me. 
Not  all  thy  counsel. 

Tim.  Dost  thou,  or  dost  thou  not,  heaven's  curse  upon  thee  ! 

Phr.  and  Timaii.   Give  us  some  gold,  good  Timon :  Hast  thou 
more  ? 

Tim.  Enough  to  make  a  whore  forswear  her  trade, 
And  to  make  whores,  a  bawd.    Hold  up,  you  sluts. 
Your  aprons  mountant :  You  are  not  oathable, — 
Although,  I  know,  you'll  swear,  terribly  swear. 
Into  strong  shudders,  and  to  heavenly  agues, 
The  immortal  gods  that'hear  you, — snare  your  oaths, 
I'll  trust  to  yom-  conditions :  §   Be  whores  stii! ; 
And  he  whose  pious  breath  seelcs  to  convert  you, 
Ee  strong  in  whore,  allui'e  him,  burn  him  up ; 
Let  your  close  tire  predominate  his  smoke. 
And  Ijc  no  turncoats :  Yet  may  your  ]iains,  six  moii'.lis, 
]?e  quite  contrary:  And  thatch  your  poor  thin  rooi's 
AVitli  burdens  of  the  dead  ; — some  tliat  were  hang'd. 
No  m:itter :  wear  them,  betray  with  them  :  Mhorc  still ; 
Paint  till  a  horse  may  mire  upon  your  face : 
A  pox  of  wrinkles  ! 

Tin:  and  Timan.  Well,  more  gold; — What  then  ?— 
Believe'^  that  we'll  do  anything  for  gold. 

Tim.  Consumptions  sow 
In  hollow  bones  of  man  ;  strike  their  sharp  .shins. 
And  mar  men's  spurring.    Crack  the  lawyer's  voice. 
That  he  may  never  more  false  title  plead, 

*  .\ii  allusion  tci  tlie  t.ilc  of  QMlipus.  t  Witliout  pity. 

t  I.  '■.  against  objects  of  charity  and  conipashioii. 
{  Vocation. 
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Nor  sound  his  quillets*  shrilly  :  hoar  the  flamen 

That  scolds  against  the  ciuality  of  flesh, 

And  not  l>elieves  himsell :  down  with  the  nose, 

Down  with  it  flat;  take  the  bridge  quite  away 

Of  him,  that  liLs  particular  to  foresee, 

Smells  from  the  general  weal :  make  curl'd  pate  ruffians  bald ; 

And  let  the  unscarr'd  braggarts  of  the  war 

Derive  some  pain  from  you :  Plague  all ; 

That  your  activity  may  defeat  and  quell 

The  source  of  all  erection. — There's  more  gold : — 

Do  you  damn  others,  and  let  this  damn  you, 

And  ditches  grave  you  all ! 

Pkr.  and  Timan.   More  counsel  with  more  money,  bounteoas 
Timon. 

Tim.  More  whore,  more  mischief  first;  I  have  given  you 
earnest. 

Ak-ih.  Strike  m>  the  drum  towards  Athens.    Farewell,  Timon. 
If  I  thrive  well,  I'll  mit  thee  again. 

Tim.  If  I  hope  well,  I'll  never  .see  thee  more. 

Alcil.  I  never  did  thee  harm. 

Tim.  Yes,  thou  spoke.st  well  of  me. 

Alcih.  Cair.-t  thou  that  harm  ? 

Tim.  ilen  daily  find  it  such.  Get  thee  away, 
And  take  thy  beagles  with  thee. 

Alcih.  We  but  offend  him. — 
Strike.  \_Drv.m  heats.    Exeunt  Alcieiades, 

PHEYNIA,  ami  TiMANDHA. 

Tim.  That  nature,  being  sick  of  man's  unkindness, 
Should  yet  be  hungry ! — Common  mother,  thou,  'Digging. 

AVhose  womb  unmeasurable,  and  infinite  brea.st,t 
Teems,  and  feeds  all ;  who.se  .self-same  mettle, 
Whereof  thy  proud  child,  arrogant  man,  Ls  puff'd. 
Engenders  the  black  toad,  and  adder  blue. 
The  gilded  ne\rt,  and  eyeless  venom'd  worm. 
With  all  the  abhorred  births  below  crisp  X  heaven 
Whereon  Hyperion's  quickening  fire  doth  shine  ; 
Yield  him^  who  all  thy  human  sons  doth  hate, 
From  fortn  thy  plenteous  bfjsom  one  poor  root  I 
Ensear  thy  fertile  and  conceptions  womb, 
Let  it  no  more  bring  out  ingrateful  man  ! 
Go  great  with  tigers,  dragons,  wolves,  and  bears : 
Teem  with  new  monsters,  whom  thy  upward  face 
Hath  to  the  marbled  mansion  all  alxjve 
Never  presented  1 — 0,  a  root, — Dear  thanks ! 
Dry  up  thy  marrows,  vines,  and  plough-torn  leas; 
Whereof  ingrateful  man,  with  liquorL-h  draughts, 
And  morsels  unctuous,  greases  his  pure  mind^ 
That  from  it  all  consideration  slips  ! 

Enter  APEIIANTCS. 
IMore  man  ?  Plague  1  plague  I 

*  Subtilties.  +  Boundless  surface.  t  Bent. 
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Apem.  I  was  dii-ected  hither :  ilen  report. 
Thou  do.st  atlbct  my  manners,  and  dost  use  them. 

Tim.  'Tis  then,  because  thou  do.st  not  keep  a  dog 
Whom  I  woukl  imitate :  Consumption  catcli  thee  ! 

Apem.  This  is  in  thee  a  nature  but  afl'ected  ; 
A  poor  unmanly  melancholy,  sprung 
From  change  of  fortune.    Why  this  spade  ?  this  place  ? 
This  slave-like  habit  ?  and  these  looks  of  care  ? 
Thy  flatterers  yet  wear  silk,  drink  wine,  lie  soft, 
Hug  their  diseased  perfumes,  *  and  have  forgot 
That  ever  Timon  was.    Shame  not  these  woods, 
Ey  putting  on  the  cunning  of  a  carper,  t 
Be  thou  a  flatterer  now,  and  seek  to  thrive 
By  that  which  has  undone  thee:  hinge  thy  knee. 
And  let  his  very  breath,  whom  thou'lt  observe, 
Elow  o9"thy  cap  ;  praise  his  most  vicious  strain. 
And  call  it  excellent :  Thou  wast  told  thus ; 
Thou  gavest  thine  ears,  like  tapsters,  that  bid  welcome, 
To  knaves,  and  all  approachers :  'Tis  most  just, 
That  thou  turn  rascal;  hadst  thou  wealth  again, 
Eascals  should  have't.    Do  not  assume  my  likeness. 

Tim.  Were  I  like  thee,  I'd  throw  away  myself. 

Apem.  Thou  hast  ca,staway  thyself,  being  like  thyself: 
A  madman  so  long,  now  a  fool :  What,  think'st 
That  the  bleak  air,  thy  boisterous  chamberlain. 
Will  put  thy  shirt  on  warm  ?   U'ill  these  moss'd  trees, 
That  have  outlived  the  eagle,  page  thy  heels, 
And  skip  when  thou  i)oint'st  out  ?    A\'ill  the  cold  brook, 
Candied  with  ice,  caudle  thy  morning  taste. 
To  cure  thy  o'er-night's  surfeit  ?  call  the  creatures, — 
Whose  naked  natures  live  in  all  the  spite 
Of  wreakful  heaven ;  whose  bare  luihoused  trunks, 
To  the  conflicting  elements  exposed, 
Answer  mere  nature, — bid  them  flatter  thee ; 
0  !  thou  Shalt  find 

Tim.  A  fool  of  thee ;  Depart. 

Apem.  I  love  thee  better  now  than  e'er  I  did. 

I'im.  I  hnte  thee  worse. 

Apem.  AVhy  ? 

Tim.  'J'hou  flatter'st  misery. 

Apem.  I  flatter  not;  but  say,  thou  art  a  caitiir. 

2'/jH.  AVhy  dost  thou  seek  me  out  ? 

Apem.  To  vex  thee. 

Till!.  Always  a  villain's  oflice,  or  a  fool's. 
Dost  please  thyself  in't  ? 

Apem.  Ay. 

Tim.  AVhat !    a  knave  too  ? 

Apem.  If  thou  didst  put  this  .sour  cold  ha]>it  en 
To  casticate  thy  ]n-i(le,  'twere  well :  but  thou 
Dost  it  enforcedly ;  thou'dst  courtier  be  again, 
Wert  thou,  not  beggar.    Willing  misery 

*  I.  e.  their  diseased  perfumed  mistresses.  f  I.  e.  cynic. 


SCENE  in.]  TIHON  OF  ATHEXS.  Ifif) 

Outlives  inccrtaiu  ix)mp,  is  croMu'd  before:* 

The  one  is  filliuq  still,  never  complete  ; 

The  other,  at  high  wish :  Best  state,  contentless, 

Hath  a  distracted  and  most  wretched  being. 

Worse  than  the  worst,t  content. 

Thou  shouldst  desire  to  die,  being  miserable. 

Tim.  Not  by  his  breatli,  that  is  more  miserable. 
Thou  art  a  slave,  whom  Fortune's  tender  arm 
TV'ith  favour  never  clasp'd ;  but  bred  a  dog. 
Hadst  thou,  like  us,  from  our  first  swath,  t  proceeded 
The  sweet  degrees  that  this  brief  world  atfords 
To  such  as  may  the  passive  drugs  §  of  i^ 
Freely  command,  thou  wouldst  have  plunged  thyself 
In  general  riot ;  melted  down  thy  youth 
In  ditferont  beds  of  lust ;  and  never  learn'd 
The  icy  precepts  of  respect,  li  but  follow'd 
The  sugar'd  game  l>efore  thee.    But  myself, 
AMio  had  the  world  as  my  confectionary ; 
The  mouths,  the  tongues,  the  ejes,  and  hearts  of  men 
At  duty,  more  than  1  could  frame  employment  ;• 
That  numberless  upon  me  stuck,  a.s  leaves 
Do  on  the  oak,  have  with  one  winter's  brush 
Fell  from  their  boughs,  and  left  me  open,  bare 
F<jr  every  storm  that  blows ; — I,  to  bear  this, 
That  never  knew  but  better,  is  some  burden : 
Thy  nature  did  commence  in  sufferance,  time 
Hath  made  thee  hard  in"t.  Why  shouldst  thou  hate  men  r 
They  never  flatter'd  thee :   AVhat  hast  thou  given  ■- 
If  thou  wilt  curse, — thy  father,  that  poor  rag, 
ilust  be  thy  subject;  who,  in  spite,  put  stuti' 
To  some  she  beggar,  and  conii)ounded  ihee 
Poor  rogue  hereditarj-.    Hence  !  begone  ! 
If  thouhacM  not  been  born  the  worst  of  nic:i, 
Thou  hadst  been  a  knave,  and  flatterer. 

Apem.  Art  thou  proud  yet  ■' 

Tim.  Ay,  that  I  am  not  thee. 

Apem.  I,  that  I  was 
No  prodigal. 

Tim.  1,  that  I  am  one  now ;  < 

Were  all  the  wealth  I  have,  shut  up  in  thee, 
I'd  give  thee  leave  to  hang  it.  Get  thee  gone. — 
That  the  whole  life  of  Alliens  were  in  this  ! 
Thus  would  I  eat  it.  \ Eating  a  roof. 

Apem.  Here;  I  will  mend  thy  feast.      [Offering /limsomefhiu;/. 

Tim.  First  mend  my  company,  take  away  thyself. 

Apem.  80  I  shall  mend  mine  own,  by  the  lack  of  thine. 

Tim.  'Tis  not  weW  mended  so,  it  is  but  botch'd ; 
If  not,  I  would  it  were. 

Apem.  "What  wouldst  thou  have  to  Athens  ? 

*  Arrives  sooner  at  the  completion  of  its  wishes. 

+  fTliathas,\  j  ftom  infancy.  ^  Drudges. 

I  Cautious  prudence.  «^  For;. 
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Tim.  Thee  thither  in  a  whirlwind.    If  thou  wilt 
fell  them  there  I  have  gold ;  look,  so  I  have. 

Apem.  Here  is  no  use  for  gold. 

Tim.  The  best,  and  truest : 
For  here  it  sleeps  and  does  no  hired  harm. 

Apem.  "Where  liest  o'  nights,  Timon  ? 

Tim.  Under  that's  above  me. 
Where  feed'st  thou  o'  days,  Apemantus  ? 

Apem.  "Where  my  stomach  finds  meat;  or,  rather,  where  I 
cat  it. 

Tim.  'Would  poison  were  obedient,  and  knew  my  mind ! 

Apem.  "Where  wouldst  thou  send  it  ? 

Tim.  To  sauce  thy  dishes. 

Apem.  The  middle  of  humanity  thou  never  knewest,  but  the 
extremity  of  both  ends :  When  thou  wast  in  thy  gilt,  and  thy 
perfume,  they  mocked  thee  for  too  much  curiosity  ;*  in  thy  rags 
thou  knowest  none,  but  art  despised  for  the  contrary.  There's 
a  medlar  for  thee,  eat  it. 

Tim.  On  what  I  hate,  I  feed  not. 

Apem.  Dost  hate  a  medlar  ? 

Tim.  Ay,  though  it  look  like  thee. 

Apem.  An  thou  hadst  hated  medlars  sooner,  thou  shouldst 
have  loved  thyself  better  now.  What  man  didst  thou  ever  know 
unthrift,  that  was  beloved  after  his  means  ? 

Ti7n.  "\A'ho,  without  those  means  thou  talkest  of,  didst  thou 
ever  know  beloved  ? 

Apem.  Myself. 

Tim.  I  understand  thee  ;  thou  hadst  some  means  to  keep  a  dog. 

Apem.  What  things  in  the  world  canst  thou  nearest  compare 
to  thy  flatterers  ? 

Tim.  Women  nearest :  but  men,  men  are  the  things  them- 
selves. What  wouldst  thou  do  with  the  world,  Apemantus,  if  it 
lay  in  thy  power  ? 

Apem.  Give  it  the  beasts,  to  be  rid  of  the  men. 

Tim.  Wouldst  thou  have  thyself  fall  in  the  confusion  of  meu, 
and  remain  a  beast  ^^1th  the  beasts'? 

Apem.  Ay,  Timon. 

Tim.  A  beastly  ambition,  which  the  gods  grant  thee  to  attain 
to  1  If  thou  wert  the  lion,  the  fox  would  beguile  thee :  if  thou 
wert  the  lamb,  the  fox  would  eat  thee  :  if  thou  wert  the  fo.x,  the 
lion  would  suspect  thee,  when,  pcradventure,  thou  wert  accused 
by  the  ass :  if  thou  wert  the  a,ss,  thy  dulness  would  torment  thee : 
tmd  still  thou  livedst  but  as  a  breakfast  to  the  wolf:  if  thou  wort 
the  wolf,  thy  greediness  would  afflict  thee,  and  oft  thou  shouldst 
hazard  thy  life  for  thy  dinner:  wert  thou  the  unicorn,  pride  and 
wrath  would  confound  thee,  and  make  thine  own  self  the  con- 
quest of  thy  fury :  t  wert  thou  a  l^ear,  thou  wouldst  be  killed  by 
the  horse;  wert  thou  a  horse,  thou  wouldst  bo  seized  by  the 
leopard ;  wert  thou  a  leopard,  thou  wert  german  to  the  lion,  and 

*  Finical  delicacy. 

t  The  old  idea  was,  that  the  lion,  when  he  encountered  a  unicorn, 
posted  himself  against  a  tree,  and  that  the  unicorn,  rushing  against  liim 
with  blind  fury,  and  striking  his  horn  into  the  tree,  thus  left  lumself  an 
easy  prey  to  his  adversary. 
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the  spots  of  thy  kindred  were  jurors  on  thy  life:  all  thy  safety 
were  remotion ;  *  and  thy  defence,  absence.  What  beast  couldst 
thou  be,  that  were  not  subject  to  a  beast  ?  and  what  a  beast  art 
thou  already,  that  seest  not  thy  loss  in  transformation  ? 

Apem.  If  thou  couldst  please  me  with  speaking  to  me,  thou 
niightst  have  hit  upon  it  here :  The  commonwealth  of  Athens  is 
become  a  forest  of  beasts. 

Tim.  How  has  the  ass  broke  the  wall,  that  thou  art  out  of  the 
city  ? 

Apem.  Yonder  comes  a  poet,  and  a  painter :  The  plague  of 
company  light  upon  thee  !  I  will  fear  to  catch  it,  and  give  way  : 
"When  I  know  not  what  else  to  do,  I'll  see  thee  again. 

Tim.  When  there  is  nothing  living  but  thee,  thou  shalt  be 
welcome.    I  had  rather  be  a  beggar's  dog,  than  Apemantus. 

Apem.  Thou  art  the  capt  of  all  the  fools  alive. 

Tim.  'Would  thou  wert  clean  enough  to  spit  upon. 

Apem.  A  plague  on  thee,  thou  art  too  bad  to  curse. 

Tim.  All  villains,  that  do  stand  by  thee,  are  pure. 

Apr-m.  There  is  no  leprosy  but  what  thou  speak'st. 

Tim.  If  I  name  thee. — 
I'll  beat  thee, — but  I  should  infect  my  hands. 

Apem.  I  would,  my  tongue  could  rot  them  offl 

Tim.  Away,  thou  issue  of  a  mangy  dog  ! 
Choler  doth  kill  me,  that  thou  art  alive ; 
I  swoon  to  see  thee. 

Apem.  'Would  thou  wouldst  burst ! 

Tim.  Away, 
Thou  tedious  rogue  !  I  am  sorry,  I  sliall  lose 
A  stone  by  thee.  ^Throws  a  stone  at  him. 

Apem.  Beast! 

Tim.  Slave! 

Apem.  Toad! 

Tim.  Rogue,  rogue,  rogue ! 

[Apemantus  retreats  lacTcward,  as  going. 
I  am  sick  of  this  false  world ;  and  will  love  nought 
But  even  the  mere  necessities  upon  it. 
Then,  Timon,  presently  prepare  thy  grave ; 
Lie  where  the  light  foam  of  the  sea  may  beat 
Thy  gravestone  daily :  make  thine  epitaph. 
That  death  in  me  at  others'  lives  may  laugh. 
O  thou  sweet  king-killer,  and  dear  divorce     [Looking  on  tlie  gol. 
'Twixt  natural  son  and  sire  !  thou  bright  defiler 
Of  Hymen's  purest  bed  !  thou  valiant  Mars  ! 
Thou  ever  young,  fresh,  loved,  and  delicate  wooer. 
Whose  blush  doth  thaw  the  consecrated  snow 
That  lies  on  Dian's  lap  I  thou  visible  god. 
That  solder'st  close  impos-sibilities, 
And  mak'st  them  kiss  !  that  speak'st  ^^■ith  every  tongue, 
To  every  purpose !  O  thou  touch  X  of  hearts  ! 
Think,  thy  slave  man  rebels ;  and  by  thy  virtue 
Set  them  into  confounding  odds,  that  beasts 
May  have  tlie  world  in  empire  ! 

*  Remoteness.  t  Top,  principal.  t  Touchstone. 
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Apcm.  'Would  'twere  so  : — 
But  not  till  I  ain  dead  ! — I'll  say,  thou  hast  gold  : 
Thou  wilt  be  throncfd  to  shortly. 

Tim.  Throng'dto? 

Apem.  Av. 

Thn.  Thy  back,  I  pr'ythee. 

Apem.  Live,  and  love  thy  misery 

Thii.  Long  live  so,  and  so  die ! — I  am  quit. — 

'J^xif  Apemaxtus. 
More  things  like  men  ? — Eat,  Timon,  and  abhor  them. 

Enter  TniEVES. 

1  Thief.  "Where  should  he  have  this  'gold  ?  It  is  some  poor 
fragment,  some  slender  ort  of  his  remainder  :  The  mere  want  of 
gold,  ana  the  falling-from  of  his  friends,  drove  him  into  tliis 
melancholy. 

2  Thief.  It  is  noised,  ho  hath  a  mass  of  treasure. 

3  Thief.  Let  us  make  the  assay  upon  him  :  if  he  care  not  fort, 
lie  will  supply  us  easily ;  If  he  covetously  reserve  it,  how  shall 's 
get  it  ? 

2  Thief.  True ;  for  he  bears  it  not  about  him,  'tLs  hid. 

1  Thief.  Is  not  this  he  ? 
Thieves.  Where? 

2  Thief.  'Tis  his  descri])tion. 

3  Thief  He  ?  1  know  him. 
Thieves.  Save  thee,  Timon. 
Tii7i.  Now,  thieves  ? 
Thieves.  Soldiers,  not  thieves. 
Tim.  Both,  too ;  and  women's  sons. 

Thieves.  We  are  not  thieves,  but  men  that  much  do  want. 

Tim.  Your  greatest  want  is,  you  want  much  of  meat. 
Why  should  you  want  ?  Behold,  the  earth  hath  roots ; 
AVithin  this  mile  break  forth  a  hundred  springs  : 
The  oaks  bear  mast,  the  briers  scarlet  hips  ; 
The  bounteous  housewife,  nature,  on  each  bush 
Lays  her  full  mess  before  you.    AVant  ?  why  want  ? 

1  Thief.  We  cannot  live  on  grass,  on  berries,  water, 
As  bea.sts,  and  birds,  and  fishes. 

Tim..  Kor  on  the  bea.sts  themselves,  the  birds,  and  li.-lies ; 
You  must  eat  men.    Yet  thanks  I  must  you  con, 
That  you  are  thieves  profess'd ;  that  you  work  not 
In  holier  shapes :  for  there  is  boundless  theft 
In  limited  *  professions.    Ra.^cal  thieves, 
Here's  gold :  Go,  suck  the  subtle  blood  of  the  grape, 
Till  the  high  fever  secth  your  blood  to  froth. 
And  so  '.-^cape  hanging :  trust  not  the  physician  ; 
His  antidotes  are  poison,  and  he  .«lays 
More  than  you  rob :  take  wealth  and  lives  together ; 
Do  villany,  do,  since  you  profess  to  do"t, 
like  workmen.    I'll  example  you  with  thievery  • 
The  sun's  a  thief,  and  with  his  great  attraction 
Bobs  the  vast  sea  :  the  moon 's  an  arrant  thief. 
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And  her  pale  fire  she  snatches  from  the  sun : 
The  sea  "s  a  thief,  wliose  liquid  surge  resolves 
The  moon  into  salt  tears  :  the  earth 's  a  thief, 
That  feeds  and  breeds  by  a  composture  *  stolen 
From  general  excrement ;  each  thing  's  a  thief; 
The  laws,  your  curb  and  whip,  in  their  rough  power 
Have  uncheck'd  theft.    Love  not  yourselves ;  away  ; 
Rob  one  another.    There's  more  gold  :  Cut  throats  ; 
All  that  you  meet  are  thieves :  To  Athens,  go, 
Break  open  shops,  nothing  can  you  steal. 
But  thieves  do  lose  it :  Steal  not  less,  for  this 
I  give  you ;  and  gold  confound  you  howsoever  I 
Amen.  [Timon  retires  to  his  Cave. 

3  Thief.  He  has  almost  charm'd  me  from  my  profession,  by 
persuading  me  to  it. 

1  Thief.'  'Tis  in  the  malice  of  mankind,  that  he  thus  advises  us ; 
not  to  have  us  thrive  in  our  mystery. 

2  Thief.  I'll  believe  him  as  an  enemy,  and  give  over  my  trade. 
1  Thief.  Let  us  first  see  peace  in  Athens :  There  is  no  time  so 

miserable,  but  a  man  may  be  true.  ^Exeunt  Thieves. 

Enter  f  L.iVirs. 

Flav.  O  you  gods  ! 
Is  you  despised  and  ruinous  man  my  lord  ? 
Full  of  decay  and  failing  ?  0  monument 
And  wonder  of  good  deeds  evilly  bestow'd  ! 
^Vhat  an  alteration  of  honour  f  hai> 
Desperate  want  made  I 

"What  viler  thing  upon  the  earth,  than  friends, 
"Who  can  bring  noblest  minds  to  ba.sest  ends  ! 
How  rarely  X  does  it  meet  with  this  time'.s  guise, 
When  man  was  wish'd  §  to  love  his  enemies  : 
Grant,  I  may  ever  love,  and  rather  woo 
Those  that  would  miscliief  me,  than  those  that  do  ! 
Ho  ha.s  caught  me  in  his  eye  :  I  will  jiresent 
;My  honest  grief  unto  him  ;  and.  as  my  lord. 
Still  serve  him  with  my  life. — My  dearest  master ! 

Timon  comes  forward  from  his  Cave. 

Tim.  Away !  what  art  thou  ? 

Flav.  Have  you  forgot  me.  Sir  ? 

Tim.  "Why  dost  ask  that  ?  I  have  forgot  all  men  ; 
Then,  if  thou  grant'st  thou'rt  man.  I  have  forgot  thee. 

Flav.  An  honest  poor  servant  of  yours. 

Tim.  Then 
I  know  thee  not :  I  ne'er  had  honest  man 
About  me,  I ;  all  that  I  kept  were  knaves, 
To  serve  in  meat  to  villains. 
_Flav._  The  gods  are  witness, 
Xe"er  did  poor  steward  wear  a  truer  grief 
For  his  undone  lord,  than  mine  eyes  for  you. 

*  Compost,  manure.  t  Honourable  state. 

i.  Happily.  i  Recommended. 
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Tim.  What,  dost  thou  weep  ? — Come  nearer ; — then  I  love  thee. 
Because  thou  art  a  woman,  and  disclaim'st 
Fhnty  mankind ;  whose  eyes  do  never  give. 
But  thorough  lust,  and  laughter.    Pity's  sleeping : 
Strange  times,  that  weep  with  laughing,  not  with  weeping  I 

Flat:  I  beg  of  you  to  know  me,  good  my  lord, 
To  accept  my  grief,  and  whilst  this  poor  wealth  lasts, 
To  entertain  me  as  your  steward  still. 

Tim.  Had  I  a  steward  so  true,  so  just,  and  no\v 
So  comfortable  ?  it  almost  turns 
My  dangerous  nature  wild.    Let  me  behold 
Thy  face. — Surelj',  this  man  was  born  of  woman. — 
Forgive  my  general  and  exceptless  rashness. 
Perpetual-sober  gods  !  I  do  proclaim 
One  honest  man, — mistake  me  not,  but  one ; 
Ts  0  more,  I  pray, — and  he  is  a  steward. — 
How  fain  would  I  have  hated  all  mankind. 
And  thou  redeem'st  thyself:  But  all,  save  thee, 
I  fell  with  curses. 

Methinks,  thou  art  more  honest  now,  than  Avise, 
For,  by  oppressing  and  betraying  me. 
Thou  mightst  have  sooner  got  another  service  : 
Tor  many  so  arrive  at  second  masters, 
Upon  their  first  'ord's  neck.    But  tell  me  true 
(For  I  must  ever  doubt,  though  ne'er  so  sure), 
Is  not  thy  kindness  subtle,  covetous, 
If  not  a  usuring  kindness  ;  and  as  rich  men  deal  gifts. 
Expecting  in  return  twenty  for  one  ? 

Flat.  ]So,  my  most  worthy  master,  in  whose  breast 
Doubt  and  suspect,  alas,  are  placed  too  late : 
You  should  have  fear'd  false  times,  when  you  did  feast : 
Suspect  still  comes  where  an  estate  is  least. 
That  which  I  show,  heaven  knows  is  merely  love. 
Duty  and  zeal  to  your  immatched  mind, 
Care  of  your  food  and  living :  and,  believe  it, 
IMy  most  honour'd  lord. 
For  any  benefit  that  points  to  me, 
Either  in  hope,  or  present,  I'd  exchange 
For  this  one  wish.  That  you  had  power  and  wealth 
To  requite  me,  by  making  rich  yourself. 

Tim.  Look  thee,  'tis  so  ! — Thou  singly  honest  man, 
Here  take  : — the  gods  out  of  my  misery 
Have  sent  the  treasure.     Go,  live  rich  and  happy  : 
But  thus  condition'd  ;  thou  shalt  build  from  men  ; " 
Hate  all,  curse  all :  show  charity  to  none ; 
But  let  the  famish'd  llesh  slide  from  the  l,>one, 
Ere  thou  relieve  the  beggar:  give  to  d(;gs 
"What  thou  deuiest  to  meu  ;  let  prisons  swallow  them, 
Debts  wither  them  :  l>e  men,  like  blasted  woods, 
And  may  diseases  lick  up  their  false  bloods  ! 
And  so,  farewell,  and  thrive. 

*  From  human  liabitation. 
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Flav.  O,  let  me  stay, 
And  comfort  you,  my  master. 

Tim.  If  thou  hatest 
Curses,  stay  not ;  fly,  whilst  thou'rt  bless'd  and  free  : 
Ne'er  see  thou  man,  and  let  me  ne'er  see  thee.    [Exeunt  several!!/. 


ACT  V. 

SCEXE  I.— The  same.     Before  TlilON's  Cave. 
Enter  PoET  and  Paintee  ;  TllION  hehind,  unseen. 

Pain.  As  I  took  note  of  the  place,  it  cannot  be  far  ■«here  he 
abides. 

Poet.  What's  to  be  tliought  of  him  ?  Does  the  rumour  hold 
for  true,  that  he  is  so  full  of  gold  ? 

Pain.  Certain  :  Alcibiades  reports  it ;  Phrynia  and  Timandra 
had  gold  of  him :  he  likewise  enriched  poor  straggling  soldiers 
with  great  quantity  :  'Tis  said,  he  gave  unto  his  steward  a  mighty 
sum. 

Poet.  Then  this  breaking  of  his  ha.s  been  but  a  try  for  his  friends. 

Pain.  Nothing  else  :  you  shall  see  him  a  palm  in  Athens  again, 
and  flourish  with  the  highest.  Therefore,  'tis  not  amiss,  we 
tender  our  loves  to  him,  in  this  supposed  distress  of  his :  it  will 
show  honestly  in  us ;  and  is  very  likely  to  load  our  purposes  with 
what  they  travel  for,  if  it  be  a  just  and  true  report  that  goes  of 
his  having. 

Poet.  What  have  you  now  to  present  unto  him  ? 

Pain.  Nothing  at  this  time  but  my  visitation :  only  I  will 
promise  him  an  excellent  piece. 

Poet.  I  must  serve  him  so  too ;  tell  him  of  an  intent  that's 
coming  toward  him. 

Pain.  Good  as  the  best.  Promising  is  the  very  air  o'  the  time : 
it  opens  the  eyes  of  expectation :  performance  is  ever  the  duller 
for  his  act ;  and,  but  in  the  plainer  and  simpler  kind  of  people, 
the  deed  of  saying*  is  quite  out  of  use.  To  promise  is  most 
courtly  and  fashionable  :  performance  is  a  kind  of  will  and  testa- 
ment, which  argues  a  great  sickness  in  his  judgment  that  makes  it. 

Tim.  Excellent  workman  !  Thou  canst  not  paint  a  man  so  bad 
as  is  thyself. 

Poet.  I  am  thinking,  what  I  shall  say  I  have  provided  for  him  : 
It  must  be  a  personating  of  himself:  a  satire  against  the  softness 
of  prosperity ;  with  a  discovery  of  the  infinite  flatteries,  that 
follow  youth  and  opulency. 

Tim.  Must  thou  needs  stand  for  a  villain  in  thine  own  work  ? 
Wilt  thou  whip  thine  own  faults  in  other  men  ?  Do  so,  I  have 
gold  for  thee. 

Poet.  Nay,  let's  seek  him : 
Then  do  we  sin  against  our  ot^ti  estate, 
When  we  may  pfofit  meet,  and  come  too  late. 

*  llie  doing  that  we  said  we  would  do. 
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Pain.  True ; 
When  the  day  serves,  before  black-cornerd  iiiijht, 
Find  what  thou  wanfst  by  free  and  ollcr'd  hght. 
Come 

Tim.  I'll  meet  you  at  the  turn.    '^Vhat  a  god 's  gold. 
That  he  is  worshipp'd  in  a  baser  temple, 
Than  where  swine  feed ! 

'Tis  thou  that  rigg'st  the  bark,  and  plough'st  the  fuam  ; 
Settlest  admired  reverence  in  a  slave : 
To  thee  be  worship  !  and  thy  saints  for  aye 
Be  crown'd  with  plagues,  that  thee  alone  obey ! 
'Fit  I  do  meet  them.  lAdvancing. 

Foet.  Hail,  worthy  Timon  ! 

Pain.  Our  late  noble  master. 

Tim.  Have  I  once  lived  to  see  two  honest  men  ? 

Poet.  Sir, 
Having  often  of  your  open  bounty  tasted, 
Hearing  you  were  retired,  your  friends  fallen  of!', 
"Whose  thankless  natures — O  abhorred  spirits  ! 
Not  all  the  whips  of  heaven  are  large  enough — 
What!  to  you! 

Whose  star-like  nobleness  gave  life  and  influence 
To  their  whole  being !  I'm  wrap't,  and  cainiot  cover 
The  monstrous  bulk  of  this  ingratitude 
With  any  size  of  words. 

Tim.  Let  it  go  naked,  men  may  see't  the  better  : 
You  that  are  honest,  by  being  what  you  are, 
ilake  them  best  seen,  and  knoAvn. 

Pain.  He,  and  myself. 
Have  travell'd  in  the  great  shower  of  your  gifts. 
And  sweetly  felt  it. 

Tim.  Ay,  you  are  honest  men. 

Pain.  We  are  hither  come  to  offer  you  our  service. 

Tim.  3Iost  honest  men  !  Why,  \\o\\  shall  I  requite  you  ? 
Can  you  eat  roots,  and  drink  cold  water  ?  no. 

Both.  AVliat  ^ve  can  do,  we'll  do,  to  do  you  service. 

Tim.  You  are  honest  men  :  You  have  heard  that  1  have  j-iX'ld ; 
I  am  sure  you  have :  speak  truth :  you  are  honest  men. 

Pain.  So  it  is  said,  my  noble  lord :  but  therefore 
Came  not  my  friend,  nor  I. 

Ti>n.  Good  honest  men  ! — Thou  draw'st  a  counterfeit* 
Eest  in  all  Athens :  thou  art,  indeed,  the  best ; 
Thou  counterfeit'st  most  lively. 

Pain.  So,  so,  my  lord. 

Tim.  Even  so,  Sir,  as  I  saj- : — And,  for  thy  fiction,  _ 

[To  ihc  roLT. 
AVhy  thy  verse  swells  with  stuff  so  fine  and  smooth. 
That  thou  art  even  natural  in  finne  art. — 
But,  for  all  this,  my  honest-natured  friends, 
I  must  needs  say,  you  have  a  little  fault : 
!Marry,  'tis  not  monstrous  in  you ;  neither  \\  i.-l:  I, 
You  take  much  pains  to  meml. 

*  Portrait. 
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Both.  Beseech  your  honour, 
To  make  it  known  to  us. 

Tim.  You'll  take  it  ill. 

Both.  Most  thankfully,  my  lord. 

Tim.  Will  you,  indeed  ? 

Both.  Doubt  it  not,  worthy  lord. 

Tim.  There's  ne'er  a  one  of  you  but  trusts  a  knave, 
That  mightily  deceives  you. 

Both.  Do  we,  my  lord  ? 

Tim.  Ay,  and  you  hear  him  cog,  see  him  dissemble, 
Know  his  gross  patcherj-,*  love  him,  feed  him, 
Keep  in  your  bosom  :  yet  remain  assured, 
That  he's  a  made-up  f  villain. 

Bain.  1  know  none  such,  my  lord. 

Poet.  Nor  I. 

Tim.  Look  you,  I  love  you  well ;  I'll  give  you  gold. 
Rid  me  these  villains  from  jour  companies : 
Hang  them,  or  stab  them,  drown  them  in  a  draught.J 
Confound  them  by  some  course,  and  come  to  me, 
I'll  give  you  gold  enough. 

Botlu  Name  them,  my  lord,  let's  know  them. 

Tim.  You  that  way,  and  you  this,  but  two  in  company : — 
Each  man  ai)art,  all  single  and  alone, 
Yet  an  arch-villain  keeps  him  company. 

If,  where  thou  art,  two  villains  shall  not  be.      \_To  tlie  Painter. 
(-"ome  not  near  him. — If  thou  wouldst  not  reside    \_To  the  FoET. 
But  where  one  villain  is,  then  him  abandon. — 
Hence !  pack !  there's  gold,  ye  came  for  gold,  ye  slaves  : 
You  have  done  work  for  me,  there's  payment :  Hence  ! 
You  are  an  alchymist,  make  gold  of  that: — 
Out,  rascal  dogs  !  \^E.Tit,  heating  and  drici>i.g  them  out. 

SCEXE  II.— The  same. 

Enter  Flavius  and  iivo  Senatoes. 

Flav.  It  is  in  vain  that  you  would  speak  with  Timon ; 
For  he  is  set  so  only  to  himself. 
That  nothing  but  himself,  which  looks  like  man. 
Is  friendly  with  him. 

1  Sen.  Bring  us  to  his  cave : 

It  is  our  part,  and  promise  to  the  Athenians, 
To  speak  with  Timon. 

2  Sen.  At  all  times  alike 

3Ien  are  not  still  the  same :  'Twas  time,  and  griefs, 
That  framed  him  thus  :  lime,  with  his  fairer  hand, 
Offering  the  fortunes  of  his  former  days, 
The  former  man  may  make  him :  Bring  us  to  him. 
And  chance  it  as  it  may. 

Fiav.  Here  is  his  cave. — 
Peace  and  content  be  here '.    Lord  Timon  !  Timon  ! 
Look  out,  and  speak  to  friends :  The  Athenians, 

*  Roguery.  t  Finished.  i  Jakes. 
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By  two  of  their  most  reverend  senate,  greet  thee : 
Speak  to  them,  noble  Timon. 

Enter  TiMON. 
Tim.  Thou  sun,  that  comfort'st,  burn ! — Speak,  and  be  hang"d 
For  each  true  word,  a  bUster !  and  each  false 
Be  as  a  caut'rizing  to  the  root  o'  the  tongue. 
Consuming  it  with  speaking  ! 

1  Sen.  A\"orthy  Timon — 

Tim.  Of  none  but  such  as  you,  and  you  of  Timon. 

2  Sen.  The  senators  of  Athens  greet  thee,  Timon. 

Tim.  I  thank  them ;  and  would  send  them  back  the  plague, 
Could  I  but  catch  it  for  them. 

1  Sen.  O,  forget 

AVhat  we  are  sorry  for  ourselves  in  thee. 
The  senators,  with  one  consent*  of  love 
Entreat  thee  back  to  Athens ;  who  have  thought 
On  special  dignities,  which  vacant  lie 
For  thy  best  use  and  wearing. 

2  Sen.  They  confess, 

Toward  thee,  forgetfulness  too  general,  gross  : 
'\A'hich  now  the  public  body, — which  doth  seldom 
Play  the  recanter, — feeling  in  itself 
A  lack  of  Timon's  aid,  hath  sense  withal 
Of  its  own  fall,  restraining  aid  to  Timon  ; 
And  send  forth  us,  to  make  their  sorrowed  render,! 
Together  with  a  recompense  more  fruitful 
Than  their  offence  can  weigh  down  by  the  dram ; 
Ay,  oven  such  heaps  and  sums  of  love  and  wealth, 
As  shall  to  thee  blot  out  what  wrongs  were  theirs, 
And  write  in  thee  the  figures  of  their  love, 
Ever  to  read  them  thine. 

Tim.  You  witch  me  in  it ; 
Surprise  me  to  the  very  brink  of  tears : 
Lend  me  a  fool's  heart,  and  a  woman's  eyes. 
And  I'll  beweep  these  comforts,  worthy  senators. 

1  Sen.  Therefore,  so  please  thee  to  return  with  us. 
And  of  our  Athens  (thine,  and  ours)  to  take 

The  captainship,  thou  shalt  be  met  with  thanks, 
Allow'dJ  with  absolute  power,  and  thy  good  name 
Live  with  authority : — so  soon  we  shall  drive  back 
Of  Alcibiades  the  approaclies  wild  ; 
Who,  like  a  boar  too  savage,  doth  root  up 
His  country's  peace. 

2  Sen.  And  shakes  his  threat'ning  sword 
Against  tlie  walls  of  Athens. 

1  Sen.  Tlierefore,  Timon,— 

Tim.  ^\e\\,  Sir,  I  will ;  therefore,  I  will,  Sir ;  Thus,— 
If  Alcibiades  kill  my  coiuitrymcn. 
Let  Alcibiades  know  this  of  Timon, 
That  Timon  cares  not.    But  if  he  sack  fair  Athens, 
And  take  our  goodly  aged  men  by  the  beards, 

♦  One  united  voice.  t  Confession.  t  Licensed 
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Giving  our  holy  virgins  to  the  s^tain 

Of  contumeUous,  beastly,  mad-1)rain'd  war; 

Then,  let  him  know, — and  tell  him,  Timon  speaks  it, 

In  pity  of  our  aged,  and  our  youth, 

I  cannot  choose  but  tell  him,  that — I  care  not, 

And  let  him  tak't  at  worst ;  for  their  knives  care  not, 

"\Vhile  you  have  throats  to  answer  :  for  myself. 

There's  not  a  whittle*  in  the  unruly  camp. 

But  I  do  prize  it  at  my  love,  before 

The  rcverend'st  throat  in  Athens.    So  I  leave  you 

To  the  protection  of  the  prosperous  gods,t 

As  thieves  to  keepers. 

Flav.  Stay  not,  all's  in  vain. 

Tim.  "Why,  I  was  ^^Titing  of  my  epitaph. 
It  ■ftill  be  seen  to-morrow :  My  long  sickness 
Of  health,  X  and  living,  now  begins  to  mend. 
And  nothing  brings  me  all  things.    Go,  live  still ; 
Be  Alcibiades  your  plague,  you  his, 
And  last  so  long  enough  ! 

1  Sen.  We  speak  in  vain. 

Tim.  But  yet  I  love  my  country  ;  and  am  not 
One  that  rejoices  in  the  common  wreck. 
As  common  bruit  doth  put  it. 

1  Sen.  That's  well  spoke. 

Tim.  Commend  me  to  my  loving  countrymen, — 

1  Sen.  These  words  become  your  lips  as  they  pass  through 

them. 

2  Sen.  And  enter  in  our  ears  hke  great  triumphers 
In  their  applauding  gates. 

Tim.  Commend  me  to  them ; 
And  tell  them,  that,  to  ease  them  of  their  griefs. 
Their  fears  of  hostile  strokes,  their  a(;hes,  losses, 
Their  pangs  of  love,  with  other  incident  throes 
That  nature's  fragile  vessel  doth  sustain 
In  life's  uncertain  voyage,  I  will  some  kindness  do  them : 
I'll  teach  them  to  prevent  wild  Alcibiades'  wrath. 

2  Sen.  I  like  this  well,  he  ^^ill  return  again. 

Tim.  I  have  a  tree,  which  grows  here  in  my  close, 
That  mine  own  use  invites  me  to  cut  down, 
And  shortly  must  I  fell  it ;  Tell  my  friends. 
Tell  Athens,  in  the  sequence  of  degree,  S 
From  high  to  low  throughout,  that  whoso  please 
To  stop  aflhction,  let  him  take  his  haste, 
Come  hither,  ere  my  tree  hath  felt  the  axe. 
And  hang  himself: — I  pray  you,  do  my  greeting. 

Flav.  Trouble  him  no  further,  thus  you  still  shall  find  him. 

Tim.  Come  not  to  me  again :  but  say  to  Athens, 
Timon  hath  made  his  everlasting  mansion 
Upon  the  beached  verge  of  the  salt  flood ; 

*  Knife. 

■T  I.  e.  the  gods,  who  are  the  authors  of  the  prosperity  of  mankintl. 
t  /.  e.  my  long-  disease,  life,   is  about  to  end,  and  nothingiiess  will  be 
everything  to  me.  ^   From  highest  to  lowest. 

X2 
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Wliich  once  a  day  with  his  embossed*  froth 

The  turbulent  surge  shall  cover ;  thither  come, 

And  let  my  grave-stone  be  your  oracle, — 

Lips,  let  sour  words  go  by,  and  language  end  : 

Wriat  is  amiss,  plague  and  infection  mend ! 

Graves  only  bo  men's  works ;  and  death,  their  gain  ! 

Sun,  hide  thy  beams  !  Timon  hath  done  his  reign.  [J^xH  Tiirox. 

1  Sen.  His  discontents  are  unremoveably 
Coupled  to  nature. 

2  Sen.  Our  hope  in  him  is  dead :  let  us  return, 
And  strain  what  other  means  is  left  unto  us 

In  our  deart  peril. 
1  Se?i.  It  requires  swift  foot.  lExeunt. 

SCENE  III.— The  Walls  of  Atken.?. 
Enter  two  Senators,  and  a  Messexcer. 

1  Sen.  Thou  hast  painfully  discover'd ;  are  his  files 
As  full!  as  thy  report  ? 

3fes.^.  I  have  spoke  the  least : 
Besides,  his  expedition  promises 
Present  approach. 

2  Sen.  We  stand  much  hazard,  if  they  bring  not  Timon. 
Mess.  I  met  a  courier,  one  mine  ancient  I'riend ; — 

Whom,  though  in  general  part  ^^■e  were  opposed. 

Yet  our  old  love  made  a  i)articular  force, 

And  made  us  speak  like  friends : — this  man  was  riding 

Prom  Alcibiades  to  Timon's  cave, 

"With  letters  of  entreaty,  \vhich  imported 

His  fellowship  i'  the  cause  against  your  city. 

In  pai't  for  his  sake  moved. 

Eiiiei-  Sexators /ro;«  Timox 

1  Sen.  Here  come  our  brothers. 

2  Sen.  No  talk  of  Timon,  nothing  of  him  ex]5cct. — 
The  enemies'  drum  is  hoard,  and  foatful  scouring 
Doth  choke  the  air  with  dust :  in  and  prepare  ; 

Ours  is  the  fall,  I  fear,  our  foes  the  snare.  [Eueunt. 

SCENE  IT'.— The  Woods.      Timon's  Cave,  and  a  Tomb-stomj 
seen. 
Enter  a  SOLDIER,  seeking  TiMOX. 
Sol.  By  all  description,  this  should  be  the  place. 
Vv'ho's  here  ?  speak,  ho  ! — No  answer  ? — "What  is  this  ? 
Timon  is  dead,  who  hath  outstretch'd  his  sjian  : 
Some  beast  rear'd  tliis ;  there  does  not  live  a  man. 
Dead,  sure ;  and  this  his  grave. — 
"What's  on  this  tomb  I  cannot  read;  the  charncter 
I'll  take  with  wax. 

Our  captain  hath  in  every  figure  skill ; 
An  aged  interj)rctcr,  though  young  in  dnys  : 
Before  proud  Athens  he"s  set  down  by  this. 
Whose  fall  the  mark  of  his  ambition  is.  [Exit. 

*  Swollen.  t  Great.  t  /.  e.  liis  army  as  lilrgc. 
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SCUKE  r— Before  the  Walls  of  Athens. 
Trumpets  sound.     Unter  Alcibiades,  and  Forces. 
Alcib.  Sound  to  this  coward  and  lascivious  town 
Our  terrible  approach.  \A  parle;/  sounded. 

Enter  SENATORS  on  the  Walls. 
Till  now  you  have  gone  on,  and  fiU'd  the  time 
"With  all  licentious  measure,  making  your  wills 
The  scope  of  justice;  till  now,  myself,  and  such 
As  slept  within  the  shadow  of  your  power. 
Have  wander"d  with  our  traversed  arms,*  and  breathed 
Our  suflerance  vainly  :  Now  the  time  is  flush,t 
AYhen  crouching  marrow,  in  the  bearer  strong, 
Cries,  of  itself.  No  more :  now  breathless  wrong,, 
Shall  sit  and  pant  in  your  great  chairs  of  ease ; 
And  pursy  insolence  shall  iSroak  his  wind, 
"With  fear  and  horrid  flight. 

1  Sen.  Noble  and  young, 

T\'hen  thy  first  griefs  were  but  a  mere  conceit. 
Ere  thou  hadst  power,  or  we  had  cause  of  fear, 
We  sent  to  thee ;  to  give  thy  rages  balm, 
To  wipe  out  our  ingratitude  with  loves 
Above  their  quantity. 

2  Sen.  So  did  we  woo 
Transformed  Timon  to  our  city's  love, 

Ijv  humble  message,  and  by  promised  means ; 
"We  were  not  all  unkind,  nor  all  deserve 
The  common  stroke  of  war. 

1  Sen.  These  walls  of  ours 

"Were  not  erected  by  their  hands,  from  whom 
You  have  received  your  griefs :  nor  are  they  such, 
Than  these  great  towers,  trophies,  and  schools  should  fall 
Por  jirivate  faults  in  them. 

2  Sen.  Nor  are  they  living, 

Who  were  the  motives  that  you  first  went  out ; 

Shame  that  they  wanted  cunning,  in  excess 

Hath  broke  their  hearts.    March,  noble  lord. 

Into  our  city  with  thy  banners  s])read  : 

Ey  decimation,  and  a  tithed  death 

(If  thy  revenges  hunger  for  that  food. 

Which  nature  loathes),  take  thou  the  destined  tenth  ; 

And  by  the  hazard  of  the  spotted  die, 

Let  die  the  spotted. 

1  Sen.  All  have  not  offended ; 
Tor  those  that  were,  it  is  not  square,  J  to  take, 
On  those  that  are,  revenges :  crimes,  like  lands, 
Are  not  inherited.    Tlien,  dear  countryman, 
13rini^  in  thy  ranks,  but  leave  without  tliy  rage : 
Sjiare  thy  Athenian  cradle,  and  those  kin, 
"V\  Inch,  in  the  bluster  of  thy  wrath,  must  fall, 
With  those  that  have  offended :  like  a  shepherd, 

*  Arms  across.  t  Mature.  i  Equitable. 
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Approach  tlie  fold,  and  cull  tlie  infected  forth, 
13ut  kill  not  all  toizether. 

2  Sen.  What  thou  wilt, 
Thou  rather  shalt  enforce  it  with  thy  smile, 
Thau  hew  to't  with  thy  sword. 

1  Sen.  Set  but  thy  foot 

Against  our  rampired  gates,  and  they  shall  ope ; 
So  thou  wilt  send  thy  gentle  heart  before, 
To  say,  thou'lt  enter  friendly. 

2  Sen.  Throw  thy  glove ; 

Or  any  token  of  thine  honour  else, 
That  thou  wilt  use  the  wars  as  thy  redress. 
And  not  as  our  confusion,  all  thy  jjowers 
Shall  make  their  harbour  in  our  town,  till  we 
Have  seal'd  thy  full  desire. 

Alcib.  Then  there 's  my  glove ; 
Descend,  and  open  your  uncharged  ports ;  * 
Those  enemies  of  Timon's,  and  mine  own, 
"Whom  you  yourselves  shall  sot  out  for  reproof. 
Pall,  and  no  more :  and, — to  atone  f  your  fears 
With  my  more  noble  meaning, — not  a  man 
Shall  pass  his  quarter,  or  offend  the  sti'cam 
Of  regular  justice  in  your  city's  bounds, 
But  shall  be  render'd  to  your  public  laws 
At  heaviest  answer. 

Both.  'Tis  most  nobly  spoken. 

Alcib.  Descend,  and  keep  your  words. 

The  Sexatoes  descend,  and  open  the  Gates. 
Enter  a  SOLDIEE. 

Sol.  Jly  noble  general,  Timon  is  dead  ; 
Entomb'd  upon  the  very  hem  o'  the  sea : 
And  on  his  grave-stone,  this  insculpture ;  which 
With  wax  I  brought  away,  whose  soft  impression 
Interprets  for  my  poor  ignorance. 

Alcib.    [reads].   Here  lies  a  wretclied  corse,  of  u-retched  soul 
bereft  : 
SeeTc  not  nuj  name  :  A  plagtie  consume  ijon  ivicked  caitiff's  left ! 
Here  lie  I,  Timon;  ivlio,  alive,  all  living  men  did  hate : 
Fass  by,  and  curse  thy  fill ;  but  pass,  and  stay  not  here  thy  gait. 
These  well  express  in  thee  thy  latter  spirits : 
Though  thou  abhorr'dst  in  us  our  human  griefs, 
Scoru'dst  our  brain's  flow,  %  and  those  our  droplets  whi(3U 
From  niggard  nature  fall,  yet  rich  conceit 
Taught  thee  to  make  vast  Neptune  weep  for  aye 
On  thy  low  grave,  on  faults  forgiven     Dead 
Is  noble  Timon  ;  of  whose  memory 
Hereafter  more. — Bring  me  into  your  city 
And  I  will  use  the  olive  with  my  sword : 
Make  war  breed  peace;  make  peace  stint  §  war  ;  make  each 
Prescribe  to  other,  as  each  other's  leech.  1| 

Let  our  drums  .strike.  [Exeunt. 

*  Unattacked  gates.  t  Reconcile.  j  /.  e.  our  tears. 

§  Stop.  il  Physician. 
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PERSONS  REPEESENTED. 

CYMBELINE,  King  of  Britain.  |  A  ROMAN  CAPTAIX. 

CLOTEX,    Son   to   the  Queen  by  a  1  Two  BRITISH  CAPTAINS. 

former  husband.  \  PISANIO,  Servant  to  Fosthumtts 

LEONATUS  POSTHUMUS,  a  Gen-  \  CORNELIUS,  a  Physician. 

tlemiin.  Husband  to  Imogen.  Two  GENTLEMEN. 

BELARIUS,   a  banished  Lord,  dis-  \  Two  JAILERS. 

guised  vndcrthe  name  of  Morgan. 
GUIDERIUS,  -1  .Sons  to  Ci/mbeline, 
ARVIRAGUS,  /rfi.sg-«ixf(f  under  the 

names  of    Polvdore   ayid  Cad- 

vrAi,,  supposed  SO/IS  to  Belarius. 


PHILARIO,   Friend  to 


Poslhumus,  I  rt„7- 

>^Ttt^.i-v      T-  •     J    i    ^Italians 


\ 


QUEEN,  Wife  to  Ct/mbeline. 
IMOGEN,  haughter  to  Cymbeline, 

by  a  former  Queen. 
HELEN,  Woman  to  Imogen. 

Lords,     Lauies,     Roman    Sexa- 


lACHIMO,    Friend   ^q /■"■""""•>•      j  tors,  Tribu.ves,   Apparitions, 

Philario,  J  j  a  Soothsayer,    a  Dutch  Gen- 

A  FRENCH  GENTLEMAN,  Friend  I  tleman,  a  Spanish  Gentleman-, 

to  Philario.  \  Musicians,      Officers,      Cap- 

CAIUS    LUCIUS,    General   of  the  tains.  Soldiers,  Messengers, 

Roman  Forces.  •  and  other  Attendants. 

Scene. — Sometimes  in  Britain ;  sometimes  in  Italy. 


ACT  I. 

SCENU  I.— Britain.     TJie  Garden  helnncl  Ctmbeline's 
Palace. 

Enter  two  GENTLEMEN. 

1  Gent.  You  do  not  meet  a  man,  but  frowns :  our  bloods 
No  more  obey  the  heavens,  than  our  courtiers ; 

Still  seem,  as  does  the  king's.  * 

2  Gewi?.  But  what's  the  matter  ? 

1  Gent.  His  daughter,  and  the  heir  of  his  kingdom,  whom 
He  purposed  to  his  wife's  sole  son  (  a  widow, 

That  late  he  married),  hath  referr'd  herself 
Unto  a  poor  but  worthy  gentleman  :  She 's  wedded ; 
Her  husband  banish'd ;  she  imprison'd  :  all 
Is  outward  sorrow ;  though  I  think,  the  king 
Be  touch'd  at  verv  heart. 

2  Gent.  None  but  the  king  ? 

1  Gent.  He,  that  hath  lost  her,  too  :  so  is  the  queen. 
That  most  desired  the  match :  But  not  a  courtier, 

*  This  difficnlt  passage  should,  I  think,  be  construed  thus  :  our  counte- 
nances, regulated  by  the  blood,  do  not  obey  natural  impulses,  but,  as  coiir 
tiers,  imitate  that  of  the  king. 
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Although  they  wear  their  faces  to  the  bent 
Of  the  king's  looks,  hath  a  heart  that  is  not 
Glad  at  the  thing  they  scowl  at. 
2  Oent.  And  why  so  ? 

1  Gent.  He  that  hath  miss'd  the  princess,  is  a  thing 
Too  bad  for  bad  report :  and  he  that  hath  her 

(I  mean,  that  married  her, — alack,  good  man  ! — 
And  therefore  banish'd)  is  a  creature  sucli 
As,  to  seek  through  the  regions  of  the  earth 
Por  one  his  like,  there  would  be  something  failing 
In  him  that  should  compare.    I  do  not  thnik, 
So  fair  an  outward,  and  such  stuff  within. 
Endows  a  man  but  he. 

2  Gent.  You  speak  him  far.  * 

1  Gent.  I  do  extend  him.  Sir,  within  himself; 
Crush  him  together,  rather  than  unfold 

His  measure  duly,  f 

2  Gent.  "What's  his  name  and  birth  ? 

1  Gent.  I  cannot  delve  him  to  the  root :  His  father 
Was  call'd  Sicilius,  who  did  join  his  honour, 
Against  the  llomans,  with  Cassibelan ; 
But  had  his  titles  by  Tenantius,  %  whom 
He  served  with  glory  and  admired  success  : 
So  gain'd  the  sur-addition,  Leonatus : 
And  had,  besides  this  gentleman  in  question. 
Two  other  sons,  who,  in  the  wars  o'  the  time, 
Died  with  their  swords  in  hand ;  for  which  their  father 
(Tlien  old  and  fond  of  issue)  took  such  sorrow. 
That  he  quit  being ;  and  this  gentle  lady, 
Big  of  this  gentleman,  our  theme,  deceased 
As  he  was  born.    The  king,  he  takes  the  babe 
To  his  protection ;  calls  him  Postliumus ; 
Breeds  him,  and  makes  him  of  his  bed-chamber : 
Puts  him  to  all  the  learnings  that  his  time 
Could  make  him  the  receiver  of;  which  he  took. 
As  we  do  air,  fast  as  'twas  rainistcr'd ;  and 
In  his  spring  became  a  harvest :  Lived  in  court 
(Which  rare  it  is  to  do),  most  praised,  most  loved  : 
A  sample  to  the  youngest ;  to  the  more  mature, 
X  glass  that  feated§  them;  and  to  the  graver, 
A  child  that  guided  dotards:  tol|  his  mistress, 
Por  whom  he  now  is  banish'd,— her  o^vn  price 
Proclaims  how  she  esteem'd  bim  and  his  virtue  ; 
]3y  her  election  may  be  truly  read. 
What  kind  of  man  he  is. 

2  Gent.  I  honour  him 
Even  out  of  your  report.    But,  'pray  you,  tell  me, 
Is  she  sole  child  to  the  king  ? 

1  Gent.  His  only  child. 
He  had  two  sons  (if  this  bo  worth  your  hcariug, 

*  Praise  him  extensively.  f  My  praise  is  witliin  liis  merit. 

t  The  father  of  Cymbehne. 

fj  I.  e.  a.  model  that  formed  their  manners.  |!  As  to. 


SCENE  II.]  CYMBELINE.  18S 

Mark  it),  the  eldest  of  them  at  three  years  old, 
r  the  swathing  clothes  the  other,  from  their  nursery 
"Were  stolen :  and  to  this  hour,  no  guess  in  knowledge 
Which  way  they  went. 

2  Gent.  How  long  is  this  ago  ? 

1  Oent.  Some  twenty  years. 

2  Gent.  That  a  king's  children  should  be  so  convey'dl 
So  slackly  guarded !    And  the  search  so  slow, 

Tliat  could  not  trace  them  ! 

1  Gent.  Howsoe'er  'tis  strange, 

Or  that  the  negligence  may  well  be  laugh'd  at, 
Yet  is  it  true,  Sir. 

2  Gent.  I  do  well  believe  you. 

1  Gent.  AVe  must  forbear:  Here  comes  the  gentleman. 
The  queen  and  princess.  [Exeunt. 

SCI:NI;  II.—The  same. 
Unter  the  QuEEX,  PosTHUiirs,  and  Imogex. 

Queen.  No,  be  assured,  you  shall  not  find  me,  daughter, 
After  the  slander  of  most  step-mothers, 
Evil-eyed  unto  you  :  you  are  my  prisoner,  but 
Your  jailer  shall  deliver  you  the  keys 
That  lock  up  your  restraint,    for  you,  Posthumus, 
So  soon  as  I  can  win  the  oliended  king, 
I  will  be  known  your  advocate  :  marry,  yet 
The  fire  of  rage  is  in  him  ;  and  'twere  good, 
You  lean'd  unto  his  sentence,  with  what  patience 
Your  wisdom  may  inform  you. 

Fost.  Pleiuse  your  highness,  " 
I  will  from  hence  to-day. 

Queen.  You  know  the  peril : — 
I'll  fetch  a  turn  about  the  garden,  pitying 
The  pangs  of  barr'd  atfections;  though  the  king 
Hath  charged  you  should  not  speak  together.         [Exit  Queen*. 

Into.  O 
Dissembling  courtesy !    How  fine  this  tyrant 
Can  tickle  where  she  wounds  I — !My  dearest  husband, 
I  something  fear  my  father's  wrath ;  but  nothing 
(Always  reserved  my  holy  duty)  what 
His  rage  can  do  on  me  :  You  must  be  gone  ; 
And  I  shall  here  abide  the  hourly  shot 
Of  angry  eyes ;  nor  comforted  U^  live, 
But  that  there  is  this  je\Ael  in  this  world, 
That  I  may  see  again. 

Post.  My  queen  !  my  mistress  ! 
O,  lady,  weep  no  more ;  lest  I  give-  cause 
To  be  suspected  of  more  tenderness 
Than  doth  become  a  man  !    I  ^vill  remain 
The  loyal'st  husband  that  did  e'er  plight  troth. 
]My  residence  in  Rome  at  one  Philario's ; 
A\'ho  to  my  father  was  a  friend,  to  me 
Known  but  by  letter :  thither  write,  my  queen. 
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And  with  mine  eyes  I'll  drink  the  words  you  send, 
Though  ink  be  made  of  gall. 

lie-enter  QuEEX. 

Sueen.  Be  brief.  I  pray  you : 
le  king  come,  1  shall  incur  I  know  not 
How  much  of  his  displeasure  : — Yet  I'll  move  him  {Aside. 

To  walk  this  way :  I  never  do  him  wrong. 
But  he  does  buy  my  injuries,  to  be  friends; 
Pays  dear  for  my  offences.  \_Exit. 

Post.  Should  we  be  taking  leave 
As  long  a  term  as  yet  we  have  to  live, 
The  loathness  to  depart  would  grow :  Adieu  ! 

Imo.  Nay,  stay  a  little : 
Were  you  l)ut  riding  forth  to  air  yourself. 
Such  parting  were  too  petty.    Look  here,  love ; 
This  diamond  was  my  mother's :  take  it,  heart ; 
But  keep  it  till  you  woo  another  wife, 
"When  Imogen  is  dead. 

I'ost.  How !  how  !  another  ? — 
"You  gentle  gods,  give  me  but  this  I  have. 
And  sear  up  my  embracements  from  a  next 
"^'ith  bonds  of  death  ! — Eemain  thou  here    [rutting  on  the  ring. 
"While  sense  can  keep  it  on  !    And  sweetest,  fairest, 
As  I  ray  poor  self  did  exchange  for  you, 
To  your  so  infinite  loss ;  so,  in  our  trifles 
I  still  win  of  you  :  For  ray  sake,  wear  this ; 
It  is  a  manacle  of  love ;  I'll  place  it 
Upon  this  fairest  prisoner.  [Putting  a  bracelet  on  Iier  arm. 

Imo.  O,  the  gods  ! 
When  shall  Ave  see  again  ? 

JSnfer  Cymbeline  and  Lords. 

Post.  Alack,  the  king  ! 

Cpm.  Thou  basest  thing,  avoid  !  hence,  from  my  sight ! 
If,  after  this  command,  thou  fraught*  the  court 
With  thy  unworthiness,  thou  diest :  Away  ! 
Thou  art  poison  to  my  blood. 

Post.  The  gods  protect  yem  ! 
And  bless  the  good  remainders  of  the  court ! 
I  am  gone.  [Kvit. 

Imo.  There  cannot  be  a  pinch  in  death 
More  sh;irp  llian  this  is. 

Ci/m.  ()  disloyal  thiug, 
That  .'ihouldst  repair  my  youth;  tiiou  heapest 
A  year's  age  on  me  ! 

Imo.  I  beseech  yon.  Sir, 
Harm  not  yourself  with  your  vexation  ;  I 
Am  senseless  of  your  wrath;  a  touch  more  raref 
Subdues  all  pangs,  all  fears. 

Ci/m.  Past  grace  ?  oloedience  ? 

Imo.  Past  hope,  and  in  despair  ;  that  way,  past  grace. 

*  Fill.  .      t  A  more  exquisite  feeliiifj. 
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Cijm.  That  mightst  have  had  the  sole  son  of  my  queen ! 

lino.  O  bless'd^  that  I  might  not !    I  chose  an  eagle, 
And  did  avoid  a  puttock.* 

Cijm.  Thou  took'st  a  beggar;  Avouldst  have  made  my  throne 
A  seat  for  baseness. 

Imo.  No ;  I  rather  added 
A  lustre  to  it. 

Cym.  0  thou  vile  one ! 

Imo.  Sir, 
It  is  your  fault  that  I  have  loved  Posthumus : 
You  bred  him  as  my  playfellow  ;  and  he  is 
A  man  worth  any  woman ;  overbuys  me 
Almost  the  sum  he  pays. 

Cijm.  What ! — art  thou  mad  ? 

Imo.  Almost,  Sir :  Heaven  restore  me ! — ^"Would  I  ^vere 
A  neat-herd's  daughter  !  and  my  Leonatus 
Our  neighbour  shepherd's  son  ! 

He-enter  QUEEX. 

Ct/m.  Thou  foolish  thing ! — 
They  were  again  together:  you  have  none  iTo  the  Queex. 

Not  after  our  command.    Away  with  her, 
And  pen  her  up. 

Queen.  'Beseech  your  patience : — Peace, 
Dear  lady  daughter,  peace ;— Sweet  sovereign. 
Leave  us  to  ourselves ;  and  make  yourself  some  comfort 
Out  of  your  best  advice.f 

Cym.  Nay,  let  her  languish 
A  drop  of  blood  a  day ;  and,  being  aged, 

Die  of  this  folly  !  lExit. 

Enter  PiSAXlO. 

Queen.  Fie  I — you  must  give  way : 
Here  is  your  servant. — How  now,  Sir  ?    "^Miat  nevv  s  ? 

Pis.  My  lord  your  son  drew  on  my  master. 

Queen.  Ha! 
No  harm,  I  trust,  is  done  ? 

Pis.  There  might  have  been, 
But  that  my  master  rather  play'd  than  fought, 
And  had  no  help  of  anger :  they  were  parted 
By  gentlemen  at  hand. 

Queen.  I  am  very  glad  on't. 

Imo.  Your  son 's  my  father's  friend ;  he  takes  his  part. — 
To  draw  upon  an  exile  ! — 0  brave  Sir  1 — 
I  would  they  were  in  Afric  both  together ; 
]\Iyself  by  with  a  needle,  that  I  might  prick 
The  goer  back.— "Why  came  you  from  your  master  ? 

Pis.  On  bis  command :  He  would  not  suffer  me 
To  bring  him  to  the  haven  :  left  these  notes 
Of  what  commands  I  should  be  subject  to, 
"When  it  pleased  you  to  employ  me. 

Queen.  This  hath  been 

•  A  kite.  t  Consideration- 
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Your  faithful  servant :  I  dare  lay  mine  honour, 
He  will  remain  so. 

Pis.  I  humbly  thank  your  highness. 

Queen.  Pray,  walk  a  while. 

Imo,  About"  some  half-hour  hence, 
1  pray  you,  speak  with  me  :  you  shall,  at  least, 
Go  see  my  lord  aboard :  for  this  time,  leave  me.  lExeiuit 

SCENE  III.— A  public  place. 

Enter  Clotex   ajid    two  LoKDS. 

1  Lord.  Sir,  I  would  advise  you  to  shift  a  shirt ;  the  violenoe 
of  action  hath  made  you  reek  as  a  sacrifice :  "Where  air  comes  out, 
air  comes  in :  there's  none  abroad  so  wholesome  as  that  you  vent. 

Clo.  If  my  shirt  were  bloody,  then  to  shift  it — Have  I  hurt 
him  ? 

2  Lord.  No,  faith ;  not  so  much  as  his  patience.  lAsidp. 

1  Lord.  Hurt  him  ?  his  body 's  a  passable  carcass,  if  ho  be  not 
hurt :  it  is  a  thoroughfare  for  steel,  if  it  be  not  hurt. 

2  Lord.  His  steel  Avas  in  debt ;  it  went  o'  the  backside  the 
town.  'lAside. 

Clo.  The  villain  would  not  stand  me. 

2  Jjord.  No ;  but  he  fled  forward  still,  toward  your  face.  7 Aside. 

1  Lord.  Stand  you  !  You  had  land  enough  of  your  own  :  but 
he  added  to  your  having ;  gave  you  some  ground. 

2  Lord.  As  many  inches  as  you  have  oceans :  Pujipies  I  'Atide. 
Clo.  I  would,  they  had  not  come  between  us. 

2  Lord.  So  would  I,  till  you  had  measured  how  long  a  fool  you 
were  upon  the  ground.  [Aside. 

Clo.  And  that  she  should  love  this  fellow,  and  refuse  me  ! 
2  Lord.  If  it  be  a  sin  to  make  a  true  election,  she  is  damned. 

lAsic/c. 

1  Lo)-d.  Sir,  as  I  told  you  always,  her  beauty  and  her  l)rain  go 
not  together :  She's  a  good  sign,  but  I  have  seen  small  reflection 
of  her  wit.* 

2  Lord.  She  shines  not  upon  fools,  lest  the  reflection  shouM 
hurt  her.  [Aside. 

Clo.  Come,  I'll  to  my  chamber  :  'Would  there  had  been  soras 
hurt  done ! 

2  I^o)-d.  I  wish  not  so ;  imless  it  had  been  the  fall  of  an  ass, 
which  is  no  ureat  hurt.  [Aside. 

Clo.  You'll  go  with  us  ? 

1  io/v/.  I'll  attend  your  lordship. 
Clo.  Na3\  come,  lot's  go  together. 

2  Lord.  Well,  my  lord.  [Excunl. 

SCENE  IT'.— A  Eoom  in  Cyjibeltxe's  Palace. 
Enter  Imogex  and  Pl.SANio. 
Imo.  I  would  thou  grew'st  unto  the  shores  o"  the  haven, 
And  guestion'dst  every  sail:  if  he  .should  write. 
And  I  not  have  it,  'twere  a  pajjcr  lost 

*  Anciently  almost  every  sign  had  a  motto,  or  some  attempt  at  a  witti- 
cism underneath  it. 
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As  offer'd  mercy  is.*    TThat  -vvas  the  last 
That  he  spake  to  thee  ? 

Pis.  'Twa.s,  His  queen,  his  queen  ! 

Imo.  Then  waved  his  handkerchief? 

Fis.  And  kiss'd  it,  madam. 

Imo.  Senseless  hnen  !  happier  therein  than  I ! — 
And  that  was  all  ? 

Tis.  No,  madam :  for  so  long 
As  he  could  make  me  with  this  eye  or  ear 
Distinguish  him  from  others,  he  did  keep 
The  deck,  with  glove,  or  hat,  or  handkerchief, 
Still  waving,  as  the  fits  and  stirs  of  his  mind 
Ck)uld  best  express  how  slow  his  soul  saiPd  on, 
How  swift  his  ship. 

Imo.  Thou  shouldst  have  made  him 
As  little  a.s  a  crow,  or  less,  ere  left 
To  after-eye  him. 

Pis.  Madam,  so  I  did. 

Imo.  I  would  have  broke  mine  eye-strings  ;  crack'd  them,  hut 
To  look  upon  him ;  till  the  diminution 
Of  space  had  iwinted  him  sharp  as  my  needle  : 
Nay,  follow'd  him,  till  he  had  melted  from 
The  smallness  of  a  gnat  to  air ;  and  then 
Have  turn'd  mine  eye,  and  wept. — But,  good  Pisanio, 
When  shall  Ave  hear  from  him  ? 

Pis.  Be  assured,  madam, 
With  his  next  vantage,  t 

Imo.  I  did  not  take  my  leave  of  him,  but  had 
Most  pretty  things  to  say  :  ere  I  could  tell  him, 
How  I  would  think  on  him,  at  certain  hours. 
Such  thoughts,  and  such  ;  or  I  could  make  him  swear 
The  shes  of  Italy  should  not  betray 
Mine  interest,  and  his  honour ;  or  have  charged  him 
At  the  sixth  hour  of  morn,  at  noon,  at  midnight. 
To  encounter  me  with  orisous,+  for  then 
I  am  in  heaven  for  him :  or  ere  I  could 
Give  him  that  parting  kiss,  which  I  had  set 
Betwixt  two  charming  words,  comes  in  my  father, 
And,  like  the  tyrannous  breathing  of  the  north, 
Shakos  all  our  buds  from  growing. 

Enter  a  Lady. 

Lachj.  The  queen,  madam, 
Desires  your  highness'  comjiany. 

Imo.  Those  things  I  bid  you  do.  get  them  despatch'd. — 
I  will  attend  the  queen. 

Pis.  Madam,  I  shall.  lExei'.i:t 

*  'Twere  as  great  a  loss  as  that  of  a  pardon  transmitted  to  a  criminal. 
t  Opportunity.  %  Meet  me  with  recii^rocal  prayer. 
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SCENE  V. — Home.    An  Apartment  in  Philaeio's  Souse. 

Enter  Philaeio,  Iachimo,  a  Feenchman,  a  Dutchman,  and 
a  Spaniaed. 

lacli.  Believe  it,  Sir,  I  have  seen  him  in  Britain ;  he  vras  then 
of  a  crescent  note,  *  expected  to  prove  so  worthy,  as  since  he  hath 
been  allowed  the  name  of:  but  I  could  then  have  looked  on  him 
Avithout  the  help  of  admiration ;  though  the  catalogue  of  his 
endowments  had  been  tabled  by  his  side,  and  I  to  peruse  him  by 
items. 

Phi.  You  speak  of  him  when  he  was  less  fumish'd  than  now  he 
is,  Viith  that  which  makes f  him  both  without  and  within. 

French.  I  have  seen  him  in  France ;  we  had  very  many  there, 
could  behold  the  sun  with  as  firm  eyes  as  he. 

lach.  This  matter  of  marrying  his  king's  daughter  (wherein 
he  must  be  weighed  rather  by  her  value,  than  his  own),  words 
him,  I  doubt  not  a  great  deal  from  the  matter.  J 

French.  And  then  his  banishment : — — 

lach.  Aj',  and  the  approbation  of  those,  that  weep  this  lament- 
able divorce,  under  her  coloursj  are  wonderfully  to  extend  § 
him ;  be  it  but  to  fortify  her  judgment,  which  else  an  easy 
battery  might  lay  flat,  for  taking  a  beggar  without  more  quality. 
But  how  comes  it,  he  is  to  sojourn  with  you  ?  how  creeps  ac- 
quaintance ? 

Phi.  His  father  and  I  were  soldiers  together  ;  to  whom  I  have 
been  often  bound  for  no  less  than  my  life  : 

Enter  PosTHUiirs. 
Here  comes  the  Briton :  Let  him  be  so  entertained  amongst  you, 
as  suits,  with  gentlemen  of  your  knowing,  to  a  stranger  ot 
quality. — I  beseech  you  all,  be  better  known  to  this  gentleman ; 
whom  I  commend  to  you  as  a  noble  friend  of  mine :  How  worthy 
he  is,  I  will  leave  to  appear  hereafter,  rather  than  storj-  him  in 
his  own  hearing. 

French.  Sir,  we  have  known  together  in  Orleans. 

Post.  Since  when  I  have  been  debtor  to  you  for  courtesies, 
which  I  will  be  ever  to  pay,  and  yet  pay  still. 

French.  Sir,  you  o'er-rate  my  poor  kindness  :  I  was  glad  I  did 
atone  !i  my  countryman  and  you;  it  had  been  pity,  jou  should 
have  been  put  together  vMx  so  mortal  a  purpose,  as  then  each 
bore,  upon  importance  'i.  of  so  slight  and  trivial  a  nature. 

Post.  By  your  pardon.  Sir,  I  was  then  a  young  traveller  :  rather 
shunned  to  go  even  with  what  I  heard,  than  in  my  every  action 
to  bo  guided  by  others'  experiences :  but,  upon  my  mended  judg- 
ment (if  I  offend  not  to  say  it  is  mended),  my  quarrel  was  not 
altogether  slight. 

French.  'Faith,  yes,  to  be  put  to  the  arbitrement  of  swords  ; 
and  by  such  two,  that  would,  by  all  likelihood,  have  confounded** 
one  the  other,  or  have  fallen  both. 

*  Increasing:  in  fame.  +  Foniis  him. 

i  J.  e.  makes  him  over-estimated.  '  Prai.-ehim.  B   Reconcile. 

%  Matter.  **  Destroyed. 
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lacTi.  Can  we,  with  manners,  ask  what  was  the  difference  ? 

French.  Safely,  I  think :  'twas  a  contention  in  public,  which 
may,  without  contradiction,  suffer  the  report.  It  was  much  like 
an  argument  that  fell  out  last  night,  where  each  of  us  fell  in 
praise  of  our  country  mistresses :  This  gentleman  at  that  time 
vouching  (and  upon  warrant  of  bloody  affirmation),  his  to  be 
more  fair,  virtuous,  wise,  chaste,  constant-qualified,  and  less  at- 
temptible,  than  any,  the  rarest  of  our  ladies  in  France. 

lach.  That  lady  is  not  now  living ;  or  this  gentleman's  opinion, 
by  this,  worn  out. 

Post.  She  holds  her  virtue  still,  and  I  my  mind. 

Inch.  You  must  not  so  far  prefer  her  'fore  ours  of  Italy. 

Post.  Ijeing  so  far  provoked  as  I  wa.s  in  France,  I  would  abate 
her  nothing;  though  I  profess  myself  her  adorer,  not  her 
friend.* 

lach.  As  fair,  and  as  good  (a  kind  of  hand-in-hand  comparison), 
had  been  something  too  fair,  and  too  good  for  any  lady  in  Eritany. 
if  she  went  before  others  1  have  seen,  as  that  diamond  of  yours 
outlustres  many  1  have  beheld,  I  could  not  but  believe  she  ex- 
celled many :  but  I  have  not  seen  the  most  precious  diamond 
that  is,  nor  you  the  lady. 

Post.  I  praised  her,  as  I  rated  her ;  so  do  I  my  stone. 

lach.  "What  do  you  esteem  it  at  ? 

Post.  More  than  the  world  enjoys. 

lach.  Either  your  unparagon'd  mistress  is  dead,  or  she's  out- 
prized  by  a  trifle. 

Post.  You  are  mistaken :  the  one  may  be  sold,  or  given ; 
if  there  were  wealth  enough  for  the  purchase,  or  merit  for 
ihe  gift ;  the  other  is  not  a  thing  for  sale,  and  only  the  gift  of 
the  gods. 

lach.  Which  the  gods  have  given  you  ? 

Post.  AVhich  by  their  graces,  I  will  keep. 

lach.  You  may  wear  her  in  title  yours :  but,  you  know, 
strange  fowl  light  upon  neighbouring  ponds.  Your  ring  may  be 
stolen,  too :  so,  of  your  brace  of  unprizeable  estimations,  the  one 
is  but  frail,  and  the  other  casual ;  a  cunning  thief,  or  a  that-way 
accomplished  courtier,  M'ould  hazard  the  \vinuing  both  of  first 
and  last.  ^ 

Post.  Your  Italy  contains  none  so  accomplished  a  courtier,  to 
convince t  the  honour  of  my  mistress;  if,  m  the  holding  or  loss 
of  that,  you  term  her  frail.  I  do  nothing  doubt,  you  have  store 
of  thieves ;  notwithstanding  I  fear  not  my  ring. 

Phi.  Let  us  leave  here,  gentlemen. 

Post.  Sir,  with  all  my  heart.  This  worthy  signior,I  thank  him, 
makes  no  stranger  of  me ;  we  are  familiar  at  first, 

lach.  With  five  times  so  much  conversation  I  should  get 
ground  of  your  fair  mistress :  make  her  go  back,  even  to  the 
yielding;  had  I  admittance,  and  opportunity  to  friend. 

Post.  No,  no. 

lach.  I  dare  thereon  pawn  the  moiety  of  my  estate  to  your 
ring ;  which,  in  my  opinion,  o'er-values  it  something :  But  I 
*  Lover,  t  Overcome. 
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make  my  wager  i-ather  asrainst  your  confidence,  than  laer  reputa- 
tion :  and,  to  bar  your  offence  herein  too,  I  durst  attempt  it 
against  any  lady  in  the  world. 

Pout.  You  are  a  great  deal  abused  *  in  too  lx)ld  a  persuasion  ; 
and  I  doubt  not  you  sustain  what  you're  worthy  of,  by  your 
attempt. 

lack.  A\Tiat's  that  ? 

Post.  A  repulse  :  Though  your  attempt,  a.s  you  call  it,  deserve 
more ;  a  punishment  too. 

Phi.  Gentlemen,  enough  of  this :  it  came  in  too  suddenly ;  let 
it  die  as  it  was  born,  and,  I  pray  you,  be  better  acquainted.' 

lack.  'Would  I  had  put  my  estate,  and  my  neighbour's,  on  the 
approbation  t  of  what  I  have  spoke. 

Post.  "What  lady  would  you  choose  to  assail  ? 

lack.  Tours,  whom  in  constancy,  you  think,  stands  so  safe.  I 
will  lay  you  ten  thousand  ducats  to  your  ring,  that,  commend  me 
to  the  court  where  your  lady  is,  with  no  more  advantage  than  the 
opportunity  of  a  second  conference,  and  I  will  bring  from  thence 
that  honour  of  hers,  which  you  imagine  so  reserved. 

Post.  I  will  wage  against  your  gold,  gold  to  it :  my  ring  I  hold 
dear  as  mj  finger ;  'tis  part  of  it. 

lack,  lou  are  afraid,  and  therein  the  wiser.  If  you  buy 
ladies'  flesh  at  a  million  a  dram,  you  cannot  ])reserve  it  from 
tainting  :  But,  T  see,  you  have  some  religion  in  you,  that  you  fear. 

Post.  This  is  but  a  custom  in  your  tongue ;  you  bear  a  graver 
puqfose,  I  hope. 

lach.  I  am  the  master  of  my  speeches ;  and  would  undergo 
what's  spoken,  I  swear. 

Post.  Will  you  ? — I  shall  but  lend  my  diamond  fill  your  re- 
turn : — Let  there  be  covenants  drawn  between  us  :  my  mistress 
exceeds  in  goodness  the  hugeness  of  your  unworthy  thinking :  I 
dare  you  to  this  match  :  here's  my  ring. 

Phi.  I  will  have  it  no  lay. 

Inch.  By  the  gods  it  is  one  :  If  I  bring  you  no  sufTicient  testi- 
mony that  I  have  enjoyed  the  dearest  bodily  part  of  your 
mistress,  my  ten  thousand  ducats  are  yours;  so  is  your  diamond 
too.  If  I  come  off,  and  leave  her  in  such  honour  as  you  have 
trust  in,  she  your  jewel,  this  your  jcM'el,  and  my  gold  are  yours : 
— provided,  1  have  your  commendation,  J  for  my  more  free 
entertainment. 

Post.  1  embrace  these  conditions ;  let  us  have  articles  betwi.\t 
us  : — only,  thus  far  you  shall  answer.  If  you  make  your  voyage 
upon  her,  and  give  me  directly  to  understand  you  have  prevail'd, 
I  am  no  further  your  enemy,  she  is  not  worth  our  debate :  if  she 
remain  unseduced  (you  not  making  it  appear  otlierwise),  for  your 
ill  opinion,  and  the  assault  you  have  made  to  her  cha.^tity,  you 
shall  answer  me  with  your  sword. 

lach.  Your  hand  ;  a  covenant :  We  will  have  these  things  set 
down  by  lawful  counsel,  and  straight  away  for  ]]riinin  ;  lest  the 
bargain  should  catch  cold,  and  starve  :  I  will  fetch  my  gold,  and 
have  our  two  wagers  recorded. 

Post.  Agreed.  "  ' Exeurd  PosTiiUMUS  and  Licniiio. 

*  Deceived  t  Proof.  j  Recommendation. 
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French.  Will  this  hold,  think  you  ? 

Fhi.  Signior  lacbimo  will  not  from  it.  Pray,  let  us  follow  'em. 

SCEXU  VI. — Britain.     A  Boom  ia  Cyjibelixe's  Palace. 
Enter  QcEEX,  Ladies,  and  COENELIUS. 

Queen.  Whiles  yet  the  dew 's  on  ground,  gather  those  flowers ; 
;Make  haste,  who  has  the  note  of  them  ? 

1  Lady.  I,  madam. 

Queen.  Despatch. [.E.reun'  Ladies. 

Now,  master  doctor ;  have  you  brought  those  drugs  ? 

Cor.  Pleaseth  your  highness,  ay :  here  they  are,  madam  : 

[Presenting  a  small  box. 
But  I  beseech  your  grace  (without  offence ; 
My  conscience  bids  me  ask) ;  wherefore  you  have 
Conimanded  of  mc  these  most  poisonous  compounds, 
Which  are  the  movers  of  a  languishing  deatli ; 
But,  though  .slow,  deadly  ? 

Queen.  I  do  wonder,  doctor, 
Thou  ask'st  me  such  a  question  :  Have  I  not  been 
Thy  pupil  long  ?  Hast  thou  not  learn'd  me  how 
To  make  perfumes  ?  distil  ?  preserve  ?  yea,  so. 
That  our  great  king  himself  doth  woo  me  oft 
For  my  confections?  Having  thus  far  proceeded 
(Unless  thou  think'st  me  devilish),  is't  not  meet 
That  I  did  amplify  my  judgment  in 
Other  conclusions  ?*  I  will  try  the  forces 
Of  these  thy  compounds  on  such  creatures  as 
We  count  not  worth  the  hanging  (but  none  human). 
To  try  the  vigour  of  them,  and  apply 
Allay ments  to  their  act ;  and  by  them  gather 
Their  several  virtues,  and  eflects. 

Cor.  Your  highness 
Shall  from  this  practice  but  make  hard  jour  heart : 
Besides,  the  seeing  these  effects  will  be 
Both  noisome  and  infectious. 

Queen.  0,  content  thee. — 

Enter  PiSAXlO. 
Here  comes  a  flattering  rascal ;  upon  him 

Will  I  first  work :  he's  for  his  master,  lAside. 

And  enemy  to  my  son. — How  now,  Pisanio  ? 
Doctor,  your  service  for  this  time  is  ended ; 
Take  your  own  way. 

Cor.  I  do  suspect  you,  madam ; 
But  you  shall  do  no  harm.  [Aside. 

Queen.  Hark  thee,  a  word. —  '_To  PrsANio. 

Cor.  [aside'].  I  do  not  like  her.    She  doth  thinkj'she  has 
Strange  lingering  poisons  :  I  do  know  her  spirit. 
And  will  not  trust  one  of  her  malice  with 
A  drug  of  such  damn'd  nature  :  Tho.?e  she  has, 
Will  stupify  and  dull,  the  .sense  awhile  : 
*  Experiments. 

VOL.  IV  O 
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Which  first,  perchance,  she'll  prove  on  cats  and  dogs ; 

Then  afterward  vip  higher ;  but  there  is 

No  danger  in  what  show  of  death  it  makes, 

More  than  the  locking  up  the  spirits  a  time, 

To  be  more  fresh,  reviving.    She  is  fool'd 

With  a  most  false  effect;  and  I  the  truer, 

So  to  be  false  with  her. 

Queen.  No  further  service,  doctor. 
Until  I  send  for  thee. 

Cor.  I  humbly  take  my  leave.  [Uxif. 

Queen.  Weeps  she  still,  say'st  thou  ?  Dost  thou  think,  in  time 
She  will  not  quench  ;  *  and  let  instructions  enter 
Where  folly  now  possesses  ?  Do  thou  work ; 
When  thou  shalt  bring  me  word,  she  loves  my  son, 
I'll  tell  theCj  on  the  instant,  thou  art  then 
As  great  as  is  thy  master  :  greater ;  for 
His  fortunes  all  lie  speechless,  and  his  name 
Is  at  last  gasp  :  lleturn  he  cannot,  nor 
Continue  where  he  is  :  to  shift  his  being,  f 
Is  to  exchange  one  misery  with  another  ; 
And  every  day,  that  comes,  comes  to  decay 
A  day's  work  in  him :  What  shalt  thou  expect, 
To  be  depender  on  a  thing  that  leans  ? 
Who  cannot  be  new  built ;  nor  has  no  friends, 

[The  Queen  drops  a  box  :  PisANIO  taJces  it  up. 
So  much  as  but  to  prop  him  ? — Thou  tak'st  vip 
Thou  know'st  not  ^vhat ;  but  take  it  for  thy  labour : 
It  is  a  thing  I  made,  which  hath  the  king 
Pive  times  redeem'd  from  death :  I  do  not  know 
What  is  more  cordial : — Nay,  I  pr'ythee,  take  it ; 
It  is  an  earnest  of  a  further  good 
That  I  mean  to  thee.    Tell  thy  mistress  how 
The  case  stands  with  her ;  do 't,  as  from  thyself. 
Think  what  a  chance  thou  changest  on  ;  but  think 
Thou  hast  thy  mistress  still ;  to  boot,  my  son, 
Who  shall  take  notice  of  thee :  I'll  move  the  king 
To  any  shape  of  thy  preferment,  such 
As  thou'lt  desire ;  and  then  myself,  I  chiefly. 
That  set  thee  on  to  this  desert,  am  bound 
To  load  thy  merit  richly.    Call  my  women : 
Think  on  my  words.  [Exit  Pisa.] — A  sly  and  constant  knave  . 
Not  to  be  shaked  :  the  agent  for  his  master ; 
And  the  remembrancer  of  her,  to  hold 
The  handfast  %  to  her  lord. — I  have  given  him  that 
Which,  if  he  take,  shall  quite  unpeople  her 
Of  liegers  §  for  her  sweet ;  and  which  she,  after, 
E.xcept  she  bend  her  humour,  shall  be  assured 

lie-enter  PiSAXio,  and  Lacies. 
To  taste  of  too. — So,  so ; — well  done,  well  done : 
The  violets,  co\v.slips,  and  the  primroses, 

*  I.e.  grow  cool.  +  Cliausjc  liis  abode. 

I  Contract.  §  Ambassadors. 
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Bear  to  my  closet ; — Fare  thee  well,  Pisanio ; 

Think  on  my  words.  \_]£xeunt  QuEEN  and  Ladies. 

Fis.  And  shall  do : 
But  when  to  my  good  lord  I  prove  untrue, 
I'll  choke  myself:  there's  all  I'll  do  for  you.  [JExiL 

SCUyH  VIT. — Another  Room  in  the  same. 

Enter  IMOGEN. 

Imo.  A  father  cruel,  and  a  step-dame  false ; 
A  foolish  suitor  to  a  wedded  lady, 
That  hath  her  husband  banish'd ; — O,  that  husband ! 
My  supreme  crown  of  grief !  and  those  repeated 
Vexations  of  it  I  Had  I  been  thief-stolen, 
As  my  two  brothers,  happy  !  but  most  miserable 
Is  the  desire  that's  glorious :  Blessed  be  those. 
How  mean  soe'er,  that  have  their  honest  wills. 
Which  seasons  comfort. — \Mio  may  this  be  ?  Pie  ! 

Enter  PiSANiO  and  Iachimo. 

Pis.  Madam,  a  noble  gentleman  of  Rome 
Comes  from  my  lord  with  letters. 

lach.  Change  you.  Madam  ? 
The  worthy  Leonatus  is  in  safety, 
And  greets  your  highness  dearly.  [^Presents  a  letter. 

Imo.  Thanks,  good  Sir : 
Tou  are  kindly  welcome. 

lach.  All  of  her,  that  is  out  of  door,  most  rich !  [Aside. 

If  she  be  furnisli'd  with  a  mind  so  rare. 
She  is  alone  the  Arabian  bird  ;  and  I 
Have  lost  the  wager.    Boldness  be  my  friend  ! 
Arm  me,  audacity,  from  head  to  foot  ! 
Or,  like  the  Parthian,  I  shall  flying  figit; 
Eather,  directly  fly. 

Imo.  [reads]. — lie  is  one  of  the  nohlesf  note,  to  whose  kindness 
I  am  most  infinitely  tied.  Reflect  iqwn  him  accordingly,  as  you 
value  your  truest  LeoNATUS. 

So  far  I  read  aloud : 
But  even  the  very  middle  of  my  heart. 
Is  warm'd  by  the  rest,  and  takes  it  thankfully. — 
You  are  as  welcome,  worthy  Sir,  as  I 
Have  words  to  bid  you ;  and  shall  find  it  so. 
In  all  that  I  can  do. 

lach.  Thanks,  fairest  lady. — 
"What !  are  men  mad  ?    Hath  nature  given  them  eyes 
To  see  this  vaulted  arch,  and  the  rich  crop 
Of  sea  and  land,  which  can  distinguish  'twixt 
The  fiery  orbs  above,  and  the  twinn'd  stones 
Upon  the  number'd  beach  ?  and  can  we  not 
Partition  make  with  spectacles  so  precious 
'Twixt  fair  and  foul  ? 

Imo.  What  makes  your  admiration  ? 
lach.  It  cannot  be  i' the  eje ;  for  apes  and  monkeys, 
02 
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'Twixt  two  such  she's,  would  chatter  this  way,  and 

Contemn  with  mows*  the  other:  Nor  i' the  judgment; 

Por  idiots,  in  this  case  of  favour,  would 

Be  wisely  definite :  N  or  i'  the  appetite ; 

Sluttery,  to  such  neat  excellence  opposed, 

Should  make  desire  vomit  emptiness. 

Not  so  allured  to  feed. 

lino.  "What  is  the  matter,  trow  ? 

lach.  The  cloyed  will 
(That  satiate  yet  unsatisfied  desire, 
That  tub  both  flU'd  and  running),  ravening  first 
The  lamb,  longs  after  for  the  garbage. 

Imo.  AVhat,  dear  Sir, 
Thus  raps  you  ?  Are  you  well  ? 

lach.  Thanks,  Madam ;  well : — 'Beseech  you,  Sir,  desire 

[Zb  PiSANIO. 

My  man's  abode  where  I  did  leave  him :  he 
Is  strange  and  peevish,  f 

Pis.  I  was  going,  Sir, 
To  give  him  welcome.  {^Exlt  Pisanio. 

Imo.  Continues  well  my  lord  ?  His  health,  'beseech  you  ? 

lach.  Well,  Madam. 

Imo.  Is  he  disposed  to  mirth  ?  I  hope,  he  is. 

lacli.  Exceeding  pleasant ;  none  a  stranger  there 
So  merry  and  so  gamesome  :  he  is  call'd 
The  Briton  reveller. 

Imo.  When  he  was  here. 
He  did  incline  to  sadness ;  and  oft-times 
Not  knowing  why. 

lach.  I  never  saw  him  sad. 
There  is  a  Frenchman  his  companion,  one 
An  eminent  monsieur,  that,  it  seems,  much  loves 
A  Gallian  girl  at  home :  he  furnaces 
The  thick  sighs  from  him  ;  whiles  the  jolly  Briton 
(Your  lord,  1  mean)  laughs  from 's  free  lungs,  cries,  O  ! 
Can  my  sides  hold,  to  think,  that  man, — tvho  knows 
Hy  history,  report,  or  his  own,  proof. 
What  teaman  is,  yea,  ivhat  she  cannot  choose 
£ut  must  be, — icill  his  free  hours  languish  for 
Assured  bondage  1 

Imo.  Will  my  lord  say  so  ? 

lach.  Ay,  Madam  !  with  his  eyes  in  flood  with  laughter. 
It  is  a  recreation  to  be  by. 

And  hear  him  mock  the  Frenchman  :  But,  heavens  know, 
Some  men  are  much  to  blame. 

Imo.  Not  he,  I  hope. 

lach.  Not  he :  But  yet  heaven's  bounty  towards  him  might 
Be  used  more  thankfully.    In  himself,  'tis  much ; 
In  you, — which  I  count  his.  beyond  all  talents, — 
Whilst  I  am  bound  to  wonder,  I  am  bound 
To  pity  too. 

Imo,  What  do  you  pity,  Sir  ? 

*  Making  mouths.  t  Shy  and  foolish. 
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lach.  Two  creatures,  heartily. 

Imo.  Am  I  one,  Sir  ? 
You  look  on  me  ;  AVhat  wreck  discern  you  in  me, 
Deserves  your  pity  ? 

lach.  Lamentable  !  What ! 
To  hide  me  from  the  radiant  sun,  and  solace 
I'  the  dungeon  by  a  snuff? 

Imo.  I  pray  you,  Sir, 
Deliver  Avith  more  openness  your  answers 
To  my  demands,    '\\liy  do  you  pity  me  ? 

lach.  That  others  do, 

I  was  about  to  say,  enjoy  your But 

It  is  an  oflice  of  the  gods  to  'venge  it, 
Not  mine  to  speak  on't. 

Imo.  You  do  seem  to  know 
Something  of  me,  or  what  concerns  me  ;  Pray  you 
(Since  doubting  things  go  ill,  often  hurts  more 
Than  to  be  sure  they  do :  for  certainties 
Either  are  past  remedies ;  or,  timely  knowing. 
The  remedy  then  born),  discover  to  me 
"What  both  you  spur  and  stop.  * 

lach.  Had  I  this  cheek 
To  bathe  my  lips  upon ;  this  hand,  whose  touch, 
Whose  every  touch,  would  force  the  feeler's  soul 
To  the  oath  of  loyalty  ;  this  object,  which 
Takes  prisoner  the  wild  motion  of  mine  eye. 
Fixing  it  only  here :  should  I  (damn'd  then) 
Slaver  with  lips  as  common  as  the  stairs 
That  mount  the  Capitol ;  join  gripes  with  hands 
Made  hard  with  hourly  falsehood  (falsehood,  as 
With  labour) ;  then  lie  peeping  in  an  eye, 
Base  and  unlustrous  as  the  smoky  light 
That's  fed  with  stinking  tallow  ;  it  were  fit. 
That  all  the  plagues  of  hell  should  at  one  time 
Encounter  such  revolt. 

Imo.  My  lord,  I  fear. 
Has  forgot  Britain. 

lack.  And  himself.    Not  I, 
Inclined  to  this  intelligence,  pronounce 
The  beggary  of  his  change ;  but  'lis  your  graces 
That,  from  my  mutest  conscience,  to  my  tongue. 
Charms  this  report  out. 

Imo.  Let  me  hear  no  more. 

lach.  O  dearest  soul !  your  cause  doth  strike  my  heart 
With  pity,  that  doth  make  me  sick.    A  lady 
So  fair,  and  fasten'd  to  an  empery,  t 
Would  make  the  great'st  king  double  !  to  be  pavtner'd 
With  tomljoysj  hired  with  that  self-exhibition  § 
Which  your  own  coffers  yield !  with  diseased  ventures. 
That  play  with  all  intirmitios  for  gold 

*  What  you  seem  anxious  to  utter,  and  yet  withhold, 
t  Sovereign  command.  t  Wantons. 

§  Pension. 
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Which  rottenness  can  lend  nature  !  such  boil'd  stuff, 
As  well  might  poison  poison  !  Be  revenged ; 
Or  she  that  bore  you  was  no  queen,  and  you 
Eecoil  from  your  great  stock. 

Imo.  Revenged ! 
How  should  I  be  revenged  ?  If  this  be  true 
(As  I  have  such  a  heart,  that  both  mine  ears 
Must  not  in  haste  abuse),  if  it  be  true. 
How  should  I  be  revenged  ? 

lach.  Should  he  make  me 
Live  like  Diana's  priest,  betwixt  cold  sheets ; 
Whilst  he  is  vaulting  variable  ramps, 
In  your  despite,  upon  your  purse  ?  Eevenge  it. 
I  dedicate  myself  to  your  sweet  pleasure ; 
More  noble  than  that  runagate  to  your  bed ; 
And  will  continue  fast  to  your  affection. 
Still  close,  as  sure. 

Imo.  What  ho,  Pisanio  ! 

lach.  Let  me  my  service  tender  on  your  lips. 

Imo.  Away ! — I  do  condemn  mine  ears,  that  have 
So  long  attended  thee.    If  thou  wert  honourable. 
Thou  wouldst  have  told  this  tale  for  virtue,  not 
For  such  an  end  thou  seek'st ;  as  base,  as  strange. 
Thou  wrong'st  a  gentleman,  who  is  as  far 
Prom  thy  report,  as  thou  from  honour ;  and 
Solicit'st  here  a  lady,  that  disdains 
Thee  and  the  devil  alike. — TMiat  ho,  Pisanio  ! — 
The  king  my  father  shall  be  made  acquainted 
Of  thy  assault :  if  he  shall  think  it  fit, 
A  saucy  stranger,  in  his  court,  to  mart 
As  in  a  Eomish  stew,  and  to  expound 
His  beastly  mind  to  us ;  he  hath  a  court 
He  little  cares  for,  and  a  daughter  whom 
He  not  respects  at  all. — What  ho,  Pisanio  ! — 

lach.  O  happy  Leonatus  !  I  may  say  ; 
The  credit,  ihat  thy  lady  hath  of  thee. 
Deserves  thy  trust ;  and  thy  most  perfect  goodness 
Her  assured  credit ! — Blessed  live  you  long ! 
A  lady  to  the  worthiest  Sir,  that  ever 
Country  call'd  his  !  and  you  his  mistress,  only 
Por  the  most  worthiest  fit !  Give  me  your  pardon. 
I  have  spoke  this,  to  know  if  your  atfiancc 
Were  deeply  ropted  ;  and  shall  make  your  lord. 
That  which  he  is,  new  o'er :  And  he  is  one 
The  truest  manner'd ;  such  a  holy  Avitch, 
That  he  enchants  societies  uuto  him : 
Half  all  men's  hearts  are  his. 

Imo.  You  make  amends. 

lach.  He  sits  'mongst  men,  like  a  descended  god : 
He  hath  a  kind  of  honour  sets  him  off, 
More  than  a  mortal  seeming.    Be  not  angry. 
Most  mighty  princess,  that  I  have  adventured 


SCENB  VII.J  CTMBELINE.  199 

To  try  your  taking  of  a  false  report ;  whicli  liatli 
Honour'd  with  confirmation  your  great  judgment 
In  the  election  of  a  sir  so  rare, 
Which  you  know,  cannot  err  :  The  love  I  bear  him 
Made  me  to  fan  *  you  thus ;  hut  the  gods  made  you, 
Unlike  all  others,  chaffless.    Pray,  your  pardon. 

Imo.  All's  well.  Sir :  Take  my  power  i'  the  court  for  yours. 

lach.  My  humble  thanks.  I  had  almost  forgot 
To  entreat  your  grace  but  in  a  small  request, 
And  yet  of  moment,  too,  for  it  concerns 
Your  lord ;  myself,  and  other  noble  friends, 
Are  partners  in  the  business. 

Imo.  Pray,  ^^hat  is't  ? 

lacli.  Some  dozen  Eomans  of  us,  and  your  lord 
(The  best  feather  of  our  wing),  have  mingled  sums, 
To  buy  a  present  for  the  emperor ; 
Which  I,  the  factor  for  the  rest,  have  done 
In  France  :  'Tis  plate,  of  rare  device  ;  and  jewels, 
Of  rich  and  exquisite  form ;  their  values  great ; 
And  I  am  something  curious,  being  strange,  t 
To  have  them  in  safe  stowage  ;  May  it  please  you 
To  take  them  in  protection  ? 

Imo.  Willingly ; 
And  pawn  mine  honour  for  their  safety  :  since 
My  lord  hath  interest  in  them,  I  will  keep  them 
In  my  bed-chamber. 

lacli.  They  are  in  a  trunk, 
Attended  by  my  men  :  I  will  make  bold 
To  send  them  to  you,  only  for  this  night ; 
I  must  aboard  to-morrow. 

Imo,  O,  no,  no. 

lacU.  Yes,  I  beseech ;  or  I  shall  short  my  word. 
By  length'ning  my  return.    From  Gallia 
I  cross'd  the  seas  on  purpose,  and  on  promise 
To  see  your  grace. 

Imo.  I  thank  you  for  your  pains ; 
But  not  away  to-morrow  ? 

lacli.  O,  I  must,  madam : 
Therefore,  I  shall  beseech  you,  if  you  please 
To  greet  your  lord  with  writing,  do't  to-night : 
I  have  outstood  my  time ;  which  is  material. 
To  the  tender  of  our  present. 

Imo.  I  will  write. 
Send  your  trunk  to  me  ;  it  shall  safe  be  kept, 
And  truly  yielded  you :  You  are  very  welcome.  {T^xeurd 

*  To  fan,  is  to  winnow.  t  A  stranger. 
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ACT  II. 

SCENi:  I.— Court  before  Cymbelixe's  Palace. 
Enter  Clotex,  and  two  LoEDS. 

Clo.  Was  there  ever  man  had  such  luck  !  when  I  kissed  the 
jack  upon  an  ujj-cast,*  to  be  hit  away  !  I  had  a  hundred  pound 
on't:  And  then  a  whoreson  jackanapes  must  take  mo  up  for 
swearing ;  as  if  I  borrowed  mine  oaths  of  him,  and  niiyht  not 
spend  tliem  at  my  pleasure. 

1  Lord.  "What  got  he  by  that  ?  You  have  broke  his  pate  with 
your  bowl. 

2  Lord.  If  his  wit  had  been  like  him  that  broke  it,  it  would 
have  ran  all  out.  [Adde. 

Clo.  When  a  gentleman  is  disposed  to  swear,  it  is  not  for  any 
standers-by  to  curtail  his  oaths :  Ha  ? 

2  Lord.  No,  my  lord ;  nor  [Aside.']  crop  the  ears  of  them. 

Clo.  Whoreson  dog! — I  give  him  satisfaction?  '^A'ould  he 
had  been  one  of  my  rank  ! 

2  Lord.  To  have  smelt  like  a  fool.  [Aside. 

Clo.  I  am  not  more  vexed  at  anything  in  the  earth, — A  pox 
on't !  I  had  rather  not  be  so  noble  as  I  am ;  thoj;  dare  not  fight 
■with  me,  because  of  the  queen  my  mother:  every  jack-slave  hatii 
his  belly  full  of  fighting,  and  I  must  go  up  and  down  like  a  cock 
that  nobody  can  match. 

2  Lord.  You  are  a  cock  and  capon  too ;  and  you  crow,  cock, 
with  your  comb  on.  [Aside. 

Clo.  Sayest  thou  ? 

1  Lord.  It  is  not  fit,  your  lordship  should  undertake  every 
companion  t  that  you  give  offence  to. 

Clo.  No,  I  know  that :  but  it  is  fit,  I  should  commit  ofTencc  to 
my  inferiors. 

2  Lord.  Av,  it  is  fit  for  your  lordship  only. 
Clo.  Why,"  so  I  say. 

1  Lord.  Did  you  hear  of  a  stranger,  that's  come  to  court  to- 
night ? 

Clo.  A  stranger  !  and  I  know  not  on't ! 

2  Lord.  He's  a  strange  fellow  himself,  and  knows  it  not. 

[Aside.  _ 

1  Lord.  There's  an  Italian  come ;  and,  'tis  thought,  one  of 
Leonatus'  friends. 

Clo.  Leonatus  !  a  banished  ra.scal ;  and  he's  anotlier,  •\\  h;ii- 
soever  he  1)e.    Who  told  you  of  this  stranger  ? 

1  Lord.  One  of  your  lordship's  pages. 

Clo.  Is  it  fit  I  went  to  look  upon  him  ?  Is  there  no  deroga- 
tion in't  ? 

1  Lord.  You  cannot  derogate,  my  lord. 

Clo.  Not  easil)-,  I  think. 

*  Was  close  to  the  jack,  the  small  bowl  at  which  the  others  are  aimed. 
■)•  Feilow. 
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2  Lord.  You  are  a  fool  granted ;  therefore  your  issues  being 
foolish,  do  not  derogate.  [Aside. 

Clo.  Come,  I'll  go  see  this  Italian  :  '\Miat  I  have  lost  to-day  at 
bowls,  I'll  win  to-night  of  him.    Come,  go. 

2  Lord.  I'll  attend  your  lordship. 

[Exeunt  Cloten  and  first  LoED. 
That  such  a  crafty  devil  as  is  his  mother 
Should  yield  the  world  this  ass  !  a  woman,  that 
Bears  all  do\vn  with  her  brain ;  and  this  her  son 
Cannot  take  two  from  twenty,  for  his  heart. 
And  leave  eighteen.    Alas,  ix)or  princess. 
Thou  divine  Imogen,  what  thou  endur'st ! 
Betwixt  a  father  by  thy  step-dame  govem'd ; 
A  mother  hourly  coining  plots ;  a  wooer 
More  hateful  than  the  foul  expulsion  is 
Of  thy  dear  husband,  than  that  horrid  act 
Of  the  divorce  he'd  make !    The  heavens  hold  fu-ni 
The  walls  of  thy  dear  honour ;  keep  unshaked 
That  temple,  thy  fair  mind;  that  thou  mayst  stand, 
To  enjoy  thy  banish'd  lord,  and  this  great  land !  [ExiL 

SCENE  IL — A  Bed-chamber ;  in  one  part  of  it  a  tnnilc. 
lilOGEX  reading  in  her  led ;  a  Lady  attending. 

Lno.  Who's  there?  my  woman,  Helen ? 

Lady.  Please  you,  madam. 

lino.  What  hour  is  it  ? 

Lady.  Almost  midnight,  madam. 

Into.  I  have  read  three  hours  then :  mine  eyes  are  weak  : — 
Fold  down  the  leaf  where  I  have  left :  To  bed : 
Take  not  away  the  taper,  leave  it  burning  ; 
And  if  thou  canst  awake  by  four  o'  the  clock, 
I  pr'ythee,  call  me.    Sleep  hath  seized  me  wholly.     iE.vit  Lady. 
To  your  protection  I  commend  me,  gods  ! 
Prom  Fairies,  and  the  tempters  of  the  night, 
Guard  me,  beseech  ye  !  \ Sleeps.   Iachimo,  from  the  trunk. 

lack.  The  crickets  sing,  and  man's  o'er-labourd  sense 
Eepairs  itself  by  rest :  0>'ur  Tarquin  thus 
Did  softly  press  the  rushes,*  ere  he  waken'd 
The  chastity  he  wounded. — Cytherca, 
How  bravely  thou  becom'st  thy  bed  !  fresh  lily  ! 
And  whiter  than  the  sheets  !     That  I  might  touch  ! 
But  kiss;  one  kiss ! — Eubies  unparagon'd. 
How  dearly  they  do't ! — 'Tis  her  breathing  that 
Perfumes  the  chamber  thus  :  The  flame  o'  the  tai)or 
Bows  toward  her ;  and  would  under-peep  her  lid-. 
To  see  the  enclosed  lights,  now  canopied 
Under  these  windows  :t  \A'hite  and  azure,  laced 
With  blue  of  heaven's  own  tinct.+ — But  my  design  ? 
To  note  the  chamber :— I  will  write  all  down:— 

*  It  was  anciently  the  custom  to  strew  chambers  with  rushes. 

t  /.  e.  her  eyelids.  j  /.  e.  the  white  skin  laced  with  blue  veins. 
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Such,  and  such  pictures  : — There  the  window : — Such 

The  adornment  of  her  bed ; — The  arras,  figures. 

Why,  such,  and  such : — And  the  contents  o'  the  story, — 

Ah,  but  some  natural  notes  about  her  body. 

Above  ten  thousand  meaner  moveables 

Would  testify,  to  enrich  mine  inventory : 

O  sleep,  thou  ape  of  death,  lie  dull  upon  her ! 

And  be  her  sense  but  as  a  monument. 

Thus  in  a  chapel  lying ! — Come  ofif,  come  off  ;— 

ITaking  off  her  Iracelet, 
As  slippery,  as  the  Gordian  knot  was  hard ! 
'Tis  mine :  and  this  will  witness  outwardly. 
As  strongly  as  the  conscience  does  within, 
To  the  madding  of  her  lord.    On  her  left  breast 
A  mole  cinque-spotted,  like  the  crimson  drops 
I'  the  bottom  of  a  cowslip :  Here's  a  voucher. 
Stronger  than  ever  law  could  make :  this  secret 
Will  force  him  think  I  have  pick'd  the  lock,  and  ta'en 
The  treasure  of  her  honour.    No  more. — To  what  cud  ? 
"Why  should  I  write  this  do^Ti,  that's  riveted, 
Screw'd  to  my  memory  !    She  hath  been  reading  late 
The  tale  of  Tereus ;  here  the  leaf 's  turn'd  do^^•n, 
Where  Philomel  gave  up  ; — I  have  enough  : 
To  the  trunk  again,  and  shut  the  spring  of  it. 
Swift,  swift,  you  dragons  of  the  night ! — that  dawning 
May  bare  the  raven's  eye :  I  lodge  in  fear ; 
Though  this  a  heavenly  angel,  hell  is  here.  [  CIocTc  striJces. 

One,  two,  three, — Time,  time  ! 

iGoes  info  the  trunk.     The  scene  closes. 

SCENE  III.     An  Antechamber  adjoining  IMOGEN'S 
Apartment. 

Enter  Cloten  and  LoEDS. 

1  Lord.  Tour  lordship  is  the  most  patient  man  in  loss,  the 
most  coldest  that  ever  turned  up  ace. 

Clo.  It  would  make  any  man  cold  to  lose. 

1  Lord.  But  not  every  man  patient,  after  the  noble  temper  of 
your  lordship  ;  You  are  most  hot,  and  furious,  when  yoti  win. 

Clo.^  "Winning  would  put  any  man  into  courage :  If  I  could 
get  this  foolish  Imogen,  I  should  have  gold  enough :  It's  almost 
morning  is't  not  ? 

1  Lord.  Day,  my  lord. 

Clo.  I  would  this  music  would  come :  I  am  advised  to  give  her 
music  o'  mornings ;  they  say,  it  v,i\\  penetrate. 

Enter  Musicians. 

Come  on;  tune:  If  you  can  penetrate  her  with  your  fingering, 
so  ;  we'll  try  with  tongue  too :  if  none  will  do,  let  her  remain ; 
but  I'll  never  give  o'er.  First,  a  very  excellent  good-conceited 
thing :  after  a  wonderful  sweet  air,  Avith  admirable  rich  words  to 
it, — and  then  let  her  consider. 
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Song. 
Sarh  !  Tiark  !  the  larlc  at  heaven's  gate  sings. 

And  Phcehu^  'gins  arise. 
His  steeds  to  water  at  those  springs 
On  chaliced*  flowers  that  lies ; 
And  winking  Mary-buds  f  begin 

To  ope  their  golden  eyes  ; 
With  everything  that  pretty  bin  : 
My  lady  siceet,  arise  ; 
Arise,  arise. 
So,  get  you  gone  :  If  this  penetrate,  I  will  consider  your  music 
the  better  :X  if  it  do  not,  it  is  a  vice  in  her  ears,  which  horse- 
hairs, and  cat-guts,  nor  the  voice  of  unpaved  eunuch  to  boot, 
can  never  amend.  \_Exeunt  MrsiciANS. 

Enter  Ctjibeline  and  QuEEN. 

2  Lord.  Here  comes  the  king. 

Clo.  I  aiji  glad  I  was  up  so  late ;  for  that's  the  reason  I  was 
up  so  early  :  He  cannot  choose  but  take  this  service  I  have  done, 
fatherly. — Good  morrow  to  your  majesty,  and  to  my  gracious 
mother. 

Cym.  Attend  you  here  the  door  of  our  stem  daughter  ? 
TTiil  she  not  forth  ? 

Clo.  I  have  assailed  her  with  music,  but  she  vouchsafes  no 
notice. 

Cym.  The  exile  of  her  minion  is  too  new ; 
She  hath  not  yet  forgot  him  :  some  more  time 
Must  wear  the  print  of  his  remembrance  out, 
And  then  she's  yours. 

Queen.  Ton  are  most  bound  to  the  king ; 
"WTio  let's  go  by  no  vantages,  that  may 
Prefer  you  to  his  daughter :  Frame  yourself 
To  orderly  solicits ;  and  be  friended 
With  aptness  of  the  season  :  §  make  denials, 
Increase  your  services  :  so  seem,  as  if 
You  were  inspired  to  do  those  duties  which 
Tou  tender  to  her ;  that  you  in  all  obey  her. 
Save  ^vhen  command  to  your  dismission  tends. 
And  therein  you  are  senseless. 

Clo.  Senseless  ?  Not  so. 

Enter  a  MESSENGER. 

Mess.  So  like  you,  Sir,  ambassadors  from  Rome ; 
The  one  is  Caius  Lucius. 

Cym.  A  worthy  fellow. 
Albeit  he  comes  on  angi-y  purpose  now ; 
But  that's  no  fault  of  his  :  AYe  must  receive  him 
According  to  the  honour  of  his  sender ; 
And  towards  liimself  his  goodness  forespent  on  us 
We  must  extend  our  notice.— Our  dear  son, 

*  Cupped.  t  Marj-golds.  J  Pay  you  more  for  it. 

i  With  solicitations  weU  timed. 
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TVhen  you  have  given  good  morning  to  your  mistress, 

Attend  the  queeu,  and  us ;  we  shall  have  need 

To  employ  you  towards  this  Roman. — Come,  our  qvieen. 

lExeunt  Ctmbeline,  Qceen,  Loeds,  and  Messexgehs. 

Clo.  If  she  be  up,  I'll  speak  with  her ;  if  not. 
Let  her  lie  still,  and  dream. — By  your  leave,  ho  I—         l^Kuocls. 
I  know  her  women  are  about  her ;  "What 
If  I  do  line  one  of  their  hands  ?  'Tis  gold 
"Which  buys  admittance ;  oft  it  doth  ;  yea,  and  makes 
Diana's  rangers  false  themselves,  yield  up 
Their  deer  to  the  stand  of  the  stealer ;  and  'tis  gold 
"Which  makes  the  true  man  kill'd,  and  saves  the  thief ; 
iSTay,  sometime,  hangs  both  thief  and  true  man :  ^A'hat 
Can  it  not  do,  and  undo  ?    I  will  make 
One  of  her  women  la^\-j-er  to  me ;  for 
I  yet  not  understand  the  case  myself. 

By  your  leave,  \_KnocTis. 

Enter  a  Lady. 

Lady.  "Who's  there,  that  knocks  ? 

Clo.  A  gentleman. 

Lady.  No  more  ? 

Clo.  Yes,  and  a  gentlewoman's  son. 

Lady.  That's  more 
Than  some,  whose  tailors  are  as  dear  as  yours. 
Can  justly  boast  of:  "Whafs  your  lordship's  pleasure  ? 

Clo.  Your  lady's  person  :  Is  she  ready  ? 

Lady.  Ay, 
To  keep  her  chamber. 

Clo.  There's  gold  for  you  ;  sell  mo  your  good  report. 

Lady.  How  !  my  good  name,  or  to  report  of  you 
"What  I  shall  think  is  good  ?— The  princess 

Bnier  lilOGEX. 

Clo.  Good-morrow,  fairest  sister  :  Your  sweet  hand. 

Inio.  Good-morrow,  Sir :  You  lay  out  too  much  pains 
For  purchasing  but  trouble :  the  thanks  I  give. 
Is  telling  you  that  I  am  poor  of  thanks, 
And  scarce  can  spare  them. 

Clo.  Still,  I  swear,  I  love  you. 

Lmo.  If  you  but  said  so,  'twere  as  deep  with  me  : 
If  you  swear  still,  your  recompense  is  still 
That  I  regard  it  not, 

Clo.  This  is  no  answer. 

Imo.  But  that  you  shall  not  say  I  yield,  being  silent, 
I  wovild  not  speak.    I  pray  you,  spare  me:  i'  faith, 
I  shall  inifold  equal  discourtesy    j 
To  your  best  kindness ;  one  of  your  great  knowing 
Should  learn,  being  taught,  forbearance. 

Clo.  To  leave  you  in  your  madness,  'twere  my  siu  : 
I  will  not. 

Imo.  Fools  are  not  mad  forks. 

Clo.  Do  you  call  me  fool .-' 

Imo.  As  I  am  mad,  I  do : 
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If  you'll  be  patient,  I'll  no  more  be  mad : 
That  cures  us  both.    I  am  much  sorry.  Sir, 
You  put  me  to  forget  a  lady's  manners, 
By  being  so  verbal :  *  and  learn  now,  for  all. 
That  I,  which  know  my  heart,  do  here  pronounce. 
By  the  very  truth  of  it,  I  care  not  for  you ; 
And  am  so  near  the  lack  of  charity 
(To  accuse  myself),  I  hate  you  :  which  I  had  rather 
You  felt  than  make't  my  boast. 

Clo.  Y'ou  sin  against 
Obedience,  which  you  owe  your  father.    For 
The  contract  you  pretend  with  that  ba.se  wretch 
(One,  bred  of  arms,  and  foster'd  with  cold  dishe-;, 
With  scraps  o'  the  court),  it  is  no  contract,  none ; 
And  though  it  be  allow'd  in  meaner  parties 
(Yet  who,  than  he,  more  mean  ?)  to  knit  their  souls 
(On  whom  there  is  no  more  dependency 
But  brats  and  beggary)  in  self-figured  knot ;  f 
Yet  you  are  curb'd  from  that  enlargement  by 
The  consequence  o'  the  crown ;  and  must  not  soil 
The  precious  note  of  it  with  a  base  slave, 
A  hilding  for  a  livery  X  a  squire's  cloth, 
A  pantler,  not  so  eminent. 

Imo.  Profane  fellow ! 
Wert  thou  the  son  of  Jupiter,  and  no  more. 
But  what  thou  art,  besides,  thou  wert  too  base 
To  be  his  gi'oom :  thou  wert  dignified  enough. 
Even  to  the  point  of  envy,  if  'twere  made 
Comparative  for  §  your  virtues,  to  be  styled 
The  under-hangman  of  his  kingdom  ;  and  hated 
For  being  preferr'd  so  well. 

Clo.  The  south  fog  rot  him  ! 

Imo.  He  never  can  meet  more  mischance,  than  come 
To  be  but  named  of  thee.    His  meanest  garment, 
That  ever  hath  but  clipp'd  his  body,  is  dearer 
In  my  respect,  than  all  the  hairs  above  thee. 
Were  they  all  made  such  men. — How  now,  Pisanio  ? 

Enter  PlSA>rio. 

Clo.  His  garment  ?  now  the  devil — 

Imo.  To  Dorothy  my  woman  hie  thee  presently : — 

Clo.  His  garment  ? 

Imo.  I  am  sprighted  '\  with  a  fool ; 
Frighted  and  anger'd  worse  :— Go,  bid  my  woniar. 
Search  for  a  jewel,  that  too  casually 
Hath  left  mine  arm ;  it  was  thy  master'.*,  'shrew  me. 
If  I  would  lose  it  for  a  revenue 
Of  any  king's  in  Europe.    I  do  think, 
I  saw't  this  morning  :  confident  I  am. 
Last  night  'twas  on  my  arm ;  I  kiss'd  it : 

♦Verbose.  t  In  knots  of  their  own  tying, 

t  A  low  feUow,  only  fit  to  wear  a  livery, 
i  /.  e.  adequate  to.  |   Haunted. 
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I  hope  it  be  not  gone  to  tell  my  lord 
That  I  kiss  aught  but  he. 

Fis.  'Twill  not  be  lost. 

Imo.  I  hope  so  :  go  and  search.  [^Exit  Pis. 

Clo.  You  have  abused  me : — 
His  meanest  garment  ? 

Imo.  Ay ;  I  said  so,  Sir. 
If  you  will  make't  an  action,  call  witness  to't. 

Clo.  I  will  inform  your  father. 

Imo.  Your  mother  too : 
She's  my  good  lady  ;  and  -vvill  conceive,  I  hope, 
But  the  worst  of  me.    So  I  leave  you.  Sir, 
To  the  worst  of  discontent.  \_Exit. 

Clo.  I'll  be  revenged : 
His  meanest  garment  ? — Well.  {_Exit. 

SCENE  IK— Borne.    An  Apartment  in  Philaeio's  Souse. 
Enter  PoSTHTJlItJS  and  Philaeio. 

Tost.  Fear  it  not,  Sir  ;  I  would,  I  were  so  sure 
To  win  the  king,  as  I  am  bold,  her  honour 
Will  remain  hers. 

PAJ.  What  means  do  you  make  to  him  ? 

Fosf.  Not  any,  but  abide  the  change  of  time ; 
Quake  in  the  present  winter's  state,  and  wish 
That  warmer  days  would  come  :  in  these  fear'd  hopes, 
I  barely  gratify  your  love ;  they  failing, 
I  must  die  much  your  debtor. 

Phi.  Your  verj-  goodness,  and  your  company, 
O'erpays  all  I  can  do.    By  this  your  king 
Hath  heard  of  great  Augustus :  Caius  Lucius 
Will  do  his  commission  throughly :  and,  I  think, 
He'll  grant  the  tribute,  send  the  arrearages, 
Or  look  upon  our  Eomans,  whose  remembrance 
Is  yet  fresh  in  their  grief. 

Post.  I  do  believe 
(Statist*  though  I  am  none,  nor  like  to  be). 
That  this  will  prove  a  Avar ;  and  you  shall  hear 
The  legions,  now  in  Gallia,  sooner  landed 
In  our  not-fearing  Britain,  than  have  tidings 
Of  any  penny  tribute  paid.     Our  countrymen 
Are  men  more  order'd,  than  when  Julius  Csesar 
Smiled  at  their  lack  of  skill,  but  found  their  courage 
Worthy  his  frowning  at :  Their  discipline 
(Now  mingled  with  their  courages)  will  make  kuo'mi 
To  their  approvers,  f  they  are  people,  such 
That  mend  ujjon  the  world. 

Enter  Iachimo. 
Thi.  See !  lachimo  ? 

Tost.  The  swiftest  harts  have  posted  you  by  land  : 
And  winds  of  all  the  corners  kiss'd  your  sails, 
To  make  your  vessel  nimble. 

*  Statesman.  t  To  tliose  wlio  try  them. 
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PJii.  "Welcome,  Sir. 

Post.  I  hope,  the  briefness  of  your  answer  made 
The  speediness  of  your  return. 

lach.  Your  lady 
Is  one  the  fairest  that  I  have  look'd  upon. 

Post.  And  therewithal,  the  best;  or  let  her  beauty 
Look  through  a  casement  to  allure  false  hearts, 
And  be  false  vi'iih.  them. 

lach.  Here  are  letters  for  you. 

Post.  Their  tenor  good,  I  trust. 

lach.  'Tis  very  like. 

Phi.  "Was  Caius  Lucius  in  the  Britain  court, 
"When  you  were  there  ? 

lach.  He  was  expected  then, 
But  not  approach'd. 

Post.  All  is  well  yet. — 
Sparkles  this  stone  as  it  was  wont  ?  or  is't  not 
Too  dull  for  your  good  wearing  ? 

lach.  If  I  have  lost  it, 
I  should  have  lost  the  worth  of  it  in  gold. 
I'll  make  a  journey  tmce  as  far  to  enjoy 
A  second  night  of  such  sweet  shortness,  which 
"V^^'as  mine  in  Britain ;  for  the  ring  is  won. 

Post.  The  stone 's  too  hard  to  come  by. 

lach.  Not  a  whit. 
Your  lady  being  so  easy. 

Post.  Make  not.  Sir, 
Your  loss  your  sport :  I  hope  you  know  that  we 
Must  not  continue  friends. 

lach.  Good  Sir,  we  must. 
If  you  keep  covenant :  Had  I  not  brought 
The  knowledge  of  your  mistress  home,  I  grant 
We  were  to  question  further :  but  I  now 
Profess  myself  the  winner  of  her  honour, 
Together  with  your  ring  ;  and  not  the  wronger 
Of  ner,  or  you,  having  proceeded  but 
By  both  your  wills. 

Post.  If  you  can  make 't  apparent 
That  you  have  tasted  her  in  bed,  my  hand 
And  ring  is  yours  :  If  not,  the  foul  opinion 
You  had  of  her  pure  honour,  gains  or  loses, 
1  our  sword,  or  mine  ;  or  masterless  leaves  both 
To  who  shall  find  them. 

lach.  Sir,  my  circumstances. 
Being  so  near  the  truth  as  I  will  make  them, 
]\Iust  first  induce  you  to  believe :  whose  strength 
I  will  confirm  with  oath  ;  which,  I  doubt  not, 
You'll  give  me  leave  to  spare,  when  you  shall  find 
iTou  need  it  not. 

Post.  Proceed. 

lach.  First,  her  bed-chamber 
("V\'liere,  I  confess,  I  slept  not;  but,  profess, 
Had  that  was  well  worth  watching),  It  was  hang'd 
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With  tapestry  of  silk  and  silver ;  the  story 
Proud  Cleopatra,  when  she  met  her  Roman, 
And  Cydnus  swell'd  above  the  banks,  or  for 
The  press  of  boats,  or  pride :  A  inece  of  work 
So  bravely  done,  so  rich,  that  it  did  strive 
In  workmanship  and  value ;  which  I  wonder'd, 
Could  be  so  rarely  and  exactly  wrought, 
Since  the  true  life  on't  was 

Post.  This  is  true ; 
And  this  you  might  have  heard  of  here,  by  mc, 
Or  by  some  other. 

lach.  Jlore  particulars 
Must  justify  my  knowledge. 

Post.  So  they  must, 
Or  do  your  honour  injury. 

lack.  The  chimney 
Is  south  the  chamber  ;  and  the  chimney-pieco, 
Chaste  Dian,  bathing  :  never  saw  I  ligures 
So  likely  to  report  themselves :  *  the  cutter 
Was  as  another  nature,  dumb;t  outwent  her, 
Motion  and  breath  left  out. 

Post.  This  is  a  thing, 
AYhich  you  might  from  relation  likewise  reap  ; 
Being,  as  it  is,  much  spoke  of. 

Inch.  The  roof  o'  the  cham])er 
With  golden  cherubiras  is  fretted :  Her  andirons 
<I  had  forgot  them)  were  two  winking  cujiids 
Of  silver,  each  on  one  foot  standing,  nicely 
Depending  on  their  brands.  X 

Post.  This  is  her  honour  ! 
Let  it  be  granted,  you  have  seen  all  this  (and  praise 
Be  given  to  your  remembrance),  the  description 
Of  what  is  in  her  chamber,  nothing  saves 
The  wager  you  have  laid. 

lack.  Then  if  you  can, 
Be  pale ;  I  beg  but  leave  to  air  this  jewel :  See  I — 

'i Pulling  out  the  hracdet. 
And  now,  'tis  up  again  :  it  must  be  married 
To  that  your  diamond ;  I'll  keep  them. 

Post.  Jove  !— 
Once  more  let  me  behold  it :  Is  it  that 
Which  I  left  ^^itll  her  ? 

lack.  Sir  (I  thank  her),  that : 
She  stripp'd  it  from  her  arm ;  I  see  her  yet ; 
Iler  pretty  action  did  outsell  her  gift. 
And  yet  enrich'd  it  too :  She  gave  it  me,  and  said, 
tShe  prized  it  once. 

Post.  May  be,  she  pluck'd  it  off. 
To  send  it  me. 

lacli.  She  writes  so  to  you  ?  doth  she  ? 

*  That  more  looked  as  thousjh  they  could  ^pcal:. 

+  Like  a,  dumb  nature ;  and  iiideed  in  all  bat  motion  and  sjKech  sur- 
j)assed  nature.  i  Torches. 
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Fast.  0,  uo,  no,  no ;  'Ws  true.    Here,  take  this  too ; 

[  Gives  the  rin<;. 
It  is  a  basilisk  unto  mine  ej^e. 
Kills  me  to  look  on't : — Let  there  be  no  honour, 
Where  there  is  beauty  ;  truth,  where  semblance ;  love 
Where  there's  another  man :  The  vows  of  women 
Of  no  more  bondage  be,  to  where  they  are  made. 
Than  they  are  to  their  virtues ;  which  is  nothing; — 
O,  above  measure,  false  ! 

Phi.  Have  patience.  Sir, 
And  take  your  ring  again  ;  'tis  not  ^^ct  won, 
It  may  be  probal)le,  she  lost  it ;  or, 
"Who  knows  if  one  of  her  women,  being  corrupted. 
Hath  stolen  it  from  her. 

Post.  Very  true ; 
And  so,  I  hope,  he  came  by't : — Back  my  ring  :— 
Eender  to  me  some  corporal  sign  about  her, 
More  evident  than  this,  for  this  was  stolen. 

lach.  By  Jupiter,  I  had  it  from  her  arm. 

Post.  Hark  you,  he  swears ;  by  Jupiter  he  swears. 
"Tis  true ; — nay,  keep  the  ring — 'tis  true  :  I  am  sure. 
She  would  not  lose  it :  her  attendants  are 
All  sworn  and  honourable : — They  induced  to  steal  it ! 
And  by  a  stranger  ?— No,  he  hath  enjoy'd  her : 
The  cognizance*  of  her  incontinency 
Is  this, — she  hath  bought  the  name  of  whore  thus  dearly. — 
There,  take  thy  hire  :  and  all  the  fiends  of  hell 
Divide  themselves  between  you  ! 

iVij.  Sir,  be  patient : 
This  is  not  strong  enough  to  be  believed 
Of  one  persuaded  well  of 

Post.  Never  talk  on't ; 
She  hath  been  colted  by  him. 

lach.  If  you  seek 
For  further  satisfying,  under  her  brea.st 
("Worthy  the  pressing)  lies  a  mole,  right  proud 
Of  that  most  delicate  lodging :  By  my  life, 
I  kiss'd  it ;  and  it  gave  me  present  hunger 
To  feed  again,  though  full.    You  do  rememlier 
This  stain  upon  her  P 

Post.  Ay,  and  it  doth  confirm 
Another  stain,  as  big  as  hell  can  hold, 
^^'c^e  there  no  more  but  it. 

lack.  "Will  you  hear  more  ? 

Post.  Spare  your  arithmetic  :  never  count  ihe  turns- 
Once,  and  a  million  ! 

Jack.  Ill  be  sworn, 

Post.  No  swearing. 
If  you  will  swear  you  have  not  done't,  you  lie; 
And  I  will  kill  thee,  if  thou  dost  deny 
Thou  hast  made  me  cuckold. 

lach.  I  will  deny  nothing. 

*  Badge,  token. 

VOL.  IV.  p 
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Post.  O,  that  I  had  her  here,  to  tear  her  Huib-meal ! 
I  will  go  there,  and  do't ;  i'  the  court ;  before 
Her  father : — I'll  do  something lExit. 

Fhi.  Quite  besides 
The  government  of  patience ! — You  have  won : 
Let's  follow  him,  and  pervert  *  the  present  wrath 
He  hath  against  himself. 

lach.  With  all  my  heart.  [^Exeunt. 

SCENJ3  V. — The  same.    Another  Room  in  the  same. 

Enter  PosTHtJMTJS. 

Post.  Is  there  no  way  for  men  to  be,  but  women 
Must  be  half  workers  ?  We  are  bastards  all ; 
And  that  most  venerable  man,  which  I 
Did  call  my  father,  was  I  know  not  where 
When  I  was  stamp'd ;  some  coiner  with  his  tools 
Made  me  a  counterfeit :  Yet  my  mother  seem'd 
The  Dian  of  that  time  :  so  doth  my  wife 
The  nonpareil  of  this. — O  vengeance,  vengeance ! 
Me  of  my  lawful  pleasure  she  restrain'd, 
And  pray'd  me,  oft,  forbearance :  did  it  with 
A  pudency  t  so  rosy,  the  sweet  view  on't 
Might  well  have  warm'd  old  Saturn ;  that  I  thought  her 
As  chaste  as  unsimn'd  snow : — O,  all  the  devils  ! — 
This  yellow  lachimo,  in  an  hour, — was 't  not  ?— 
Or  less, — at  first :  Perchance  he  spoke  not ;  but, 
Like  a  fuU-acorn'd  boar,  a  German  one. 
Cried,  oh !  and  mounted :  found  no  opposition 
But  what  he  look'd  for  shoivld  oppose,  and  she 
Should  from  encounter  guard.    Could  I  find  out 
The  woman's  part  in  me  !  For  there's  no  motion 
That  tends  to  vice  in  man,  but  I  affirm 
It  is  the  woman's  part :  ]3e  it  lying,  note  it, 
The  woman's ;  fiattering,  hers ;  deceiving,  hers ; 
Ambitions,  covetings,  change  of  prides,  disdain, 
Nice  longings,  slanders,  mutability. 
All  faults  that  may  be  named,  nay,  that  hell  knows. 
Why  hers  in  part,  or  all ;  but,  rather,  all ; 
For  even  to  vice 

They  are  not  constant,  but  are  changing  still 
One  vice,  but  of  a  minute  old,  for  one 
Not  half  so  old  as  that.    I'll  write  against  them, 
Detest  them,  curse  them : — Yet  'tis  greater  skill 
In  a  true  hate,  to  pray  they  have  their  will : 
The  very  devils  cannot  plague  them  better.  ^Exit. 

*  Avert.  t  Modesty. 
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ACT   III. 

SCI^NE  I.— Britain.    A  Moom  of  State  in  Cymbeline's 
Palace. 

Enter  Ctmbeline,  Queen,  Clotek,  and  Lords,  at  one  door ; 
and  at  another,  Caius  Ltjcius  and  Attendants. 

Cym.  Now  say,  what  would  Augustus  Csesar  with  us  ? 

Iaw.  When  JuHus  Csesar  (whose  remembrance  yet 
lives  in  men's  eyes  ;  and  will  to  ears,  and  tongues, 
Be  theme,  and  hearing  ever)  was  in  this  Britain, 
And  conquer'd  it,  Cassibelan,  thine  uncle 
(Famous  in  Csesar's  praises,  no  whit  less 
Than  in  his  feats  deserving  it),  for  him, 
And  his  succession,  granted  Eome  a  tribute. 
Yearly  three  thousand  pounds ;  which  by  thee,  lately 
Is  left  untender'd. 

Queen.  And,  to  kill  the  marvel. 
Shall  be  so  ever. 

Clo.  There  be  many  Coesars, 
Ere  such  another  Julius.    Britain  is 
A  world  by  itself ;  and  we  will  nothing  pay, 
For  wearin"  our  own  noses. 

Queen.  Tliat  opportunity, 
Which  then  they  had  to  take  from  us,  to  resume 
"We  have  again. — llemember.  Sir,  my  liege, 
The  kings  your  ancestors  ;  together  with 
The  natural  bravery  of  your  isle ;  which  stands 
As  iSTeptune's  park,  ribbed  and  paled  in 
With  rocks  uuscaleable,  and  roaring  waters ; 
With  sands,  that  will  not  bear  your  enemies'  boats. 
But  suck  them  up  to  the  top-mast.    A  kind  of  conquest 
Csesar  made  here ;  but  made  not  here  his  brag 
Of,  came,  and  saw,  and  overcalhe :  with  shame 
(The  first  that  ever  touch'd  him),  he  was  carried 
From  off  our  coast,  twice  beaten  ;  and  his  shipping, 
(Poor  ignorant  baubles  !)  on  our  terrible  seas, 
Like  egg-shells  moved  upon  their  surges,  crack'd 
As  easily  'gainst  our  rocks :  for  joy  whereof. 
The  famed  Cassibelan,  who  was  once  at  point 
(O  giglot*  fortune  I)  to  master  Cajsar's  sword. 
Made  Lud's  town  with  rejoicing  fires  bright. 
And  Britons  strut  with  courage. 

Clo.  Come,  there's  no  more  tribute  to  be  paid :  Our  kingdom 
is  stronger  than  it  was  at  that  time;  and,  as  I  said,  there  is  ii<i 
more  such  Ctesars :  other  of  them  may  have  crooked  noses ;  but, 
to  owe  such  straight  arms,  none. 
Cym.  Son,  let  your  mother  end. 

Clo.  We  have  yet  many  among  us  can  gripe  as  hard  as  Cassi- 
belan :  I  do  not  say,  I  am  one ;  but  I  have  a  hand.— AYhv  tributt-  ? 
why  should  we  pay  tribute  ?    If  Ctesar  can  hide  the  sun  from  us 
*  Stnimpet. 
P  2 
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uith  a  blanket,  or  put  the  moon  iu  his  pocket,  we  will  i)ay  Lini 
tribute  for  light ;  else,  Sir,  no  more  tribute,  pray  you,  r.ow. 

Cym.  You  must  know. 
Till  the  injurious  llonians  did  extort 
This  tribute  from  us,  \\q  were  free ;  Caesar's  amliition 
(Which  swcll'd  so  much,  that  it  did  almost  stretch 
The  sides  o'  the  world),  against  all  colour,  *  liere 
Did  put  the  yoke  upon  us ;  which  to  shake  olf, 
Becomes  a  warlike  iJeople,  whom  we  reckon 
Ourselves  to  be.     We  do  say  then  to  C?esar, 
Our  ancestor  ^\  as  that  IMulmutius,  which 
Ordain'd  our  laws  (whose  use  the  sword  of  Cresar 
Hath  too  much  mangled ;  whose  repair  and  franchise, 
Shall,  by  the  power  we  hold,  be  our  good  deed. 
Though  Rome  be  therefore  angry) ;  Mulmutius, 
Who  was  the  first  of  Britain,  which  did  put 
His  brows  within  a  golden  crown,  and  call'd 
Himself  a  king. 

Lnc.  I  am  sorry,  Cymbeline, 
That  I  am  to  pronounce  Augustus  Ca>sar 
(CiEsar,  that  hath  more  kings  his  servants,  than 
Thyself  domestic  oflicers),  thine  enemy  : 
Receive  it  kova.  me,  then  : — War,  and  confusion. 
In  Cajsar's  name  pronounce  I  "gainst  thee :  look 
For  fury  not  to  be  resisted : — Thus  defied, 
I  thank  thee  for  myself. 

Cym.  Thou  art  ^^■elcome,  Caius. 
Thy  Cscsar  knighted  me ;  my  youth  I  spent 
Much  under  him ;  of  him  I  gather'd  honour ; 
Which  he,  to  seek  of  me  again,  perforce. 
Behoves  me  keep  at  utterance  ;  1 1  am  perfect,  + 
That  the  Pannonians  and  Dalmatians,  for 
Their  liberties,  are  now  in  arms  :  a  precedent 
Which,  not  to  read,  would  show  the  Britons  cold : 
So  Ctesar  shall  not  find  them. 

Ltic.  Let  proof  speak. 

Clo.  His  majesty  bids  you  welcome.  Make  pastime  with  iis  a 
day  or  two  longer:  If  you  seek  us  afterwards  in  other  terms, 
you  shall  find  us  in  our  salt-water  girdle :  if  you  beat  us  out  of 
it,  it  is  yours ;  if  you  fall  in  the  adventure,  our  crows  shall  fare 
the  better  for  you;  and  there's  an  end. 

J/uc.  So,  Sir. 

Cym.  I  know  your  master's  pleasure,  and  he  mine : 
All  the  I'emain  is,  welcome.  IJE.veinif. 

SCJ^NU  II. — Another  Hoom  in  ilie  same. 

ILnier  PiSAXIO. 

lis.  How  !  of  adultery  ?  Avhcrefore  -write  you  not 
What  monster's  her  accuser  P — Leonatiis  ! 
O,  master  !  what  a  strange  infection 
Is  fallen  into  thy  ear  !  What  lalse  Itiiliun 

*  Prctciice.  t  At  extremity  of  Ueliaiice.  %  Well-informed. 
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(As  poisonous  tongue'd,  as  Landed)  hath  previiii  o 

On  thy  too  ready  hearing  ? — Disloyal  ?  No  : 

She's  punish'd  for  her  truth ;  and  undergoes, 

More  goddess-like  than  wife-like,  such  assaults 

As  would  take  in  *  some  virtue. — O,  my  master  ! 

Thy  mind  to  her  t  is  now  as  low,  as  were 

Thy  fortunes. — How  !  that  I  should  murder  her  ? 

Upon  the  love,  and  truth,  and  vows,  which  I 

Have  made  to  thy  command  ? — I,  her  ? — her  blood  ? 

If  it  be  so  to  do  good  service,  never 

Let  me  be  counted  serviceable.    How  look  I, 

That  I  should  seem  to  lack  humanity. 

So  much  as  this  fact  comes  to  ?    Do't :  the  letter  \lieadiii<j. 

That  I  have  sent  her  hy  her  oion  command 

Shall  give  thee  opportunity  : — O  damn'd  paper  ! 

Black  as  the  ink  that's  on  thee  !    Senseless  bauble. 

Art  thou  a  feodary  J  for  this  act,  and  look'st 

So  virgin-like  without  ?  Lo,  here  she  comes. 

Unter  IlIOGEX. 
I  am  ignorant  in  what  I  am  commanded.  § 

Imo.  How  now,  Pisanio  ? 

Pm.  Madam,  here  is  a  letter  from  my  lord. 

Imo.  "Who  ?  thy  lord  ?  that  is  my  lord  ?  Leonatus  ? 
0  learn'd  indeed  Mere  that  astronomer. 
That  knew  the  stars,  as  I  his  characters ; 
He'd  lay  the  future  open. — You,  good  gods, 
Let  what  is  here  contain'd  relish  of  love. 
Of  my  lord's  health,  of  his  content, — yet  not. 
That  we  two  are  asunder,  lot  that  grieve  him — 
(Some  griefs  are  med'cinable  ;  tliatis  one  of  them. 
For  it  doth  physic  love  ) — of  his  content, 
AH  but  in  that  — Good  wax,  thy  leave :— Bless'd  be, 
You  bees,  that  make  these  locks  of  counsel !  Lovers, 
And  men  in  dangerous  bonds  pray  not  alike ; 
Though  forfeiters  you  cast  in  prison,  yet 
You  clasp  young  Cupid's  tables. — Good  news,  gods  I  [Heads. 

Justice,  and  your  father's  wrath,  should  he  take  me  in  liis 
dominion,  could  not  he  so  cruel  tome,  as  you,  O  the  dearest  of 
creatures,  would  not  even  renew  me  with  your  ej/es.  Take  notice, 
that  I  am  in  Cambria,  at  Mi/ford  Haven.  JiOiat  your  own  love 
will,  out  of  this,  advise  you,  folloiv.  So,  he  vnshes  you  all  hap- 
piness, that  remains  loyal  to  his  voir,  and  your,  increasing  in 
love,  Leonatus  Posrnuiirs. 

O  for  a  horse  with  wings  ! — Hear'st  thou,  Pisanio  ? 

He  is  at  Milford  Haven :  Bead,  and  tell  mo 

How  far  'tis  thither.    If  one  of  mean  affairs 

May  plod  it  in  a  week,  whv  may  not  I 

Glide  thither  in  a  day  ?— Then,  true  Pisanio 

( u  ho  long'st  like  me,  to  see  thy  lord ;  who  long'st,  — 


*  Conquer. 
t  Confederate. 


t  As  compared  with  hers^. 
i   I.  c.  unskilled  in  murder. 


214  CYMBELIKE.  [ACT  III. 

O,  let  me  'bate, — but  not  like  me :— yet  long'st,— 
But  in  a  fainter  kind : — O,  not  like  me  ; 
For  mine's  beyond  beyond),  say,  and  speak  thick* 
(Love's  counsellor  should  fill  the  bores  of  hearing, 
To  the  smothering  of  the  sense),  how  far  it  is 
To  this  same  blessed  Milford :  And,  by  the  way, 
Tell  me  how  Wales  was  made  so  happy,  as 
To  inherit  such  a  haven  :  But  first  of  all. 
How  we  may  steal  from  hence  ;  and,  for  the  gap 
That  we  shall  make  in  tnne,  from  our  hence-gomg. 
And  our  return,  to  excuse  : — but  first,  how  get  hence : 
Why  should  excuse  be  born  or  e'er  begot  ?  t 
We'll  talk  of  that  hereafter.    Pr'ythee,  speak. 
How  many  score  of  miles  may  we  well  ride 
'Ti^ixt  hour  and  hour  ? 

Pis.  One  score,  'twixt  sun  and  sun, 
Madam, 's  enough  for  you ;  and  too  much  too. 

Imo.  Why,  one  that  rode  to  his  execution,  man, 
Could  never  go  so  slow :  I  have  heard  of  riding  wagers. 
Where  horses  have  been  nimbler  than  the  sands 

That  run  i'  the  clock's  behalf: But  this  is  foolery  : — 

Go,  bid  my  woman  feign  a  sickness ;  say. 

She'll  home  to  her  father :  and  provide  me,  presently, 

A  riding  suit ;  no  costlier  than  would  fit 

A  franklin's  X  housewife. 

Fis.  Madam,  you're  best  consider. 

Imo.  I  see  before  me,  man,  nor  here,  nor  here, 
Nor  what  ensues ;  but  have  a  fog  in  them, 
That  I  cannot  look  through.    Away,  I  pr'ythee ; 
Do  as  I  bid  thee  :  There's  no  more  to  say ; 
Accessible  is  none  but  Milford  way.  \_Exermt. 

SCJSNE  III. —  Wales.    A  mountainous  Counlty,  with  a  Care. 

Enter  Belaeius,  Guiderius,  and  Arvieagus. 
Bel.  A  goodly  day  not  to  keep  house,  Avith  such 
Whose  roof 's  as  low  as  ours  !    Stoop,  boys :  This  gate 
Instructs  you  how  to  adore  the  heavens ;  and  bows  you 
To  morning's  holy  ofl^ce :  The  gates  of  monarchs 
Are  arch'd  so  high,  that  giants  may  jet§  through 
And  keep  their  impious  turbans  on,  without 
Good  morrow  to  the  sun. — Hail,  thou  fair  heaven  ! 
We  house  i'  the  rock,  yet  use  thee  not  so  hardly 
As  prouder  livers  do. 
Oui.  Hail,  heaven  ! 
Arv.  Hail,  heaven  ! 

Bel.  Now,  for  our  mountain  sport.  Up  to  yon  hill, 
Your  legs  are  young ;  I'll  tread  these  fiats.    Consider, 
When  you  above  perceive  me  like  a  crow. 
That  it  is  place  which  lessens,  and  sets  off. 
And  you  may  then  revolve  what  tales  I  have  told  you, 
*  One  word  on  another. 

t  Why  invent  an  excuse  before  its  occasion  has  arisen. 
%  A  treehoider.  ^  Strut. 
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Of  courts,  of  princes,  of  the  tricks  in  war : 

This  service  is  not  service,  so  being  done, 

•  But  being  so  allow'd  :  To  apprehend  thus 

Draws  us  a  profit  from  all  things  we  see : 

And  often,  to  our  comfort,  shall  we  find 

The  sharded*  beetle  in  a  safer  hold 

Than  is  the  full-wing'd  eagle.    O,  this  life 

Is  nobler,  than  attending  for  a  check ;  t 

Eicher,  than  doing  nothing  for  a  babe ;  X 

Prouder,  than  rustling  in  unpaid-for  silk : 

Such  gain  the  cap  of  him  that  makes  them  line, 

Yet  keeps  his  book  uncross'd :  no  life  to  ours.  § 

Gui.  Out  of  your  proof  you  speak  :  we,  poor  unfledged. 

Have  never  wing'd  from  view  o'  the  nest ;  nor  know  not 

What  air  's  from  home.  Haply,  this  life  is  best, 

If  quiet  life  be  l^est ;  sweeter  to  you. 

That  have  a  sharper  known  ;  well  corresponding 

With  your  stiff  age ;  but,  unto  us,  it  is 

A  cell  of  ignorance;  travelling  abed ; 

A  prison  for  a  debtor,  that  not  dares 

To  stride  a  limit.  || 
Arv.  What  should  we  speak  of, 

When  we  are  old  as  you  ?  when  we  shall  hear 

The  rain  and  wind  beat  dark  December,  how. 

In  this  our  pinching  cave,  shall  we  discourse 

The  freezing  hours  away  ?    AVe  have  seen  nothing : 

We  are  beastly  ;  subtle  as  the  fox,  for  prey ; 

Like  warlike  as  the  wolf,  for  what  we  eat : 

Our  valour  is,  to  chase  ■what  flies ;  our  cage 

We  make  a  quire,  as  doth  the  prison  bir i, 

And  sing  our  bondage  freely. 
JBel.  How  you  speak ! 

Did  you  but  know  the  city's  usuries. 

And  felt  them  knowingly :  the  art  o'  the  court. 

As  hard  to  leave,  as  keep ;  whose  top  to  climb 

Is  certain  falling,  or  so  slippery,  that 

The  fear  's  as  bad  as  falling  :  the  toil  of  the  war, 

A  pain  that  only  seems  to  seek  out  danger 

I'  the  name  of  fame,  and  honour ;  which  dies  i'  the  search ; 

And  hath  as  oft  a  slanderous  epitaph. 

As  record  of  fair  act ;  nay,  many  times, 

Doth  ill  deserve  by  doing  well ;  what's  worse, 

Must  court'sey  at  the  censure : — O,  boys,  this  story 

The  world  may  read  in  me :  My  body  's  mark'd 

With  Roman  swords  :  and  my  report  was  once 

First  with  the  best  of  note ;  Cymbeline  loved  me ; 

And  when  a  soldier  was  the  theme,  my  name 

Was  not  far  off:  Then  was  I  as  a  tree. 

Whose  boughs  did  bend  with  fruit :  but  in  one  night, 

A  storm,  or  robbery,  call  it  what  you  will, 

*  Scaly-winged.  t  /.  e.  a  command  at  court- 

t  I.  e.  having  charge  of  a  ward.  ^  I.  e.  compared  with  ours- 

I   Overpass  his  bound. 
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Shook  down  my  mellow  hangings,  nay,  my  leaves. 
And  left  me  bare  to  weather. 

Gut.  T7ncertain  favour ! 

Bel.  My  fault  being  nothing  (as  I  have  told  you  oft  i, 
But  that  two  villains,  whose  false  oaths  provail'd 
Before  my  perfect  honour,  swore  to  Cymbeline, 
I  was  confederate  with  the  Eomans :  so, 
roUow'd  my  banishment ;  and  this  twenty  years. 
This  rock,  and  these  demesnes,  have  been  my  woild  : 
^A4iere  1  have  lived  at  honest  freedom ;  paid 
More  pious  debts  to  heaven,  than  in  all 
The  fore-end  of  my  time. — But,  up  to  the  mountains ; 
This  is  not  hunter's  language: — He  that  strikes 
The  venison  first,  shall  be  tlie  lord  o"  the  feast ; 
To  him  the  other  two  shall  minister ; 
And  we  will  fear  no  poison,  which  attends 
In  place  of  greater  state.    I"il  meet  you  in  the  valleys. 

[J^xeimf  GuiDERlUS  and  Akviragus. 
How  hard  it  is  to  hide  the  s])arks  of  nature  ! 
These  boys  know  little  they  are  sons  to  the  king  ; 
Nor  Cymbeline  dreams  that  they  are  alive. 
They  think  they  are  mine  :  and,  though  train'd  up  thus  meanly 
I'  the  cave,  wherein  they  bow,  their  thoughts  do  hit 
The  roofs  of  palaces  ;  and  nature  prompts  them. 
In  simple  and  low  things  to  prince  it,  much 
Beyond  the  trick  of  others.    This  Bolydore, — 
The  heir  of  Cymbeline  and  Britain,  whom 
The  king  his  father  call'd  Guiderius, — Jove  ! 
"When  on  my  three-foot  stool  I  sit,  and  tell 
The  warlike  feats  I  have  done,  his  spirits  fly  out 
Into  my  story  :  say,— T/tt(s  mine  enem;ifell ; 
And  thus  I  set  my  foot  on  his  neck ;  even  then 
The  princely  blood  flows  in  his  cheek,  he  sweats, 
Strains  his  young  nerve.s,  and  puts  himself  in  posture 
That  acts  niy  words.    The  younger  brother  Cadurtl 
(Once  Arviragus),  in  a.s  like  a  figure. 
Strikes  life  into  my  speech,  and  shows  rnuch  more 
His  own  conceiving.    Hark  1  the  game  is  roused  I — 
(),  C.vmbeline  !  heaven,  and  my  conscience,  kno^^s, 
Thou  didst  unjustly  banish  me:  whereon 
At  three  and  two  years  old,  I  st<jle  these  babes; 
Thinking  to  bar  thee  of  succession,  as 
Thou  reft'st  me  of  my  lands.    Euriphile, 
Thou  wast  their  niu-se;  they  took  thee  for  their  moib.or, 
And  every  day  do  honour  to  her  grave : 
Myself,  15elarius,  that  am  Morgan  calFd, 
Tliey  take  for  natural  father.    The  game  is  up.  'E-'-'it. 

SCEXE  IT'.—Xear  Milf.rrd  llavcn. 

Enter  Pls.vXTO  and  I.mogkx. 

Imo.  Thou  told'st  me,  when  we  came  from  liors:,  the  place 
"Was  near  at  hand :  Ne'er  long'd  my  mother  so 
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To  see  me  first,  as  I  have  now  : — Pisanio  !  Man  ! 

AVhere  is  Posthumus  ?    "What  is  in  thy  mind. 

That  makes  thee  stare  thus  ?    "Wherefore  breaks  that  sigh 

From  the  inward  of  thee  ?    One,  but  painted  thus, 

"Would  be  interpreted  a  thing  perplex'd 

Beyond  self-explication :  Put  thyself 

Into  a  'haviour*  of  less  fear,  ere  wildness 

Vanquish  my  staider  senses.    What's  the  matter? 

"Why  tender'st  thou  that  paper  to  me,  ^vith 

A  look  untender  ?    If  it  be  summer  news, 

Smile  to't  before :  if  winterly,  thou  need'st 

But  keep  that  countenance  still. — My  hu.sband's  hand ! 

That  drug-damn'd  Italy  hath  out-craftied  him. 

And  he's  at  some  hard  point. — Speak,  man  ;  thy  tongue 

May  take  off  some  extremity,  which  to  read 

"Would  be  even  mortal  to  me. 

Fis.  Please  you,  read ; 
And  you  shall  find  me,  wretched  man,  a  thing 
The  most  disdain'd  of  fortune. 

Imo.  [reads].  7%y  mistress,  Pisanio,  hath  'played  the  strumpef 
ill  my  bed;  the  testimonies  ivhereof  lie.bleedin;;  in  me.  I  speaJc 
not  out  of  weak  surmises ;  from  proof  as  strong  as  my  grief,  and 
as  certain  as  I  expect  my  revenge.  That  x>art,  thou,  Pisanio,  must 
act  for  me,  if  thy  faith  he  not  tainted  with  the  breach  of  Iters. 
Let  thine  own  hands  take  away  her  life :  I  shall  give  thee  oppor- 
tunities at  Milford  Haven  :  she  hath  my  letter  for  the  purpose  : 
Where,  if  thou  fear  to  strike,  and  to  make  me  certain  it  is  done, 
thou  art  the  pander  to  her  dishonour,  and  equally  to  me  disloyal. 

Pis.  "What  shall  I  need  to  draw  my  sword  ?  the  paper 
Hath  cut  her  throat  already. — No,  'tis  slander ; 
"Whose  edge  is  sharper  than  the  sword;  whose  tongue 
Outvenoms  all  the  worms  of  Nile  ;  whose  breath 
Eides  on  the  posting  winds,  and  doth  belie 
AH  corners  of  the  world :  kings,  queens,  and  stales, 
Maids,  matrons,  nay,  the  secrets  of  the  grave 
This  viperous  slander  enters. — "What  cheer,  madam  ? 

Lno.  Palse  to  his  bed !     "What  is  it,  to  be  false  ? 
To  lie  in  watch  there,  and  to  think  on  him  ? 
To  weep  'twixt  clock  and  clock  ?  If  sleep  charge  nature, 
To  break  it  with  a  fearful  dream  of  him. 
And  cry  myself  awake  ?  that's  false  to  his  bed  ? 
Is  it  ? 

Pis.  Alas,  good  lady  ! 

Imo.  I  false?     Thy  conscience  witness  : — laclunio. 
Thou  didst  accuse  him  of  incontinency ; 
Thou  then  look'dst  like  a  villain ;  now,  methinks 
Thy  favour 's  good  enough. — Some  jay  of  Italy, 
"Whose  mother  was  her  painting,+  hath  betrayed  him : 
Poor  I  am  stale,  a  garment  ovit  of  fashion  ; 
And,  for  I  am  richer  than  to  hang  by  the  ^v•aUs,I 
I  must  be  ripp'd :— to  pieces  with  me  !— O, 

*  For  behaviour.  f  I-  e.  whose  beauty  was  created  by  artifice. 

t  I.  e.  than  to  be  liung  up  in  a  cupboard  out  of  the  way. 
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Men's  vows  are  women's  traitors !    All  good  seeminfr, 
By  thy  revolt,  0  husband,  shall  be  thought 
Put  on  for  villany  ;  not  bom,  where't  grows ; 
But  worn,  a  bait  for  ladies. 

I'is.  Good  madam,  hear  me. 

lino.  True  honest  men  being  heard,  like  false  iEnea^, 
AYere,  in  his  time,  thought  false :  and  Siuou's  weeping 
Did  scandal  many  a  holy  tear ;  took  pity 
From  most  true  wretchedness  :  So,  thou,  Posthumus, 
"Wilt  lay  the  leaven  on  all  proper  men ; 
Goodly  and  gallant,  shall  be  false  and  perjured. 
Prom  thy  great  fail. — Come,  fellow,  be  thou  honest : 
Do  thou  thy  master's  bidding :  when  thou  see'st  him, 
A  little  witness  my  obedience :  Look  ! 
I  draw  the  sword  myself:  take  it ;  and  hit 
The  innocent  mansion  of  my  love,  my  heart : 
Fear  not ;  'tis  empty  of  all  things  but  grief : 
Thy  master  is  not  there  ;  who  was,  indeed, 
The  riches  of  it :  Do  his  bidding ;  strike. 
Thou  mayst  be  valiant  in  a  better  cause ; 
But  now  thou  seem'st  a  coward. 

Fis.  Hence,  vile  instrument ! 
Thou  shalt  not  damn  my  hand. 

Inio.  Why,  I  must  die ; 
And  if  I  do  not  by  thy  hand,  thou  art 
No  servant  of  thy  master's :  Against  self-slaughtei 
There  is  a  prohibition  so  divine. 

That  cravens*  my  \veak  hand.    Come,  here's  my  heart ; 
Something's  afore't : — Soft,  soft ;  we'll  no  defence ; 
Obedient  as  the  scabbard. — '\A'hat  is  here  ? 
The  scriptures  f  of  the  loyal  Leonatus, 
All  turn'd  to  heresy  ?    Away,  away. 
Corrupters  of  my  faith !  you  shall  no  more 
Be  stomachers  to  my  heart !     Thus  may  poor  fools 
Believe  false  teachers :  Though  those  that  are  betray'd 
Do  feel  the  treason  sharply,  yet  the  traitor 
Stands  in  worse  case  of  woe. 
And  thou,  Posthumus,  thou  that  didst  set  up 
My  disobedience  'gainst  the  king  my  father. 
And  make  me  put  into  contemi)t  the  suits 
Of  princely  fellows,  shalt  liereafter  find 
It  is  no  act  of  common  passage,  but 
A  strain  of  rareness  :  and  I  grieve  myself, 
To  think,  when  thou  shalt  be  disedged  by  her 
That  now  thou  tir'stj  on,  how  thy  memory 
"Will  then  be  pang'd  by  me. — Pr'ythee,  despatch : 
The  lamb  entreats  the'butcher:  AVhere's  thy  knife  ? 
Thou  art  too  slow  to  do  thy  master's  bidding, 
"When  I  desire  it  too. 

Pis.  O  gracious  lady, 
Since  I  received  command  to  do  this  business, 
I  have  not  slept  one  wink. 

*  Makes  a  cowar'.l  of.  f  The  writings.  t  Pcckest. 
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Imo.  Do"t,  and  to  bed  then. 

Fis.  I'll  wake  mine  eyeballs  blind  first. 

Imo.  "\^'he^efo^e  then 
Didst  undertake  it  ?    Why  hast  thou  abused 
So  many  miles  ^"ith  a  pretence  ?  this  place  ? 
Mine  action  and  thine  own  ?  our  horses'  labour  ? 
The  time  in\-iting  thee  ?  the  perturb'd  court, 
For  my  being  absent :  whereunto  I  never 
Purpose  return  ?  Why  hast  thou  gone  so  far, 
To  be  unbent,  when  thou  hast  ta'en  thy  stand, 
The  elected  deer  before  thee  ? 

Fi^.  But  to  win  time 
To  lose  so  bad  employment :  in  the  which 
I  have  consider'd  of  a  course.   Good  lady, 
Hear  me  with  patience. 

Imo.  Talk  thy  tongue  weary ;  speak : 
I  have  heard,  I  am  a  strumpet ;  and  mine  ear, 
Therein  false  struck,  can  take  no  greater  wound. 
Nor  tent  to  bottom  that.    But  speak. 

Fis.  Then,  madam, 
I  thought  you  would  not  back  again. 

Imo.  Most  like ; 
Bringing  me  here  to  kill  me. 

Fis.  ]S  ot  so,  neither : 
But  if  I  were  as  ■nise  as  honest,  then 
My  purpose  would  prove  well.    It  cannot  be, 
But  that  my  master  is  abused  : 
Some  villain,  ay,  and  singular  in  his  art, 
Hath  done  you  both  this  cursed  injury. 

Imo.  Some  Eoman  coui'tezan. 

Fis.  No,  on  my  life. 
I'll  give  but  notice  you  are  dead,  and  send  him 
Some  bloody  sign  of  it ;  for  'tis  commanded 
I  should  do  so  :  You  shall  be  miss'd  at  court. 
And  that  will  well  confirm  it. 

Imo.  Whv,  good  fellow. 
What  shall  I  do  the  while  ?  Where  bide  ?  How  live  ? 
Or  in  my  life  what  comfort,  when  I  am 
Dead  to  my  husband  ? 

Fis.  If  you'll  back  to  the  court, — 

Imo.  No  court,  no  father ;  nor  no  more  ado 
With  that  harsh,  noble,  simple  nothing : 
That  Cloten,  whose  love-suit  hath  been  to  me 
As  fearful  as  a  siege. 

Fis.  If  not  at  court. 
Then  not  in  Britain  must  you  bide. 

Imo.  Where  then  ? 
Hath  Britain  all  the  sun  that  shines  ?  Day,  night. 
Are  they  not  but  in  Britain  ?    I'  the  world's  volume 
Our  Britain  seems  as  of  it,  but  not  in  it ; 
In  a  great  pool,  a  swan's  nest;  Pr'ythee,  think 
There's  livers  out  of  Britain. 

Fis,  I  am  most  glad 
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You  think  of  otlier  place.    The  ambasscador, 
Lucius,  tlie  Eoman,  comes  to  Milford  Haven 
To-morrow  :  Now,  if  you  could  wear  a  mind 
Dark  as  your  fortune  is ;  and  but  disguise 
That,  which,  to  appear  itself,  must  not  yet  be, 
But  by  self-danger ;  you  should  tread  a  (iourso 
Pretty ;  and  full  of  view  :  yea,  haply,  near 
The  residence  of  Posthumus  :  so  nigh,  at  least, 
That  though  his  actions  were  not  visible,  yet 
lleport  should  render  him  hourly  to  your  enr 
As  truly  as  he  moves. 

Imo.  O,  for  such  means  ! 
Though  peril  to  my  modesty,  not  death  on"t, 
I  would  adventure. 

Pis.  Well  then,  here's  the  point : 
You  must  forget  to  be  a  woman  ;  change 
Command  into  obedience ;  fear  and  niceness 
(The  handmaids  of  all  women,  or,  more  truly, 
"Woman,  its  pretty  self),  to  a  waggish  courage ; 
Ready  in  gibes,  quick-answer'd,  saucy,  and 
As  quarrellous  as  the  weasel :  nay,  you  must 
Porget  that  rarest  treasure  of  your  check, 
Exposing  it  (but,  O,  the  harder  heart ! 
Alack  no  remedy  !)  to  the  greedy  touch 
Of  common-kissing  Titan  ;  *  and  forget 
Your  laboursome  and  dainty  trims,  wherein 
You  made  great  Juno  angry. 

Imo.  Nay,  be  brief: 
I  see  into  thy  end,  and  am  almost 
A  man  already. 

Pis.  Pirst,  make  yourself  but  like  one. 
Pore-thinking  this,  I  have  already  fit 
('Tis  in  my  cloak-bag),  doublet,  hat,  hose,  all 
That  answer  to  them :  AVould  you,  in  their  serving, 
And  with  what  imitation  you  can  borrow 
Prom  youth  of  such  a  season,  'fore  noble  Lucius 
Present  yourself,  desire  his  service,  tell  him 
Wherein  you  are  happy  t  (\^'hich  you'll  make  him  know, 
If  that  his  head  have  car  in  music),  doubtless. 
With  joy  he  will  embrace  you  ;  for  he's  honourable, 
And,  doubling  that,  most  holy.    Your  means  abroad 
You  have  me,  J  rich ;  and  I  will  never  fail 
Beginning  nor  supplyment. 

Imo.  Thou  art  all  the  comfort 
The  gods  will  diet  me  with.    Pr'ythee,  away  : 
There's  more  to  be  consider'd  ;  but  we'll  even 
All  that  good  time  will  give  us  :  This  attempt 
I'm  soldier  to,  §  and  will  abide  it  with 
A  prince's  courage.    Away,  I  pr'ythee. 

Pis.  ~SXq\\,  madam,  we  must  take  a  short  farewell : 
Lest,  being  miss'd,  I  be  suspected  of 

*  The  sun.  t  /.  e.  accomplished. 

t  As  for  your  subsistence  abroad,  you  may  rely  on  mc.  j  Equal  to. 
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Your  carriage  from  the  court.    My  noble  mistresp. 
Here  is  a  box ;  I  had  it  from  the  queen  ; 
What's  in't  is  precious ;  if  you  are  sick  at  sea. 
Or  stomach-qualm'd  at  land,  a  dram  of  this 
Will  drive  away  distemper. — To  some  shade, 
And  fit  you  to  your  manhood : — May  the  gods 
Direct  you  to  the  best ! 
IiHO.  Amen  :  I  thank  thee.  {^Exeunt. 

SCENE  v.— A  Room  in  Cymbeline's  Palace. 

Enter  Cymbelixe,  Qceex,  Clotex,  LtJCirs,  and  LoBDS. 

Ct/m.  Thus  far,  and  so  farewell. 

Ltic.  Thanks,  royal  Sir. 
^ly  emperor  hath  wrote ;  I  must  from  hence ; 
And  am  right  sorry,  that  I  must  report  ye 
My  master's  enemy. 

Ci/m.  Our  subjects,  Sir, 
Will  not  endure  his  yoke  ;  and  for  ourself 
To  show  less  sovereignty  than  they,  must  needs 
Appear  unkinglike. 

Zuc.  So,  Sir,  I  desire  of  you 
A  conduct  over  land,  to  Milford  Haven. — 
Madam,  all  joy  befall  your  grace,  and  you  ! 

Ci/m.  My  lords,  you  are  appointed  for  that  office ; 
The  due  of  honour  in  no  pomt  omit : — 
So  farewell,  noble  Lucius. 

Iaic.  Your  hand,  my  lord. 

Clo.  Eeceive  it  friendly  :  but  from  this  time' forth 
I  wear  it  as  your  enemy. 

Zuc.  Sir,  the  event 
Is  yet  to  name  the  winner :  Fare  you  well. 

Ci/m.  Leave  not  the  worthy  Lucius,  good  my  lords, 
Till  he  have  cross'd  the  Severn. — Happmess ! 

[E.reunt  LxJCirs  and  LOKDS. 

Qveen.  He  goes  hence  frowning :  but  it  honours  us, 
That  we  have  given  him  cause. 

Clo.  'Tis  all  the  better; 
Your  valiant  Britons  have  their  wishes  in  it. 

Ci/m.  Lucius  hath  wrote  already  to  the  emperor 
How  it  goes  here.    It  fits  us  therefore  rijiely. 
Our  chariots  and  our  horsemen  be  in  readiness : 
The  powers  that  he  already  hath  in  Gallia 
"Will  soon  be  drawn  to  head,  from  whence  he  moves 
His  war  for  Britain. 

Queen.  'Tis  not  sleepy  business ; 
But  must  be  look'd  to  speedily,  :ind  strongly. 

Ci/m.  Our  expectation  that  it  would  be  thus. 
Hath  made  us  forward.    But,  my  gentle  queen, 
Where  is  our  daughter  ?  She  hath  not  appear'd 
Before  the  Koman,  nor  to  us  luith  tender'd 
The  duty  of  the  day :  She  looks  us  like 
A  thing  more  made  of  malice,  than  of  duty : 
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We  have  noted  it. — Call  her  before  us ;  for 

We  have  been  too  slight  in  sufferance.       [Exli  an  Attendant, 

Queen.  Royal  Sir, 
Since  the  exile  of  Posthumus,  most  retired 
Hath  her  life  been  ;  the  cure  whereof,  my  lord, 
'Tis  time  must  do.    'Beseech  your  majesty, 
Porbear  sharp  speeches  to  her :  she's  a  lady 
So  tender  of  rebukes,  that  words  are  strokes. 
And  strokes  death  to  her. 

Re-enter  an  ATTENDANT. 

Cym.  Where  is  she.  Sir  ?  How 
Can  her  contempt  be  answer'd  ? 

Atten.  Please  you,  Sir, 
Her  chambers  are  all  lock'd ;  and  there's  no  answer 
That  will  be  given  to  the  loud'st  noise  we  make. 

Queen.  My  Lord,  when  last  I  went  to  visit  her, 
She  pray'd  me  to  excuse  her  keeping  close ; 
Whereto  constrain'd  by  her  infirmity, 
She  should  that  duty  leave  unpaid  to  you. 
Which  daily  she  was  bound  to  proffer :  this 
She  wish'd  nie  to  make  known ;  but  our  great  court 
Made  me  to  blame  in  memory. 

Cym.  Her  doors  lock'd  ? 
Not  seen  of  late  ?  Grant,  heavens,  that  which  I  fear, 
Prove  false !  'iExit, 

Queen.  Son,  I  say,  follow  the  king. 

Clo.  That  man  of  hers,  Pisanio,  her  old  servant, 
I  have  not  seen  these  two  days. 

Queen.  Go,  look  after. —  [Exit  Cloten. 

Pisanio,  thou  that  stand'st  so  for  Posthumus  ! — 
He  hath  a  drug  of  mine  :  I  pray,  his  absence 
Proceed  by  swallowmg  that ;  for  he  believes 
It  is  a  thing  most  precious.    But  for  her. 
Where  is  she  gone  ?    Haply,  despair  hath  seized  her  ; 
Or,  mng'd  with  fervour  of  her  love,  she's  flown 
To  her  desired  Posthvxmus :  Gone  she  is 
To  death,  or  to  dishonour ;  and  my  end 
Can  make  good  use  of  either :  She  being  down, 
I  have  the  placing  of  the  British  crown. 

jRe-enter  Cloten. 
How  now,  my  son  ? 

Clo.  'Tis  certain  she  is  fled : 
Go  in,  and  cheer  the  king,  he  rages ;  none 
Dare  come  about  him. 

Q,ueen.  All  the  better :  May 
This  night  forestall  him*  of  the  coming  day  !         \ FxH  Queen 

Clo.  I  love  and  hate  her :  for  she's  fair  and  royal ; 
And  that  she  hath  all  courtly  parts  more  exquisite 
Than  lady,  ladies,  woman  :  t  from  every  one 

*  Prevent  his  reaching. 

t  Tlian  any  ladij,  all  iadi.es,  all  womanl.ind. 
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The  best  she  hath,  and  she,  of  all  compounded, 

Outsells  them  all :  I  love  her  therefore ;  But, 

Disdaining  me,  and  throwing  favours  on 

The  low  Posthumus,  slanders  so  her  judgment, 

That  what's  else  rare,  is  choked ;  and  in  that  point, 

I  will  conclude  to  hate  her,  nay,  indeed. 

To  he  revenged  upon  her.    For,  when  fools 

I^nter  PiSANlO. 

Shall — Who  is  here?  What !  are  you  packing,  sin-ah  ? 
Come  hither :  Ah,  you  precious  pander  !  Villain, 
Where  is  thy  lady  ?  In  a  word ;  or  else 
Thou  art  straightway  with  the  fiends. 

Pis.  O,  good  my  lord  ! 

Clo.  Where  is  thy  lady  ?  or,  by  Jupiter, 
I  will  not  a-sk  again.    Close  villain, 
I'll  have  this  secret  from  thy  heart,  or  rip 
Thy  heart  to  find  it.    Is  she  with  Posthumus  ? 
From  whose  so  many  weights  of  baseness  cannot 
A  dram  of  worth  be  drawn. 

Pis.  Alas,  my  lord. 
How  can  she  be  with  him  ?    When  was  she  niiss'd  ? 
He  is  in  Eome. 

Clo.  Where  is  she.  Sir  ?  Come  nearer ; 
No  further  halting :  satisfy  me  home. 
What  is  become  of  her  ? 

Pis.  O,  my  all-worthy  lord  ! 

Clo.  All-worthy  villain ! 
Discover  where  thy  mistress  is,  at  once, 
At  the  next  word, — No  more  of  worthy  lord, — 
Speak,  or  thy  silence  on  the  instant  is 
Thy  condemnation  and  thy  death. 

Pis.  Then,  Sir, 
This  paper  is  the  history  of  my  knowledge, 
Touching  her  flight.  [Presenting  a  letter. 

Clo.  Let's  see't : — I  will  pursue  her 
Even  to  Augiistus'  throne. 

Pis.  Or  this,  or  perish.  "1 

She's  far  enough ;  and  what  he  learns  by  this  >  [Aside 

May  prove  his  travel,  not  her  danger.  J 

Clo.  Humph  ! 

Pis.  I'll  write  to  my  lord  she's  dead.    O  Imogen, 
Safe  mayst  thou  wander,  safe  return  again  !  [Aside. 

Clo.  Sirrah,  is  this  letter  true  ? 

Pis.  Sir,  as  I  think. 

Clo.  It  is  Posthumus'  hand ;  I  know't.  —  Sirrah,  if  thou 
wouldst  not  be  a  villain,  but  do  me  true  service;  undergo  those 
employments,  wherein  I  should  have  cause  to  vise  thee,  with  a 
serious  industry, — that  is,  what  villany  soe'er  I  bid  thee  do,  to 
perform  it,  directly  and  truly,— I  would  think  thee  an  honest 
man :  thou  shouldst  neither  want  my  means  for  thy  relief  nor 
my  voice  for  thy  preferment. 

Pis.  Well,  my  good  lord. 
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Clo.  "Wilt  thou  serve  me  ?  for  since  patiently  and  constantlj- 
thou  hast  stuck  to  the  bare  fortune  of  that  beggar  Posthuuuis, 
thou  canst  not  in  the  course  of  gratitude  but  be  a  diligent  follower 
of  mine.    "Wilt  thou  serve  me  f 

Pis.  Sir,  I  will. 

Clo.  Give  me  thy  hand,  here's  my  purse,  llast  any  of  thy 
late  master's  garments  in  thy  possession  ? 

P/i-.  I  have,  my  lord,  at  my  lodging,  the  same  suit  he  wore 
when  he  took  leave  of  my  lady  and  mistress. 

Clo.  The  first  service  thou  dost  me,  fetch  that  suit  hither  :  let 
it  be  thy  first  service ;  go. 

Pis.  I  shall,  my  lord.  [E-iif. 

Clo.  Meet  thee  at  Milford  Haven  : — I  forgot  to  ask  him  one 
thing;  I'll  remember't  anon: — Even  there  thou  villain,  I'os- 
thumus,  will  I  kill  thee. — I  would  these  garments  were  come. 
She  said  upon  a  time  (the  bitterness  of  it  1  now  belch  from  my 
heart),  that  she  held  the  very  garment  of  Posthumus  in  more 
respect  than  my  noble  and  natural  pei-son,  together  with  the 
adornment  of  my  qualities.  ^Vitli  that  suit  uiwn  mj'  back,  will 
I  ravish  her :  First  kill  him,  and  in  her  eyes  ;  there  shall  she  see 
my  valour,  which  will  then  be  a  torment  to  her  contempt.  He 
on  the  ground,  my  speech  of  insultmont  ended  on  his  dead  body, 
■and  when  my  lust  hath  dined  (which,  as  I  say,  to  vex  her,  I  will 
execute  in  the  clothes  that  she  so  praised),  to  the  court  I'll 
knock  her  back,  foot  her  home  again.  She  hath  despised  uic 
rejoicingly,  and  I'll  be  merry  in  my  revenge. 

Pe-enier  PiSAXIO,  v:ith  the  Clothes. 
Be  those  the  garments  ? 

Pis.  Ay,  my  noble  lord. 

Clo.  How  long  is't  since  she  went  to  Milford  Haven  ? 

Pis.  She  can  scarce  be  there  yet. 

Clo.  Bring  this  apparel  to  my  chamber ;  that  is  the  second 
thing  that  I  have  commanded  thee  :  the  third  is,  that  thou  shalt 
be  a  voluntary  mute  to  my  design.  Be  but  duteous,  and  true 
preferment  shall  tender  itself  to  thee.— My  revenge  is  now  at 
3Iilford :  'Would  I  had  wings  to  follow  it  I — Come,  and  be  true. 

Pis.  Thou  bid'st  me  to  my  loss  :  for,  true  to  thee, 
"Were  to  prove  false,  which  I  will  never  be, 
To  him  that  is  most  true. — To  Milford  go. 
And  find  not  her  whom  thou  pursu'st.    Plow,  flow, 
You  heavenly  blessings  on  her !     This  fool's  speed 
Be  cross"d  with  slowne.«s ;  labour  be  his  meed  !  'Exit. 

SCENE  VI.— Before  the  Care  ofBELAKirs. 

Enter  Ijiogex,  in  Boy's  Clothe.':. 

Lno.  I  see,  a  man's  life  is  a  tedious  one : 
I  have  tired  myself;  and  for  two  nights  together 
Have  made  the  ground  my  bed.    I  should  bo  sick, 
But  that  my  resolution  helps  me. — Milford, 
When  from  the  mountain-foji  Pisanio  sliow'd  thee, 
Thou  wast  within  a  ken  :  O  Jove  I  I  think, 
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Poiir.dations  fly  tlie  wretched :  such,  I  mean, 

AV'hcre  they  should  be  reheved.    Two  beggars  told  me, 

I  could  not  miss  my  way  :  AXiU  poor  folks  lie. 

That  have  attlictions  on  them  ;  knowing  'tis 

A  punishment,  or  trial  ?  Yes ;  no  wonder, 

When  rich  ones  scarce  tell  true :  To  lapse  in  fulness 

Is  sorer,  than  to  lie  for  need ;  and  falsehood 

Is  worse  in  kings  than  beggars.— My  dear  lord ! 

Thou  art  one  o'  the  false  ones  :  Now  I  think  on  thee, 

My  hunger 's  gone ;  but  even  before,  I  was 

At  point  to  sink  for  food. — lint  what  is  this? 

Here  is  a  path  to  it :  'Tis  some  savage  hold : 

I  were  best  not  call ;  I  dare  not  call :  yet  famine, 

Ere  clean  it  o'erthrow  nature,  makes  it  valiant. 

Plenty,  and  peace,  breeds  cowards  ;  hardness  ever 

Of  hardiness  is  mother. — Ho !  who's  here  ? 

If  anything  that's  civil,*  speak ;  if  savage, 

Take,  or  lend. — Ho  ! — No  answer  ?  then  I'll  enter. 

13est  draw  my  sword  ;  and  if  miue  enemy 

Eut  fear  the  sword  like  me,  he'll  scarcely  look  on't. 

Such  a  foe,  good  heavens  !  [She  goes  inio  the  cace. 

Unter  Belabius,  Guiderius,  and  Arvikagus. 
Be!.  Yon,  Polydore,  have  proved  best  woodman,  and 
Are  master  of  the  feast :  Cadwal,  and  I, 
"S\'ill  play  the  cook  and  servant ;  'tis  our  match :  f 
The  sweat  of  industry  would  dry,  and  die, 
]Jut  for  the  end  it  works  to.    Come;  our  stomachs 
'Will  make  what's  homely,  savoury :  "Weariness 
Can  snore  upon  the  flint,  when  restive  sloth 
Pinds  the  down  pillow  hard. — Now,  peace  be  here, 
Poor  house,  that  keep'st  thyself ! 
Gid.  I  am  thoroughly  weary. 
An:  I  am  weak  with  toil,  yet  .strong  in  appetite. 
Gi'.i.  Tliere's  cold  meat  i'  the  cave :  we'll  browze  on  that, 
AVhilst  what  we  have  kili'd  be  cook'd. 

Bel.  Stay  ;  come  not  in  :  [Looking  in. 

Put  that  it  eats  our  victuals,  I  should  think 
Here  were  a  fairy. 

Gui.  ^^'hat's  the  matter,  Sir  ? 
Bel.  By  Jupiter,  an  angel !  or,  if  not, 
An  earthly  paragon  ! — Behold  divineness 
No  elder  than  a  boy  ! 

Enter  lilOGEX. 
Imo.  Good  masters,  harm  me  not: 
Before  I  enter'd  here,  I  call'd  ;  and  thought 
To  have  bcgg'd,  or  bf)ught,  what  I  have  took :  Good  troth, 
I  have  stolen  nought ;  nor  would  not,  though  I  had  found 
Gold  strew'd  o'  tlie  floor.    Here's  money  for  my  meat : 
I  would  have  left  it  on  the  board,  so  soon 
As  L  had  made  my  meal ;  and  parted 
"\\  it  a  prayers  for  the  provider. 

*  Hiimau.  t  A^eemerrt. 

VOL.  IV  Q 
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Gui.  Money,  youth  ? 

Art.  All  gold  and  silver  rather  turn  to  dirt ! 
As  'tis  no  better  reckon'd,  but  of  those 
Who  -worshi])  dirty  gods. 

Imo.  I  see  you  are  angry : 
Know,  if  vou  kill  me  for  my  fault,  I  should 
Have  died,  had  I  not  made  it. 

£el.  AVhither  bound  ? 

Imo.  To  Milford  Haven,  Sir. 

Jiel.  AV'hat  is  your  name  ? 

Iiiio.  Pidele,  Sir  :  I  have  a  kinsman,  who 
Is  bound  for  Italy ;  he  embark'd  at  ]Milford ; 
To  whom  being  going,  almost  spent  with  hunger, 
I  am  fallen  in*  this  offence. 

JBel.  Prythee,  fair  youth, 
Think  us  no  churls ;  nor  measure  our  good  minds 
My  this  rude  place  we  live  in.     \Vell  encounter'd ! 
'Tis  almost  night :  you  shall  have  better  cheer 
Ere  you  depart ;  and  thanks,  to  stay  and  eat  it. — 
Boys,  bid  him  welcome. 

Grtii.  "Were  you  a  woman,  youth, 
I  .should  woo  hard,  but  be  your  groom. — In  honesty, 
I  bid  for  you,  as  I'd  buy. 

Ait.  I'll  make't  my  comfort, 
He  is  a  man ;  I'll  love  him  as  my  brotlier  : — 
And  such  a  welcome  as  I'd  give  to  him, 
After  long  absence,  such  is  yours  : — Most  welcome  I 
Be  sprightly,  for  you  fall  'mongst  friend.^. 

Imo.  'Mongst  friends ! 
If  brothers  ? — 'Would  it  had  been  so,  that  they "] 
Had  been  my  father's  sons  !  then  had  my  prize  I    4  ■ , 
Been  less  ;  and  so  more  equal  ballasting  [     '  *■  " 

To  thee,  Po.stliumus.  J 

Bel.  He  wrings  at  .some  distre.s.*. 

Gui.  'Would  I  could  free't  I 

Arv.  Or  I ;  whate'er  it  be. 
What  pain  it  cost,  what  danger  I  God>  I 

liel.  Hark,  boys.  [Whispering. 

Iiiio.  Great  men, 
That  had  a  court  no  bigger  than  this  cave, 
That  did  attend  themselves,  and  had  the  virtue 
Which  their  own  conscience  seal'd  them  (laying  by 
That  notliing  gift  of  differing  f  multitudes). 
Could  not  out-peer  these  twain.    Pardon  me,  gods ! 
I'd  chaugo  my  sex  to  be  companion  ^vith  them. 
Since  Lconatus  's  false. 

Bel.  It  .«hall  be  so : 
Boys,  we'll  go  dress  oitr  hunt. — Fair  youth,  come  iu  : 
Discourse  is  heavy,  fasting;  when  we  have  supp'd, 
We'll  m.annerly  demand  thee  of  thy  story, 
So  far  as  thou  wilt  speak  it. 

Gui.  Pray,  draw  near. 

*  Into.  t  Discordant. 
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Arv.  The  niglit  to  the  owl,  and  morn  to  the  lark,  less  welcome. 

Imo.  Thanks,  Sir. 

Arv.  I  pray,  draw  near.  [Exeunf. 

SCENE  VII.— Some. 

Enter  two  Senatoes,  and  TRIBUNES. 

1  Sen.  This  is  the  tenour  of  the  emperor's  writ ; 
That  since  the  common  men  are  now  in  action 
'Gainst  the  Pannonians  and  Dalmatians ; 

And  that  the  legions  now  in  Gallia  are 
Full  weak  to  undertake  our  wars  against 
The  fallen-oft'  Eritons  ;  that  we  do  incite 
The  gentry  to  this  business :  He  creates 
Lucius  pro-consul :  and  to  you  the  tribunes, 
For  this  immediate  levy,  he  commands 
Ilis  absolute  commission.    Long  live  Cajsar ! 
Tri.  Is  Lucius  general  of  the  forces  ? 

2  Sen.  Ay. 

Tri.  Eeniaining  now  in  Gallia  ? 

1  Sen.  Witli  those  legions 
Which  I  have  spoke  of,  whereunto  your  levy 
^Vlust  be  supplyant :  The  words  of  your  commission 
Will  tie  you  to  the  numbers,  and  the  time 
Of  their  despatch. 

Tri.  We  will  discharge  otir  duty.  [Exeunt. 


ACT  IV 


SCEXE  I.— The  Forest,  near  (he  Cave. 

Enter  Cloten. 

CIo.  I  am  near  to  the  jilace  where  they  should  meet,  if  Pisanio 
have  mapped  it  truly.  How  fit  his  garments  serve  me  !  Why 
should  his  mistress,  who  was  made  by  him  that  made  the  tailor, 
not  be  fit  too  ?  the  rather  (saving  reverence  of  the  ^^ord)  for  'tis 
said,  a  woman's  fitness  comes  by  fits.  Therein  I  must  play  the 
workman.  I  dare  speak  it  to  myself  (for  it  is  not  vainglorj-, 
for  a  man  and  his  glass  to  confer  ;  in  his  own  chambci",  I  mean), 
the  lines  of  my  body  are  as  avcII  drawn  as  his;  no  less  young, 
more  strong,  not  beneath  him  in  fortunes,  beyond  him  in  the 
advantage  of  the  time,  above  bira  in  birth,  alike  conversant  in 
general  services,  and  more  remarkable  in  single  oppositions :  *  yet 
this  impercieverantf  thing  loves  him  in  my  despite.  What 
mortality  is  !  Posthumus,  thy  head,  -s^'lnch  is  now  growing  upon 
thy  shoulders,  shall  within  this  hour  be  off;  thy  mistress  enforced ; 
thy  garments  cut  to  pieces  before  thy  face :  and  all  this  done, 
.spurn  her  home  to  her  father :  who  may,  haply,  be  a  little  angry 
for  my  so  rough  usage:  but  my  mother,  having  power  of  his 
testiness,  shall  turn  all  into  my  commendations.  IMy  horse  Ls 
tied  up  safe :  Out,  .sword,  and  to  a  sore  purpose !  Portiuie,  pu*- 

*  Single  combat.  t  Unpcrcei\iro. 
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them  into  my  hand  !  This  is  the  very  description  of  their  meet- 
ing-place ;  and  the  feUow  dares  not  deceive  me.  [ix/Y. 

SCENJi  II.— Before  the  Cave.  . 

Enter  from  the  Cave,  Belaeius,  GriBERirs,  Aeyieagus, 
and  Imooex. 

Bel.  You  are  not  well  [to  Imogen]  :  remain  here  in  the  cave ; 
"We'll  come  to  you  after  hunting. 

Art.  Brother,  stay  here  :  [To  IiiOGEX. 

Are  we  not  brothers  ? 

Tino.  So  man  and  man  should  he ; 
But  clay  and  clay  diflers  in  dignity, 
Whose  dost  is  both  alike.    I  am  very  sick. 

Giii.  Go  you  to  hunting,  I'll  abide  with  him. 

Imo.  So  sick  1  am  not ; — yet  I  am  not  well : 
But  not  so  citizen  a  wanton,  as 
To  seem  to  die,  ere  sick  :  So  please  you,  leave  me  ; 
Stick  to  your  journal*  course  :  the  breach  of  custom 
Is  breach  of  all.     I  am  ill ;  but  your  being  by  me 
Cannot  amend  me :  Society  is  no  comfort 
To  one  not  sociable :  I'm  not  very  sick, 
Since  I  can  reason  of  it.    Pray  you,  trust  me  here, 
I'll  rob  none  but  myself;  and  let  me  die. 
Stealing  so  poorly. 

Oui.  I  love  thee;  I  have  spoke  it : 
How  much  the  quantity,  the  weight  as  much. 
As  I  do  love  my  father. 

Bel.  What  ?  how  ?  how  ? 

Arr.  If  it  be  sin  to  say  so,  Sir,  I  yoke  me 
In  my  good  brother's  fault:  I  know  not  why 
I  love  this  youth  ;  and  I  have  heard  you  say, 
Ijove's  reason 's  without  reason  ;  the  bier  at  door, 
,Vnd  a  demand  who  is't  shall  die,  I'd  say, 
Ml/  father,  7>.ot  thit  youth. 

Bet.  O  noble  .strain  ! 

0  worthiness  of  nature  !  breed  of  greatness  ! 
Cowards  father  cowards,  and  base  things  sire  ba.se : 
Nature  hath  meal,  and  bran  ;  contempt,  and  grace. 

1  am  not  their  father  ;  yet  wlio  this  should  be, 

Doth  miracle  itself,  loved  before  me. —  [A.side. 

'Tis  the  ninth  hour  o"  the  morn. 

Arc.  Ikother,  farewell. 

Imo.  I  wish  ye  sport. 

Arv.  You  health. — So  please  you,  Sir. 

Imo.  [aside].  The^e  are  kind  creatures.     Gods,  what  lies  I 
have  heard  ! 
Our  courtiers  say,  all's  .ravage  but  at  court : 
Experience,  O,  thou  disprov'st  report ! 
The  imperious  t  seas  breed  monsters  ;  for  the  dish, 
I'oor  tributary  rivers  as  sweet  iisli. 
I  am  sick  still ;  heart-sick :— Pisauio, 
I'll  now  ta.-^te  of  tiiy  drug. 

*  Daily,  t  Imperial. 
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Gut.  I  could  not  stir  him  :* 
He  said,  he  was  gcntle,t  but  unfortunate ; 
Dishonestly  afflicted,  but  j  et  honest. 

An:  Thus  did  he  answer  me :  jet  said,  hereafter 
I  might  know  more. 

Bel.  To  the  field,  to  the  field  :— 
^Ve'U  leave  you  for  this  time ;  go  in,  and  rest. 

Arv.  We'll  not  be  long  away. 

J3el.  Pray,  be  not  sick, 
Por  you  must  be  our  housewife. 

Imo.  Well,  or  ill, 
I  am  bound  to  you. 

Bel.  And  so  shalt  be  ever.  [Exit  IMOGEN. 

This  youth,  howe'er  distre.^s'd,  appears  he  hath  had 
Good  ancestors. 

Alt'.  How  angel-like  he  sings  ! 

Ghti.  But  his  neat  cookery  !    He  cut  our  roots  in  characters ; 
And  sauced  our  broths,  as  Juno  had  been  sick, 
And  he  her  dieter. 

Arv.  Nobly  he  yokes 
A  smiling  with  a  sigh :  as  if  the  sigh 
Was  that  it  was,  for  not  being  such  a  smile ; 
The  smile  mocking  the  sigh,  that  it  would  fly- 
Prom  so  divine  a  temple,  to  commix 
With  winds  that  sailors  rail  at. 

Gui.  I  do  note. 
That  grief  and  patience,  rooted  in  him  both. 
Mingle  their  spurs  t  together. 

Arv.  Grow,  patience ! 
And  let  the  stinking  elder,  grief,  untwine 
His  perishing  root,  with  the  increasing  vine  ! 

Bel.  It  is  great  §  morning.    Come ;  away. — Who's  there  ? 

Enter  Cloten. 

Clo.  I  cannot  find  those  runagates ;  that  villain 
Hath  mock'd  me : — I  am  faint. 

Bel.  Those  runagates ! 
Means  he  not  us  ?    I  partly  know  him ;  'tis 
Cloten,  the  son  o'the  queen.    I  fear  some  ambush. 
I  saw  him  not  these  many  years,  and  yet 
I  know  'tis  he  : — We  are  "held  as  outlaws  : — Hence. 

Gui.  He  is  but  one  :  Ilou  and  my  brother  search 
What  companies  are  near :  pray  you,  away ; 
Let  me  alone  with  him.        [Exeunt  Belaexus  and  Aevibagus. 

Clo.  Soft !    What  are  you 
That  fly  me  thus  ?  some  villain  mountaineers  ? 
I  have  heard  of  such. — What  slave  art  thou  ? 

Gui.  A  thing 
More  slavish  did  I  ne'er,  than  answering 
A  slave,  without  a  knock. 

*  /.  e.  to  tell  his  story.  t  Well  bom. 

J  Roots  of  trees.  -S  Adyanced. 
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Clo.  Thou  art  a  robber, 
A  law-breaker,  a  villaiu :  Yield  thee,  thief. 

Gui.  To  who  ?  to  thee  ?    AVhat  art  thou  ?    Have  not  I 
An  arm  as  big  as  thine  ?  a  heart  as  big  ? 
Thy  words,  I  grant,  are  bigger  ;  for  I  wear  not 
My  dagger  in  my  mouth.    Say,  what  thou  art ; 
AV'hy  I  should  yield  to  thee  ? 

Clo.  Thou  villain  base, 
Know'st  me  not  by  my  clothes  ? 

Giii.  No,  nor  thy  tailor,  rascal, 
"Who  is  th^  grandfather ;  lie  made  those  clothes, 
Which,  as  it  seems,  make  thee. 

Clo.  Thou  precious  varlet. 
My  tailor  made  them  not. 

Qui.  Hence  then,  and  thank 
The  man  that  gave  them  thee.    Thou  art  some  fool , 
I  am  loath  to  beat  thee. 

Clo.  Thou  injurious  thief. 
Hear  but  my  name  and  tremble. 

Gui.  What's  tby  name  ? 

Clo.  Cloten,  thou  villain. 

Gui.  Cloten,  thou  double  villain,  be  thy  name, 
I  cannot  tremble  at  it ;  were't  toad,  or  adder,  spider, 
'Twould  move  me  sooner. 

Clo.  To  thy  further  fear, 
iS'ay,  to  thy  mere  confusion,  thou  shall  know 
I'm  son  to  the  queen. 

Gui.  I'm  sorry  for't;  not  seeming 
So  worthy  as  thy  birth. 

Clo.  Art  not  afeard  ? 

Gui.  Those  that  I  reverence,  those  I  fear ;  the  wise  : 
At  fools  I  laugh,  not  fear  them. 

Clo.  Die  the  death  ; 
When  I  have  slain  thee  with  my  i^roper  liand, 
I'll  follow  those  that  even  now  lied  hence. 
And  on  the  gates  of  Lud's  town  set  your  heads : 
Yield,  rustic  mountaineer.  'iE.veunt,fio]iting. 

linter  Bel.4.ehts  ami  AlivlRAGUS. 

JBel.  No  company 's  abroad. 

Arv.  None  in  the  world  :  You  did  mistake  him,  sure. 

Bel.  I  cannot  tell :  Long  is  it  since  I  saw  iiim, 
Buttime  hath  nothing  blurr'd  those  lines  of  favour* 
Which  then  he  wore ;  the  snalclies  in  his  voice, 
And  burst  of  speaking,  were  as  his:  I  am  absolute, 
'Twas  very  Cloten. 

Arv.  In  this  place  we  left  them  : 
I  wish  my  brother  make  goo<l  time  with  him. 
Y''ou  say  he  is  so  fell. 

Bel.  Being  scarce  made  up, 
I  mean,  to  man,  he  had  not  apprehension 
*  Countenance. 
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Of  roaring  terrors  ;  for  the  effect  of  judgment 
Is  oft  the  cause  of  fear  :  But  see,  thy  brother. 

Re-enter  GuiDEEius,  with  Clotex's  head. 

Gni  This  Cloten  was  a  fool ;  an  empty  purse, 
There  was  no  money  iu't :  not  Hercules 
Gould  have  knock'd  out  his  brains,  for  he  had  none: 
Yet  I  not  doing  this,  the  fool  had  borne 
My  head,  as  I  do  his. 

Bel.  What  ha^t  thou  doue  ? 

Gi'.i.  I  am  perfect,*  what:  cut  off  one  Cloten's  head, 
Son  to  the  queen,  after  his  own  report ; 
Who  call'd  me  traitor,  mountaiuecr ;  and  swore, 
AVith  his  own  single  hand  he'd  take  us  in,t 
Disjilace  our  heads,  where  (thank  the  gods  !)  they  grow. 
And  set  them  on  Lud's  town. 

Bel.  "\^'e  are  all  undone. 

Gui.  '\\\\y,  worthy  father,  what  have  we  to  lose, 
But,  that  he  swore,  to  take  our  lives  ?    The  law 
Protects  not  us :  Theu  why  should  we  be  tender, 
To  let  an  arrogant  piece  of  flesh  threat  us; 
Play  judge,  and  executioner,  all  himself; 
PorJ  we  do  I'ear  the  law  ?    "NA'hat  company 
Discover  you  abroad  ? 

Bel.  No  single  soul 
Can  we  set  eye  on,  but,  in  all  safe  reason, 
He  must  have  some  attendants.    Though  his  humour 
AVas  nothing  but  mutation  ;§  ay,  and  that 
Prom  one  bad  thing  to  worse ;  not  frenzy,  not 
Absolute  madness  could  so  far  have  raved. 
To  bring  him  here  alone :  Although,  perhaps. 
It  may  be  heard  at  court,  that  such  as  we 
Cave  here,  hunt  here,  are  outlaws,  and  in  time 
May  make  some  stronger  head :  the  which  he  hearing 
(As  it  is  like  him),  might  break  out,  and  swear 
He'd  fetch  us  in ;  yet  is't  not  probable 
To  come  alone,  either  he  so  undertaking. 
Or  they  so  suffering  :  then  on  good  ground  we  fear, 
If  we  do  fear  this  body  hath  a  tail 
More  ])crilous  than  the  head. 

Arv.  Let  ordinance 
Come  as  the  gods  foresay  it :  howsoe'er, 
Aly  brother  hath  done  well. 

Bel.  I  had  no  mind 
To  hunt  this  day :  the  boy  Fidele's  sickness 
J^id  make  my  way  long  forth.;| 

Gui.  AVith  his  own  sword, 
Which  he  did  wave  against  my  throat,  I  have  ta'en 
His  head  from  him ;  PU  tlirow't  into  the  creek 
Behind  our  rock ;  and  let  it  to  the  sea, 

*  I  am  well  informed  what.  t  Conquer.  I  Because. 

\  Change,  alteration.  J  Tedious. 
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And  tell  the  fishes,  he's  the  queen's  sen.  Cloten : 

That's  all  I  reck.  [Exit. 

Bel.  I  fear,  'twill  he  revenged : 
'Would,  Polydore,  thou  had.-;t  not  done't !  though  valour 
Become.s  thee  well  enough. 

Arv.  'Would  I  had  done't. 
So  the  revenge  alone  pursued  me  !— Polydore, 
I  love  thee  hrotherly  ;  but  envy  much. 
Thou  hast  robb'd  mc  of  this  deed :  I  would,  revenges. 
That  possible  strength  might  meet,  would  seek  us  through, 
And  put  us  to  our  answer. 

Bel.  WeW,  'tis  done  :— 
We'll  hunt  no  more  to-day,  nor  seek  for  danger 
Where  there's  no  profit.    I  pr'ytheo,  to  our  rock  ; 
You  and  Fidele  play  the  cooks :  I'll  stay 
Till  hasty  Polydore  return,  and  bring  hira 
To  dinner  presently. 

Arv.  Poor  sick  Pidele ! 
I'll  willingly  to  him  :  To  gain*  his  colour, 
I'd  let  a  parish  of  such  Clotens'  blood, 
And  ])rnise  myself  for  charity.  \_Exit. 

Bel.  O  thou  goddess. 
Thou  divine  Nature,  how  thyself  thou  blazon's! 
In  these  two  princely  boys  !    They  are  as  gentle 
As  zephyrs,  blowing  below  the  violet, 
Not  wagging  liis  sweet  head  :  and  yet  as  rough, 
Their  royal  blood  enchafed,  a.s  the  rudest  wind, 
That  by  the  top  doth  take  the  mountain  pine. 
And  make  him  stoop  to  the  vale.   'Tis  wonderful, 
That  an  invisible  instinct  should  frame  them 
To  royalty  unlearn'd;  honour  untaught; 
Civility  not  seen  from  other ;  valour, 
That  wildly  grows  in  them,  but  yields  a  crop 
As  if  it  had  been  sow'd  !   "i  et  still  it's  strange. 
What  Cloten's  being  here  to  us  portends ; 
Or  what  his  death  will  bring  us. 

Ite-enfer  Guideeius. 

Grui.  Where's  my  brother  ? 
I  have  sent  Cloten's  clotpoll  down  the  stream. 
In  embassy  to  his  mother ;  his  body  's  hostage 
Por  his  return.  '  [Solemn  music. 

Bel.  My  ingenious  instrument ! 
Hark,  Polydore,  it  .sounds  !     But  what  occasion 
Hath  Cadwal  now  to  give  it  motion  ?    Hark  ! 

Gui.  Is  he  at  home  P 

Bel.  He  went  hence  even  now. 

Gui.  "What  does  he  mean  ?  since  deatli  of  my  defiv'»t  motliijr 
It  did  not  speak  l)cfore.    All  solenui  things 
Should  answer  solemn  accidents.    The  matter? 
Triumphs  for  nothing,  and  lamenting  toy.s,t 
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Is  jollity  for  apes,  and  grief  for  boys. 
Is  Cadwal  mad  ? 

Se-enter  Arvieagus,  hearing  IMOGE^'■,  as  dead,  in  his  arms. 

Bel.  Look,  here  be  comes, 
And  brings  the  dire  occasion  in  his  arms, 
Of  what  we  blame  him  for  1 

Arr.  The  bird  is  dead, 
That  we  have  made  so  much  on.    I  liad  rather 
Have  skipp'd  from  sixteen  years  of  age  to  sixty. 
To  have  turn'd  my  leaping  time  into  a  crutch, 
Than  have  seen  this. 

Ckii.  O  sweetest,  fairest  lily  ! 
My  brother  wears  thee  not  the  one-half  so  well, 
As  when  thou  grew'st  thyself. 

Bel.  O,  melancholy  I 
Who  ever  yet  could  sound  thy  bottom  ?  find 
The  ooze,  to  show  what  coast  thy  sluggish  crare* 
Might  easiliest  harbour  in  ? — Thou  blessed  thing  ! 
Jove  knows  what  man  thou  mightst  have  made ;  but  I, 
Thou  diedst,  a  most  rare  boy,  of  melancholy  ! — 
How  found  you  him  ? 

Afv.  Stark,  as  you  see  : 
Thus  smiling,  as  some  fly  had  tickled  slumber, 
Not  as  death's  dart,  being  laugh'd  at :  his  right  cheek 
Reposing  on  a  cushion. 

Gui.  Where? 

Arv.  O'  the  floor ; 
His  arms  thus  leagued  :  I  thought,  he  slept ;  and  put 
My  clouted  brogues  from  oft'  my  feet,  whose  rudeness 
Auswer'd  ray  steps  too  loud. 

Gui.  "Why,  he  but  sleeps : 
If  he  be  gone,  he'll  make  his  grave  a  bed ; 
"With  female  fairies  will  his  tomb  be  haunted, 
And  worms  will  not  come  to  thee. 

Arv.  "With  fairest  flowers, 
"^Vhilst  summer  lasts,  and  I  live  here,  Fidele, 
I'll  sweeten  thy  sad  grave :  Thou  shalt  not  lack 
The  flower,  that's  like  thy  face,  pale  primrose ;  nor 
The  azured  hare-bell,  like  thy  veins  ;  no,  nor 
The  leaf  of  eglantine,  whom  not  to  slander, 
Out-sweeten'd  not  thy  breath  :  the  ruddock  f  would, 
"With  charitable  bill  (O  bill,  sore-shaming 
Those  rich-left  heirs,  that  let  their  fathers  lie 
"NVithout  a  monument !)  bring  thee  all  this  ; 
Yea,  and  furrd  moss  besides,  when  flowers  are  none. 
To  winter-ground t  thy  corse. 

Gui.  Fr'ythee,  have  done ;   ' 
And  do  not  play  in  wench -like  words  with  that 
"Which  is  so  serious.    Let  us  bury  him, 

*  A  slow-sailing  vessel.  t  The  i-cdbreast. 

i  J.  e.  protect  it  from  winter's  sto;-m. 
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And  not  x)rotract  \\  ilb  admiration  what 
Is  now  due  debt. — To  the  grave. 
Arv.  Say,  vvhere  shuU  's  lay  him  ? 
Gui.  By  good  Euriphile,  our  mother. 
Arv.  Be't  so : 
And  let  lis,  Pol ydore,  though  now  our  voices 
Have  got  the  mannish  crack,  sing  him  to  the  ground. 
As  once  our  mother;  use  lilce  nofe  and  words, 
Save  that  Euriphile  must  he  Fidele. 

Gui.  Cadwal, 
I  cannot  slug :  I'll  weep,  and  word  it  with  thee  : 
ior  notes  of  sorrow,  out  of  tnne,  are  worse 
Than  priests  and  fanes  that  lie. 
An:  Well  speak  it  then. 

Uel.  Great  griefs,  I  see,  medicine  the  less :  for  Cloten 
Is  quite  forgot.    He  w;is  a  queen's  son,  boys  : 
And,  though  he  came  our  enemy,  remember. 
He  was  paid  for  that :  Though  mean  and  mighty,  rotting 
Together,  have  one  dust :  yet  reverence 
(That  angel  of  the  world)  doth  make  distinction 
Of  place  'tween  high  and  low.    Our  foe  ^vas  princely  : 
And  though  you  took  his  life,  as  being  our  foe, 
Yet  bury  him  as  a  prince. 

Gui.  Pray  you  fetch  him  hither. 
Thersites'  Ijody  is  as  good  as  Ajax, 
"When  neither  are  alive. 

Arv.  If  you'll  go  fetch  him, 
"We'll  say  our  song  the  whilst. — Brother,  begin.    [Hxit  Belaetus. 

Gin.  Nay,  Cadwal,  we  must  lay  his  head  to  the  east ; 
My  father  hath  a  reason  for't. 
Arv.  'Tis  true. 

Gv.i.  Come  on  then,  and  remove  him. 
Arv.  So, — begin. 

SOXG. 
(jui.  Fear  no  more  ilie  heat  &'  tlie  sun, 

JS'or  the  furious  u-iiiier's  rages  ; 
Thou  thy  ivorldlij  taslc  hast  done. 

Home  art  gone,  and  ta'en  thy  tvages  : 
Golden  lads  and  girls  all  must, 
As  chi mney-siceepers,  come  to  dust. 
Arv.  Fear  no  more  the  frown  o'  the  great, 

Thou  art  iiast  the  tyrant's  stroke  ; 
Care  no  more  to  clotlie  and  eat  ; 
'To  thee  the  reed  is  as  the  oak  : 
The  sceptre,  learning,  j^hysic,  must 
All  follow  this,  and  come  to  dust. 
Gui.  Fear  no  more  the  lightning-JJash, 

Arv.  Nor  the  all-dreaded  thunder-stone  ; 
Gui.  Fear  not  slander,  censure*  rash  ; 

Arv.  Thou  hast  finislid  joy  and  moan  : 
Both.  All  lovers  young,  all  lovers  must 

Consign  f  to  thee,  and  come  to  dust. 
*  Judariiciit.  t  -ca.1  tlio  same  contract. 
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Gui.  JN'o  e.rorciser  harm  thee  ! 
Arv.  JVbr  icitchcraft  charm  thee  ! 
Gui.  Ghost  unlaid  forbear  thee  ! 
Arv.  Nothing  ill  come  near  thee  . 
Uoth.  Quiet  consummation  have; 
And  renowned  be  thi/  grave  ! 

He-enter  BELAEirs,  u-ith  the  body  o/CloTEX. 

Chui.  We  have  done  our  obsequies  :  Come,  lay  him  down. 

Bel.  Here's  a  few  flowers,  but  aV^out  midnight  moi"e : 
The  herbSj  that  have  on  them  cold  dew  o'  the  night, 
Are  strewmgs  fitt'st  for  graves. — Upon  their  faces  : — 
You  were  as  flowers,  now  wither'd :  even  so 
These  herblets  shall,  which  we  u]Xjn  you  strow. — 
Come  on,  away :  apart  upon  our  knees. 
The  frround,  that  gave  them  first,  has  them  again ; 
Their  pleasures  here  are  past,  so  is  their  pain. 

[Exeunt  Uelarius,  Guideriu?,  and  AnviB.VGTJS. 

Imo.  lai'saking".  Yes,  Sir,  to  Milford  Haven ;  "Which  is  the 
way?— 
I  thank  you. — By  yon  bush  ? — Pray  how  far  thither  ? 
'Ods  pittikius  !  *  can  it  be  six  miles  yet  ? 
I  have  gone  all  night ; — 'faith,  I'll  lie  down  and  sleep. 
But,  soft !  no  bedfello'.v : — 0,  gods,  aud  goddesses  ! 

■Seeing  the  lodij. 
These  flowers  are  like  the  pleasures  of  the  world ; 
This  bloody  man,  the  care  on"t. — I  hope,  I  dream  ; 
For,  so,  I  thought  I  was  a  cave-keei)er, 
And  cook  to  honest  creatures  :  But  'tis  not  so; 
'Twas  but  a  bolt  of  nothinsr,  .shot  at  nothing, 
"Which  the  brain  makes  of  fumes :  Our  very  eyes 
Are  sometimes  like  our  judgments,  blind.    Good  faith, 
Itremble  still  with  fear :  but  if  there  be 
Yet  left  in  heaven  as  small  a  drop  of  pity 
As  a  wren's  eye,  fear'd  gods,  a  part  of  it  ] 
The  dream 's  here  still :  even  when  I  wake,  it  is 
AVithout  me,  as  \rithin  me ;  not  imagined,  felt. 
A  headless  man  I — The  garments  of  Posthumus ! 
I  know  the  shape  of  his  leg :  this  is  his  hand ; 
His  foot  Mercurial ;  his  Martial  thigh  ; 
The  brawns  of  Hercules :  but  his  Jovial  f  face — 
Murder  in  heaven  ? — How  ? — 'Tis  gone,  Pisanio, 
All  curses  madded  Hecuba  gave  the  Greeks, 
And  mine  to  boot,  be  darted  on  thee  !  Thou, 
Conspired  with  that  irregulous  X  devil,  Cloten, 
Hast  here  cut  ofl'my  lord. — To  write,  and  read. 
Be  henceforth  treacherous  ! — Bamn'd  Pisanio 
Hath  with  his  forged  letters, — daran'd  Pisanio — 
Prom  this  most  bravest  vessel  of  the  world 
Struck  the  main-top  !— O,  Posthumus  !  ala.s. 
Where  is  thy  head  ?  where's  that  ?    Ah  me  !  where's  that  ? 
Pisanio  might  have  kill'd  thee  at  the  heart, 

•  The  diminutive  of  God's  pity.  t  A  face  like  Jove's. 

t  Lawless,  licentious 
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And  left  this  head  on. — How  should  this  he  ?     Pisanio  ? 

'Tis  he,  and  Cloten  :  malice  and  lucre  in  them 

Have  laid  this  woe  here.    O,  'tis  pregnant,  pre^^lant !  * 

'i'hc  drupr  he  gave  me,  which,  he  said,  was  precious 

And  cordial  to  me,  have  I  not  found  it 

Murd'rous  to  the  senses  ?    That  confirms  it  home : 

This  is  Pisanio's  deed,  and  Cloten's  :  Oh  ! — 

Give  colour  to  my  pale  cheek  with  thy  blood, 

That  we  the  horrider  may  .seem  to  those 

Which  chance  to  find  us :  O,  my  lord,  my  lord  ! 

Enter  Lucius,  a  Captain,  and  other  Officers,  and  a 
Soothsayer. 

Cap.  To  them  the  legions  garrison'd  in  Gallia, 
After  your  will,  have  cross'd  the  sea :  attending 
You  here  at  MiU'ord  Haven,  with  your  ships  : 
They  are  here  in  readiness. 

Luc.  But  what  from  Kome  ? 

Cap.  The  senate  hath  stirr'd  up  the  confiners, 
And  gentlemen  of  Italy ;  most  willing  spirits, 
That  promise  noble  service  :  and  they  come 
Under  the  conduct  of  bold  lachimo, 
Sienna's  brothei'. 

Luc.  "When  expect  you  them  ? 

Cap.  '\\\i\\  the  next  benefit  o'  the  wind. 

Luc.  This  forwardness 
Makes  our  hopes  fair.    Command  our  present  numbers 
Ee  nuist-er'd ;  bid  the  captains  look  to't. — ]S'ow,  Sir 
"\\'hat  have  you  drcam'd,  of  lato,  of  this  war's  purpose  ? 

Sooth.  Last  night  the  very  gods  show'd  me  a  vision 
(I  fast,  and  pray'd  for  their  intelligence),  Thus  : 
I  saw  Jove's  bird,  the  Eoman  eagle,  wing'd 
From  the  spongy  south  to  this  part  of  the  west. 
There  vanish'd  in  the  sunbeams  :  which  portends 
(Unless  my  sins  abu>e  my  divination) 
Success  to  the  Roman  host. 

L^ic.  Dream  often  so, 
And  never  false.^Soft,  ho  !  what  trunk  is  here, 
"Without  his  top  ?  The  ruiu  speaks,  that  sometime 
It  was  a  worthy  building. — llov,-,  a  page  ! — 
Or  (lead,  or  sleeping  on  him  ?  But  dead  rather : 
Por  nature  doth  abhor  to  make  his  bed 
"With  the  defunct,  or  sleep  upon  the  dead.— 
Let's  see  the  Ijoy's  face. 

Cap.  He  is  alive,  my  lord. 

Lite.  He'll  tlicn  instruct  us  of  this  body. — Young  one. 
Inform  us  of  thy  fortunes  ;  for,  it  seems. 
They  crave  to  he  demanded  :  Who  is  this, 
Thou  mak'st  thy  bloody  inllow  ?  Or  who  Avas  he, 
That,  otherwise  than  noble  nature  did, 
Hatli  alter'd  that  good  picture  ?     What's  thy  interest 

*  A  realty,  apposite  conclusion. 
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In  this  sad  wreck  ?    How  came  it  ?  Who  is  it  ? 
What  art  thou  ? 

Imo.  I  am  nothing :  or  if  not, 
Nothing  to  be  were  better.    This  was  my  master, 
A  very  vahant  Briton,  and  a  good. 
That  here  by  mountaineers  Hes  slain  : — Alas ! 
There  are  no  more  such  masters  :  I  may  wander 
From  east  to  Occident,*  cry  out  for  servi«e. 
Try  many,  all  good,  serve  truly,  never 
Find  such  another  muster. 

Luc.  'Lack,  good  youth  ! 
Thou  movest  no  less  with  thy  complainmg,  than 
Thy  ma.'^ter  in  bleeding:  say  his  name,  good  friend. 

/wo.  Richard  du  Champ.    I  f  I  do  lie,  and  do 
No  harm  by  it,  though  the  gods  hear,  I  hope  [Aside. 

They'll  pardon  it. — Say  you.  Sir  ? 

Lttc.  Thy  name  ? 

Imo.  Fidele. 

Luc.  Thou  dost  approve  thyself  the  very  same  : 
Thy  name  ^vell  fits  thy  faith  ;  thy  faith,  thy  name. 
Wilt  take  thy  chance  with  me  ?  I  will  not  say. 
Thou  shalt  be  so  well  master'd  ;  but,  be  sure, 
No  less  beloved.    The  Roman  emperor's  letters, 
Sent  l)y  a  consul  to  me,  should  not  sooner 
Than  thine  own  worth  prefer  thee :  Go  with  me. 

L)w.  I'll  follow,  Sir.    But  first,  an't  please  the  gods, 
I'll  liide  my  master  from  the  flie?,  as  deep 
As  these  poor  pickaxes  f  can  dig :  and  when 
With  wild  wood-leaves  and  weeds  I  have  strew'd  bis  grave. 
And  on  it  said  a  century  of  prayers, 
Sucli  as  I  can,  twice  o'er,  I'll  weep  and  sigh ; 
And.  leaving  so  his  service,  follow  you. 
So  plea.se  you  entertain  me. 

Lv.c.  Ay,  good  youth  ; 
And  rather  father  thee,  than  master  thee. — 
My  friends. 

The  boy  liath  taught  us  manly  duties  :  Let  us 
Find  out  the  prettiest  daisied  plot  we  can. 
And  make  him  with  our  pikes  and  partizans 
A  grave  :  Come,  arm  him.  X — Boy,  he  is  prefen-'d 
By  tliee  to  us ;  and  lie  shall  be  interr'd. 
As  soldiers  can.     Be  cheerful ;  wipe  thine  eyes  : 
Some  falls  are  means  the  happier  to  arise.  ^^E.veunt. 

SCENE  TIL— A  Room  in  CymbELINE's  Palace. 

Enter  CymbELIXE,  Lord.S,  and  P1.SAXI0. 

Cym.  Again  ;  and  bring  me  word  how  'tis  with  her. 
A  fever  with  tlie  absence  of  her  son  ; 
A  madness,  of  which  her  life  's  in  danger  : — Heavens, 
How  deeply  you  at  once  do  touch  me  1  Imogen, 
The  great  part  of  ray  comfort,  gone :  njy  queen 

*  The  west.  t  Her  fingers.  t  Raise  him  in  your  arms. 
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Upon  a  desperate  bed  ;  and  in  a  time 
When  fearful  wars  point  at  me;  her  son  gone. 
So  needful  for  this  present :  It  strikes  me,  past 
The  hope  of  comfort. — But  for  thee,  fellow, 
"Who  needs  must  know  of  her  departure,  and 
Dost  seem  so  ignorant,  we'll  enforce  it  from  thee 
By  a  sharp  torture. 

Pis.  Sir,  my  life  is  yours, 
I  humbly  set  it  at  your  will :  But,  for  my  mistress, 
I  nothing  know  where  she  remains,  why  gone. 
Nor  when  slie  purposes  return.    Beseech  your  highness. 
Hold  me  your  loyal  servant. 

1  Lord.  Good  my  liege,  _ 
The  day  that  she  was  missing,  he  was  here  : 
I  dare  be  bound  he's  true,  and  shall  perform 
All  parts  of  his  subjection  loyally. 
Por  Cloten, — 

There  wants  no  diligence  in  seeking  him. 
And  will,  no  doubt,  be  found. 

C>/m.  The  time's  ti-oublesome  : 
We'll  slip  you  for  a  season :  but  our  jealousy 
Does  yet  depend.  [To  PiSAxro. 

1  Lord.  So  please  your  majesty, 
The  Homan  legions,  all  from  Gallia  drawn, 
Are  landed  on  your  coast ;  \\\i\\  a  supply 
Of  Eoman  gentlemen,  by  the  senate  sent. 

C'l/m.  Now  for  the  counsel  of  toy  son,  and  queen  I — 
I  am  amazed  with  matter.* 

1  Lord.  Good  my  liege, 
Your  preparation  can  affront  t  no  less 

Than  what  you  hear  of:  come  more,  for  more  you're  ready : 
The  want  is,  but  to  put  those  powers  in  motion. 
That  long  to  move. 

Cym.  I  thank  you  :  let's  withdraw : 
And  meet  the  time,  as  it  seeks  us.     \\c  fear  not 
"What  can  from  Italy  annoy  us  ;  but 
We  grieve  at  chances  here. — Away.  'Exeunt. 

Pis.  I  heard  no  letter  from  my  master,  since 
Ijvrote  to  him,  Imogen  was  slain  :  'Tis  .strange  : 
Nor  hear  I  from  my  mistress,  \vho  did  promise 
To  yield  me  often  tidings:  Neither  know  I 
What  is  betid  to  Cloten ;  but  remain 
Perplex'd  in  all.    The  heavens  still  must  work  : 
Wherein  I  am  false,  I  am  honest :  not  true,  to  be  true. 
These  present  wars  shall  iind  I  love  my  country, 
Even  to  the  notej  o'the  kincr,  or  I'll  fall  in  them. 
All  other  doubts,  l)y  time  let  them  be  clear'd  : 
Portunc  l)rings  in  some  boats,  that  are  not  steer'il.  \_Exit. 

SCENE  LV.—Pr-fore  tlie  Cave. 

Eulcr  13ELAKIUS,  GUIDEEIL'S,  Old  AuVIIiAGCS. 

Cut.  The  noise  is  round  al)out  us. 
*  Cor.fo'.Uilcd  by  a  VcOi-iety  of  business.  -^  Kncountcr.  t  Notice. 
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Bel.  Let  us  from  it. 

Ai-v.  What  pleasure,  Sir,  find  we  in  life,  to  lock  it 
rrom  action  and  adventure  ? 

Qui.  Nay,  ■what  hope 
Have  we  in  hiding  us  ?  this  way  the  Romans 
]Must  or  for  Britons  slay  us,  or  receive  us 
I'or  barbarous  and  unnatural  revolts  * 
During  their  use,  and  slay  us  after. 

Bel.  Sons, 
We'll  higher  to  the  mountains  ;  there  secure  us. 
To  the  king's  party  there's  no  going ;  newness 
Of  Cloten's  death  (we  being  not  known,  nor  muster'd 
Among  the  bands)  may  drive  us  to  a  renderf, 
Where  we  have  lived ;  and  so  extort  from  us 
That  which  we  have  done,  whose  answer  would  be  death 
Drawn  on  with  torture. 

Gid.  This  is.  Sir,  a  doubt, 
In  such  a  time,  nothing  becoming  you, 
Nor  satisfying  us. 

Arv.  It  is  not  likely, 
That  when  they  hear  the  Homan  horses  neigh. 
Behold  their  quartor'd  iires,  have  both  their  eyes 
And  ears  so  cloy'd  importantly  as  now. 
That  they  ^^^ll  waste  their  time  upon  our  note,^ 
To  know  from  whence  we  are. 

Bel.  O,  I  am  known 
Of  many  in  the  army :  many  years, 
Though  Cloten  then  but  young,  you  see,  not  wore  him 
Prom  my  remembrance.    And,  besides,  the  king 
Hath  not  deserved  my  service,  nor  your  loves  ; 
Who  find  in  my  exile  the  want  of  breeding. 
The  certainty  of  this  hard  life ;  aye  hopeless 
To  have  the  courtesy  your  cradle  promised. 
But  to  be  still  hot  summer's  tanlings,  and 
The  shrinking  slaves  of  winter. 

Oni.  Than  be  so, 
Better  to  cease  to  be.    Pray,  Sir,  to  the  army : 
I  and  my  brother  are  not  known  ;  yourself. 
So  out  of  thought,  and  thereto  so  o'ergrown,§ 
Cannot  be  question'd. 

Arv.  By  this  sun  that  shines, 
I'll  thither :  What  thing  is  it,  that  I  never 
Did  see  man  die  ?  scarce  ever  look'd  on  blood, 
But  that  of  coward  hares,  hot  goats,  and  venison  ? 
Never  bestrid  a  horse,  save  one,  that  had 
A  rider  like  myself,  who  ne'er  wore  rowel 
Nor  iron  on  his  heel  ?  I  am  ashamed 
To  look  upon  the  holy  sun,  to  have 
The  benefit  of  his  bless'd  beams  remaining 
So  long  a  poor  unknown. 

Giii.  By  heavens,  I'll  go  : 

*  Revolters.  t  Account. 

t  Noticinjj  us.  J  With  beard. 
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If  you  will  bless  nie,  Sir,  r.nd  give  me  leave, 
I'll  take  ihe  better  care ;  but  it'  you  will  not. 
The  hazard  therefore  due  fall  on  me,  by 
The  hands  of  Ilomans  ! 

Arv.  So  say  I;  Amen. 

JBel.  1^0  reason  I,  since  on  your  lives  you  set 
So  slight  a  valuation,  should  reserve 
My  crack'd  one  to  more  care.    Have  with  you,  boys  : 
If  in  your  country  wars  you  chance  to  die. 
That  is  my  bed  too,  lads,  and  there  I'll  lie : 
Lead,  lead.— The  time  seems  long ;  their  blood  thinks  scorn, 

[Aside. 
Till  it  fly  out,  and  show  them  princes  born.  ^[Exetmf. 


ACT  Y. 

iSCl^yj'J  I. — A  Field  hetween  tlte  Uritish  and  Roman  Camjys. 
Enter  POSTHUMUS,  tcith  a  idoody  handkerchief. 

Post.  Yea,  bloody  cloth,  I'll  keep  thee ;  for  I  Avish'd 
Thou  shouldst  be  colour'd  thus.    You  married  ones, 
If  each  of  y<ni  would  take  this  course,  how  many 
Must  murder  wives  much  belter  than  themselves, 
li'or  wrying  *  but  a  little  ? — O,  Pisanio  ! 
Every  t^ood  servant  does  not  all  commands : 
No  bond,  but  to  do  just  ones. — Gods  !  if  you 
Should  have  ta'ea  vengeance  on  my  faults,  I  never 
Had  lived  to  put  on  t  this :  so  had  you  saved 
The  noble  Imogen  to  repent ;  and  struck 
]Me  wretch,  more  worth  your  vengeance.    But,  alnck, 
You  snatch  some  hence  for  little  faults  ;  that's  love. 
To  have  them  I'all  no  more :  you  some  permit 
To  second  ills  with  ills,  each  elder  worse  ; 
And  make  them  drc:ul  it  to  the  doer's  thrift. 
But  Imogen  is  your  own :  Uo  your  best  wills, 
And  make  me  bless'd  to  obey  ! — I  am  brought  hither 
Among  the  Italian  gentry,  and  to  tight 
Against  my  lady's  kingdom :  'Tis  enough 
That,  Britain,  I  liave  kilFd  thy  mistress ;  peace  ! 
I'll  give  no  wound  to  thee.     Therefore,  good  heavens, 
Hear  patiently  my  imrpose:  I'll  disrobe  me 
Of  these  Italian  weeds,  and  suit  myself 
As  does  a  Ih-iton  i)easant:  so  I'll  fight 
Against  the  part  1  come  with  ;  so  ]'ll  die 
J'or  thee,  O  Imogen,  even  for  w  horn  my  life 
Is,  every  breath,  a  death  :  and  thus,  unknown. 
Pitied  nor  hated,  to  the  face  of  peril 
^lyself  I'll  dedicate.    Let  me  make  m^^n  know 
iloro  valour  in  me,  than  my  habits  shov^^ 
Gods,  ])ut  tlie  strengih  o'  the  Leonafi  in  me  ! 
To  shame  the  guise  o'  the  world,  I  will  bogin 
I'he  fashion,  less  without,  and  more  \vitliin.  '  Ki-ii. 

*  Deviating- from  t!ic  riiflit  way.  •-  Incite,  inJti^jate. 
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SCJENi:  II.— The  same. 

Mnter  at  one  side,  LuciTJS,  IaCHIMO,  and  the  Soman  Army ; 
at  the  other  side  the  British  Army ;  Leonatus  Posthdmus 
following  it,  like  a  poor  Soldier.  They  march  over,  and  go  out. 
Alarums.  Then  enter  again  in  skirmish,  Iachimo  and  POST- 
HUMrs :  he  vanquisheth  and  disarmeth  Iachimo,  and  then 
leaves  him. 

lach.  This  heaviness  and  guilt  within  my  bosom 
Takes  off  my  manhood :  I  have  belied  a  lady, 
The  princess  of  this  country,  and  the  air  on't 
E«vengingly  enfeebles  me ;  Or  could  this  carl,* 
A  very  drudge  of  nature's,  have  subdued  me, 
In  my  profession  ?  Knighthoods  and  honours,  borne 
As  I  wear  mine,  are  titles  but  of  scorn. 
If  that  thy  gentry,  Britain,  go  before 
This  lout,  as  he  exceeds  our  lords,  the  odds 
Is,  that  we  scarce  are  men,  and  you  are  gods.  [Exif. 

The  Sattle  continues ;  the  Britons  fly ;  Cymbeline  is  taken : 

then  enter  to  his  rescue,  BELABirs,  GUIDEEIUS,  and  Aevi- 

EAGUS. 

Bel.  Stand,  stand !  "VYe  have  the  advantage  of  the  ground 
The  lane  is  guarded :  nothing  routs  us,  but 
The  villany  of  our  fears. 

Giti.  Arv.  Stand,  stand,  and  fight ! 

JEnter   POSTHUMI'S,    and    seconds    tJie    Britons :    They  rescue 

Cymbeline,  and  exeunt.     Then,  enter  Lucius,  Iachisio,  and 

Imogen. 

Luc.  Away,  boy,  from  the  troops,  and  save  thyself: 
For  friends  kill  friends,  and  the  disorder 's  such 
As  war  were  hood-wink'd. 

lach.  "Tis  their  fresh  supplies. 

Luc.  It  is  a  day  turn'd  strangely :  or  betimes 
Let's  reinforce,  or  fly.  [Exeunt. 

SCENE  III.— Another  Part  of  the  Field. 
Enter  POSTHUMUS  and  a  British  LoRD. 
Lord.  Cam'st  thou  from  where  they  made  the  stand  ? 
Post.  I  did : 
Though  you,  it  seems,  come  from  the  fliers. 
Lord.  I  did. 

Post.  No  blame  be  to  you.  Sir  ;  for  all  was  lost. 
But  that  the  heavens  fought ;  The  king  himself 
Of  his  wings  destitute,  the  army  broken, 
And  but  the  backs  of  Britons  seen,  all  flying 
Through  a  strait  lane ;  the  enemy  full-hearted, 
Lolling  the  tongue  with  slaughtering,  having  work 
More  plentiful  than  tools  to  do't,  struck  down 
Some  mortally,  some  slightly  touch'd,  some  falling 
Merely  througn  fear ;  that  the  strait  pass  was  damm'd 
*  Churl,  peasant. 
VOL.  lY.  E 
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"With  dead  men,  hurt  behind,  and  cowards  li\  ing 
To  die  Avith  lengthcn'd  shame. 

Lord.  AVhcre  was  this  lane  ? 

Fost.  Close  by  the  battle,  ditch'd,  and  wall'd  with  turf; 
TVhich  gave  advantage  to  an  ancient  soldier, — 
An  lionest  one,  I  warrant ;  who  deserved 
So  hnig  a  breeding,  as  his  white  beard  came  to, 
In  doing  this  for  his  country ; — athwart  the  lane, 
He,  with  two  striplings  (lads  more  like  to  run 
The  country  base,  *  than  to  commit  such  slaughter ; 
"With  faces  fit  for  masks,  or  rather  fairer 
Tha-n  those  for  preservation  cased,  or  shame), t 
Made  good  the  passage ;  cried  to  those  that  fled, 
Our  Britain's  harts  die  flying,  not  our  men  : 
To  darkness  fleet,  souls  that  fly  hacTcivards  I  Stand; 
Or  tee  are  Momans,  and  will  give  you  that 
LiJce  leasts,  ichich  you  shun  beastly ;  and  may  save, 
B%it  to  look  hack  in  frown:  stand,  stand. — These  three, 
Three  thousand  confident,  in  act  as  many 
(For  three  performers  are  the  file,  when  all 
The  rest  do  nothing),  with  this  word,  stand,  stand, 
Accommodated  by  the  place,  more  charming, 
"With  their  own  nobleness  (which  could  have  turu'd 
A  distaff  to  a  lance),  gilded  pale  looks. 
Part,  shame,  part,  spirit  ronew'd ;  that  some,  turn'd  coward 
But  by  example  (0,  a  sin  in  war, 
Damn'd  in  the  first  beginners  !)  'gan  to  look 
The  way  that  they  did,  and  to  grin  like  lions 
Upon  the  pikes  o'  the  hunters.    Then  began 
A  stop  i'  the  chaser,  a  retire ;  anon, 
A  rout,  confusion  thick :  Forthwith  they  fly 
Chickens,  the  way  which  they  stoop'd  eagles  ;  slaves, 
Tlio  strides  they  victors  made :  and  now  our  cowards 
(Like  fragments  in  hard  voyages)  became 
The  life  o'  the  need ;  having  found  the  back-door  open 
Of  the  unguarded  hearts,  lleavens,  how  they  wound ! 
Some,  slain  before;  some,  dying ;  some,  their  friends 
O'erborne  i'  the  former  wave  :  ten,  chaced  by  one, 
Are  now  each  one  the  slaughter-man  of  t\vonty : 
Those,  that  ^vould  die  or  ere  resist,  are  grown 
The  mortal  bugs  J  o'  the  field. 

Lord.  This  was  strange  chance  : 
A  narrowlane  !  an  old  man,  and  two  boys  ! 

Post.  Nay,  do  not  wonder  at  it :  You  are  made 
Rather  to  wonder  at  the  things  you  hear, 
Than  to  work  any.    "\^'ill  you  rliymo  upon't, 
And  vent  it  for  a  mockery  ?  Here  is  one : 
Two  boys,  an  old  man  twice  a  boy,  a  lane, 
Preserved  the  Britons,  was  the  lioinaus'  bane. 

Lord.  Nay,  bo  not  angry,  Sir. 

Post.  'Lack,  to  what  end  ? 
Who  dares  not  stand  his  foe,  I'll  be  his  friend  : 

*  Prisoner's  base.  t  Modesty.  t  Bugbears. 
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For  if  he'll  do,  as  he  is  made  to  do, 

I  know,  he'll  quickly  fly  my  friendship  too. 

You  have  put  me  into  rhyme. 

Lord.  Farewell,  you  are  angrj'.  [^Exit. 

Post.  Still  going  ? — This  is  a  lord  !  O  noble  misery  ! 
To  be  i'  the  field,  and  ask,  what  news,  of  me  ! 
To-day,  how  many  would  have  given  their  honours 
To  have  saved  their  carcasses  ?  took  heel  to  do't, 
And  yet  died  too  ?  I,  in  mine  own  v.oc  charm'd. 
Could  not  find  death,  where  I  did  hear  him  groan  ; 
Nor  feel  him  where  he  struck :  Being  an  ugly  monst«r, 
'Tis  strange,  he  hides  him  in  fresh  cups,  soft  beds. 
Sweet  words ;  or  hath  more  ministers  than  we 
That  draw  his  knives  i'  the  war. — "Well,  I  will  find  him : 
For,  being  now  a  favourer  to  the  Eoman, 
No  more  a  Briton,  I  have  resumed  again 
The  part  I  came  in  :  Fight  I  will  no  more, 
But  yield  me  to  the  veriest  hind,  that  shall 
Once  touch  my  shoulder.    Great  the  slaughter  is 
Here  made  by  the  Eoman  ;  great  the  answer  be 
Britons  must  take ;  for  me,  my  ransom 's  death ; 
On  either  side  I  come  to  spend  my  breath, 
Which  neither  here  I'll  keep,  nor  bear  again. 
But  end  it  by  some  means  for  Imogen. 

Enter  tico  British  Captaixs,  and  Soldiers. 

1  Cap.  Great  Jupiter  be  praised  !  Lucius  is  taken  ; 
'Tis  thought  the  old  man  and  his  sons  were  angels. 

2  Cap.  There  was  a  fourth  man,  in  a  silly  *  habit, 
That  gave  the  afl'ront  f  with  them. 

1  Cap.  So  'tis  reported : 

But  none  of  them  can  be  found. — Stand !  who  is  there  ? 

Post.  A  Eoman, 
AVho  had  not  now  been  drooping  here,  if  seconds 
Had  answer'd  him. 

2  Cap.  Lay  hands  on  him  ;  a  dog  ! 
A  leg  of  Eome  shall  not  return  to  t«ll 

What  crows  have  peck'd  them  here  :  He  brags  his  service 
As  if  he  were  of  note  :  bring  him  to  the  king. 

Enter  Cymbeline,  attended;  BELAKirs,  GuiDEEirs,  Aevx- 
RAGUS,  PiSANiO,  and  Roman  Captives.  The  Captains  pre- 
sent PoSTHUMUS  to  Cymbeline,  u-ho  delivers  him  over  to  a 
Jailer  :  after  which,  all  go  out. 

SCENE  ir.—A  Prison. 
Enter  PoSTHUMUS,  a-nd  two  Jaileks. 

1  Jail.  You  shall  not  now  be  stolen,  you  have  looks  upon  you ; 
So,  graze,  as  you  find  pasture. 

2  Jail.  Ay,  or  a  stomach.  [E.reunt  JaILEKS. 
Post.  Most  welcome,  bondage !  for  thou  art  a  way, 

I  think,  to  liberty :  ^'et  am  I  better 

*  Rustic.  t  .-Mtack. 

E2 
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Than  one  that's  sick  o'  the  gout :  since  he  had  rather 

Groan  so  in  perpetuity,  than  be  cured 

By  the  sure  physician,  death  ;  who  is  the  key 

To  unbar  these  locks.    My  conscience  !  thou  art  fett«r'd 

More  than  my  shanks,  and  wrists :  You  good  gods,  give  me 

The  penitent  instrument,  to  pick  that  bolt, 

Then,  free  for  ever  !    Is't  enough,  I  am  sorry  ? 

So  children  temporal  fathers  do  appease ; 

Gods  are  more  full  of  mercy.    Must  I  repent  ? 

I  cannot  do  it  better  than  in  gyves,* 

Desired,  more  than  constrained :  to  satisfy. 

If  of  my  freedom  'tis  the  main  part,  take 

No  stricter  render  of  me,  than  my  all. 

I  know,  you  are  more  clement  than  vile  men, 

"Who  of  their  broken  debtors  take  a  third, 

A  sixth,  a  tenth,  letting  them  thrive  again 

On  their  abatement ;  that's  not  my  desire  : 

Por  Imogen's  dear  life,  take  mine ;  and  though 

'Tis  not  so  dear,  yet  'tis  a  life :  you  coin'd  it : 

'Tween  man  and  man,  they  weigh  not  every  stamp ; 

Though  light,  take  pieces  for  the  figure's  sake  : 

You  rather  mine,  being  yours  :  And  so,  great  powers. 

If  you  will  take  this  audit,  take  this  life, 

And  cancel  these  cold  bonds.    O  Imogen  ! 

I'll  speak  to  thee  in  silence.  [iTi?  slepps. 

Solemn  music.  Enter,  as  an  Apparition,  SiClLirs  Leon.A.TUS, 
Father  to  FoSTJITMVf^,  an  old  Man,  attiredlike  a  Warrior; 
leading  in  his  hand  an  ancient  Matron,  his  Wife,  and  Mother 
to  POSTHUMUS,  icith  music  before  them.  Then,  after  other 
music,  follow  the  two  young  Leonati,  Brothers  to  PosT- 
HrMIJS,  with  wounds,  as  they  died  in  the  wars.  They  circle 
PosTHVSirs  round,  as  he  lies  sleeping. 

Sici.  No  more,  thou  thunder  master,  show 
Thy  spite  on  mortal  flies  : 
With  Mars  fall  out,  with  Juno  chide. 
That  thy  adulteries 

Rates,  and  revenges. 
Hath  my  poor  boy  done  aught  but  well, 

AVhose  face  I  never  saw  ? 
I  died,  whilst  in  the  womb  he  stay'd 

Attending  Nature's  law. 
"UTiose  father  then  (as  men  report, 

Thou  orphans'  father  art) 
Thou  shouldst  have  been,  and  shielded  him, 
Prom  this  earth-vexing  smart. 
Moth.  Lucina  lent  not  me  her  aid, 
But  took  me  in  my  throes  ; 
That  from  me  was  Posthuuius  ript, 
Came  crying  'mongst  his  foes, 
A  thing  of  pity  ! 

*  Fetters. 
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Sid.  Great  Nature,  like  his  ancestry, 
Moulded  the  stuff  so  lair, 
That  he  deserved  the  praise  o'  the  world. 
As  great  Sicilius'  heir. 

1  JBro.  "When  once  he  was  mature  for  man. 
In  Britain  where  was  he 

That  could  stand  up  his  parallel ; 

Or  fruitful  object  be 
In  eye  of  Imogen,  that  best 
Could  deem  his  dignity  ? 
Moth.  AVith  marriage  wherefore  was  he  mock'd. 
To  be  exiled  and  thrown 
From  Leonati'  seat,  and  cast 
From  her  his  dearest  one, 
Sweet  Imogen  ? 
Sici.  Why  did  you  suffer  lachimo, 
Slight  thing  of  Italy, 
To  taint  his  nobler  heart  and  brain 

"With  needless  jealousy ; 
And  to  become  the  geek*  and  scorn 
O'  the  other's  villany  ? 

2  Bro.  For  this,  from  stiller  seats  we  came. 
Our  parents,  and  us  twain, 

That,  striking  in  our  country's  cause, 

Fell  bravely,  and  were  slain  ; 
Our  fealty,  and  Tenantius'  right, 

With  honour  to  maintain. 

1  Bro.  Like  hardiment  Posthumus  hath 
To  Cymbeline  perform'd : 

Then  Jupiter,  thou  king  of  gods. 

Why  hast  thou  thus  adjouru'd 
The  graces  for  his  merits  due ; 
Being  all  to  dolours  turn'd  ? 
Sici.  The  crystal  window  ope ;  look  out ; 
No  longer  exercise, 
Upon  a  valiant  race,  thy  harsh 
And  potent  injuries : 
Moth.  Since,  Jupiter,  our  sou  is  good, 

Take  off  his  miseries. 
Sici.  Peep  through  thy  marble  mansion ;  help ! 
Or  we  poor  ghosts  will  cry 
To  the  shining  synod  of  the  rest, 
Against  thy  deity. 

2  £ro.  Help,  Jupiter ;  or  we  appeal. 
And  from  thy  justice  fly. 

Jupiter  descends  in  Thunder  and  Liahtning,  sitting  upon  an 
Eagle :  he  throws  a  Thunder-bolt.  The  Ghosts  fall  on  th^r  knees, 

Jup.  No  more,  you  petty  spirits  of  region  low. 
Offend  our  hearing;  hush  ! — How  dare  you  ghosts 

Accuse  the  thunderer,  whose  bolt  you  know. 
Sky-planted,  batters  all  rebelling  coasts  ? 
*  The  fool. 
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Poor  shadows  of  Elysium,  hence ;  and  rest 

Upon  your  never-withering  banks  of  flowers : 
Be  not  with  mortal  accidents  oppress'd ; 

No  care  of  yours  it  is,  you  know,  'tis  ours. 
Whom  best  I  love,  I  cross ;  to  make  my  gift, 

The  more  delay'd,  delighted.    Be  content ; 
Your  low-laid  son  our  godhead  will  uplift : 

His  comforts  thrive,  his  trials  well  are  spent. 
Our  jovial  star  reign'd  at  his  birth,  and  in 

Our  temple  was  he  married. — lli?e,  and  fade ! — 
He  shall  be  lord  of  lady  Imogen, 

And  happier  much  by  his  affliction  made. 
This  tablet  lay  upon  his  breast ;  wherein 

Our  pleasure  his  full  fortune  doth  confine ; 
And  so,  away  :  no  further  i\  ith  your  din 

Express  impatience,  lest  you  stir  up  mine. — 

?tIount,  eagle,  to  my  palace  crystalline.  [Ascends. 

Sici.  He  came  in  thunder ;  his  celestial  breath 
AVas  sulphurous  to  smell :  the  holy  eagle 
Stoop'd,  as  to  foot  us:*  his  ascension  is 
More  sweet  than  our  blest  fields  :  his  royal  bird 
Prunes  the  immortal  wing,  and  cloys  his  beak, 
As  when  his  god  is  pleaded. 

All.  Thanks,  Jupiter  ! 

Sici.  The  marble  pavement  closes,  he  is  enter'd 
His  radiant  roof: — Away  !  and,  to  be  blest, 
Let  us  with  care  perform  his  great  behest.  [Ghosts  vanish. 

Post,  [waking].  Sleep,  thou  hast  been  a  grandsire,  and  begot 
A  father  to  me :  and  thou  hast  created 
A  mother  and  two  brothers:  But  (0  scorn  !) 
Gone  !  they  went  hence  so  soon  as  they  were  born. 
And  so  I  am  awake. — Poor  •wretches  that  depend 
On  greatness'  favour,  dream  as  I  have  done ; 
"VVake,  and  luid  nothing. — But,  alas,  I  swerre  : 
Many  dream  not  to  find,  neither  deserve. 
And  yet  are  steep'd  in  favours ;  .so  am  I, 
That  have  this  golden  chance,  and  know  not  why. 
What  fairies  haunt  this  ground  ?    A  book  ?    O,  rare  one ! 
35e  not,  as  is  our  fangled  world,  a  garment 
Nobler  than  that  it  covers  :  let  thy  effects 
So  follow,  to  be  most  unlike  our  courtiers. 
As  good  a.s  promise. 
[Peads.]    When   as  a   lio?is  tvJielp  shall,   to   himself  unhnou-n, 

without  .seeking  Ji))d,  atul  he  embraced  by  a  j)iece  of  tender  air  ; 

and  tchen  from  a  stately  cedar  shall  be  lopped  branches,  vhich, 

leing  dead  many  years,  shall  after  revive,  be  jointed  to  the  old 

stock,  and  freshly  groiv ;  then  shall  Fosthtimv.s  end  his  mise- 
ries, Britain  be  fortunate,  and  flourish  in  peace  and  plenty 
'Tis  still  a  dream ;  or  else  such  stufi'ns  madmen 
Ton:.Cue,  and  brain  not :  either  ])otli,  or  nothing : 
Or  senseless  speaking,  or  a  speaking  such 

*  Grasp  us. 
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As  sense  cannot  untie.  Be  what  it  Ls, 
The  action  of  my  life  is  like  it,  which 
111  keep,  if  but  for  sympathy. 

He-enter  Jailer?. 

Jail.  Come,  Sir,  are  you  ready  for  death  ? 

Fost.  Over-roasted  rather :  ready  long  ago. 

Jail.  Hanging  is  the  word,  Sir ;  if  you  be  ready  for  that,  you 
are  well  cooked. 

Fost.  So,  if  I  prove  a  good  repast  to  the  spectators,  the  dish 
pays  the  shot. 

Jail.  A  heav-y  reckoning  for  you,  Sir :  But  the  comfort  is,  you 
shall  be  called  to  no  more  payments,  fear  no  more  tavern  bills ; 
which  are  often  the  sadness  of  parting,  as  the  procuring  of 
mirth  :  you  come  iu  faint  for  want  of  meat,  depart  reeling  with 
too  much  drink;  sorry  that  you  have  paid  too  much,  and  sorry 
that  you  are  paid  too  much ;  purse  and  brain  both  empty  :  the 
brain  the  heavier  for  being  too  light,  the  purse  too  light,  being 
drawn*  of  heaviness:  O  !  of  this  contradiction  you  shall  now  be 
quit. — 0  the  charity  of  a  penny  cord  !  it  sums  up  thousands  in 
a  trice :  you  have  no  true  debitor  and  creditor  but  it :  of  what's 
past,  is,  and  to  come,  the  discharge : — Your  neck,  Sir,  is  pen, 
book,  and  counters :  so  the  acquittance  follows. 

Post.  I  am  merrier  to  die,  than  thou  art  to  live. 

Jail.  Indeed,  Sir,  he  that  sleeps  feels  not  the  tooth-ache  :  But 
a  man  that  were  to  sleep  your  sleep,  and  a  hangman  to  help  him 
to  bed,  I  think,  he  would  change  places  with  his  officer :  for,  look 
you,  Sir,  you  know  not  which  way  you  shall  go. 

Fost.  Yes,  indeed,  do  I,  fellow. 

Jail.  Your  death  has  eyes  in's  head  then;  I  have  not  seen 
him  so  pictured :  you  must  either  be  directed  by  some  that  take 
upon  them  to  know;  or  take  upon  yourself  that,  which  I  am 
sure  you  do  not  know;  or  jump  the  after-inquiry  on  your  own 
peril :  and  how  you  shall  speed  in  your  journey's  end,  I  think 
you'll  never  return  to  tell  one. 

Post.  I  tell  thee,  fellow,  there  are  none  want  eyes  to  direct 
tbem  the  way  I  am  going,  but  such  as  wink,  and  will  not  use 
them. 

Jail.  What  an  infinite  mock  is  this,  that  a  man  should  have 
the  best  use  of  eye?,  to  see  the  way  of  blindness  !  I  am  sure, 
lianging  's  the  way  of  winking. 

J£nter  a  Messexgee. 

Mess.  Knock  off  his  manacles ;  bring  your  prisoner  to  the  king. 

Post.  Thou  bringest  good  news ; — I  am  called  to  be  made  free. 

Jail.  I'll  be  hang'd  then. 

Post.  Thou  shalt  be  then  freer  than  a  jailer ;  no  bolts  for  the 
dead.  VExeunt  PosTHUMrs  and  Messenger. 

Jail.  Unless  a  man  would  marry  a  gallows,  and  beget  young 
gibbets,  I  never  saw  one  so  prone. '  Yet,  on  my  conscience,  there 
are  verier  knaves  desire  to  live,  for  all  he  be  aEomau :  and  there 
be  some  of  them  too,  that  die  against  their  wills  ;  so  should  I,  if 
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I  were  one.  I  \vould  we  were  all  of  one  mind,  and  one  mind 
good;  O,  there  were  desolation  of  jailers,  and  gallowses !  I  speak 
against  my  present  profit ;  but  my  wish  hath  a  preferment  in't. 

[_Exeitnt. 

SCEXE  T'.— Cymbeline's  Tent 

Enter    C'YJIBELINE,    BeLAKIUS,   GuIDERIXJS,    ARVIBAGUS, 
PiSAXlO,  Lords,  Officers,  and  Attendants. 

Cym.  Stand  by  my  side,  you  whom  the  gods  have  made 
Preservers  of  my  throne.    Woe  is  my  heart, 
That  the  poor  soldier,  that  so  richly  fought, 
Whose  rags  shamed  gilded  arms,  whose  naked  breast 
Stepp'd  before  targe  of  proof,  cannot  be  found : 
He  shall  be  happy  that  can  find  him,  if 
Our  grace  can  make  him  so. 

Bel.  I  never  saw 
Such  noble  fury  in  so  poor  a  thing  ; 
Such  precious  deeds  in  one  that  promised  nought 
But  beggary  and  poor  looks. 

Cym.  No  tidings  of  him  ? 

Pis.  He  hath  been  search'd  among  the  dead  and  living. 
But  no  trace  of  him. 

Cym.  To  my  g'-ief,  I  am 
The  heir  of  his  reward ;  which  I  will  add 
To  you,  the  liver,  heart,  and  brain  of  Britain, 

'To  Belaritts,  GriDERius,  and  AEVIEAGtrs. 
By  whom,  I  grant,  she  lives ;  '"Tis  now  the  time 
To  ask  of  whence  you  are : — report  it. 

Bel.  Sir, 
In  Cambria  are  we  born,  and  gentlemen  : 
Further  to  boa.st,  were  neither  true  nor  modest, 
L'nless  I  add,  we  are  honest. 

Cym.  Bow  your  knees : 
Arise  my  knights  o'  the  battle :  I  create  you 
Companions  to  our  person,  and  will  fit  you 
"With  dignities  becoming  your  estates. 

Enter  COKNELirs  and  LaDIES. 
There's  business  in  these  faces  : — "Why  so  sadly 
Greet  you  our  victijry  ?    You  look  like  Eomanis, 
And  not  o'  the  court  of  Britain. 

Cor.  Hail,  trreat  king  ! 
To  sour  your  happiness,  I  must  report 
The  queen  is  deaif. 

Cym.  AVhom  worse  than  a  physician 
"Would  this  rc'iiort  become  ?    But  I  consider, 
By  medicine  life  may  be  prolonged,  yet  death 
"\Yill  seize  the  doctor  too. — How  ended  she? 

Cor.  With  horror,  madly  dying,  like  her  life ; 
"Which,  being  cruel  to  the  world,  concluded 
Most  cruel  to  herself    "What  she  confess'd, 
I  will  report,  so  please  you  :  These  her  women 
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Can  trip  mc,  if  I  err :  who,  with  wet  cheeks, 
"Were  present  when  she  finish'd. 

Cym.  Pr'ythee,  say. 

Cor.  First,  she  confess'd  she  never  loved  you  ;  only 
Affected  greatness  got  by  you,  not  you : 
Married  your  royalty,  was  wife  to  your  place  ; 
Abhorr'd  your  person. 

Cyyn.  She  alone  knew  this  : 
And,  but  she  spoke  it  dyiug,  I  would  not 
Believe  her  lips  in  opening  it.    Proceed. 

Cor.  Your  daughter,  whom  she  bore  in  hand*  to  love 
AVith  such  integrity,  she  did  confess 
AVas  as  a  scorpion  to  her  sight ;  whose  life, 
But  that  her  flight  prevented  it,  she  had 
Ta'en  off  by  poLson. 

Cym.  O  most  delicate  fiend ! 
"Who  is't  can  read  a  woman  ? — Is  there  more  ? 

Cor.  More,  Sir,  and  worse. — Slie  did  confess,  she  had 
For  you  a  mortal  mineral ;  which,  being  tookj 
Should  by  the  minute  feed  on  life,  and,  ling'rmg. 
By  inches  w^ste  you :  In  which  time  she  purposed. 
By  watching,  weeping,  tendance,  kissing,  to 
O'ercome  you  witn  her  show :  yes,  and  in  time 
(When  she  had  fitted  you  with  her  craft),  to  work 
Her  son  into  the  adoption  of  the  crown. 
But  failing  of  her  end  by  his  strange  absence, 
Grew  shameless  desperate ;  open'd,  in  despite 
Of  heaven  and  men,  her  purposes ;  repented 
The  enls  she  hatch'd  v.ere  not  effected ;  so. 
Despairing,  died. 

Cym.  Heard  you  all  this,  her  women  ? 

Lady.  AVe  did  so,  please  your  highness. 

Cym.  Mine  eyes 
Were  not  in  fault,  for  she  was  beautiful ; 
Mine  ears,  that  heard  her  flattery ;  nor  my  heart, 
That  thought  her  like  her  seeming ;  it  had  been  vicious, 
To  have  mistrusted  her :  yet,  0  my  daughter  ! 
That  it  was  folly  in  me,  thou  mayst  say. 
And  prove  it  in  thy  feeUng.    Heaven  mend  all ! 

Enter  Lrcius,  Iachimo,  f/^e  SooTHSAYEE,  and  other  Boman 

Prisoners,  guarded;  POSTIICMUS  behind,  and  IMOGEN. 
Thou  com'st  not,  Caius,  now  for  tribute ;  that 
The  Britons  have  razed  out,  though  with  the  loss 
Of  many  a  bold  one  ;  whose  kinsmen  have  made  suit. 
That  their  good  souls  may  be  appeased  with  slaughter 
Of  you  their  captives,  which  ourself  have  granted  ; 
So,  think  of  your  estate. 

Luc.  Consider,  Sir,  the  chance  of  war  :  the  day 
AVas  yours  by  accident ;  had  it  gone  with  us, 
We  should  not,  when  the  blood  was  cool,  have  threaten'd 

*  Pretended. 


250  CTMBELINE.  [ACT  V. 

Our  prisoners  with  the  sword.    But  since  the  gods 

Will  have  it  thus,  that  nothing  but  our  lives 

May  be  call'd  ransom,  let  it  come :  sufficeth, 

A  Roman  with  a  Roman's  heart  can  suffer : 

Augustus  lives  to  think  on't :  And  so  much 

For  my  peculiar  care.    This  one  thing  only 

I  will  entreat ;  My  boy,  a  Britain  born. 

Let  him  be  ransom'd :  never  master  had 

A  page  so  kind,  so  duteous,  diligent, 

So  tender  over  his  occasions,  true. 

So  feat,*  so  nurse-like  :  let  his  virtue  join 

With  my  request,  which,  I'll  make  bold,  your  highness 

Cannot  deny ;  he  hath  done  no  Briton  hai*m. 

Though  he  have  serv'd  a  Roman :  save  him,  Sir, 

And  spare  no  blood  beside. 

Cym.  I  have  surely  seen  him  : 
His  favourt  is  familiar  to  me. — 
Boy,  thou  hast  look'd  thyself  into  my  grace. 
And  art  mine  own. — I  know  not  why,  nor  wherefore, 
To  say,  live,  boy :  ne'er  thank  thy  master ;  live  : 
\nd  ask  of  CjTnbeline  what  boon  thou  wilt,  • 

Fitting  my  bounty,  and  thy  state,  I'll  give  it ; 
Yea,  though  thou  do  demand  a  prisoner, 
The  noblest  ta'en. 

Imo.  I  humbly  thank  your  highness. 

LxKc.  I  do  not  bid  thee  beg  my  life,  good  lad ; 
And  yet,  I  know,  thou  wilt. 

Imo.  No,  no :  alack. 
There's  other  work  in  hand ;  I  see  a  thing 
Bitter  to  me  as  death :  your  life,  good  master, 
3Iust  shuflle  for  itself 

Luc.  The  boy  disdains  me, 
He  leaves  me,  scorns  me  :  Briefly  die  their  jojs, 
That  place  them  on  the  truth  of  girls  and  boys. — 
Why  stands  he  so  perplex'd  ? 

Cym.  What  wouldst  thou,  boy  ? 
I  love  thee  more  and  more ;  think  iiiore  and  more 
What's  best  to  ask.    Know'st  him,  thou  look'st  on  ?  speak, 
Wilt  have  him  live  ?    Is  he  thy  kin  ?    Thy  friend  ? 

Imo.  He  is  a  Roman  ;  no  more  kin  to  me, 
Than  I  to  your  highness ;  who,  being  born  your  vassal. 
Am  something  nearer. 

Cym.  AVherefore  ey'st  him  so  ? 

Imo.  I'll  tell  you.  Sir,  in  private,  if  you  please 
To  give  me  hearing. 

Cym.  Ay,  with  all  my  heart. 
And  lend  my  best  attention.    What's  thy  name  ? 

Imo.  Fidele,  Sir. 

Cym.  Thou  art  my  good  youth,  my  page ; 
111  bo  thy  master  :  AValk  with  me  ;  speak  freely. 

[Cymbeline  ami  Imogen  converse  apart. 

Bel.  Is  not  this  boy  revived  from  death  ? 

*  Ready,  dexterous,  t  Countenance. 
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Arv.  One  sand  another 
Not  more  resembles  :  That  sweet  rosy  lad, 
"Who  died,  and  was  Fidele :— AYhat  think  you  ? 

Gui.  The  same  dead  thing  alive. 

Bel.  Peace,  peace  !  see  further ;  he  eyes  us  not ;  forbear ; 
Creatures  may  be  alike ;  were't  he,  I  am  sure 
He  would  have  spoke  to  us. 

Gui.  But  we  saw  him  dead. 

Jiel.  Be  silent ;  let's  sec  further. 

Fis.  It  is  my  mistress  :  [Aside. 

Since  she  is  living,  let  the  time  run  on, 
To  good,  or  bad.  [Ctmbelixe  and  Imogen  comefarward. 

Ci/m.  Come,  stand  thou  by  our  side : 
Make  thy  demand  aloud.— Sir  [To  Iach.],  step  you  forth ; 
Give  answer  to  this  boy,  and  do  it  freely ; 
Or,  by  our  greatness,  and  the  grace  of  it, 
Which  is  our  honour,  bitter  torture  shall 
Winnow  the  truth  from  falsehood. — On,  speak  to  him. 

Itno.  My  boon  is,  that  this  gentleman  may  render 
Of  whom  he  had  this  ring. 

Fast.  What's  that  to  him  ?  [Aside. 

Cym.  That  diamond  upon  your  finger,  say, 
How  came  it  yours  ? 

lacTi.  Thou'lt  torture  me  to  leave  unspoken  that 
Which,  to  be  spoke,  would  torture  thee. 

Cijm.  How !  me  ? 

Iach.  I  am  glad  to  be  con.strain'd  to  utter  that  which 
Torments  me  to  conceal.    By  villany 
I  got  this  ring ;  'twas  Leonatus'  jewel : 
AVhom  thou  didst  banish  ;  and  (which  more  may  grieve  thee. 
As  it  doth  me),  a  nobler  Sir  ne'er  lived 
'Twixt  sky  and  ground.    Wilt  thou  hear  more,  my  lord  ? 

Cym.  All  that  belongs  to  this. 

Iach.  That  paragon,  thy  daughter, — 
For  whom  my  heart  drops  blood,  and  my  false  spirits 
Quail  to  remember, — Give  me  leave ;  I  faint. 

Cym.  My' daughter!  what  of  her?    Renew  thy  strength  : 
I  had  rather  thou  shouldst  live  while  nature  will. 
Than  die  ere  I  hear  more :  strive,  man,  and  speak. 

Iach.  Upon  a  time  (unhappy  was  the  clock 
That  struck  the  hour  !),  it  was  in  Rome  (accursed 
The  mansion  where  !),  'twas  at  a  feast  (O  'would 
Our  viands  had  been  poison'd  !  or  at  least. 
Those  which  I  heaved  to  head  !),  the  good  Posthumus 
("What  should  I  say  ?  he  was  too  good  to  be 
Where  ill  men  were  ;  and  was  the  best  of  all 
Amongst  the  rar'st  of  good  ones),  sitting  sadly, 
Hearing  us  praise  our  loves  of  Italy 
For  beauty  that  made  barren  the  swell'd  boast 
or  him  that  best  could  speak  :  for  feature,  laming 
The  shrine  of  Venus,  or  straight-pight  Minerva, 
Postures  beyond  brief  nature  ;  for  condition, 
A  shop  of  all  the  qualities  that  man 
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Loves  Avoman  for ;  besides,  that  hook  of  wiving,  ■ 
Fairness  which  strikes  the  eye  : 

C>/m.  I  stand  on  fire : 
Come  to  the  matter. 

lach.  All  too  soon  I  shall. 
Unless  thou  wouldst  grieve  quickl.v. — This  Posthumus 
(Most  like  a  noble  lord  in  love,  and  one 
That  had  a  royal  lover)  took  his  hint ; 
And  not  dispraising  whom  he  praised  (therein 
He  was  as  calm  as  virtue),  he  began 
His  mistress'  picture  ;  which  by  his  tongue  being  made, 
And  then  a  mind  put  in't,  either  our  brags 
Were  crack'd  of  kitchen  trulls,  or  his  description 
Proved  us  unspeaking  sots. 

Cr/m.  Nay,  nay,  to  the  purpose. 

lack.  Your  daughter's  chastity — there  it  begins. 
He  spake  of  her  as*  Dian  had  hot  dreams. 
And  she  alone  were  cold;  "Whereat,  I,  wretch! 
Made  scruple  of  his  praise ;  and  wager'd  with  him 
Pieces  of  gold,  'gainst  this  which  then  he  wore 
Upon  his  honour'd  finger,  to  attain 
In  suit  the  place  of  his  bed,  and  win  this  ring 
By  hers  and  mine  adultery  :  he,  true  knight, 
No  lesser  of  her  honour  confident 
Than  I  did  truly  find  her,  stakes  this  ring ; 
And  would  so,  had  it  been  a  carbuncle 
Of  Phoebus'  wheel ;  and  might  so  safely,  had  it 
Been  all  the  worth  of  his  car.    Away  to  Britain 
Post  I  in  this  design  :  A^'ell  may  you,  Sir, 
Remember  me  at  court,  where  I  was  taught 
Of  your  chaste  daughter  the  wide  difference 
'Twixt  amorous  and  villanous.    Being  thus  quench'd 
Of  hope,  not  longing,  mine  Italian  brain 
'Gan  in  your  duller  Britain  operate 
Most  vilely  ;  for  my  'vantage,  excellent ; 
And,  to  be  brief,  my  practice  so  prevail'd, 
That  I  return'd  with  similar  proof  enough 
To  make  the  noble  Leonatus  mad. 
By  wounding  his  belief  in  her  renown 
With  tokens  thus,  and  thus ;  averring  notes 
Of  chamber-hanging,  pictures,  this  her  bracelet 
(O,  cunning,  how  I  got  it  1),  nay,  some  marks 
Of  secret  on  her  person,  that  he  could  not 
But  think  her  bond  of  chastity  quite  crack'd, 
I  having  ta'cn  the  forfeit.    Whereupon, — 
Methinks,  I  sec  him  now, 

Post.  Ay,  so  thou  dost,  [  Coming  forivard. 

Italian  fiend ! — Ah  me,  most  credulous  fool, 
Egregious  murderer,  thief,  anything 
That's  due  to  all  the  villains  past,  in  being, 
To  come  ! — O,  give  me  cord,  or  knife,  or  poison. 
Some  upright  justicer  !    Thou,  king,  send  out 
*  (If.) 
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For  torturers  ingenious  :  it  is  I 
That  all  the  abhorred  things  o'  the  earth  amend, 
By  bein;j  worse  than  they.    I  am  Posthx'imus, 
That  kill'd  thy  daughter : — villain  like,  I  lie ; 
That  caused  a  lesser  villain  than  myself, 
A  sacrilegious  thief,  to  do't : — the  temple 
Of  virtue  was  she ;  yea,  and  she  *  herself. 
Spit,  and  throw  stones,  cast  mire  upon  me,  set 
The  dogs  o'  the  street  to  bay  me :  every  villain 
Be  call'd  Posthumus  Leonatus  •  and 
Be  villany  less  than  'twas !    0  Imogen  ! 
My  queen,  my  life,  my  wife  !    O  Imogen, 
Imogen,  Imogen  ! 

Imo.  Peace,  my  lord  ;  hear,  hear — 

Post.  Shall's  have  a  play  of  this  ?    Thou  scornful  page, 
There  lie  thy  part.  \_Striking  her :  she  falls. 

Pis.  O  gentlemen,  help,  help 
Mine   and  your  mistress : — O,  my  lord  Posthumus  ! 
You  ne'er  killed  Imogen  till  now : — Help,  help  ! — 
Mine  honour'd  lady ! 

Ci/m.  Does  the  world  go  round  ? 

Post.  How  come  these  staggers  on  me  ? 

Pis.  AVakOj  my  mistress  ! 

Cf/m.  If  this  be  so,  the  gods  do  mean  to  strike  me 
To  death  with  mortal  joy. 

Pis.  How  fares  my  mistress  ? 

Imo.  O,  get  thee  from  my  sight ; 
Thou  gav'st  me  poison  :  dangerous  fellow,  hence  ! 
Breathe  not  where  princes  are. 

Ci/m.  The  tune  of  Imogen  ! 

Pis.  Lady, 
The  gods  throw  stones  of  sulphur  on  me,  if 
That  box  I  gave  you  was  not  thought  by  me 
A  precious  thing ;  I  had  it  from  the  queen. 

Ci/m.  New  matter  still  ? 

Tmo.  It  poison'd  me. 

Cor.  O  gods  ! 
I  left  out  one  thing  which  the  queen  confess'd, 
Which  must  approve  thee  honest :  If  Pisanio 
Have,  said  she,  given  his  mistress  that  confection 
"Which  I  gave  him  for  a  cordial,  she  is  served 
As  I  would  serve  a  rat. 

Ct/m.  What's  this,  Cornelius  ? 

Cor.  The  queen,  Sir,  very  oft  importuned  me 
To  temper  t  poisons  for  her ;  still  pretending 
The  satisfaction  of  her  knowledge,  only 
In  killing  creatures  vile,  as  cats  and  dogs 
Of  no  esteem :  I,  dreading  that  her  purpose 
Wa.s  of  more  danger,  did  compoimd  for  her 
A  certain  stuff,  which,  being  ta'en,  would  cease 
The  present  power  of  life ;  but,  in  short  time, 

*  /.  e.  virtue.  t  Compound. 
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All  ofl&ces  of  nature  should  again 

Do  their  due  functions. — Have  you  ta'en  of  it  ? 

Imo.  Most  like  I  did,  for  I  was  dead. 

Bel.  My  boys, 
There  was  our  error. 

Gui.  This  is  sure,  Fidele. 

Imo.  Why  did  you  throw  your  wedded  lady  from  you  ? 
Think,  that  you  are  upon  a  rock  ;  and  now 
Throw  me  again.  'lEmhracing  him. 

Post.  Hang  there  like  fruit,  my  soul, 
Till  the  tree  die  ! 

Cym.  How  now,  my  flesh,  my  child  ? 
What,  mak'st  thou  me  a  dullard  in  this  act  ? 
Wilt  thou  not  speak  to  me  ? 

Imo.  Your  blessing,  Sir.  [Kneeling. 

Bel.  Though  you  did  love  this  youth,  I  blame  ye  not ; 
You  had  a  motive  for't.  [To  Guidebius  and  Akvieagus. 

Cym.  My  tears  that  fall, 
Prove  holy  water  on  thee !    Imogen, 
Thy  mother 's  dead. 

Imo.  I  am  sorry  for't,  my  lord. 

Cym.  0,  she  was  naught ;  and  'long  of  her  it  was. 
That  WQ  meet  here  so  strangely  :  But  her  son 
Is  gone,  we  know  not  how,  nor  where. 

Pis.  My  lord. 
Now  fear  is  from  me.    I'll  speak  troth.    Lord  Cloten, 
Upon  my  lady's  missing,  came  to  me 
With  his  sword  drawn  ;  foam'd  at  the  mouth,  and  swore, 
If  I  discover'd  not  wliich  May  she  \^'as  gone, 
It  was  my  instant  death :  By  accident, 
I  had  a  feign'd  letter  of  my  master's 
Then  in  my  pocket ;  which  directed  him 
To  seek  her  on  the  mountains  near  to  Milford ; 
Where,  in  a  frenzy,  in  my  master's  garments, 
AVhich  he  inforced  from  me,  away  he  posts 
With  unchaste  pui'pose,  and  with  oath  to  violate 
]My  lady's  honour :  what  became  of  him, 
I  further  know  not. 

Gui.  Let  me  end  the  story : 
I  slew  him  there. 

Cym.  Marry,  the  gods  forfend  !  * 
I  would  not  thy  good  deeds  should  from  my  lips 
Pluck  a  hard  sentence :  pr'ythee,  valiant  youth, 
Deny't  again. 

Gv.i.  I  have  spoke  it,  and  I  did  it. 

Cym.  He  was  a  prince. 

Gui.  A  most  uncivil  one  :  The  MTongs  he  did  me 
Were  nothing  prince-like  ;  for  he  did  provoke  me 
With  language  that  would  make  me  f^purn  tlie  sca^ 
If  it  could  roar  so  to  me ;  I  cut  ofF's  head  ; 
And  am  right  glad,  he  is  not  standing  here 
To  tell  this  tale  of  mine. 

Cym.  I  am  sorrv  for  thee  : 
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By  thine  own  tongue  thou  art  condemn'd,  and  must 
Endure  our  law :  Thou  art  dead. 

Imo.  That  headless  man 
I  thought  had  been  my  lord. 

Cym.  Bind  the  offender, 
And  take  him  from  our  presence. 

Bel.  Stay,  Sir  king : 
This  man  is  better  than  the  man  he  slew, 
As  well  descended  as  thyself;  and  hath 
More  of  thee  merited,  than  a  band  of  Clotens 
Had  ever  scar  for. — Let  his  arms  alone ;  [To  the  Ovard. 

They  were  not  bom  for  bondage. 

Cym.  Why,  old  soldier. 
Wilt  thou  undo  the  worth  thou  art  unpaid  for, 
By  tasting  of  our  wrath  ?    How  of  descent 
As  good  as  we  ? 

Art-.  In  that  he  spake  too  far. 

Cym.  And  thou  shalt  die  fort. 

Bel.  We  will  die  all  three  : 
But  I  will  prove,  that  two  of  us  are  as  good 
As  I  have  given  out  him. — My  sons,  I  must. 
For  mine  own  part  unfold  a  dangerous  speech. 
Though,  haply,  well  for  you. 

Arv.  Your  danger  is 
Ours. 

Gui.  And  our  good  his. 

Bel.  Have  at  it  then. — 
By  leave ; — Thou  hadst,  great  king,  a  subject,  who 
Was  called  Belarius. 

Cym.  AA'hat  of  him  ?  he  is 
A  banish'd  traitor. 

BcL  He  it  is  that  hath 
Assumed  this  age :  indeed,  a  banish'd  man  ; 
I  know  not  how,  a  traitor. 

Cym.  Take  him  hence ; 
The  whole  world  shall  not  save  him. 

Bel.  Not  too  hot : 
First  pay  me  for  the  nursing  of  thy  sons ; 
And  let  it  be  confiscate,  all,  so  soon 
As  I  have  received  it. 

Cym.  Nursing  of  my  sons  ? 

Bel.  I  am  too  blunt,  and  saucy  :  Here's  my  knee ; 
Ere  I  arise,  I  will  prefer  my  sons ; 
Then,  ;pare  not  the  old  father.    Mighty  Sir, 
These  two  young  gentlemen  that  call  me  father, 
And  think  they  are  my  sons,  are  none  of  mine ; 
They  are  the  issue  of  your  loins,  my  liege, 
And  blood  of  your  begetting. 

Cym.  How,  my  issue? 

Bel.  So  sure  as  you  your  father's.    I,  old  Morgan, 
Am  that  Belarius  whom  you  sometime  banish'd : 
Your  pleasure  was  my  mere  offence,*  my  punishment 

*  I.  e.  your  caprice  was  my  onJy  offence. 
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Itself,  and  all  my  treason ;  that  I  siiffer'd, 
Was  all  the  harm  I  did.    These  gentle  princes 
(For  such  and  so  they  are),  these  twenty  years 
Have  I  train'd  up  :  those  arts  they  have,  as  I 
Could  put  into  them ;  My  breeding  was,  Sir,  as 
Your  highness  knows.    Their  nurse,  Euriphile, 
Whom  for  the  theft  I  wedded,  stole  these  children 
Upon  my  banishment :  I  moved  her  to't ; 
Having  received  the  punishment  before, 
Tor  that  which  I  did  then  :  Beaten  for  loyalty 
Excited  me  to  treason  :  Their  dear  loss. 
The  more  of  you  'twas  felt,  the  more  it  shaped 
Unto  my  end  of  stealing  them.    But,  gracious  Sir, 
Here  are  your  sons  again  ;  and  I  must  lose 
Two  of  the  sweet'st  companions  in  the  world  ; — 
The  benediction  of  these  covering  heavens 
Fall  on  their  heads  like  dew !  for  they  are  worthy 
To  inlay  heaven  with  stars. 

Ci/m.  Thou  weep'st,  and  speak'st. 
The  service  that  you  three  have  done,  is  more 
Unlike  than  this  thou  tell'st :  I  lost  my  children ; 
If  these  be  thev,  I  know  not  how  to  wish 
A  pair  of  worthier  sons. 

Bel.  Be  pleased  awlule. — 
This  gentleman,  whom  I  call  Polydore, 
Most  worthy  prince,  as  yours,  is  true  Guiderius ; 
This  gentleman,  my  Cadwal,  Arviragus, 
Your  younger  princely  son  :  he,  Sir,  was  lapp'd 
In  a  most  curious  mantle,  wrought  by  the  hand 
Of  his  queen  mother,  which,  for  more  probation, 
I  can  with  ease  produce. 

Ci/m.  Guiderius  had 
Upon  his  neck  a  mole,  a  sanguine  star ; 
It  was  a  mark  of  wonder. 

Bel.  This  is  he ; 
Who  hath  upon  him  still  that  natural  stamp  ; 
It  was  wise  nature's  end  in  the  donation, 
To  be  his  evidence  now. 

Ci/m.  O,  what  am  I 
A  motlier  to  the  birth  of  three  ?  Ne'er  mother 
Ilejoiced  deliverance  more : — Bless'd  may  you  be. 
That  after  this  strange  starting  from  your  orb?!, 
You  may  reign  in  them  now  !— O  Imogen, 
Thou  hast  lost  by  this  a  kingdom. 

Imo.  No,  my  lord ; 
I  have  got  two  worlds  by't. — O  my  gentle  brothers, 
Have  we  thus  met  ?  O  never  say  hereafter, 
But  I  am  truest  speaker  :  you  call'd  me  brother. 
When  I  was  but  your  sister ;  I  you  brothers, 
When  you.  were  so  indeed. 

Ci/m.  Did  you  e'er  meet  ? 

Arv.  Ay,  my  good  lord. 
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Gui.  And  at  first  meeting  loved ; 
Continued  so,  until  we  thought  he  died. 

Cor.  By  the  queen's  dram  she  swallow'd. 

Cpm.  O  rare  instinct ! 
When  shall  I  hear  all  through  ?    This  fierce  *  ahridgment 
Hath  to  it  circumstantial  branches,  which 
Distinction  should  be  rich  in. f — AVhere  ?  how  lived  you? 
And  when  came  you  to  serve  our  lloman  captive  ? 
How  parted  with  your  brothers  ?  how  first  met  them  ? 
Why  fled  you  from  the  court  ?  and  whither  ?  These, 
And  your  three  motives  to  the  battle,  with 
I  know  not  how  much  more,  should  be  demanded ; 
And  all  the  other  by-dependencies, 
From  chance  to  chance ;  but  nor  the  time,  nor  place, 
Will  serve  our  long  inter'gatories.    See, 
Posthumus  anchors  upon  Imogen  : 
And  she,  like  harmless  lightning,  tlirows  her  eye 
On  him,  her  brothers,  me,  her  master  ;  hitting 
Each  object  with  a  joy;  the  counterchange 
Is  severally  in  all.    Let's  quit  this  ground. 
And  smoke  the  temple  with  our  sacrifices. — 
Thou  art  my  brother ;  So  we'll  hold  thee  ever.     [  To  Eelaeius. 

Imo.  You  are  my  father  too  :  and  did  relieve  mo. 
To  see  this  gracious  season. 

Ci/m.  All  overjoy'd, 
Save  these  in  bonds ;  let  them  be  joyful  too, 
Eor  they  shall  taste  our  comfort. 

I»w.  My  good  master, 
I  will  yet  do  you  service. 

Luc.  Happy  be  you ! 

Ci/m.  The  forlorn  soldier,  that  so  nobly  fought. 
He  would  have  well  becomed  this  place,  and  graced 
The  thankings  of  a  king. 

Fost.  I  am,  Sir, 
The  soldier  that  did  company  these  three 
In  poor  beseeming ;  'twas  a  fitment  for 
The  purpose  I  then  follow'd  ; — that  I  was  he. 
Speak,  lachimo ;  I  had  you  down,  and  might 
Have  made  you  finish. 

lack.  I  am  down  again  :  [  Kneeling, 

But  now  my  heavy  conscience  sinks  my  knee, 
As  then  your  force  did.    Take  that  life,  'beseecli  you^ 
Which  I  so  often  owe:  but,  your  ring  first; 
And  hero  the  bracelet  of  the  truest  princess. 
That  ever  swore  her  faith. 

Fast.  Kneel  not  to  me ; 
The  power  that  I  have  on  you,  is  to  spare  you ; 
The  malice  towards  you,  to  forgive  you :  Live, 
And  deal  with  others  better. 

Ci/ii!.  Is  obly  doom'd : 
*  Rapid. 
t  /.  e.  be  rendered  distinct  by  an  ample  narrative, 

VOL.  IV.  S 
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We'll  learn  our  freeness  of  a  sou-iu-lan' ; 
Pardon 's  the  word  to  all. 

Arv.  You  liolp  us,  Sir, 
As  you  did  mean  indeed  to  be  our  brother ; 
Joy'd  are  we,  that  you  are. 

Post.  Your  servant,  princes. — Good  my  lord  of  llomc, 
Call  forth  your  .soothsayer:  As  I  slept,  melhought, 
Great  Jupiter,  upon  his  eagle  back, 
Appear'd  to  me,  with  other  sprightly  shows  * 
Of  mine  own  kindred :  When  I  waked,  I  found 
This  label  on  my  bosom ;  who.se  containing 
Is  so  from  sense  in  hardness,  that  I  can 
Make  no  collection  f  of  it ;  let  him  show 
His  skill  in  the  construction. 

Liic.  Philarmonus, 

Sooth.  Here,  my  good  lord. 

Imc.  Bead ;  and  declare  the  meaning. 

Sooth,  [reads].   When  as  a  lion's  lohelp  shall,  to  himself  v.n- 
Tcnown,  luithout  seeking  find,  and  be  embraced  by  a 'piece  of  lender 
air;  and  ivhen  from  a  stately  cedar   shall  be  lopp'd  branches, 
ivhich,  being  dead  many  years,  shall  after  revive,  be  jointed  to  ths 
old  stock,   and  freshly  grow;    then  shall  Posthumus  end  his 
miseries,  Britain  be  foi-tunate,  and  flourish  in  peace  and  plenty. 
Thou,  Leonatus,  art  the  lion's  whelp  ; 
The  fit  and  apt  construction  of  thy  name. 
Being  Leo-natus,  doth  import  so  much  : 

The  piece  of  tender  air,  thy  virtuous  daughter,  [  To  Cymbelix E. 
Which  we  call  mollis  aer ;  and  mollis  aer 
We  term  it  mulier  .•  which  mulier,  I  divine, 
Is  this  most  constant  wife ;  who,  even  now, 
Answering  the  letter  of  the  oracle. 
Unknown  to  you,  unsought,  were  clipp'd  about 
With  this  most  tender  air. 

Cym.  This  hath  some  seeming. 

Sooth.  The  lofty  cedar,  royal  Cyrabeline, 
Personates  thee :  and  thy  lopp'd  branches  point 
Thy  two  sons  forth :  who,  by  Eelarius  stolen. 
For  many  years  thought  dead,  are  now  revived, 
To  the  majestic  cedar  joiu'd ;  whose  issue 
Promises  Britain  peace  and  plenty. 

Cym.  Well, 
Sly  peace  we  \y\\\.  begin  : — And,  Caius  Lucius, 
Although  the  victor,  we  submit  to  Caesar, 
And  to  the  lloman  empire  ;  promising 
To  pay  our  ^^ontcd  tribute,  from  the  which 
We  were  dissuaded  by  oiu-  wicked  queen  ; 
Whom  heavens,  in  justice  (both  on  her  and  hers). 
Have  laid  most  heavy  hand. 

Sooth.  The  fingers  of  the  powers  above  do  tuno 
The  harmony  of  this  peace.    The  virion 
Which  I  made  known  to  Ijucius,  ere  the  stroke 
Of  this  yet  scarce-cold  battle,  at  this  instant 

*  Ghostly  appearances,  t  Collected  meaning-. 
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Is  full  accomplish'd :  For  the  Roman  eagle, 
From  south  to  ^vest  on  ■\ving  soaring  aloft, 
Lessen'd  herself,  and  in  the  beams  o'  the  sun 
So  vanish'd :  which  forrshow'd  our  princely  eagle. 
The  imperial  Casar,  should  again  unite 
His  favour  with  the  radiant  Cymbehue 
"Which  shines  here  in  the  west. 

Cijm.  Laud  we  the  gods; 
And  let  our  crooked  smokes  climb*  to  their  nostrils 
From  our  bless'd  altars  !    Publish  we  this  peace 
To  all  our  subjects.    Set  we  forward :  Let 
A  Roman  and  a  British  ensign  wave 
Friendly  together :  so  through  Lud's  town  march : 
And  in  the  temple  of  great  Jupiter 
Our  peace  we'll  ratify ;  seal  it  with  feasts. — 
Set  on  there  : — Never  was  a  war  did  cease, 
Ere  bloody  hands  were  wash"d,  with  such  a  peace.  \_Hxeunt. 
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ACT  I. 

SCJ2NE  I. — A  Room  of  State  hi  King  Lear's  Talace. 
Enter  Kent,  Gloster,  and  Edmund. 

Kent.  I  thought,  the  king  had  more  affected  the  duke  of 
Albany,  than  CornwalL 

Glo.  It  did  always  seem  so  to  us :  out  now,  in  the  division  of 
the  kingdom,  it  apjjears  not  which  of  the  dukes  ho  values  most ; 
for  equalities  are  so  weigh'd,  that  curiosity*  in  neither  can  make 
choice  of  cither's  moiety .f 

Kent.  Is  not  this  your  son,  my  lord  ? 

Glo.  His  breeding.  Sir,  hath  been  at  my  charge :  I  have  so 
often  blush'd  to  acknowledge  him,  that  now  I  am  brazed  to  it. 

Kent.  I  cannot  conceive  you. 

Glo.  Sir,  this  young  fellow's  mother  could :  whereupon  .she 
grew  round-wombed ;  and  had,  indeed.  Sir,  a  son  for  her  cradle, 
ere  she  had  a  hu.sband  for  her  bed.     Do  you  smell  a  fault  ? 

Kent.  I  cannot  wish  the  fault  undone,  the  i.ssue  of  it  being  so 
liroper.X 

Glo.  But  I  have,  Sir,  a  son  by  order  of  law,  some  year  elder 

than  this,  who  yet  is  no  dearer  in  my  account :   thougli  this 

knave  came  somewhat  saucily  into  the  world  before  he  was  sent 

for,  yet  was  his  mother  fair ;  there  was  good  sport  at  his  making, 

Scrupulous  nicety.  1   Part.  t  Handsome. 
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and  the  whoreson  must  be  acknowledged. — Do  you  know  this 
noble  gentleman.  Edmund  ? 

J£dm.  No,  my  lord. 

Glo.  My  lord  of  Kent:  remember  him  hereafter  as  my 
honourable  friend. 

Edm.  My  services  to  your  lordship. 

Kent.  I  must  love  you,  and  sue  to  know  you  better. 

Ed^n.  Sir,  I  shall  study  deserving. 

Olo.  He  hath  been  out  nine  years,  and  away  he  shall  again  : 
— The  king  is  coming.  \_Trumpets  sound  tvifhin. 

Enter  Leak,  Cornwall,  Albany,  Gonekil,  Eegan, 
COEDELIA,  and  Attendants. 

Lear.  Attend  the  lords  of  France  and  Burgundy, 
Gloster. 

Glo.  I  shall,  my  liege.  [Exeunt  Gloster  and  Edmund. 

Lear.  Meantime  we  shall  express  our  darker*  purpose. 
Give  me  the  map  there. — Know,  that  we  have  divided, 
In  three,  our  kingdom  :  and  'tis  our  fast  intentf 
To  shake  all  cares  and  business  from  our  age ; 
Conferring  them  on  younger  strengths,  while  we 
Unburden'd  crawl  toward  death. — Our  son  of  Cornwall, 
And  you,  our  no  less  loving  son  of  Albany, 
We  have  this  hour  a  constant  will  X  to  publish 
Our  daughters'  several  dowers,  that  future  strife 
May  be  prevented  now.    The  princes,  France  and  Burgundy, 
Great  rivals  in  our  youngest  daughter's  love. 
Long  in  our  court  have  made  their  amorous  sojourn. 
And  here  are  to  be  ans^^■er"d. — Tell  me,  my  daughters 
(Since  now  we  will  divest  us,  both  of  rule. 
Interest  of  territory,  cares  of  state), 
"Which  of  you,  shall  wq  say,  doth  love  us  most  ? 
That  we  our  largest  bounty  may  extend 
Where  merit  doth  most  challenge  it. — Goneril, 
Our  eldest-born,  speak  first. 

Gon.  Sir,  I 
Do  love  you  more  than  words  can  wield  the  matter ; 
Dearer  than  eye-sight,  space  and  liberty ; 
Beyond  what  can  bo  valued,  rich  or  rare; 
No  less  than  life,  with  grace,  health,  beauty,  honour  : 
As  much  as  child  e'er  loved,  or  father  found. 
A  love  that  makes  breath  poor,  and  speech  unable ; 
Beyond  all  manner  of  so  much§  1  love  you. 

Cor.  What  shall  Cordelia  do  H    Love,  and  be  silent.       '  As-iJe. 

Lear.  Of  all  these  bounds,  even  from  this  line  to  this. 
With  shadowy  forests  and  with  chanipainsil  rich'd, 
W^ith  plenteous  rivers  and  wide-skirted  meads. 
We  make  thee  lady :  To  thine  and  Albany's  issue 
Be  this  perpetual. — What  says  our  second  daughter. 
Our  dearest  Regan,  wife  to  Cornwall  ?    Speak. 

Heff.  I  am  made  of  that  self  metal  as  my  sister, 

*  Not  as  yet  divulged.  t  Resolution.  t  Firm  purpose. 

<t  Beyond  all  definable  quantity.  a   Open  plains. 
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And  prize  me  at  her  ^yortll.    In  my  true  heart 

I  find,  slie  names  my  very  deed  of  love ; 

Only  she  comes  too  short, — *that  I  profess 

Myself  an  enemy  to  all  other  joys, 

Which  the  most  precious  square f  of  sense  possesses ; 

And  find,  I  am  alone  felicitate  J 

In  your  dear  highness'  love. 

Cor.  Then  poor  Cordelia !  [Aside. 

And  yet  not  so ;  since,  lam  sure,  my  love  's 
More  richer  than  my  tongue. 

Zear.  To  thee,  and  thine,  hereditary  ever, 
Hemain  this  ample  third  of  our  fair  kingdom ; 
No  less  in  space,  validity,§  and  pleasure. 
Than  that  confirm'd  on  Goneril. — Now,  our  joy, 
Although  the  last,  not  least ;  to  whose  young  love 
The  vines  of  France,  and  milk  of  Burgundy, 
Strive  to  be  interess'd :  what  can  you  say,  to  draw 
A  third  more  opulent  than  your  sisters  ?  Speak. 

Cor.  Nothing,  my  lord. 

Lear.  Nothing? 

Cor.  Nothing. 

Lear.  Nothing  can  come  of  nothing  :  speak  again. 

Cor.  Unhappy  that  I  am,  I  cannot  heave 
My  heart  into  my  mouth :  I  love  your  majesty 
According  to  my  bond ;  nor  more,  nor  less. 

Lear.  How,  how,  Cordelia  ?  mend  your  speech  a  little, 
Lest  it  may  mar  your  fortunes. 

Cor.  Good  my  lord, 
You  have  begot  me,  bred  me,  loved  me  :  I 
Return  those  duties  back  as  are  right  fit, 
Obey  you,  love  you,  and  most  honour  you. 
Why  have  my  sisters  husbands,  if  they  say. 
They  love  you,  all  ?  Haply,  when  I  shall  wed. 
That  lord,  whose  hand  must  take  my  plight,  shall  carry 
Half  my  love  with  him,  half  my  care,  and  duty  : 
Sure,  I  shall  never  marry  like  my  sisters. 
To  love  my  father  all. 

Lear.  But  goes  this  Avith  thy  heart  ? 

Cor.  Ay,  good  my  lord. 

Lear.  So  young,  aud  so  untender  ? 

Cor.  So  young,  my  lord,  and  true. 

Lear.  Let  it  be  so. — Thy  truth,  then,  be  thy  dower: 
For,  by  the  sacred  radiance  of  the  sun  ; 
The  mysteries  of  Hecate,  and  the  night ; 
By  all  the  operations  of  the  orbs. 
From  whom  we  do  exist,  and  cease  to  be ; 
Here  I  disclahn  all  my  paternal  care, 
Propinquity  and  property  of  blood. 
And  as  a  stranger  to  my  heart  and  me 
Hold  thee,  fi-om  this,!|  for  ever.    The  barbarous  Scythian, 
*  f Inasmuch).  t  Compass.  x  Made  happy. 

4  Value.  1  From  tliis  time. 
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Or  he  that  makes  his  generation*  messes 
To  gorge  his  appetite,  shall  to  my  bosom 
Be  as  well  neighbour'd,  pitied,  and  relieved, 
As  thou  my  sometime  daughter. 

Kent.  Good  my  liege, — 

Lear.  Peace,  Kent ! 
Come  not  between  the  dragon  and  his  wrath : 
I  loved  her  most,  and  thought  to  set  my  rest 
On  her  kind  nursery. — Hence,  and  avoid  my  sight ! — 

[Zb  Cordelia. 
So  be  my  grave  my  peace,  as  here  I  give 
Her  father's  heart  from  her ! — Call  France ; — Who  stirs  ? 
Call  Burgundy, — Cornwall,  and  Albany, 
With  my  two  daughters'  dowers  digest  this  third: 
Let  pride,  which  she  calls  plainness,  marry  her. 
I  do  invest  you  jointly  with  my  power, 
Pre-eminence,  and  all  the  large  effects 
That  troop  with  majesty. — Ourself,  by  monthly  course, 
AVith  reservation  of  a  hundred  knights, 
Bv  you  to  be  sustain'd,  shall  our  abode 
jf  ake  with  you  by  due  turns.    Only  we  still  retain 
The  name,  and  all  the  additionsf  to  a  king ; 
The  sway, 

Eevenue,  execution  of  the  rest,! 
Beloved  sons,  be  yours  :  which  to  confirm, 
This  coronet  part  between  you.  '[Giving  ilie  croiat. 

Kent.  Eoyal  Lear, 
Whom  1  have  ever  honour'd  as  my  king. 
Loved  35  my  father,  as  my  master  follow'd. 
As  my  great  patron  thought  on  in  my  prayers, — 

Lear.  The  bow  is  bent  and  drawn,  make  from  the  shaft. 

Kent.  Let  it  fall  rather,  though  the  fork  invade 
The  region  of  my  heart :  be  Kent  unmannerly, 
When  Lear  is  mad.    What  wouldst  thou  do,  old  man  ? 
Think'st  thou,  that  duty  shall  have  dread  to  speak, 
When  power  to  flattery  bo^^■s  ?    To  plainness  honour  's  bound, 
When  majesty  stoops  to  folly.    Eeverse  thy  doom  ; 
And,  in  thy  best  consideration,  check 
This  hideous  rashness :  answer  my  life,  my  judgment, 
Thy  youngest  daughter  does  not  love  thee  lea.st  • 
Kor  are  those  empty-hearted,  whose  low  sound 
Eeverbs  no  hollowness. 

Lear.  Kent,  on  thy  life,  no  more. 

Kent.  My  life  I  never  held  but  as  a  pawn 
To  wage  against  thine  enemies ;  nor  fear  to  lose  it. 
Thy  safetv-  being  the  motive. 

Lear.  Out  of  my  sight ! 

Kent.  See  better,  Lear ;  and  let  me  still  remain 
The  true  blank  §  of  thine  eye. 

Lear.  Now,  by  Apollo, — 

*  His  children.  t  Titles, 

t  AU  other  business.  §  Aim. 
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Kent.  Now,  by  Apollo,  kins?, 
Thou  swear'st  thj'  gods  in  vain. 

Lear.  O,  vassal !  miscreant !      \^Laying  his  hand  on  his  sworJ. 

Alh.  Cor.  Dear  Sir,  forbear. 

Kent.  Do  ; 
Kill  thy  physician,  and  the  fee  bestow 
Upon  the  foul  disease.    Revoke  thy  gift ; 
Or,  whilst  I  can  vent  clamour  from  my  throat, 
I'll  tell  thee,  thou  dost  evil. 

Lear.  Hear  nie,  recreant ! 
On  thine  allegiance  hear  me  ! — 
Since  thou  hast  sought  to  make  us  break  our  vow 
(Which  we  durst  never  yet),  and,  with  strain'd  pride, 
To  come  betwixt  our  sentence  and  our  power 
(Which  nor  our  nature  nor  our  place  can  bear), 
Our  potency  make  good,  *  take  thy  reward. 
Pive  days  we  do  allot  thee,  for  provision 
To  shield  thee  from  diseases  of  the  world ; 
And,  on  the  sixth,  to  turn  thy  hat«d  back 
Upon  our  kingdom :  if,  on  the  tenth  day  following. 
Thy  banish'd  trunk  be  found  in  our  dominions. 
The  moment  Ls  thy  death  :  Away  !  Ey  Jupiter, 
This  shall  not  be  revoked. 

Kent.  Fare  thee  well,  king :  since  thus  thou  wilt  appear, 
Freedom  lives  hence,  and  banishment  is  here. — 
The  gods  to  their  dear  shelter  take  thee,  maid,     [  Tu  Cordelia. 
That  justly  think'st,  and  has  most  rightly  said ! — 
And  your  large  speeches  may  your  deeds  approve, 

[To  llEGAN  and  GoNEEin. 
That  good  effects  may  spring  from  words  of  love. 
Thus  Kent,  0  princes,  bids  you  all  adieu ; 
He'll  shape  his  old  course  in  a  counti*y  new.  |  E.rit. 

Re-enter  GlostEE  ;  xcith  Fkance,  Bueguxdt,  and  Attendants. 

Olo.  Here's  France  and  Burgundy,  my  noble  lord. 

Lear.  My  lord  of  Burgundy, 
We  first  address  towards  you,  who  with  this  king 
Hath  rivall'd  for  our  daughter ;  What,  in  the  least, 
Will  you  require  in  present  dower  with  her, 
Or  cease  your  quest  of  love  ? 

Bur.  !^i[ost  royal  Majesty, 
I  crave  no  more  than  hatli  your  highness  ofTer'd, 
Nor  will  you  tender  less. 

Lear.  Eight  noble  Burgundy, 
When  she  was  dear  to  us,  we  did  hold  her  so  ; 
But  now  her  price  is  fall'n  :  Sir,  there  she  .stands ; 
If  aught  within  that  little  seeming  substance. 
Or  all  of  it,  with  our  displea.*ure  pieced, 
And  nothing  more,  may  fitly  like  your  grace. 
She's  there,  and  she  is  yours. 

Bur.  I  know  no  answer. 

*  Our  power  still  availing  to  tliis  purpose. 
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Lear.  Sir, 
Will  you  with  these  infirmities  she  owes,* 
Unfriended,  new  adopted  to  our  hate, 
Dower'd  ^vith  our  curse,  and  stranger'd  with  our  oath, 
Take  her,  or  leave  her  ? 

Bur.  Pardon  me,  royal  Sir ; 
Election  makes  not  upt  on  such  conditions. 

Lear.  Then  leave  her.  Sir ;  for  by  the  power  that  made  me, 
I  tell  you  all  her  wealth. — For  you,  great  king,        \To  France 
I  would  not  from  your  love  make  such  a  stray. 
To  match  you  where  I  hate ;  therefore  beseech  you 
To  avert  your  liking  a  more  worthier  way. 
Than  on  a  wretch  whom  nature  is  ashamed 
Almost  to  acknowledge  hers. 

France.  This  is  most  strange  ! 
That  she,  that  even  but  now  was  your  best  object, 
The  argument  of  your  praise,  balm  of  your  age, 
Most  best,  most  dearest,  should  in  this  trice  of  time 
Commit  a  thing  so  monstrous,  to  dismantle 
So  many  folds  of  favour !  Sure,  her  offence 
Must  be  of  such  unnatural  degree. 
That  monsters  it,  or  your  'fore-vouch'd  aifection 
Fall  into  taint :  which  to  believe  of  her, 
Must  be  a  faith,  that  reason  without  miracle 
Could  never  plant  in  me. 

Cor.  I  yet  beseech  your  majesty 
(If  for  I  want  that  glib  and  oily  art. 
To  speak  and  purpose  not ;  since  what  I  well  intend, 
I'll  do't  before  I  speak),  that  you  make  known 
It  is  no  vicious  blot,  murder,  or  foulness, 
No  unchaste  action,  or  dishonour'd  step, 
That  hath  deprived  me  of  your  grace  and  favour : 
But  even  for  want  of  that,  for  which  I  am  richer ; 
A  still-soliciting  eye,  and  such  a  tongue 
That  I  am  glad  I  have  not,  though  not  to  have  it, 
Hath  lost  me  in  your  liking. 

Lear.  Better  thou 
Hadst  not  been  born,  than  not  to  have  pleased  me  better. 

France.  Is  it  but  this  ?  a  tardiness  in  nature. 
Which  often  leaves  the  history  unspoke, 
That  it  intends  to  do  ? — My  lord  of  Burgundy, 
What  say  you  to  the  lady  ?  Love  is  not  love, 
When  it  is  mingled  with  respects,  X  that  stan<l 
Aloof  from  the  entire  point.    Will  you  have  her  ? 
She  is  herself  a  dowrj". 

Bur.  Royal  Lear, 
Give  but  that  portion  which  yourself  proposed, 
And  here  I  take  Cordelia  by  the  hand, 
Duchess  of  Burgundy. 

*  Owns.  t  Concludes  not. 

t  Prudential  cautiousness,  that  does  not  regard  love  as  love,  wholly  and 
alone. 
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Lear.  Nothing :  I  have  sworn ;  I  am  firm. 

Bur.  I  am  sorry  then,  you  have  so  lost  a  father, 
That  you  must  lose  a  husband. 

Cor.  Peace  be  with  Burgundy  ! 
Since  that  respects  of  fortune  are  his  love, 
I  shall  not  be  his  wife. 

France.  Fairest  Cordeha,  thou  art  most  rich,  being  poor ; 
Most  choice,  forsaken ;  and  most  loved,  despised : 
Thee  and  thy  virtues  here  I  seize  upon  : 
Be  it  lawful,  I  take  up  what's  cast  away. 
Gods,  gods  !  'tis  strange,  that  from  their  cold'st  neglect 
My  love  should  kindle  to  inflamed  respect. 
Thy  dowerless  daughter,  king,  thrown  to  my  chance, 
Is  queen  of  us,  of  ours,  and  our  fair  France : 
Not  all  the  dukes  of  wat'rish  Burgundy 
Shall  buy  this  unprized  precious  maid  of  me. — 
Bid  them  farewell,  Cordelia,  though  unkind ; 
Thou  losest  here,  a  better  where  *  to  find. 

Lear.  Thou  hast  her,  France :  let  her  be  thine ;  for  we 
Have  no  such  daughter,  nor  shall  ever  see 
That  face  of  hers  again  : — Therefore  be  gone. 
Without  our  grace,  our  love,  our  benison.f — 
Come,  noble  Burgundy. 

[Flotirish.  Exeunt  Leab,  Burgundy,  Cornwall, 
Albany,  Gloster,  and  Attendants. 

France.  Bid  farewell  to  your  sisters. 

Cor.  The  jewels  of  our  father,  with  wa.sh'd  eyes 
Cordelia  leaves  you :  I  know  you  what  you  are ; 
And,  like  a  sister,  am  most  loath  to  call 
Your  faults,  as  they  are  named.    Use  well  our  father : 
To  your  professed  bosoms  I  commit  him : 
But  yet,  alas  !  stood  I  within  his  grace, 
I  would  prefer  him  to  a  better  place. 
So  farewell  to  you  both. 

Oon.  Prescribe  not  us  our  duties. 

Meg.  Let  your  study 
Be,  to  content  your  lord ;  who  hath  received  you 
At  fortune's  alms.    You  have  obedience  scanted. 
And  well  are  worth  the  want  that  you  have  wanted. 

Cor.  Time  shall  unfold  what  plaited  cunning  hides  ; 
Who  cover  faults,  at  last  shame  them  derides. 
Well  may  you  prosper  ! 

France.  Come,  my  fair  Cordelia. 

\Fxeunt  FRANCE  and  CoRDELTA. 

Gon.  Sister,  it  is  not  a  little  I  have  to  say,  of  what  most  nearly 
appertains  to  us  both.     I  think,  our  father  will  hence  to-night. 

Eeg.  That's  most  certain,  and  with  you ;  next  month  with  us. 

Gon.  You  see  how  full  of  changes  his  age  is ;  the  observation 
we  have  made  of  it  hath  not  been  little :  he  always  loved  our 
sister  most;  and  with  ^^•hat  poor  judgment  he  hath  now  cast  her 
oflPj  appears  too  grossly 

*  Place.  t  Blessing. 
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Beg.  "Tis  the  infirmity  of  bis  age :  yet  he  hath  ever  but 
slenderly  known  himself. 

Gon.  The  best  and  soundest  of  his  time  hath  been  but  rash  ; 
then  must  we  look  to  receive  from  his  age,  not  alone  the  imper- 
fections of  long-engrafted  condition,  *  but  therewithal,  the  unruly 
waj-wardness  that  infirm  and  choleric  ^'ears  bring  with  them. 

Reg.  Such  unconstant  starts  are  we  like  to  have  from  him  as 
this  of  Kent's  banishment. 

Gon.  There  is  further  complinient  of  leave-taking  between 
France  and  him.  Pray  you,  let  us  hit  together :  If  our  father 
carry  authority  with  such  dispositions  as  he  bears,  this  last  sur- 
render of  his  will  but  offend  us. 

Reg.  TTe  shall  further  think  of  it. 

Gon.  We  must  do  sometliing,  and  i'  the  heat.f  \^Exeunt. 

SCENE  II.— A  Hall  in  the  Earl  of  Glostee's  Castle. 
Enter  Edmund,  with  a  Letter. 
Edm.  Thou,  nature,  art  my  goddess ;  to  thy  law 
My  services  are  bound :  Wherefore  should  I 
Stand  in  the  plague  X  of  custom ;  and  permit 
The  curiosity  §  of  nations  to  deprive  me, 
Por  that  I  am  some  twelve  or  fourteen  moonshines 
Lag  ii  of  a  brother  ?    Why  bastard  ?  wherefore  base  ? 
TVnen  my  dimensions  are  as  well  compact. 
My  mind  as  generous,  and  my  shape  as  true, 
As  honest  madam's  issue  ?    Why  brand  they  us 
With  base  ?  with  baseness  ?  bastardy  ?  base,  base  ? 
Who,  in  the  lusty  stealth  of  nature,  take 
More  composition  and  fierce  quality, 
Than  doth,  ^vithin  a  dull,  stale,  tired  bed. 
Go  to  the  creating  a  whole  tribe  of  fops. 
Got  'tween  asleep  and  wake  ? — Well  then. 
Legitimate  Edgar,  I  must  have  your  land  : 
Our  father's  love  is  to  the  bastard  Edmund, 
As  to  the  legitimate :  Fine  word, — legitimate ! 
Well,  my  legitimate,  if  this  letter  speed. 
And  my  invention  thrive,  Edmund  the  base 
Shall  top  the  legitimate.    I  grow ;  I  prosper  : — 
jS^ow,  gods,  stand  up  for  bastards  ! 

Enter  Gloster. 

Glo.  Kent  banish'd  thus  !  And  France  in  choler  parted  ! 
And  the  king  gone  to-night !  subscribed^  his  power ! 
Confined  to  exhibition  !  **  All  this  done 
TJpon  the  gad !  ft Edmund  !  How  now  ?  what  news  ? 

Edm.  So  please  your  lordship,  none.        'Putting  up  the  letter. 

Glo.  Why  so  earnestly  seek  you  to  put  up  that  letter  ? 

Edm.  I  know  no  news,  my  lord. 

Glo.  What  paper  were  you  reading  ? 

Ed7n.  Nothing,  my  lord. 

*  Qualities  of  mind.  t  Strike  while  the  iron's  hot. 

t  Submit  to  the  injustice.  ^  The  niceties.        |  Behind. 

*i  Surrendered.  **  Allowance.  tt  Sudden. 


268  KING  LEAE.  [aCT  I. 

Glo.  No  ?  "What  needed  then  that  terrible  despatch  of  it  into 
your  pocket  ?  The  quaUty  of  nothing  hath  not  such  need  to  hide 
itself.  Let's  see :  Come,  if  it  be  nothing,  I  sliall  not  need  spec- 
tacles. 

Udm.  I  beseech  you.  Sir,  pardon  me :  it  is  a  letter  from  my 
brother,  that  I  have  not  all  o'er-read :  for  so  much  as  I  have 
perused,  I  find  it  not  fit  for  your  over-looking. 

Glo.  Give  me  the  lett«r.  Sir. 

Jidm.  I  shall  offend,  either  to  detain  or  give  it.  The  contents, 
as  in  part  I  understand  them,  are  to  blame. 

Glo.  Let's  see,  let's  see. 

i:dm.  I  hope,  for  my  brother's  justification,  he  r.rote  this  but 
as  an  aasay  or  taste  of  my  virtue. 

Glo.  [reads].  This  polic>/,  and  reverence  of  a<je,  makes  the 
world  bitter  to  the  lest  of  our  times,  keeps  our  fortunes  from  ns, 
till  our  oldness  cannot  relish  them.  I  begin  to  find  an  idle  and 
fond  *  bondage  in  the  oppression  of  aged  tyranny ;  who  sivays,  not 
as  it  hath  poiver,  but  as  it  is  suffered.  Come  to  me,  that  of  this  I 
may  speak  more.  If  our  father  tvould  sleep  till  I  tcaked  him,  you 
should  enjoy  half  his  revenue  for  ever,  and  live  the  beloved  of 
your  brother,  Edgar. — Humph — Conspiracy  ! — Sleep  till  Iv:aked 
him — you  should  enjoy  half  his  revenue, — My  son  Edgar  !  Had 
he  a  hand  to  write  this  ?  a  heart  and  brain  to  breed  it  in  ? — AAlien 
came  this  to  you  ?  AY  ho  brought  it  ? 

Udm.  It  was  not  brought  me,  my  lord,  there's  the  cunning  of 
it ;  I  found  it  thrown  in  at  the  casement  of  my  closet. 

Glo.  You  know  the  character  to  be  your  brother's  ? 

Edm.  If  the  matter  were  good,  my  lord,  I  durst  swear  it  were 
his  ;  but,  in  respect  of  that,  I  would  fain  think  it  were  not. 

Glo.  It  is  his. 

Edm.  It  is  his  haud,  my  lord ;  but,  I  hope,  his  heart  is  not  in 
the  contents. 

Glo.  Hath  he  never  heretofore  sounded  you  in  this  business  ? 

Edm.  Never,  my  lord :  But  I  have  often  heard  him  maintain 
it  to  be  fit,  that,  sons  at  perfect  age,  and  fathers  declining,  tho 
father  should  be  as  ward  to  the  sou,  and  the  son  manage  his 
revenue. 

Glo.  O  villain,  villain ! — His  very  opinion  in  the  letter  !— 
Abhorred  villain !  Unnatural,  detested,  brutish  villain  !  worse 
than  brutish  I — Go,  sirrah,  seek  him ;  I'll  apprehend  him : — 
Abomin;tt)le  villain  ! — A^'here  is  he  ? 

Edm.  I  do  not  well  know,  my  lord.  If  it  shall  jjlease  you  to 
suspend  your  indignation  against  my  brother,  till  you  can  derive 
from  him  better  testimony  of  his  intent,  you  shall  run  a  certain 
course  ;  where,t  if  you  violently  proceed  against  him,  mistaking 
his  purpose,  it  would  make  a  great  gap  in  your  own  honour,  and 
shake  in  pieces  the  heart  of  his  obedience.  I  dare  pawn  down 
my  life  for  him,  that  he  hath  writ  this  to  feel  my  affection  to 
your  honour,  and  to  no  other  pretence  X  of  danger. 

Glo.  Think  you  so  ? 

Edm.  If  your  honour  judge  it  meet,  I  will  place  you  ^vhere 
you  shall  hear  us  confer  of  this,  and  by  an  auricular  assurance 
*  Weak  and  foolish  t  Whereas.  t  Desijrn. 
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have  your  satisfaction ;  and  that  without  any  further  delay  than 
this  very  evening. 

Olo.  He  cannot  be  such  a  monster. 

Edm.  Nor  is  not,  sure. 

Glo.  To  his  father,  that  so  tenderly  and  entirely  loves  him. — 
Heaven  and  earth  ! — Edmund,  seek  him  out ;  wind  me  into  him, 
I  pray  you :  frame  the  business  after  your  o\v'n  wisdom :  I  w  ould 
unstate  myself,  to  be  in  a  due  resolution.  * 

Edm.  I  will  seek  him,  Sir,  presently  ;  convey  t  the  business  as 
I  shall  find  means,  and  acq^uaint  you  withal. 

Glo.  These  late  eclipses  in  the  sun  and  moon  portend  no  good 
to  us:  Though  the  wisdom  of  nature  can  reason  it  thus  and 
thus,  yet  nature  finds  itself  scourged  by  the  sequent  eifects  :  love 
cools,  friendship  falls  ofl",  brothers  divide :  in  cities,  mutinies ; 
in  countries,  discord ;  in  palaces,  treason ;  and  the  bond  cracked 
between  son  and  father.  This  villain  of  mine  comes  under  the 
prediction ;  there's  son  against  father :  the  king  falls  from  bias  of 
nature ;  there's  father  against  child.  "We  have  seen  the  best  of 
our  time  :  Machinations,  hoUowness,  treachery,  and  all  ruinous 
disorders,  follow  us  disquietly  to  our  graves  !— t'ind  out  this  vil- 
lain, Edmund,  it  shall  lose  thee  nothing ;  do  it  carefully : — And 
the  noble  and  true-hearted  Kent  banish'd !  his  offence,  honesty  !— 
Strange  !  strange !  {lExit. 

Edm.  This  is  the  excellent  foppery  of  the  world !  that,  \\hen 
we  are  sick  in  fortune  (often  the  surfeit  of  our  own  behaviour), 
we  make  guilty  of  our  disasters,  the  sun,  the  moon,  and  the  stars : 
as  if  we  were  villians  by  necessity,  fools  by  heavenly  compulsion ; 
knaves,  thieves,  and  treachers,  %  by  spherical  predoniinance ; 
drunkards,  liars,  and  adulterer.*,  by  an  enforced  obedience  of 
planetary  influence ;  and  all  that  we  are  evil  in,  by  a  divine 
thrusting  on :  An  admirable  evasion  of  whoremaster  man,  to  lay 
his  goatish  disposition  to  the  charge  of  a  star !  My  father  com- 
pounded with  my  mother  under  the  dragon's  tail ;  and  my  na- 
tivity was  under  ursa  major ;  so  that  it  follows,  I  am  rough  and 
lecherous. — Tut,  I  should  have  been  that  I  am,  had  the  maiden- 
liest  star  in  the  firmament  twinkled  on  my  bastardizing.  Edgar — 

Enter  Edgae. 

and  pat  he  comes,  like  the  catastrophe  of  the  old  comedy;  ^ly 
cue  is  villanous  melancholy,  with  a  sigh  like  Tom  o'Bedlam.— O, 
these  eclipses  do  portend  these  divisions !  Fa,  sol,  la,  mi.  § 

Edg.  How  now,  brother  Edmund?  What  serious  contem- 
plation are  you  in  ? 

Edm.  I  am  thinking,  brother,  of  a  prediction  I  read  this  other 
day,  what  should  follow  those  eclipses. 

Edg.  Do  you  busy  yourself  with  that  ? 

Edm.  I  promise  you,  the  effects  he  writes  of  succeed  unhappily  ; 
as  of  unnaturalness  between  the  child  and  the  parent;  death, 
dearth,  dissolutions  of  ancient  amities;  divisions  in  state,  menaces 

*  Give  up  rank  and  fortune,  to  be  certain  of  the  truth, 
t  Manage.  *  Traitors. 

fj  Edmund  sings  these  notes  as  being  unnatural  and  offensive  in  rnu?ic, 
and  therefore  apt  for  portents. 
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and  maledictions  against  king  and  nobles ;  needless  diffidences, 
banishment  of  friends,  dissipation  of  courts,  nuptial  breaches, 
and  I  know  not  what. 

Edg.  How  long  have  you  been  a  sectary  astronomical  ? 

Edm.  Come,  come ;  when  saw  you  my  father  last  ? 

Edg.  T\'hy,  the  night  gone  by. 

JEdm.  Spake  you  with  him  ? 

Edg.  Ay,  two  hours  together. 

Edm.  Parted  you  in  good  terms  ?  found  you  no  displeasure  in 
him,  by  word  or  countenance  ? 

JEdg.  None  at  all. 

Edm.  Bethink  yourself,  \\hercin  you  may  have  offended  him : 
and  at  my  entreaty,  forbear  his  presence,  till  some  little  time 
hath  qualified  the  heat  of  his  displeasure ;  which  at  this  instant 
so  rageth  in  him,  that  with  the  mischief  of  your  person  it  would 
scarcely  allay. 

Edg.  Some  villain  hath  done  me  ■wrong. 

Edm.  That's  my  fear.  I  pray  you,  have  a  continent  *  forbear- 
ance, till  the  speed  of  his  rage  goes  slower ;  and,  as  I  say,  retire 
with  me  to  my  lodging,  from  whence  I  will  fitly  bring  you  to 
hear  my  lord  speak  :  i'ray  you,  go ;  there's  my  key : — If  you  do 
stir  abroad,  go  armed. 

Edg.  Armed,  brother  ? 

Edm.  Brother,  I  advise  you  to  the  best :  go  armed ;  I  am  no 
honest  man,  if  there  be  any  good  meaning  towards  you :  I  have 
told  you  what  I  have  seen  and  heard,  but  faintly ;  nothing  like 
the  image  and  horror  of  it :  Pray  you,  away, 

Edg.  Shall  I  hear  from  you  anon  ? 

Ed/)n.  I  do  serve  you  in  this  business. —  [_Exit  Edgae. 

A  credulous  father,  and  a  brother  noble. 
Whose  nature  is  so  far  from  doing  harms. 
That  he  suspects  none ;  on  whose  foolish  honesty 
My  practices  ride  easy  ! — I  see  the  business. — 
Let  me,  if  not  by  birth,  have  lands  by  wit : 
All  with  me's  meet,  that  I  can  fashion  fit.  \^Exit. 

SCENE  III.— A  Room  in  the  BuTce  0/ Albany's  Palace. 
Enter  GOXERIL  and  STEWARD. 

Gon.  Did  my  father  strike  my  gentleman  for  chiding  of  his 
fool? 

Stew.  Ay,  madam. 

Gon.  By  day  and  night !  he  ^vrongs  me ;  every  hour 
He  flashes  into  one  gross  crime  or  other. 
That  sets  us  all  at  odds  :  I'll  not  endure  it . 
His  knights  grow  riotous,  and  himself  upbraids  us 
On  every  trifle: — AVhen  he  returns  from  hunting, 
I  will  not  si)eak  with  him ;  say,  I  am  sick  : — 
If  you  come  slack  of  former  services, 
You  shall  do  well ;  the  fault  of  it  I'll  answer. 

Steiv.  He's  coming,  madam  ;  I  hear  him  ^ Horns  v:iih>n, 

Gon.  Put  on  what  ^veary  negligence  yuu  please, 

*  Temperate. 
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Tou  and  your  fellows ;  I'd  have  it  come  to  question : 

If  he  dislike  it,  let  him  to  my  sister, 

"Whose  mind  and  mine,  I  know,  in  that  are  one, 

Not  to  be  over-ruled.    Idle  old  man, 

That  still  would  manage  those  authorities. 

That  he  hath  given  away  ! — Now,  by  my  life. 

Old  fools  are  babes  again ;  and  must  be  used 

With  checks,  as  *  flatteries, — when  they  are  seen  abused, 

Eemember  what  I  have  said. 

Steic.  Very  well,  madam. 

Gon.  And  let  his  knights  have  colder  looks  among  you 
What  grows  of  it,  no  matter ;  advise  your  fellows  so  : 
I  would  breed  from  hence  occasions,  and  I  shall, 
That  I  may  speak :  I'll  write  straight  to  my  sister, 
To  hold  my  very  course : — Prepare  for  dinner.  \_Exev.nt. 

SCENE  IV.— A  Sail  in  the  same. 
Enter  Kext,  disguised. 
Kent.  If  but  as  well  I  other  accents  borrow, 
That  can  my  speech  diffuse,  t  my  good  intent 
ilay  carry  through  itself  to  that  full  issue 
For  which  I  razed  my  likeness. — Now,  banish'd  Kent, 
If  thou  canst  serve  where  thou  dost  stand  condemn'd, 
(So  may  it  come !)  thy  master,  whom  thou  loVst, 
Shall  find  thee  full  of  labours. 

Horns  within. — Enter  Leae,  Knights,  aTid  Attendants. 

Lear.  Let  me  not  stay  a  jot  for  dinner :  go,  get  it  ready.  {Exit 
an  Attendant.^     How  now,  what  art  thou  ? 

Kent.  A  man.  Sir. 

Zear.  "What  dost  thou  profess  ?    "^'hat  wouldst  thou  with  us  ? 

Kent.  1  do  profess  to  bo  no  less  than  I  seem;  to  serve  him 
truly,  that  will  put  me  in  trust ;  to  love  him  that  is  honest ;  to 
converse t  with  him  that  is  wise,  and  says  little;  to  fear  judg- 
ment ;  to  fight,  when  I  cannot  choose ;  and  to  eat  no  fish.  § 

Lear.  "What  art  thou  ? 

Kent.  A  very  honest-hearted  fellow,  and  as  poor  as  the  king. 

Lear.  If  thou  be  as  poor  for  a  subject,  as  he  is  for  a  king,  thou 
art  poor  enough.    "What  wouldst  thou  ? 

Keyit.  Service. 

Lear.  "Who  wouldst  thou  serve  ? 

Kent.  Tou. 

Lear.  Dost  thou  know  me,  fellow  ? 

Kent.  No,  Sir;  but  you  have  that  in  your  countenance,  which 
I  would  fain  call  master. 

Lear.  "What's  that? 

Kent.  Authority. 

Lear.  What  services  canst  thou  do  ? 

Kent.  I  can  keep  honest  counsel,  ride,  run,  mar  a  curious  tale 
in  telling  it,  and  deliver  a  plain  message  bluuTly :  that  which 

*  (Well  as;.  +  Disg-ui?e.  I   Keep  company. 

5  I.  f.  ;the  play  being  v/ritten  in  Elizabeth's  time;  to  be  a  good  subject, 
a  Mod  Protestant. 
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ordinary  men  are  fit  for,  I  am  qualified  in ;  and  the  best  of  me  is 
diligence. 

Lear.  How  old  art  thou  ? 

Kent.  Not  so  young,  Sir,  to  love  a  woman  for  singing;  nor  so 
old,  to  dote  on  her  for  anything :  I  have  years  on  my  back,  forty- 
eight. 

Lear.  Follow  me,  thou  shalt  serve  me ;  if  I  like  thee  no  worse 
aft€r  dinner,  I  will  not  part  from  thee  yet. — Dinner,  ho,  dinner  ! 
— Where's  my  knave?  my  fool?  Go  you,  and  call  my  fool 
hither. 

'Enter  Steward. 

You,  you,  sirrah,  where's  my  daughter  ? 

Steio.  So  please  you, —  {Exit. 

Lear.  AVhat  says  the  fellow  there  ?  Call  the  clotpole  back. — 
Where's  my  fool,  ho  ! — I  think  the  world 's  asleep. — How  now  ? 
where's  that  mongrel  ? 

Knight.  He  says,  my  lord,  your  daughter  is  not  well. 

Lear.  Why  came  not  the  slave  back  to  me,  when  I  call'd  him  ? 

Knight.  Sir,  he  answer'd  me  in  the  roundest  manner,  he 
would  not. 

Lear.  He  would  not ! 

Knight.  My  lord,  I  know  not  what  the  matter  is ;  but,  to  my 
judgment,  your  highness  is  not  entertain'd  with  that  ceremonious 
aff'ection  as  you  were  wont ;  there's  a  great  abatement  of  kindness 
appears,  as  well  in  the  general  dependants,  as  in  the  duke  him- 
self also,  and  your  daughter. 

Lear.  Ha  !  say'st  thou  so  ? 

Knight.  I  beseech  you,  pardon  me,  my  lord,  if  I  be  mistaken  ; 
for  my  duty  cannot  be  silent,  when  I  think  your  highness  is 
wrong'd. 

Lear.  Thou  but  remember'st  mo  of  mine  own  conception ;  I 
have  perceived  a  most  faint  neglect  of  late :  which  I  have  rather 
blamed  as  mine  own  jealous  curiosity,  *  than  as  a  very  pretence  t 
and  purpose  of  unkindness:  I  will  look  further  into't. — JJut 
where's  my  fool  ?  I  have  not  seen  him  these  two  days. 

Knight.  Since  my  young  lady's  going  into  France,  Sir,  the 
fool  hath  much  pined  away. 

Lear.  No  more  of  that ;  I  have  noted  it  well. — Go  you,  and 
tell  my  daughter  I  would  speak  with  her. — Go  you,  call  hither 
my  fool. — 

Re-enter  STEWARD. 

O,  you  Sir,  you  Sir,  come  you  hither :  Who  am  I,  Sir  ? 

Stew.  My  lady's  father. 

Lear.  My  lady's  father !  my  lord's  knave :  you  wlioreson  dog ! 
you  slave  !  you  cur  ! 

Steiv.  I  am  none  of  this,  my  lord ;  I  beseech  you,  pardon  ine. 

Lear.  Do  you  bandy  looks  with  me,  you  rascal  ?  l&ir iking  him-. 

Stew.  I'll  not  be  struck,  my  lord. 

Kent.  Nor  tripp'd  neither ;  you  base  football-player. 

\_Tripping  up  his  heels. 
*  Punctilious  jealousy.  t  Design. 
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Lear.  I  thank  tliee,  fellow  ;  thou  servest  me,  and  I'll  love  thee. 

Kent.  Come,  Sir,  arise,  away ;  I'll  teach  you  diti'ercnces  ;  away, 
away :  If  you  will  measure  your  lubber's  length  again,  tarry :  but 
away:  goto;  Have  you  wisdom?  so.  \_Pushes  the  ^T'EWXhd  out. 

Lear.  Now,  my  friendly  knave,  I  thank  thee :  there's  earnest 
of  thy  service.  \_Givlng  Kent  muney. 

jEnter  FoOL. 

Fool.  Let  me  hire  him  too ; — Here's  my  coxcomb. 

[Oiviiig  Kent  Jiis  cap. 
Lear.  How  now,  my  pretty  knave  ?  how  dost  thou  ? 
Fool.  Sirrah,  you  were  best  take  my  coxcomb. 
Kent.  "Why,  fool? 

Fool,  Why  ?  Tor  taking  one's  part  that  is  out  of  favour :  Nay, 
an  thou  canst  not  smile  as  the  wind  sits,  thou'lt  catch  cold 
shortly:  There,  take  my  coxcomb :  Why,  this  fellow  has  banish'd 
two  of  his  daughters,  and  did  the  third  a  blessing  against  his  will ; 
if  thou  follow  him,  thou  must  needs  wear  my  coxcomb. — How 
now,  nuncle  ?  'Would  I  had  two  coxcombs  and  two  daughters  ! 
Lear.  AVhy,  my  boy  ? 

Fool.  If  I  gave  them  all  my  living*  I'd  keep  my  coxcombs  my- 
self :  There's  mine ;  beg  another  of  thy  daughters. 
Lear.  Take  heed,  sirrah  ;  the  whip. 

Fool.  Truth 's  a  dog  that  must  to  kennel  ?  he  must  be  whipp'd 
out,  when  Lady,  the  brach,t  may  stand  by  the  fire,  and  stink. 
Lear.  A  pestilent  gall  to  me  ! 
Fool.  Sirrah,  I'll  teach  thee  a  speech. 
Lear.  Do. 
Fool.  Mark  it,  nuncle : — 

Have  more  than  thou  showest, 
\  y-ySpeakless  than  thou  knowcst, 
\_,,-^  ^     jL(ilid  less  than  thou  owest,  % 
\^^  Hide  more  than  thou  goest, 

Learn  more  than  thou  trowest,§ 
Set  less  than  thou  tlirowest ; 
Leave  thy  drink  and  thy  whore, 
And  keep  in-a-door. 
And  thou  shalt  have  more 
Than  two  tens  to  a  score. 
Lear.  This  is  nothing,  fool. 

Fool.  Then  'tis  like  the  breath  of  an  unfee'd  lawyer ;  you  gave 
me  nothing  for't :  Can  you  make  no  use  of  nothing,  nuncle  ? 
Lear.  Why,  no,  boy  ;  nothing  can  be  made  out  of  nothing. 
Fool.  Pr'ythee,  tell  him,  so  much  the  rent  of  his  land  comes 
to ;  he  will  not  believe  a  fool.  [To  Kent. 

Lear.  A  bitter  fool ! 

Fool.  Dost  thou  know  the  diflerence,  my  boy,  between  a  bitter 
fool  and  a  sweet  fool  ? 
Lear.  No,  lad ;  teach  me. 
Fool,  That  lord,  that  counsell'd  thee, 


*  Estate.  t  A  scenting  hound. 

t  Ownest.  I)  Beliovcst. 
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To  give  away  thy  land, 
Come  place  him  here  by  me, — 

Or  do  thou  for  him  stand : 
The  sweet  and  bitter  fool 
Will  presently  appear ; 
The  one  in  motley  here, 
The  other  fonnd  out  there. 
Lear.  Dost  thou  call  me  fool,  boy  ? 

Fool.  All  thy  other  titles  thou  hast  given  away ;  that  thou 
wast  born  mth. 
Kent.  This  is  not  altogether  fool,  my  lord. 
Fool.  No,  'faith,  lords  and  great  men  will  not  let  me ;  if  I  had 
a  monopoly  out,  they  would  have  part  on't :  and  ladies  too,  they 
will  not  let  me  have  all  fool  to  myself;  they'll  be  snatching. — 
Give  me  an  egg,  nuncle,  and  I'll  give  thee  two  crowns. 
Lear.  What  two  crowns  shall  they  be  ? 

Fool.  Why,  after  I  have  cut  the  egg  i'  the  middle,  and  eat  up 
the  meat,  the  two  crovras  of  the  egg.  When  thou  clovest  thy 
crown  i'  the  middle,  and  gavest  away  both  parts,  thou  borest  thine 
ass  on  thy  back  over  the  dirt :  Thou  hadst  little  wit  in  thy  bald 
crown,  when  thou  gavest  thy  golden  one  away.  If  I  speak  like 
myself  in  this,  let  him  be  whipp'd  that  first  finds  it  so. 

Fools  had  ne^er  less  grace*  in  a  year  ;  [Singing. 

For  wise  men  are  grown  foppish  ; 
And  know  not  how  their  wits  to  icear. 
Their  manners  are  so  apish. 
Lear.  "\^lien  were  you  wont  to  be  so  full  of  songs,  sirrah  ? 
Fool.  I  have  used  it,  nuncle,  ever  since  thou  madest  thy  daugh- 
ters thy  mother :  for  when  thou  gavest  them  the  rod,  and  putt'st 
doAvn  thine  own  breeches. 

Then  they  for  sudden  Joy  did  tceep,  [Singing. 

Aiul  I  for  sorroiu  sung. 
That  such  a  king  .should  play  ho-peep, 
And  go  the  fools  among. 
Pr'j'thee,  nuncle,  keep  a  schoolmaster  that  can  teaeh  thy  fool  to 
lie ;  I  would  fain  learn  to  lie. 
Lear.  If  you  lie,  sirrah,  we'll  have  you  nhipp'd. 
Fool.  I  marvel,  what  kin  thou  and  thy  daughters  are :  they'll 
have  me  whipp'd  for  speaking  true,  thou'lt  have  me  whipp'd  for 
lying ;  and,  sometimes,  I  am  whipp'd  for  holding  my  peace.    I  had 
rather  be  any  kind  of  thing,  than  a  fool :  and  yet  I  would  not 
be  thee,  nuncle ;  thou  hast  pared  thy  wit  o'  both  sides,  and  lelt 
nothing  in  the  middle  :  Here  comes  one  o'  the  parings. 

Filter  GOXERIL. 

Lear.  How  now,  daughter!  what  makes  that  frontlet f  on? 
Methinks,  you  are  too  much  of  lato  i'  the  frown. 

Fool.  Thou  wast  a  pretty  fellow,  when  thou  hadst  no  need  to 
care  for  her  fi'owning;  now  thou  art  an  OJ  without  a  figure: 

*  Favour. 

t  A  cloth,  worn  by  ladies  at  night,  to  make  tl>e  forehead  sniocth. 

X  A  cipher. 
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I  am  better  than  thou  art  now;  I  am  a  fool,  thou  art  no- 
thing.— Yes,  forsooth,  I  will  hold  my  tongue ;  so  your  face 
[to  Gonebil]  bids  me,  though  you  say  nothing.    Mum,  mum. 
He  that  keeps  nor  crust  nor  crum, 
Weary  of  all,  shall  want  some. — 
That's  a  sheal'd  peascod.*  [Fointing  to  Leak. 

Qon.  Not  only,  Sir,  this  your  all-licensed  fool. 
But  other  of  your  insolent  retinue 
Do  hourly  carp  and  quarrel ;  breaking  forth 
In  rank  and  not-to-be-endured  riots.    Sir, 
I  had  thought,  by  making  this  well  known  unto  you. 
To  have  found  a  safe  redress ;  but  now  grow  fearful, 
By  what  yourself  too  late  have  spoke  and  done. 
That  you  protect  this  course,  and  put  it  on 
By  your  allowance  ;t  which  if  you  should,  the  fault 
Would  not  'scape  censure,  nor  the  redresses  sleep ; 
Which  J  in  the  tender  of  a  wholesome  weal,  J 
Might  in  their  working  do  you  that  offence. 
Which  else  were  shame,  that  then  necessity 
Will  call  discreet  proceeding. 

Fool.  For  you  trow,  nuncle. 

The  hedge-sparrow  fed  the  cuckoo  so  long. 
That  it  had  its  head  bit  off  by  its  young. 
So,  out  went  the  candle,  and  we  were  left  darkling. 

Zear.  Are  you  our  daughter  ? 

Gon.  Come,  Sir,  I  would,  you  would  make  use  of  that  good  wis- 
dom whereof  I  know  you  are  fraught ;  and  put  away  these  dispo- 
sitions, which  of  late  transform  you  from  what  you  rightly  are. 

Fool.  May  not  an  ass  know  when  the  cart  draws  the  horse  ? — 
Whoop,  Jug  !  I  love  thee. 

Zear.  Does  any  here  know  me  ? — Why  this  is  not  Lear :  does 
Lear  walk  thus  ?  speak  thus  ?  Where  are  his  eyes  ?  Either  his 
notion  weakens,  or  his  discemings  are  lethargied. — Sleeping  or 
waking  ? — Ha !  sure  'tis  not  so.— Who  is  it  that  can  tell  me  who 
I  am  ? — Lear's  shadow  ?  I  would  learn  that ;  for  by  the  marks 
of  sovereignty,  knowledge,  and  reason,  I  should  be  false  per- 
suaded I  had  daughters. — 

Fool.  Which  they  will  make  an  obedient  father. 

Zear.  Your  name,  fair  gentlewoman  ? 

Gon.  Come,  Sir ; 
This  admiration  is  much  o'  the  favour  § 
Of  other  your  new  pranks.    I  do  beseech  you 
To  understand  my  purposes  aright : 
As  you  are  old  and  reverend,  you  should  be  wise  : 
Here  do  you  keep  a  hundred  knights  and  squires ; 
Men  so  disorder'd,  so  debauch'd,  and  bold, 
That  this  our  court,  infected  with  their  manners. 
Shows  like  a  riotous  inn ;  epicurism  and  lust 
Make  it  more  like  a  tavern  or  a  brothel, 
Than  a  graced  palace.    The  shame  itself  doth  speak 
For  instant  remedy :  Be  then  desired 

*  Husk.  t  Approbation.  *  Well-governed  state. 

6  Character. 
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By  her,  that  else  will  take  the  thing  she  begs, 
A  little  to  disquantity  your  train  ; 
And  the  remainder,  that  shall  still  depend,* 
To  be  such  men  a.s  may  besort  your  age, 
And  know  themselves  aiid  you. 

Lear.  Darkness  and  devils  ! — 
Saddle  my  horses  ;  call  my  train  together. — 
Degenerate  bastard  !    I'll  not  trouble  thee ; 
Yet  have  I  left  a  daughter. 

Gon.  You  strike  my  people ;  and  your  disorder'd  rabblo 
Make  servants  of  their  betters. 

JS liter  Albany. 

Lear.  Woe,  that  too  late  repents, — O,  Sir,  are  you  come  ? 
Is  it  your  will  ?  [2'o  Albany.]    Speak,  Sir. — Prepare  my  horses. 
Ingratitude !  thou  marble -hearted  liend, 
IMore  hideous,  when  thou  show'st  thee  in  a  child, 
Than  the  sea-monster  !  t 

Alb.  Pray,  Sir,  be  patient. 

Lear.  Detested  kite  !  thou  best :  [  To  GoNEBlL. 

My  train  are  men  of  choice  and  raiest  parts. 
That  all  particulars  of  duty  know : 
And  in  the  most  exact  regard  support 
The  worships  of  their  name. — O  most  small  fault, 
How  ugly  didst  thou  in  Cordelia  show  ! 
Which,  like  an  engine,  wrench'd  my  frame  of  nature 
Prom  the  fix'd  place ;  drew  from  my  heart  all  love. 
And  added  to  the  gall.    O  Lear,  Lear,  Lear  ! 
Beat  at  this  gate  that  let  thy  folly  in,  [  Striking  Ms  head. 

And  thy  dear  judgment  out !    Go,  go,  my  people. 

Alb.  My  lord,  lam  guiltless,  as  I  am  ignorant 
Of  what  hath  moved  you. 

Lear.  It  may  be  so,  my  lord. — Hear,  Nature,  hear ; 
Dear  goddess,  hear !    Suspend  thy  purpose,  if 
Thou  didst  intend  to  make  this  creature  fruitful ! 
Into  her  womb  convey  sterility  ! 
Dry  up  in  her  the  organs  of  increase ; 
And  from  her  derogateX  body  never  spring 
A  babe  to  honour  her.    If  she  must  teem, 
Create  her  child  of  spleen ;  that  it  may  live, 
And  be  a  thwart  disnatured  torment  to  her  ! 
Let  it  stamp  wrinkles  in  her  brow  of  youth  ! 
AVith  cadent  §  tears  fret  channels  in  her  cheeks ; 
Turn  all  her  mother's  pains,  and  benefit.?. 
To  laughter  and  contempt ;  that  she  may  feel 
How  sliarper  than  a  serjient's  tooth  it  is 
To  have  a  thankless  child  I — Away,  away  !  \_E.vit. 

Alb.  Now,  gods,  that  we  adore,  whereof  comes  this? 

Gon.  Never  afllict  yourself  to  know  the  cause; 

*  Continue  in  service. 

t  In  reference,  perhaps,  to  the  liippopotamu?,  the  hicroglyphical  sym 
bol  of  impiety  and  ing-ratitude. 
t  Dejjenerate.  §  Falling. 
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"But  let  his  disposition  have  tliat  scope 
Tliat  dotage  gives  it. 

lie-enter  Leae. 

Lear.  What,  fifty  of  my  followers,  at  a  clap  I 
NYithin  a  fortnight  ? 

Alb.  AV'hat's  the  matter.  Sir  ? 

Lear.  I'll  tell  thee ;— Life  and  death  !     I  am  ashamed 
That  thou  hast  power  to  shake  my  manhood  thus  : 

[To  GONEEIL. 

That  these  hot  tears,  which  break  from  me  perforce, 

Should  make  thee  worth  them. — Blasts  and  fogs  upon  thee ! 

The  untented*  woundings  of  a  father's  curse 

Pierce  every  sense  about  thee  ! — Old  fond  eyes, 

Beweep  this  cause  again,  I'll  pluck  you  out ; 

And  cast  you,  with  the  waters  that  you  lose, 

To  temper  clay. — Ha  !  is  it  come  to  this  ? 

Let  it  be  so : — Yet  have  I  left  a  daughter, 

Who,  I  am  sure,  is  kind  and  comfortable  ; 

"When  she  shall  hear  this  of  thee,  with  her  nails 

She'll  flay  thy  wolfish  visage.    Thou  shalt  find, 

That  I'll  resume  the  shape  which  thou  dost  think 

I  have  cast  off  for  ever;  thou  shalt,  I  warrant  thee. 

[I^xeunt  Lear,  Kent,  and  Attendants. 
Gon.  Do  you  mark  that,  my  lord  ? 
Alb.  I  cannot  be  so  partial,  Goneril, 
To  the  great  love  I  bear  you, — 
^  Gon.  Pray  you,  conteut. — AVhat,  Oswald,  ho  ! 
You,  Sir,  more  knave  than  fool,  after  your  master.  [  To  the  Fool. 
Fool.  Nuncle  Lear,  nuncle  Lear,  tarry,  and  take  the  fool 
with  thee. 

A  fox,  when  one  has  caught  her. 

And  such  a  daughter. 

Should  sure  to  the  slaughter. 

If  my  cap  would  buy  a  halter ; 

So  the  fool  follows  after.  [Exit. 

Gon.  This  man  hath  had  good  counsel :— A  hundred  knights  ! 
'Tis  politic,  and  safe,  to  let  him  keep 
At  point,!  a  himdred  knights.    Yes,  that  on  every  dream, 
Each  buzz,  each  fancy,  each  complaint,  dislike, 
lie  may  enguard  his  "dotage  with  their  powers. 
And  hold  our  lives  in  mercy. — Oswald,  I  say  ! — 

Alb.  Well,  you  may  fear  too  far. 

Gon.  Safer  than  trust : 
Let  me  still  take  away  the  harms  I  fear, 
Not  fear  still  to  be  taken.    I  know  his  heart : 
What  he  hath  utter'd,  I  have  writ  my  sister ; 
Ifshe  sustain  him  and  his  hundred  knights, 
When  I  have  show'd  the  unfitness How  now,  O.-^wald? 

Enter  Stewaed. 
What,  have  you  writ  that  letter  to  my  sister  ? 

*  Undressed.  +  Completely  armed. 
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Steio.  Ay,  madam. 

Oon.  Take  you  some  company,  and  away  to  borse : 
Inform  her  full  of  my  particular  fear  ; 
And  thereto  add  such  reasons  of  your  own, 
As  may  compact  it  more.*    Get  you  gone ; 
And  hasten  your  return.    \_IExit  Steward.]   No,  no,  my  lord. 
This  milky  gentleness,  and  course  of  yours, 
Though  I  condemn  it  not,  yet,  under  pardon. 
You  are  much  more  attask  dt  for  want  of  wisdom. 
Than  praised  for  harmful  mildness. 

Alb.  How  far  your  eyes  may  pierce,  I  cannot  tell ; 
Striving  to  better,  oft  we  mar  Avhat's  well.. 

Gon.  Nay,  then — 

Alb.  Well,  well ;  the  event.  {^Exeunt. 

SCENE  V— Court  before  Hie  same. 
Enter  Leae,  Kent,  and  Fool. 

Lear.  Go  you  before  to  Gloster  with  these  letters :  acquaint 
my  daughter  no  further  with  anything  you  know,  than  comes 
from  her  demand  out  of  the  letter :  If  your  diligence  be  not 
speedy,  I  shall  be  there  before  you. 

Kent.  I  will  not  sleep,  my  lord,  till  I  have  delivered  your  letter. 

l^Exit. 

Fool.  If  a  man's  brains  were  in  his  heels,  were't  not  in  danger 
of  kibes  ? 

Lear.  Ay,  boy. 

Fool.  Then  I  pr'ythee,  be  merry ;  thy  wit  shall  not  go  slip- 
shod. 

Lear.  Ha,  ha,  ha ! 

Fool.  Shalt  see,  thy  other  daughter  will  use  thee  kindly  :  X  for 
though  she's  as  like  this  as  a  crab  is  like  an  apple,  yet  I  can  tell 
what  I  can  tell. 

Lear.  Why,  what  canst  thou  tell,  my  boy  ? 

Fool.  She  will  taste  as  like  this,  as  a  crab  does  to  a  crab.  Thou 
canst  tell,  why  one's  nose  stands  i'  the  middle  of  his  face  ? 

Lear.  No. 

Fool.  Why,  to  keep  his  eyes  on  either  side  his  nose ;  that  what 
a  man  cannot  smell  out,  he  may  spy  into. 

Lear.  I  did  her  §  wrong : — 

Fool.  Canst  tell  how  an  oyster  makes  his  shell  ? 

Lear.  No. 

Fool.  Nor  I  neither ;  but  I  can  tell  why  a  snail  has  a  house. 

Lear.  Why? 

Fool.  Why,  to  put  his  head  in ;  not  to  give  it  away  to  liis 
daughters,  and  leave  his  horns  without  a  ca.-e. 

Lear.  I  will  forget  my  nature. — So  kind  a  father ! — Be  my 
horses  ready  ? 

Fool.  Thy  asses  are  gone  about  'em.  The  reason  why  the  seven 
stars  are  no  more  than  seven  is  a  pretty  reason. 

Lear.  Because  they  are  not  eight  ? 

*  Make  your  story  complete.  f  I.iable  to  reprehension. 

I.  e.  like  her  kind,  her  sister  Goneril.  §  /.  e.  Cordelia. 
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Fool.  Tes,  indeed  :  Thou  wouldst  make  a  good  fool. 

Lear.  To  take  it*  again  porCorce ! — Monster  inoratitude  ! 

Fool.  If  thou  wert  my  fool,  nuncle,  I'd  have  thee  beaten  for 
being  old  before  thy  time. 

Lear.  How's  that. 

Fool.  Thou  shouldst  not  hare  been  old,  before  thou  hadst 
been  wise. 

Lear.  O  let  me  not  be  mad,  not  mad,  sweet  heaven  ! 
Keep  me  in  temper ;  I  would  not  be  mad  ! — 

Fnter  GENTLEMAN. 
How  now  !  Are  the  horses  ready  ? 

Gent.  Eeady,  my  lord. 

Lear.  Come,  boy. 

Fool.  She  that 's  a  maid  now,  and  laughs  at  my  departure, 
Shall  not  be  a  maid  long,  unless  things  be  cut  shorter.     {^Exeunt. 


ACT  11. 

SCFXE  I.— A  Court  mithin  the  Castle  of  the  Earl  o/GloSTEB. 

Enter  Edmund  and  CURAN,  meeting. 

Edm.  Save  thee,  Curan. 

Cur.  And  you,  Sir.  I  have  been  with  your  father ;  and  given 
him  notice,  that  the  duke  of  Cornwall,  and  Eegan  his  duchess, 
will  be  here  with  him  to-night. 

Edm.  How  conies  that  ? 

Cur.  Nay,  I  know  not :  You  have  heard  of  the  news  abroad : 
I  mean  the  whispered  ones,  for  they  are  yet  but  ear-kissing 
arguments  ? 

Fdm.  Not  I ;  'Pray  you,  what  are  they  ? 

Cur.  Have  you  heard  of  no  likely  wars  toward,  'twxt  the  dukes 
of  Cornwall  and  Albany  ? 

Edm.  Not  a  word. 

Cur.  Tou  mav  then,  in  time.    Fare  vou  well.  Sir.  {^Exit. 

Edm.  The  duke  be  here  to-night  ?  The  bettor  !  Best ! 
This  weaves  itself  perforce  into  my  business  ! 
My  father  hath  set  guard  to  take  my  brother ; 
And  I  have  one  thing,  of  a  queazy  t  question, 
Which  I  must  act :— Briefness,  and  fortune,  work  ! — 
Brother,  a  word ;  descend : — Brother,  I  say  ; 

Enter  Edgae. 
My  father  watches  : — O  Sir,  fly  this  place ; 
Intelligence  is  given  where  you  are  hid ; 
You  have  now  the  good  advantage  of  the  night  :— 
Have  you  not  spoken  'gainst  the  duke  of  Cornwall  ? 
He's  coming  hither ;  now,  i'  the  night,  i'  the  haste. 
And  Regan  with  him ;  Have  you  nothing  said 
Upon  his  party  'gainst  the  duke  of  Albany  ? 
Advise  yourself  % 

*  I.  e.  what  I  have  given.  t  Delicate, 

t  Consider,  recollect  yourself. 
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JEdg.  I  am  sure  on't,  not  a  word. 

Edm.  I  hear  my  father  coming, — Pardon  me  :— 
In  cunning,  I  must  draw  my  sword  upon  you : — 
Draw  :  Seem  to  defend  yourself:  Now  quit  you  well. 
Yield : — come  before  my  father  ; — Light,  ho,  here  ! — 
Plj',  brother ; — Torches  !  torches  ! — So,  farewell. — 

[Exit  Edgar. 
Some  blood  drawn  on  me  would  beget  opinion     [  Wounds  his  ann. 
Of  my  more  fierce  endeavour :  I  have  seen  drunkards 
Do  more  than  this  in  sport. — Father !  father ! 
Stop,  stop  !  No  help  ? 

Enter  Gloster,  and  Servants  tcith  torcJics. 

Glo.  Now,  Edmund,  where's  the  villain  ? 

Edm.  Here  stood  he  in  the  dark,  his  sharp  sword  out, 
Mumbling  of  wicked  charms,  conjuring  the  moou 
To  stand  his  auspicious  mistress  : — 

Glo.  But  where  is  he  ? 

Edin.  Look,  Sir,  I  bleed. 

Olo.  "Where  is  the  villain,  Edmund? 

Ediu.  Fled  this  way,  Sir.    "When  by  no  means  he  could— 

Glo.  Pursue  him,  ho!— Go  after. —  [Exit  Servant.]    By  no 
means, — what  ? 

Edri.  Persuade  me  to  the  murder  of  your  lordship ; 
But  that  I  told  him  the  revenging  gods 
'Gainst  parricides  did  all  their  thundci's  bend ; 
Spoke,  with  how  manifold  and  strong  a  bond 
Tiie  child  was  bound  to  the  father : — Sir,  in  fine, 
Seeing  how  loathly  opposite  I  stood 
To  his  unnatural  purpose,  in  fell  motion, 
"With  his  prepared  sword,  he  charges  home 
My  unprovided  body,  lanced  mine  arm : 
But  when  he  saw  my  best  alarum'd  spirits. 
Bold  in  the  quarrel's  right,  roused  to  the  encounter, 
Or  whether  'ghasted  by  the  noise  1  made. 
Full  suddenly  he  fled. 

Glo.  Let  him  fly  far  : 
Not  in  this  land  shall  he  remain  uncaught ; 
And  found — Despatch. — The  noble  duke  my  master. 
My  worthy  arch  *  and  i)atron,  comes  to-night : 
By  his  authority  I  will  proclaim  it. 
That  he,  which  finds  him,  shall  deserve  our  thanks. 
Bringing  the  murd'rous  coward  to  the  stake ; 
He,  that  conceals  him,  death. 

Edm.  When  I  dissuaded  him  from  his  intent. 
And  found  him  pight  t  to  do  it,  with  curst  J  si^eech 
I  threaten'd  to  discover  him :  He  replied. 
Thou  unpossessing  hastard  !  dost  thou  thinlc, 
If  I  would  stand  against  thee,  icoidd  the  re2)0sal 
Of  any  trust,  virtue,  or  loorth,  in  thee 
Make  thy  toords  failKd  1  Ko  :  what  I  should  deny 
{As  this  I  would  ;  ay,  though  thou  didst  irroduce 

*  Chief.  t  Pitched,  fixed.  X  An^ry. 
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Ml/  very  character*  )  I'd  turn  it  all 
To  thy  suggestion,  plot,  and  damned  practice  : 
And  thou  must  make  a  dullard  of  the  irorld, 
Jf  they  not  thought  the  profits  of  my  death 
Were  very  pregnant  and  potential  spurs 
To  make  thee  seek  it. 

Glo.  Strong  and  fasten'd  villain  ! 
Would  he  deny  his  letter  ? — I  never  got  him.      {^Trumpets  n-ilhin.- 
Hark,  the  duke's  trumpets  !  1  know  not  why  he  comes : — 
All  ports  I'll  bar  ;  the  villain  shall  not  "scape ; 
The  duke  must  grant  me  that :  besides,  his  picture 
I  will  send  far  and  near,  that  all  the  kingdom 
May  have  due  note  of  him ;  and  of  my  land, 
Loyal  and  natural  boy,  I'll  work  the  meaus 
To  make  thee  capable,  t 

i:nter  CORNWALL,  Eegan,  and  Attendants. 

Corn.  How  now,  my  noble  friend  ?  since  I  came  hither 
(Which  I  can  call  but  now),  I  have  heard  strange  news. 

Reg.  If  it  be  true,  all  vengeance  comes  too  short 
Which  can  pursue  the  offender.    How  dost,  my  lord  ? 

Glo.  O  Madam,  my  old  heart  is  crack'd,  is  cract'd  ! 

Beg.  What,  did  my  father's  god.son  seek  your  life  ? 
He  whom  my  father  named  ?  your  Edgar  ? 

Glo.  O,  lady,  lady,  shame  would  have  it  hid  ! 

Reg.  Was  he  not  companion  with  the  riotous  knights 
That  tend  upon  my  father  ? 

Glo.  I  know  not,  Madam : 
It  is  too  bad,  too  bad. — 

Edm.  Yes,  Madam,  he  was. 

Beg.  No  marvel  then,  though  he  were  ill  affected ; 
'Tis  they  have  put  him  on  the  old  man's  death, 
To  have  the  waste  and  spoil  of  his  revenues. 
I  have  this  present  evening  from  my  sister 
Been  well  inform'd  of  them;  and  with  such  cautions. 
That,  if  they  come  to  sojourn  at  ray  house, 
I'll  not  be  there. 

Corn.  Nor  I,  a.ssure  thee,  Regan. — 
Edmund,  I  hear  that  you  have  showu  your  father 
A  child-like  ollice. 

Edm.  'Twas  my  duty,  Sir. 

Glo.  He  did  bewray  X  his  practice  ;  §  and  received 
This  hurt  you  see,  striving  to  apprehend  him. 

Corn.  Is  he  pur-sued  ? 

Glo.  Ay,  my  good  lord,  he  is. 

Corn.  If  he  be  taken,  he  shall  never  more 
Be  fear'd  of  doing  harm :  make  your  own  purpose. 
How  in  my  strength  you  please. — Por  you,  Edmuud, 
AVhose  virtue  and  ol^edieuce  doth  this  instant 
So  much  commend  itself,  you  shall  be  ours ; 

•  Handwriting.  -^  I.  e.  of  succeeding  to  my  land. 

t  Discover.  4  Wicked  purpose. 
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Natures  of  such  deep  trust  we  sliall  much  need ; 
You  we  first  seize  on. 

Udm.  I  shall  serve  you,  Sir, 
Truly,  however  else. 

Olo.  For  him  I  thank  your  grace. 

Corn.  You  know  not  why  we  came  to  visit  you,^ 

Iteg.  Thus  out  of  season  threading  dark-eyed  night 
Occasions,  noble  Gloster,  of  some  poize,* 
Wherein  we  must  have  use  of  your  advice : — 
Our  father  he  hath  writ,  so  hath  our  sister, 
Of  differences,  which  I  best  thought  it  fit 
To  answer  from  our  home ;  the  several  messengers 
Prom  hence,  attend  despatch.    Our  good  old  friend. 
Lay  comforts  to  your  bosom ;  and  bestow 
Your  needful  counsel  to  our  business, 
"Wliich  craves  the  instant  use. 

Glo.  I  serve  you,  Madam ; 
Your  graces  are  right  welcome.  \_Exeunt. 

SCENE  II.— Before  Glostee's  Castle. 

Enter  Kent  and  Steward,  severally. 

Stew.  Good  dawning  to  thee,  friend :  Art  of  the  house  ? 

Kent.  Ay. 

Stew.  Where  may  we  set  our  horses  ? 

Kent.  I' the  mire. 

Stew.  Pr'ythee,  if  thou  love  me,  tell  me. 

Ke7it.  I  love  thee  not. 

Steio.  Why,  then  I  care  not  for  thee. 

Kent.  If  I  had  thee  in  Lipsbury  pinfold,  I  would  make  thee 
care  for  me. 

Stew.  Why  dost  thou  use  me  thus  ?  I  know  thee  not. 

Kent.  Pellow,  I  know  thee. 

Steic.  What  dost  thovi  know  me  for  ? 

Keyit.  A  knave ;  A  rascal,  an  eater  of  broken  meats ;  a  base, 
proud,  shallow,  beggarly,  three-suited,  hundred-pound,  filthy 
worsted-stocking  knave;  a  lily-liver'd,  action-taking f  knave;  a 
whoreson,  glass-gazing,  superserviceable,  finical  rogue ;  one- 
trunk-inheritiug  slave ;  one  that  wouldst  be  a  bawd,  in  way  of 
good  service,  and  art  nothing  but  the  composition  of  a  knave, 
beggar,  coward,  pandar,  and  the  son  and  heir  of  a  mongrel  bitch  : 
one  whom  I  will  beat  into  clamorous  whining,  if  thou  dcny'st 
the  least  syllable  of  thy  addition.  J 

Steiv.  Why,  what  a  monstrous  fellow  art  thou,  thus  to  rail  on 
one,  that  is  neither  known  of  thee,  nor  knows  thee  ! 

Kent.  What  a  brazen-faced  varlet  art  thou,  to  deny  thou 
know'st  me  !  Is  it  two  days  ago,  since  I  tripp'd  up  thy  heels,  and 
beat  thee,  before  the  king  ?  Draw,  you  rogue ;  for,  though  it  be 
night,  the  moon  shines ;  I'll  make  a  sop  o'  the  moonshine  of 
you :  §  Draw,  you  whoreson  cullionly  barber-monger,  draw. 

[Iiraicinff  his  stvoi-d. 

*  Weight. 

t  That  will  not  fight,  but  bring:  an  action  for  assault. 

J  Titles.  §  E!j:gs  in  mooiishinc  was  a  dish  of  eggs,  oil,  I'^c. 
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Stew.  Away ;  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  thee. 

Keyit.  Draw,  you  rascal :  you  come  with  letters  against  the 
king ;  and  take  Yanity,  the  puppet's  part,  against  the  royalty  of 
her  father :  Draw,  you  rogue,  or  111  so  carbonado  your  shanks : 
— draw,  you  rascal ;  come  your  ways. 

Steiu.  Help,  ho  !  murder !  help  ! 

Kent.  Strike,  you  slave ;  stand,  rogue,  stand ;  you  neat*  slave, 
strike.  \_Beating  kirn. 

Steio.  Help,  ho !  murder  !  murder ! 

Unter  EDMUND,  Cobnwall,  Began,  Glostee,  and  Servants. 

Edm.  How  now  ?    What's  the  matter  ? 

Kent.  With  you,  goodman  boy,  if  you  please ;  come,  I'll  flesh 
you ;  come  on,  young  master. 

Glo.  Weapons  !  arms !    What's  the  matter  here  ? 

Corn.  Keep  peace,  upon  your  lives ; 
He  dies,  that  strikes  again  :  What  is  the  matter  ? 

Seg.  The  messengers  from  our  sister  and  the  king. 

Corn.  What  is  your  difference  ?  speak. 

Steio.  I  am  scarce  in  breath,  my  lord. 

Kent.  No  marvel,  you  have  so  bestirr'd  your  valour.  You 
cowardly  rascal,  nature  disclaims  in  thee ;  a  tailor  made  thee. 

Corn.  Thou  art  a  strange  feUow :  a  tailor  make  a  man  ? 

Kent.  Ay,  a  tailor.  Sir ;  a  stone-cutter,  or  a  painter,  could  not 
have  made  him  so  ill,  though  they  had  been  but  two  hours  at 
the  trade. 

Corn.  Speak  yet,  how  grew  your  quarrel  ? 

Steio.  This  ancient  ruffian.  Sir,  whose  life  I  have  spared. 
At  suit  of  his  grey  beard, — 

Kent.  Thou  whoreson  zed!  thou  unnecessary  letter! — My 
lord,  if  you  will  give  me  leave,  I  will  tread  this  unboltedt  vil- 
lain into  mortar,  and  daub  the  wall  of  a  jakesj  \^'ith  liim. — 
Spare  my  grey  beard,  you  wagtail  ? 

Corn.  Peace,  sirrah ! 
Tou  beastly  knave,  know  you  no  reverence  ? 

Kent.  Yes,  Sir ;  but  anger  has  a  privilege. 

Corn.  Why  art  thou  angry  ? 

Kent.  That  such  a  slave  as  this  should  wear  a  sword, 
Who  wears  no  honesty.    Such  smiling  rogues  as  these. 
Like  rats,  oft  bite  the  holy  cords  atwam 
Which  are  too  intrinse  §  t'  unloose  :  smooth  every  passion 
That  in  the  natures  of  their  lords  rebels ; 
Bring  oil  to  fire,  snow  to  their  colder  moods ; 
Renege, II  affirm,  and  turn  their  halcyon^  beaks 
U'ith  every  gale  and  vary  of  their  masters. 
As  knowing  nought,  like  dogs,  but  follo\ving. — 
A  plague  upon  your  epileptic  visage  ! 
Smile  you  my  speeches,  as  I  were  a  fool  ? 

*  Finical.  t  Unrefined.  t  Privy. 

k  Perplexed.  ||   Disown. 

^  The  bird  called  the  kin^sher,  which,  when  dried,  and  hung  up  by  a 
thread,  is  supposed  to  tuni  its  bill  to  the  point  from  whence  the  wind 

blows. 
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Goose,  if  I  had  you  upon  Sarum  plain, 
I'd  drive  ye  cackling  home  to  Camelot.* 

Corn.  What,  art  thou  mad,  old  fellow  ? 

Glo.  How  fell  you  out  ? 
*  Say  that. 

Kent.  No  contraries  hold  more  antipathy, 
Than  I  and  such  a  knave. 

Coryi.  Why  dost  thou  call  him  knave  ?    "What's  his  offence  ? 

Kent.  His  countenance  likes  me  not.t 

Cam.  No  more,  perchance,  docs  mine,  or  hLs,  or  hers. 

Kent.  Sir,  'tis  my  occupation  to  be  plain ; 
I  have  seen  better  faces  in  my  time, 
Than  stands  on  any  shoulder  that  I  see 
Before  me  at  this  instant. 

Corn.  This  is  some  fellow. 
Who,  having  been  praised  for  bhmtness,  doth  affect 
A  saucy  roughness  ;  and  constrains  the  garb,I 
Quite  from  his  nature :  He  cannot  flatter,  he  ! — 
An  honest  mind  and  plain, — he  must  speak  truth, 
And  they  will  take  it,  so ;  if  not,  he's  plain. 
These  kind  of  knaves  I  know,  which  in  this  plamness 
Harbour  more  craft,  and  more  corrupter  ends. 
Than  twenty  silly  §  ducking  observants. 
That  stretch  their  duties  nicely. 

Kent.  Sir,  in  good  sooth,  in  sincere  verity. 
Under  the  allowance  of  your  grand  aspect. 
Whose  influence,  like  tlie  wreath  of  radiant  fire 
On  flickering  Phoebus'  front, — 

Corn.  What  mean'st  by  this  ? 

Kent.  To  go  out  of  my  dialect,  which  you  discommend  so 
much.  I  know,  Sir,  I  am  no  flatterer :  he  that  beguiled  you  in  a 
plain  accent,  was  a  plain  knave ;  which,  for  my  part,  I  will  not 
be,  though  I  should  win  your  displeasure ;[  to  entreat  me  to  it. 

Corn.  What  was  the  offence  you  gave  hini  ? 

Steic.  Never  any : 
It  pleased  the  king  his  ma.ster,  verj'  late. 
To  strike  at  me,  upon  his  misconstruction ; 
When  he,  conjunct,  and  flattering  his  displeasure, 
Tripp'd  me  benind ;  being  do^^-n,  insulted,  rail'd. 
And  put  upon  him  such  a  deal  of  man. 
That  worthy'd  him,  got  praises  of  the  king 
For  him  attempting  who  was  self-subdued ; 
And,  in  the  fleshment  of  this  dread  exploit. 
Drew  on  me  here. 

Kent.  None  of  these  rogues,  and  cowards. 
But  Ajax  is  their  fool. If 

Corn.  Fetch  forth  the  stocks,  ho  ! 
You  stubborn  ancient  knave,  you  reverend  braggart. 
We'll  teach  you — 

Kent.  Sir,  I  am  too  old  to  learn  : 

*  In  Somerselshire,  where  are  bred  great  quantities  of  f^eese. 

t /.  s.  pleases  me  not.  t  The  outside  aspect.  §  Simple,  rustic. 

y  /.  e.  you  displeased.  T  A  fool  to  them. 
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Call  not  your  stocks  for  me  :  I  serve  the  king ; 
On  whose  emjjloyment  I  was  sent  to  you : 
You  shall  do  small  respect,  show  too  bold  malice 
Against  the  grace  and  person  of  my  master. 
Stocking  his  messenger. 

Corn.  Fetch  forth  the  stocks : 
As  I've  life  and  honour,  there  shall  he  sit  till  noon. 

Reg.  Till  noon !  till  night,  my  lord ;  and  all  night  too. 

Kent.  "Why,  madam,  if  I  were  your  father's  dog, 
You  should  not  use  me  so. 

llerj.  Sir,  being  his  knave,  I  will.  [Stocks  Irougld  out. 

Corn.  This  is  a  fellow  of  the  self-same  colour 
Our  sister  speaks  of: — Come,  bring  away  the  stocks. 

Glo.  Let  me  beseech  your  grace  not  to  do  so : 
His  fault  is  much,  and  the  good  king  his  master 
Will  check  him  for't :  your  purposed  low  correction 
Is  such,  a.s  basest  and  contemned'st  ^^Tetches, 
For  pilferings  and  most  common  trespasses. 
Are  punish'd  with  :  the  king  must  take  it  ill, 
That  he's  so  slightly  valued  in  his  messenger, 
Should  have  him  thus  restrain'd. 

Corn.  I'll  answer  that. 

Reg.  !My  sister  may  receive  it  much  more  worse, 
To  have  her  gentleman  abused,  assaulted, 
For  following  her  afifairs. — Put  in  his  legs. — 

[Kext  Is  put  in  tli£  stocks. 
Come,  my  good  lord ;  away. 

[Exeunt  all  hut  KeN'T  and  Glostek. 

Glo.  I  am  sorrow  for  thee,  friend  ;  'tis  the  duke's  pleasure. 
Whose  disposition,  all  the  world  well  knows, 
Will  not  be  rubb'd,  nor  stopji'd  :  I'll  entreat  for  thee. 

Kent.  Praj",  do  not,  Sir :  I  have  watch'd,  and  travell'd  hard ; 
Some  time  I  shall  sleep  out,  the  rest  I'll  whistle. 
A  good  man's  fortune  may  grow  out  at  heels  : 
Give  you  good  morrow ! 

G!o.  The  duke 's  to  blame  in  this ;  'twill  be  ill  taken.      [Exit. 

Kent.  Good  king,  that  must  approve  the  common  saw  !* 
Thou  out  of  heaven's  benediction  com'st 
To  the  warm  sun  ! 

Approach,  thou  beacon  to  this  under  globe, 
That  by  thy  comfortable  beams  I  may 
Peruse  this  letter  I — Nothing  almost  sees  miracles. 
But  misery  ; — I  know  'tis  from  Cordelia : 
AYho  hath  most  fortunately  been  inform'd 
Of  my  obscured  course;  and  shall  find  time 
From  this  enormous  state, — seeking  to  give 
Losses  their  remedies : — All  weary  and  o'er-viatch'd, 
Take  vantage,  heavy  eyes,  not  to  behold 
This  shameful  lodging! 
Fortune,  good  night;  smile  once  more;  turn  thy  wheel. 

[He  sleeps. 
*■  Ijaying,  proverb. 
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SCENE  III— A  part  of  the  Seath. 
Enter  Edgab. 
Edg.  I  heard  myself  proclaim'd  ; 
And,  by  the  happy  hollow  of  a  tree, 
Escaped  the  hunt.    No  port  is  free ;  no  place. 
That  guard,  and  most  unusual  vigilance, 
Does  not  attend  my  taking.    While  I  may  'scape, 
I  will  preserve  myself :  and  am  bethought 
To  take  the  basest  and  most  poorest  shape, 
That  ever  penury,  in  contempt  of  man, 
Brought  near  to  beast ;  my  face  I'll  grime  with  filth ; 
Blanket  my  loins ;  elf*  all  my  hair  in  knots ; 
And  with  presented  nakedness  outface 
The  winds,  and  persecutions  of  the  sky. 
The  country  gives  me  proof  and  precedent 
Of  Bedlam  beggars,  who,  with  roaring  voices. 
Strike  in  their  numb'd  and  mortified  bare  arms. 
Pins,  wooden  pricks,+  nails,  sprigs  of  rosemary ; 
And  with  this  horrible  object,  from  low  farms, 
Poor  pelting  J  villages,  sheep-cotes  and  mills, 
Sometime  with  lunatic  bans,  §  sometime  with  prayers. 
Enforce  their  charity. — Poor  Turlygood  !  poor  Tom  ! 
There's  something  yet ; — Edgar  I  nothing  am.  \_Exit. 

SCENE  IV.— Before  Glostee's  Castle. 
Enter  Lear,  Pool,  owrf  Gentleman. 

Leai'.  'Tis  strange,  that  they  should  so  depart  from  home, 
And  not  send  back  my  messenger. 

Oent.  As  I  learn'd, 
The  night  before  there  was  no  purpose  in  them 
Of  this  remove. 

Kent.  Hail  to  thee,  noble  master ! 

Lear.  How  ! 
Mak'st  thou  this  shame  thy  pastime  ? 

Kent.  No,  my  lord. 

Fool.  Ha,  ha !  look  !  he  wears  cruel  ||  garters  !  Horses  arc 
tied  by  the  heads ;  dogs  and  bears  by  the  neck ;  monkeys  by 
the  loins,  and  men  by  the  legs :  when  a  man  is  over-lusty  at  legs, 
then  he  wears  wooden  nether-stocks.lF 

Lear.  What's  he,  that  hath  so  much  thy  place  mistook 
To  set  thee  here  ? 

Kent.  It  is  both  he  and  she. 
Your  son  and  daughter. 

Lear.  No. 

Kent.  Yes. 

Lear.  No,  I  say. 

Kent.  I  say,  j"ea. 

Lear.  No,  no ;  they  would  not. 

Kent.  Yes,  they  have. 

Lear.  By  Jupitei",  I  swear,  no. 

*  Knot.  t  Skewers.  i  Taltry.  S  Curses. 

I  A  quibble  on  crewell,  worsted.  \  Stockings, 
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Kent.  By  Juno,  I  swear,  ay. 

Lear.  They  durst  not  do't. 
They  could  not,  would  not  do't ;  'tis  worse  than  murder. 
To  do  upon  respect  such  violent  outrage : 
Resolve  me,  with  all  modest  haste,  which  way 
Thou  miglitst  deserve,  or  they  impose,  this  usage, 
Coming  from  us. 

Kent.  My  lord,  when  at  their  home 
I  did  commend  your  highness'  letters  to  them. 
Ere  I  was  risen  from  the  place  that  show'd 
My  duty  kneeling,  came  tliere  a  reeking  post, 
Stew'd  in  his  haste,  half  breathless,  panting  forth 
Erom  Goneril  his  mistress,  salutations ; 
Deliver'd  letters,  spite  of*  intermission. 
Which  presently  they  read :  on  whose  contents, 
They  summon'd  up  their  meiny,t  straight  took  horse  ; 
Commanded  me  to  follow,  and  attend 
The  leisure  of  their  answer ;  gave  me  cold  looks : 
And  meeting  here  the  other  messenger. 
Whose  welcome,  I  perceived,  had  poison'd  mine 
(Being  the  very  fellow  that  of  late 
Display'd  so  saucily  against  your  highness), 
Having  more  man  than  wit  about  me,  drew ; 
He  raised  the  house  with  loud  and  coward  cries : 
Your  son  and  daughter  found  this  trespass  worth 
The  shame  which  here  it  suffers. 

Fool.  Winter 's  not  gone  yet,  if  the  wild  geese  fly  that  way. 
Fathers,  that  wear  rags, 

Do  make  their  children  blind ; 
But  fathers,  that  bear  bags, 

Shall  see  their  children  kind. 
Fortune,  that  arrant  whore, 
Ne'er  turns  the  key  to  the  poor. — 
But,  for  all  this,  thou  shalt  have  as  many  doloursj  for  thy 
daughters,  as  thou  canst  tell  in  a  yeai*. 

Lear.  O,  how  this  mother  §  swells  up  toward  my  heart  ! 
Hysterica  'passio  I  down,  thou  climbing  sorrow. 
Thy  element's  below  ! — Where  is  this  daughter  ? 

Kent.  With  the  earl,  Sir,  here  within. 

Lear.  Follow  me  not ; 
Stay  here.  'Kxlt. 

Gent,  ilado  you  no  more  offence  than  what  you  speak  of? 

Kent.  None. 
How  chance  the  king  comes  with  so  small  a  train  ? 

Fool.  An  thou  hadst  been  set  i'the  stocks  for  that  question, 
thou  hadst  well  deserved  it. 

Kent.  Why,  fool  ? 

Fool.  We'll  set  thee  to  school  to  an  ant,  to  teach  thee  there's 
10  labouring  in  the  -(rinter.  All  that  follow  their  noses  are  led 
jy  tlieir  eyes,  but  blind  men ;  and  there's  not  a  nose  among 
swenty,  but  can  smell  him  that's  stinking.     Let  go  thy  hold, 

*  AVithnut.  t  Train,  rotinnc. 

t  A  quibble  on  dolours  and  dollars.  §  Ttie  disease  called  the  Mofheft 
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M'he-i  a  great  wheel  runs  down  a  hill,  lest  it  break  thy  neck  with 
following  it;  but  the  great  one  that  goes  up  the  hill,  let  him 
draw  thee  after.  A^'hen  a  wise  man  gives  thee  better  counsel, 
give  me  mine  again :  I  would  have  none  but  knaves  follow  it, 
since  a  fool  gives  it. 

That,  Sir.  which  serves  and  seeks  for  gain, 

And  follows  but  for  form, 
"Will  ])ack,  when  it  begins  to  rain. 

And  leave  thee  in  the  storm. 
Eut  I  will  tarry,  the  fool  will  stay, 

And  let  the  wise  man  fly : 
The  knave  turns  fool,  that  runs  away ; 
The  fool  no  knave,  perdy. 
Kent.  "Where  learned  you  this,  fool  ? 
Fool.  Not  i'  the  stocks,  fool. 

Re-enter  Leab,  tvitJi  GloSTER. 

Lear.  Deny  to  speak  with  me  ?  They  are  sick  ?  they  are  weary  ? 
They  have  travell'd  hard  to-night  ?    Mere  fetches ; 
The  images  of  revolt  an    flying  off ! 
Petch  me  a  better  ans«'er 

Glo.  ;My  dear  lord, 
Yon  know  the  fiery  quality  of  the  duke ; 
How  unromoveable  and  fix'd  he  is 
In  his  own  course. 

Lear.  Vengeance  !  plague  !  death  !  confusion  ! — 
.riery  ?  what  quality  ?  Why  Gloster,  Gloster, 
I'd  speak  with  the  duke  of  Cornwall,  and  his  wife. 

Glo.  A\'ell,  my  good  lord,  I  have  inform'd  them  so. 

Xe«r.  Inform'd  them !  Dost  thou  understand  me,  man  ? 

Glo.  Ay,  my  good  lord. 

Lear.  The  king  would  speak  with  Cornwall ;  the  dear  father 
"Would  with  his  daughter  speak,  commands  her  service : 

Are  they  inform'd  of  this Jly  breath  and  blood  ! — 

Inery  ?  the  fiery  duke  ?— Tell  the  hot  duke  that— 

!No,  but  not  yet : — may  be,  he  is  not  a\  ell : 

Infirmity  dotli  still  neglect  all  office. 

Whereto  our  health  is  bound ;  we  are  not  ourselves, 

"\Mien  nature,  being  oppress'd,  commands  tlie  mind 

To  suffer  with  the  body:  I'll  forbear; 

And  am  fallen  out  \vith  my  more  headier  will, 

To  take  the  indisposed  and  sickly  fit 

Tor  the  sound  man. — Death  on  my  state  !  wherefore 

'  .Looking  on  Kent. 
Should  he  sit  here  ?  This  act  persuades  me. 
That  this  remotion  *  of  the  duke  and  her 
Is  practice  t  only.    Give  me  my  servant  forth : 
Go,  tell  the  duke  and  his  wife,  I'd  speak  with  them. 
Now,  presently :  bid  them  come  fortli  and  hear  me, 
Or  at  their  chamber  door  III  beat  the  drum, 
Till  it  cry — Sleep  to  death. 

Glo.  I'd  have  all  well  betuixt  you.  \_Fxlt, 

*  Removing'.  t  Artifice. 
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Lear.  O  me,  my  licart.  my  rising  heart  1 — but,  down. 

Fool.  Cry  to  it,  nuncle,  as  the  cockney  did  to  the  eels,  when 
she  put  them  i'  the  paste*  ahve,  she  rapped  'em  o'the  coxcombs 
with  a  stick,  and  cried,  Down,  icantons,  down  :  'Twas  her  brother, 
that  in  pure  kindness  to  his  horse,  buttered  his  hay. 

Enter  COHNWALL,  Eegax,  Gloster,  and  Servants. 

Lear.  Good  morrow  to  you  both. 

Corn.  Hail  to  your  grace  !  [Kext  is  set  at  liberty. 

Meg.  I  am  glad  to  see  your  highness. 

Lear.  Eegan,  I  think  you  are  ;  I  know  what  reason 
I  have  to  think  so :  if  thou  shouldst  not  be  glad, 
I  would  divorce  me  from  thy  mother's  tomb, 
Sepulchring  an  adultress. — O,  are  you  free  ?  {_To  Kent. 

Some  other  time  for  that. — Beloved  Eegan, 
Thy  sister  's  naught :  O  Eegan,  she  hath  tied 
Sharp-tooth'd  unkindne.ss,  like  a  vulture  here  ; 

\_Points  to  his  Iieart, 
I  can  scarce  speak  to  thee ;  thou'lt  not  believe, 
Cf  how  depraved  a  quality O  Eegan  ! 

Be!/.  I  pray  you,  Sir,  take  patience ;  I  have  hope. 
You  less  know  how  to  value  her  desert. 
Than  she  to  scant  t  her  duty. 

Lear.  Say,  how  is  that  ? 

Beg.  I  cannot  think,  ray  sister  in  the  least 
Would  fail  her  obligation:  If,  Sir,  perchance. 
She  have  restrain'd  the  riots  of  your  followers, 
'Tis  on  such  ground,  and  to  such  wholesome  end. 
As  clears  her  from  all  blame. 

Lear.  Jly  curses  on  her  I 

Be<j.  O,  Sir,  you  are  old ; 
J^'ature  in  you  stands  ou  the  very  verge 
Of  her  contine :  you  should  be  ruled,  and  led 
By  some  discretion,  that  discerns  your  state 
Better  than  you  30urself :  Therefore,  I  pray  you, 
That  to  our  sister  you  do  make  return ; 
Say,  you  have  wroiig'd  her,  Sir. 

Lear.  Ask  her  forgiveness  ? 
Do  you  but  mark  hov.-  this  becomes  the  house :  J 
Lear  daughter,  I  confess  that  I  am  old ; 

Age  is  unnecessari/  :  §  on  my  knees  I  beg,  [Kneeling. 

Tliat  yotCll  vouchsafe  me  raiment,  bed,  and  food. 

Beg.  Good  Sir,  no  more ;  these  are  uni=ightly  tricks  : 
Eeturn  you  to  my  sister. 

Lear.  Never,  Eegan  : 
She  hath  abated  me  of  half  my  train  ; 
liook'd  black  upon  me ;  struck  me  with  her  tongue, 
3Iost  serpent-like,  upon  the  very  heart : — 
All  the  stored  vengeances  of  heaven  fall 
On  her  ingrr.teful  top !  Strike  her  young  bones. 
You  taking  airs  v,  iih  lameness  ! 

*  Crust.  +  Be  wanting  in. 

:  Order  of  farrJUcs.  5  Has  few  ncceshities. 

VOL.  IV.  U 
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Corn.  Fie,  fie,  fie  ! 

Lear.  You  nimble  lightnings,  dart  your  blinding  flames 
Into  her  scornful  ejes  !  Infect  her  beauty, 
You  fen-suck'd  fogs,  drawn  by  the  powerful  sun. 
To  fall  and  blast  her  pride  ! 

Reg.  O  the  bless'd  gods  !  so  will  you  wish  on  me, 
IVhen  the  rash  mood's  on. 

Zear.  No,  Eegan,  thou  shalt  never  have  my  cui'se ; 
Thy  tender-hefted  *  nature  shall  not  give 
Thee  o'er  to  harshness  ;  her  eyes  are  fierce,  but  thine 
Do  comfort,  and  not  burn  :  'Tis  not  in  thee 
To  grudge  my  pleasures,  to  cut  off  my  train, 
To  bandy  hasty  words,  to  scant  my  sizes,  f 
And,  in  conclusion,  to  oppose  the  bolt 
Against  my  coming  in :  thou  better  know'st 
The  offices  of  nature,  bond  of  childhood, 
ESects  of  courtesy,  dues  of  gratitude ; 
Thy  half  o'  the  kingdom  hast  thou  not  forgot, 
Wherein  I  thee  endow'd. 

Seg.  Good  Sir,  to  the  purpose.  [Trvrnpefs  within 

Lear.  Who  put  my  man  i'  the  stocks  ? 

Corn.  What  trumpet's  that  ? 

Lnter  Stewaed. 

Reg.  I  know't,  my  sister's  :  this  approves  her  letter, 
That  she  would  soon  be  here. — Is  your  lady  come  ? 

Lear.  This  is  a  slave  whose  easy-borroA^-'d  pride 
Dwells  in  the  fickle  grace  of  her  he  follows : — 
Out,  varlet,  from  my  sight ! 

Corn.  What  means  your  gi'ace? 

Lear,  "^'ho  stock'd  my  servant  ?  Eegan,  I  have  good  hope 
Thou  didst  not  know  oft. — Who  comes  here  ?  O  heavens, 

Lnter  GOXEEIL. 
If  you  do  love  old  men,  if  your  sweet  sway 
Allow  X  obedience,  if  yourselves  are  old, 
Make  it  your  cause ;  send  down,  and  take  my  part ! — 
Art  not  ashamed  to  look  upon  this  beard? —  [To  GoxEniL. 

O,  Eegan,  wilt  thou  take  her  by  the  hand  ? 

Gon.  Why  not  by  the  hand,  Sir  ?    How  have  I  offended  ? 
All's  not  offence,  that  indiscretion  finds, 
And  dotage  terms  so. 

Lear.  O,  sides,  you  are  too  tough  ! 
Will  you  yet  hold  ? — How  came  my  man  i'  the  stocks  ? 

Corn.  I  set  him  there,  Sir  :  but  his  own  disorders 
Deserved  nuich  less  advancement. 

Lear.  You !  did  you  ? 

Reg.  I  pray  you,  father,  being  weak,  seem  so. 
If,  till  the  expiration  of  your  month. 
You  will  return  and  sojourn  with  my  sister, 

*  Tender-heaving.  t  Contract  my  allowances. 

X  Approve. 
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Dismissing  half  your  train,  come  then  to  me ; 
I  am  now  from  home,  and  out  of  that  provision 
Which  shall  be  needful  for  your  entertainment. 

Lear.  Keturn  to  her,  and  fifty  men  dismiss'd  ? 
No,  rather  I  abjure  all  roofs,  and  choose 
To  wage  *  against  the  enmity  o'  the  air ; 
To  be  a  comrade  with  the  wolf  and  owl, — 
Necessity's  sharp  pinch  ! — Eeturn  with  her  ? 
Why,  the  hot-blooded  France,  that  dowerless  took 
Our  youngest  born,  I  could  as  well  be  brought 
To  knee  his  throne,  and,  squire-like,  pension  beg 
To  keep  base  life  afoot : — Eeturn  with  her  ? 
Persuade  me  rather  to  be  slave  and  sumpterf 
To  this  detested  groom.  {Looking  on  the  StewaeDj 

Gon.  At  your  choice,  Sir. 

Lear.  I  pr'ythee,  daughter,  do  not  make  me  mad ; 
I  will  not  trouble  thee,  my  child ;  farewell : 
"VFe'll  no  more  meet,  no  more  see  one  another : — 
But  yet  thou  art  my  flesh,  my  blood,  my  daughter ; 
Or,  rather,  a  disease  that's  in  my  flesh, 
Which  I  must  needs  call  mine :  thou  art  a  boil, 
A  plague-sore,  an  embossed:]:  carbuncle, 
In  my  corruirted  blood.    But  I'll  not  chide  thee  ; 
Let  shame  come  when  it  will,  I  do  not  call  it : 
I  do  not  bid  the  thunder-bearer  shoot, 
Nor  tell  tales  of  thee  to  high-judging  Jove  : 
Mend,  when  thou  canst ;  be  better,  at  thy  leisure : 
I  can  be  patient ;  I  can  stay  with  Eegan, 
I,  and  my  hundred  knights. 

Reg.  Not  altogether  so,  Sir ; 
I  look'd  not  for  you  yet,  nor  am  provided 
Por  your  fit  welcome :  Give  ear,  Sir,  to  my  sister ; 
For  those  that  mingle  reason  with  your  passion, 
Must  be  content  to  think  you  old,  and  so — 
But  she  knows  what  she  does. 

Lear.  Is  this  well  spoken  now  ? 

Heg.  I  dare  avouch  it,  Sir :  What,  fifty  followers  ? 
Is  it  not  well  ?  What  should  you  need  of  more  ? 
Yea,  or  so  many  ?  sith  §  that  both  charge  and  danger 
Speak  'gainst  so  great  a  number  ?  How,  in  one  house. 
Should  many  people,  under  two  commands, 
Hold  amity  ?  'Tis  hard  ;  almost  impossible. 

Gon.  Why  might  not  you,  my  lord,  receive  attendance 
From  those  that  she  calls  servants,  or  from  mine  ? 

Iteg.  Why  not,  my  lord  ?  If  then  they  chanced  to  slack  you. 
We  could  control  them  :  If  you  will  come  to  me 
(For  now  I  spy  a  danger),  I  entreat  you 
To  bring  but  five  and  twenty  ;  to  no  more 
Will  I  give  place  or  notice. 

Lear.  I  gave  you  all — 

Heg.  And  in  good  time  you  gave  it; 


*  War. 

t  A  horse  that  carries  necessaries. 

X  Swelling. 

S  Since. 
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Lear.  Made  you  my  guardians,  my  depositaries ; 
But  kept  a  reservation  to  be  follow'd 
"With  such  a  number :  What,  must  I  come  to  you 
"With  five  and  twenty,  Ecgan  ?  said  you  so  ? 

Heg.  And  speak  it  again,  my  lord ;  no  more  with  me. 

Lear.  Those  wicked  creatures  yet  do  look  well-1'avour'd, 
When  others  are  more  wicked  ;  not  being  the  worst, 
Stands  in  some  rank  of  praise : — I'll  go  with  thee  ;   {_To  GONEEIL. 
Thy  fifty  yet  doth  double  five  and  twenty, 
And  tliou  art  twice  her  love. 

Gon.  Hear  me,  my  lord  ; 
What  need  you  five  and  twenty,  ten,  or  five, 
To  follow  in  a  hoiise,  where  twice  so  many 
Have  a  connnand  to  tend  you  ? 

Reg.  What  need  one  ? 

Lear.  O,  reason  not  the  need  :  our  basest  beggars 
Are  in  the  poorest  thing  superfluous : 
Allow  not  nature  more  than  nature  needs, 
Man's  life  is  cheap  as  beast's :  thou  art  a  lady ; 
If  only  to  go  warm  were  gorgeous, 
Why,  nature  needs  not  what  thou  gorgeous  wear'st. 
Which  scarcely  keeps  thee  warm. — But,  for  true  need, — 
You  heavens,  give  me  that  patience,  patience  I  need ! 
You  see  me  here,  you  gods,  a  poor  old  man, 
As  full  of  grief  as  age ;  wretched  in  both  ! 
.  If  it  be  you  that  stir  these  daughters'  hearts 
Against  their  father,  fool  me  not  so  much 
To  bear  it  tamely ;  touch  me  with  noble  anger ! 
O,  let  not  women's  wenpons,  water-drops. 
Stain  my  man's  cheeks ! — No,  you  vumatural  hags, 
I  will  have  such  revenges  on  you  both. 
That  all  the  world  shall— I  will  do  such  things, — 
What  they  are,  yet  I  know  not ;  but  they  shall  be 
The  terrors  of  the  earth.    You  think,  I'll  weep ; 
No,  I'll  not  weep  : — 

I  have  full  cause  of  weeping ;  but  this  heart 
Shall  break  into  a  hundred  thousand  flaws, 
Or  ere  I'll  weep :— O,  fool,  I  shall  go  mad ! 

{^Exeunt  Lear,  Glostee,  Kent,  and.  Fool. 

Corn.  Let  us  withdraw,  'twill  be  a  storm. 

\^Storm  heard  at  a  distance. 

Reg.  This  house 
Is  little ;  the  old  man  and  his  people  cannot 
Be  well  bestow'd. 

Oon.  'Tis  his  own  blame  ;*  hath  put 
Himself  from  rest,  and  must  needs  taste  his  folly. 

Reg.  For  his  particular,  I'll  receive  him  gladly. 
But  not  one  follower. 

Oon.  So  am  I  punwsed. 
Where  is  my  lord  of  Gloster  ? 

*  (He.) 
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Re-enter  GlostEE. 

Corn.  Pollow'd  the  old  man  forth ;— he  is  return'd. 

Glo.  The  king  is  in  high  rage. 

Corn.  "\\'hither  is  he  going  ? 

Glo.  He  calls  to  horse ;  but  will  I  know  not  whither. 

Corn.  'Tis  best  to  give  him  way :  he  leads  himself. 

Gon.  My  lord,  entreat  him  by  no  means  to  stay. 

Glo.  Alack,  the  night  comes  on,  and  the  bleak  winds 
Do  sorely  ruffle ;  for  many  miles  about 
There's  scarce  a  bush. 

Reg.  O,  Sir,  to  wilful  men, 
The  injuries  that  they  themselves  procure, 
Must  be  their  schoolmasters  :  Shut  up  your  doors ; 
He  is  attended  with  a  desperate  train ; 
And  what  they  may  incense  *  him  to,  being  apt 
To  have  his  ear  abused,  wisdom  bids  fear. 

Corn.  Shut  up  your  doors,  my  lord ;  'tis  a  wild  night ;  _ 
My  Eegan  counsels  well :  come  out  o'  the  storm.  \_Exeuni, 


ACT  III. 

SCENU  I. — A  Heath.    A  Storm  is  heard,  with  Thunder  and 
lAghtning. 

Enter  KENT,  and  a  Gentleman,  meeting. 

Kent.  Who's  here,  beside  foul  weather  ? 

Gent.  One  minded  like  the  weather,  most  unquietly. 

Kent.  I  know  you  ;  Where's  the  king  ? 

Gent.  Contending  with  the  fretful  element : 
Bids  the  wind  blow  the  earth  into  the  sea. 
Or  swell  the  curled  waters  'hove  the  main, 
That  things  might  change,  or  cease  :  tears  his  white  hair  ; 
Which  the  impetuous  blasts,  with  eyeless  rage, 
Catch  in  their  fury,  and  make  nothing  of : 
Strives  in  his  Uttle  world  of  man  to  outscorn 
The  to-and-fro-conflicting  wind  and  rain. 
This  night,  wherein  the  cub-drawn  f  bear  would  couch. 
The  lion  and  the  belly-pinched  wolf 
Keep  their  fur  dry,  unbonneted  he  runs, 
And  bids  what  ^viil  take  all. 

Kent.  But  who  is  with  him? 

Gent.  None  but  the  fool ;  who  labours  to  outjcst 
His  heart-struck  injuries. 

Kent.  Sir,  I  do  know  you  ; 
And  dare,  upon  the  warrant  of  my  art,  X 
Commend  a  dear  thing  to  you.    There  is  division, 
Although  as  yet  the  face  of  it  he  cover'd 
With  mutual  cunning,  'twixt  Albany  and  Cornwall ; 
Who  have  (a,s  who  have  not,  that  their  great  stars 

*  Instigate.  t  Drawn  dry.  t  Skill  in  physiognomy. 
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Throned  and  set  high  ?)  servants,  who  seem  no  less; 

"Which  are  to  France  the  spies  and  speculations 

Intelligent  of  our  state :  what  hath  heen  seen, 

Either  in  snuffs  *  and  packings  f  of  the  dukes  ; 

Or  the  hard  rein  which  both  of  them  have  borne. 

Against  the  old  kind  king :  or  something  deeper, 

Whereof,  perchance,  these  are  but  furnishings,  J — 

[But,  true  it  is,  from  France  there  comes  a  power 

Into  this  scattei''d  kingdom ;  who  already, 

"Wise  in  our  negligence,  have  secret  feet 

In  some  of  our  best  ports,  and  are  at  point 

To  show  their  open  banner. — Now  to  you  : 

If  on  my  credit  you  dare  build  so  far 

To  make  your  speed  to  Dover,  you  shall  find 

Some  that  will  thank  you,  making  just  report 

Of  how  unnatural  and  bemadding  sorrow 

The  king  hath  cause  to  plain. 

I  am  a  gentleman  of  blood  and  breeding ; 

And,  from  some  knowledge  and  assurance,  offer 

This  office  to  you.] 

Oent.  I  will  talk  further  with  you. 

Kent.  No,  do  not. 
For  confirmation  that  I  am  much  more 
Than  ray  out  wall,  open  this  purse,  and  take 
What  it  contains :  If  you  shall  see  Cordelia 
(As  fear  not  but  you  shall),  show  her  this  ring ; 
And  she  will  tell  you  Mdio  your  fellow  §  is 
That  yet  you  do  not  know.    Fie  on  this  storm ! 
I  Avill  go  seek  the  king. 

Oent.  Give  me  your  hand :  Have  you  no  more  to  say  ? 

Kent.  Few  words,  but  to  effect,  more  than  all  yet; 
That,  when  we  have  found  the  king  (in  which  your  pain 
That  way ;  I'll  this) ;  he  that  first  lights  on  him, 
Holla  the  other.  [^Exeunt  severally, 

SCKN£!  II. — Another  part  of  the  Heath.     Storm  continues. 
Enter  Leak  and  FoOL. 

Lear.  Blow,  winds,  and  crack  your  cheeks  !  rage  !  blow  ! 
You  cataracts,  and  hurricanoes,  spout 
Till  you  have  drcnch'd  our  steeples,  drown'd  the  cocks  ! 
You  suhjhurous  and  thought-executing  ||  fires. 
Vaunt  •[  couriers  to  oak-cleaving  thunder-bolts, 
Singe  my  white  head  !  and  thou,  all  shaking  thundcn 
Strike  flat  the  thick  rotundity  o'  the  world  ! 
Crack  nature's  moulds,  all  germens  spill  at  once. 
That  make  ingrateful  man  ! 

Fool.  O  nuncle,  court  holy-water  **  in  a  dry  house  is  better 
than  this  rain-water  out  o'  door.  Good  nuncle,  in,  and  ask  thy 
daughters'  blessing :  here's  a  night  pities  neither  wise  men  nor 
fools. 

*  Dislikes.  t  Undcrhaml  contrivances.  t  Samples. 

5  Companion.  ]  Quick  as  thought.  %  A'^arit. 

**  A  proverbial  phrase  for /(lir  xvorch. 
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Lear.  Humble  thy  beliyfull  I  Spit,  fire !  spout,  rain ! 
Nor  rain,  wind,  thunder,  fire,  are  my  daughters : 
I  tax  not  you,  you  elements,  with  unkinduess, 
I  never  gave  you  kingdom,  call'd  you  children, 
You  owe  me  no  subscription ;  *  why  then,  let  fall 
Your  horrible  pleasure ;  here  I  stand,  your  slave, 
A  poor,  infirm,  weak,  and  despised  old  man : — 
But  yet  I  call  you  servile  ministers. 
That  have  with  two  pernicious  daughters  join'd 
Your  liigh  engender'd  battles,  'gainst  a  head 
So  old  and  white  as  this.    O  !  O  !  'tis  foul ! 

Fool.  He  that  has  a  house  to  put  his  head  in,  has  a  good 
head-piece. 

The  cod-x>iece  that  will  house. 

Before  the  head  has  any. 
The  head  and  he  shall  louse  ; — 

So  beggars  marnj  many. 
The  man  that  makes  his  toe 

What  he  his  heart  should  make. 
Shall  of  a  corn  cry  icoe, 
And  turn  his  sleep  to  loake. 
— for  there  was  never  yet  fair  woman,  but  she  made  mouths  in  a 
glass. 

Enter  Kent. 

Lear.  No,  I  will  be  the  pattern  of  all  patience ;  I  ^^ill  say 
nothing. 

Kent.  Who's  there  ? 

Fool.  ]Marry,  here's  grace,  and  a  cod-piece ;  that's  a  wise  man 
and  a  fool. 

Kent.  Ala.?,  Sir,  are  you  here  ?  things  that  lore  night, 
Love  not  such  nights  as  these ;  the  wrathful  skies 
Gallow  t  the  very  wanderers  of  the  dark. 
And  make  them  keep  their  caves :  Since  I  was  man, 
Such  sheets  of  fire,  such  bursts  of  horrid  thunder. 
Such  groans  of  roaring  wind  and  rain,  I  never 
Eemember  to  have  heard  ;  man's  nature  cannot  caiTy 
Tlie  afl[hction,  nor  the  fear. 

Lear.  Let  the  great  gods, 
That  keep  this  dreadful  pother  o"er  onr  heads, 
Find  out  their  enemies  now.    Tremble,  thou  wretch, 
That  hast  within  thee  undivulged  crimes, 
Unwhipp'd  of  justice  :  Hide  thee,  thou  bloody  hand ; 
Thou  pexjured  and  thou  ,«imular  J  man  of  virtue 
That  art  incestuous :  Caitiff,  to  pieces  shake. 
That  under  covert  and  convenient  seeming 
Hast  practised  on  man's  life !— Close  pent-up  guilts, 
Eive  your  conceahng  continents,  §  and  cry 
These  dreadful  sunuuoners  grace.— I  am  a  mar., 
More  sinn'd  against,  than  sinning. 

Kent.  Alack,  bare-headed ! 

*  Obedience.  t  Scare  or  frighten. 

\  Counterfeit.  §  Contents. 


296  KING  LEAB.  [ACT  III. 

Gracious  my  lord,  hard  by  here  is  a  hovel ; 

Some  friendship  will  it  lend  you  'gainst  the  tempest ; 

Eepose  you  there :  while  I  to  this  hard  house 

(More  hard  than  is  the  stone  whereof  'tis  raised  ; 

Which  even  hut  now,  demanding  after  you, 

Denied  me  to  come  in)  return,  and  force 

Their  scanted  courtesy. 

Lear.  My  wits  begin  to  turn. — 
Come  on,  my  boy :  how  dost,  my  boy  ?  Art  cold  ? 
I  am  cold  myself. — Where  is  this  straw,  my  fellow  ? 
The  art  of  our  necessities  is  strange, 
That  can  make  vile  things  precious.    Come,  your  hovel. 
Poor  fool  and  knave,  I  have  one  part  in  my  heart 
That's  sorry  yet  for  thee. 

fool.  He  that  has  a  little  tiny  ivit, — 

With  heigh,  ho,  the  wind  and  the  rain. 
Must  make  content  with  his  fortunes  Jit ; 
For  the  rain  it  raineth  every  day, 
Lear.  True,  my  good  boy. — Come,  bring  us  to  this  hovel. 

IJExeunt  LeaE  and  KexT. 
Fool.  This  is  a  brave  night  to  cool  a  courtezan, — I'll  speak  a 
prophecy  ere  I  go ; 

When  priests  are  more  in  word  than  matter ; 
When  brewers  mar  their  malt  with  water ; 
When  nobles  are  their  tailors'  tutors ; 
No  heretics  burn'd,  but  wenches'  suitors : 
When  every  case  in  law  is  right ; 
No  squire  in  debt,  nor  no  poor  knight ; 
When  slanders  do  not  live  in  tongues ; 
Nor  cutpurses  come  not  lo  throngs  ; 
TVTien  usurers  tell  their  gold  i'  the  field  : 
And  bawds  and  whores  do  churches  build ; — 
Then  shall  the  realm  of  Albion 
Come  to  great  confusion. 
Then  comes  the  time,  who  lives  to  sce't, 
That  going  shall  be  used  with  feet. 
This  prophecv  Merlin  shall  make  ;  for  I  live  before  his  time. 

[Fxif. 
SCEXE  IIL—A  Room  in  Gloster's  Castle. 
Enter  Glostee  and  Edmund. 
Glo.  Alack,  alack,  Edmund,  I  like  not  this  unnatural  dealins; : 
When  I  desired  their  leave  that  I  might  pity  him,  they  took 
from  me  the  use  of  mine  own  house ;  charged  me,  on  pain  of 
their  perpetual  displeasure,  neither  to  speak  of  him,  entreat  for 
him,  nor  any  way  sustain  him. 
Edm.  Most  savage,  and  unnatural ! 

Glo.  Go  to;  say  you  nothing:  there  is  division  between  the 
dukes  ;  and  a  worse  matter  than  that :  I  have  received  a  letter 
this  night; — 'tis  dangerous  to  be  simken  ;— I  linve  locked  the 
letter  in  my  clo.<et :  those  injuries  the  king  now  bears  will  be  re  • 
venged  at  home  ;  there  is  part  of  a  power  already  footed  :  *  we 
*  A  force  already  landed. 
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must  incline  to  the  kin^.  I  will  seek  him,  and  privily  relieve 
him :  go  you,  and  maintain  talk  with  the  duke,  that  my  charity 
be  not  of  him  perceived :  If  he  ask  for  me,  I  am  ill,  and  gone  to 
bed.  If  I  die  for  it,  as  no  less  is  threatened  me,  the  king  my  old 
master  must  be  relieved.  There  is  some  strange  thing  toward, 
Edmund ;  pray  you  be  careful.  [  Exit. 

Udm.  This  courtesy,  forbid  thee,  shall  the  duke 
Instantly  know ;  and  of  that  letter  too : — 
This  seems  a  fair  deserving,  and  must  draw  me 
That  which  my  father  loses  ;  no  less  than  all : 
The  younger  rises  when  the  old  doth  fall.  {_Exit. 

SCENE  IV.— A  part  of  the  Heath,  with  a  Hovel. 
Enter  Leak,  Kent,  and  Fool. 

Kent.  Here  is  the  place,  my  lord ;  good  my  lord,  enter : 
The  tyranny  of  the  open  night 's  too  rough 
For  nature  to  endure.  IStorm  still. 

Lear.  Let  me  alone. 

Kent.  Good  my  lord,  enter  here. 

Jjear.  "VVilt  break  my  heart  ? 

Kent.  I'd  rather  break  mine  own  ;  Good  my  lord,  enter. 

Lea):  Thou  think'st  'tis  much,  that  this  contentious  storm 
Invades  us  to  the  skin :  so  'tis  to  thee  ; 
But  where  the  greater  malady  is  fix'd. 
The  lesser  is  scarce  felt.    Thou'dst  shun  a  bear : 
But  if  thy  flight  lay  toward  the  raging  sea. 
Thou'dst  meet  the  bear  i'  the  mouth.    "When  the  mind 's  free. 
The  body 's  delicate :  the  tempest  in  my  mind 
Doth  from  my  senses  take  all  feeling  else, 
Save  what  beats  there. — Filial  ingratitude  ! 
Is  it  not  as  this  mouth  should  tear  this  hand. 
For  lifting  food  to't  ? — But  I  will  punish  home  : — 
No,  I  will  weep  no  more. — In  such  a  night 
To  shut  me  out ! — Pour  on ;  I  will  endure : — 
In  such  a  night  as  this  !    O  Regan,  Goneril ! 
Your  old  kind  father,  whose  frank  heart  gave  all, — 
O,  that  way  madness  lies  ;  let  me  shun  that ; 
No  more  of  that, — 

Kent.  Good  my  lord,  enter  here. 

Lear.  Pr'ythee,  go  in  thyself;  seek  thine  own  ease  ; 
This  tempest  will  not  give  me  leave  to  ponder 
On  things  would  hurt  me  more. — But  I'll  go  in : 
In,  boy;  go  first  [to  tlie  Fool].    You  houseless  poverty, — 
Nay,  get  thee  in.  "  I'll  pray,  and  then  I'll  sleep. —  [Fool  goes  in. 
Poor  naked  wretches,  wheresoe'er  you  are, 
That  bide  the  pelting  of  this  pitiless  storm. 
How  shall  your  housele.'^  heads,  and  unfed  sides. 
Your  loop'd  and  window'd  raggedness,  defend  you 
From  .seasons  such  as  these  ?    O,  I  have  ta'en 
Too  little  care  of  this  !     Take  physic,  pomp ; 
Expose  thyself  to  feel  what  «Tetches  feel ; 
That  thou  mayst  shake  the  superflux  to  them. 
And  show  the  heavens  more  just. 
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Edg.  [within'].  Fathom  and  half,  fathom  and  half !   Poor  Tom ! 
[The  Fool  runs  out  from  the  hovel. 

Fool.  Come  not  in  here,  nvmcle,  here's  a  spirit. 
Help  me,  help  me  ! 

Kent.  Give  me  thy  hand. — Who's  there  ? 

Fool.  A  spirit,  a  spirit ;  he  says  his  name 's  poor  Tom. 

Kent.  What  art  thou  that  dost  grumble  there  i'  the  straw  ? 
Come  forth. 

Filter  Edgae,  disguised  as  a  Madman. 

Fdg.  Away  !  the  foul  fiend  follows  me  I — 
Through  the  sharp  hawthorn  blows  the  cold  wind. — 
Humph  !  go  to  thy  cold  bed,  and  warm  thee. 

Lear.  liast  thou  given  all  to  thy  two  daughters  ?  And  art 
thou  come  to  this  ? 

Fdg.  Who  gives  anything  to  poor  Tom  ?  whom  the  foul  fiend 
hath  led  through  fire  and  through  flame,  through  ford  and  wliirl- 
jKiol,  over  bog  and  quagmire ;  that  hath  laid  knives  under  his 
pillow,  and  halters  in  his  pew ;  set  ratsbane  by  his  porridge ; 
made  him  proud  of  heart,  to  ride  on  a  bay  trotting-horse  over 
four-inched  bridges,  to  course  his  own  shadow  for  a  traitor : — 
Eless  thy  five  wits  !  Tom 's  a  cold.  O,  do  de,  do  de,  do  de. — 
Eless' thee  from  whirlwinds,  star-blasting,  and  taking!*  ])o 
poor  Tom  some  charity,  Avhoni  the  foul  fiend  vexes :  There  could 
1  have  him  now, — and  there, — and  there, — and  there  again,  and 
there.  [Storm  co/itinves. 

Lear.  What,  have  his  daughters  brought  him  to  this  pass  ? — 
Couldst  thou  save  nothing  ?    Didst  thou  give  them  all  ? 

Fool.  Nay,  he  reserved  a  blanket,  else  we  had  been  nil  ashamed. 

Lear.  Now,  all  the  plagues  that  in  the  pendulous  air 
Hang  fated  o'er  men's  faults,  light  on  thy  daughters  ! 

Kent.  He  hath  no  daughters,  Sir. 

Lear.  Death,  traitor  !  nothing  could  have  subdued  nature 
To  such  a  lowness,  but  his  unkind  daughters. — 
Is  it  the  fashion,  that  discarded  fathers 
Should  have  thus  little  mercy  on  their  flesh  ? 
Judicious  punishment !  'twas  this  flesh  begot 
Those  pelicanf  daughters. 

Fd.g.  Pillicock  sat  on  Pillicock's-hill ; — 
Halloo,  halloo,  loo,  loo  ! 

Fool.  This  cold  night  will  turn  us  all  to  fools  and  madmen. 

Fdg.  Take  heed  o'  the  foul  fiend :  Obey  thy  parents ;  keep 
thy  word  justly;  swear  not;  commit  not  with  man's  sworn 
spouse ;  set  not  thy  sweet  heart  on  proud  array :  Tom 's  a-cold. 

Lear.  What  hast  thou  been  ? 

Fdg.  A  serving  man,  proud  in  heart  and  mind ;  that  curled 
my  hair ;  wore  gloves  in  my  cap,J  served  the  lust  of  my  mis- 
tress's heart,  and  did  the  act  of  darkness  with  her;  severe  as 
many  oaths  as  I  spake  words,  and  broke  them  in  the  sweet  face 
of  heaven :  one,  that  slept  in  the  contriving  of  lust,  and  waked 

*  striking  with  malignant  influence, 
t  Pelicans  were  fabled  to  live  on  their  mother's  blood, 
t  It  was  the  custom  to  wear  gloves  in  the  liat,  as  the  favour  of  a  mis- 
tress. 
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to  do  it :  Wine  loved  I  deeply ;  dice  dearly  ;  and  in  woman,  out- 
pararaoured  the  Turk:  False  of  heart,  light  of  ear,  bloody  of 
hand ;  Hog  in  sloth,  fox  in  stealth,  wolf  in  greediness,  dog  in 
madness,  lion  in  prey.  Let  not  the  creaking  of  shoes,  nor  the 
rustling  of  silks,  betray  thy  poor  heart  to  women  :  Keep  thy  foot 
out  of  brothels,  thy  hand  out  of  plackets,  thy  pen  from  lenders' 
books,  and  defy  the  foul  fiend. — Still  through  the  hawthorn 
blows  the  cold  wind :  Says  suum,  mun,  ha  no  nonnj',  dolphin 
my  boy,  my  boy,  sessa;  let  him  trot  by.      [Storm  atiU  coidiinies. 

Lear.  Why,  thou  were  better  in  thy  grave,  than  to  answer 
with  thy  uncovered  body  this  extremity  of  the  skies. — Is  man 
no  more  than  this  ?  Consider  him  well :  Thou  owest  the  worm 
no  silk,  the  beast  no  hide,  the  sheep  no  wool,  the  cat  no  per- 
fume : — Ha !  here's  three  of  us  are  sophisticated  ! — Thou  art  the 
thing  itself:  unaccommodated  man  is  no  more  but  such  a  poor, 
bare,  forked  animal  as  thou  art. — Off,  off,  you  lendings :— Come  ; 
tinbutton  here.  [  Tearing  off  Ms  clothes. 

Fool.  Pr'ythee,  nuncle,  be  contented  ;  this  is  a  naughty  night 
to  swim  in. — Now  a  little  fire  in  a  wild  field  were  like  an  old 
lecher's  heart ;  a  small  spark,  all  the  rest  of  his  body  cold. — 
Look,  here  comes  a  walking  fire. 

JEdcf.  This  is  the  foul  fiend  Flibbertigibbet :  he  begins  at  cur- 
few, and  walks  tiU  the  first  cock  ;  he  gives  the  web  and  the  pin,* 
squints  the  eye,  and  makes  the  hare-lip;  mildews  the  white 
wheat,  and  hurts  the  poor  creature  of  earth. 

Saint  Withold  footed  tht-ice  the  ivold,f 
Se  met  the  night-mare.,  and  her  nine-fold  ; 
Bid  her  alight. 
And  her  troth  plight, 
And,  arointX  thee,  witch,  aroint  thee ! 

Kent.  How  fares  your  grace  ? 

Etiter  Glosteb,  with  a  torcli. 

Lear.  What's  he  ? 

Kent.  Who's  there  ?    What  is't  you  seek  ? 

Olo.  What  are  you  there  ?    Your  names  ? 

JSdg.  Poor  Tom ;  that  eats  the  swimming  frog,  the  toad,  the 
tadpole,  the  wall-newt,  and  the  water ;  §  that  in  the  fury  of  his 
heart,  ■when  the  foul  fiend  rages,  eats  cow-dung  for  sallets ;  swal- 
lows the  old  rat,  and  the  ditch-dog ;  drinks  the  green  mantle  of 
the  standing  pool ;  who  is  whipped  from  tything  to  tything,  and 
stocked,  punished,  and  imprisoned ;  who  hath  had  three  suits  to 
his  back,  six  shirts  to  his  body,  horse  to  ride,  and  ^\eapon  to 
wear, — 

But  mice,  and  rats,  and  such  small  deer, 
Save  been  Tom's  food  for  seven  long  year. 
Beware  my  follower: — Peace,  Smolkin  ;  peace,  thou  fiend  ! 

Glo.  What,  hath  your  grace  no  better  company  ? 

Bdg.  The  prince  of  darkness  is  a  gentleman ;  Modo  he's  calVd, 
and  Mahu. 

*  Diseases  of  the  eye.  t  Downs. 

t  AvauDt.  §  7.  e.  the  water-newt. 
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Glo.  Our  flesh  and  blood,  my  lord,  is  groN^ii  so  vile, 
That  it  doth  hate  what  gets  it. 

Edg.  Poor  Tom 's  a-cold. 

Glo.  Go  in  Avith  mo ;  my  duty  cannot  suffer 
To  obey  in  all  your  daughters'  hard  commands : 
Though  their  injunction  be  to  bar  my  doors, 
And  let  this  tyrannous  night  take  hold  upon  you ; 
Yet  have  I  ventured  to  come  seek  you  out, 
And  bring  you  where  both  fire  and  food  is  ready. 

Lear.  I'irst  let  me  talk  with  this  philosopher  : — 
"What  is  the  cause  of  thunder  ? 

Kent.  Good,  my  lord,  take  his  offer ; 
Go  into  the  house. 

Lear.  I'll  talk  a  word  with  this  same  learned  Theban 
What  is  your  study  ? 

Edg.  How  to  prevent  the  fiend,  and  to  kill  vermin. 

Lear.  Let  me  ask  you  one  word  in  private. 

Kent.  Importune  him  once  more  to  go,  my  lord. 
His  wits  begin  to  unsettle. 

Qlo.  Canst  thou  blame  him  ? 
His  daughters  seek  his  death : — Ah,  that  good  Kent ! — 
He  said  it  would  be  thus  : — Poor  banish'd  man  ! — 
Thou  say'st,  the  king  grows  mad ;  I'll  tell  thee,  friend, 
I  am  almost  mad  myself :  I  had  a  son. 
Now  outlaw'd  from  my  blood ;  he  sought  my  life. 
But  lately,  very  late ;  I  loved  him,  friend, — 
No  father  his  son  dearer  :  true  to  tell  thee,       {^Storm  continues. 
The  grief  hath  crazed  my  mts.    "NA'hat  a  night 's  this ! 
I  do  beseech  your  grace, — 

Lear.  O,  cry  you  mercy, 
Noble  philosopher,  your  company. 

Edg.  Tom 's  a-cold. 

Glo.  In,  fellow,  there,  to  the  hovel :  keep  thee  warm. 

Lear.  Come,  let's  in  all. 

Kent.  This  way,  my  lord. 

Lear.  "With  him ; 
I  will  keep  still  with  my  philosopher. 

Kent.  Good  my  lord,  sooth  him ;  let  him  take  the  fellow. 

Glo.  Take  him  you  on. 

Kent.  Sirrah,  cume  on  ;  go  along  with  us. 

J^ar.  Come,  good  Athenian. 

Glo.  No  words,  no  words  : 
Hush. 

Edg.   C/iild*  Sotrland  to  the  dark  tower  came, 
H's  trord  teas  still, — Fie,  foh,  and  fuin, 

I  smell  the  blood  of  a  British  man.  [E.xeunt. 

SCENE  J'.— A  Room  ir.  GlOsTEk's  Castle. 
Enter  COKXWALL  ayid  EDsa'ND. 
Corn.  I  will  have  my  revenge,  ere  I  depart  his  house. 
*  Knight. 
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Ildin.  How,  my  lord,  I  may  be  censured,  that  nature  thus 
gives  way  to  loyaUy,  something  fears  me  to  think  of. 

Corn.  I  now  perceive,  it  was  not  altogether  your  brother's 
e\al  disiiosition  made  him  seek  hLs  death ;  but  a  provoking  merit, 
set  a-work  by  a  reprovable  badness  in  himself. 

Edm.  How  malicious  is  my  fortune,  that  I  must  repent  to  be 
just.  This  is  the  letter  he  spoke  of,  which  approves  him  an  in- 
telligent party  to  the  advantages  of  France.  O  heavens  !  that 
this  treason  were  not,  or  not  I  the  detector  ! 

Corn.  Go  ^\itli  me  to  the  duchess. 

Edm.  If  the  matter  of  this  paper  be  certain,  you  have  mi;-'hty 
business  in  hand. 

Corn.  True,  or  false,  it  hath  made  thee  earl  of  Gloster.  Se;k 
out  where  thy  father  is,  that  lie  may  be  ready  for  our  appre- 
hension. 

Edm.  iaside\  If  I  find  him  comforting  the  king,  it  will  stulT 
his  suspicion  niore  fully. — I  will  pei'severe  in  my  course  of 
loyalty,  though  the  conflict  be  .sore  between  that  and  my  blood. 

Corn.  I  will  lay  trust  upon  thee  ;  and  thou  shalt  find  a  dearer 
ftther  in  my  love.  \_i:xeunf. 

SCENE   7T. — A  Chamher  in  a  Farm-Hoi'se,  adjoining  the 
Castle. 

Enter  Gloster,  Leah,  Kent,  Fool,  and  Edgab. 

Glo.  Here  is  better  than  the  open  air :  take  it  thankfully  :  I 
will  piece  out  the  comfort  with  what  addition  I  can  :  1  will  not 
be  long  Irom  you. 

Kent.  All  the  power  of  his  wits  ha.s  given  way  to  his  impa- 
tience :— The  gods  reward  your  kindness !  lExit  Gloster. 

Edg.  Frateretto  calls  me  ;  and  tells  me,  Nero  is  an  angler  in 
the  lake  of  darkness.    Fray,  innocent,  and  beware  the  foul  fiend. 

Fool.  Pr'ythee,  nuncle,  tell  me,  whether  a  madman  be  a  gen- 
tleman, or  a  yeoman  ? 

Lear.  A  king,  a  king ! 

Fool.  !No  ;  he's  a  yeoman,  that  has  a  gentleman  to  his  son ;  for 
he's  a  mad  yeoman,  that  sees  his  son  a  gentleman  before  him. 

Lear.  To  have  a  thousand  with  red  burning  spits 
Come  hissing  in  upon  them : — 

Edg.  The  foul  fiend  bites  my  back. 

Fool.  He's  mad,  that  trusts  in  the  tameness  of  a  wolf,  a  horse's 
health,  a  boy's  love,  or  a  whore's  oath. 

Lear.  It  shall  be  done,  1  will  arraign  them  straight : — 

Come,  sit  thou  here,  most  learned  justicer ; [2'o  Edgar. 

Thou,  sapient  Sir,  sit    here    Uo  the  Fool]. — Now,    you  shi 
foxes  ! — 

Edg.  Look,  where  he  stands  and  glares  !  * — 
Wantest  thou  eyes  at  trial,  madam  ? 

Come  o'er  the  honrn^  Bess'j,  to  me  : 

Fool.  Her  boat  hath  a  leal; 

And.  she  muM  not  speak 
Why  sJie  dares  not  come  over  to  thee. 

*  J.  e.  the  supposed  fieml. 
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Edg.  The  foul  fiend  haunts  poor  Tom  in  the  voice  of  a  night- 
ingale. Kopdmwe  cries  in  Tom's  belly  for  two  white  herrings. 
Croak  not,  black  angel ;  I  have  no  food  for  thee. 

Kent.  liow  do  you,  Sir  ?  Stand  you  not  so  amazed : 
"Will  you  lie  down  and  rest  upon  the  cushions  ? 

Lear.  I'll  see  their  trial  first : — Bring  in  the  evidence. — 
Thou  robed  man  of  justice,  take  thy  place ;  [To  Edgah. 

And  thou,  his  yoke-fellow  of  equity,  \To  the  Fool. 

Bench  by  his  side  : — You  are  of  the  commission. 
Sit  you  too.  \To  Kent. 

Edg.  Let  us  deal  justly. 

Steepest,  or  ivaTcest  t?ioi'.,joUi/  shejyherd  ? 

Thy  sheep  he  in  the  corn ; 
And  for  one  blast  of  thy  miniJcin  mouth. 
Thy  sheep  shall  take  no  harm. 
Pur  !  the  cat  is  grey. 

Lear.  Arraign  her  first ;  'tis  Goneril.    I  here  take  my  oath 
before  this  honourable  assembly,  she  kick'd  the  poor  king  her 
father. 
Fool.  Come  hither,  mistress ;  Is  your  name  Goneril  ? 
Lear.  She  cannot  deny  it. 

Fool.  Cry  you  mercy,  I  took  you  for  a  joint  stool. 
Lear.  And  here's  another,  whose  warp'd  looks  proclaim 
"What  store  her  heart  is  made  of — Stop  her  there  ! 
Arms,  arms,  sword,  fire ! — Corruption  in  the  place  ! 
False  justicer,  why  ha.st  thou  let  her  'scape  ? 
Edg.  Bless  thy  five  wits  ! 
Kent.  O  pity ! — Sir,  where  is  the  patience  now, 
That  you  so  oft  have  boasted  to  retain  ? 

Fdg.  My  tears  begin  to  take  his  part  so  much. 
They'll  mar  my  counterfeiting.  [Aside. 

Lear.  The  little  dogs  and  all, 
Tray,  Blanch,  and  Sweet-heart,  see,  they  bark  at  me. 

Fdg.  Tom  will  throw  his  head  at  them : 
Avaunt,  you  curs ! 

Be  thy  mouth  or  black  or  white, 
Tooth  that  poisons  if  it  bite ; 
Mastiff,  greyhound,  mongrel  grim. 
Hound,  or  spaniel,  bracli,  or  lym;* 
Or  bobtail  tike,  or  trundel  tail ; 
Tom  will  make  them  weep  and  wail : 
For,  with  throwing  thus  my  head, 
Dogs  leap  the  hatch,  and  all  are  fled. 
Do  de,  de  de.    Sassa.    Come,  march  to  wakes  and  fares,  and 
market  towns  : — Poor  Tom,  thy  horn  is  dry. 

Lear.  Then  let  them  anatomize  Ilegau.  see  what  breeds  about 
her  heart :  Is  there  any  cause  in  nature,  that  makes  these  hard 
hearts  ? — You,  Sir,  I  entertain  you  for  one  of  ray  hundred ;  only, 
I  do  not  like  the  fashion  of  your  garments :  you  will  say,  they 
are  Persian  attire ;  but  let  them  be  changed.   *  [To  Edgak, 

*  A  blood-hound. 
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Kent.  Now,  good  my  lord,  lie  here,  and  rest  awhile. 
Lear.  Make  no  noise,  make  no  noise ;  draw  the  curtains  :  So, 
so,  so  :  "We'll  go  to  supper  i'  the  morning :  So,  so,  so. 
Fool.  And  ril  go  to  bed  at  noon. 

He-enier  Glostee. 

Glo.  Come  hither,  friend :  "Where  is  the  king  my  ma,?ter  ? 

Kent.  Here,  Sir ;  but  trouble  him  not,  his  wits  are  gone. 

Glo.  Good  friend,  I  pr'j-thee  take  him  in  thy  arms ; 
I  have  o'crheard  a  plot  of  death  upon  him  : 
There  is  a  litter  ready  ;  lay  him  in'"t. 
And  drive  towards  Dover,  friend,  where  thou  shalt  meet 
Both  welcome  and  protection,    'fake  up  thy  master : 
If  thou  shouldst  dally  half  an  hour,  his  life, 
"With  thine,  and  all  that  offer  to  defend  him, 
Stand  in  assured  loss  :  Take  up,  take  up ; 
And  follow  rue,  that  will  to  some  provision 
Give  thee  quick  conduct. 

Kent.  Oppressed  nature  sleeps  : — 
This  rest  might  yet  have  balm'd  thy  broken  senses, 
"AVhich,  if  convenience  will  not  allow. 
Stand  in  hard  cure. — Come,  help  to  bear  thy  master ; 
Thou  must  not  .stay  behind.  \_To  the  rooL. 

Glo.  Come,  come,  away. 

[Kxettnt  Kent,  Glo.,  ajid  ike  FooL,  bearing  off  the  King. 

Edg.  A\'hen  we  our  betters  see  bearing  our  woes, 
"We  scarcely  think  our  miseries  our  foes. 
Who  alone  suO'ers,  suffers  most  i'  the  mind ; 
Leaving  free  things,  and  happy  shows  behind  : 
But  then  the  mind  much  sufferance  doth  o'erskip, 
"When  grief  hath  mates,  and  bearing  fellowship. 
How  hght  and  portable  my  pain  seems  now, 
■  "When  that,  which  makes  me  bend  makes  the  king  bow ; 
He  childed,  as  I  father'd ! — Tom,  away  : 
Mark  the  higli  noises ;  *  and  thyself  bewray,  t 
"When  false  opinion,  whose  ^rong  thought  defiles  thee. 
In  thy  just  proof,  repeals,  and  reconciles  thee. 
What  will  hap  more  to-night,  safe  'scape  the  king ! 
Lurk,  lurk.  {Exit. 

SCENE  VII.— A  Room  in  Glostee's  Castle. 

Enter  Coexwall,  Eegax,  Goxeeie,  Edmund,  and  Servants. 

Corn.  Post  speedily  to  my  lord  your  husband ;  show  him  tin.-: 
letter : — The  army  of  France  is  landed : — Seek  out  the  villain 
Gloster.  {Exeunt  some  of  the  Servants. 

Reg.  Hang  him  instantly. 

Gon.  Pluck  out  his  eyes. 

Corn.  Leave  him  to  my  displeasure. — Edmund,  keep  you  our 

sister  company ;  the  revenges  we  are  bound  to  take  upon  your 

traitorous  father,  are  not  fit  for  your  beholding.    Advise  the 

duke,  where  you  are  going,  to  a  most  festinate  preparation ;  avc 

•  The  great  events  that  are  approacliing.  t  Discover. 
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are  bound  to  the  like.    Our  posts  shall  be  SAvift,  and  intelligent 
betwixt  us.    farewell,  dear  sister ; — farewell,  my  lord  of  Gloster.  * 

Eyiier  Stewahd. 

How  now,  Where's  the  king  ? 

Steic.  ily  lord  of  Gloster  hath  convey'd  him  hence  : 
Some  five  or  six  and  thirty  of  his  knights, 
Hot  qucstrists  t  after  him,  met  him  at  the  gate ; 
Who,  with  some  other  of  the  lord's  dependants, 
Are  gone  with  him  towards  Dover,  where  they  boast 
To  have  well-armed  friends. 

Cam.  Get  horses  for  your  mistress. 

Gon.  Farewell,  sweet  lord,  and  sister. 

[Exeunt  GONEEIL  and  Edmund. 

Corn.  Edfnuud,  farewell. — Go,  seek  the  traitor  Gloster, 
Pinion  him  like  a  thief,  bring  him  before  us  : 

[Exeunt  oilier  Servants, 
Though  well  we  may  not  pass  upon  his  life 
"Without  the  form  of  justice,  yet  our  power 
Shall  do  a  courtesy  X  to  our  wrath,  which  men 
May  blame,  but  not  control.    Who's  there  ?    The  traitor  ? 
Re-enter  SERVANTS,  icith  GlosTEB. 

Reg.  Ingratefiil  fox  !  'tis  he. 

Corn.  Bind  fast  his  corky  §  arms. 

Glo.  What  mean  your  graces  ? Good  my  friends,  consider 

You  are  my  guests ;  do  me  no  foul  play,  friends. 

Corn.  13ind  him,  I  say.  [Servants  bind  Mm. 

Reg.  Hard,  hard ; — O  filthy  traitor  ! 

Olo.  Unmerciful  lady  as  you  are,  I  am  none. 

Corn.  To  this  chair  bind  liim  :  villain  thou  shalt  find — 

[Regan  plucks  his  beard. 

Glo.  By  the  kind  gods,  'tis  most  ignobly  done. 
To  pluck  me  by  the  beard. 

Reg.  So  white,  and  such  a  traitor  ! 

Olo.  Naiighty  lady, 
The,«e  hairs,  which  thou  dost  ravish  from  my  chin, 
Will  quicken  t  and  accuse  thee :  I  am  your  host; 
With  robbers'  hands,  my  hospitable  favours 
You  should  not  riitile  thus.     What  will  you  do  ? 

Corn.  Come.  Sir,  what  letters  had  you  late  from  France  ? 

Reg.  Be  simple-answer'd,  for  we  know  the  truth. 

Corn.  And  what  confederacy  have  you  with  the  traitors 
liate  footed  in  the  kingdom  ? 

Reg.  To  whose  hands  have  you  sent  the  lunatic  king  ? 

Speak. 

Olo.  I  have  a  letter  guessingly  set  down. 
Which  came  from  one  that's  of  a  neutral  heart. 
And  not  from  one  opposed. 

Corn.  Cunning. 

Reg.  And  false. 

*  She  refcr«  to  Edmund,  invested  with  Ixis  father's  title.  f  Seekers. 

i  Benct.  *  Deceitful.  g  (Into  lite. ' 
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Corn.  Where  hast  thou  sent  the  king  ? 

Glo.  To  Dover. 

Beg.  Wherefore  to  Dover  ?    AVast  thou  not  charged  at  peril— 

Corn.  Wherefore  to  Dover  ?    Let  him  answer  that. 

Glo.  I  am  tied  to  the  stake,  and  I  must  stand  the  course.* 

Bc(i.  Wherefore  to  Dover  ? 

Glo.  Because  I  would  not  see  thy  cruel  nails 
Pluck  out  his  poor  old  eyes ;  nor  thy  fierce  sister 
In  his  anointed  flesh  stick  bearish  fangs. 
The  sea,  Avith  .«uch  a  storm  as  his  bare  head 
In  lioU-black  night  endured,  would  have  buoy'd  up, 
And  quencli'd  the  stelled  t  fii'es :  yet,  poor  old  heart. 
He  holp  the  heavens  to  rain. 
If  wolves  had  at  thy  gate  howl'd  that  stern  time. 
Thou  shouldst  have  said,  Good  x>orter,  iurn  the  key ; 
All  cruels  else  subscribed  :  X — But  I  shall  see 
The  winged  vengeance  overtake  such  childx-en. 

Com.  See  it  shalt  thou  never : — Fellows,  hold  the  chair  : 
Upon  these  eyes  of  thine  I'll  set  my  foot. 

[Glosteb  is  held  doivn  in  the  chair,  while  CoRirwA.LIi 
plucks  Old  one  of  his  eyes,  and  sets  his  foot  on  it. 

Glo.  He,  that  will  think  to  live  till  lie  be  old. 
Give  me  some  help  : — O  cruel !  O  ye  gods ! 

Heg.  One  side  will  mock  another ;  the  other  too. 

Corn.  If  you  see  vengeance, — 

Serv.  Hold  your  hand^  my  lord  : 
I  have  served  you  ever  smce  1  was  a  child  ; 
l?ut  better  service  have  I  never  done  you, 
Than  now  to  bid  you  hold. 

Beg.  How  now,  you  dog  ? 

Serr.  If  you  did  M'ear  a  beard  upon  your  chin, 
I'd  shake  it  on  this  quarrel :  What  do  you  mean  ? 

Corn.  My  villain  !  \ Draws,  and  runs  at  him. 

Serv.  Nay,  then  come  on,  and  take  the  chance  of  anger. 

[Draws.     They  fight.     CORNWALL  is  icounded. 

Beg.  Give  me  tliy  sword — [to  another  Servant].    A  peasant 
stand  up  thus  ! 

[Snatches  a  .tword,  comes  hehind,  and  stabs  him. 

Serr.  O,  T  am  slain  ! — ^ly  lord,  you  have  one  eye  left 
To  ^ce  some  mischief  on  him  : — O  !  [Dies. 

Co-'/i.  Lest  it  see  more,  prevent  it :  Out,  vile  jelly  ! 
Where  is  thy  lustre  noAv  ? 

[  Tears  out  Gloster's  other  eye,  and  throivs  it  on  the  ground. 

Glo.  All  dark  and  comfortless. — Where's  my  son  Edmund  ? 
Edmund,  enkindle  all  the  sparks  of  nature. 
To  quit  §  this  horrid  act. 

Beg.  Out,  treacherous  villain  ! 
Tliou  cairst  on  him  that  hates  thee  :  it  was  he 
That  made  the  overture  ll  of  thy  treasons  to  us ; 
Who  is  too  good  to  pity  thee. 

Glo.  O  my  follies  ! 

*  The  attack  of  the  (logs.  t  Starred.  t  Submittedto. 

i)  Requite.  tl  Discovered. 

VOL.  IV.  X 


S06  KING  LEAK.  [ACT  IT. 

Then  Edgar  was  abused. — 

Kind  gocfe,  forgive  me  that,  and  prosper  him ! 

Reg.  Go,  thrust  him  out  at  gates,  and  let  him  smell 
His  way  to  Dover— How  is't  my  lord ?    How  look  you ? 

Corn.  I  have  received  a  hurt :  follow  me,  lady. — 
Turn  out  that  eyeless  villain ;— throw  this  slave 
Upon  the  dunghill. — Eegan,  I  bleed  apace  : 
Untimely  comes  this  hurt :  give  me  your  arm. 

\_Exit  Cornwall,    led  by  Eegan;  —  Servants  •unbind 
Glosteb,  and  lead  him  out. 

1  Serv.  I'll  never  care  what  wickedness  I  do, 
If  this  man  comes  to  good. 

2  Serv.  If  she  live  long, 

And,  in  the  end,  meet  the  old  course  of  death,* 
Women  will  all  turn  monsters. 

1  Serv.  Let's  follow  the  old  earl,  and  get  the  Bedlam  f 
To  lead  him  where  he  would ;  his  roguish  madness 
Allows  itself  to  anything. 

2  Serv.  Go  thou ;  I'll  fetch  some  flax,  and  whites  of  eggs. 
To  apply  to  his  bleeding  face.    Now,  heaven  help  him  ! 

'[Exeunt  severally. 


ACT  IV. 

SCENE  I.— The  Heath. 

Enter  Edgab. 

Edg.  Yet  better  thus,  and  known  to  be  contemn'd. 
Than  still  contemn'd  and  flatter'd.    To  be  worst, 
The  lowest,  and  most  dejected  thing  of  fortune, 
Stands  still  in  esperancCj  J  lives  not  in  fear : 
The  lamentable  change  is  from  the  best ; 
The  worst  returns  to  laughter.    Welcome  then. 
Thou  unsubstantial  air,  that  I  embrace  ! 
The  wretch,  that  thou  hast  blown  unto  the  worst, 
Owes  nothing  to  thy  blasts. — But  who  comes  hero  ? — 

Enter  Gloster,  led  by  an  Old  Man. 
My  father,  poorly  led  ? — World,  world,  O  world ! 
But  that  thy  strange  mutations  make  us  hate  thee. 
Life  would  not  yield  to  age. 

Old  Man.  O  my  good  lord,  I  have  been  your  tenant,  and  your 
father's  tenant,  these  four-score  years. 

Qlo.  Away,  get  thee  away ;  good  friend,  be  gone  : 
Thy  comforts  can  do  me  no  good  at  all. 
Thee  they  may  hurt. 

Old  Man.  Alack,  Sir,  you  cannot  see  your  way. 

Glo.  I  have  no  way,  and  therefore  want  no  eyes ; 
I  stumbled  when  I  saw  :  Full  offc  'tis  seen. 
Our  mean  §  secures  us ;  and  our  mere  defects 

*  7. e.  die  a  natural  death.  t  Madman.  t  Iii  hope. 

S  Middle  condition. 


SCENE  I.]  KING  LEAE.  307 

Prove  our  commodities. — Ah,  dear  son  Edgar, 
The  food  of  thy  abused  father's  wrath  ! 
Might  I  but  hve  to  see  thee  in  my  touch, 
I'd  say,  I  had  eyes  again ! 

Old  Man.  How  now  ?  Who's  there  ? 

Edg.  [_aside].  O  gods  !  "Who  is't  can  say,  I  am  at  the  worst  ? 
I  am  worse  than  e'er  I  was. 

Old  Man.  'Tis  poor  mad  Tom. 

Edg.  [aside].  And  worse  I  may  be  yet :  The  worst  is  not. 
So  long  as  we  can  say.  This  is  the  tvorst. 

Old  Man.  Fellow,  where  goest  ? 

Olo.  Is  it  a  beggar-man  ? 

Old  Man.  Madman  and  beggar  too. 

Olo.  He  has  some  reason,  else  he  could  not  beg. 
I'  the  last  night's  storm  I  such  a  fellow  saw ; 
Which  made  me  think  a  man  a  worm :  My  son 
Came  then  into  my  mind ;  and  yet  my  mind 
Was  then  scarce  friends  with  him  :  I  have  heard  more  since : 
As  flies  to  wanton  boys,  are  we  to  the  gods ; 
They  kill  us  for  their  sport. 

^dff.  How  should  this  be  ? — 
Bad  is  the  trade  must  play  the  fool  to  sorrow, 
Ang'ring  itself  and  others.  [Aside.] — Bless  thee,  master ! 

Glo.  Is  that  the  naked  fellow  ? 

Old  Man.  Ay,  my  lord. 

Glo.  Then,  pr'ythee,  get  thee  gone :  If,  for  my  sake, 
Thou  wilt  o'ertake  us,  hence  a  mile  or  twain, 
r  the  way  to  Dover,  do  it  for  ancient  love ; 
And  bring  some  covering  for  this  naked  soul. 
Whom  I'll  entreat  to  lead  me. 

Old  Man.  Alack,  Sir,  he's  mad. 

Glo.  'Tis  the  time's  plague,  when  madmen  lead  the  blind. 
Do  as  I  bid  thee,  or  rather  do  thy  pleasure ; 
Above  the  rest,  be  gone. 

Old  Man.  I'll  brmg  him  the  best  'parrel  that  I  have, 
Come  on't  what  will.  [Uxit. 

Glo.  Sirrah,  naked  fellow. 

Udg.  Poor  Tom 's  a-cold— I  cannot  daub*  it  further.    [Aside. 

Olo.  Come  hither,  fellow. 

Edg.   [aside].  And  yet  I  must.— Bless  thy  sweet  eyes,  they 
bleed. 

Glo.  Know'st  thou  the  way  to  Dover  ? 

Udg.  Both  stile  and  gate,  horse-way  and  foot-path.  Poor 
Tom  hath  been  scared  out  of  his  good  wits :  Bless  the  good  man 
from  the  foul  fiend !  [Five  fiends  have  been  in  poor  Tom  at 
once;  of  lust,  as  Obidictit;  Hobhididance,  prince  of  dumbness; 
Mahu,  of  stealing;  Modo,  of  murder;  and  FUhhertigihhet,  of 
mopping  and  mowing ;  who  since  possesses  chamber-maids  and 
waiting  women.    So,  bless  thee,  master !] 

Glo.  Here,  take  this  purse,  thou  whom  the  heaven's  plagues 
Have  humbled  to  all  strokes :  that  I  am  wretched. 
Makes  thee  the  happier : — Heavens,  deal  so  still ! 
*  Disguise. 
X  2 
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Let  the  superfluous,  and  lust-dieted  man, 

That  slaves  your  ordinance,  *  that  will  not  see 

Because  he  doth  not  feel,  feel  your  power  quickly  ; 

So  distribution  should  undo  excess, 

And  each  man  have  enough. — Dost  thou  know  Dover  ? 

I]dg.  Ay,  master. 

Glo.  There  is  a  cliff,  whose  high  and  bending  head 
Looks  fearfully  in  the  confined  deep : 
Bring  me  but  to  the  very  brim  of  it. 
And  I'll  repair  the  misery  tliou  dost  bear, 
"With  something  rich  above  me :  from  that  place 
I  shall  no  leading  need. 

Edg.  Give  me  thy  arm ; 
Poor  Tom  shall  lead  thee.  [^Exeunt. 

SCENE  II.— Before  the  Duke  of  Albany's  Palace. 

Enter  GoNEEiL  and  Edmund  ;  Steward  meeting  them. 

Oon.  Welcome,  my  lord :  I  marvel,  our  mild  husband 
Not  met  us  on  the  way : — Now,  where's  your  master  ? 

Stew.  Madam,  within  ;  but  never  man  so  changed : 
I  told  him  of  the  army  that  was  landed ; 
He  smiled  at  it :  I  told  him,  you  were  coming ; 
His  answer  was.  The  u-orse  :  of  Gloster's  treachery, 
And  of  the  loyal  service  of  his  son, 
"When  I  inform'd  him,  then  he  call'd  me  sot ; 
And  told  me,  I  had  turn'd  the  wrong  side  out : — 
"What  most  he  should  dislike,  seems  pleasant  to  him ; 
Wliat  like,  offensive. 

Gon.  Then  shall  you  go  no  further.  [To  EDMUND. 

It  is  the  coTOsh  terror  of  his  spirit, 
That  dares  not  undertake :  he'll  not  feel  wrongs. 
Which  tie  him  to  an  answer :  Our  wishes  on  tne  way, 
May  prove  effects.    Back,  Edmund,  to  my  brother ; 
Hasten  his  musters,  and  conduct  his  powers : 
I  must  change  arms  at  home,  and  give  the  distaff 
Into  my  husband's  hands.    This  trusty  servant 
Shall  pass  between  us :  ere  long  you  are  like  to  hear. 
If  you  dare  venture  in  your  own  behalf, 
A  mistress'  command.    Wear  this  ;  spare  speech ; 

[Chiving  afavonr. 
Decline  your  head :  this  kiss,  if  it  durst  speak, 
Would  stretch  thy  spirits  up  into  the  air  ; — 
Conceive,  and  fare  thee  well. 

Edm.  Yours  in  the  ranks  of  death. 

Oon.  My  most  dear  Glostcr !  [Exit  Edmund. 

O,  the  difference  of  man,  and  man  !  To  thee, 
A.  woman's  services  are  due ;  my  fool 
Usurps  my  bed. 

Stew.  Madam,  here  comes  my  lord.  [Exit  Steward. 

*  Treats  it  as  be  would  a  slave. 
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Unter  ALBANY. " 

Oon.  1  have  been  worth  the  whistle.* 

Alb.  O  Goneril ! 
You  are  not  worth  the  dust  wliich  the  rude  wind 
Blows  in  your  face. — I  fear  your  disposition  : 
That  nature,  which  contemns  its  origin, 
Cannot  be  border'd  certain  in  itself ; 
She  that  herself  will  sliver  and  disbranch 
From  her  material  sap,  t  perforce  must  wither, 
And  come  to  deadly  use. 

Gon.  No  more  ;  the  text  is  foolish. 

Alb.  Wisdom  and  goodness  to  the  vile  seem  vile : 
Filths  savour  but  themselves.     VMiat  have  you  done  ? 
Tigers,  not  daughters,  ^vliat  have  you  perform'd  ? 
A  father,  and  a  gracious  aged  man. 
Whose  reverence  the  head-lugg'd  bear  would  lick. 
Most  barbarous,  most  degenerate !  have  you  madded. 
Could  my  good  brother  suffer  you  to  do  it  ? 
A  man,  a  prince,  by  him  so  benefited  ? 
If  that  the  heavens  do  not  their  visible  spirits 
Send  quickly  down  to  tame  these  vile  offences, 
'Twill  come. 

Humanity  must  perforce  prey  on  itself. 
Like  monsters  of  the  deep. 

Gon.  Milk-liver'd  man ! 
That  bear'st  a  cheek  for  blows,  a  head  for  wTongs ; 
Who  hast  not  in  thy  brows  an  eye  discerning 
Thine  honour  from  thy  suffering;  that  not  kno^v'st, 
Fools  do  those  villains  pity,  who  arc  punish'd 
Ere  they  have  done  their  mischief,     u'here's  thy  drum  ? 
France  spreads  his  banners  in  our  noisele.«s  land  ; 
With  plumed  helm  thy  slayer  begins  threats ; 
Whilst  thou,  a  moral  fool,  sitt'st  still,  and  cry'st. 
Alack  !  wkii  does  he  so  1 

Alb.  See  thyself,  devil! 
Proper  deformity  seems  not  in  the  fiend 
So  horrid,  as  in  ^voman. 

Gon.  O  vain  fool ! 

Alb.  Thou  changed  and  self-cover'd  thing,  for  shame, 
Be-monster  not  thy  feature.    Were  it  my  fitness 
To  let  these  hands  obey  my  blood,  J 
They  are  a]jt  enough  to  dislocate  and  tear 
Thy  fle.-ih  and  bones  :— Howe'er  thou  art  a  fiend, 
A  woman's  shape  doth  shield  thee. 

Gon.  Marry,  your  manhood  now  ! 

Enter  a  Messengeb. 
Alb.  What  news  ? 
Mess.  O,  my  good  lord,  the  duke  of  Corn  wall's  dead ; 

*  Worth  callings  for. 

t  Separate  herself  from  that  which  gave  her  life. 

t  IncUnatiou. 
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Slain  by  his  servant,  going  to  put  out 
The  other  eye  of  Gloster. 

Alh.  Gloster's  eyes ! 

Mess.  A  servant  that  he  bred,  thrill'd  with  remorse, 
Opposed  against  the  act,  bending  his  sword 
To  his  great  master ;  who,  thereat  enraged, 
Flew  on  him,  and  amongst  them  fell'd  him  dead : 
But  not  without  that  harmful  stroke,  which  since 
Hath  pluck'd  him  after.    - 

Alb.  This  shows  you  are  above. 
You  justicers,  that  these  our  nether  crimes 
So  speedly  can  venge  ! — But,  O  poor  Gloster  ! 
Lost  he  his  other  eye  ? 

31ess.  Both,  both,  my  lord. — 
This  letter.  Madam,  craves  a  speedy  answer ; 
'Tis  from  your  sister. 

Gon.  [^aside].  One  way  I  like  this  well; 
But  being  widow,  and  my  Gloster  with  her, 
May  all  the  building  in  my  fancy  pluck 
Upon  my  hateful  life :  Another  way. 
The  news  is  not  so  tart. — I'll  read  and  answer.  \_Exit. 

Alb.  AYliere  was  his  son,  when  they  did  take  his  eyes  ? 

Mess.  Come  with  my  lady  hither. 

Alb.  He  is  not  here. 

Mess.  No,  my  good  lord ;  I  met  him  back  again. 

Alb.  Knows  he  the  wickedness  ? 

Mess.    Ay,  my  good  lord ;  'twas  he  inform'd  against  him ; 
And  quit  the  house  on  purpose,  that  their  punishment 
flight  have  the  freer  course. 

Alb.  Gloster,  I  live 
To  thank  thee  for  the  love  thou  show'dst  the  king. 
And  to  revenge  thine  eyes. — Come  hither,  friend ; 
Tell  me  what  more  thou  knowest.  \_i:xennt. 

SCENE  IIL—TJie  French  Camp  near  Dover. 

Enter  Kent,  and  a  GENTLEMAN. 

Kent.  Why  the  king  of  France  is  so  suddenly  gone  back  know 
you  the  reason  ? 

Gent.  Something  he  left  imperfect  in  the  statCj 
Which  since  his  coming  forth  is  thought  of;  which 
Imports  to  the  kingdom  so  much  fear  and  danger. 
That  his  personal  return  was  most  required. 
And  necessary. 

Kent.  Who  hath  he  left  behind  him  general  ? 

Gent.  The  mareschal  of  France,  IMonsieur  le  Fer. 

Kent.  Did  your  letters  pierce  the  queen  to  any  demonstration 
of  grief? 

Gent.  Ay,  Sir ;  she  took  them,  read  them  in  my  presence ; 
And  now  and  then  an  ample  tear  trill'd  down 
Her  delicate  cheek  :  it  seem'd,  she  was  a  queen 
Over  her  passion ;  who,  most  rebel-like. 
Sought  to  be  king  o'er  her. 
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Kent.  O,  then  it  moved  her. 

Gent.  Not  to  a  rage  :  patience  and  sorrow  strove 
Who  should  express  her  goodUest.    Yon  have  seen 
Sunshine  and  rain  at  once :  her  smiles  and  tears 
Were  like  a  better  day :  Those  happy  smiles, 
That  play'd  on  her  ripe  lip,  seem'd  not  to  know 
"W'hat  guests  were  in  her  eyes ;  which  parted  thence, 
As  pearls  from  diamonds  dropp'd. — In  brief,  sorrow 
Would  be  a  rarity  most  beloved,  if  all 
Could  so  become  it. 

Kent.  Hade  she  no  verbal  question  ? 

Oent.  'Faith,  once  or  twice,  she  heaved  the  name  oi  father 
Pantingly  forth,  as  if  it  press'd  her  heart ; 
Cried,  Sisters  !  sisters  ! — Shame  of  ladies  !  sisters  ! 
Kent  !  father  !  sisters  !    WTiat  ?  i  'the  storm  1  i'  the  night  ? 
Let  pity  not  he  believed  ! — There  she  shook 
The  holy  water  from  her  heavenly  eyes. 
And  clamour  moisten'd :  then  away  she  started 
To  deal  with  grief  alone. 

Kent.  It  is  the  stars, 
The  stars  above  us,  govern  our  conditions  ;* 
Else  one  self  mate  and  mate  could  not  beget 
Such  different  issues.    You  spoke  not  with  her  since  ? 

Gent.  No. 

Kent.  Was  this  before  the  king  retum'd  ? 

Gent.  No,  since. 

Kent.  Well,  Sir :  the  poor  distressed  Lear  is  i'  the  town : 
Who  sometime,  in  his  better  tune,  remembers 
What  we  are  come  about,  and  by  no  means 
Will  yield  to  see  his  daughter. 

Gent.  Why,  good  Sir  ? 

Kent.  A  sovereign  shame  so  elbows  him :  his  own  unkindness. 
That  stripp'd  her  from  his  benediction,  tum'd  her 
To  foreign  casualties,  gave  her  dear  rights 
To  his  dog-hearted  daughters, — these  things  sting 
His  mind  so  venomously,  that  burning  shame 
Detains  him  from  Cordelia. 

Gent.  Alack,  poor  gentleman  ! 

Kent.  Of  Albany's  and  Cornwall's  powersf  you  heard  not  ? 

Gent.  'Tis  so ;  they  are  afoot. 

Kent.  Well,  Sir,  I'll  bring  you  to  our  master  Lear, 
And  leave  you  to  attend  him :  some  dear  cause  J 
Will  in  concealment  ^^Tap  nie  up  awhile  ; 
When  I  am  known  aright,  you  shall  not  grieve 
Lending  me  this  acquaintance.    I  pray  you  go 
Along  mth  me.  [Exeunt. 

SCENE  IV.— The  same.    A  Tent. 

Enter  CoEDELIA,  PHYSICIAN,  and  SOLDIEKS. 

Cor.  Alack,  'tis  he ;  why,  he  was  met  even  now 
As  mad  as  the  vex'd  sea :  "singing  aloud ; 

*  Disposition.  t  Forces.  J  Important  business. 
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Crown'd  with  rank  fumiter,*  and  furrow  weeds, 

With  harlocks,  hemlock,  nettles,  cuckoo-flowers, 

Darnel,  and  all  the  idle  weeds  that  grow 

In  our  sustaining  corn. — A  century  send  forth ; 

Search  every  acre  in  the  high  grown  field, 

And  bring  him  to  our  eye.  \_Exit  an  Officee. 

"What  can  man's  wisdom  do, 

In  the  restoring  his  bereaved  sense  ? 

He,  that  helps  him,  take  all  my  outward  worth. 

Phys.  There  is  means,  madam : 
Our  foster-nurse  of  nature  is  repose. 
The  which  he  lacks ;  that  to  provoke  in  him. 
Are  many  simples  operative,  whose  power 
Will  close  the  eye  of  anguish. 

Cor.  All  bless'd  secrets. 
All  you  unpublish'd  virtues  of  the  earth. 
Spring  with  my  tears  !  be  aidant,  and  remediate. 
In  the  good  man's  distress ! — Seek,  seek  for  him ; 
Lest  his  ungovern'd  rage  dissolve  the  life 
That  wants  the  means  to  lead  it. 

Enter  a  MESSENGER. 

Mess.  Madam,  news ; 
The  British  powers  are  marching  hitherward. 

Cor.  'Tis  known  before ;  our  preparation  stands 
In  expectation  of  them. — O  dear  father 
It  is  thy  business  that  I  go  about ; 
Therefore  great  France 

My  mourning,  and  importantt  tears,  hath  pitied. 
No  blown  §  ambition  doth  our  arms  incite, 
But  love,  dear  love,  and  our  aged  father's  light : 
Soon  may  I  hear,  and  see  him.  \_Exeunt, 

SCENE  v.— A  Room  in  Glostee's  CastU. 
Enter  EegaN  and  STEWARD. 

Meg.  But  are  my  brother's  powers  set  forth  ? 

Stew.  Ay,  madam. 

Reg.  Himself 
In  person  there  ? 

Slew.  Madam,  with  much  ado  : 
Your  sister  is  the  better  soldier. 

Reg.  Lord  Edmund  spake  not  with  your  lord  at  home  ? 

Stew.  No,  madam. 

Reg.  What  might  import  my  sister's  letter  to  liim  ? 

Stew.  I  know  not,  lady. 

Reg.  'Faith,  he  is  posted  hence  on  serious  matter. 
It  was  great  ignorance,  Gloster's  eyes  being  out. 
To  let  him  live ;  where  he  arrives,  he  moves 
All  hearts  against  us :  Edmund,  I  think,  is  gone, 
In  pity  of  his  misery,  to  despatch 

*  Fumitory,  a  wild  plant.  f  Importunate.  X  Inflated. 
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His  nighted  life;*  moreover,  to  descry 
The  strength  o'  the  enemy. 

Stew.  I  must  needs  after  him,  madam,  with  my  letter. 

Re(7.  Our  troops  set  forth  to-morrow  ;  gtay  with  us ; 
The  ways  are  dangerous. 

Steiv.  I  may  not,  madam ; 
My  lady  charged  my  duty  in  this  business. 

Heff.  "Wliy  should  she  write  to  Edmund  ?   Might  not  you 
Transport  her  pur])oses  by  word  ?     Beliko, 
Something— I  know  not  what : — I'll  love  thee  much, 
Let  me  unseal  the  letter. 

Stew.  Madam,  I  had  rather — 

Beg.  I  know,  your  lady  does  not  love  her  husband; 
I  am  sure  of  that:  and,  at  her  late  being  here. 
She  gave  strange  ceiliads,t  and  most  speaking  looks 
To  noble  Edmund  :  1  know,  you  arc  of  her  bosom. 

Stew.  I,  madam  ? 

Beg.  I  speak  in  understanding;  you  are,  I  know  it: 
Therefore,  1  do  advise  you,  take  this  note  .-j 
My  lord  is  dead  ;  Edmund  and  I  have  talk'd ; 
And  more  convenient  is  he  for  my  hand. 
Than  for  jour  lady's : — You  may  gather  §  more 
If  you  do  find  him,  pray  you,  give  him  this ; 
And  when  your  mistress  hears  thus  much  from  you, 
I  pray,  desire  her  call  her  wisdom  to  her. 
So,  fare  you  well. 

If  you  do  chance  to  hear  of  that  blind  traitor. 
Preferment  falls  (.n  him  that  cuts  him  olf. 

Stew.  'Would  I  could  meet  him,  madam !    I  would  show 
"WTiat  party  I  do  follow. 

Jieff.  Fare  thee  welL  [ExeuKt. 

SCENE  VI.—TIie  Country  near  Dovei: 
Enter  Glostek,  a7id  Edgae,  dressed  like  a  Fea/tant. 

Olo.  When  shall  we  oome  to  the  top  of  that  same  hill  ? 

Ed(i.  You  do  climb  up  it  now :  look,  how  we  labour. 

Olo.  Methinks  the  ground  is  oven. 

Edg.  Horrible  steep. 
Hark,  do  you  hear  the  sea  ? 

Olo.  No,  truly. 

Edg.  Why,  then,  your  other  senses  grow  imperfect 
By  your  eyes'  anguish. 

Olo.  So  may  it  be,  indeed : 
Methinks,  tliy  voice  is  alter'd ;  and  thou  speak'st 
In  better  phrase,  and  matter,  than  thou  didst. 

Edg.  You  are  much  deceived ;  in  nothing  am  I  changed, 
But  in  niv  garments. 

Olo.  Methinks,  you  are  better  spoken. 

Ed^.  Come  on.  Sir ;  here's  the  place  -.—stand  still.— How  fearful 

*  His  life  made  dark  as  night,  t  Glances. 

t  Obberve  what  I  am  saying.  S  Infer- 
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And  dizzy  'tis,  to  cast  one's  eyes  so  low  ! 
The  crows,  and  choughs,  that  wing  the  midway  air. 
Show  scarce  so  gross  as  beetles :  Half  way  down 
Hangs  one  that  gathers  samphire ;  dreadful  trade ! 
Methinks  he  seems  no  bigger  than  his  head : 
The  fishermen,  that  walk  upon  the  beach. 
Appear  like  mice ;  and  yon  tall  anchoring  bark, 
Diminish'd  to  her  cock ;  *  her  cock,  a  buoy 
Almost  too  small  for  sight :  The  murmuring  surge, 
That  on  the  unnumber'd  idle  pebbles  chafes. 
Cannot  be  heard  so  high : — I'll  look  no  more ; 
Lest  my  brain  turn,  and  the  deficient  sight 
Topple  down  headlong. 

Olo.  Set  me  where  you  stand. 

JSdg.  Give  me  your  hand  :  You  are  now  within  a  foot 
Of  the  extreme  verge :  for  all  beneath  the  moon 
Would  I  not  leap  upright. 

Qlo.  Let  go  my  hand. 
Here,  friend,  is  another  purse  ;  in  it  a  jewel 
Well  worth  a  poor  man's  taking  :  Fairies,  and  gods. 
Prosper  it  with  thee  !    Go  thou  further  ofi"; 
Bid  me  farewell,  and  let  me  hear  thee  going. 

Edg.  Now  fare  you  well,  good  Sir.  \_Seems  to  go. 

Glo.  With  all  my  heart. 

Edg.  Why  I  do  trifle  thus  with  his  despair. 
Is  done  to  cure  it. 

Glo.  O  you  mighty  gods  ! 
This  world  I  do  renounce ;  and  in  your  sights. 
Shake  patiently  my  great  affliction  ofi": 
If  I  could  bear  it  longer,  and  not  fall 
To  quarrel  with  your  great  opposeless  wills. 
My  snufl',  and  loathed  part  of  nature  should 
Burn  itself  out.    If  Edgar  live,  O,  bless  him  ! — 
Now,  fellow,  fare  thee  well. 

Edg.  Gone,  Sir :  farewell. —    I  Gloster  leaps  and  falls  along. 
And  yet  I  know  not  how  conceit  may  rob 
The  treasury  of  life,  when  life  itself 
Yields  to  the  theft :  Had  he  been  where  he  thought. 
By  this,  had  thought  been  past. — Alive  or  dead  ? 
Ho,  you  Sir !  friend! — Hear  you,  Sir? — speak  ! 
Thus  might  he  pass  indeed  : — Yet  he  revives : 
What  are  you,  Sir  ? 

Glo.  Away,  and  let  me  die. 

Edg.  Hadst  thou  been  aught  but  gossamer,  feathers,  air. 
So  many  fathom  down  precipitating, 
Thou  hadst  shiver'd  like  an  egg :  but  thou  dost  breathe  ; 
Hast  heavy  substance  ;  bleed'st  not ;  speak'st ;  art  sound. 
Ten  masts  at  each  make  not  the  altitude. 
Which  thou  hast  perpendicularly  fell ; 
Thy  Ufe  's  a  miracle  :  Speak  yet  again. 

Glo.  But  have  I  fallen,  or  no  ? 

Edg.  From  the  dread  summit  of  this  chalky  bourn :  f 
*  Cock-boat.  t  Boundary. 
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Look  up  a-lieight ; — the  shrill-gorged  lark  so  far 
Cannot  be  seen  or  heard  :  do  but  look  up. 

Glo.  Alack,  I  have  no  eyes. — 
Is  ^vretchedness  deprived  that  benefit, 
To  end  itself  by  death  ?    'Twas  yet  some  comfort, 
"When  misery  could  beguile  the  tyrant's  rage, 
And  frustrate  his  proud  will. 

Edg.  Give  me  your  arm : 
tFp  :— So ;— How  is't  ?    Feel  you  your  legs  ?    You  stand. 

Glo.  Too  well,  too  well. 

Edg.  This  is  above  all  strangeness. 
Upon  the  crown  o'  the  cliff,  i^iiat  thing  was  that 
Which  parted  from  you  ? 

Olo.  A  poor  unfortunate  beggar. 

Edg.  As  I  stood  here  below,  methought,  his  eyes 
"Were  two  full  moons ;  he  had  a  thousand  noses, 
Horns  whelk'd,*  and  waved  like  the  cnridged  sea ; 
It  was  some  fiend :  Therefore,  thou  happy  father, 
Think  that  the  clearestf  gods,  who  make  them  honours 
Of  men's  impossibilities,  have  preserved  thee. 

Glo.  I  do  remember  now :  henceforth  I'll  bear 
Affliction,  till  it  do  cry  out  itself. 
Enough,  enough,  and,  die.    That  thing  you  speak  of, 
I  took  it  for  a  man ;  often  'twould  say, 
The  fiend,  the  fiend :  he  led  me  to  that  place. 

Edg.  Bear  free  and  patient  thoughts. — But  who  comes  here  ? 

Enter  JjEXM,  fanfasticalli/  dressed  tip  tcith  fioicers. 
The  safer  sense  will  ne'er  accommodate 
His  master  thus. 

Lear.  No,  they  cannot  touch  me  for  coining ; 
I  am  the  king  himself. 

Edg.  O  thou  side-piercing  sight ! 

Lear.  Nature 's  above  art  in  that  respect. — There's  your  press- 
money.  That  fellow  handles  his  bow  like  a  crow-keeper :  ^  draw 
me  a  clothier's  yard.§ — Look,  look,  a  mouse  !  Peace,  peace; — this 
piece  of  toasted  cheese  will  do't.  —  There's  my  gauntlet ;  I'll 
prove  it  on  a  giant. — Bring  up  the  bro^vn  biUs.jl— O,  well  flown, 
bird  ! — i'  the  clout,  i'  the  clout  •."[T — hewgh  ! — Give  the  word.** 

Edg.  Sweet  marjoram. 

Lear.  Pass. 

Glo.  I  know  that  voice. 

Lear.  Ha !  Goneril  1 — ^^"ith  a  white  beard ! — They  flatter  d  rao 
like  a  dog ;  and  told  me,  I  had  white  hairs  in  my  beard,  ere  the 
black  ones  were  there.  To  say  ay,  and  no,  to  everything  I  said  ! 
— Ay  and  no  too  was  no  good  divinity.  AVhen  the  rain  came  to 
wet  me  once,  and  the  wind  to  make  me  chatter;  when  the 
thunder  would  not  peace  at  my  bidding ;  there  I  found  them, 
there  I  smelt  them  out.  Go  to,  they  are  not  men  o'  their  words  : 
they  told  me  1  was  everything ;  'tis  a  he ;  I  am  not  ague -proof. 

*  Twisted.  t  Purest.  t  Scarecrow. 

^  An  arrow  of  a  cloth  yard  long.  \  Battle-axes. 

*[  The  white  mark  that  archers  aim  at.  **  Tlie  watr Uword 
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6lo.  The  trick*  of  that  voice  I  do  well  remember : 
Is't  not  the  king  ? 

Lear.  Ay,  every  inch  a  king : 
"When  I  do  stare,  see,  how  the  subject  quakes. 
I  pardon  that  man's  life :  what  was  thy  cause  ? — 
Adultery. — 

Thou  shalt  not  die  :  Die  for  adultery  !  No  : 
The  wren  goes  to't,  and  the  small  gilded  fly 
Does  lechei^  in  my  sight. 
Let  copulation  thrive,  for  Gloster's  bastard  son 
Was  kinder  to  his  father,  than  my  daughters 
Got  'tween  the  lawful  sheets. 
To't,  luxury,  pell-mell,  for  I  lack  soldiers.— 
Behold  yon  simpering  dame, 
"Whose  face  between  her  forks  presageth  snow; 
That  minces  virtue,  and  does  shake  the  head 
To  hear  of  pleasure's  name  ; 
The  fitchew,  nor  the  soiled  horse,  goes  to't 
With  a  more  riotous  appetite. 
Dow  n  from  the  waist  they  are  centaurs, 
Though  women  all  above  : 
Butt  to  the  girdle  do  the  gods  inherit,! 
Beneath  is  all  the  fiends' ;  there's  hell,  there's  darkness, 
There  is  the  sulphurous  pit,  burning,  scalding,  stench,  consump- 
tion ; — Fie,  fie,  iie  !  pah ;  pah  !    Give  me  an  ounce  of  civet,  good 
apothecary,  to  sweeten  my  imagination :  there's  money  for  thee. 

Qlo.  O,  let  me  kiss  that  hand. 

Lear.  Let  me  wipe  it  first ;  it  smells  of  mortality. 

Glo.  O  ruin'd  piece  of  nature !    This  great  world 
Shall  so  wear  out  to  nought. — Dost  thou  know  me  ? 

Lear.  I  remember  thine  eyes  well  enough.  Dost  thou  squinny 
at  me  ?  Ko,  do  thy  worst,  blind  Cupid ;  I'll  not  love. — Bead 
thou  this  challenge  ;  mark  but  the  penning  of  it. 

Glo.  Were  all  the  letters  suns,  I  could  not  see  one. 

l!^dr).  I  would  not  take  this  from  report ; — it  is, 
And  my  heart  breaks  at  it. 

Lear.  Bead. 

Olo.  What,  with  the  case  of  eyes  ? 

Lear.  0,  ho,  are  you  there  with  me  ?  No  eyes  in  your  head, 
nor  no  money  in  your  purse  ?  Your  eyes  are  in  a  heavy  case, 
your  purse  in  a  light :  Yet  you  see  how  this  world  goes. 

Glo.  I  see  it  feelingly. 

Lear.  What,  art  mad  ?  A  man  may  see  how  this  world  goes, 
with  no  eyes.  Look  with  thine  ears  :  see  how  yon  justice  rails 
upon  yon  simple  thief.  Hark,  in  thine  ear :  Change  places ; 
and,  handy-dandy,  which  is  the  justice,  which  is  the  thief? — 
Thou  hast  seen  a  farmer's  dog  bark  at  a  beggar  ? 

Glo.  Ay,  Sir. 

Lear.  And  the  creature  run  from  the  cur?     There  thou 
mightst  behold  the  great  image  of  authority :  a  dog 's  obeyed  in 
office. 
Thou  rascal  teadle  hold  thy  bloody  hand : 

*  Sound.  t  Only.  X  Possess. 
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Why  dost  thou  lash  that  whore  ?    Strip  thine  own  back ; 

Thou  hotly  lust'st  to  use  her  in  that  kind 

For  which  thou  whipp'st  her.    The  usurer  hangs  the  cozener 

Through  tattered  clothes  small  vices  do  appear ; 

Eobes,  and  furr'd  gowns,  hide  all.    Plate  sin  with  gold, 

And  the  strong  lance  of  justice  hurtless  breaks : 

Arm  it  in  rags,  a  pigmy's  straw  doth  pierce  it. 

None  does  offend,  none,  I  say,  none  ;  I'll  able*  'em : 

Take  that  of  me,  my  friend,  who  have  the  power 

To  seal  the  accuser's  lips.    Get  fcliee  glass  eyes ; 

And,  hke  a  scurvy  jiolitician,  seem 

To  see  the  things  thou  dost  not. — Now,  now,  now,  now  : 

Pull  off  my  boots  : — harder,  harder ;  so. 

Edg.  O,  matter  and  impertinency  mix'd  ! 
Eeason  in  madness ! 

Lear.  If  thou  wilt  weep  my  fortunes,  take  my  eyes. 
I  know  thee  well  enough ;  thy  name  is  Gloster : 
Thou  must  be  patient ;  we  came  crying  hither. 
Thou  know'st,  the  first  time  that  we  smell  the  air. 
We  wawl,  and  cry : — I  will  preach  to  thee ;  mark  me. 

Glo.  Alack,  alack  the  day  ! 

Lear.  AVhen  we  are  born,  we  cry,  that  we  are  come 

To  this  great  stage  of  fools  ; This  a  good  block  ?  f 

It  were  a  delicate  stratagem,  to  shoe 
A  troop  of  horse  with  felt :  I'll  put  it  in  proof; 
And  when  I  have  stolen  upon  these  sons-in-law. 
Then,  kill,  kill,  kill,  kill,  kill,  kill. 

Enter  a  Gentleman,  loitJi  Attendants. 

Gent.  O,  here  he  is,  lay  hand  upon  him, — Sir, 
Your  most  dear  daughter 

Lear.  No  rescue  ?    What,  a  prisoner  ?    I  am  even 
The  natural  fool  of  fortune. — Use  me  well ; 
You  shall  have  ransom.    Let  me  have  a  surgeon, 
I  am  cut  to  the  brains. 

Gent.  You  shall  have  any  thin  a:. 

ica?-.  No  seconds  ?    All  myself? 
W^liy,  this  would  make  a  man,  a  man  of  salt,  J 
To  use  his  eyes  for  garden  water-pots, 
Ay,  and  for  laying  autumn's  dust. 

Gent.  Good  Sir, — 

Lear.  I  will  die  bravelj',  like  a  bridegroom  :  What  ? 
1  will  be  jovial ;  come,  come,  I  am  a  king. 
My  masters,  know  you  that  ? 

Gent.  You  are  a  royal  one,  and  we  obey  you. 

Lear.  Then  there's  life  in  it.  §    Nay,  an  you  get  it,  you  sliidl 
get  it  by  running.    Sa,  sa,  sa,  sa. 

\E.vit,  running ;  Attendants  foUovi. 

Gent.  A  sight  most  pitiful  in  the  meanest  wretch  ; 
Past  speaking  of  in  a  king !— Thou  hast  one  daughter, 

*  Uphoia.  t  //rad  pari  of  the  hat.  X  Of  tears. 

^  The  case  is  not  yet  desi>erate. 
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Who  redeems  nature  from  the  general  curse 
Which  twain  have  brought  her  to. 

JEdg.  Hail,  gentle  Sir. 

Gent.  Sir,  speed  you :  What's  your  will  ? 

Edg.  Do  you  hear  aught.  Sir,  of  a  battle  toward  ? 

Oent,  Most  sure,  and  vulgar :  every  one  hears  that, 
Which  can  distinguish  sound. 

Edg.  But,  by  your  favour. 
How  near's  the  other  army  ? 

&ent.  Near,  and  on  speedy  foot ;  the  main  descry 
Stands  on  the  hourly  thought.* 

Edg.  I  thank  you.  Sir :  that's  all. 

Oeiii.  Though  that  the  queen  on  special  cause  is  here. 
Her  army  is  moved  on. 

Edg.  I  thank  you.  Sir.  [Exit  GENTLEMAN. 

Olo.  You  ever-gentle  gods,  take  my  breath  from  me  ; 
Let  not  my  worser  spirit  tempt  me  again 
To  die  before  you  please  ! 

Edg.  Well  pray  you,  father. 

Glo.  Now,  good  Sir,  what  are  you  ? 

Edg.  A  most  poor  man,  made  tame  by  fortune's  blows ; 
Who,  by  the  art  of  known  and  feeling  sorrows, 
Am  pregnant  to  good  pity.    Give  me  your  band, 
I'll  lead  you  to  some  biding. 

Olo.  Hearty  thanks : 
The  bounty  and  the  benison  of  heaven 
To  boot,  and  boot !  f 

Enter  Steward. 

Stew.  A  proclaim'd  prize !    Most  happy  ! 
That  eyeless  head  of  thine  was  first  framed  flesh 
To  raise  my  fortunes. — Thou  old  unhappy  traitor, 
Briefly  thyself  remember.  J— The  sword  is  out 
That  must  destroy  thee. 

Qlo.  Now  let  thy  friendly  hand 
Put  strength  enough  to  it.  [Edgae  02U^oses. 

Stew.  Wherefore,  bold  peasant, 
Dar'st  thou  support  a  pubUsh'd  traitor  ?    Hence ; 
Lest  that  the  infection  of  his  fortune  take 
Like  hold  on  thee.    Let  go  his  arm. 

Edg.  Ch'ill  not  let  go,  Zir,  without  vurtlier  'casion. 

Steiv.  Let  go,  slave,  or  thou  diest. 

Edg.  Good  gentleman,  go  your  gait,  §  and  let  poor  volk  pass. 
And  ch'ud  ha'  been  zwaggcr'd  out  of  my  life,  'twould  not  lia' 
been  zo  long  as  'tis  by  a  vortuight.  Nay,  come  not  near  the  old 
man;  keep  out,  che  vor'ye,  or  ise  try  whether  yuur  co,^tard|| 
or  my  bat1[  be  the  harder :  Ch'ill  be  plain  ^vith  you. 

Steiu.  Out,  dunghill ! 

Edg.  Ch'ill  pick  your  teeth,  Zir :  Come ;  no  matter  vor  your 
foins.**  \_They  fight,  a«(^ Edgae  knocks  liim  doion, 

*  Is  expected  every  hour.  t  Reward. 

t  Quickly  recollect  the  offences  of  thy  life.  s^  Ycurway. 

B  Head.  ^  Club.  **  Thrusts. 
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Stew.  Slave,  thou  hast  slain  me :— Villain,  take  my  purse ; 
If  ever  thou  wilt  thrive,  bury  my  body ; 
And  give  the  letters,  which  thou  find'st  about  me. 
To  Edmund  earl  of  Gloster ;  seek  him  out 
Upon  the  British  party : O,  untimely  death  !  [Die*. 

Edg.  I  know  thee  well :  A  serviceable  villain ; 
As  duteous  to  the  vices  of  thy  mistress, 
As  badness  would  desire. 

Qlo.  What,  is  he  dead  ? 

JEdg.  Sit  you  down,  father ;  rest  you. — 
Let's  see  his  pockets :  these  letters,  that  he  speaks  of. 
May  be  my  friends. — He's  dead ;  I  am  only  sorry 
He  had  no  other  death's-man. — Let  us  see : — • 
Leave,  gentle  wax ;  and,  manners,  blame  us  not : 
To  know  our  enemies'  minds,  we'd  rip  their  hearts  ; 
Their  papers,  is  more  lawful. 

[Reads.]  Let  our  reciprocal  votes  he  rememhered .  You  have 
many  opportunities  to  cut  him  off :  if  your  uill  want  not,  time 
and  place  will  be  fruitfully  offered.  There  is  nothing  done,  if  he 
return  the  conqueror :  Then  am  I  the  prisoner,  and  his  bed  my 
jail;  from  the  loathed  warmth  whereof  deliver  me,  and  supply 
the  place  for  your  labour. 

Your  wife  {so  I  would  say),  and  your  affectionate  servant, 

GOXEEIL. 

O  undistinguish'd  space*  of  woman's  will ! — 

A  plot  upon  her  virtuous  husband's  life ; 

And  the  exchange,  my  brother ! — Here,  in  the  sands. 

Thee  I'll  rake  up,  the  post  unsanctified 

Of  murderous  lechers ;  and,  in  the  mature  time. 

With  this  imgracious  paper  strike  the  sight 

Of  the  death-practised  duke  :  Tor  him  'tis  well. 

That  of  thy  death  and  business  I  can  tell. 

[JExit  Edgar,  dragging  out  the  lady. 

Glo.  The  king  is  mad  :  How  stiff  is  my  vile  sense 
That  I  stand  up,  and  have  ingenious  feeling 
Of  my  huge  sorrows  !    Better  I  were  distract : 
So  should  my  thoughts  be  sever'd  from  my  griefs  ; 
And  woes,  by  WTong  imaginations,  lose 
The  knowledge  of  themselves. 

Re-enter  Edgab. 

Edg.  Give  me  your  hand  : 
Ear  off,  methinks  I  hear  the  beaten  drum. 
Come,  father,  I'll  bestow  you  with  a  friend.  \_Exeunt. 

SCENE  VII.— A  Tent  in  the  French  Camp.     LeaE  on  a  led, 
asleep  ;  Phtsiciax,  Gentlemax,  and  others,  attending. 

Enter  COEDELIA  and  Kext. 

Cor.  O  thou  good  Kent,  how  shall  I  live,  and  work. 
To  match  thy  goodness  ?    My  life  will  be  too  short, 
And  every  measure  fail  me. 

*  Indiscriminating  licentiousness. 
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Ketit.  To  be  acknowledged,  madam,  is  o'erpaid. 
All  my  reports  go  with  the  modest  truth ; 
Nor  more,  nor  clipp'd,  but  so. 

Cor.  Be  better  suited  :* 
These  weeds  are  memories  of  those  worser  hours ; 
I  prythee,  put  them  off. 

Kent.  Pardon  me,  dear  madam ; 
Yet  to  be  known,  shortens  ray  niadef  intent : 
My  boon  I  make  it,  that  you  know  me  not. 
Till  time  and  I  think  meet. 

Cor.  Then  be  it  so,  my  good  lord. — How  does  the  king  ? 

[To  Me  PnysiciAJf. 

Phys.  Madam,  sleeps  still. 

Cor.  O  you  kind  gods, 
Cure  this  great  breach  in  his  abused  nature  ! 
The  untuned  and  jarring  senses,  O,  wind  up 
Of  this  child-changed  J  father  ! 

Fhys.  So  please  your  majesty. 
That  we  may  wake  the  king  ?  he  hath  slept  long. 

Cor.  Be  govern'd  by  your  knowledge,  and  proceed 
I'  the  sway  of  your  own  will.    Is  he  array'd  ? 

Oent.  Ay,  madam ;  in  the  heaviness  of  his  sleep, 
We  put  fresh  garments  on  him. 

Phys.  Be  by,  good  madam,  when  we  do  awake  him ; 
I  doubt  not  of  his  temperance. 

Cor.  Very  well. 

Phys.  Please  you,  draw  near. — Louder  the  music  there. 

Cor.  O  my  dear  father  !  Eestoration,  hang 
Thy  medicine  on  my  lips ;  and  let  this  kiss 
Repair  those  violent  harms,  that  my  two  sisters 
Have  in  thy  reverence  made ! 

Kent.  Kind  and  dear  princess  I 

Cor.  Had  you  not  been  their  father,  these  white  flakes 
Had  challenged  pity  of  them.    Was  this  a  face 
To  be  exposed  against  the  warring  winds  ? 
To  stand  against  the  deep  dread-bolted  thunder  ? 
In  the  most  terrible  and  nunble  stroke 
Of  quick^  cross  lightning  ?  to  watch,  (poor  perdu  !)  § 
"VVitli  this  thin  helm  ?  ,|  Mine  enemy's  dog. 
Though  he  had  bit  nie,  should  liave  stood  that  night 
..\gainst  my  (iro ;  and  wast  thou  fain,  poor  father, 
To  hovel  thee  with  swine,  and  rogues  forlorn. 
In  short  and  musty  straw  ?    Alack,  alack ! 
'Tis  wonder  that  thy  life  and  wits  at  once 
Had  not  concluded  all. — Ho  wakes;  speak  to  him. 

Phys.  iladain,  do  you;  'tis  iittpst. 

Cor.  How  does  my  royal  lord  ?  How  fares  your  majesty  ? 

Lear.  You  do  mo  wrong,  to  take  me  out  o'  the  grave : — 
Thou  art  a  soul  in  bliss  ;  but  I  am  bound 
Upon  a  wheel  of  fire,  that  mine  own  tears 
!Do  8cald  like  molten  lead. 

♦  Dressed.  t  Foi-mod,  X  Chanpfcd  by  Lis  children. 

§  Forlorn  hope,  enfant  perdu,  I  Covering. 
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for.  Sir,  do  you  kuow  me  ? 

Lear,  lou  are  a  spirit,  I  know ;  When  did  you  die  ? 

Cor.  Still,  still,  far  wide  ! 

Thys.  He's  scarce  awake :  let  him  alone  awhile. 

Lear.  "Where  have  I  been  ? — Where  am  I  ? — Fair  daylight  ? — 
I  am  mightily  abused. — I  should  even  die  ^vith  pity, 
To  see  another  thus. — I  know  not  what  to  say. — 
I  will  not  swear,  these  are  my  hands : — let's  see ; 
I  feel  this  pin  prick.    'Would  I  were  assured 
Of  my  condition. 

Cor.  O  look  upon  me,  Sir, 
And  hold  your  hands  in  benediction  o'er  me : — 
No,  Sir,  you  must  not  kneel. 

Lear.  Praj',  do  not  mock  me : 
I  am  a  very  foolish  fond  old  man. 
Fourscore  and  upward  ;  and,  to  deal  plainly, 
I  fear,  I  am  not  in  my  perfect  mind. 
Methinks,  I  should  know  you,  and  know  this  man  : 
Yet  I  am  doubtful :  for  I  am  mainly  ignorant 
What  place  this  is ;  and  all  the  skill  I  nave 
Eeniembers  not  these  garments :  nor  I  know  not 
Where  I  did  lodge  last  night :    Do  not  laugh  at  me ; 
For.  as  I  am  a  man,  I  think  thi^  lady 
To  be  my  child  Cordelia. 

Cor.  And  so  I  am,  I  am. 

Lear.  Be  your  tears  wet  ?  Yes  "faith.    I  pray,  weep  not : 
If  you  have  poison  for  me,  I  will  drink  it. 
I  know,  you  do  not  love  me ;  for  your  sisters 
Have,  a.s  1  do  remember,  done  me  wrong. 
You  have  some  cause,  they  have  not. 

Cor.  No  cause,  no  cause. 

Lear.  Am  I  in  France  ? 

Kent.  In  your  own  kingdom.  Sir. 

Lear.  Do  not  abuse  me. 

Fhjs.  Be  comforted,  good  madam :  tlic  great  rage, 
You  see,  is  cured  in  him :  and  yet  it  is  danger 
To  make  him  even*  o'er  the  time  he  has  lost- 
Desire  him  to  go  in  ;  trouble  him  no  more. 
Till  further  setthng. 

Cor.  Will't  please  your  highness  Avalk  ? 

Lear.  You  must  bear  with  me  : 
Pray  now,  forget  and  forgive  :  I  am  old  and  foolish. 

'jExeunt  LeaE,  Coedelia,  PiiysiciaX,  and  Attendanii. 

Oent.  "Holds  it  true,  Sir, 
That  the  duke  of  Cornwall  was  so  slain  ? 

Kent.  Most  certain.  Sir. 

Gent.  Who  is  conductor  of  lais  people  ? 

Kent.  As  'tis  said. 
The  bastard  son  of  Gloster. 

Gent.  They  say,  Edgar, 
His  banish'd  son,  is  with  the  earl  of  Kent 
In  Germany. 

*  CaU  to  miad. 

VOL.  IV.  y 
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Kent.  Eeport  is  changeable. 
'Tis  time  to  look  about ;  the  powers*  o'  the  kingdom 
Approach  apace. 

Gent.  The  arbitrement  f  is  like  to  be  a  bloody. 
Fare  you  well,  Sir.  [^Exit 

Kent.  My  point  and  period  will  be  thoroughly  wrought, 
Or  well,  or  ill,  as  this  day's  battle 's  fought.  \_i:xit 


ACT  V. 

SCENE  I. — The  Camp  of  the  British  Forces,  near  Dover. 

Enter,  with  Entms  and  Colours,  Edmund,  Eegan,  Officers, 
Soldiers,  and  Others. 

Edm.  Know  of  the  duke,  if  his  last  purpose  hold ; 
Or,  whether  since  he  is  advised  by  aught 
To  change  the  course :  He's  full  of  alteration. 
And  self-reproving : — bring  his  constant  pleasure.  X 

[To  an  Officer,  who  goes  out. 

Reg.  Our  sister's  man  is  certainly  miscarried. 

Edm.  'Tis  to  be  doubted,  madam. 

Reg.  Now,  sweet  lord, 
You  know  the  goodness  I  intend  upon  you : 
Tell  me, — but  truly, — but  then  speak  the  truth. 
Do  you  not  love  my  sister  ? 

Edm.  In  honour'd  love. 

Reg.  But  have  you  never  found  my  brother's  way 
To  the  forefended  §  place  ? 

Edm.  That  thought  abuses  you.|l 

Reg.  I  am  doubtful  that  you  have  been  conjunct 
And  bosom'd  with  her,  as  far  as  we  call  lid's. 

Edm.  No,  by  mine  honour  madam. 

Reg.  I  never  shall  endure  licr  :  Dear  my  lord. 
Be  not  familiar  with  her. 

Edm.  Pear  me  not : — 
She,  and  the  duke  her  husband. 

Enter  Albanv,  Goneril,  and  Soldiers. 

Oon.  I  had  rather  lose  the  battle,  than  that  sister 
Should  loosen  him  and  me.  [Aside 

Alb.  Our  very  loving  sister,  well  be  met. — 
Sir,  this  I  hear, — The  king  i-s  come  to  his  daughter, 
"With  others,  whom  the  rigour  of  our  state 
Forced  to  cry  out.    AVhere  I  could  not  be  honest, 
I  never  yet  was  valiant :  for  this  business, 
It  touches  us  as  France  invades  our  land. 
Not  holds  IT  the  king;  with  others,  whom,  I  fear, 
Most  just  and  heavy  causes  make  oppose.** 

Edm.  Sii',  you  speak  nobly. 

Reg.  "Why  is  this  reason'd  ? 

*  Forces.  f  Decision.  t  Settled  resolution.  5  Forbidden 

l  Imposes  on  you.  ^  Emboldens.  **  Opposition. 
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Go;i.  Combine  together  'gainst  the  enemy : 
Tor  these  domestic  and  particular  broils 
Are  not  to  question  here. 

Alb.  Let  us  then  determine 
With  the  ancient  of  war  on  our  proceedings. 

Edm.  I  shall  attend  you  presently  at  your  tent. 

Meg.  Sister,  you'll  go  with  us  ? 

Goii.  No. 

Beg.  'Tis  most  convenient ;  pray  you,  go  with  us. 

Gon.  O,  ho,  I  know  the  riddle  laside']  :  I  will  go. 

As  they  are  going  out,  enter  EdgAE,  disguised. 

Hdg.  If  e'er  your  grace  had  speech  with  man  so  poor, 
Hear  me  one  word. 

Alh.  I'll  overtake  you. — Speak. 

\^Exeiint  Edmund,  Eegan,  Gonebil,  Officers, 
Soldiers,  and  Attendants. 

Hdg.  Before  you  fight  the  battle,  ope  this  letter. 
If  you  have  victory,  let  the  trumpet  sound 
For  him  that  brought  it :  wretched  though  I  seem, 
I  can  ])roduce  a  champion,  that  will  prove 
What  is  avouched  there  :  If  you  miscarry, 
Your  business  of  the  world  hath  so  an  end. 
And  machination  ceases.    Fortune  love  you  ! 

Alb.  Stay  till  I  have  read  the  letter. 

Hdg.  I  was  forbid  it. 
'^^''hen  time  shall  serve,  let  but  the  herald  cry, 
And  I'll  appear  again.  [Exit. 

Alb.  ^Vhy,  fare  thee  well ;  I  will  o'erlook  thy  paper. 

Re-enter  EdmtjnD. 

Udm.  The  enemy  's  in  view ;  draw  up  j*our  powers. 
Hero  is  the  guess  of  their  true  strength  and  forces 
By  diligent  discovery  ; — but  your  haste 
Is  now  urged  on  you. 

Alb.  "VVe  will  greet  the  time.  *  [ExU. 

JEdm.  To  both  these  sisters  have  I  sworn  my  love  ■ 
Each  jealous  of  the  other,  a5  the  stung 
Are  of  the  adder.    A^'hich  of  them  shall  I  take  ? 
Both  ?  one  ?  or  neither  ?    Neither  can  be  enjoy'd, 
If  both  remain  alive :  To  take  the  widow. 
Exasperates,  makes  mad  her  sister  Goneril ; 
And  hardly  shall  I  carry  out  my  side,  f 
Her  husband  being  alive.    Now  then,  we'll  use 
His  countenance  for  the  battle;  which  being  done. 
Lot  her,  who  would  be  rid  of  hnn,  devise 
His  speedy  taking  off.    As  for  the  mercy 
"\^'bich  he  intends  to  Lear,  and  to  Cordelia, — 
The  battle  done,  and  they  within  our  power, 
Shall  never  see  his  pardon  :  for  my  state 

Stands  on  me  to  defend,  not  to  debate.  [Exit. 

*  Meet  the  occasion.  f  7.  e.  make  my  party  good. 

Y  2 
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-SC-EiV'J}  II. — A  Field  hetween  the  ttco  Camps. 

Alarum  icithln. — Enter,  tcith  Drum  and  Colours,  Leak, 
CoiiDELIA,  and  their  Forces  ;  and  Exeunt. 

Enter  EdgAE  and  Glostek. 

Edg.  Hero,  father,  take  the  shadow  of  this  tree 
For  your  good  host ;  pray  that  the  right  may  thrive : 
If  ever  I  return  to  you  again, 
I'll  bring  you  comfort. 

Olo.  Grace  go  with  you,  Sir  !  {Exit  Edgah, 

Alarums;  afterwards  a  Retreat.    i?c-c»/er  EdGaR. 

Edg.  Away,  old  man,  give  me  thy  hand,  away ; 
King  Lear  hath  lost,  he  and  his  daughter  ta'en  : 
Give  me  thy  hand,  come  on. 

Olo.  No  further,  Sir ;  a  man  may  rot  even  here. 

Edg.  What,  in  ill  thoughts  again  ?  Men  must  endure 
Their  going  hence,  even  as  their  coming  hither ; 
Ripeness  *  is  all :  Come  on. 

Olo.  And  that's  true  too.  [Ea-ev.nt. 

SCENE  III.— The  British  Camp  near  Borer. 

Enter  in  Conquest,  tcith  Drum  and  Colours,  Edmund  ;  LeaR  and 
Cordelia,  as  Prisoners;   Officers,  Soldiers,  c\'c. 

Edm.  Some  officers  take  them  away :  good  guard ; 
Until  their  greater  pleasures  tirst  be  known. 
That  are  to  censure  t  them. 

Cor.  We  are  not  the  first. 
Who,  with  best  meaning,  have  incurr'd  the  worst. 
For  thee,  oppressed  king,  am  I  cast  down ; 
Myself  could  else  out-frown  false  fortune's  frown. — 
Shall  we  not  see  these  daughters,  and  these  sisters  ? 

Lear.  No,  no,  no,  no !  Come  let's  away  to  prison : 
We  two  alone  will  sing  like  birds  i'  the  cage : 
'^^^len  thou  dost  ask  my  blessing,  I'll  kneel  down, 
And  ask  of  thee  forgiveness  :  So  we'll  live. 
And  pray,  and  sing,  and  t€ll  old  tales  and  laugh 
At  gilded  butterflies,  and  hear  poor  rogues 
Talk  of  court  news ;  and  we'll  talk  with  them  too, — • 
Who  loses,  and  who  wins ;  Avho's  in,  who's  out ; — 
And  take  upon  us  the  mystery  of  things, 
As  if  we  were  God's  spies :  And  we'll  wear  out. 
In  a  wall'd  prison,  packs  and  sects  of  great  ones. 
That  ebb  and  flow  l3y  the  moon. 

Edm.  Take  them  away. 

Eear.  Upon  such  sacrifices,  my  Cordelia, 
The  gods  themselves  throw  incense.    Have  I  caught  thee  ? 
He,  that  parts  us,  shall  bring  a  brand  from  heaven. 
And  fire  us  hence,  like  foxes.    Wipe  thine  eyes ; 
The  goujeers  X  shall  devour  them,  flesh  and  fell,  § 

*  To  be  prepared.  t  Judge  them, 

t  The  French  disease.  6  Skin. 
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Ei'e  they  shall  make  us  weep  :  we'll  see  them  starve  first. 
Come.  [E.reu/d  Lear  and  COBDELIA,  guarded. 

Edm.  Come  hither,  captain ;  hark. 
Take  thou  this  note  [  Giving  a  paper^ :  f:o,  follow  them  to  prison  : 
One  step  I  have  advanced  thee :  if  thou  dost 
As  this  instructs  thee,  thou  dost  make  tliy  way 
To  noble  fortunes:  Know  tliou  this,— that  men 
Are  as  the  time  is  :  to  be  tender-minded 
Does  not  become  a  sword : — Thy  great  employment 
Will  not  bear  question ;  *  either  say,  thou'lt  do't, 
Or  thrive  by  other  means. 

Off.  I'll  do't,  my  lord. 

Edm.  About  it ;  and  Avrite  happy,  when  thou  ha^t  done, 
ilark, — I  say,  instantly ;  and  carry  it  so. 
As  I  have  set  it  down.  • 

Off.  I  cannot  draw  a  cart,  nor  eat  dried  oats ; 
If  it  be  man's  work,  I  will  do  it.  [Exit  Officek. 

Flourish.  Enter  ALBANY,  GONEEIL,  EegaN,  Officers,  and 
Attendants. 

Alb.  Sir,  you  have  shown  to-day  your  valiant  strain, 
And  fortune  led  you  well :  You  have  the  captives 
"WTio  were  the  opposites  of  this  day's  strife : 
We  do  require  them  of  you ;  so  to  use  them, 
As  we  shall  find  their  merits  and  our  safety 
May  equally  determine. 

Edm.  Sir,  I  thought  it  fit 
To  send  the  old  and  miserable  king 
To  some  retention,  and  appointed  guard ; 
Whose  age  has  charms  in  it,  whose  title  more. 
To  pluck  the  common  bosom  on  liis  side, 
And  turn  our  impress'd  lances  in  our  eyes 
Which  do  command  them.    With  him  I  sent  the  queen ; 
My  reason  all  the  same ;  and  they  are  ready 
To-morrow,  or  at  further  space,  to  appear 
Where  you  shall  hold  your  session.  '  At  this  time, 
We  sweat  and  bleed :  the  friend  hath  lost  his  friend ; 
And  the  best  quarrels,  in  the  heat,  are  cursed 
By  those  that  feel  their  sharpness  :— 
The  question  of  Cordelia,  and  her  father, 
Requires  a  fitter  place. 

Alb.  Sir,  by  your  patience, 
I  hold  you  but  a  subject  of  this  war, 
Not  as  a  brother. 

Heg.  That's  as  we  list  to  grace  him. 
^Methinks,  our  pleasure  might  have  been  demanded. 
Ere  you  had  sjwke  so  far.    He  led  our  powers ; 
Bore  the  commission  of  my  place  and  person ; 
The  which  immediacy  t  may  well  stand  up. 
And  call  itself  your  brother. 

Gon.  !Not  so  hot : 

•  Debate.  t  Immediately  delegrated  authority 
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In  liis  own  grace  he  doth  exalt  himself, 
More  than  in  your  advancement. 

Reg.  In  my  rights, 
By  me  invested,  he  compeers  the  hest. 

Gon.  That  were  the  most,  if  he  should  husband  you. 

Beg.  Jesters  do  oft  prove  prophets. 

Gon.  Holloa,  holloa ! 
That  eye,  that  told  you  so,  look'd  but  a  squint. 

Reg.  Lady,  I  am  not  well ;  else  I  should  answer 
Prom  a  full-flowing  stomach. — General, 
Take  thou  my  soldiers,  prisoners,  patrimony ; 
Dispose  of  them,  of  me ;  the  walls  are  thine : 
Witness  the  world,  that  I  create  thee  here 
My  lord  and  master. 

Gon.  ]\Ieah  you  to  enjoy  him  ? 

Alb.  The  let-alone  *  lies  not  in  your  good  will. 

Edm.  Nor  in  thine,  lord. 

Alb.  Half-blooded  fellow,  yes. 

Reg.  Let  the  drum  strike,  and  prove  my  title  thine. 

[To  Edmund. 

Alh.  Stay  yet ;  hear  reason : — Edmund,  I  arrest  thee 
On  capital  treason ;  and,  in  thy  arrest. 
This  gilded  serpent  IFointing  to  GoN.]  : — for  your  claim,  fair 

sister, 
I  bar  it  in  the  interest  of  my  wife ; 
'Tis  she  is  sub-contracted  to  this  lord. 
And  I,  her  husband,  contradict  your  banns. 
If  you  will  marry,  make  your  love  to  me, 
My  lady  is  bespoke. 

Gon.  An  interlude ! 

Alb.  Thou  art  arm'd,  Gloster : — Let  the  trumpet  sound : 
If  none  appear  to  prove  upon  tny  person. 
Thy  heinous,  manifest,  and  many  treasons. 
There  is  my  pledge  [Throwing  down  a  glove']  ;  I'll  prove  it  on  thy 

heart, 
Ere  I  taste  bread,  thou  art  in  nothing  less 
Than  I  have  here  proclaim'd  thee. 

Reg.  Sick,  O,  sick  ! 

©o«.  If  not,  I'll  ne'er  trust  poison.  _     [_Aside. 

JEdm.  There's  my  exchange  [Tkrotving dozen  a  glove']  :  what  in 
the  world  he  is 
That  names  me  traitor,  villain-like  he  lies : 
Call  by  thy  trumpet :  he  that  dares  approach, 
On  him,  on  you,  (who  not  ?)  I  will  maintain 
My  truth  and  honour  firmlv. 

Alb.  A  herald,  ho ! 

J^d7n.  A  herald,  ho,  a  herald ! 

Alb.  Trust  to  thy  single  virtue  ;t  for  thy  soldiers, 
All  levied  in  my  name,  have  in  my  name 
Took  their  discharge. 

Reg.  This  sickness  grows  upon  me. 

*  The  hinderance.  f  J-  «■  valoiir. 
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I^nter  a  HERALD. 

Alh.  She  is  not  well ;  convey  her  to  my  tent, 

{Exit  Regax,  led. 
Come  hither,  herald, — Let  the  trumpet  sound, — 
And  read  out  this. 

Off.  Sound,  trumpet.  \_A  irumpet  sounds. 

Heeald  reads. 

If  any  man  of  qiialit)/,  or  degree,  icithin  the  lists  of  the  armt/, 

will  maintain  upon  Edmund,  supposed  earl  of  Qloster,  that  he 

is  a  manifold  traitor,  let  him  appear  at  the  third  sound  of  the 

trumpet :  He  is  hold  in  his  defence. 

Edm.  Sound.  [1  Trumpet. 

Her.  Again.  [2  Trumpet. 

Her.  Again.  [3  Trumpet. 

[^Trumpet  answers  icithin. 

Enter  Edgar,  armed,  preceded  hy  a  Trumpet. 

Alb.  Ask  him  his  purposes,  ^vhy  he  appears 
Upon  this  call  o'  the  trumpet. 

Her.  What  are  you  ? 
Your  name,  your  quality  ?  and  why  you  answer 
TJiis  present  summons  ? 

Edg.  Know,  my  name  is  lost ; 
By  treason's  tooth  bare-gnawn,  and  canker-bit : 
Yet  am  I  noble,  as  the  adversary 
I  come  to  cope  withal. 

Alb.  Which  is  that  adversary  ? 

Edg.  "What's  he,  that  speaks  for  Edmund,  earl  of  Gloster  ? 

Edm.  Himself; — What  say'st  thou  to  him? 

Edg.  Draw  thy  sword ; 
That,  if  my  speech  oflend  a  noble  heart, 
Thy  arm  may  do  thee  justice :  here  is  mine. 
Behold,  it  is  the  privilege  of  mine  honours. 
My  oath  and  my  profession :  * — 1  protest, — 
Maugre  thy  strength,  youth,  place,  and  eminence. 
Despite  thy  victor  sword,  and  fire-new  fortune. 
Thy  valour,  and  thy  heart, — thou  art  a  traitor : 
False  to  thy  gods,  thy  brother,  and  thy  father  ; 
Conspirant  'gainst  this  high  illustrious  prince ; 
And,  from  the  cxtremost  upward  of  thy  head, 
To  the  descent  and  dust  beneath  thy  feet, 
A  most  toad-spotted  traitor.    Say  thou.  No, 
This  sword,  this  arm,  and  my  best  spirits,  are  bent 
To  prove  upon  thy  heart,  ^vhereto  1  speak. 
Thou  liest. 

Edm.  In  wisdom  I  should  ask  thy  name  ;t 
But,  since  thy  outside  looks  so  fair  and  warlike. 
And  that  thy  tongue  some  'say  J  of  breeding  breathes, 
What  safe  and  nicely  I  might  well  delay 
By  rule  of  knighthood,  I  disdain  and  spurn : 

*  As  a  knight. 

t  Because,  if  his  adversarj'  was  not  of  equal  rank,  Edmund  might  have 
declined  t!ie  combat.  t  Sample. 
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Back  do  I  toss  these  treasons  to  thy  head ; 
"With  the  hell-hated  lie  o'erwhelm  thy  heart ; 
"Which  (for  they  yet  glance  by,  and  scarcely  bruise), 
This  sword  of  mine  shall  give  them  instant  way, 
Where  they  shall  rest  for  ever. — Trumpets,  speak. 

\ Alarums.— They  fight.— 'EDMUiiT)  falls. 

Alb.  O  save  him,  save  him  ! 

Gon.  This  is  mere  practice,*  Gloster  : 
By  the  law  of  arms,  thou  wast  not  bound  to  answer 
An  unknown  opposite  ;  thou  art  not  vanquish' d. 
But  cozen'd  and  beguiled. 

Alb.  Shut  your  mouth,  dame^ 
Or  with  this  paper  shall  I  stop  it : — Hold,  Sir : — • 
Thou  worse  than  any  name,  read  thine  own  evil : — 
Ko  tearing  lady ;  1  perceive,  you  know  it. 

[  Gives  the  leiier  to  EdmunD. 

Gon.  Say,  if  I  do ;  the  laws  are  mine,  not  thine : 
Who  shall  arraign  me  for't  ? 

Alb.  Most  monstrous ! 
Know'st  thou  this  paper  ? 

Gon.  Ask  me  not  what  I  know.  lExit  GONERIL. 

Alb.  Go  after  her :  she's  desperate ;  govern  her. 

ITo  an  Officeb,  ivho  goes  out. 

lEdm.  What  you  have  charged  me  with,  that  have  I  done ; 
And  more,  much  more :  the  time  will  bring  it  out ; 
"Tis  past,  and  so  am  I :  But  what  art  thou, 
That  hast  this  fortune  on  me  ?  If-  thou  art  noble, 
I  do  forgive  thee. 

ISdg.  Let's  exchange  charity. 
I  am  no  less  in  blood  than  thou  art,  Edmund ; 
If  more,  the  more  thou  hast  wrong'd  me. 
My  name  is  Edgar,  and  thy  father's  son. 
The  gods  are  just,  and  of  our  pleasant  vices 
Make  instruments  to  scourge  us  : 
The  dark  and  vicious  place  where  thee  he  got. 
Cost  him  his  eyes. 

JEdm.  Thou  hast  spoken  right,  'tis  true ; 
The  wheel  is  come  full  circle ;  I  am  here. 

Alb.  Methought,  thy  very  gait  did  prophesy 
A  royal  nobleness : — I  must  embrace  thee : 
Let  sorrow  split  my  heart,  if  ever  I 
Did  hate  thee,  or  thy  father  ! 

Udg.  Worthy  prince, 
I  know  it  well. 

Alb.  Where  have  you  hid  yourself? 
How  have  you  known  the  miseries  of  your  father  ? 

JSdg.  By  nursing  them,  my  lord. — List  a  brief  tale  ;— 
And,  when  'tis  told,  O,  that  my  heart  would  burst ! — 
The  bloody  proclamation  to  escape. 
That  follow'd  me  so  near,  (0  our  lives'  sweetness ! 
That  with  the  pain  of  death  we'd  hourly  die, 
Bather  than  die  at  once  !)  taught  me  to  shift 
*  stratagem. 
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Into  a  madman's  rags ;  to  assume  a  semblance 
That  very  dogs  disdain'd  :  and  in  this  habit 
Met  I  mj'  father  with  his  bleeding  rings, 
Their  precious  stones  new  lost ;  because  his  guide. 
Led  him,  begg'd  for  him,  saved  him  froni  despair ; 
Never  (O  fault !)  reveal'd  myself  unto  him. 
Until  some  half-hour  past,  when  I  was  arm'd, 
Not  sure,  though  hoping,  of  this  good  success, 
I  ask'd  his  blessing,  and  from  first  to  last 
Told  him  my  pilgrimage :  But  his  flaw'd  heart, 
(Alack,  too  weak  the  conflict  to  support !) 
'Twixt  two  extremes  of  passion,  joy  and  grief. 
Burst  smilingly. 

ISdm.  Tliis  speech  of  yours  hath  moved  me. 
And  shall,  perchance,  do  good :  but  speak  you  ou ; 
You  look  as  you  had  something  more  to  say. 

Alh.  If  there  be  more,  more  woeful,  hold  it  iu  ; 
For  I  am  almost  ready  to  dissolve, 
Hearing  of  this. 

Edg.  This  would  have  seem'd  a  period 
To  such  as  love  not  sorrow  ;  but  another. 
To  amplify  too  much,  would  make  much  more, 
And  top  extremity.  *     ' 

"Whilst  I  was  big  in  clamour,  came  there  a  man, 
"Who  having  seen  me  in  my  worst  estate, 
Shunn'd  my  abhorr'd  society ;  but  then,  finding 
"Who  'twas  that  so  endured,  with  his  strong  arms 
He  fasten'd  on  my  neck,  and  bellow'd  out 
As  he'd  burst  heaven  ;  threw  him  on  my  father ; 
Told  the  most  piteous  tale  of  Lear  and  him. 
That  ever  ear  received ;  which  in  recounting 
His  grief  grew  puissant,  and  the  strings  of  life 
Began  to  crack :  Twice  then  the  trumpet  sounded. 
And  there  I  left  him  tranced. 

Alh.  But  who  was  this  ? 

Edg.  Kent,  Sir,  the  bani.sh'd  Kent ;  who  in  disguise 
Follow'd  his  enemy  king,  and  did  him  service 
Improper  for  a  slave. 

Enter  a  GENTLEMAN  hastihj,  tvith  a  hlood'j  knife. 

Gent.  Help  !  help  !  O  help  ! 

Edg.  "What  kind  of  help? 

Alb.  Speak,  man. 

^dg.  AVhat  means  that  bloody  knife  ? 

Gent.  'Tis  hot,  it  smokes ; 
ft  came  even  from  the  heart  of — 

Alb.  "Who,  man  ?  speak. 

Oent.  Your  lady.  Sir,  your  lady :  and  her  sister 
By  her  is  poison'd ;  she  confesses  it. 

Edm.  I  was  contracted  to  them  both ;  all  three 
Now  marry  in  an  instant. 

Alb.  Produce  their  bodies,  be  they  alive  or  dead  !— 
*  I.  e.  pile  Ossa  on  Pelion. 
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This  judgment  of  the  heavens,  that  makes  us  tremble, 
Touciies  us  not  with  pity.  IJSxit  Gentleman. 

JEnter  Kent. 

JEdg.  Here  comes  Kent,  Sir. 

Alb.  O  !  it  is  he. 
The  lime  ^^ill  not  allow  the  compUment, 
Which  very  manners  urges. 

Kent.  I  am  come 
To  bid  my  king  and  master  aye  good  night ; 
Is  he  not  here  ? 

Alb.  Great  thing  of  us  forgot ! — 
Speak,  Edmund,  where's  the  king  ?  and  where's  CordeUa  ? — 
See'st  thou  this  object,  Kent  ? 

[The  bodies  o/GoNEElL  and  Eegan  are  brought  in, 

Kent.  Alack,  why  thus  ? 

Ji^dm.  Yet  Edmund  was  beloved : 
The  one  the  other  poison'd  for  my  sake, 
And  after  slew  herself. 

Alb.  Even  so. — Cover  their  faces. 

Kd^n.  I  pant  for  life : — Some  good  I  mean  to  do. 
Despite  of  mine  own  nature.    Quickly  send, — 
Be  brief  in  it, — to  the  castle ;  for  my  writ 
Is  on  the  life  of  Lear,  and  on  Cordelia : — 
Nay,  send  in  time. 

Alb.  Eun,  run,  O,  run — 

JSdg.  To  who,  my  lord  ? — "Who  has  the  office  ?  send 
Thy  token  of  reprieve. 

Kdni.  Well  thought  on ;  take  my  sword, 
Give  it  the  captain. 

Alb.  Haste  thee,  for  thy  life.  [IJxit  Edgae. 

Kdm.  He  hath  commission  from  thy  wife  and  me 
To  hang  Cordelia  in  the  prison,  and 
To  lay  the  blame  upon  her  own  despair, 
That  she  fordid*  herself. 

Alb.  The  gods  defend  her !    Bear  him  hence  awhile. 

[Edmuxd  2.S  borne  off. 

Enter  LeaB,  tvUh  Coedelia   dead  in  his  arms;  Edgae, 
Officee,  and  others. 

Lear.  Howl,  howl,  howl,  howl ! — O,  you  ai'e  men  of  stones ; 
Had  I  your  tongues  and  eyes,  I'd  use  them  so 
That  heaven's  vault  should  crack : — O,  she  is  gone  for  ever ! — 
I  know  ^vhen  one  is  dead,  and  when  one  lives ; 
She's  dead  as  earth : — Lend  me  a  looking-glass ; 
If  that  her  breath  will  mist  or  stain  the  stone, 
Whj",  then  she  lives. 

Kent.  Is  this  the  promised  end  rf 

JSdg.  Or  image  of  that  horror  ? 

Alb.  Fall,  and  cease  !  J 

Zear.  This  feather  stirs ;  she  lives  !  if  it  be  so, 

*  Destroyed.  +  Of  the  world. 

I  Die ;  Albany  speaks  to  Lear. 
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It  is  a  chance  that  does  redeem  all  sorrows 
That  ever  I  have  felt. 

Kent.  O  my  good  master  !  {^Kneeling. 

Lear.  Pr'ythee,  away. 

Edg.  'Tis  noble  Kent,  your  friend. 

Lear.  A  plague  upon  you,  murderers,  traitors,  all ! 
I  might  have  saved  her  ;  now  she's  gone  for  ever  I — 
Cordelia,  Cordelia,  stay  a  little.    Ha ! 
What  is't  thou  say'st  P — Her  voice  was  ever  soft, 
Gentle,  and  low ;  an  excellent  thing  in  woman  :— 
I  kill'd  the  slave  that  was  a  hanging  thee. 

Ojf.  'Tis  true,  my  lords,  he  did. 

Lear.  Did  I  not,  fellow  ? 
I  have  seen  the  day,  with  vnj  good  biting  faulchion, 
I  would  have  made  them  skip :  I  am  old  now. 
And  these  same  crosses  spoil  me. — Who  are  you  ? 
Mine  eyes  are  none  o'  the  best : — I'll  tell  you  straight. 

Kent.  If  fortune  brag  of  two  she  loved  and  hated, 
One  of  them  we  behold. 

I^ear.  This  is  a  dull  sight :  Are  you  not  Kent  ? 

Kent.  The  same ; 
Your  servant  Kent :  Where  is  your  servant  Caius  ? 

Lear.  He's  a  good  fellow,  I  can  tell  you  that ; 
He'll  strike,  and  quickly  too : — He's  dead  and  rotten. 

Kent.  No,  my  good  lord ;  I  am  the  very  man ; — 

Lear.  I'll  see  that  straight. 

Kent.  That,  from  your  first  of  difference  and  decay, 
Have  follow'd  your  sad  steps. 

Lear.  You  are  welcome  hither. 

Kent.  Nor  no  man  else  ;  all's  cheerless,  dark,  and  deadly. — 
Your  eldest  daughters  have  fore-doom'd  themselves. 
And  desperately  are  dead. 

Lear.  Ay,  so  I  think. 

Alb.  He  knows  not  what  he  says  ;  and  vain  it  is 
That  we  present  us  to  him. 

Kdg.  Very  bootless.* 

Kilter  an  OFFICER. 

Off.  Edmund  is  dead,  my  iora. 

Alb.  That's  but  a  trifle  here. — 
You  lords,  and  noble  friends,  know  our  intent 
What  comfort  to  this  great  decay  t  may  come, 
Shall  be  npplied :  For  us,  we  will  resign, 
During  the  life  of  this  old  majesty, 
To  him  our  absolute  power : — You,  to  your  rights ; 

[To  Edgar  and  Kent. 
With  bootjt  and  such  addition  §  as  your  honours 
Have  more  than  merited. — All  i'riends  shall  tas^tc 
The  wages  of  their  virtue,  and  all  foes 
The  cup  of  their  deservings. — O,  see,  see  ! 

Lear.  And  my  poor  fool||  is  hang'd  !    No,  no,  no  life : 

*  Useless.  t  /.  e.  Lear.  t  Increase.  k  Titles. 

U  Used  here  as  a  term  of  endearment. 
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"Why  should  a  dog,  a  horse,  a  rat,  have  Hfe, 

And  thou  no  breath  at  all  ?    O,  thou  wilt  come  no  more, 

!Never,  never,  never,  never,  never  I — 

Pray  you,  undo  this  button :  Thank  you,  Sir.— 

Do  you  see  this  ?    Look  on  her, — look, — hor  lips,^ 

Look  there,  look  there  ! —  [/Ze  J/es. 

lEdg.  He  faints ! — My  lord,  my  lord, — 

Kenf.  Break,  heart ;  I  pr'ythee,  br  jak  ! 

Jidg.  Look  up,  my  lord. 

Ketif.  Tex  not  his  ghost :  O,  let  him  pass  I  he  hntcs  him. 
That  would  upon  the  rack  of  this  rough  world 
Stretch  him  out  longer. 

jFrf-/.  O,  he  is  gone,  indeed. 

Kent.  The  wonder  is,  he  hath  endured  so  long : 
He  but  usurp'd  his  life. 

Alb.  Eear  them  from  hence. — Our  present  business 
Is  general  woe.    Priends  of  my  soul,  you  tv,ain 

[  To  Kent  and  Edgab. 
Eule  in  this  realm,  and  the  gored  state  sustain. 

Kent.  I  have  a  journey.  Sir,  shortly  to  go ; 
My  ma-ster  calls,  and  I  must  not  say,  no. 

Alb.  The  weight  of  this  sad  time  we  must  obey  ; 
Speak  what  we  feel,  not  what  ^^•e  ought  to  say. 
The  oldest  hath  borne  most :  we,  that  are  young. 
Shall  never  see  so  much,  nor  live  so  long. 

\_Kxeunt,  v:iih  a  dead-  march. 
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PEESONS  REPRESENTED. 


ESCALUS,  Prince  of  Verona. 
PARIS,    a  poinig   Nobleman,   kins- 
man to  the  Prince. 

MONTAGUE,  /  "Z'^^ "^^""'  '"""v*,' 
/-iDT-ir-T  1  "'  variance  with 
CAfLLi-.!,        (^     each  other. 

An  OLD  MAX,   Vncle  to  Capulet. 
ROMEO,  Son  to  Montague. 
MERCUTIO,  Kinsman  to  thePrince, 

and  Friend  to  Romeo. 
BENVOLIO,  Xepheiv  to  Montague, 

and  Friend  to  Romeo. 
'n'BALT,  Nephew  to  Ladif  Capulet. 
FRIAR  LAWRENCE,  a  Francixran. 
FRIAR  JOHN,  of  the  same  Order. 
BALTHAZAR,  Servant  to  Romeo. 
SAMPSON,  1  „  ,    ,    r-        /  / 

rRECORY   j  Servants  to  Capulet. 

Scene,  duriniz  the  greater  part  of  the  Play,  in  Verona ;  once, 
in  the  Fifth  Act,  at  Mantiia. 


ABRAM,  Serrant  to  Montague. 

An  APOTHECARY. 

Three  MUSICIANS. 

CHORUS. 

BOY,   Page  to  Paris. 

PETER,  an  Officer. 

LADY  MONTAGUE,  Wife  to  :[:)n- 

tngne. 
LADY  CAPULET,  Wife  to  Capulet. 
JULIET,  Daughter  to  Capulet. 
NURSE  to  Juliet. 


Citizens  of  Verona:  several  Mkv 
and  WoMEV,  relations  to  both 
Houses  ;  Maskers,  Guards, 
Watchmkv,  and  Attexdaxts. 


PROLOGUE. 

Two  households,  both  alike  in  dignity, 

In  fair  Verona,  where  we  lay  our  scene. 
From  ancient  grudge  break  to  new  mutiny. 

Where  civil  blooi  makes  civil  hands  unclean. 
From  forth  the  fatal  loins  of  these  two  foes 

A  pair  of  star-cross'd  lovers  take  their  life ; 
AA'hose  misadventured  piteous  overthrows 

Do,  uith  their  death,  bury  their  parents'  strife. 
The  fearful  passage  of  their  death-mark'd  love, 

And  the  continuance  of  their  parents'  rage, 
"Which,  but  their  children's  end,  nought  could  remove, 

Is  now  the  two  hours'  traflic  of  our  stage ; 
The  which,  if  you  with  patient  ears  attend, 
"What  here  shall  miss,  our  toil  shall  strive  to  mend. 
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ACT  I. 

SCJENE  I— A  public  place. 

Enter  Sampson  and  Geegory,  armed  luiili  Sivords  and 
bucklers. 

Sain.  Gregory,  o'  my  word,  we'll  not  carry  coals  * 

Gre.  No,  for  then  we  should  be  colliers. 

Sa7n.  I  mean,  an  we  be  in  choler,  we'll  draw. 

Ore.  Ay,  while  you  live,  draw  your  neck  out  of  the  collar. 

Sam.  I  strike  quickly,  being  moved. 

Gre.  But  thou  art  not  quickly  moved  to  strike. 

Sam.  A  dog  of  the  house  of  Montague  moves  me. 

Gre.  To  move,  is — to  stir ;  and  to  be  valiant,  is — to  stand  to 
it :  therefore,  if  thou  art  moved,  thou  runn'st  away. 

Sam.  A  dog  of  that  house  shall  move  me  to  stand :  I  will  take 
the  wall  of  any  man  or  maid  of  Montague's. 

Gre.  That  shows  thee  a  weak  slave ;  for  the  weakest  goes  to 
the  wall. 

Sam.  True ;  and  therefore  women,  being  the  weaker  vessels, 
are  ever  thrust  to  the  wall : — therefore  I  will  push  Montague's 
men  from  the  wall,  and  thrust  his  maids  to  the  wall. 

Gre.  The  quarrel  is  between  our  masters,  and  us  their  men. 

Sam.  'Tis  all  one,  I  will  show  myself  a  tyrant :  when  I  have 
fought  \\ith  the  men,  I  will  be  cruel  with  the  maids  ;  I  will  cut 
off  their  heads. 

Gre.  The  heads  of  the  maids  ? 

Sam.  Ay,  the  heads  of  the  maids,  or  their  maidenheads ;  take 
it  in  what  sense  thou  wilt. 

Crre.  They  must  take  it  in  sense,  that  feel  it. 

Sam.  Me  they  shall  feel,  while  I  am  able  to  stand :  and,  'tis 
known,  I  am  a  pretty  piece  of  flesh. 

Gre.  'Tis  well,  thou  art  not  fish ;  if  thou  hadst,  thou  hadst 
been  poor  John.t  Draw  thy  tool;  here  comes  two  of  the  house 
of  the  Montagues. 

Sam.  My  naked  weapon  is  out ;  quarrel,  I  will  back  thee. 

Gre.  How  ?  turn  thy  back,  and  run  ? 

Sam.  Fear  me  not. 

Gre.  No,  marry :  I  fear  thee  ! 

Sa)n.  Let  us  take  the  law  of  our  sides ;  let  them  begin. 

Gre.  I  will  frown,  as  I  pass  by ;  and  let  them  take  it  as  thoy 
list. 

Sam.  Nay,  as  they  dare.  I  will  bite  my  thumb  at  them ;  which 
is  a  disgi-ace  to  them,  if  they  bear  it. 

JSnter  Abeam  and  Belthazae. 
Ahr.  Do  you  bite  your  thumb  at  us,  Sir  ? 
Sain.  I  do  bite  my  thumb.  Sir  ? 
Abr.  Do  you  bite  your  thumb  at  us.  Sir  ? 
Sam.  Is  the  law  on  our  side,  if  I  say — ay  ? 
Gre.  No. 

*  Put  up  -with  affronts.  f  Dried  hake 
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Sam.  No,  Sir,  I  do  not  bite  my  thumb  at  you,  Sir ;  but  I  bite 
my  thumb,  Sir. 

Gre.  Do  you  quarrel,  Sir  ? 

Ahr.  Quarrel,  Sir  ?  no.  Sir. 

Sam.  If  you  do,  Sir,  I  am  for  you ;  I  serve  as  good  a  man 
as  you. 

Ahr.  No  better. 

Sam.  Well,  Sir. 

Enter  Benvolio,  at  a  distance. 

Gre.  Say — better ;  here  comes  one  of  my  master's  kinsmen. 

Sam.  Yes,  better.  Sir. 

Ahr.  You  lie. 

Sajn.  Draw,  if  you  be  men. — Gregory,  remember  thy  swashins^ 
blow.  \_Theii  figld. 

Ben.  Part,  fools ;  put  up  your  swords ;  you  know  not  what  you 
do.  \_Beats  dozen  their  swords. 

Enter  TYBALT. 

Tyh.  "What,  art  thou  drawn  among  these  heartless  hinds  ? 
Turn  thee.  Eenvolio,  look  upon  thy  death. 

JBen.  I  do  but  keep  the  peace ;  put  up  thy  sword, 
Or  manage  it  to  part  these  men  with  me. 

Ti/b.  "\y  hat,  drawn,  and  talk  of  peace  ?    I  hate  the  word. 
As  i  hate  hell,  all  Montagues,  and  thee  : 
Have  at  thee,  coward.  \_Tlietj  Jight. 

Enter  several  Bartizans  of  both  Souses,  ivliojoin  the  Fray ;  then 
enter  CITIZENS,  with  Clubs. 
1  Git.  Clubpjt  bill?,  and  partizans !  strike  !  beat  them  down ! 
Down  with  the  Capulets !  down  with  the  Montagues  ! 

Enter  Capulet,  in  his  gown  ;  and  Lady  Capulet. 
Cap.  What  noise  is  this  ? — Give  me  my  long  sword,  ho  ! 
La.Cap.  A  crutch,  a  crutch  ! — Why  call  you  for  a  sword  ? 
Cap.  My  sword,  I  say  !— Old  Montague  is  come. 
And  flourishes  his  blade  in  spite  of  me. 

Enter  MoNTAGTJE,  and  Lady  Montague. 
Mon.  Thou  villain,  Capulet ! — Hold  me  not,  let  me  go. 
La.  Mon.  Thou  shalt  not  stir  one  foot  to  seek  a  foe. 

Enter  Peince,  with  Attendants. 
Brin.  Ecbellious  subjects,  enemies  to  peace, 
Profaners  of  this  neighbour-stained  steel, — 
Will  they  not  hear  ? — what  ho !  you  men,  you  beasts, — 
That  quench  the  fire  of  your  pernicious  rage 
With  purple  fountains  issuing  from  your  veins, 
On  pam  of  torture,  from  those  bloody  hands 
Threw  your  mistemper'dj  weapons  to  the  ground, 
And  hear  the  sentence  of  your  moved  prince. — 
Three  civil  brawls,  bred  of  an  airy  word, 
Dy  thee,  old  Capulet  and  Montague, 

♦  Slashing.  t  As  we  should  now  say,  police.  {  Angry. 
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Have  thrice  disturb'd  the  quiet  of  our  streets ; 
And  made  Verona's  ancient  citizens 
Cast  by  their  grave  beseeming  ornaments, 
To  wield  old  partizans,  in  hands  as  old, 
Canker'd  with  peace,  to  part  your  canker'd  hate : 
If  ever  you  disturb  our  streets  again. 
Your  lives  shall  pay  the  forfeit  of  the  peace. 
For  this  time,  all  the  rest  depart  away  : 
You,  Capulet,  shall  go  along  with  me ; 
And,  Montague,  come  you  this  afternoon, 
To  know  our  further  pleasure  in  this  case, 
To  old  Free-town,  our  common  judgment-place. 
Once  more,  on  pain  of  death,  all  men  depart. 

lllxeunt  Pbince,   and  Attendants;    CaPULET,  L.vdv 
Capulet,  Tybalt,  Citizens,  and  Sen-ants. 

Hon.  Who  set  this  ancient  quarrel  new  abroach  ? 
Speak,  nephew,  were  you  by  when  it  began  ? 

Hen.  Here  were  the  servants  of  your  adversary. 
And  yours,  close  fighting  ere  I  did  approach : 
I  drew  to  part  them ;  in  the  instant  came 
The  fiery  Tybalt,  with  his  sword  prepared ; 
"Which,  as  he  breath'd  defiance  to  ray  ears. 
He  swung  about  his  head,  and  cut  the  winds. 
Who,  nothing  hurt  withal,  hiss'd  him  in  scorn : 
While  we  were  interchanging  thrusts  and  blows, 
■Came  more  and  more,  and  fought  on  part  and  part. 
Till  the  prince  came,  who  parted  either  part. 

La.  Mon.  O,  where  is  Komeo  ? — saw  you  him  to-day  ? 
Eight  glad  I  am,  he  was  not  at  this  fray. 

£en.  Madam,  an  hour  before  the  worshipp'd  sun, 
Peer'd  forth  the  golden  window  of  the  east, 
A  troubled  mind  drave  me  to  walk  abroad ; 
Where, — underneath  the  grove  of  sycamore. 
That  westward  rooteth  from  the  city's  side, — 
So  early  walking  did  I  see  your  son  : 
Towards  him  I  made ;  but  he  was  'ware  of  me. 
And  stole  into  the  covert  of  the  wood  : 
I,  measuring  his  affections  by  my  own, — 
That  most  are  busied  when  they  are  most  alone, — 
Pursued  my  humour,  not  pursuing  his. 
And  gladly  shunn'd  who  gladly  fled  from  me. 

Mon.  Many  a  morning  hath  he  there  been  seen. 
With  tears  augmenting  the  fresh  morning's  dew, 
Adding  to  clouds  more  clouds  with  his  deep  sighs : 
But  all  so  soon  as  the  all-cheering  sun 
Should  in  the  furthest  east  begin  to  draw 
The  shady  curtains  from  Aurora's  bed, 
Away  from  light  steals  home  my  heavy  son, 
And  private  in  his  chamber  pens  himself; 
Shuts  up  his  windows,  locks  fair  daylight  out. 
And  makes  himself  an  artificial  night : 
Black  and  portentous  must  this  humour  prove. 
Unless  good  counsel  may  the  cause  remove. 
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Ben.  My  noble  uncle,  do  you  know  the  cause  ? 

Mon.  I  neither  know  it,  nor  can  learn  of  him. 

Ben.  Have  you  importuned  him  by  any  means  ? 

Mon.  Both  by  myself,  and  many  other  friends : 
But  hOj  his  own  affections'  counsellor. 
Is  to  himself — I  will  not  say,  how  true — 
But  to  himself  so  secret  and  so  close, 
So  far  from  sounding  and  discovery, 
As  is  the  bud  bit  with  an  envious  worm. 
Ere  he  can  spread  his  sweet  leaves  to  the  air, 
Or  dedicate  his  beauty  to  the  sun. 
Could  we  but  learn  from  whence  his  sorrows  grow, 
'We  would  as  willingly  give  cure,  as  know. 

Enter  EoMEO,  at  a  distance. 

Ben.  See,  where  he  comes :  So  please  you,  step  aside ; 
I'll  know  his  grievance,  or  be  much  denied. 

Mon.  I  would,  thou  wert  so  happy  by  thy  stay. 
To  hear  true  shrift, — Come,  madam,  let's  away. 

[Exeunt  MONTAGUE,  and  Ladt. 

Ben.  Good  morrow,  cousin. 

Bom.  Is  the  day  so  young  ? 

Ben.  But  new  struck  nine. 

Bom.  Ah  me !  sad  hours  seem  long. 
Was  that  my  father  that  went  hence  so  fast  ? 

Ben.  It  wa-s : — What  sadness  lengthens  Romeo's  hours  ? 

Bom.  Not  having  that,  which  having,  makes  them  short. 

Ben.  In  love  ? 

Bom.  Out — 

Ben.  Of  love? 

Bom.  Out  of  her  favour,  where  I  am  in  love. 

Ben.  Alas,  that  love,  so  gentle  in  his  view, 
Should  be  so  tyrannous  and  rough  in  proof! 

Bom.  Alas,  that  love,  whose  view  is  muffled  still. 
Should,  Avithout  eyes,  see  pathways  to  his  will ! 
Where  shall  we  dine  ? — O  me  ! — ^NVhat  fray  was  here  ? 
Yet  tell  me  not,  for  I  have  heard  it  all. 
Here's  much  to  do  with  hate,  but  more  with  love  : — 
Why,  then,  O  brawling  love  !    O  loving  hate ! 
O  anything,  of  nothing  first  create  ! 
O  heavy  lightness !  serious  vanity  ! 
Jlis-shapen  chaos  of  well-seeming  forms  I 
Feather  of  lead,  bright  smoke,  cold  fire,  sick  health  I 
Still-waking  sleep,  that  is  not  what  it  is  ! — 
This  love  feel  I,  that  feel  no  love  in  this. 
Dost  thou  not  laugh  ? 

Ben.  No,  coz,  I  rather  weep. 

Bo7n.  Grood  heart,  at  what  ? 

Ben.  At  thy  good  heart's  oppression. 

Bom.  Why,  such  is  love's  transgression. — 
Griefs  of  mine  own  lie  heavy  in  my  breast ; 
Which  thou  wilt  propagate,  to  have  it  press'd 
With  more  of  thine :  tliis  love,  that  thou  hast  sho^vn, 

VOL.  IV.  z 
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Doth  add  more  grief  to  too  much  of  mine  own. 

Love  is  a  smoke  raised  with  the  fume  of  sighs ; 

Being  purged,  a  fire  sparkUng  in  a  lover's  eyes  ; 

Being  vex'd,  a  sea  nourished  with  lovers'  tears  : 

What  is  it  else  ?  a  madness  most  discreet, 

A  choking  gall,  and  a  persevering  sweet. 

Farewell,  my  coz.  \_Ooing. 

Ben.  Soft^  I  will  go  along; 
And  if  you  leave  me  so,  you  do  me  wrong. 

Bom.  Tut,  I  have  lost  myself;  I  am  not  here  ; 
This  is  not  Eomeo,  he's  some  other  where. 

Ben.  Tell  me  in  sadness,*  who  she  is  you  love. 

Bom.  What,  shall  I  groan,  and  tell  thee  ? 

Ben.  Groan  ?  why,  no ; 
But  sadly  tell  me,  who. 

Bom.  Bid  a  sick  man  in  sadness  make  liis  will : — 
Ah,  word  ill  iu"ged  to  one  that  is  so  ill ! — 
In  sadness,  cousin,  I  do  love  a  woman. 

Ben.  I  aim'd  so  near,  when  I  supposed  you  loved. 

Bom.  A  right  good  marksman  ! — And  she's  fair  I  love. 

Ben.  A  right  fair  mark,  fair  coz,  is  soonest  hit. 

Bom.  Well,  in  that  hit,  you  miss :  she'll  not  be  hit 
With  Cupid's  arrow,  she  hath  Dian's  wit ; 
And,  in  strong  proof  of  chastity  well  arm'd. 
From  love's  weak  childish  bow  she  lives  unnarm'd. 
She  will  not  stay  the  siege  of  loving  terms. 
Nor  bide  th'  encounter  of  assailing  eye?. 
Nor  ope  her  lap  to  saint-seducing  gold : 
O,  she  is  rich  in  beauty  ;  only  poor. 
That,  when  she  dies,  with  beauty  dies  her  store. 

Ben.  Then  she  hath  sworn,  that  she  will  stUl  live  cliaste  ? 

Bom.  She  hath,  and  in  that  sparing  makes  huge  waste  ; 
For  beauty,  starved  with  her  severity, 
Cuts  beauty  off  from  all  posterity, 
She  is  too  fair,  too  wise  ;  wisely  too  fair, 
To  merit  bliss  t  by  making  me  despair : 
She  hath  forsworn  to  love ;  and,  in  that  vow. 
Do  I  live  dead,  that  live  to  tell  it  now. 

Ben.  Be  ruled  by  me,  forget  to  think  of  her. 

Bom.  O,  teach  me  how  I  should  forget  to  think. 

Ben.  By  giving  liberty  unto  thine  eyes  ; 
Examine  other  beauties. 

Bom.  'Tis  the  way 
To  call  hers,  exquisite,  in  question  more : 
These  happy  masks,  that  kiss  fair  ladies'  brows, 
Being  black,  put  us  in  mind  they  hide  the  fair. 
He,  that  is  strucken  blind,  cannot  forget 
The  precious  treasure  of  his  eyesight  lost : 
Show  me  a  mistress  that  is  passing  fair. 
What  doth  her  beauty  serve,  but  as  a  note 

*  In  seriousness. 

t  Heavenly  bliss,  the  reward  of  earthly  chastity. 
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■WTiere  I  may  read,  who  pass'd  that  passing  fair  ? 
Farewell ;  thou  canst  not  teach  me  to  forget. 
£en.  ril  pay  that  doctrine,  or  else  die  in  debt.  lExeunt 

SCENE  II.— A  Street. 
Enter  Capulet,  Paeis,  and  SEBViNT. 

Cap.  And  Montague  is  bound  as  well  as  I, 
In  penalty  alike  :  and  'tis  not  hard,  I  think. 
For  men  so  old  as  we  to  keep  the  peace. 

Par.  Of  honourable  reckoning  are  you  both; 
And  pity  'tis,  you  lived  at  odds  so  long. 
But  now,  my  lord,  what  say  you  to  my  suit  ? 

Cap.  But  saying  o'er  what  I  have  said  before  : 
My  child  is  yet  a  stranger  in  the  world, 
She  hath  not  seen  the  change  of  fourteen  years ; 
Let  two  more  summers  wither  in  their  pride. 
Ere  we  may  think  her  ripe  to  be  a  bride. 

Par.  Younger  than  she  are  happy  mothers  made. 

Cap.  And  too  soon  marr'd  are  those  so  early  made. 
The  earth  hath  swallow'd  all  my  hopes  but  she. 
She  is  the  hopeful  lady  of  my  earth  : 
But  woo  her,  gentle  Paris,  get  her  heart, 
My  will  to  her  consent  is  out  a  part ; 
An  she  agree,  within  her  scope  of  choice 
Lies  my  consent  and  fair  according  voice. 
This  night  I  hold  an  old  accustom  d  feast, 
Whereto  I  have  invited  many  a  guest. 
Such  as  I  love ;  and  you,  among  the  store. 
One  more,  most  welcome,  makes  my  number  more. 
At  my  poor  house,  look  to  behold  this  night 
Earth-treading  stars  that  make  dark  heaven  hght : 
Such  comfort,  as  do  lusty  joung  men  feel 
"When  well-apparell'd  April  on  the  heel 
Of  limping  winter  treads,  even  such  deUght 
Among  fresh  female  buds  shall  you  this  night 
Inherit*  at  my  house;  hear  all,  all  see, 
And  hke  her  most,  whose  merit  most  shall  be  : 
Such,  amongst  view  of  many,  mine,  being  one, 
May  stand  in  number,  though  in  reckoningf  none. 
Come,  go  with  me ; — Go,  Sirrah,  trudge  about 
Through  fair  Verona :  find  those  persons  out. 
Whose  names  are  %vritten  there  [  Gives  a  paper'],  and  to  them  say, 
My  house  and  welcome  on  their  pleasure  stay. 

{Exeunt  Capulet  and  PaHIS. 

Sen:  Find  them  out,  whose  names  are  wTitten  here  ?  It  i.- 
^^Titten — that  the  shoemaker  should  meddle  with  his  yard,  and 
the  tailor  with  his  last,  the  fisher  with  his  pencil,  and  the  painter 
with  his  nets ;  but  I  am  sent  to  find  those  persons,  whose  names 
are  here  writ,  and  can  never  find  what  names  the  ^vriting  person 
hath  here  writ.    I  must  to  the  learned : — In  good  time. 

*  Possess.  t  Estimation. 

Z  2 
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Enter  Benvolio  and  EOMEO. 

Ben.  Tut,  man  !  one  fire  burns  out  another's  burning. 

One  pain  is  lessen'd  by  another's  anguish ; 
Turn  giddy,  and  be  holp  by  backward  turning ; 

One  desperate  grief  cures  with  another's  languish : 
Take  thou  some  new  infection  to  thy  ej'e. 
And  the  rank  poison  of  th'  old  will  die. 

Rom.  Your  plantain  leaf  is  excellent  for  that. 

£en.  For  what,  I  pray  thee  ? 

Rom.  For  your  broken  shin. 

Ben.  Why,  Eomeo,  art  thou  mad  ? 

Rom.  Not  mad,  but  bound  more  than  a  madman  is : 
Shut  up  in  prison,  kept  without  my  food, 
Whipp'd,  and  tormented,  and — Good-e'en,  good  fellow. 

Serv.  God  gi'  good  e'en. — I  pray.  Sir,  can  you  read  ? 

Rom.  Ay,  mine  own  fortune  in  my  misery. 

Serv.  Perhaps  you  have  learn'd  it  without  book  : 
But  I  pray,  can  you  read  anything  you  see  ? 

Rom.  Ay,  if  I  know  the  letters,  and  the  language. 

Serv.  Ye  say  honestly ;  Best  you  merry  ! 

Rom.  Stay,  fellow ;  I  can  read.  \  Reads. 

Signlor  Martino,  and  his  tvife,  a>id  daughters ;  Countij  Anselme, 
and  his  heauteous  sisters;  The  lady  icidow  of  Vitriivio ;  Signior 
Placentio,  and  his  lovely  nieces ;  Mercutio,  and  his  brother  Va- 
lentine ;  Mine  vncle  Capulet,  his  wife,  and  daughters;  M>/ fair 
niece  Rosaline  ;  Livia ;  Signior  Valentio,  and  his  cousin  Tybalt ; 
Lucio,  and  the  lively  Helena. 
A  fair  assembly  [  Crives  back  the  note'] ;  Whither  should  they  come? 

Serv.  Up. 

Rom.  Whither? 

Serv.  To  supper  ;  to  our  house. 

Rom.  Who's  house  ? 

Serv.  My  master's. 

Rom.  Indeed,  I  should  have  ask'd  you  that  before. 

Serv.  Xow  I'll  tell  you  without  asking :  My  master  is  the 
?reat  rich  Capulet ;  and  if  you  be  not  of  the  house  of  Montagues, 
[  pray,  come  and  crush  a  cup  of  wine.*   Rest  you  merry !  [Exit. 

Ben.  At  this  same  ancient  feast  of  Capulet's 
Sups  the  fair  Rosaline,  whom  thou  so  lov'st ; 
With  all  the  admired  beauties  of  Verona : 
Go  thither ;  and,  with  unattainted  eye, 
Compare  her  face  with  some  that  I  shall  show, 
.'\jid  I  will  make  thee  think  thy  swan  a  crow. 

Rom.  When  the  devout  religion  of  mine  eye 

Maintains  such  falsehood,  then  turn  tears  to  fires  I 
And  these, — who  often  drown'd,  could  never  die, — 

Transparent  heretics,  be  burnt  for  liars  ! 
One  fairer  than  my  love !  th'  all-seeing  sun 
Ne'er  saw  her  match,  since  first  the  world  begun. 

Ben.  Tut !  you  saw  her  fair,  none  else  being  by. 
Herself  poised  with  herself  in  either  eye : 

*  We  still  say  crack  a  buttle. 
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But  in  that  crj'stal  scales,  let  there  be  weigh'd 

Ifour  lady-love  against  some  other  maid 

That  I  will  show  you,  shining  at  this  feast, 

And  she  shall  scant*  show  well,  that  now  shows  best. 

Horn.  I'll  go  along,  no  such  sight  to  be  shown, 
But  to  rejoice  in  si^lendour  of  mine  own.  [J^xeunf. 

SCENE  III. — A  Room  in  Capulet's  House. 
Enter  Lady  Capulet  and  NuKSE. 

La.  Cap.  Nurse,  where's  my  daughter  ?  call  her  forth  to  me. 

Niase.  Now,  by  my  maidenhead, — at  twelve  year  old, — 
I  bade  her  come. — What,  lamb !  what,  lady-bird  ■ — 
God  forbid ! — where's  this  girl  ? — what,  Juliet  ? 

Enter  JULIET. 

Jul.  How  now,  who  calls  ? 

Nurse.  Your  mother. 

Jid.  Madam,  I  am  here, 
What  is  your  will  ? 

Li.  Cap.  This  is  the  matter  : — Nurse,  give  leave  awhile. 
We  must  talk  in  secret. — Nurse,  come  back  again  : 
I  have  remember'd  me,  thou  shalt  hear  our  counsel. 
Thou  know'st,  my  daughter's  of  a  pretty  age. 

Nurse.  'Faith,  I  can  tell  her  age  unto  an  hour. 

La.  Cap.  She's  not  fourteen. 

Nurse.  I'll  lay  fourteen  of  my  teeth, 
And  yet,  to  my  teenf  be  it  spoken,  I  have  but  four, — 
She  is  not  fourteen :  How  long  is  it  now 
To  Lammas-tide  ? 

La.  Cap.  A  fortnight,  and  odd  days. 

Nurse.  Even  or  odd,  of  all  days  in  the  year. 
Come  Lammas-eve  at  night,  shall  she  be  fourteen. 
Susan  and  she, — God  rest  all  Christian  souls  I — 
Were  of  an  age. — Well,  Susan  is  with  God ; 
She  was  too  good  for  me :  But,  as  I  said, 
On  Lammas-eve  at  night,  shall  she  be  fourteen ; 
That  shall  she,  marry ;  I  remember  it  well. 
'Tis  since  the  earthquake  now  eleven  years  ; 
And  she  was  wean'd, — I  never  shall  forget  it, — 
Of  all  the  days  of  the  year,  upon  that  day  : 
For  I  had  then  laid  wormwood  to  my  dug, 
Sitting  in  the  sun  under  the  dove-house  wall, 
My  lord  and  you  were  then  at  Mantua : — 
Nay,  I  do  bear  a  brain  :X — But,  as  I  said, 
AVhen  it  did  taste  the  wormwood  on  the  nipple 
Of  my  dug,  and  felt  it  bitter,  pretty  fool ! 
To  see  it  tetchy,  and  fall  out  with  the  dug. 
Shake,  quoth  the  dove-house:  'twas  no  need,  I  trow, 
To  bid  me  trudge. 

And  since  that  time  it  is  eleven  years  : 
For  then  she  could  stand  alone ;  nay,  by  the  rood, 

*  Scarce.  t  To  my  sorrow.  t  7.  c.  recollect. 
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She  could  have  run  and  waddled  all  about. 

Por  even  the  day  before,  she  broke  her  brow : 

And  then  my  husband— God  be  with  his  soul ! 

'A  was  a  merry  man ;  took  up  the  child : 

Yea,  quoth  he,  dost  thou  fall  upon  thy  face  ? 

Thou  tcilt  fall  backward,  when  thou  hast  more  wit ; 

Wilt  thou  not,  Jule  1  ana  by  my  holy-dam. 

The  pretty  wretch  left  crying,  and  said — Ay : 

To  see  now,  how  a  jest  shall  come  about ! 

I  warrant,  an  I  should  Hve  a  thousand  years, 

I  never  should  forget  it ;  Wilt  thou  not,  JuU  1  quoth  he : 

And,  pretty  fool,  it  stinted,*  and  said — Ay. 

La.  Cap.  Enough  of  this ;  I  pray  thee,  hold  thy  peace. 

Nurse.  Yes,  madam ;  Yet  I  cannot  choose  but  laugh, 
To  think  it  should  leave  crying,  and  say — Ay  : 
And  yet,  I  warrant,  it  had  upon  its  brow 
A  bump  as  big  as  a  young  cockrel's  stone ; 
A  parlous  knock ;  and  it  cried  bitterly. 
Yea,  quoth  my  husband,  falVst  upon  thy  face  ? 
Thou  loilt  fall  hackicard,  tchen  thou  com'st  to  age  ; 
Wilt  thou  not,  Jtile  ?  it  stinted,  and  said — Ay. 

Jul.  And  stint  thou  too,  I  pray  thee,  nurse,  say  I. 

Nurse.  Peace,  I  have  done.    God  mark  thee  to  his  gi'ace  !t 
Thou  wast  the  prettiest  babe  that  ere  I  nursed  : 
An  I  might  live  to  see  thee  married  once, 
I  have  my  wish. 

La.  Cap.  Marry,  that  marry  is  the  very  theme 
I  came  to  talk  ofif: — Tell  me,  daughter  Juliet, 
How  stands  your  disposition  to  be  married  ? 

Jtd.  It  is  an  honour  that  I  dream  not  of. 

Nurse.  An  honour !  were  not  I  thine  only  nurse, 
I'd  say,  thou  hadst  suck'd  wisdom  from  thy  teat. 

La.  Cap.  Well,  think  of  marriage  now ;  younger  than  you, 
Here  in  Verona,  ladies  of  esteem, 
Are  made  already  mothers :  by  my  count, 
I  was  your  mother  much  upon  these  years 
That  you  are  now  a  maid.    Thus  then,  in  brief; — 
The  valiant  Paris  seeks  you  for  his  love. 

Nurse.  A  man,  young  lady  !  lady,  such  a  man, 
As  all  the  world — Why,  he's  a  man  of  wax.J 

La.  Cap.  Verona's  summer  hath  not  such  a  flower. 

Nurse.  Nay,  he's  a  flower ;  in  faith,  a  very  flower. 

La.  Cap.  What  say  you  ?  can  you  love  the  gentleman  ? 
This  night  you  shall  behold  him  at  our  feast : 
Pead  o'er  the  volume  of  young  Paris'  face. 
And  find  delight  writ  there  with  beauty's  pen ; 
Examine  every  married  lineament. 
And  see  how  one  another  lends  content ; 
And  what  obscured  in  this  fa;r  volume  lies, 
Pind  writteu  in  the  margin  A  his  eyes.§ 

*  stopped  crying.  t  Favour. 

X  Well  made,  as  if  he  iiau  been  modelled  in  wax. 

%  The  comments  on  o.d  books  were  printed  in  the  margin. 
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This  precious  book  of  love,  this  unbound  lover, 
To  beautify  him,  only  lacks  a  cover  : 
The  fish  lives  in  the  sea  ;*  and  'tis  much  pride, 
For  fair  without  the  fair  within  to  hide : 
That  book  in  many's  eyes  doth  share  the  glory, 
That  in  gold  clasps  locks  in  the  golden  story ; 
So  shall  you  share  all  that  he  doth  possess. 
By  having  him,  making  yourself  no  less. 

Nurse,  rfo  less  ?  nay,  bigger;  women  grow  by  men. 
:    La.  Cap.  Speak  briefly,  can  you  like  of  Paris'  love  ? 

Jul.  I'll  look  to  hke,  if  looking  liking  move : 
But  no  more  deep  will  I  endart  mine  eye. 
Than  your  consent  gives  strength  to  make  it  fly. 

Enter  a  Seevant. 

Sera.  Madam,  the  guests  are  come,  supper  served  up,  you 
called,  my  young  lady  asked  for,  the  nurse  cursed  in  the  pantry, 
and  everything  in  extremity.  I  must  hence  to  wait ;  I  beseech 
you,  follow  straight. 

La.  Cap.  We  follow  thee. — Juhet,  the  county  stays. 

Nurse.  Go,  girl,  seek  happy  nights  to  happy  day.s.        [E.i-eunf. 

SCENE  LV.—A  Street. 

Enter  EOMEO,  MebCUTIO,  BenvoLIO,  mth  five  or  six  Maskers; 
Torch-hearers,  and  others. 

Horn.  What,  shall  this  speech  be  spoke  for  our  excuse  ? 
Or  shall  we  on  without  apology  ? 

Ben.  The  date  is  out  of  such  prolixity  : 
We'll  have  no  Cupid  hood-wink'd  with  a  scarf. 
Bearing  a  Tartar's  painted  bow  of  lath. 
Scaring  the  ladies  like  a  crow-keeper  ;T 
Nor  no  without-book  prologue,  faintly  spoke 
After  the  prompter,  for  our  entrance : 
But,  let  them  measure  us  by  what  they  will, 
We'll  measure  them  a  measure,  J  and  be  gone. 

Mom.  Give  me  a  torch,  § — I  am  not  for  this  ambling ; 
Being  but  heavy,  I  will  bear  the  light. 

Mer.  Nay,  gentle  Borneo,  we  must  have  you  dance. 

Horn.  Not  I,  believe  me  :  you  have  dancing  shoes, 
With  nimble  soles  :  I  have  a  soul  of  lead. 
So  stakes  me  to  the  ground,  I  cannot  move. 

Mer.  You  are  a  lover ;  borrow  Cupid's  wings. 
And  soar  with  them  above  a  common  bound. 

Rom.  I  am  too  sore  enpierced  with  his  shaft. 
To  soar  with  his  light  feathers  ;  and  so  bound, 
I  cannot  bound  a  pitch  above  dull  woe  : 
Under  love's  heavy  burden  do  I  sink. 

Mer.  And,  to  sink  in  it,  should  you  burden  love  ; 
Too  great  oppression  for  a  tender  thing. 

Horn.  Is  love  a  tender  thing  ?  it  is  too  rough, 
Too  rude,  too  boist'rous ;  and  it  pricks  like  thorn. 

*  I.  e.  is  not  yet  canght.  t  Scare-crow.  t  A  dance, 

f  A  torchbearer  was  «a  appendage  to  every  troop  of  maskers. 
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Mer.  If  love  be  rougli  with  you,  be  rough  with  love ; 
Prick  love  for  pricking,  and  you  beat  love  down. — 
Give  me  a  case  to  put  my  visage  in  :  IFKiiing  on  a  mask. 

A  visor  for  a  visor  ! — what  care  I, 
"What  curious  eye  doth  quote  *  deformities  ? 
Here  are  the  beetle-brows,  shall  blush  for  me. 

Ben.  Come,  knock,  and  enter ;  and  no  sooner  in. 
But  every  man  betake  him  to  his  legs. 

Rom.  A  torch  for  me :  let  wantons,  light  of  heart, 
Tickle  the  senseless  rushesf  with  their  heels ; 
Por  I  am  proverb'd  with  a  grandsire  phrase, — 
I'll  be  a  candle-holder,  and  look  on, — 
The  game  was  ne'er  so  fair,  and  I  am  done. 

Mer.  Tut !  dun 's  the  mouse,  the  constable's  own  word : 
If  thou  art  dun,  M'e'll  draw  thee  from  the  mire 
Of  this  (save  reverence)  love,  wherein  thou  stick'st 
Up  to  the  ears. — Come,  we  burn  daylight,  ho. 

Eom.  Nay,  that's  not  so. 

Mer.  I  mean.  Sir,  in  delay 
'SVq  waste  our  lights  in  vain,  like  lamps  by  day. 
Take  our  good  meaning ;  for  our  judgment  sits 
Five  times  in  that,  ere  once  in  our  five  wits. 

Rom.  And  we  mean  well,  in  going  to  this  mask  ; 
But  'tis  no  Aiit  to  go. 

Mer.  Why,  may  one  ask  ? 

Rom.  I  dreamt  a  dream  to-night. 

Mer.  And  so  did  I. 

Rom.  "Well,  what  was  yours  ? 

Mer.  That  dreamers  often  lie. 

Rom.  In  bed,  asleep,  while  they  do  dream  things  true. 

3Ier.  0,  then,  I  see,  queen  ^lab  hath  been  with  you. 
She  is  the  fairies'  midwife ;+  and  she  comes 
In  .shape  no  bigger  than  an  agate-stone 
On  the  fore-finger  of  an  alderman. 
Drawn  with  a  team  of  little  atomies 
Athwart  men's  noses  as  they  lie  asloe]) ; 
Her  waggon-spokes  made  of  long  spinners'  legs ; 
The  cover,  of  the  wings  of  grasshoppers ; 
The  traces,  of  the  smallest  spider's  web  ; 
The  collars,  of  the  moonshine's  wat'ry  beams : 
Her  ■\\'hip,  of  cricket's  bone ;  the  lash  of  film  : 
Her  waggoner,  a  small  grey-coated  gnat, 
Not  half  so  big  as  a  round  little  Avorm 
Prick'd  from  the  lazy  finger  of  a  maid : 
Her  chariot  is  an  empty  hazel-nut, 
Made  by  the  joiner  squirrel,  or  old  grub. 
Time  out  of  mind  the  fairies'  coachmakers. 
And  in  this  state  she  gallops  night  by  night 
Through  lovers'  brains,  and  then  they  dream  of  love  : 

*  Obsen'e. 

t  It  was  anciently  the  custom  to  strew  rooms  with  ruslies. 
J  Midwife  of  the  fairies ;  one  of  her  employments  being  to  steal  new- 
born children,  in  the  uight,  and  to  substitute  others  in  their  place. 
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On  courtiers'  knees,  that  dream  on  court'sies  straight : 
O'er  lawyers'  fingers,  who  straight  dream  on  fees : 
O'er  ladies'  lips,  who  straight  on  kisses  dream  ; 
Which  oft  the  angry  Mab  with  blisters  plagues, 
Because  their  breaths  with  sweetmeats  tainted  are. 
Sometime  she  gallops  o'er  a  courtier's  nose, 
And  then  dreams  he  of  smelling  out  a  suit  :* 
And  sometimes  comes  she  with  a  tithe-pig's  tail, 
Tickhng  a  parson's  nose  as  'a  lies  asleep, 
Then  dreams  he  of  another  benefice : 
Sometime  she  driveth  o'er  a  soldier^s  neck, 
And  then  dreams  he  of  cutting  foreisn  throats, 
Of  breaches,  ambuscadoes,  Spanish  blades, 
Of  healths  five  fathom  deep ;  and  then  anon 
Drums  in  his  ear ;  at  which  he  starts,  and  wakes ; 
And,  being  thus  frighted,  swears  a  prayer  or  two. 
And  sleeps  again.    This  is  that  very  Mab, 
That  plats  the  manes  of  horses  in  the  night ; 
And  bakes  the  elf-locks  t  in  foul  sluggish  haii's, 
"Which,  once  untangled,  much  misfortune  bodes. 
This  is  the  hag,  when  maids  lie  on  their  backs, 
That  prasses  them,  and  learns  them  first  to  bear 
Making  them  women  of  good  carriage. 
This,  this  is  she — 

Rom.  Peace,  peace,  Mercutio,  peace  ; 
Thou  talk'st  of  nothing. 

Mer.  True,  I  talk  of  dreams ; 
Which  are  the  children  of  an  idle  brain, 
Begot  of  nothing  but  vain  fantasy  ; 
Which  is  as  thin  of  substance  as  the  air ; 
And  more  inconstant  than  the  wind,  who  vrooes 
Even  now  the  frozen  bosom  of  the  north. 
And,  being  anger'd,  puffs  away  from  thence, 
Turning  his  face  to  the  dew-dropping  south. 

Ben.  This  wind,  you  talk  of,  blows  us  from  ourselves  ; 
Supper  is  done,  and  we  shall  come  too  late. 

Rom.  I  fear,  too  early  :  for  my  mind  misgives. 
Some  consequence,  yet  hanging  in  the  stars, 
Shall  bitterly  begin  his  fearful  date 
With  this  night's  revels ;  and  expire  the  term 
Of  a  despised  life,  closed  in  my  breast. 
By  some  vile  forfeit  of  untimely  death : 
But  He,  that  hath  the  steerage  of  my  course, 
Direct  my  sail ! — On,  lusty  gentlemen. 

Ben.  Strike,  drum.  lE.reanf. 

SCENE  r.—A  Hall  in  CapULET's  Jlouse. 

Muiicians  waiting.     Enter  Seeva_KTS. 

1  Serv.  Where's  Potpan,  that  he  helps  not  to  take  away  ?  he- 
shift  a  trencher !  he  scrape  a  trencher  ! 

*  A  place  at  court.  t  Locks  of  liair  tangled  in  the  night. 
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2  Serv.  When  good  manners  shall  lie  all  in  one  or  two  men's 
hands,  and  they  unwashed  too,  'tis  a  foul  thin??. 

1  Serv.  Away  with  the  joint  stools,  renjpve  the  court-cup- 
board,* look  to  the  plate : — good  thou,  save'me  apiece  of  march- 
pane ;  and,  as  thou  lovest  me,  let  the  porter  let  in  Susan  Grind- 
stone, and  Nell. — Antony !  and  Potpan  ! 

2  Serv.  Ay,  boy ;  ready. 

1  Sei-v.  You  are  looked  for,  and  called  for,  asked  for,  and 
sought  for,  in  the  great  chamber. 

2  Serv.  We  cannot  be  here  and  there  too. — Cheerly,  boys ;  be 
brisk  a  while,  and  the  longer  liver  take  all.    [  They  retire  behind. 

Miter  Capxjlet,  <Sfc.,  with  the  Quests  and  the  Mashers. 

Cap.  Gentlemen,  welcome  !  ladies,  that  have  their  toes 
TJnplagued  with  corns,  will  have  a  bout  with  you  : — 
Ah  ha,  my  mistresses  !  which  of  you  all 
Will  now  deny  to  dance  ?  she  that  makes  dainty,  she, 
I'll  swear,  hath  corns ;  Am  I  come  near  you  now  ? 
You  are  welcome,  gentlemen  !  I  have  seen  the  day. 
That  I  have  worn  a  visor ;  and  could  tell 
A  whispering  tale  in  a  fair  lady's  ear. 
Such  as  would  please ; — 'tis  gone,  'tis  gone,  'tis  gone : 
You  are  welcome,  gentlemen ! — Comej  musicians,  play. 
A  hall !  a  hall !  f  give  room,  and  foot  it,  girls. 

{_Music  plays,  and  they  dance. 
More  light,  ye  knaves  ;  and  turn  the  tables  up, 
And  quench  the  fire,  the  room  is  grown  too  hot. — 
Ah,  sirrah,  this  unlook'd-for  sport  comes  well. 
Nay,  sit,  nay,  sit,  good  cousin  Capulet ; 
l^'or  you  and  I  are  past  our  dancing  days : 
How  long  is't  now,  since  last  yourself  and  I 
Were  in  a  mask  ? 

2  Cap.  By'r  lady,  thirty  years. 

1  Cap.  What,  man  !  'tis  not  so  much ;  'tis  not  so  much : 
'Tis  since  the  nuptial  of  Lucentio, 

Come  Pentecost  as  quickly  as  it  will. 

Some  five  and  twenty  years;  and  then  we  mask'd. 

2  Cap.  'Tis  more,  'tis  more :  his  son  is  elder.  Sir : 
His  son  is  thirty. 

1  Cap.  Will  you  tell  me  that  ? 
His  son  was  but  a  ward  two  years  ago. 

Bom.  What  lady 's  that,  which  doth  enrich  the  hand 
Of  yonder  knight  V 

Serv.  I  know  not,  Sir. 

Mom.  O,  she  doth  teach  the  torches  to  burn  bright ! 
Her  beauty  hangs  upon  the  cheek  of  night 
Like  a  rich  jewel  in  an  Ethiop's  ear : 
Beauty  too  rich  for  use,  for  earth  too  dear ! 
So  shows  a  snowy  dove  trooping  with  crows. 
As  yonder  lady  o'er  her  fellows  shows. 

*  Sideboard.  t  I-  e.  make  room  for  dancing; 
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The  measure  done,  I'll  watch  her  place  of  stand. 
And,  touching  hers,  make  happy  my  rude  hand. 
Did  my  heart  love  till  now  ?  forswear  it,  sight ! 
Por  I  ne'er  saw  true  beauty  till  this  night. 

Ti/b.  This,  by  his  voice,  should  be  a  Montague  :— 
Fetch  me  my  rapier,  boy : — What !  dares  the  slave 
Come  hither,  cover'd  with  an  antic  face. 
To  fleer  and  scorn  at  our  solemnity  ? 
Now,  by  the  stock  and  honour  of  my  kin. 
To  strike  him  dead  I  hold  it  not  a  sin. 

1  Cap.  Why,  how  now,  kinsman  ?  wherefore  storm  you  so  ? 

Ti/b.  Uncle,  this  is  a  Montague,  our  foe ; 
A  villain,  that  is  hither  come  in  spite. 
To  scorn  at  our  solemnity  this  night. 

1  Cap.  Young  Romeo  is't  ? 

Ti/b.  'Tis  he,  that  villain  Romeo. 

1  Cap.  Content  thee,  gentle  coz,  let  him  alone. 
He  bears  him  like  a  portly  gentleman ; 
And,  to  say  truth,  Verona  brags  of  him, 
To  be  a  virtuous  and  well-govern'd  youth : 
I  Avould  not  for  the  wealth  of  all  this  town, 
Here  in  my  house,  do  him  disparagement : 
Therefore  be  patient,  take  no  note  of  him. 
It  is  my  ^vill :  the  which  if  thou  respect. 
Show  a  fair  presence,  and  put  off  these  frowns. 
An  ill -beseeming  semblance  for  a  feast. 

Tt/b.  It  fits,  when  such  a  villain  is  a  guest ; 
I'll  not  endure  him. 

1  Cap.  He  shall  be  endured : 
What,  goodman  boy ! — I  say,  he  shall ; — Go  to ; — 
Am  I  the  master  here,  or  you  ?  go  to. 
You'll  not  endure  him !— God  shall  mend  my  soul— 
You'll  make  a  mutiny  among  my  guests  ! 
You  will  set  cock-a-hoop  !  you'll  be  the  man. 

Ti/b.  "Why,  uncle,  'tis  a  shame. 

1  Cap.  Go  to,  go  to. 
You  are  saucy  boy : — Is't  so,  indeed  ? — 
This  trick  may  chance  to  scathe*  you ; — I  know  what. 
You  must  contrary  me  !  marry,  'tis  time — 
Well  said,  my  hearts : — You  are  a  princox  ;t  go : — 
Be  quiet,  or — More  light,  more  light,  for  shame  ! 
I'll  make  you  quiet ;  What ! — Cheerly,  my  hearts. 

Tj/b.  Patience  perforce  with  wilful  choler  meeting. 
Makes  my  flesh  tremble  in  their  diflerent  greeting. 
I  will  withdraw :  but  this  intrusion  shall, 
Now  seeming  sweet,  convert  to  bitter  gall.  1  is.r//. 

Horn.  If  I  profane  with  my  unworthy  hand  [To  Juliet. 

This  holy  shrine,  the  gentle  fine  is  this, — 
My  lips,  two  blushing  pilgrims,  ready  stand 

To  smooth  that  rough  touch  with  a  tender  kiss. 

*  Do  you  an  injury.  t  A  coxcomb. 
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Jul.  Good  pilgrim,  you  do  wrong  your  hand  too  much, 
Which  mannerly  devotion  shows  in  this ; 
Por  saints  have  hands  that  pilgrims'  hands  do  touch, 
And  palm  to  palm  is  holy  palmers'  kiss. 

Mom.  Have  not  saints  lips,  and  holy  palmers  too  ? 

Jul.  Ay,  pilgrim,  lips  that  they  must  use  in  prayer. 

Mom.  6  then,  dear  saint,  let  lips  do  what  hands  do  ; 
They  pray,  grant  thou,  lest  faith  turn  to  despair. 

Jul.  Saints  do  not  move,  though  grant  for  prayers'  sake. 

Mom.  Then  move  not,  while  my  prayer's  effect  I  take. 
Thus  from  my  lips,  by  yours,  my  sin  is  purged.         \  Kissing  her. 

Jul.  Then  have  my  lips  the  sin  that  they  have  took. 

Mom.  Sin  from  my  lips  ?    O  trespass  sweetly  urged  ! 
Give  me  my  sin  again. 

Jul.  You  kiss  by  the  book. 

yv.rse.  Madam,  your  mother  craves  a  word  with  you. 

Mom.  What  is  her  mother  ? 

Nurse.  Marry,  bachelor, 
Her  mother  is  the  lady  of  the  house, 
-Vnd  a  good  lady,  and  a  wise,  and  virtuous : 
I  nursed  her  daughter,  that  you  talk'd  withal ; 
I  tell  you, — he,  that  can  lay  hold  of  her, 
Shall  have  the  chinks. 

Mom.  Is  she  a  Capiilet  ? 

0  dear  account !  my  life  is  my  foe's  debt. 
Ben.  Away,  begone ;  the  sport  is  at  the  best. 
Mom.  Ay,  so  I  fear ;  the  more  is  my  unrest. 

1  Caj).  Nay,  gentlemen,  prepare  not  to  be  gone ; 
We  have  a  trifling  foolish  banquet  towards* — 
Is  it  e'en  so  ?  Why,  then  I  thank  you  all ; 

1  thank  you,  honest  gentlemen ;  good  night : — 
3Iore  torches  here  ! — Come  on,  then  let's  to  bed. 
Ah,  sirrah  \  To  2  Cap.],  by  my  fay,t  it  waxes  late; 

111  to  my  rest.  '     '    [Exeunt  all  lut  Ji'LiET  and  NuBSE. 

Jul.  Come  hither,  nvirse :  u'hat  is  yon  gentleman  ? 

Nurse.  TliQ  sou  and  heir  of  old  Tiberio. 

Jul.  What's  he,  that  now  is  going  out  of  door  ? 

Nvrse.  Marry,  that,  I  think,  be  young  Petruchio. 

Jul.  What's  he,  that  follows  there,  that  would  not  dance  ? 

Nurse.  I  know  not. 

Jul.  Go,  ask  his  name  : — if  he  be  married, 
My  grave  is  like  to  be  my  wedding  bed. 

Nurse.  His  name  is  Eomeo,  and  a  Montague  ; 
The  only  son  of  your  great  enemy. 

Jul.  'isly  only  love  sprung  from  my  only  hate  ! 
Too  early  seen  unknown,  and  known  too  late  ! 
Prodigious  birth  of  love  it  is  to  me, 
That  I  must  love  a  loathed  enemy. 

Nurse.  What's  this,  what's  this  ? 

Jul.  A  rhyme  I  learn'd  even  now 
Of  one  I  danced  withal.  [One  calls  n-ithin,  Juliet  I 

*  Collation  reaflv.  j    Faith. 
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Nurse.  Anon,  anon : — 
Come,  let's  away ;  the  strangers  all  are  gone.  [Eiceuitt. 

Enter  Choeus. 
Now  old  desire  doth  in  his  death-bed  lie, 

And  young  affection  gapes  to  be  his  heir ; 
That  fair  *  which  love  groan'd  for,  and  would  die. 

AVith  tender  Juliet  match'd,  is  now  not  iair. 
Now  Romeo  is  beloved,  and  loves  again. 

Alike  bewitched  by  tne  charm  of  looks ; 
But  to  his  foe  supposed  he  must  complain, 

And  she  steal  love's  sweet  bait  from  fearful  hooks : 
Being  held  a  foe,  he  may  not  have  access 

To  breathe  such  vows  as  lovers  use  to  swear ; 
And  she  as  much  in  love,  her  means  much  less 

To  meet  her  new-beloved  any\\here  : 
But  pa.«sion  lends  them  power,  time  means  to  meet, 
Temp'riug  extremities  with  e.xtreme  sweet.  \_Exit. 


ACT  11. 

SCEXE  I. — An  open  place,  adjoining  CapcLET's  Garden. 

Enter  EoMEO. 
Horn.  Can  I  go  forward,  when  my  heart  is  here  ? 
Turn  back,  dull  earth,  f  and  find  thy  centre  out. 

[iZe  cUinbs  the  icall,  and  leaps  down  witJdn  it. 

_  Enter  Benvolio  and  Mebcvtio. 

Ben.  Romeo  !  my  cousin  Romeo  ! 

Mer.  He  is  wise ; 
And,  on  my  life,  hath  stolen  him  home  to  bed. 

Ben.  He  ran  this  way,  and  leap'd  this  orchard-^vall : 
Call,  good  Slercutio. 

Mer.  Nay,  I'll  conjure  too. — 
Romeo  !  humours  !  madman  !  passion  !  lover  ! 
Appear  thou  in  the  likeness  of  a  sigh, 
vSpeak  but  one  rhyme,  and  I  am  satisfied ; 
Cry  but — Ah  me  !  couple  but — love  and  dove ; 
Speak  to  my  gossip  Yenus  one  fair  w  ord. 
One  nick-name  for  her  purblind  son  and  heir. 
Young  Adam  Cupid,  he  tuat  shot  so  trim, 
"When  king  Cophetua  loved  the  beggar-maid. — 
He  heareth  not,  stirreth  not,  he  moveth  not : 
The  apet  is  dead,  and  I  must  conjure  him. — 
I  conjure  thee  by  Rosaline's  bright  eyes. 
By  her  high  forehead,  and  her  scarlet  lip, 
By  her  fine  foot,  straight  leg,  and  quivering  thigh, 
And  the  demesnes  that  there  adjacent  lie, 
That  in  thy  hkeness  thou  appear  to  us. 

*  Beauty.  t  I.  e.  himself, 

t  Used  as  an  expression  of  tenderness. 
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Ben.  An  if  he  hear  thee,  thou  wilt  anger  him. 

Mer.  This  cannot  anger  him :  'twould  anger  him 
To  raise  a  spirit  in  his  mistress'  circle 
Of  some  strange  nature,  letting  it  there  stand 
Till  she  had  laid  it,  and  conjured  it  down ; 
That  were  some  spite :  my  mvocation 
Is  fair  and  honest,  and  in  his  mistress'  name, 
I  conjure  only  but  to  raise  up  him. 

Ben.  Come,  he  hath  hid  himself  among  those  trees. 
To  be  consorted  with  the  humorous  *  night : 
Blind  is  his  love,  and  best  befits  the  dark. 

Mer.  If  love  be  blind,  love  cannot  hit  the  mark. 
Now  will  he  sit  under  a  medlar  tree. 
And  wish  his  mistress  were  that  kind  of  fruit, 
As  maids  call  medlars,  when  they  laugh  alone. — 
Homeo,  good  night ; — I'll  to  my  truckle-bed ; 
This  field  bed  is  too  cold  for  me  to  sleep  : 
Come,  shall  we  go  ? 

Ben.  Go,  then ;  for  'tis  in  vain 
To  seek  him  here,  that  means  not  to  be  found.  [Exeimi. 

SCENE  JZ— Captjlet's  Garden. 
Enter  E-omeo. 

Bom.  He  jests  at  scars,  that  never  felt  a  wound. — 

[Juliet  appears  above,  at  a  ivindoic. 
But,  soft !  what  light  through  yonder  window  breaks  ! 
It  is  the  east,  and  Juliet  is  the  sun  ! — 
Arise,  fair  sun,  and  kill  the  envious  moon, 
Who  is  already  sick  and  pale  \nth  grief, 
That  thou  her  maid  art  far  more  fair  than  she  : 
Be  not  her  maid,t  since  she  is  envious ; 
Her  vestal  livery  is  but  sick  and  green. 
And  none  but  fools  do  wear  it ;  cast  it  off. — 
It  is  my  lady ;  O,  it  is  my  love : 
O,  that  she  knew  she  were  ! — 
She  speaks,  yet  she  says  nothing ;  What  of  that  ? 
Her  eye  discourses,  I  will  answer  it. — 
I  am  too  bold^  'tis  not  to  me  she  speaks  : 
Two  of  the  fairest  stars  in  all  the  heaven, 
Having  some  business,  do  entreat  her  eyes 
To  twinkle  in  their  spheres  till  thej'  return. 
What  if  her  eyes  were  there,  they  in  her  head  ? 
The  brightness  of  her  cheek  would  shame  those  stars, 
As  daylight  doth  a  lamp ;  her  eye  in  heaven 
Would  through  the  airy  region  stream  so  bright. 
That  birds  would  sing,  and  think  it  were  not  night. 
See,  how  she  leans  her  check  upon  her  hand ! 
O,  that  I  were  a  glove  upon  that  hand, 
Tnat  I  might  touch  that  cheek  ! 

Jul.  Ah  me  ! 

Bom.  She  speaks : — 

*  Huniid,  moist.  t  A  votary  to  Diana, 
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O,  speak  again,  bright  angel !  for  thou  art 

As  glorious  to  this  night,  being  o'er  my  head, 

As  is  a  winged  messenger  of  heaven 

Unto  the  wnite  upturn'd  wond'ring  eyes 

Of  mortals,  that  fall  back  to  gaze  on  him,  * 

When  he  bestrides  the  lazy-pacing  clouds, 

And  sails  upon  the  bosom  of  the  air. 

Jul.  O  Eomeo,  Romeo  !  wherefore  art  thou  Romeo  ? 
Deny  thy  father,  and  refuse  thy  name  : 
Or,  if  thou  wilt  not,  be  but  sworn  my  love. 
And  I'll  no  longer  be  a  Capulet. 

Rom.  ShaJ  I  hear  more,  or  shall  I  speak  at  this  ?  [Aside. 

Jul.  'Tis  but  thy  name,  that  is  my  enemy ; — 
Thou  art  thyself,  though  not  a  Montague. 
^Vliat's  Montague  ?  it  is  nor  hand,  nor  foot, 
Nor  arm,  nor  face,  nor  any  other  part 
Belonging  to  a  man.    O,  be  some  other  name ! 
What's  in  a  name  ?  that  which  we  call  a  rose. 
By  any  other  name  would  smell  as  sweet ; 
So  Romeo  would,  were  he  not  Romeo  call'd, 
Retain  that  dear  perfection  which  he  owes.  * 
Without  that  title : — Romeo,  doff  thy  name ; 
And  for  that  name,  which  is  no  part  of  thee. 
Take  all  myself. 

Rom.  I  take  thee  at  thy  word : 
Call  me  but  love,  and  I'll  be  new  baptized ; 
Henceforth  I  never  will  be  Romeo. 

Jul.  What  man  art  thou,  that,  thus  bescreen'd  in  night, 
So  stumblest  on  my  counsel  ? 

Rom.  By  a  name 
I  know  not  how  to  tell  thee  who  I  am : 
My  name,  dear  saint,  is  hateful  to  myself, 
Because  it  is  an  enemy  to  thee ; 
Had  I  it  written,  I  would  tear  the  word. 

Jul.  My  ears  have  not  yet  drunk  a  hundred  words 
Of  that  tongue's  utterance,  yet  I  know  the  sound ; 
Art  thou  not  Romeo,  and  a  Montague  ? 

Rom.  Neither,  fair  saint,  if  either  thee  di^^like. 

Jul.  How  cam'st  thou  hither,  tell  me  ?  and  wherefore  ? 
The  orchard  waUs  are  Mgh^  and  hard  to  climb ; 
And  the  place  death,  consiaering  who  thou  art. 
If  any  of  my  kinsmen  find  thee  nere. 

Ro)n.  With  love's  light  wings  did  I  o'erperch  these  walls ; 
Por  stony  limits  cannot  hold  love  out : 
And  what  love  can  do,  that  dares  love  attempt. 
Therefore  thy  kinsmen  are  no  let  f  to  me. 

Jul.  If  they  do  see  thee,  they  will  murder  thee. 

Rom.  Alack  !  there  lies  more  peril  in  thine  eye. 
Than  twenty  of  their  swords ;  look  thou  but  sweet. 
And  I  am  proof  against  their  enmity. 

Jul.  I  would  not  for  the  world,  they  saw  thee  here. 

Rom.  I  have  night's  cloak  to  hide  me  from  their  sight ; 
*  Owns,  t  Hiiideran'^e. 
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And,  but  *  thou  love  me,  let  them  find  me  here : 
My  life  were  better  ended  by  their  hate, 
Than  death  prorogued,  wanting  of  thy  love. 

Jul.  By  whose  direction  found'st  thou  out  this  place  ? 

RoU.  By  love,  who  first  did  prompt  me  to  inquire  ; 
He  lent  me  counsel,  and  I  lent  him  eyes. 
I  am  no  pilot ;  yet,  wert  thou  as  far 
As  that  vast  shore  wash'd  with  tlie  furthest  sea, 
I  would  adventure  for  such  merchandise. 

Jul.  Thou  know'st  the  mask  of  night  is  on  my  face  ; 
Else  would  a  maiden  blush  bepaint  my  cheek, 
Tor  that  which  thou  hast  heard  me  speak  to-night. 
Fain  would  I  dwell  on  form,  fain,  fain  deny 
"What  I  have  spoke ;  but  farewell  compliment ! 
Dost  thou  love  me  ?  I  know,  thou  wilt  say — Ay ; 
And  I  will  take  thy  word :  yet,  if  thou  swear' st. 
Thou  mayst  prove  false;  at  lovers'  perjuries. 
They  say,  Jove  laughs.    0,  gentle  liomeo. 
If  thou  dost  love,  pronounce  it  faithfully  : 
Or  if  thou  think'st  I  am  too  quickly  won, 
I'll  frown,  and  be  perverse,  and  say  thee  nay, 
So  thou  wilt  woo ;  but,  else,  not  for  the  world. 
In  truth,  fair  Montague,  I  am  too  fond  : 
And  therefore  thou  mayst  think  my  'haviour  light : 
But  trust  me,  gentleman,  I'll  prove  more  true 
Than  those  that  have  more  cuniaing  to  be  strange,  t 
I  should  have  been  more  strange,  I  must  confess. 
But  that  thou  over-heard'st,  ere  I  was  'ware. 
My  true  love's  passion :  therefore  pardon  me ; 
And  not  impute  this  yielding  to  light  love, 
Which  the  dark  night  hath  so  discovered. 

Rom.  Lady,  by  yonder  blessed  moon  I  swear. 
That  tips  with  silver  all  these  fruit-tree  tops, — 

Jul.  O,  swear  not  by  the  moon,  the  inconstant  moon, 
That  monthly  changes  in  her  circled  orb. 
Lest  that  thy  love  prove  likewise  variable. 

Rom.  What  shall  I  swear  by  ? 

Jul.  Do  not  swear  at  all ; 
Or,  if  thou  wilt,  swear  by  thy  gracious  self, 
which  is  the  god  of  my  idolatry, 
And  I'll  believe  thee. 

Rom.  If  my  heart's  dear  love — 

Jul.  Well,  do  not  swear :  although  I  joy  in  thee, 
I  have  no  joy  of  this  contract  to-night : 
It  is  too  rash,  too  unadviseiL  too  sudden ; 
Too  like  the  lightning,  which  doth  cease  to  be, 
Ei"e  one  can  say — It  hghtens.    Sweet,  good  night ! 
This  bud  of  love,  by  summer's  ripening  breath, 
Jlay  prove  a  beauteous  flower  when  next  we  meet. 
Good  night,  good  night !  as  sweet  repose  and  rest 
Come  to  thy  heart,  as  that  within  my  breast ! 

Rom.  O,  wilt  thou  leave  me  so  unsatisfied  ? 

*  Unless.  t  To  appear  cold. 
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Jul.  What  satisfaction  canst  thou  have  to-night  ? 

Rom.  The  exchange  of  thy  love's  faithful  vow  for  mine. 

Jul.  I  gave  thee  mine  before  thou  didst  request  it : 
And  yet  I  would  it  were  to  give  again. 

Rom.  Wouldst  thou  withdraw  it  ?  for  what  purpose,  love  ? 

Jul.  But  to  be  frank  *  and  give  it  thee  again. 
And  yet  I  wish  but  for  the  thing  I  have : 
]\Iy  bounty  is  as  boundless  as  the  sea, 
My  love  as  deep ;  the  more  I  give  to  thee. 
The  more  I  have,  for  both  are  infinite.         [NuBSE  calls  within. 
I  hear  some  noise  within ;  Dear  love,  adieu  ! 
Anon,  good  nurse  !— Sweet  ^lontague,  be  true. 
Stay  but  a  little,  I  will  come  again.  \^Exit. 

Rom.  O  blessed,  blessed  night !  I  am  afeard, 
Being  in  night,  all  this  is  but  a  dream. 
Too  fiattering-sweet  to  be  substantial. 

Re-enter  JuLIET,  above. 

Jul.  Three  words,  dear  Eomeo,  and  good  night,  indeed. 
If  that  thy  bent  of  love  be  honourable. 
Thy  purpose  marriage,  send  me  word  to-morrow. 
By  one  that  I'll  procure  to  come  to  thee, 
"Where,  and  what  time,  thou  wilt  perform  the  rite ; 
And  all  my  fortunes  at  thy  foot  I'll  lay, 
And  follow  thee,  my  lord,  throughout  the  world  : 

Nurse,  [within"}.  Madam. 

Jul.  I  come,  anon : — But  if  thou  mean'st  not  well, 
I  do  beseech  thee, — 

Nurse,  [tcithin].  Madam. 

Jul.  By  and  by,  I  come : — 
To  cease  thy  suit  and  leavo  me  to  my  grief: 
To-morrow  will  I  send. 

Rom.  So  thrive  my  soul, — 

Jul.  A  thousand  tmies  good  night !  [Exit. 

Rom.  A  thousand  times  the  worse  to  want  thy  light. — 
Love  goes  toward  love,  as  schoolboys  from  theirbooks  ; 
But  love  from  love,  toward  school  with  heavy  looks. 

[Retiring  slowly. 
Re-enter  JuLlET,  above. 

Jul.  Hist !  Romeo,  hist ! — O,  for  a  falconer's  voice. 
To  lure  this  gentle  tasself  back  again  1 
Bondage  is  hoai-se,  and  may  not  speak  aloud  ; 
Else  would  I  tear  the  cave  where  Echo  lies. 
And  make  her  airy  tongue  more  hoarse  than  mine 
With  repetition  of  my  liomeo's  name. 

Rom.  It  is  my  soul,  that  calls  upon  my  name  : 
How  silver-sweet  sound  lovers'  tongues  by  night. 
Like  softest  music  to  attending  ears  ! 

Jul.  Komco  ! 

Rom.  My  sweet ! 

Jul.  At  what  o'clock  to-morrow 
Shall  I  send  to  thee  ? 

*  Free.  f  Male  goshawk. 
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Mom.  At  the  hour  of  nine. 

Jul.  I  will  not  fail ;  'tis  twenty  years  till  then. 
I  have  forgot  why  I  did  call  thee  back. 

Eom.  Let  me  stand  here  till  thou  remember  it. 

Jul.  I  shall  forget,  to  have  thee  still  stand  there, 
JRememb'ring  how  I  love  thy  company. 

Ilo7n.  And  I'll  still  stay,  to  have  thee  still  forget, 
Forgetting  any  other  home  but  this. 

Jill.  'Tis  almost  morning,  I  would  have  thee  gone : 
And  yet  no  further  than  a  wanton's  bird ; 
"W'ho  lets  it  hop  a  little  from  her  hand, 
Like  a  poor  prisoner  in  his  twisted  gj'ves,  * 
And  with  a  silk  thread  plucks  it  back  again. 
So  loving-jealous  of  his  liberty. 

Horn.  I  would  I  were  thy  bird. 

Jul.  Sweet,  so  would  I : 
Yet  I  should  kill  thee  with  much  cherishing. 
Good  night,  good  night !  Parting  is  such  sweet  sorrow. 
That  I  shall  say — good  night,  till  it  be  morrow.  [E.ril. 

Bom.  Sleep  dwell  upon  thine  eyes,  peace  in  thy  breast ! — 
'Would  I  were  sleep  and  peace,  so  sweet  to  rest ! 
Hence  will  I  to  my  ghostly  father's  cell ; 
His  help  to  crave,  and  my  dear  hap  f  to  tell.  [Exit. 

SCENE  III.— Friar  Laurence's  Cell. 

Enter  Friar  Laueence,  ivith  a  Jiaslet. 

Fri.  The  grey-eyed  morn  smiles  on  the  frowning  night. 
Checkering  the  eastern  clouds  with  streaks  of  light : 
And  flecked  X  darkness  like  a  drunkar  1  reels 
From  forth  day's  path-way,  made  by  Vitan's  §  wheels  : 
Now  ere  the  sun  advance  his  burning  eye, 
The  day  to  cheer,  and  night's  dank  dew  to  dry, 
I  must  fill  up  this  osier  cage  of  ours, 
With  baleful  weeds,  and  precious-juiced  flowers. 
The  earth,  that's  nature's  mother,  is  her  tomb ; 
What  is  her  burying  grave,  that  is  her  womb  : 
And  from  her  womb  children  of  divers  kind 
We  sucking  on  her  natural  bosom  find ; 
Many  for  many  virtues  excellent, 
None  but  for  some,  and  yet  all  different. 
O,  mickle  1]  is  the  powerful  grace,  IT  tliat  lies 
In  herbs,  plants,  stones,  and  their  true  qualities : 
For  nought  so  vile  that  on  the  earth  doth  live. 
But  to  the  earth  some  special  good  doth  give ; 
Nor  aught  so  good,  but  strain'd  from  that  fair  use, 
Revolts  from  true  birth,  stumbling  on  abuse  : 
Virtue  itself  turns  vice,  being  misapplied  ; 
And  vice  sometimes  by  action  digniiied. 
Within  the  infant  rind  of  this  small  ilower 
Poison  hath  residence,  and  med'ciue  power : 

*  Fetters.  f  Chance,  fortune.  t  Spotted,  streaked. 

^  The  sun.  !|  Much,  U  Viitue. 
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For  this  being  smelt,  with  that  part  cheers  each  part ; 

Being  tasted  slays  all  senses  with  the  heart. 

Two  such  opposed  foes  encamp  them  still 

In  man  as  well  as  herbs,  grace,  and  rude  will ; 

And,  where  the  worser  is  predominant, 

Full  soon  the  canker-death  eats  up  that  plant. 

Unter  EOMEO. 

Bom.  Good  morrow,  father ! 

Fri.  Benedicite  ! 
'^Vhat  early  tongue  so  sweet  saluteth  me  ?— 
Young  son,  it  argues  a  distemper'd  head, 
So  soon  to  bid  good  morrow  to  thy  bed : 
Care  keeps  his  watch  in  every  old  man's  eye, 
And  where  care  lodges,  sleep  will  never  lie ; 
But  where  unbruised  youth  with  unstuff'd  brain 
Doth  couch  his  limbs,  there  golden  sleep  doth  reign  : 
Therefore  thy  earliness  doth  me  assure, 
Thou  art  up-roused  by  some  distemp'rature ; 
Or,  if  not  so,  then  here  I  hit  it  right — 
Oiu:  Romeo  hath  not  been  in  bed  to-night. 

Rom.  That  last  is  true,  the  sweeter  rest  was  mine. 

Fri.  God  pardon  sin  !  wast  thou  with  Rosaline  ? 

Rom.  "With  Rosahne,  my  ghostly  father  ?  no ; 
I  have  forgot  that  name,  and  that  name's  woe. 

Fri.  That's  my  good  son :  But  where  hast  thou  been  then  ? 

Rom.  I'll  tell  thee,  ere  thou  ask  it  me  again. 
I  have  been  feasting  with  mine  enemy ; 
"Where,  on  a  sudden,  one  hath  woundea  me, 
That's  by  me  wounded ;  both  our  remedies 
Within  thy  help  and  holy  physic  lies : 
I  bear  no  hatred,  blessed  man  ;  for,  lo, 
My  intercession  likewise  steads  my  foe. 

Fri.  Be  plain,  good  son,  and  homely  in  thy  drift ; 
Riddling  confession  finds  but  riddUng  shrift. 

Rom.  Then  plainly  know,  my  heart's  dear  love  is  set 
On  the  fair  daughter  of  rich  Capulet : 
As  mine  on  her.s,  so  hers  is  set  on  mine ; 
And  all  combined  save  what  thou  must  combine 
By  holy  marriage :  When,  and  where,  and  how, 
AVe  met,  we  woo'd,  and  made  exchange  of  vow, 
I'll  tell  thee  as  we  pass ;  but  this  I  pray. 
That  thou  consent  to  marry  us  this  day. 

Fri.  Holy  Saint  Francis  !  what  a  change  is  here ! 
Is  Rosaline,  whom  thou  didst  love  so  dear, 
So  soon  forsaken  ?  young  men's  love  then  lies 
iS^ot  truly  in  their  hearts^  but  in  their  eyes. 
Jesii.  Maria !  what  a  deal  of  brine 
Hath  wash'd  thy  sallow  cheeks  for  Rosaline  ! 
How  much  salt  water  thrown  away  in  waste. 
To  season  love,  that  of  it  doth  not  "taste  ! 
Tlie  sun  not  yet  thy  sighs  from  heaven  clears, 
Thy  old  groans  ring  yet  in  my  ancient  ears ; 
2  A  2 
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Lo,  here  upon  thy  cheek  the  stain  doth  sit 

Of  an  old  tear  that  is  not  wash'd  off  yet : 

If  e'er  thou  wast  thyself,  and  these  woes  thine, 

Thou  and  these  woes  were  all  for  Eosalinc ; 

And  art  thou  changed  ?  pronounce  this  sentence  then — 

Women  may  fall,  when  there's  no  strength  in  men. 

Horn.  Thou  cliid'st  me  oft  for  loving  Kosaline. 

Fri.  For  doting,  not  for  loving,  pupil  mine. 

Rom.  And  bad'st  me  bury  love. 

Fri.  IS'ot  in  a  grave, 
To  lay  one  in,  another  out  to  have. 

Mom.  I  pray  thee,  chide  not :  she,  whom  I  love  now. 
Doth  grace  for  grace,  and  love  for  love  allow ; 
The  otlier  did  not  so. 

Fri.  O,  she  knew  well. 
Thy  love  did  read  by  rote,  and  could  not  spell. 
But  come,  young  waverer,  come  go  with  me. 
In  one  respect  I'll  thy  assistant  be ; 
Tor  this  alliance  may  so  happy  prove. 
To  turn  your  households'  rancour  to  pure  love. 

Bom.  O,  let  us  hence  ;  I  stand  on  sudden  haste. 

Fri,  AA'isely,  and  slow ;  they  stumble,  that  run  fa.st.     [Exeuiii. 

SCENE  IV.— A  Street 
Enter  Benvolio  and  MERCrxiO. 

Mer.  Where  the  devil  should  this  Eomeo  be  ? — 
Came  he  not  home  to-night  ? 

Ben.  Mot  to  his  father  s;  I  spoke  with  his  man. 

Mer.  Ah,  that  same  pale  hard-hearted  wench,  that  Rosaline, 
Torments  him  so,  that  he  will  sure  run  mad. 

Ben.  Tybalt,  the  kinsman  of  old  Cupulet, 
Hath  sent  a  letter  to  his  father's  house. 

Mer.  A  challenge,  on  my  life. 

Ben.  Romeo  will  answer  it. 

Mer.  Any  man,  that  can  write,  may  answer  a  letter. 

Hen.  May,  he  will  answer  the  letter's  master,  how  he  dares 
being  dared. 

Mer.  Alas,  poor  Romeo,  he  is  already  dead ;  stabbed  with  a 
white  wench's  block  eye ;  shot  through  the  ear  with  a  love-soug ; 
the  very  pin  of  his  heart  cleft  with  the  blind  bow-boy's  butt-shaft. 
And  is  he  a  man  to  encounter  Tybalt  ? 

Ben.  Why,  what  is  Tybalt  ? 

Mer.  More  than  prince  of  cats,*  I  can  tell  you.  0,  ho  is  the 
courageous  captain  of  compliments.  Ho  fights  as  you  sing 
prick-song,t  keeps  time,  distance,  and  proportion ;  rests  me  his 
minim  rest,  one,  two,  and  the  third  in  your  bosom :  the  very 
butcher  of  a  silk  button,  a  duellist,  a  duellist;  a  gentleman  of  the 
very  first  house, — of  the  first  and  second  cause :  Ah,  the  immor- 
tal pa.ssado  !  the  punto  reverso  !  the  hay !  X 

Be)i.  The  what  ? 

*  In  the  stoi-y  of  Reynaxcl  the  Fox,  Tybert  is  the  prince  of  the  Cats. 
t  Jiy  notes  pricked  down.  t  All  terms  of  the  fencing  sctiooi. 
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Mer.  The  pox  of  such  antic,  lisping,  aSecting  fantasticoes ; 
these  new  tuners  of  accents  ! — By  Jesn,  a  very  good  blade ! — a 
veri/  tall  man  ! — a  very  good  wJiore  ! — Wh}',  is  not  this  a  lament- 
able thing,  grandsire,  that  we  should  be  thus  afllicted  with  these 
strange  flies,  these  fashion-mongers,  these  pardonnez-moys,  v  ho 
stand  so  much  on  the  new  form,  that  they  cannot  sit  at  ease  on 
the  old  bench  ?    O.  their  bo)is,  their  tons .' 

Enter  EOMEO. 

JBe)!.  Here  comes  Eomeo,  here  comes  Romeo. 

Mer.  Without  his  roe,  like  a  dried  herring: — O  flesh,  flesh, 
how  art  thou  fishified  !— Now  is  he  for  the  numbers  that  Petrarch 
flowed  in  :  Laura,  to  his  lady,  was  but  a  kitchen-wench  ; — marry, 
she  had  a  better  love  to  be-rhyme  her :  Dido,  a  dowdy ;  Cleopatra, 
a  gipsy ;  Helen  and  Hero,  hildings  and  harlots ;  Thisbe,  a  grey 
eje  or  so,  but  not  to  the  purpose. — Siguier  Eomeo,  5o»  jour  ! 
there's  a  Trench  salutation  to  your  French  slop.*  You  gave  ua 
the  counterfeit  fairly  last  night. 

Rom.  Good-morrow  to  you  both.  "VYhat  counterfeit  did  I  give 
you? 

Mer.  The  slip,  Sir,  the  slip ;  f  Can  you  not  conceive  ? 

Bom.  Pardon,  good  Mercutio,  my  business  was  great ;  and,  ia 
such  a  case  as  mine,  a  man  may  strain  courtesy. 

Mer.  That's  as  much  as  to  say— such  a  case  as  yours  constrains 
a  man  to  bow  in  the  hams. 

Rom.  Meaning — to  court'sy. 

Mer.  Thou  hast  most  kindly  hit  it. 

Rom.  A  most  courteous  exposition. 

Mer.  Nay,  I  am  the  very  pmk  of  courtesy. 

Rom.  Pink  for  flower. 

Mer.  Ei^ht. 

Rom.  AV  hy,  then  is  my  pump  J  well-flowered. 

Mer.  Well  said :  Follow  me  this  jest  now,  till  thou  hast  worn 
out  thy  pump  ;  that,  when  the  single  sole  of  it  is  worn,  the  jest 
may  remain,  after  the  wearing,  solely  singular. 

Rom.  O  single-soled  jest,  solely  singular  for  the  singleness ! 

Mer.  Come  between  us,  good  13envolio ;  my  wits  fail. 

Rom.  Switch  and  spurs,  switch  and  spurs ;  or  I'll  cry  a  match. 

Mer.  Nay,  if  thy  wits  run  the  wild-goose  chase,  I  have  done ; 
for  thou  hast  more  of  the  wild-goose  in  one  of  thy  wits,  than.  I 
am  sure,  I  have  m  my  whole  five :  Was  I  with  you  there  for  the 
goose  ? 

Rom.  Thou  wast  never  \^ ith  me  for  anything,  when  thou  A\ast 
not  there  for  the  goose. 

Mer.  I  will  bite  thee  by  the  ear  for  that  jest. 

Rom.  Nay,  good  goose,  bite  not. 

Mer.  Thy  wit  is  a  very  bitter  sweeting ;  §  it  is  a  most  sharp 
sauce. 

Rom.  And  is  it  not  well  served  in  to  a  sweet  goose  ? 

Mer.  O,  here's  a  wit  of  cheverel  ||  that  stretches  from  an  inch 
narrow  to  an  ell  broad  ! 

*  Trousers.  t  A  pun  on  coujiterfeit  money  called  slips. 

t  Shoe.  ^  An  apple.  ||  Soft  stretching  leather. 


368  EOMEO  AND  JULIET.  [ACT  II. 

Horn.  I  stretch  it  out  for  that  word — broad ;  which  added  to 
the  goose,  proves  thee  far  and  wide,  a  broad  goose. 

Mer.  Why,  is  not  this  better  now  than  groaning  for  love? 
now  art  thou  sociable,  now  art  thou  Borneo ;  now  art  thou  what 
thou  art,  by  art  as  well  as  by  nature ;  for  this  drivelling  love  is 
like  a  great  natural,  that  runs  lolling  up  and  down  to  hide  his 
bauble  in  a  hole. 

JBen.  Stop  there,  stop  there. 

Mer.  Thou  desirest  me  to  stop  in  my  tale  against  the  hair. 

JBen.  Thou  wouldst  else  have  made  thy  tale  large. 

Mer.  O,  thou  art  deceived,  I  would  have  made  it  short :  for  I 
was  come  to  the  whole  depth  of  my  tale  :  and  meant,  indeed,  to 
occupy  the  argument  no  longer. 

Bom.  Here's  goodly  geer ! 

i:nter  NUESE  and  Petee. 

Mer.  A  sail,  a  sail,  a  sail ! 

£en.  Two,  two ;  a  shirt,  and  a  smock. 

Nurse.  Peter  ! 

Peter.  Anon  ? 

Nurse.  My  fan,  Peter. 

Mer.  Pr'ythee,  do,  good  Peter,  to  hide  her  face ;  for  her  Can's 
the  fairer  of  the  two. 

Nurse.  God  ye  good  morrow,  gentlemen. 

Mer.  God  ye  good  den,*  fair  gentlewoman. 

Nurse.  Is  it  good  den  ? 

Mer.  'Tis  no  less,  I  tell  you ;  for  the  bawdy  hand  of  the  dial  is 
now  upon  the  prick  f  of  noon. 

Nurse.  Out  upon  you  !  what  a  man  are  you  ? 

Horn.  One,  gentlewoman,  that  God  hath  made  himself  to  mar. 

Nurse.  By  my  troth,  it  is  well  said ; — For  himself  to  mar, 
quoth'a  ? — Gentlemen,  can  any  of  you  tell  me  where  I  may  find 
the  young  Eomeo  ? 

Horn.  I  can  tell  you ;  but  young  Eomeo  will  be  older  when 
you  have  found  him,  than  he  was  when  you  sought  him :  I  am 
the  youn^st  of  that  name,  for  'fault  of  a  worse. 

Nurse,  i  ou  say  well. 

Mer.  Yea,  is  the  worst  well  ?  very  well  took,  i' faith ;  wisely, 
wisely. 

Nurse.  If  you  be  he.  Sir,  I  desire  some  confidence  with  you. 

Hen.  She  Avill  indite  him  to  some  supper. 

Mer.  A  bawd,  a  bawd,  a  bawd !  So  ho  ! 

Mom.  What  hast  thou  found  ? 

Mer.  No  hare,  Sir ;  unless  a  hare,  Sir,  in  a  lenten  pie,  that  is 
something  stale  and  hoar  ere  it  be  spent. 
An  old  hare  hoar,  X 
And  an  old  hare  hoar, 
Is  very  good  meat  in  lent  : 
But  a  Imre  that  is  hoar. 
Is  too  much  for  a  score, 
When  it  hoars  ere  it  he  spent. — 
Eomeo,  wiU  you  come  to  your  fiither's  ?  we'll  to  diuner  thither. 
*  Good  even.  f  Point.  J  Hoary,  mouldy. 
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Som.  I  will  follow  you. 

Mer.  Farewell,  ancieut  lady ;  farewell,  lady,  lady,*  lady. 

[JSxeitnt  MeSCUTIO  and  BenVOLIO. 

Nurse.  Marry,  farewell'. — I  pray  you,  Sir,  what  saucy  mer- 
chant f  was  this,  that  was  so  full  of  his  ropery  ?  X 

Horn.  A  gentleman,  nurse,  that  loves  to  hear  himself  talk  ;  and 
will  speak  more  in  a  minute,  than  he  will  stand  to  in  a'month. 

]!i't(rse.  An  'a  speak  anything  against  me,  I'll  take  him  down 
an  'a  were  lustier  than  he  is,  and  twenty  such  Jacks ;  and  if  1 
cannot,  I'll  find  those  that  shall.  Scurvy  knave  !  I  am  none  of 
his  flirt-gills ;  I  am  none  of  his  skains-mates  §  : — And  thou  must 
stand  by  too,  and  suffer  every  knave  to  use  me  at  his  plea- 
sure ? 

Pet.  I  saw  no  man  use  you  at  his  pleasure ;  if  I  had,  my  weapon 
should  quickly  have  been  out,  I  warrant  you :  I  dare  draw  as 
soon  as  another  man,  if  I  see  occasion  in  a  good  quarrel,  and  the 
law  on  my  side. 

Nurse.  Now,  afore  God,  I  am  so  vexed,  that  every  part  about 
me  quivers.  Scurvy  knave  ! — Pray  you.  Sir,  a  ivord  :  and  as  I 
told  you,  my  young  lady  bade  me  inquire  you  out  ;what  she 
bade  me  say.  I  will  keep  to  myself:  but  first  let  me  t€ll  ye,  if  ye 
should  lead  ner  into  a  fool's  paradise,  as  they  say :  it  were  a  very 
gross  kind  of  behaviour,  as  they  say:  for  the  gentlewoman  is 
young ;  and  therefore,  if  you  should  deal  double  with  her,  truly, 
it  were  an  ill  thing  to  be  offered  to  any  gentlewoman,  and  very 
weak  dealing. 

liom.  Nurse,  commend  me  to  thy  lady  and  mistress.  I  protest 
unto  thee, — 

Nurse.  Good  heart !  and,  i'  faith,  I  will  tell  her  as  much :  Lord, 
lord,  she  will  be  a  joyful  woman. 

Horn.  What  wilt  thou  tell  her,  nurse  ?  thou  dost  not  mark  me. 

Nurse.  I  Avill  tell  her.  Sir, — that  you  do  protest ;  which,  as  I 
take  it,  is  a  gentlemanlike  offer. 

Horn.  Bid  her  devise  some  means  to  come  to  shrift 
This  afternoon ; 

And  there  she  shall  at  friar  Lawrence'  cell 
Be  shrived  and  married.    Here  is  for  thy  pains. 

Nurse.  No,  truly.  Sir  ;  not  a  penny. 

Som.  Go  to;  I  say,  you  shall. 

Nurse.  This  afternoon.  Sir  ?  well,  she  shall  be  there. 

Horn.  And  stay,  good  nurse,  behind  the  Abbey  wall : 
"Within  this  hour  my  man  shall  be  with  thee  ; 
And  bring  thee  cords  made  like  a  tackled  stair; 
Which  to  the  high  top-gallant  of  my  joy 
Must  be  my  convoy  in  the  secret  night, 
farewell !— be  trusty,  and  I'll  quit  [',  thy  pams. 
Farewell : — Commend  me  to  thy  mistress. 

Nurse.  Now  God  in  lieaven  bless  thee  ! — Hark  you,  Sir. 

Bom.  What  .say'st  thou,  my  dear  nurse  ? 
*  The  burden  of  an  old  song, 
t  A  term  in  contradistinction  to  gentleman, 
j  Roguery — jiarrot  impudence. 

i  Equivalent,  I  suppose,  to  milliner- girls  (skein-hauidlers). 
il  Requite. 
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Nurse.  Is  your  man  secret  ?  Did  you  ne'er  hear  say- 
Two  may  keep  counsel,  putting  one  away  ? 

Bom.  I  warrant  thee ;  my  man's  as  true  as  steel. 

Nurse.  Well,  Sir ;  my  mistress  is  the  sweetest  lady — Lord, 
lord  !  when  'twas  a  little  prating  thing, — O, — there's  a  noblemau 
in  town,  one  Paris,  that  would  fain  lay  knife  alx)ard ;  but  she, 
good  souf,  had  as  lieve  see  a  toad,  a  very  toad,  as  see  him.  I 
anger  her  sometimes,  and  tell  her  that  Paris  is  the  properer  man  ; 
but  I'll  warrant  you,  when  I  say  so,  she  looks  as  pale  as  any  clout 
in  the  varsal  world.  Doth  not  rosemary  and  Eomeo  begin  both 
with  a  letter  ? 

Horn.  Ay,  nurse ;  What  of  that ;  both  with  an  R. 

Nurse.  Ah,  mocker  !  that's  the  dog's  name.  R.  is  for  the  dog. 
No ;  I  know  it  begins  with  some  other  letter :  and  she  hath  the 
prettiest  sententious  of  it,  of  you  and  rosemary,  that  it  would  do 
you  good  to  hear  it. 

JSom.  Commend  me  to  thy  lady.  [Exit. 

Nurse.  Ay,  a  thousand  times. — Peter ! 

Pe/.  Anon  ? 

Nurse.  Peter,  take  my  fan,  and  go  before.  [Exeunt. 

SCENE  r.—CxFVLET's  Garden. 

Enter  Juliet. 

Jul.  The  clock  struck  nine,  when  I  did  send  the  nurse ; 
In  half  an  hour  she  promised  to  return. 
Perchance,  she  cannot  meet  him  :  that's  not  so. — 
O,  she  is  lame  I  love's  heralds  should  be  thoughts, 
"NA'hich  ten  times  faster  glide  than  the  sun's  beams. 
Driving  back  shadows  over  lowring  hills : 
Therefore  do  nimble-pinion'd  doves  draw  love. 
And  therefore  hath  the  wind  swift  Cupid  wings. 
Now  is  the  sun  upon  the  highmost  hill 
Of  this  day's  journey  :  and  from  nine  till  twelve 
Is  three  long  hours,  yet  she  is  not  come. 
Had  she  affections,  and  Avarm  youthful  blood. 
She'd  be  as  swift  in  motion  as  a  ball ; 
My  words  would  bandy  *  her  to  my  sweet  love, 
And  his  to  me  : 

But  old  folks,  many  feign  as  they  were  dead ; 
Unwieldy,  slow,  heavy,  and  pale  as  lead. 

Enter  NUESE  and  Peteb. 
0  God,  sbe  comes  ! — O  honey  nurse,  what  news  ? 
Hast  thou  met  ^^ith  him  ?  Send  thy  man  away. 

Nurse.  Peter,  stay  at  the  gate.  [E.i-it  Peter. 

Jul.  Now,  good  sweet  nurse, — O  lord  !  why  look'st  thou  sad  ? 
Though  news  be  sad,  yet  tell  them  merrily  ; 
If  good,  thou  sham'st  the  music  of  sweet  news, 
By  playing  it  to  me  with  so  sour  a  face. 

Nurse.  1  am  weary,  give  me  leave  a  while ; — 
Fie,  bow  my  bones  ache  !  what  a  jaunt  have  I  had ! 

*  Drive  her,  as  a  ball  struck  with  a  bar.cl>  — a  bat. 
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Jul.  I  would,  thou  had'tft  my  bones,  and  I  thy  news  : 
Nay,  come,  I  pray  thee,  speak ; — good,  good  nurse,  speak. 

Isurse.  Jesu  !  What  haste  ?  can  you  not  stay  awhile  ? 
Do  you  not  see,  that  I  am  out  of  breath  ? 

Jvl.  How  art  thou  out  of  breath,  ■\\  hen  thou  hast  breath 
To  say  to  me — that  thou  art  out  of  breath  ? 
The  excuse,  that  thou  dost  make  in  this  delay, 
Is  longer  than  the  tale  thou  dost  excuse. 
Is  thy  news  good,  or  bad  ?  answer  to  that : 
Say  cither,  and  I'll  stay  the  circumstance  : 
Let  me  be  satisfied,  Is't  good  or  bad  ? 

Xurse.  ^^'el!,  you  have  made  a  simple  choice ;  you  know  not 
how  to  choose  a  man :  Komeo  !  no,  not  he :  though  hLs  face  be 
better  than  any  man's,  yet  his  leg  excels  all  men's ;  and  for  a 
hand,  and  a  foot,  and  a  body, — though  they  be  not  to  be  talked 
on,  yet  they  are  past  compare  :  He  is  not  the  flower  of  courtesy, 
but,  I'll  warrant  him,  as  gentle  as  a  lamb. — Go  thy  ways,  wench ; 
serve  God. — AVhat,  have  you  dined  at  home  ? 

Jul.  No,  no  :  But  all  this  did  I  know  before. 
^Vhat  says  he  to  our  marriage  ?  what  of  that  ? 

Nurse.  Lord,  how  my  head  aches!  what  a  head  have  I 
It  beats  as  it  would  fall  in  twenty  pieces. 
My  back  o' t'other  side,— O,  my  back,  my  back  ! — 
Beshrew  your  heart,  for  sending  me  about, 
To  catch  my  death,  with  jaunting  up  and  down  ! 

Jul.  I'faith,  I  am  sorry  that  thou  art  not  well : 
Sweet,  sweet,  sweet  nurse,  tell  me,  what  says  my  love  ? 

Nurse.  Your  love  says  like  an  honest  gentleman, 
And  a  courteous,  and  a  kind,  and  a  handsome, 
And,  I  warrant,  a  ^■irtuous  : — "Where  is  your  mother  ? 

Jul.  "Where  is  my  mother? — why,  she  is  ^vithin  ; 
"NMicre  should  she  be  ?    How  oddly  thou  reply 'st ! 
Your  love  says  like  an  Iionest  gentlemar:, — 
JFl/ere  is  your  mother  ? 

Nurse.  O,  God's  lady  dear  ! 
-\re  you  so  hot  ?    ilarry,  come  up,  I  trow  ; 
Is  this  the  poultice  for  my  aching  bones  ? 
Henceforward  do  your  messages  yourself 

Jul.  Here's  such  a  coil,— come,  what  says  Romeo  ? 

Nurse.  Have  you  got  leave  to  go  to  shrift  to-day  ? 

Jrl.  I  have. 

Nurse.  Then  hie  you  hence  to  friar  Laurence'  cell, 
There  stays  a  husband  to  make  you  a  wife : 
Now  comes  the  wanton  blood  up  iu  your  cheeks. 
They"!!  be  in  scarlet  straight  at  any  news. 
Hie  >  ou  to  church  ;  I  must  another  way, 
To  fetcli  a  ladder,  by  the  ^^  hicli  your  love 
Must  climb  a  bird's  nest  soon,  when  it  is  dark  : 
I  am  the  drudge,  and  toil  in  your  delight ; 
But  you  shall  bear  the  burden  soon  at  night. 
Go.  I'll  to  dinner,  hie  you  to  the  cell. 

Jul.  Hie  to  high  fortune ! — honest  nurse,  farewell.      [Bxevnf. 


3821  EOMEO  AND  JULIET.  [ACTIII. 

SCENE  VI.— Friar  Laueexce's  Cell. 
Enter  Friar  Laueexce  and  EoiiEO. 

Fri.  So  smile  the  heavens  upon  this  holy  act, 
That  after-hours  with  sorrow  chide  us  not ! 

Horn.  Amen,  amen  !  but  come  what  sorrow  can, 
It  cannot  countervail  the  exchange  of  joy 
That  one  short  minute  gives  me  in  her  sight : 
Do  thou  but  close  our  hands  with  holy  \vords, 
Then  love-devouring  death  do  what  he  dare, 
It  is  enough  I  may  but  call  her  mine. 

Fri.  These  violent  delights  have  violent  ends. 
And  in  their  triumph  die ;  like  fire  and  powder, 
Which,  as  they  kiss,  consume :  The  sweetest  honey 
Is  loathsome  in  his  own  deliciousness. 
And  in  the  taste  confounds  the  appetite : 
Therefore,  love  moderately ;  long  love  doth  so ; 
Too  swift  arrives  as  tardy  as  too  slow. 

Enter  JtJllET. 
Here  comes  the  lady : — O,  so  light  a  foot 
Will  ne'er  wear  out  the  everlasting  flint : 
A  lover  may  bestride  the  gossamers 
That  idle  in  the  wanton  summer  air, 
And  yet  not  fall ;  so  light  is  vanity. 

Jul.  Good  even  to  ray  ghostly  confessor. 

Fri.  Romeo  shall  thank  thee,  daughter,  for  us  both. 

Jul.  As  much  to  him,  else  are  his  thanks  too  much. 

Eotn.  Ah,  Juliet,  if  the  measure  of  thy  joy 
Be  heap'd  like  mine,  and  that  thy  skill  be  more 
To  blazon  it,  then  sweeten  with  thy  breath 
This  neighbour  air,  and  let  rich  music's  tongue, 
Unfold  the  imagined  happiness  that  both 
Receive  in  either  by  this  dear  encounter. 

Jul.  Conceit,*  more  rich  in  matter  than  in  words, 
Brags  of  his  substance,  not  of  ornament : 
They  are  but  beggars  that  can  count  their  worth  ; 
But  my  true  love  is  grown  to  such  excess, 
I  cannot  sum  up  half  my  sura  of  wealth. 

Fri.  Come,  come  Anth  me,  and  we  will  make  short  work ; 
For,  by  your  leaves,  you  shall  not  stay  alone. 
Till  holy  church  incorporate  two  in  one.  lE.reuni. 


ACT  III. 
SCENE  I.— A  public  place. 
Enter  Meecutio,  Benvolio,  Page,  and  Servants. 
Ben.  I  pray  you,  good  Mercutio,  let's  retire ; 
The  day  is  hot,  the  Capulets  abroad. 
And,  if  we  meet,  we  shall  not  'scape  a  brawl ; 
For  now  these  hot  days,  is  the  mad  blood  stirring. 
*  Ima'-ination. 
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Mer.  Thou  art  like  one  of  those  fellows,  that,  when  he  enters 
the  confines  of  a  tavern,  claps  me  his  sword  upon  the  table,  and 
says,  God  send  me  no  need  of  thee  !  and,  by  the  operation  of  the 
second  cup,  draws  it  on  the  drawer,  when,  indeed,  there  is  no 
need. 

Ben.  Am  I  hke  such  a  fellow  ? 

Mer.  Come,  come,  thou  art  as  hot  a  Jack  in  thy  mood  as  any 
in  Italy  ;  and  as  soon  moved  to  be  moody,  and  as  soon  moody  to 
be  moved. 

Ben.  And  what  to  ? 

Mer.  Nay,  an  there  were  two  such,  we  should  have  none 
shortly,  for  one  would  kill  the  other.  Thou !  why  thou  wilt 
quarrel  with  a  man  that  hath  a  hair  more,  or  a  hair  less,  in  his 
beard,  than  thou  hast.  Thou  wilt  quarrel  Avith  a  man  for  crack- 
ing nuts,  having  no  other  reason  but  because  thou  hast  hazel 
ej-es ;  What  eye,  but  such  an  eye,  would  spy  out  such  a  quarrel  ? 
Thy  head  is  as  full  of  quarrels,  as  an  egg  is  full  of  meat ;  and  yet 
thy  head  hath  been  beaten  as  addle  as  an  egg,  for  quarrelling. 
Thou  hast  quarrelled  with  a  man  for  coughing  in  the  street 
because  he  hath  wakened  thy  dog  that  hath  lain  asleep  in  the 
sun.  Didst  thou  not  fall  out  with  a  tailor  for  wearing  his  new 
doublet  before  Ea.ster  ?  with  another,  for  tying  his  new  shoes  ^vith 
old  ribband  ?  and  yet  thou  wilt  tutor  me  from  quarrelhng  ! 

Ben.  An  I  were  so  apt  to  quarrel  as  thou  art,  any  man  should 
buy  the  fee-simple  of  my  life  for  an  hour  and  a  quarter. 

3Ier.  The  fee-simple  ?    O  simple ! 

Enter  Tybalt,  and  others. 

Ben.  By  my  head,  here  come  the  Capulets. 

Mer.  By  my  heel,  I  care  not. 

Tyb.  Follow  me  close,  for  I  will  speak  to  them. — Gentlemen, 
good  den  :  a  word  with  one  of  you. 

Mer.  And  but  one  word  with  one  of  us  ?  Couple  it  with  some- 
thing ;  make  it  a  word  and  a  blow. 

Tyb.  You  will  find  me  apt  enough  to  that,  Sir,  if  you  will  give 
me  occasion. 

Mer.  Could  you  not  take  some  occasion  without  giving  ? 

Tyb.  ]Mercutio,  thou  consortest  with  Komeo, — 

Mer.  Consort  ?  what,  dost  thou  make  us  minstrels  ?  an  thou 
make  minstrels  of  us,  look  to  hear  nothing  but  discords :  here's 
my  fiddle-stick;  here's  that  shall  make  you  dance.  'Zounds, 
consort ! 

Ben.  "We  talk  here  in  the  public  haunt  of  men : 
Either  withdraw  into  some  private  place, 
Or  reason  coldly  of  your  grievances. 
Or  else  depart ;  here  all  eyes  gaze  on  us. 

Mer.  Men's  eyes  were  made  to  look,  and  let  them  gaze ; 
I  will  not  budge  for  no  man's  pleasure,  I. 
Enter  EoMEO. 

Tyb.  "Well,  peace  be  with  you,  Sir !  here  comes  my  man. 

3Ier.  But  I'll  be  liang'd,  Sir,  if  he  wear  your  livery : 
INIarry,  go  before  to  field,  he'll  be  your  follower ; 
Your  worship,  in  that  sense,  may  call  him — man. 
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Tijb.  llomeo,  the  hate  I  bear  thee,  can  afford 
Ko  better  term  than  this — Thou  art  a  villain. 

Rom.  Tybalt,  the  reason  that  I  have  to  love  thee 
Doth  much  excuse  the  appertaining  rage 
To  such  a  greeting : — Villain  am  I  none; 
Therefore  farewell ;  I  see,  thou  know'st  me  not. 

Tyb.  Eoy,  this  shall  not  excuse  the  injuries 
That  thou  hast  done  me ;  therefore  turn,  and  draw. 

Rom.  I  do  protest,  I  never  injured  thee ; 
But  love  thee  better  than  thou  canst  devise, 
Till  thou  shalt  know  the  reason  of  my  love  : 
And  so,  good  Capulet, — which  name  I  tender 
As  dearly  as  mine  own, — be  satisfied. 

Mer.  O  calm,  dishonourable,  vile  submission  ! 
A  la  -stoccata*  carries  it  away.  [Draws. 

Tybalt,  you  rat-catcher,  will  you  walk  ? 

Ti/b.  \yhat  wouldst  thou  have  with  me  ? 

Mei:  Good  king  of  cats,  nothing,  but  one  of  your  nine  lives ; 
that  I  mean  to  make  bold  withal,  and,  as  you  shall  use  me  here- 
after, dry-beat  the  rest  of  the  eight.  Will  you  pluck  your  sword 
out  of  his  pilchert  by  the  ears  ?  make  haste,  lest  mine  be  about 
your  ears  ere  it  be  out. 

l^i/b.  I  am  for  you.  {^Drawing. 

Rom.  Gentle  Mercutio,  put  thy  rapier  up. 

Mer.  Come,  Sir,  your  passado.  \_They  fight, 

Rom.  Draw,  Benvolio ; 
Beat  down  their  weapons : — Gentlemen,  for  shame 
Porbear  this  outrage ; — Tybalt — Mercutio — 
The  prince  expressly  hath  forbid  this  bandying 
In  Verona  streets  :— hold,  Tybalt ;— good  Mercutio. 

\_lSxeiiiit  Tybalt  and  his  partisans. 

Mer.  I  am  hurt ; — 
A  plague  o'  both  the  houses ! — I  am  sped  : — 
Is  he  gone,  and  hath  nothing  ? 

Ben.  "What,  art  thou  hurt  ? 

Mer.  Ay,  ay,  a  scratch,  a  scratch ;  marry,  'tis  enough. — 
"Where  is  my  page  ? — go,  villain,  fetch  a  surgeon.        lUxit  Page. 

Rom.  Courage,  man ;  the  hurt  cannot  be  much. 

3fer.  No,  'tis  not  so  deep  as  a  well,  nor  so  wide  as  a  church 
door ;  but  'tis  enough,  'twill  serve :  ask  for  me  to-morrow,  and 
you  shall  find  me  a  grave  man.  I  am  peppered,  I  warrant, 
for  this  world: — A  plague  o'  both  your  houses! — Zounds,  a 
dog,  a  rat,  a  mouse,  a  cat,  to  scratch  a  man  to  death !  a  brag- 
gart, a  rogue,  a  villain,  that  fights  by  the  book  of  arithmetic  ! — 
■Why,  the  devil,  came  you  between  us  ?  I  was  hurt  under  your 
arm. 

Rom.  I  thought  all  for  the  best. 

Mer.  Help  me  into  some  house,  Benvolio, 
Or  I  shall  faint. — A  plague  o'  both  your  houses  ! 
They  have  made  worm's  meat  of  me  : 
I  have  it,  and  soundly  too : — Your  houses  ! 

[Hxeunt  Meecutio  and  Be>'YOLIO. 
*  Tlirust  or  stab.  t  Case  or  scabbard. 
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Horn.  Tliis  gentleman,  the  prince's  near  ally, 
:M.v  very  friend,  hath  got  his  mortal  hurt 
In  my  behalf;  my  reputation  stain'd 
With  Tybalt's  slander,  Tybalt,  that  an  hour 
Hath  been  my  kinsman  : — O  sweet  Juliet, 
Thy  beauty  hath  made  me  effeminate. 
And  in  my  temper  softeu'd  valour's  steel. 

Re-enier  Benvolio. 

Ben.  O  Eomeq,  Romeo,  brave  Mercutio  's  dead  ; 
That  gallant  spirit  hath  asjnred  the  clouds, 
"Which  too  untimely  here  did  scorn  the  earth. 

Rom.  This  day's  black  fate  on  more  days  doth  depend ; 
This  but  begins  the  woe,  others  must  end. 

Re-enter  TybalT. 

Ren.  Here  comes  the  furious  Tybalt  back  ngain. 

Rom.  Alive  !  in  triumph  !  and  Mercutio  slain  ! 
Away  to  heaven,  respective*  lenity, 
And  fire-ey'd  fury  be  my  conductf  now ! — 
Now,  Tybalt,  take  the  villain  back  again, 
That  late  thou  gav'st  me ;  for  Jlercutio's  soul 
Is  but  a  little  way  above  our  heads. 
Staying  for  thine  to  keep  him  company ; 
Either  thou,  or  I,  or  both,  must  go  with  him. 

Tifb.  Thou,  wretched  boy,  that  didst  consort  him  here, 
Shait  with  him  hence. 

Rom.  This  shall  determine  that.      [TheyfigJit;  Tyb.\1.t  falls. 

Ben.  Romeo,  away,  be  gone  ! 
The  citizens  are  up,  and  Tybalt  slain  : 
Stand  not  amazed : — the  prince  will  doom  thee  death, 
If  thou  art  taken : — hence  ! — be  gone ! — away  ! 

Rom.  O  !  I  am  fortune's  fool ! 

Ben.  Why  dost  thou  stay  ?  [Exit  RoxiEO. 

Enter  CITIZENS,  J\-c. 

1  Cif.  Which  way  ran  he,  that  kill'd  Mercutio  ? 
T\balt,  that  murderer,  which  way  i-an  he ? 

Ben.  There  lies  that  Tybalt. 

1  at.  Up,  Sir,  go  with  me ; 
I  charge  thee  in  the  prince's  name,  obey. 

Enter  PfilNCE,  attended;   MONTAGUE,  CaPULET,   t/ieir  Wives 
and  others. 

Prin.  Where  are  the  vile  beginners  of  this  fray  ? 

Ben.  O  noble  prince,  I  can  discover  all 
The  unlucky  manage  of  this  fotal  brawl : 
There  lies  the  man  slain  by  young  Romeo, 
That  slew  thj'  kinsman,  brave  Mercutio. 

La.  Cap.  Tybalt^  my  cousin  !— O  niy  brother's  child ! 
Unhappy  sight !  ah  me,  the  blood  is  spill'd 

*  Consitlerate.  t  Conductor. 
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Of  my  dear  kinsman ! — Prince,  as  thou  art  true  * 
Eor  blood  of  ours  shed  blood  of  Montague. — 

0  cousin,  cousin ! 

Frin.  Benvolio,  who  began  this  bloody  fray  ? 

Ben.  Tybalt,  here  slain,  whom  Eomeo's  hand  did  slay ; 
Romeo  that  spoke  him  fair,  bade  him  bethink 
How  nicet  the  quarrel  was,  and  urged  withal 
Your  high  displeasure  : — All  this — uttered 
With  gentle  breath,  calm  look,  knees  humbly  bow'd, — 
Could  not  take  truce  with  the  unruly  spleen 
Of  Tybalt  deaf  to  peace,  but  that  he  tilts 
With  piercing  steel  at  bold  Mercutio's  breast ; 
Who,  all  as  hot,  turns  deadly  point  to  point. 
And,  with  a  martial  scorn,  with  one  hand  beats 
Cold  death  aside,  and  with  the  other  sends 
It  back  to  Tybalt,  whose  dexterity 
Retorts  it :  Romeo  he  cries  aloud. 

Hold,  friends !  friends,  part !  and,  swifter  than  his  tongue^ 
His  agile  arm  beats  down  their  fatal  points. 
And  'twixt  them  rushes ;  underneath  whose  arm 
An  envious  thrust  from  Tybalt  hit  the  life 
Of  stout  Mercutio,  and  then  Tybalt  fled : 
But  by  and  by  comes  back  to  Romeo, 
Who  had  but  newly  entertain'd  revenge, 
And  to't  they  go  like  lightning ;  for,  ere  I 
Could  draw  to  part  them,  was  stout  Tybalt  slain  ; 
And,  as  he  fell,  did  Romeo  turn  and  fly : 
This  is  the  truth,  or  let  Benvolio  die. 

La.  Cap.  He  is  a  kinsman  to  the  Montague, 
Affection  makes  him  false,  he  speaks  not  true : 
Some  twenty  of  them  fought  in  this  black  strife. 
And  all  those  twenty  could  but  kill  one  life : 

1  beg  for  justice,  which  thou,  prince,  must  give  ; 
Romeo  slew  Tybalt,  Romeo  must  not  live. 

Prin.  Romeo  slew  him,  he  slew  Mercutio  ; 
Who  now  the  price  of  his  dear  blood  doth  owe  ? 

Mon.  Not  Romeo,  prin(!e,  he  was  Mercutio's  friend ; 
His  fault  concludes  but,  what  the  law  should  end. 
The  life  of  Tybalt. 

Prin.  And,  for  that  offence, 
Immediately  we  do  exile  him  hence : 
I  have  an  interest  in  your  hates'  proceeding. 
My  blood  for  your  rude  brawls  doth  lie  a  bleeding ; 
But  I'll  amerce  you  with  so  strong  a  fine. 
That  you  sh;ill  all  repent  the  loss  of  mine : 
I  will  be  deaf  to  pleading  and  excuses  ; 
Nor  tears,  nor  prayers,  shall  purchase  out  abuses, 
Therefore  use  none  :  let  Romeo  hence  in  haste, 
Else,  when  he's  found,  that  hour  is  his  last. 
Bear  hence  this  body,  and  attend  our  vrill : 
Mercy  but  murders,  pardoning  those  that  kill.  \_Exeunt. 

*  Just.  1-  Petty. 
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SCENE  II.— A  Boom  in  Capulet's  Souse. 
Enter  JuLIET. 
Jul.  Grallop  apace,  you  fiery-footed  steeds, 
Towards  Phoebus'  mansion ;  such  a  waggoner 
As  Phaeton  would  whip  you  to  the  west, 
And  bring  in  cloudy  night  immediately. — 
Spread  thy  close  curtain,  love-performing  night ! 
That  soon  day's  eyes  *  may  wink ;  and  Romeo 
Leap  to  these  arms,  untalk'd  of,  and  unseen  ! — 
Lovers  can  see  to  do  their  amorous  rites 
By  their  own  beauties  :  or,  if  love  be  blind. 
It  best  agrees  with  night. — Come,  civil  f  night. 
Thou  sober-suited  matron,  all  in  black, 
And  learn  me  how  to  lose  a  winning  match, 
Play'd  for  a  pair  of  stainless  maidennoods : 
Hood  my  unmann'd  blood  bating^  in  my  cheeks, 
With  thy  black  mantle ;  till  strange  love,  grown  bold, 
Think  true  love  acted,  simple  modesty. 
Come,  night !— Come,  Eomeo  !  come,  thou  day  in  night ! 
For  thou  «ilt  lie  upon  the  wings  of  night 
Whiter  than  new  snow  on  a  raven's  back. — 
Come,  gentle  night ;  come  loving,  black -brow'd  night, 
Give  me  my  Romeo  :  and,  when  he  shall  die. 
Take  him  and  cut  him  out  in  little  stars. 
And  he  will  make  the  face  of  heaven  so  fine, 
That  all  the  world  will  be  in  love  with  night, 
And  jpay  no  worship  to  the  garish  sun. — 
O,  I  nave  bought  the  mansion  of  a  love. 
But  not  possess'd  it ;  and,  though  I  am  sold, 
Not  yet  enjoy'd  :  So  tedious  is  this  day. 
As  is  the  night  before  some  festival 
To  an  impatient  child,  that  hath  new  robes. 
And  may  not  wear  them,    O,  here  comes  my  nurse, 

Enter  Is  UBSE,  with  Cords. 
And  she  brings  news ;  and  every  tongue,  that  speaks 
I3ut  Romeo's  name,  speaks  heavenly  eloquence. — 
Now,  nurse,  what  news  ?  What  hast  thou  there,  the  cords. 
That  Eomeo  bade  thee  fetch  ? 

Nurse.  Ay,  ay,  the  cords.  [Throics  them  down. 

Jul.  Ah  me  !  what  news  ?  why  dost  thou  wring  thy  hands  ? 

Nurse.  Ah  well-a-day  !  he's  dead,  he's  dead,  he's  dead  ! 
We  are  undone,  lady,  we  are  undone ! — 
Alack  the  day  ! — he's  gone,  he's  killed,  he's  dead ! 

Jtd.  Can  heaven  be  so  envious  ? 

Nurse.  Romeo  can. 
Though  heaven  cannot :— O  Romeo  !  Romeo  ! — 
AVho  ever  would  have  thought  it  ? — Romeo  I 

Jul.  What  devil  art  thou,  that  dost  torment  me  thus  ? 
This  torture  should  be  roar'd  in  dismal  hell. 

*  In  all  former  editions,    "  runaways."     The  emendation  is  by  Mr. 
Dyce.  t  Grave  *  Fluttering:. 
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Hath  Eomeo  t^lain  himself  ?  say  thou  but  /,* 
And  that  hare  vowel  1  shall  poison  more 
Than  the  death-darting  eye  of  cockatrice : 
I  am  not  I,  if  there  be  such  an  I; 
Or  those  eyes  shut,  that  make  thee  answer,  7. 
If  he  be  slain,  say — /;  or  if  not,  no : 
Brief  sounds  determine  of  my  weal,  or  woe. 

Nui-se.  I  saw  the  wound,  I  saw  it  with  mine  eyes, — 
God  save  the  mark  ! — here  on  his  manly  breast : 
A  piteous  corse,  a  bloody  piteous  corse  ; 
Pale,  pale  as  ashes,  all  bedaub'd  in  blood. 
All  in  gore  blood  ;  I  sownded  at  the  sight. 

Jul.  O  break,  my  heart  1 — poor  bankrupt,  break  at  once ! 
To  prison,  eyes  !  ne'er  look  on  liberty  I 
Vile  earth,  to  earth  resign  ;  end  motion  here ; 
And  thou,  and  Ilomeo,  press  one  heavy  bier  ! 

Nurse.  O  Tybalt,  Tybalt,  the  best  friend  I  had ! 
O  courteous  Ty^^alt !  honest  gentleman  ! 
That  ever  I  should  live  to  see  thee  dead  ! 

Jul.  AVhat  storm  is  this  that  blows  so  contrary  ? 
Is  Romeo  slaughter'd ;  and  is  Tybalt  dead  ? 
^ly  dear -loved  cousin,  and  my  dearer  lord  ? — 
'J'hen  dreadful  trumpet,  soimd  the  general  doom  ! 
Por  who  is  living,  if  those  two  are  gone  ? 

Nurse.  Tj'balt  is  gone,  and  Romeo  banished ; 
Romeo  that  kill'd  him,  he  is  banished. 

Jul.  O  God  !  did  Romeo's  hand  shed  Tybalt's  blood  ? 

Nurse.  It  did,  it  did ;  alas  the  day  !  it  did. 

Jul.  O  serpent  heart,  hid  with  a  flow'ring  face ! 
Did  ever  dragon  keep  so  fair  a  cave  ? 
Beautiful  tyrant !  fiend  angelical ! 
Dove-feather'd  raven  !  wolvish-ravening  lamb  ! 
J)esi)ised  substance  of  divinest  show  ! 
Just  opywsite  to  what  thou  justly  ^eem'st, 
A  damned  saint,  an  honourable  villain  ! — 
O.  nature  !  what  hadst  thou  to  do  in  hell, 
When  thou  didst  bower  the  spirit  of  a  fiend 
In  mortal  i)aradi-'e  of  such  sweet  flesh  ? 
\Vas  ever  book,  containing  such  vile  matter, 
So  fairly  bound  ?    O,  that  deceit  should  dwell 
In  such  a  gorgeous  palace  I 

Nurse.  There's  no  trust, 
Ko  faith,  no  honesty  in  men  ;  all  perjurM, 
All  forsworn,  all  naught,  all  dis.-^emblers. — 
Ah,  Where's  my  man  ?  give  nie  some  aqnarUce : — 
These  griefs,  these  woes,  these  sorrows  make  me  old. 
Shame  come  to  Romeo  ! 

Jul.  Blister'd  be  thy  tongue, 
For  such  a  wish  !  he  was  not  born  to  shame. 
Upon  his  brow  shame  is  ashamed  to  sit  ; 
For  'tis  a  throne  where  honour  may  be  'i-fiV)  n'd 

*  In  Sliak-jicare'-  time  the  a.ffLrmaf.v('  ;'n.i-;!clc  ay  w.-'  i>-,r,  :y  v.i^cn  /. 
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Sole  monarch  of  the  universal  earth. 
O,  what  a  beast  was  I  to  chide  at  him  ! 

Nurse.  Will  you  speak  well  of  him  that  kili'd  your  cousin  ? 

Jul.  Shall  I  speak  ill  of  him  that  is  my  husband  ? 
Ah,  poor  my  lord,  what  tongue  shall  smooth*  thy  name. 
When  I,  thy  three-hours  wife,  have  mangled  it? — 
But,  wherefore,  villain,  didst  thou  kill  my  cousin  ? 
That  villain  cousin  would  have  kili'd  my  husband  : 
Back,  foolish  tears,  back  to  your  native  spring ; 
Tour  tributary  drops  belong  to  woe. 
Which  you,  mistaking,  offer  up  to  joy. 
My  husband  lives,  that  Tybalt  would  have  slain  ; 
And  Tybalt's  dead,  that  would  have  slain  my  husband  : 
All  this  is  comfort ;  Wherefore  weep  I  then  ? 
Some  word  there  was,  worser  than  Tybalt's  death, 
That  murder'd  me :  I  would  forget  it  fain ; 
But.  O  !  it  presses  to  my  memory. 
Like  damned  guilty  deeds  to  sinners'  minds : 
Tybalt  is  dead,  and  Someo — banished  ; 
That — banished,  that  one  word — banished, 
Hath  slain  ten  thousand  Tybalts.    Tybalt's  death 
Was  woe  enough,  if  it  had  ended  there : 
Or, — if  sour  woe  delights  in  fellowship. 
And  needly  will  be  rank'd  with  other  griefs, — 
Wliy  follow'd  not,  when  she  said — l^halt's  dead. 
Thy  father,  or  thy  mother,  nay,  or  both. 
Which  modern  f  lamentation  might  have  moved  ? 
But,  with  a  rear-ward  follomng  Tybalt's  death, 
Someo  is  banished, — to  speak  that  word. 
Is  father,  mother,  Tybalt,  Eomeo,  Juliet, 
All  slain,  all  dead  : — Romeo  is  banished, — 
There  is  no  end,  no  limit,  mea.sure,  bound, 
In  that  word's  death  ;  no  words  can  that  woe  sound. — 
WTiere  is  mj  father,  and  my  mother,  nurse  ? 

Nurse.  W  eeping  and  wailing  over  Tybalt's  corse  ; 
Will  you  go  to  them :  I  will  bring  you  thither. 

Jul.  Wash  they  his  wounds  with  tears  ?  mine  shall  be  spent, 
T\'hen  theirs  are  dry,  for  Romeo's  banishment. 
Take  up  those  cords : — Poor  ropes,  you  are  beguiled, 
Both  you  and  I ;  for  Eomeo  is  exiled  : 
He  made  you  for  a  highway  to  my  bed ; 
But  I,  a  maid,  die  maiden-widowed. 
Come,  cords ;  come,  nurse ;  I'll  to  my  wedding  bed  ; 
And  death,  not  Romeo,  take  my  maidenhead  ! 

Nurse.  Hie  to  your  chaml)er :  I'll  find  Romeo 
To  comfort  you : — I  wot  well  where  he  is. 
Hark  ye,  your  Romeo  will  be  here  at  night ; 
I'll  to  liim  ;  he  is  hid  at  Laurence'  cell. 

Jul.  O  find  him  !  give  this  ring  to  my  true  knight, 
And  bid  him  come  to  take  his  last  farewell.  \ Exeunt. 

*  Caress.  t  Common. 
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SCUNE  III.— Friar  Laubence's  Cell. 

Filter  Friar  Latjeence  and  EoMEO. 

Fri.  Eomeo,  come  forth ;  come  forth,  thou  fearful  man ; 
Affliction  is  enamour'd  of  thy  parts, 
And  thou  art  wedded  to  calamity. 

Horn.  Father,  Avhat  news  ?  what  is  the  prince's  doom  ? 
What  sorrow  craves  acquaintance  at  my  hand. 
That  I  yet  know  not? 

Fri.  Too  familiar 
Is  my  dear  son  with  such  sour  company : 
I  bring  thee  tidings  of  the  prince's  doom. 

Foni.  What  less  than  doomsday  is  the  prince's  doom  ? 

Fri.  A  gentler  judgment  vanish'd  from  his  hps, 
Not  body's  death,  but  body's  banishment. 

Bom.  Ha !  banishment  ?  be  merciful,  say — death": 
For  exile  hath  more  terror  in  his  look, 
Much  more  than  death :  do  not  say — banishment. 

Fri.  Hence  from  Verona  art  thou  banished : 
Be  patient,  for  the  world  is  broad  and  wide. 

Mom.  There  is  no  world  without  Verona  walls, 
But  purgatory,  torture,  hell  itself. 
Hence-banished  is  banish'd  from  the  world. 
And  world's  exile  is  death : — then  banishment 
Is  death  misterm'd :  calling  death — banishment. 
Thou  cut'st  my  head  off  with  a  golden  axe, 
And  smilest  upon  the  stroke  that  murders  me. 

Fri.  O  deadly  sin  !  O  rude  un  thank  fulness  ! 
Thy  fault  our  law  calls  death ;  but  the  kind  prince. 
Taking  thy  part,  hath  rush'd  aside  the  law. 
And  turn'd  that  black  word  death  to  banishment : 
This  is  dear*  mercy,  and  thou  seest  it  not. 

Horn.  'Tis  torture,  and  not  mercy  :  heaven  is  here. 
Where  Juliet  lives ;  and  every  cat,  and  dog, 
And  little  mouse,  every  unworthy  thing. 
Live  here  in  heaven,  and  may  look  on  her. 
But  Eomeo  may  not. — More  validity,t 
More  honourable  state,  more  courtship  lives 
In  carrion  flies,  than  Eomeo :  they  may  seize 
On  the  white  wonder  of  dear  Juliet's  hands,  , 

And  steal  immortal  blessing  from  her  lips; 
Who,  even  in  pure  and  vestal  modesty. 
Still  blush,  as  thinking  their  own  kisses  sin, 
And  say'st  thou  yet,  that  exile  is  not  death  ? 
Hadst  thou  no  poison  mix'd,  no  sharp-ground  knife, 
No  sudden  mean  of  death,  though  ne'er  so  mean. 
But— banished — to  kill  me ;  banished  ? 
O  friar,  the  damned  use  that  word  in  hell ; 
Howlings  attend  it :  How  hast  thou  the  heart. 
Being  a  divine,  a  ghostly  confessor, 
A  sin-absolvcr,  and  my  friend  iirofess'd. 
To  mangle  me,  with  that  word — banishment  ? 
*  Great.  t  Worth. 
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Fri.  Thou  fond  mad  man,  hear  me  but  speak  a  wori 

Rom.  O,  thou  wilt  speak  again  of  banishment. 

Fri.  I'll  give  thee  armour  to  keep  off  that  word ; 
Adversity's  sweet  milk,  philosophy. 
To  comfort  thee,  though  thou  art  banished. 

Rom.  Yet  banished  ? — Hang  up  philosophy  ! 
Unless  philosophy  can  make  a  Juhet, 
Displant  a  town,  reverse  a  prince's  doom  ; 
It  helps  not,  it  prevails  not,  talk  no  more. 

Fri.  O,  then  I  see  that  madmen  have  no  ears. 

Rom.  How  should  they,  when  that  wise  men  have  no  eyes  ? 

Fri.  Let  me  dispute  with  thee  of  thy  estate. 

Rom.  Thou  canst  not  speak  of  what  thou  dost  not  feel : 
Wert  thou  as  young  as  I,  Juliet  thy  love, 
An  hour  but  marriedj  Tybalt  murdered, 
Doting  like  me,  and  like  me  banished, 
Then  might'st  thou  speak,  then  might'st  thou  tear  thy  hair, 
And  fall  upon  the  ground,  as  I  do  now. 
Taking  the  measure  of  an  unmade  grave. 

Fri.  Arise ;  one  knocks ;  good  Romeo,  hide  thyself. 

[Knocking  within, 

Rom.  Not  I,  unless  the  breath  of  heart-sick  groans. 
Mist  like,  infold  me  from  the  search  of  eyes.  [Kjioclnny. 

Fri.  Hark,  how  they  knock ! — "Who's  there  ! — Romeo,  arise ; 
Thou  wilt  be  taken  : — Stay  a  while :  stand  up ;  [Knocking. 

Run  to  my  study : — By  and  by  : — God's  will ! 
What  wilfulness  is  this  ? — I  come,  I  come.  [Ktiocking. 

Who  knocks  so  hard  ?  whence  come  you  ?  what's  your  will  ? 

Nurse,  [ivithiyt].  Let  me  come  in,  and  you  shall  know  my 
errand ; 
I  come  from  lady  Juliet. 

Fri.  Welcome  then. 

Enter  NUESE. 

Nurse.  O  holy  friar,  O,  tell  me,  holy  friar, 
Where  is  my  lady's  lord,  where's  Romeo  ! 

Fri.  There  on  the  ground,  with  his  own  tears  made  dnink. 

Nurse.  0,  he  is  even  in  my  mistress'  case, 
Just  in  her  case ! 

Fri.  O  woeful  sympathy  ! 
Piteous  predicament ! 

Ntirse.  Even  so  lies  she. 
Blubbering  and  weeping,  weeping  and  blubbering : — 
Stand  up,  stand  up  ;  stand,  an  you  be  a  man  : 
For  Juliet's  sake,  for  her  sake,  rise  and  stand ; 
Why  should  you  full  into  so  deep  an  O  ? 

Rom.  Nurse  ! 

Nurse.  Ah  Sir !  ah  Sir  !— Well,  death  's  the  end  of  all. 

Rom.  Spak'st  thou  of  Juliet  ?  how  is  it  with  her  ? 
Doth,  she  not  think  me  an  old  murderer. 
Now  I  have  stain'd  the  childhood  of  our  joy 
With  blood  removed  but  little  from  her  o\vn  ? 
Where  is  she  ?  and  how  doth  she  ?  and  what  says  ; 

My  conceal'd  lady  to  our  cancell'd  love  ? 
2  B  2 
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Nurse.  O,  she  says  nothing,  Sir,  but  weeps  and  weeps ; 
And  now  falls  on  her  bed ;  and  then  starts  up, 
And  Tybalt  calls  ;  and  then  on  Romeo  cries. 
And  then  down  falls  again. 

Rom.  As  if  that  name, 
Shot  from  the  deadly  level  of  a  gun, 
I)id  murder  her ;  as  that  name's  cursed  hand 
Murder'd  her  kinsman.— O  tell  me,  friar,  tell  me, 
In  what  vile  part  of  this  anatomy 
Doth  my  name  lodge  ?  tell  me,  that  I  may  sack 
The  hateful  mansion.  \^DravAng  his  aword. 

Fri.  Hold  thy  desperate  hand : 
Art  thou  a  man  ?  thy  form  cries  out,  thou  art ; 
Thy  tears  are  womanish  ;  thy  wild  acts  denote 
The  unrea.«onable  fury  of  a  beast : 
Unseemly  woman,  in  a  seeming  man  ! 
Or  ill-beseeming  bea.st,  in  seeming  both  ! 
Thou  hast  amazed  me :  by  my  holy  order, 
I  thought  thy  disposition  better  temper'd. 
Hast  thou  slain  Tybalt  ?  wilt  thou  slay  thyself? 
And  slay  thy  lady  too  that  lives  in  thee, 
By  doing  damned  hate  upon  thyself? 
"Why  rail'st  thou  on  thy  birth,  the  heaven,  and  earth  ? 
Since  birth,  and  heaven,  and  earth,  all  three  do  meet 
In  thee  at  once  ;  which  thou  at  once  wouldst  lose. 
Fie,  fie  !  thou  sham'st  thy  shape,  thy  love,  thy  wit ; 
Which,  like  an  usurer,  abound'st  in  all, 
And  usest  none  in  that  true  use  indeed 
Which  should  bedeck  thy  shape,  thy  love,  thy  wit. 
Thy  noble  shape  is  but  a  form  of  wax, 
Digressing  from  the  valour  of  a  man  : 
Thy  dear  love,  sworn,  but  hollow  perjury, 
Killing  that  love  Avhich  thou  hast  vow'd  to  cherish : 
Thy  wit,  that  ornament  to  shape  and  love. 
Mis-shapen  in  the  conduct  of  them  both. 
Like  powder  in  a  skill-less  soldier's  flask. 
Is  set  on  fire  by  thine  own  ignorance. 
And  thou  dismember'd  with  thine  own  defence.* 
What,  rouse  thee,  man  !  thy  Juliet  is  alive, 
For  whose  dear  sake  thou  wast  but  lately  dead ; 
There  art  thou  happy  :  Tybalt  would  kill  thee, 
But  thou  slew'st  Tybalt ;  there  art  thou  happy  too ; 
The  law,  that  threaten'd  death,  becomes  thy  friend. 
And  turns  it  to  exile  ;  there  art  thou  happy : 
A  pack  of  blefsings  lights  upon  thy  back  ; 
Happiness  courts  tliee  in  her  best  array  ; 
But,  like  a  mis-behaved  and  sullen  wench, 
Thou  pout'st  upon  thy  fortune  and  thy  love: 
Take  heed,  take  heed,  for  such  die  miserable. 
Go,  get  thee  to  thy  love,  as  was  decreed, 
Ascend  her  chamber,  hence  and  comfort  her; 
But,  look,  thou  stay  not  till  the  watch  be  set, 

*  Torn  to  pieces  with  thine  own  weapons. 
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For  then  thou  canst  not  pass  to  Mantua ; 
Where  thou  shalt  live,  till  we  can  find  a  time 
To  blaze  your  marriage,  reconcile  your  friends 
Beg  pardon  of  the  prince,  and  call  thee  back 
"\^'ith  twenty  hundred  thousand  times  more  joy 
Thau  thou  went'st  forth  in  lamentation. — 
Go  before,  nurse  :  commend  me  to  thy  lady ; 
And  bid  her  hasten  all  the  house  to  bed, 
Which  heavy  sorrow  makes  them  apt  unto  : 
Komeo  is  coming. 

H'tcrse.  O  Lord,  I  could  have  staid  here  all  the  night, 
To  hear  good  counsel :  O,  what  learning  is  ! — 
My  lord,  I'll  tell  my  lady  you  will  come. 

Eom.  Do  so,  and  bid  my  sweet  prepare  to  chide. 

Nurse.  Here,  Sir,  a  ring  she  bid  me  give  you.  Sir : 
Hie  you,  make  haste,  for  it  grows  very  late.  iKrif  NuBSE. 

Horn.  How  well  my  comfort  is  revived  by  this ! 

Fri.  Go  hence  :  Good  night ;  and  here  stands  all  your  stat*  ;• 
Either  be  gone  before  the  watch  be  set, 
Or  by  the  break  of  day  disguised  from  hence : 
Sojourn  in  Mantua ;  I'll  find  out  your  man, 
And  he  shall  signify  from  time  to  time 
Every  good  hap  to  you,  that  chances  here : 
Give  me  thy  hand ;  'tis  late :  farewell ;  good  night. 

Horn.  But  that  a  joy  past  joy  calls  out  on  me. 
It  were  a  grief,  so  brief  to  part  with  thee : 
Farewell.  lExeunt. 

SCHNE  IV.— A  Room  in  Capulet's  House. 

Enter  Capulet,  Ladt  CapULET,  and  Paris 

Cap.  Things  have  fallen  out,  Sir,  so  unluckily, 
That  we  have  had  no  time  to  move  our  daughter : 
Look  you,  she  loved  her  kinsman  Tybalt  dearly. 
And  so  did  1 ; — "U^ell,  wo  were  born  to  die. — 
'Tis  very  late,  she'll  not  come  down  to  night : 
I  promi^-e  you,  but  for  your  company, 
I  would  have  been  a-bed  an  hour  ago. 

Par.  These  times  of  woe  afford  no  time  to  woo : 
Madam,  good  night,  commend  me  to  your  daughter. 

La.  Cap.  I  will,  and  know  her  mind  early  to-morrow ; 
To-night  she's  mew'd  up  to  her  heavine?*. 

Cap.  Sir  Paris,  I  will  make  a  desperatet  tender 
Of  my  child's  love  :  I  think,  she  will  be  ruled 
In  all  respects  by  me  ;  nay  more,  I  doubt  it  not. 
Wife,  go  you  to  her  ere  you  go  to  bed ; 
Acquaint  her  here  of  my  son  Paris'  love  ; 
And  bid  her.  mark  vou  me,  on  Wednesday  next — 
But,  soft ;  What  day  is  this? 

Par.  Monday,  my  lord. 

Cap.  Monday  ?  ha  !  ha  !    Well,  Wednesday  is  too  soon, 
O'  Thursday  let  it  be ; — o'  Thursday,  tell  her, 

*  'llie  whole  of  your  fortmie  depends  on  this.  t  Hold. 
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She  shall  be  mari-ied  to  this  noble  earl : — 
Will  you  be  ready  ?  do  you  like  this  haste  ? 
"We'll  keep  no  great  ado ; — a  friend,  or  two : — • 
For  hark  you,  Tybalt  being  slain  so  late, 
It  may  be  thought  we  held  him  carelessly, 
Being  our  kinsman,  if  we  revel  much : 
Therefore  we'll  have  some  half  a  dozen  friends, 
And  there  an  end.    But  what  say  you  to  Thursday  ? 

Far.  My  lord,  I  would  that  Thursday  ^vere  to-morrow. 

Cap.  Well,  get  you  gone  : — O'  Thursday  be  it  then : — 
Go  you  to  Juliet  ere  you  go  to  bed. 
Prepare  her,  wife,  against  this  wedding-day. — 
Farewell,  my  lord. — Light  to  my  chamber,  ho  ! 
Afore  me,  it  is  so  very  late,  that  we 
May  call  it  early  by  and  by  :— Good  night.  IJSxetmt. 

SCENE  K— Juliet's  Chamler. 
Enter  ROMEO  and  JULIET. 

Jul.  Wilt  thou  be  gone  ?    It  is  not  yet  near  day : 
It  was  the  nightingale,  and  not  the  lark, 
That  pierced  the  fearful  hollow  of  thine  ear ; 
Nightly  she  sings  on  yon  pomegranate-tree  : 
Believe  me,  love,  it  was  the  nightingale. 

Rom.  It  was  the  lark,  the  herald  of  the  mom, 
No  nightingale  :  look,  love,  yhat  envious  streaks 
Do  lace  the  severing  clouds  in  yonder  east : 
Night's  candles  are  burnt  out,  and  jocund  day 
Stands  tiptoe  on  the  misty  mountain-tops  ; 
I  must  be  gone  and  live,  or  stay  and  die. 

Jul.  Yon  light  is  not  the  daylight,  I  know  it,  I : 
It  is  some  meteor  that  the  sun  exhales. 
To  be  to  thee  this  night  a  torch-bearer. 
And  light  thee  on  thy  way  to  Mantua : 
Therefore  stay  yet,  thou  need'st  not  to  be  gone. 

Rom.  Let  me  be  ta'en,  let  me  be  put  to  death ; 
I  am  content,  so  thou  ■v^'ilt  have  it  so. 
I'll  say,  yon  grey  is  not  the  morning's  eye, 
'Tis  but  the  pale  reflex  of  Cynthia's  brow;* 
Nor  that  is  not  the  lark,  whose  notes  do  beat 
The  vanity  heaven  so  high  alx)ve  our  heads : 
I  have  more  caret  to  stay,  than  will  to  go ; — 
ComC;  death,  and  welcome  !    Juliet  wills  it  so. — 
How  is't,  my  soul  ?  let's  talk,  it  is  not  day. 

Jul.  It  is,  it  is,  hie  hence,  be  gone,  away ; 
It  isthe  lark  that  sings  so  out  of  tune, 
Straining  harsh  discords,  and  unpleasing  sharps. 
Some  say,  the  lark  makes  sweet  division;! 
This  doth  not  so,  for  .she  divideth  us : 
Some  say,  the  lark  and  loathed  toad  change  eyes ; 
O,  now  I  would  tliey  had  changed  voices  too  ! 
Since  harm  from  harm  that  voice  doth  us  affray, 

*  Reflection  of  the  moon.  1   Inclination. 

i  Parts  of  a  musicjil  composition. 
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Hunting  thee  hence  with  hunts-up*  to  the  day. 
O.  now  be  gone ;  more  hght  and  hght  it  grows. 

JRom.  JJ  ore  hght  and  hght  ? — more  darlc  and  dark  our  woes. 
Enter  NUBSE. 

Xurse.  Madam ! 

Jill.  Nurse  ? 

Nurse.  Your  lady  mother  's  coming  to  your  chamber : 
The  day  is  broke ;  be  wary,  look  about.  [iV/^  NuESE. 

Jul.  Then,  window,  let  day  in,  and  let  life  out. 

Rom.  Farewell,  farewell !  one  kiss,  and  I'll  descend. 

[EoMEO  descend*. 

Jul.  Art  thou  gone  so?  my  love !  my  lord  !  my  friend  ! 
I  must  hear  from  thee  every  day  i'  the  hour, 
For  in  a  minute  there  are  many  days  : 

0  !  by  this  count  I  shall  be  much  in  years. 
Ere  I  again  behold  my  Romeo. 

Horn.  Farewell !  I  Avill  omit  no  opportunity 
That  may  convey  my  greetings,  love,  to  thee. 

Jul.  O,  think'st  thou,  we  shall  ever  meet  again 

Eom.  I  doubt  it  not ;  and  all  these  woes  shall  serve 
For  sweet  discourses  in  our  time  to  come. 

Jul.  O  God  !  I  have  an  ill-di\ining  soul : 
Methinks,  I  see  thee,  now  thou  art  below, 
-\.s  one  dead  in  the  bottom  of  a  tomb : 
Either  my  eye-sight  fails,  or  thou  look'st  pale. 

Rom.  And  trust  me,  love,  in  my  eye  so  do  you : 
Dry  sorrow  drinks  our  blood.    Adieu  !  adieu  !        \_Exit  Bo}blso. 

Jul.  0  fortune,  fortune  !  all  men  call  thee  fickle : 
If  thou  art  fickle,  what  dost  thou  with  him 
That  is  renov\'n'd  for  faith  ?    Be  fickle,  fortune ; 
For  then,  I  hope,  thou  wilt  not  keep  him  long, 
But  send  him  back. 

La.  Cap.  {witJun'].  Ho,  daughter!  are  you  up? 

J^d.  "Who  is't  that  calls  ?  is  it  my  lady  mother? 
Is  she  not  down  so  late,  or  up  so  early  ? 
What  unaccustom'd  cause  procuresf  her  hither  ? 
JEnter  Lady  CapuleT. 

La.  Cap.  Whv,  how  now,  Juhet  ? 

Jul.  Madam,  1  am  not  well. 

La.  Cap.  Evermore  weeping  for  your  cousin's  death  ? 
V.'hat,  ivilt  thou  wash  him  from  his  grave  ivith  tears  ? 
An  if  thou  couldst,  thou  couldst  not  make  him  Uve ; 
Therefore,  have  done  :  Some  grief  shows  much  of  love ; 
But  much  of  grief  shows  still  some  want  of  wit. 

Jul.  Yet  let  me  weep  for  such  a  feeling  loss. 

La.  Cap.  So  shall  you  feel  the  loss,  but  not  the  friend 
AMiich  you  weep  for. 

Jul.  Feeling  so  the  los.s, 

1  cannot  choose  but  ever  weep  the  friend. 

La.  Cap.  "Well,  girl,  tliou  weep'st  not  so  much  for  his  death, 
.Is  that  tlie  villain  lives  which  slaughter'd  him. 
*  A  mornirig-  song-  to  a  bride  the  day  after  marriage,  t  Brings 
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Jul.  What  villain,  madam  ? 

La.  Cap.  That  same  villain,  Romeo. 

Jul.  Villain  and  he  are  many  miles  asunder. 
God  pardon  him  !    I  do,  with  all  my  heart ; 
And  yet  no  man,  like  he,  doth  grieve  my  heart. 

La.  Cap.  That  is,  because  the  traitor  murderer  lives. 

Jtil.  Ay,  madam,  from  the  reach  of  these  my  hands. 
'Would,  none  but  I  might  venge  my  cousin's  death  ! 

La.  Cap.  ySe  will  have  vengeance  for  it,  fear  thou  not 
Then  weep  no  more.    I'll  send  to  one  in  Jlautua, — 
Where  that  same  banish'd  runagate  doth  live, — 
That  shall  bestow  on  him  so  sure  a  draught. 
That  he  shall  soon  keep  Tybalt  company  : 
And  then,  I  hope,  thou  wilt  be  satisfied. 

Jul.  Indeed,  I  never  shall  be  satisfied 
With  Romeo,  till  I  behold  him— dead — 
Is  my  poor  heart  so  for  a  kinsman  vex'd  :— 
Madam,  if  you  could  find  out  but  a  man 
To  bear  a  poison,  I  Avould  temper  it ; 
That  Romeo  should,  in)on  receipt  thereof. 
Soon  sleep  in  quiet. — O,  how  my  heart  abhors 
To  hear  him  named, — and  cannot  come  to  him, — 
To  wreak  the  love  I  bore  my  cousin  Tybalt 
Upon  his  body  that  hath  slaughter'd  him ! 

La.  Cap.  Find  thou  the  means,  and  I'll  find  such  a  man. 
But  now  I'll  tell  thee  joyful  tidings,  girl. 

Jul.  And  joy  comes  well  in  such  a  needful  time  : 
What  are  they,  I  beseech  your  ladyship  ? 

La.  Cap.  'WeW,  well,  thou  hast  a  careful  father,  child ; 
One,  who,  to  put  thee  from  thy  heaviness. 
Hath  sorted  out  a  sudden  day  of  joy, 
That  thou  expect'st  not,  nor  I  look'd  not  for. 

Jul.  Madam,  in  happy  time  what  day  is  that  ? 

La.  Cap.  Marrj',  my  child,  early  next  Thursday  mora, 
The  gallant,  young,  and  noble  gentleman. 
The  county  Paris,  at  Saint  Peter's  church, 
Shall  happily  make  thee  there  a  joyful  bride. 

Jtd.  Now,  by  Saint  Petor's  church,  and  Peter  too, 
Ho  shall  not  make  mo  there  a  joyful  bride. 
I  wonder  at  this  haste ;  that  I  must  wed 
Ere  he,  that  should  be  husband,  comes  to  woo. 
I  pray  you,  tell  my  lord  and  father,  madam, 
I  will  not  marry  yet ;  and,  when  I  do,  I  swear, 
It  shall  be  Romeo,  whom  you  know  I  hate. 
Rather  than  Paris  : — These  are  news,  indeed  ! 

La.  Cap.  Here  comes  your  father;  tell  him  so  younsolf. 
And  see  how  he  will  take  it  at  your  hands. 

Enter  CaptjLET  and  NuRSE. 

Cap.  When  the  sun  sets,  the  air  doth  drizzle  dew  ; 
But  for  the  sunset  of  my  brother's  son, 
It  rains  downright. — 
How  now  ?  a  conduit,  girl  ?  what,  still  in  tears  ? 
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Ever  more  showering  in  one  little  body 

Thou  cx)nnt€rfeit'st  a  bark,  a  sea,  a  wind : 

For  still  thy  eyes,  which  I  may  call  the  sea. 

Do  ebb  and  flow  with  tears  ;  the  bark  thy  body  is. 

Sailing  in  this  salt  flood :  the  winds,  thy  sighs ; 

Who, — raging  with  thy  tears,  and  they  with  them, — 

Without  a  sudden  calm,  will  overset 

Thy  tempest-tossed  body. — How  now,  wife  ? 

Have  you  delivei''d  to  her  our  decree  ? 

La.  Cap.  Ay,  Sir ;  but  she  will  none,  she  gives  you  thanks. 
I  would,  the  fool  were  married  to  her  grave  ! 

Cap.  Soft,  take  me  %vith  you,  take  me  with  you,  wife. 
How  !  will  she  none  ?  doth  she  not  give  us  thanks  ? 
Is  she  not  proud  ?  doth  she  not  count  her  bless'd, 
Unworthy  as  she  is,  that  we  have  wrought 
So  worthy  a  gentleman  to  be  her  bridegroom  ? 

Jul.  Not  proud,  you  have  ;  but  thankful,  that  you  have  : 
Proud  can  1  never  be  of  what  I  hate ; 
But  thankful  even  for  hat«,  that  is  meant  love. 

Cap.  How  now  !  how  now,  chop  logic  !  AVhat  is  thL?  ? 
Proud, — and,  I  thank  you, — and,  I  thank  you  not ; — 
And  yet  not  proud  ;  Mistress  minion,  you, 
Thank  me  no  thankings,  nor  proud  me  no  prouds. 
But  settle  your  fine  joints  'gainst  Thursday  next, 
To  go  with  Paris  to  Saint  Peter's  church. 
Or  I  Mill  drag  thee  on  a  hurdle  thither. 
Out,  you  green-sickness  carrion  !  out,  you  baggage ! 
You  tallow  face ! 

La.  Cap.  Fie,  fie  !  what,  are  you  mad  ? 

Jul.  Good  father,  I  beseech  you  on  my  knees. 
Hear  me  with  patience  but  to  speak  a  word. 

Cap.  Hang  thee,  young  baggage  !  disobedient  wretch ! 
I  tell  thee  what, — get  thee  to  church  o'  Thursday, 
Or  never  after  look  me  in  the  face  : 
Speak  not,  reply  not,  do  not  answer  me  : 
My  fingers  itch. — Wife,  we  scarce  thought  us  bless'd. 
That  God  had  sent  us  but  this  only  child ; 
But  now  I  see  this  one  is  one  too  much, 
And  that  we  have  a  curse  in  having  her  : 
Out  on  her,  hi)  ding  !  * 

Nurse.  God  in  heaven  bless  her  ! — 
You  are  to  blame,  my  lord,  to  rate  her  so. 

Cap.  And  why,  my  lady  wisdom  ?  hold  your  tongue. 
Good  prudence  ;  smatter  with  your  gossips,  go. 

Kvrse.  I  speak  no  treason. 

Cap.  O,  God  ye  good  den  ! 

Nttrse.  May  not  one  speak  ? 

Cap.  Peace,  you  mumbling  fool ! 
Utter  your  gravity  o'er  a  gossip's  bowl, 
Por  here  we  need  it  not. 

La.  Cap.  You  are  too  hot. 

Cap.  Grod's  bread  !  it  makes  me  mad :  Day  night,  late,  early, 
*  Base  woman. 
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At  home,  abroad,  alone,  in  company, 

Waking,  or  sleeping,  still  my  care  hath  been 

To  have  her  match'd :  and  having  now  provided 

A  gentleman  of  princely  parentage, 

Of  fair  demesnes,  youthful  and  nobly  train'd, 

Stuff'd  (as  they  say),  with  honourable  parts, 

Proportion'd  as  one's  heart  could  wish  a  man, — 

And  then  to  have  a  ^Tetohed  puling  fool, 

A  whining  mammet,  in  her  fortune's  tender, 

To  answer — I'll  not  iced, — I  cannot  love, 

I  am  too  young — I  pray  you,  pardon  me ; — 

But,  an  you  will  not  wed,  I'll  pardon  you : 

Graze  where  you  will,  you  shall  not  house  with  me  ; 

Look  to't,  think  on't,  I  do  not  use  to  jest. 

Thursday  is  near ;  lay  hand  on  heart,  ad\ise  : 

An  you  be  mine,  I'll  give  you  to  my  friend ; 

An  you  be  not,  hang,  beg,  starve,  die  i'the  streets. 

For,  by  my  soul,  I'll  ne'er  acknowledge  thee. 

Nor  what  is  mine  shall  never  do  thee  good : 

Trust  to't,  bethink  you,  I'll  not  be  forsworn.  [Sxit. 

Jul.  Is  there  no  pity  sitting  in  the  clouds, 
That  sees  into  the  bottom  of  my  grief  ? 
O,  sweet  my  mother,  cast  me  not  away  ! 
Delay  this  marriage  for  a  month,  a  week ; 
Or,  if  you  do  not,  make  the  bridal  bed 
In  that  dim  monument  where  Tybalt  lies. 

Za.  Cap.  Talk  not  to  me,  for  I'll  not  speak  a  word ; 
Do  as  thou  ■\\ilt,  for  I  have  done  with  thee.  ^Exif. 

Jul.  O  God  1 — O  nurse  !  how  shall  this  be  prevented? 
My  husband  is  on  earth,  my  faith  in  heaven ; 
How  shall  that  faith  return  again  to  earth. 
Unless  that  husband  send  it  me  from  heaven 
By  leaving  earth  ? — Comfort  me,  counsel  me. — 
Alack,  alack,  that  heaven  should  practise  stratagems 
Upon  so  soft  a  subject  as  myself ! — 
What  saj-'st  thou  ?  hast  thou  not  a  word  of  joy  ? 
Some  comfort,  nurse. 

Nurse.  'Faith,  here  'tis  :  Romeo 
Is  banished  ;  and  all  the  world  to  nothing. 
That  he  dares  ne'ar  come  back  to  challenge  you ; 
Or,  if  he  do,  it  needs  must  be  by  stealth. 
Then,  since  the  case  so  stands  a.s  now  it  doth, 
I  think  it  best  you  married  with  the  county. 
O,  he's  a  lovely  gentleman  ! 
Eomeo's  a  dishclout  to  him  ;  an  eagle,  madam, 
Hath  not  so  green,  so  quick,  so  fair  an  eye. 
As  Paris  hath.    Beshrew  my  very  heart, 
I  think  you  are  happy  in  this  second  match, 
For  it  excels  your  first :  or  if  it  did  not. 
Your  first  is  dead,  or  'twere  as  good  he  were, 
As  living  here  and  you  no  use  of  him. 

Jul.  Speakest  thou  from  thy  heart  ? 
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Nurse.  From  my  soul  too ; 
Or  else  beshrew  them  both. 

Jul.  Amen ! 

Nurse.  To  what  ? 

Jul.  Well,  thou  hast  comforted  me  marvellous  much. 
Go  in ;  and  tell  my  lady  I  am  gone. 
Having  displeas'd  my  father,  to  Laurence'  cell. 
To  make  confession,  and  to  be  absolved. 

Nurse.  Marry,  I  will  j  and  this  is  wisely  done.  [Exit. 

Jul.  Ancient  damnation !  O  most  wicked  fiend ! 
Is  it  more  sin — to  wish  me  thus  forsworn. 
Or  to  dispraise  my  lord  with  that  same  tongue 
Which  she  hath  prais'd  him  with  above  compare 
So  many  thousand  times  ?— Go,  counsellor ; 
Thou  and  my  bosom  henceforth  shall  be  twain. — 
I'll  to  the  friar,  to  know  his  remedy  ; 
If  all  else  fail,  myself  have  power  to  die.  {Exit. 


ACT  IV. 

SCENE  I.— Friar  Laubence's  Cell. 
Enter  Friar  Latjeence  and  Paeis. 

Fri.  On  Thursday,  Sir  ?  the  time  is  very  short. 

Par.  My  father  Capulet  will  have  it  so ; 
And  I  am  nothing  slow  to  slack  his  haste. 

Fri.  Tou  say,  you  do  not  know  the  lady's  mind ; 
Uneven  is  the  course,  I  like  it  not. 

Far.  Immoderately  she  weeps  for  Tybalf  s  death, 
And  therefore  have  I  little  talk'd  of  love ; 
For  Venus  smiles  not  in  a  house  of  tears. 
Now,  Sir,  her  father  counts  it  dangerous, 
That  she  doth  give  her  sorrow  so  much  sway ; 
And,  in  his  wisdom,  hastes  our  marriage. 
To  stop  the  inundation  of  her  tears ; 
Which,  too  much  minded  by  herself  alone. 
May  be  put  from  her  by  society : 
Now  do  you  know  the  reason  of  this  haste. 

Fri.  I  would  I  knew  not  why  it  should  be  slow'd.  *^Asici€. 

Look,  Sir,  here  comes  the  lady  towards  my  cell. 

Enter  JtlLlET. 
Par.  Happily  met,  my  lady,  and  my  wife  ! 
Jul.  That  may  be,  Sir,  when  I  may  be  a  wife. 
Par.  That  may  be,  must  be,  love,  on  Thursday  next. 
Jul.  What  must  be  shall  be. 
Fri.  That's  a  certain  text. 

Par.  Come  you  to  make  confession  to  this  father  ? 
Jtd.  To  answer  that  were  to  confess  to  you. 
Par.  Do  not  deny  to  him,  that  you  love  me. 
Jul.  I  will  confess  to  you,  that  I  love  him. 
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Par.  So  will  you,  I  am  sure,  that  jou  love  me. 

Jul.  If  I  do  so,  it  will  be  of  more  price, 
Being  spoke  behind  your  back,  than  to  your  face. 

Par.  Poor  soul,  thy  face  is  much  abused  with  tears. 

Jul.  The  tears  have  got  small  victory  by  that ; 
Por  it  was  bad  enough,  before  their  spite. 

Par.  Thou  wrong'st  it,  more  than  tears,  with  that  report. 

Jul.  That  is  no  slander,  Sir,  that  is  a  truth  ; 
And  what  I  spake,  I  spake  it  to  my  face. 

Par.  Thy  face  is  mine,  and  thou  hast  slander'd  it. 

Jtd.  It  may  be  so,  for  it  is  not  mine  own. — 
Are  vou  at  leisure,  holy  father,  now ; 
Or  shall  I  come  to  you  at  evening  mass  ? 

Fri.  My  leisure  serves  me,  pensive  daughter,  now : — 
My  lord  we  must  entreat  the  time  alone. 

Par.  God  shield,  I  should  disturb  devotion  ! — 
Juliet,  on  Thursday  early  will  I  rouse  you : 
Till  then,  adieu  !  and  keep  this  holy  kiss.  [_Exit  Pabis. 

Jvl.  O,  shut  the  door  !  and  when  thou  hast  done  so, 
Come  weep  with  me ;  Past  hope,  past  cure,  past  help ! 

Fri.  Ah,  Juliet,  I  already  know  thy  grief; 
It  strains  me  past  the  compass  of  my  wits : 
I  hear  thou  must,  and  nothing  must  prorogue  it. 
On  Thursday  next  be  married  to  this  county. 

Jul.  Tell  me  not,  friar,  that  thou  hear'st  of  this. 
Unless  thou  tell  me  how  I  may  prevent  it : 
If,  in  thy  wisdom,  thou  canst  give  no  help. 
Do  thou  but  call  my  resolution  wise, 
And  with  this  knife  I'll  help  it  presently. 
God  join'd  my  heart  and  Romeo's,  thou  our  hands  ; 
And  ere  this  hand,  by  thee  to  Romeo  scal'd, 
Shall  be  the  label  *  to  another  deed, 
Or  my  true  heart  with  treacherous  revolt 
Turn  to  another,  this  shall  slay  them  both  : 
Therefore,  out  of  thy  long-e.xperienced  time. 
Give  me  some  present  counsel ;  or,  behold, 
'Twixt  my  extremes  and  me  this  bloody  knife 
Shall  play  the  umpire  ;  arbitrating  that 
'Which  the  commission  t  of  thy  years  and  art 
Could  to  no  issue  of  true  honour  bring. 
Be  not  so  long  to  speak ;  I  long  to  die, 
If  what  thou  speak'st  speak  not  of  remedy. 

Fri.  Hold,  daughter  ;  I  do  spy  a  kind  of  hope, 
"Which  craves  as  desperate  an  execution 
As  that  is  desperate  which  we  would  prevent. 
If,  rather  to  marry  county  Paris, 
Thou  hadst  the  strength  of  will  to  slay  thyself; 
Then  is  it  likely,  thou  wilt  undertake 
A  thing  like  death  to  chide  away  this  shame, 
That  cop'st  with  death  himself  to  scape  from  it ; 
And,  if  thou  dar'st,  I'll  give  thee  remedy. 

*  The  seals  of  deeds  were  formerly  impressed  on  a  separate  label,  affixed 
to  the  document.  t  Authority. 
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Jul.  O,  bid  me  leap,  rather  than  marry  Paris, 
Trom  off  the  battlements  of  yonder  tower ; 
Or  walk  in  thievish  ways ;  or  bid  me  lurk 
Where  serpents  are ;  chain  me  with  roaring  bears ; 
Or  shut  me  nightly  in  a  charnel-house, 
O'er-cover'd  quite  with  dead  men's  rattling  bones, 
AVith  reeky  shanks,  and  yellow  chapless  sculls ; 
Or  bid  me  go  into  a  new-made  grave, 
And  hide  me  with  a  dead  man  in  his  shroud ; 
Things  that,  to  hear  them  told,  have  made  me  tremble; 
And  I  will  do  it  without  fear  or  doubt, 
To  live  an  unstain'd  wife  to  my  sweet  love. 

Fri.  Hold,  then ;  go  home,  be  merry,  give  consent 
To  marry  Paris :  Wednesday  is  to-morrow ; 
To-morrow  night  look  that  thou  lie  alone. 
Let  not  thy  nurse  lie  ^vith  thee  in  thy  chamber : 
Take  thou  tliis  phial,  being  then  in  bed, 
And  this  distilled  liquor  drink  thou  off: 
When,  presently,  through  all  thy  veins  shall  run 
A  cold  and  drowsy  humour,  which  shall  seize 
Each  vital  spirit ;  for  no  pulse  shall  keep 
His  natural  progress,  but  surcease  to  beat : 
No  warmth,  no  breath,  shall  testify  thou  liv'st; 
The  roses  in  thy  lips  and  cheeks  shall  fade 
To  paly  ashes ;  thy  eyes'  windows  fall, 
Like  death,  when  he  shuts  up  the  day  of  life ; 
Each  part,  deprived  of  supple  government, 
Shall  stifiP,  and  stark,  and  cold,  appear  like  death : 
And  in  this  borrow'd  likeness  of  slirunk  death 
Thou  shalt  remain  full  two  and  forty  hours. 
And  then  awake  as  from  a  pleasant  sleep. 
Now  when  the  bridegroom  in  the  morning  comes 
To  rouse  thee  from  thy  bed,  there  art  thou  dead : 
Then  (as  the  manner  of  our  country  is), 
In  thy  best  robes  uncover'd  on  the  bier. 
Thou  shalt  be  borne  to  that  same  ancient  vault, 
Where  all  the  kindred  of  the  Capulets  he. 
In  the  meantime,  against  thou  shalt  awake. 
Shall  Romeo  by  my  letters  know  our  drift; 
And  hither  shall  he  come ;  and  he  and  I 
'^^'ill  watch  thy  waking,  and  that  very  night 
Shall  Eomeo  bear  thee  hence  to  ^Mantua. 
And  this  shall  free  thee  from  this  present  shame ; 
If  no  unconstant  toy,*  nor  womanish  fear. 
Abate  thy  valour  in  the  acting  it. 

Jul.  Give  me,  O  give  me!  tell  me  not  of  fear. 

Fri.  Hold ;  get  you  gone,  be  strong  and  prosperous 
In  this  resolve  :  I'll  send  a  friar  with  .-^peed 
To  ^lantua,  with  my  letters  to  thy  lord. 

Jul.  Love,  give  me  strength  !  and  strength  shall  help  afford. 
Farewell,  dear  father.  [Exeunt. 

*  Fickle  freak. 
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SCENE  JI.—A  Room  in  Capflet's  Rouse. 
Enter  Capulet,  Lady  Capulet,  Nuese,  and  Sebvajtts. 

Cap.  So  maiij-  guests  invite  as  here  are  •svrit. — [Exit  Seevant. 
Sirrah,  go  hire  me  twenty  cunning  cooks. 

2  Serv.  You  shall  have  none  ill.  Sir ;  for  I'll  try  if  they  can 
lick  their  fingers. 

Cap.  How  canst  thou  try  them  so  ? 

2  Serv.  Marry,  Sir,  'tis  an  ill  cook  that  cannot  lick  his  own 
fingers  :  therefore  he,  that  cannot  lick  his  fingers,  goes  not 
with  me. 

Cap.  Go,  hegone.—  [Exit  Seevant. 

"We  shall  be  much  unfurnish'd  for  this  time. — 
What,  is  my  daughter  gone  to  friar  Laurence  ? 

Nurse.  Ay,  forsooth. 

Cap.  Well,  he  may  chance  to  do  some  good  on  her : 
A  peevish  self-will'd  harlotry  it  is. 

Enter  JTJLIET. 

Nurse.  See  where  she  comes  from  shrift  with  merry  look. 

Cap.  How  now,  my  headstrong?  where  have  you  been  gaddiug? 

Jul.  Where  I  have  learn'd  me  to  repent  the  sin 
Of  disobedient  opposition 
To  you,  and  your  behests  ;  and  am  enjoin'd 
By  holy  Laurence  to  fall  prostrate  here. 
And  beg  your  pardon :— Pardon,  I  beseech  you  ! 
Henceforward  I  am  ever  ruled  by  you. 

Cap.  Send  for  the  county ;  go  tell  him  of  this ; 
I'll  have  this  knot  knit  up  to-morrow  morning. 

J7il.  I  met  the  youthful  lord  at  Laurence'  cell ; 
And  gave  him  what  becomed*  love  I  might, 
Not  stepping  o'er  the  bounds  of  modesty. 

Cap.  Why,  I  am  glad  on't ;  this  is  well, — stand  up  : 
This  is  as 't  should  be. — Let  me  see  the  county ; 
Ay,  marrj-,  go,  I  say,  and  fetch  him  hither. — 
Now,  afore  God,  this  reverend  holy  friar. 
All  our  whole  city  is  much  bound  to  him. 

Jul.  Nurse,  will  you  go  with  me  into  my  closet. 
To  help  me  sort  such  needful  ornaments 
As  you  think  fit  to  furnish  me  to-morrow  ? 

Ea.  Cap.  No,  not  till  Thursday;  there  is  time  enough. 

Cap.  Go,  nurse,  go  with  her : — we'll  to  church  to-morrow. 

[Exeunt  JuLIET  and  NUfiSE. 

La.  Cap.  We  shall  be  short  in  our  proA^ision ; 
'Tis  now  near  night. 

Cap.  Tush  !  I  will  stir  about, 
And  all  things  shall  be  well  I  warrrait  thee,  wife  : 
Go  thou  to  Juliet,  help  to  deck  up  her ; 
I'll  not  to  bed  to-night ;— let  me  alone ; 
m  play  the  housewife  for  this  once. — What,  ho  ! — 
*  Becoming. 
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They  are  all  forth :  "Well,  I  will  walk  myself 

To  county  Paris,  to  prepare  him  up 

Against  to-morrow :  my  heart  is  wondrous  light, 

Since  this  same  wayward  girl  is  so  reclaim'd.  [Exeunt 

SCENE  JZJ.— Juliet's  Chamber. 

Enter  Juliet  and  NuBSE. 

Jul.  Ay,  those  attires  are  best : — But,  gentle  nurse 
I  pray  thee,  leave  me  to  myself  to-night ; 
For  I  have  need  of  many  orisons 
To  move  the  heavens  to  smile  upon  my  state, 
Which,  well  thou  know'st,  is  cross  and  full  of  sin. 

Enter  Lady  Capulet. 

La.  Cap.  What,  arc  you  busy  ?  do  you  need  my  help  ? 

Jul.  No,  madam;  we  have  cull'd  such  necessaries 
As  are  behoveful  for  our  state  to-morrow : 
So  please  you,  let  me  now  be  left  alone, 
And  let  the  nurse  this  night  sit  up  with  you ; 
Sot,  I  am  sure,  you  have  your  hands  full  all. 
In  this  so  sudden  business. 

La.  Cap.  Good  night ! 
Get  thee  to  bed,  and  rest ;  for  thou  hast  need. 

{^Exeunt  Lady  CaPULET  and  NUESE. 

Jul.  Farewell ! — God  knows,  when  we  shall  meet  again. 
I  have  a  faint  cold  fear  thrills  through  my  veins. 
That  almost  freezes  up  the  heat  of  life : 
I'll  call  them  back  again  to  comfort  me ; — 
Nurse ! — What  should  she  do  here  ? 
My  dismal  scene  I  needs  must  act  alone. — 
Come,  phial. — 

What  if  this  mixture  do  not  work  at  all  ? 
Must  I  of  force  be  married  to  the  county  ? — 
No,  no ; — this  shall  forbid  it : — lie  thou  there. — 

\_Laying  down  a  dagger. 
'V^'hat  if  it  be  a  poison,  which  the  friar 
Subtlj  hath  minister'd  to  have  me  dead ; 
Lest  m  this  marriage  he  should  be  dishonourd. 
Because  he  married  me  before  to  Romeo  ? 
I  fear,  it  is :  and  yet,  methiuks,  it  should  not. 
For  he  hath  still  been  tried  a  holy  man  : 
I  will  not  entertain  so  bad  a  thought.— 
How  if,  when  I  am  laid  into  the  tomb, 
I  wake  before  the  time  that  Komeo 
Come  to  redeem  me  ?  there's  a  fearful  point ! 
Shall  I  not  then  be  stifled  in  the  vault. 
To  whose  foul  mouth  no  healthsome  air  breathes  in, 
And  there  die  strangled  ere  my  Romeo  comes  ? 
Or,  if  I  live,  is  it  not  very  like, 
The  horrible  conceit  of  death  and  night. 
Together  with  the  terror  of  the  place,— 
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As  in  a  vault,  an  ancient  receptacle, 
Where,  for  these  many  hundred  years,  the  bones 
Of  all  my  buried  ancestors  are  pack'd ; 
"Where  bloody  Tybalt,  yet  but  green  *  in  earth, 
Lies  fest'ring  in  his  shroud ;  where,  as  they  say, 
At  some  hours  in  the  night  spirits  resort ; — 
Alack,  alack  !  is  it  not  like,  that  I, 
So  early  waking, — what  with  loathsome  smells; 
And  shrieks  like  mandrakes'  torn  out  of  the  earth, 
That  living  mortals,  hearing  them,  run  mad : — 
O  !  if  I  wake,  shall  I  not  be  distraught, 
Environed  with  all  these  hideous  fears  ? 
And  madly  play  with  my  forefathers'  joints  ? 
And  pluck  tlie  mangled  Tybalt  from  his  shroud  ? 
And,  in  this  rage,  Avith  some  great  kinsman's  bone, 
As  with  a  club,  dash  out  my  desperate  brains  ? 
Oj  look  !  methinks,  I  see  my  cousin's  ghost 
Seeking  out  Eomeo,  that  did  spit  his  body 
Upon  a  rapier's  point : — Stay,  Tybalt,  stay  ! — 
Eomeo,  I  come !  this  do  I  drink  to  thee. 

[She  tftrows  herself  on  the  bed. 

SCENE  7F.— Gapulet's  Sail. 

Enter  Lady  Capulet  and  NuESE. 

Za.  Cap.  Hold,  take  these  keys,  and  fetch  more  spices,  nurse. 
Nurse.  They  call  for  dates  and  quinces  in  the  pastry .f 

Enter  Capulet. 

Cap.  Come,  stir,  stir,  stir  !  the  second  cock  hath  crow'd, 
The  curfeu  bell  hath  rung,  'tis  three  o'clock  : — 
Look  to  the  baked  meats,  good  Angelica : 
Spare  not  for  cost. 

Nicrse.  Go,  go,  you  cot-quean,  go. 
Get  you  to  bed ;  'faith,  you'll  be  sick  to-morrow 
For  this  night's  watching. 

Cap.  No,  not  a  whit ;  What !  I  have  watch'd  ere  now 
All  night  for  lesser  cause,  and  ne'er  been  sick. 

La.  Cap.  Ay,  you  have  been  a  mouse-hunt  J  in  your  time  ; 
But  I  will  watch  you  from  such  watching  now. 

[Exeunt  Lady  Capflet  and  NUESE. 

Cap.  A  jealous-hood,  a  jealous-hood  ! — Now,  fellow. 
What's  there  ? 

Enter  SERVANTS,  icith  Spits,  Logs,  and  Baskets. 

1  Serv.  Things  for  the  cook,  Sir  ;  but  I  know  not  what. 

Cap.  Malce  haste,  make  haste.    [Exit.  1  Serv.]    Sirrah,  fetch 
drier  logs ; 
Call  Peter,  he  will  show  thee  where  they  are. 

2  Serv.  I  have  a  head,  Sir,  that  will  find  out  logs. 

And  never  trouble  Peter  for  the  matter.  [Exit. 

Cap.  'Mass,  and  well  said ;  A  merry  whoreson  !  ha, 

*  Fresli.  t  The  room  where  pies  were  made. 

J  A  night-runner. 
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Thou  shalt  be  logger-liead. — Good  faith,  'tis  day: 

The  countj'  ■will  be  here  with  music  straight,         {^Mttsic  icithin. 

For  so  he  said  he  would.    I  hear  him  near : — 

Nurse  ! — Wife  ! — what,  ho  ! — what,  nurse,  I  say  J 

Enter  NuESE. 
Go,  waken  JuUet,  go,  and  trim  her  up ; 
I'll  go  and  chat  with  Paris : — Hie,  make  haste. 
Make  haste  !  the  bridegroom  he  is  come  already : 
Make  hast«,  I  say ! 

SCENE  F.— Juliet's  Chamher;  Juliet  on  the  Bed. 
Enter  NUKSE. 
Nurse.  Mistress  ! — what,  mistress !— Juliet ! — fast,  I  warrant 
her,  she: — 
Why,  lamb ! — why,  lady  ! — fie,  you  slug-a-bed  ! — 
"Why,  love,  I  say ! — madam ! — sweet-heart ! — why,  bride  ! 
What,  not  a  word  ? — you  take  your  pennyworths  now ; 
Sleep  for  a  week  :  for  the  next  night,  I  warrant,* 
The  county  Paris  hath  set  up  his  rest, 
That  you  shall  rest  but  little. — God  forgi\e  me 
(Marry  and  amen  !)  how  sound  is  she  asleep  ! 
I  needs  must  wake  her : — Madam,  madam,  madam  ! 
Ay,  let  the  county  take  you  in  your  bed ; 
He'll  fright  you  up,  i'faith. — Will  it  not  be  ? 
What,  dress'd !  and  in  your  clothes  !  and  down  again ! 
I  must  needs  wake  you :  Lady  !  lady  !  lady ! 
Alas  !  alas  ! — Help !  help  !  my  lady's  dead  I — 
O,  well-a-day,  that  ever  I  was  born  ! — 
Some  aquavitse,  ho  ! — my  lord !  my  lady  ! 

Enter  Lady  Cai'ULET. 

La.  Cap.  What  noise  is  here  ? 

Nurse.  O  lamentable  day  ! 

La.  Cap.  What  is  the  matter  ? 

Nurse.  Look,  look !  O  heavy  day ! 

La.  Cap.  O  me,  O  me  ! — my  child,  my  only  life, 
Revive,  look  up,  or  I  will  die  with  thee  ! — 
Help,  help ! — call  help. 

Enter  CaPULET. 

Cap.  For  shame,  bring  Juliet  forth ;  her  lord  is  come. 

Nurse.  She's  dead,  deceased,  she's  dead ;  alack  the  day  ! 

La.  Cap.  Alack  the  day  !  she's  dead,  she's  dead,  slie's  dead. 

Cap.  Ha  !  let  me  see  her  : — Out,  alas  !  she's  cold ; 
Her  blood  is  settled ;  and  her  joints  are  stiff; 
Life  and  these  lips  have  long  been  separated : 
Death  lies  on  her,  like  an  untimely  frost 
Upon  the  sweetest  flower  of  all  the  field. 
Accursed  time !  unfortunate  old  man ! 

Nurse.  O  lamentable  day  ! 

La.  Cap.  O  woeful  time  ! 

Cap.  Death,  that  hath  ta'en  her  hence  to  make  me  wail, 
Ties  up  my  tongue,  and  will  not  let  me  speak. 

VOL.  IV.  2  c 
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I^tder  I'EIAR  LArRENCE  and  Paris,  icith  MUSICIANS. 

Fri.  Come,  is  tlie  bride  ready  to  go  to  cliurch  ? 

Cap.  Eeady  to  go,  but  never  to  return  : 
O  son,  the  night  beiore  tliy  -^vedding-day 
Hath  death  lain  with  thy  bride : — See,  there  she  Ues, 
Flower  as  she  was,  deflowered  by  him. 
Death  is  my  son-in-law,  death  is  my  heir ; 
My  daughter  he  hath  wedded !    I  will  die. 
And  leave  him  all ;  life  leaving,  all  is  death's. 

Par.  Have  1  thought  long  to  see  this  morning's  face, 
And  doth  it  give  me  such  a  sight  as  this  ? 

La.  Cap.  Accursed,  luihappy,  ■^^retched,  hateful  day  ! 
Most  miserable  hour,  that  e'ei  time  saw- 
In  lasting  labour  of  his  pilgrimage  ! 
But  one,  poor  one,  one  poor  and  loving  child, 
But  one  thing  to  i-ejoice  and  solace  in. 
And  cruel  death  hath  catch'd  it  from  my  sight. 

Nurse.  O  woe !    O  woeful,  woeful,  woeful  day  ! 
Most  lamentable  day  !  most  woeful  day, 
That  ever,  ever,  I  did  yet  behold  ! 
Oday!     O  day  !     O  day  !     O  hateful  day! 
Never  was  seen  so  black  a  day  as  this : 
O  woeful  day,  O  woeful  day  ! 

Par.  Beguiled,  divorced,  ^^Tonged,  spited,  slain  ! 
Most  detestable  death,  by  thee  beguiled. 
By  cruel  cruel  thee  quite  overthrown  ! — 
O  love !    O  life  ! — not  life,  but  love  in  death  ! 

Cap.  Despised,  distressed,  hated,  martyr'd,  kill'd  I — 
[Jncomfortable  time  !  why  cam'st  thou  now 
To  murder  murder  our  solemnity  ? — 
O  child  !     0  child  ! — my  soul  and  not  my  child  I — 
Dead  art  thou,  dead  ! — alack  !  my  child  is  dead ; 
And,  with  my  child,  my  joys  are  buried ! 

Fri.  Peace,  ho,  for  shame  !  confusion's  cure  lives  not 
In  these  confusions.    Heaven  and  yourself 
Had  part  in  this  fair  maid ;  now  heaven  hath  all, 
And  all  the  better  is  it  for  the  maid : 
Your  part  in  her  you  could  not  keep  from  death ; 
But  heaven  keeps  his  part  in  eternal  life. 
The  most  you  sought  was — her  promotion  ; 
For  'twas  your  heaven,  she  should  be  advanced : 
And  weep  ye  now,  seeing  she  is  advanced, 
Above  the  clouds,  as  high  as  heaven  itself  ? 
O,  in  this  love,  you  love  your  child  so  ill, 
That  you  run  mad,  seeing  that  she  is  well : 
She's  not  well  married,  that  lives  married  long ; 
But  she's  best  married,  that  dies  married  young. 
Dry  up  your  tears,  and  stick  your  rosemary 
On  this  fair  corse  ;  and,  as  the  custom  is. 
In  all  her  best  array  bear  her  to  church  : 
For  though  fond  nature  bids  us  all  lament, 
Yet  nature's  tears  are  reasou's  merriment. 

Cap.  All  things,  that  we  ordained  festival. 
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Turn  from  their  office  to  black  funeral : 
Our  instruments,  to  melancholy  bells ; 
Our  wedding  cheer,  to  a  sad  burial  feast ; 
Our  solemn  hymns  to  sullen  dirges  change; 
Our  bridal  flowers  serve  for  a  burial  corse. 
And  all  things  change  them  to  the  contrary. 

Fri.  Sir,  go  you  in, — and.  Madam,  go  with  him ; — 
And  go.  Sir  Paris  ; — every  one  prepare 
To  follow  this  fair  corse  unto  her  grave : 
The  heavens  do  low'r  upon  you,  for  some  ill ; 
Move  them  no  more,  by  crossing  their  high  will. 

[Exeunt  Capulet,  Laby  Capulet,  Paris,  and  Fp.rAB. 

1  Mus.  'Faith,  we  may  put  up  our  pipes,  and  be  gone. 

Nurse.  Honest  good  fellows,  ah,  put  up ;  put  up  • 
For  well  you  know,  this  is  a  pitiful  case.  lExit  NusSE. 

1  Mus.  Ay,  by  my  troth,  the  case  may  be  amended. 

Enter  Peteb. 
Pet.  Musicians,  O,  musicians.  Hearts  ease,  heart's  ease ;  O, 
an  you  will  have  me  live,  play — heart's  ease. 

1  3Ius.  Why  heart's  ease  ? 

Fet.  O,  musicians,  because  my  heart  itself  plays — Jlf//  heart  is 
full  of  woe :  O,  play  me  some  merry  dump  *  to  comfort  me. 

2  3Ius.  Not  a  dump  we  ;  'tis  no  time  to  play  now. 
Fet.  You  will  not  then  ? 

2  Mus.  No. 

Fet.  I  -will  then  give  it  you  soundly. 

1  Mus.  AVhat  will  you  give  us  ? 

Fet.  No  money,  on  my  faith;  but  the  gleek  :t  I  will  give  you 
the  minstrel. 

1  Mus.  Then  will  I  give  you  the  serving  creature. 

Fet.  Then  will  I  lay  the  serving-creature's  dagger  on  your 
pate.  I  will  carry  no  crotchets  :  I'll  re  you,  I'll  fa  you  ;  Do  you 
note  me  ? 

1  3fus.  An  you  re  us,  and  fa  us,  you  note  us, 

2  Mus.  Pray  you,  puf  up  your  dagger,  and  put  out  your  wit. 
Fet.  Then  have  at  you  with  my  wit ;  I  will  dry-beat  jou  with 

an  iron  wit,  and  put  up  my  iron  dagger : — Answer  me  like  men : 
When  griping  grief  the  heart  doth  icound, 

And  doleful  dumps  the  mind  oppress, 
Then  music,  zcith  her  silver  sound  ; 

"Why,  silver  sound  1  why,  music  icith  her  silver  sound  ? 

What  say  you,  Simon  Catling  ? 

1  Mus.  ilarry,  Sir,  because  silver  hath  a  sweet  sound. 
Fet.  Pretty  !    "\Miat  say  you,  Hugh  Eebeck  ? 

2  Mus.  I  say — silver  sound,  because  musicians  sound  for  silver. 
Fet.  Pretty  too  !— What  say  you,  James  Soundpost  ? 

3  Mus.  'Faith,  I  know  not  what  to  say. 

Fet.  O,  I  cry  you  mercy !  yon  are  the  singer :  I  will  say  for 
you.  It  is  music  with  her  silver  sound,  because  such  fellows  as 
you  have  seldom  gold  for  sounding  : —  « 

*  Dumps  were  heavy  mournful  tunes, 
t  To  glcel-;  is  to  scoff,  and  a  gteekman  signified  a  minstrel. 
2  C2 
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Then  music,  kUIi  her  silver  sound, 

JVith  speedy  help  doth  lend  redress.     \JExit,  singing. 

1  Mus.  AVhat  a  pestilent  knave  is  this  same  ? 

2  Mus.  Hang  him,  Jack  !    Come,  we'll  in  here  ;  tarry  for  the 
mourners,  and  stay  dinner.  iE.veuiii, 


ACT  Y 

SCBNi:  I.— Manilla.    A  Street. 

Enter  EoMEO. 

Mom.  If  I  may  trust  the  flattering  eye  of  sleep, 
My  dreams  presage  some  joyful  news  at  hand : 
^ly  bosom's  lord  sits  lightly  in  his  throne ; 
And,  all  this  day,  an  unaccustom'd  spirit 
Lifts  me  above  the  ground  with  cheerful  thoughts. 
I  dreamt,  my  lady  came  and  found  me  dead 
(Strange  dream !  that  gives  a  dead  man  leave  to  think) ; 
And  breath'd  such  life  with  kisses  iu  my  lips. 
That  I  revived,  and  was  an  emperor. 
Ah  me  !  how  sweet  is  love  itself  possess'd, 
"When  but  love's  shadows  are  so  rich  in  joy  ? 

Enter  Balthasab. 
News  from  Verona  ! — How  now,  Balthasar  ? 
Dost  thou  not  bring  me  letters  from  the  friar  ? 
How  doth  my  lady  ?    Is  my  father  well  ? 
How  fares  my  Juliet  ?    That  I  ask  again ; 
For  nothing  can  be  ill,  if  she  be  well. 

Bal.  Then  she  is  well,  and  nothing  can  be  ill ; 
Her  body  sleeps  in  Capel's  monument, 
And  her  immortal  part  with  angels  lives ; 
I  saw  her  laid  low  in  her  kindred's  vault, 
And  presently  took  post  to  tell  it  you : 
O  pardon  me  for  bringing  these  ill  news,' 
Since  you  did  leave  it  for  my  office.  Sir. 

Rom.  Is  it  even  so  ?  then  I  defy  you,-  stars ! — 
Thou  know'st  my  lodging :  get  me  ink  and  paper. 
And  hire  post-horses ;  I  will  hence  to  night. 

Bal.  Pardon  me,  Sir,  I  will  not  leave  you  thus : 
Your  looks  are  pale  and  wild,  and  do  import 
Some  misadventure. 

Rom.  Tush,  thou  art  deceived  ; 
Leave  mo,  and  do  the  thing  I  bid  thee  do : 
Hast  thou  no  letters  to  me  from  the  friar  ? 

Bal.  No,  my  good  lord. 

Rom.  No  matter :  get  thee  gone, 
And  hire  those  horses ;  I'll  be  with  thee  straight. 

\Exit  Balthasae. 
Well,  Juliet,  I  ^yll  lie  with  thee  to-night. 
Let's  see  for  means : — O,  mischief,  thou  art  swift 
To  enter  in  the  thoughts  of  desperate  men ! 
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I  do  remember  an  apothecary, — 

And  hereabouts  he  dwells, — whom  late  I  noted 

In  tatter'd  weeds,  with  overwhelming  brows. 

Culling  of  simples  ;  meagre  were  his  looks. 

Sharp  misery  had  worn  him  to  the  bones : 

And  in  his  needy  shop  a  tortoise  hung. 

An  alhgator  stufiPd,  and  other  skins 

Of  ill-shaped  fishes ;  and  about  his  shelves 

A  beggarly  account  of  empty  boxes, 

Green  earthen  pots,  bladders,  and  musty  seeds, 

Eemnants  of  packthread,  and  old  cakes  of  roses, 

"Were  thinly  scatter'd,  to  make  up  a  show. 

Noting  this  penury,  to  myself  I  said — 

An  if  a  man  did  need  a  poison  now. 

Whose  sale  is  i^resent  death  in  Mantua, 

Here  lives  a  caitiff  wretch  would  sell  it  him. 

O,  this  same  thought  did  but  forerun  my  need ; 

And  this  same  needy  man  must  sell  it  me. 

As  I  remember,  this  should  be  the  house : 

Being  holiday,  the  beggar's  shop  is  shut. — 

"fl'hat,  ho !  apothecary  ! 

JEnter  Apothecary. 

Ap.  "Who  calls  so  loud  ? 

Rom.  Come  hither,  man. — I  see,  that  thou  art  poor ; 
Hold,  there  is  forty  ducats :  let  me  have 
A  dram  of  poison  ;  such  soon-speeding  geer* 
As  will  disperse  itself  through  all  the  veins, 
That  the  hfe- weary  taker  may  fall  dead  ; 
And  that  the  trunk  may  be  discharged  of  breath 
As  violently,  as  hasty  powder  fired 
Doth  hurry  from  the  fatal  cannon's  -womb. 

Ap.  Such  mortal  drugs  I  have ;  but  Mantua's  law 
Is  death,  to  any  he  that  utters  them. 

Rom.  Art  thou  so  bare,  and  full  of  ^vTetchedness. 
And  fear'st  to  die  ?  famine  is  in  thy  cheeks. 
Need  and  oppression  starveth  in  thy  eyes, 
Upon  thy  back  hangs  ragged  misery, 
The  world  is  not  thy  friend,  nor  the  world's  law : 
The  world  affords  no  law  to  make  thee  rich ; 
Then  be  not  poor,  but  break  it,  and  take  this. 

Ap.  ^1\  poverty,  but  not  my  will,  consents. 

Rom.  I  pay  thy  poverty,  and  not  thy  will. 

Ap.  Put  this  in  any  liquid  thing  you  will, 
And  drink  it  off;  and,  if  you  had  the  strength 
Of  twenty  men,  it  ■would  despatch  you  straight. 

Rom.  There  is  thy  gold ;  worse  poison  to  men's  souls. 
Doing  more  murders  m  this  loathsome  world, 
Than  these  poor  compounds  that  thou  may'st  not  sell : 
I  sell  thee  poison,  thou  hast  sold  me  none. 
Farewell ;  buy  food,  and  get  thyself  in  flesh. — 
Come,  cordial,  and  not  poison ;  go  with  me 
To  Juliet's  grave,  for  there  must  I  use  thee.  ^Exeunt. 

*  stuff. 
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SCENE  JI— Feiae  Laueexce's  Cell. 
Enter  Feiar  Johx. 

John.  Holy  Franciscan  friar  !  brother,  ho ! 
Enter  Feiae  Laxjrexce. 

Lau.  This  same  should  be  the  voice  of  Friar  John. — 
AVelcome  from  ]Mantua :  What  says  Romeo  ? 
Or,  if  his  mind  be  writ,  give  me  his  letter. 

John.  Going  to  find  a  barefoot  brother  out. 
One  of  our  order  to  associate  me. 
Here  in  this  city  visiting  the  sick, 
And  finding  him,  the  searchers  of  the  town. 
Suspecting  that  we  both  were  in  a  house 
Where  the  infectious  pestilence  did  reign, 
Seal'd  up  the  doors,  and  would  not  let  us  forth ; 
So  that  my  speed  to  Mantua  there  was  stay'd. 

Lau.  "Who  bare  my  letter  then  to  E,omeo  ? 

John.  I  could  not  send  it, — here  it  is  again, — 
Nor  get  a  messenger  to  bring  it  thee. 
So  fearful  were  they  of  infection. 

Lau.  Unhappy  fortune  !  by  my  brotherhood. 
The  letter  was  not  nice,*  but  full  of  charge. 
Of  dear  import ;  and  the  neglecting  it 
May  do  much  danger :  Friar  John,  go  hence ; 
Get  me  an  iron  crow,  and  bring  it  straight 
Unto  my  cell. 

John.  Brother,  I'll  go  and  bring't  thee.  [Exit. 

Lau.  Now  must  I  to  the  monument  alone ; 
Within  this  three  hours  will  fair  Juliet  wake ; 
She  will  beshrew  me  much,  that  Eomeo 
Hath  had  no  notice  of  these  accidents : 
But  I  will  \;Tite  again  to  ]\Iantua, 
And  keep  her  at  my  cell  till  liomeo  come ; 
Poor  living  corse,  closed  in  a  dead  man's  tomb !  lE.vif. 

SCENE  IIL — A   Church-Yard ;  in  it,  a  Momtment  lelonginj 
to  the  Capulets. 

Enter  PaeIS,  and  his  PAGE,  hearing  Floicers  and  a  Torch. 

Tar.  Give  me  thy  torch,  boy :  Hence,  and  stand  aloof; — 
Yet  put  it  out,  for  I  would  not  be  seen. 
Under  yon  yew-trees  lay  thee  all  along. 
Holding  thine  ear  close  to  the  hollow  ground ; 
So  shall  no  foot  upon  the  churchyard  tread 
(Being  loose,  unfirm,  with  digging  up  of  graves). 
But  thou  shalt  hear  it :  whistle  then  to  me. 
As  signal  that  thou  hear'st  something  approach. 
Give  me  those  flowers.    Do  as  I  bid  thee,  go. 

Fage.  I  am  almost  afraid  to  stand  alone 
Herein  the  church-yard;  yet  I  will  adventure.  [Hetires. 

Far.  Sweet  flowei-,  with  flowers  I  strew  thy  bridal  bed ; 

*  I.  e.  ou  a  trivial  or  idle  subject. 
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Sweet  tomb,  that  in  thy  circuit  dost  contain 

The  perfect  model  of  eternity  ; 

Fair  Juhet,  tliat  with  angels  dost  remain. 

Accept  this  latest  favour  at  my  hands  ; 

That  living  honour'd  thee,  and,  being  dead, 

"With  funeral  praises  do  adorn  thy  tomb  !        [  T?ve  Boy  u-histles. 

The  boy  gives  warning,  something  doth  approach. 

"What  cursed  foot  wanders  this  way  to-night. 

To  cross  my  obsequies,  and  true-love's  rites  ? 

What,  with  a  torch  ! — muffle  me,  night,  a  while.  \_Retires. 

Enter  EoMEO  and  Balthasae  icith  a  Torch,  Mattock,  S^c. 

Bom.  Give  me  that  mattock,  and  the  wrenching  iron. 
Hold,  take  this  letter ;  early  in  the  morning 
See  thou  deliver  it  to  my  lord  and  father. 
Give  m.e  the  light :  Upon  thy  life  I  charge  thee, 
Whate'er  thou  hear'st  or  seest,  stand  all  aloof, 
And  do  not  interrupt  me  in  my  course. 
Why  I  descend  into  this  bed  of  death, 
Is,  partly,  to  behold  my  lady's  face : 
But,  chiefly,  to  take  hence  from  her  dead  finger 
A  precious  ring ;  a  ring  that  I  must  use 
In  dear  employment:*  therefore  hence,  begone: — 
But  if  thou,  jealous,  dost  return  to  pry 
In  what  I  further  shall  intend  to  do, 
By  heaven,  I  will  tear  thee  joint  by  joint, 
And  strew  this  hungry  churchyard  with  thy  limbs  : 
The  time  and  my  intents  are  savage-wild ; 
More  fierce,  and  more  inexorable  far, 
Than  empty  tigers,  or  the  roaring  sea. 

Bal.  I  will  be  gone.  Sir,  and  not  trouble  you. 

Rom.  So  shalt  thou  show  mc  friendship. — Take  thou  that ; 
Live,  and  be  prosperous  ;  and  farewell,  good  fellow. 

Bal.  For  all  this  same,  I'll  hide  me  hereabout ; 
His  looks  I  fear,  and  his  intents  I  doubt.  [_Eetiree. 

Rom.  Thou  detestable  maw,  thou  womb  of  death 
Gorged  with  the  dearest  morsel  of  the  earth, 
Thus  I  enforce  thy  rotten  jaws  to  open, 

[Breakiup  open  the  door  of  th^  monument. 
And,  in  despite,  I'll  cram  thee  \vith  more  food  ! 
•  Bar.  This  is  that  bauish'd  haughty  Montague, 
That  murder'd  my  love's  cousin  ; — with  which  grief, 
It  is  supposed  the  fair  creature  died, — 
And  here  is  come  to  do  some  villanous  shame 
To  the  dead  bodies :  I  will  apprehend  him. —  [Adi-ances. 

Stop  thy  unhallow'd  toil,  vile  JMontague ; 
Can  vengeance  be  pursued  farther  than  death  ? 
Condemned  villain,  I  do  api)rehend  thee  : 
Obey,  and  go  with  me ;  for  thou  must  die. 

Rom.  I  must,  indeed  ;  and  therefore  came  I  hither. — 
Good  gentle  youth,  tempt  not  a  desperate  man. 
Fly  hence  and  leave  me ;— think  upon  these  gone ; 

*  I.  e,  action  of  importance. 
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Let  them  affright  thee. — I  beseech  thee,  youth 

Heap  not  another  sin  upon  my  head, 

By  urging  me  to  fury  : — O,  be  gone  ! 

By  heaven,  I  love  thee  better  than  myself: 

For  I  come  hither  arm'd  against  myself : 

Stay  not,  begone ; — live,  and  hereafter  say— '■ 

A  madman's  mercy  bade  thee  run  away. 

Far.  I  do  defy  thy  conjurations,* 
And  do  attach  thee  as  a  felon  here. 

B,om.  "Wilt  thou  provoke  me  ?  then  have  at  thee,  bov. 

ITheyfioId. 

Page.  O  lord !  they  fight :  I  ^vill  go  call  the  watch. 

\Exit  Page. 

Par.  O,  I  am  slain  !  \_Falls.'] — If  thou  l^e  merciful, 
Open  the  tomb,  lay  me  with  Juliet.  \_Die.s. 

Horn.  In  faith,  I  will : — Let  me  peruse  this  face ; — 
Mercutio's  kinsman,  noble  county  Paris : — 
What  said  my  man,  when  my  betossed  soul 
Did  not  attend  him  as  we  rode  ?    I  think. 
He  told  me,  Paris  should  have  married  Juliet : 
Said  he  not  so  ?  or  did  I  dream  it  so  ? 
Or  am  I  mad,  hearing  him  talk  of  Juliet, 
To  think  it  was  so  ? — 0,  give  me  thy  hand. 
One  writ  with  me  in  sour  misfortune's  book ! 
I'll  bury  thee  in  a  triumphant  grave, — 
A  grave  ?    O,  no ;  a  lantern,t  slaughter'd  youth. 
For  here  lies  Juhet,  and  her  beauty  makes 
This  vault  a  feasting  presence  +  full  of  light. 
Death,  lie  thou  there,  by  a  dead  man  interr'd. 

[Lai/ing  PaEIS  in  the  monument. 
How  oft  when  men  are  at  the  point  of  death 
Have  they  been  merry  ?  which  their  keepers  call 
A  lightning  before  death  :  O,  how  may  I 
Call  this  a  lightning  ? — O,  my  love  I  my  Avife  ! 
Death  that  hath  suck'd  the  honey  of  thy  breath, 
Hath  had  no  power  yet  upon  thy  beauty  : 
Thou  art  not  conquer'd ;  beauty's  ensign  yet 
Is  rrimson  in  thy  lips,  and  in  thy  cheeks, 
And  death's  pale  flag  is  not  advanced  there.— 
Tybalt,  liest  thou  there  in  thy  bloody  sheet  ? 
O,  what  more  favour  can  I  do  to  thee, 
Than  with  that  hand  that  cut  thy  youth  in  twain, 
To  sunder  his  that  was  thine  enemy  ? 
Forgive  "me,  cousin  \ — Ah,  dear  Juliet, 
Why  art  thou  yet  so  fair  ?    Shall  I  believe 
That  unsubstantial  Death  is  amorous  ; 
And  that  the  lean  abhorred  monster  keeps 
Thee  here  in  dark  to  be  his  paramour  ? 
For  fear  of  that,  I  will  still  stay  with  thee  ; 
And  never  from  this  palace  of  dim  night 
Depart  again  ;  here,  here  \y\\\  I  remain 

*  Thy  conjurhigs.  t  J-  ^-  an  open-work  rault. 

t  Presence  chamber. 
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"With  worms  that  are  thy  chambermaids;  O,  here 

"Will  I  set  up  my  everlasting  rest ; 

And  shake  the  yoke  of  inauspicious  stars 

From  this  world-wearied  flesh. — Eyes,  look  your  last ! 

Arms,  take  your  last  embrace  !  and  lips,  O  you 

The  doors  of  breath,  seal  with  a  righteous  kiss 

A  dateless  bargain  to  engrossing  death  ? — 

Come,  bitter  conduct,*  come,  unsavoury  guide  ! 

Thou  desperate  pilot,  now  at  once  run  on 

The  dashing  rocks  thy  sea-sick  weary  bark  ! 

Here's  to  my  love  ! — [Driyiks.]    O,  true  apothecary  ! 

Thy  drugs  are  quick. — Thus  with  a  kiss  I  die.  iDies. 

Unter  at  the  other  end  of  the  Church-yard ,  Friar  Laueexce, 
loith  a  Lantern,  Crmo,  and  Spade. 

Fri.  Saint  Francis  be  my  speed  !  how  oft  to-night 
Have  my  old  feet  stumbled  at  graves  ? — "Who's  there  ? 
Who  is  it  that  consorts,t  so  late  the  dead  ? 

Bal.  Here's  one,  a  friend,  and  one  that  knows  you  \'iell. 

Fri.  Bliss  be  upon  you  !    Tell  me,  good  my  friend, 
"What  torch  is  yond',  that  vainly  lends  his  light 
To  grubs  and  eyeless  sculls  ?  as  I  discern. 
It  bumeth  in  the  Capels'  monument. 

Bal.  It  doth  so,  holy  Sir ;  and  there's  my  master. 
One  that  you  love. 

FH.  TVho  is  it  ? 

Bal.  Eomeo. 

Fri.  How  long  hath  he  been  there  ? 

Bal.  Full  half  an  hour. 

Fri.  Go  ^Ith  me  to  the  vault. 

Bal.  I  dare  not.  Sir : 
My  master  knows  not,  but  I  am  gone  hence ; 
And  fearfully  did  menace  me  with  death, 
If  I  did  stay  to  look  on  his  intents. 

Fri.  Stay,  then ;  I'll  go  alone : — Fear  comes  upon  me : 
O,  much  I  fear  some  ill  unluckj'  thing. 

Bal.  As  I  did  sleep  under  this  yew-tree  here, 
I  dreamt  my  master  and  another  fought. 
And  that  my  master  slew  him. 

Fri.  Romeo  ?  {^Advances. 

Alack,  alack,  what  blood  is  this,  which  stains 
The  stony  entrance  of  this  sepulchre  ? — 
"What  mean  these  masterless  and  gory  swords 
To  lie  discolour'd  by  this  place  of  peace  ?  [Enters  the  monument. 
Eomeo  !    O,  pale  I — A^'ho  else  ?  what,  Paris,  too  ? 
And  steep'd  in  blood  ? — Ah,  what  an  unkind  hour 
Is  guilty  of  this  lamentable  chance ! — 
The  lady  stirs.  [Juliet  icakes  and  stirs. 

Jul.  O,  comfortable  friar  !  where  is  my  lord? 
I  do  remember  well  where  I  should  be. 
And  there  I  am  : — "Where  is  my  Romeo  ?  [Noise  within. 

Fri.  I  hear  some  noise. — Lady,  come  from  that  nest 

*  Conductor.  t  Keeps  company  with. 
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Of  death,  contagion,  and  unnatural  sleep  ; 
A  greater  power  than  we  can  contradict 
Hath  thwarted  our  intents ;  come,  come  away : 
Thy  husband  in  thy  bosom  there  lies  dead ; 
And  Paris  too  ;  come,  I'll  dispose  of  thee 
Among  a  sisterhood  of  holy  nuns : 
Stay  not  to  question,  for  the  watch  is  coming  ; 
Come,  go,  good  Juliet, — [Noise  again.}    I  dare  stay  no  longer. 

[Kvit. 

Jul.  Go,  get  thee  hence,  for  I  will  not  away. — 
What's  here  ?  a  cup,  closed  in  my  true  love's  hand  ? 
Poison,  I  see,  hath  been  his  timeless  end  : — 
O  churl !  drink  all ;  and  leave  no  friendly  drop. 
To  help  me  after  ? — I  will  kiss  thy  lips ; 
Haply,  some  poison  yet  doth  hang  on  them. 
To  make  me  die  with  a  restorative.  [Kisses  him. 

Thy  lips  are  warm  ! 

1  Watch.  [  Within.']  Lead,  boy :— Which  way  ? 

Jul.  Yea,  noise  ? — then  I'll  be  brief. — O  happy  dagger ! 

[Snatching  RoMEO's  Dagger. 
This  is  thy  sheath ;  [Stabs  herself.']  there  rest,  and  let  me  die. 
[Falls  on  EoilEo's  lodij,  and  dies. 

Enter  Watch,  loith  the  Page  of  Paris, 

Page.  This  is  the  place  ;  there,  where  the  torch  doth  burn. 

1  Watch.   The  ground  is  bloody;  Search  about  the  church- 
yard : 

Go,  some  of  you,  whoe'er  you  find,  attach.  [Exeunt  some. 

Pitiful  sight !  here  lies  the  county  slain  ; — 

And  Juliet  bleeding  :  warm,  and  newly  dead. 

Who  here  hath  lain  these  two  days  buried. — 

Go,  tell  the  prince, — run  to  the  Capulets, — 

Eaise  up  the  Montagues, — some  others,  search ; — 

[Exeunt  other  WatCHMEX. 
We  see  the  ground  whereon  these  woes  do  lie ; 
But  the  true  ground  of  all  these  piteous  woes, 
We  cannot  without  circumstance  descry. 

Enter  some  of  the  Watch,  tcitk  Balthasak. 

2  Watch.   Here's  Borneo's  man,  we  found  him  in  the  church- 
yard. 

1  Watch.  Hold  him  in  safety,  till  the  prince  come  hither. 

Enter  another  WATCHiTAN  tcith  Friar  Laueexce. 

3  Watch.  Here  is  a  friar,  that  trembles,  sighs,  and  weeps : 
"We  took  this  mattock  and  this  spade  fromhim. 

As  he  was  coming  from  this  church-yard  side. 
1  Watch.  A  great  suspicion ;  Stay  the  friar  too. 

Enter  the  PfilNCE  and  Attendants. 

Prince.  What  misadventure  is  so  early  up, 
That  calls  our  person  from  our  morning's  rest? 
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JSnter  Captjlet,  Lady  Capulet,  and  ethers. 

Cap.  What  should  it  be,  that  they  so  shriek  abroad  ? 

La.  Cap.  The  people  in  the  street  cry — Konieo, 
Some — Juliet,  and  some — Paris ;  and  all  run, 
With  open  outcry  toward  our  monument. 

JPrince.  What  fear  is  this,  which  startles  in  our  ears? 

1  Watch.  Sovereign,  here  lies  the  county  Paris  slain ; 
And  Romeo  dead ;  and  Juliet,  dead  before, 
W^arm  and  new  kill'd. 

Frince.  Search,  seek,  and  know  how  t-Inis  foul  murder  comes. 

1  Watch.  Here  is  a  friar,  and  slaughter'd  Romeo's  man ; 
With  instruments  upon  them,  fit  to  open 
These  dead  men's  tombs. 

Cap.  O,  heavens !  O,  wife  !  look  how  our  daughter  bleeds ! 
This  dagger  hath  mista'en — for  lo !  his  house* 
Is  empty  on  the  back  of  Montague, — 
And  is  mis-sheathed  in  my  daughter's  bosom. 

La.  Cap.  O  me  !  this  sight  of  death  is  as  a  bell, 
That  warns  my  old  age  to  a  sepulchre. 

ISnter  MONTAGUE  and  others. 

Prince.  Come,  IVIontague ;  for  thou  art  early  up. 
To  see  thy  son  and  heir  more  early  down. 

Mon.  Alas,  my  liege,  ray  wife  is  dead  to-night ; 
Grief  of  my  son's  exile  hath  stopp'd  her  breath : 
What  further  woe  conspires  against  mine  age  ? 

Frince.  Look,  and  thou  shalt  see. 

Mon.  O  thou  untaught !  what  manners  is  in  this, 
To  press  before  thy  father  to  a  grave  ? 

Frmce.  Seal  up  the  mouth  of  outrage  for  a  Avhile, 
Till  we  can  clear  these  ambiguities, 
And  know  their  spring,  their  head,  their  true  descent ; 
And  then  will  I  be  general  of  your  woes, 
And  lead  you  even  to  death  :  Meantime  forbear, 
And  let  mischance  bo  slave  to  patience. — 
Bring  forth  the  parties  of  suspicion. 

Fri.  I  am  the  greatest,  able  to  do  least. 
Yet  most  suspected,  as  the  time  and  place 
Doth  make  against  me,  of  this  direful  murder ; 
And  here  I  stand,  both  to  impeach  and  purge 
Myself  condemned  and  myself  accused.  v 

Frince.  Then  say  at  once  what  thou  dost  know  in  i\m. 

Fri.  I  will  be  brief,  for  my  short  date  of  breath 
Is  not  so  long  as  is  a  tedious  tale. 
'Romeo,  there  dead,  was  husband  to  tliat  Juliet ; 
And  she,  there  dead,  that  Romeo's  faithful  wife : 
I  married  them ;  and  their  stolen-marriage-day 
Was  Tybalt's  doomsday,  whose  untimely  death 
Ranish'd  the  new-made  bridegroom  from  this  city ; 
i'or  whom,  and  not  for  Tybalt,  Juliet  pined. 
Yoti — to  remove  that  siegef  of  grief  from  her, — 
*  Scabbard.  +  Seat. 
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Betroth'd,  and  would  have  married  her  perforce, 
To  county  Paris :— Then  comes  she  to  me ; 
And,  with  wild  looks,  bid  me  devise  some  means 
To  rid  her  from  this  second  marriage. 
Or,  in  my  cell  there  would  she  kill  herself. 
Then  gave  I  her,  so  tutor'd  by  my  art, 
A  sleeping  potion  ;  which  so  took  effect 
As  I  intended,  for  it  wrought  on  her 
The  form  of  death ;  meantime  I  wTit  to  Eomeo, 
That  he  should  hither  come  as  this  dire  night. 
To  help  to  take  her  from  her  borrow'd  grave, 
Eeing  the  time  the  potion's  force  should  cease. 
But  he  which  bore  my  letter,  friar  John, 
"Was  staid  by  accident ;  and  yesternight 
lletum'd  my  letter  back  :  Then  all  alone. 
At  the  prefixed  hour  of  her  Avaking, 
Came  I  to  take  her  from  her  kindred's  vault ; 
Meaning  to  keep  her  closely  at  my  cell, 
Till  I  conveniently  could  send  to  Romeo : 
But,  when  I  came  (some  minute  ere  the  time 
Of  her  awakening),  here  untimely  lay 
The  noble  Paris,  and  true  Romeo,  dead. 
She  wakes  ;  and  I  entreated  her  come  forth. 
And  bear  this  work  of  heaven  with  patience  : 
But  then  a  noise  did  scare  me  from  the  tomb ; 
And  she,  too  desperate,  would  not  go  with  me. 
But  (as  it  seems)  did  violence  on  hei'self. 
All  tlais  I  know ;  and  to  the  marriage 
Her  nurse  is  privy :  And,  if  avight  in  this 
Miscarried  by  my  fault,  let  my  old  life 
Be  sacrificed,  some  hour  before  his  time. 
Unto  the  rigour  of  severest  law. 

Prince.  We  still  have  known  thee  for  a  holy  man. — 
■AVhere's  Romeo's  man  ?  what  can  he  say  in  this  ? 

Bal.  I  brought  my  master  ne^\■s  of  Juliet's  death  ; 
And  then  in  post  he  came  from  Mantua, 
To  this  same  place,  to  this  same  monument. 
This  letter  he  early  bid  me  give  his  father ; 
And  threaten'd  me  with  death,  going  in  the  vault. 
If  I  departed  not,  and  left  him  there. 

Prince.  Give  me  the  letter,  I  will  look  on  it. — 
"Where  is  the  county's  page,  that  raised  the  watch  ?— 
Sirrah,  wliat  made  your  ma-ster  in  this  place  ? 

Page.  He  came  with  flowers  to  strew  his  ladj's  grave ; 
And  bid  me  stand  aloof,  and  so  I  did : 
Anon,  comes  one  with  light  to  ope  the  tomb ; 
And,  by  and  by,  my  master  drew  on  him  ; 
And  then  I  ran  away  to  call  the  watch. 

Prince.  This  letter  doth  make  good  the  friar's  words. 
Their  course  of  love,  the  tidings  of  her  death : 
And  here  he  writes — that  he  did  buy  a  poison 
Of  a  poor  'pothecary,  and  therewithal 
Came  to  this  vault  to  die.  and  lie  with  Juliet.— 


SCENE  III.]  EOMEO  AND  JULIET.  397 

Where  be  these  enemies  ?  Capulet !  Slontague ! 

See,  what  a  scourge  is  laid  upon  your  hate, 

That  heaven  finds  means  to  kill  your  joys  uith  lovo  ! 

And  I,  for  -ninking  at  your  discords  too 

Have  lost  a  brace  of  kinsmen  :* — all  are  punish'd. 

Cap.  O,  brother  Montague,  give  ine  thy  hand  r 
This  is  my  daughter's  jointure,  for  no  more 
Can  I  demand. 

Mon.  But  I  can  give  thee  more : 
For  I  will  raise  her  statue  in  pure  gold ; 
That,  while  Verona  by  that  name  is  known, 
There  shall  no  figure  at  such  rate  be  set, 
As  that  of  true  and  faithful  Juliet. 

Cap.  As  rich  shall  Romeo  by  his  lady  lie ; 
Poor  sacrifices  of  our  enmity  ! 

Frince.  A  glooming  peace  this  morning  with  it  brings ; 
The  sun  for  sorrow  will  not  show  his  head : 
Go  hence,  to  have  more  talk  of  these  sad  things ; 
Some  shall  be  pardon'd,  and  some  punished : 
Tor  never  was  a  story  of  more  woe. 
Than  this  of  Juliet  and  her  Romeo.  \_Exeunt. 

*  Mercutio  and  Paris. 
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ACT  I. 

SCEXi:  I.—Elslnoi-e.    A  Plafform  before  the  Cadle. 
FeaxcISCO  on  Ills  posf.—Edfer  to  Mm  BeexaEDO. 

Ber.  '\Tho's  there  ? 

Fran.  Nay,  answer  me  :  stand,  and  unfold 
Yourself. 

Ber.  Long  live  the  king. 

Fran.  Bernardo  ? 

Ber.  He. 

Fran.  You  come  most  carefully  upon  your  hour. 

Ber.  'Tis  now  struck  twelve ;  get  thee  to  bed,  Francisco. 

Fran.  For  this  relief,  much  thanks ;  'tis  bitter  cold, 
And  I  am  sick  at  heart. 

Ber.  Have  you  had  quiet  guard  ? 

Fran.  Not  a  mouse  stirring. 

Ber.  Well,  good  night. 
If  you  do  meet  Horatio  and  ^Marcellus, 
The  rivals*  of  my  watch,  bid  them  make  haste. 

Fntcr  Horatio  and  Marcellus. 
Fran.  1  think,  I  hear  them.— Stand,  ho  I    "Who  is  there  ? 
Hor.  Friends  to  this  ground. 

♦  Partners. 
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Mar.  And  liegemen  to  the  Dane. 

Fran.  Give  you  good  night. 

3Iar.  O,  farewell,  honest  soldier : 
"Who  hath  relieved  you  ? 

JFran.  Bernardo  hath  my  place. 
Give  you  good  night.  [JSxit  FUANCISCO. 

Mar.  iTolIa  !   Bernardo ! 

Jier.  Say. 
What,  is  Horatio  there  ? 

Mor.  A  piece  of  him. 

£er.  Welcome,  Horatio ;  welcome,  good  Marcellus. 

Jlor.  What,  has  this  thing  appear'd  again  to-night  ? 

Jier.  I  have  seen  nothing. 

Mar.  Horatio  says,  'tis  but  our  fantasy ; 
And  will  not  let  belief  take  hold  of  him. 
Touching  this  dreaded  sight,  twice  seen  of  us ; 
Therefore  I  have  entreated  him  along, 
With  us  to  watch  the  minutes  of  this  night ; 
That,  if  again  this  apparition  come. 
He  may  approve*  our  eyes,  and  speak  to  it. 

Jlor.  Tush  Utush !  'twill  not  appew. 

Set:  Sit  down  awhile ; 
And  let  us  once  again  assail  your  ears. 
That  are  so  fortified  against  our  story, 
That  we  two  nights  have  seen. 

Sor.  Well,  sit  we  down, 
And  let  us  hear  Bernardo  speak  of  this. 

Ber.  Last  night  of  all, 
When  yon  same  star,  that's  westward  from  the  pole, 
Had  made  his  course  to  illume  that  part  of  heaven 
Where  now  it  burns,  Marcellus,  and  myself, 
The  bell  then  beating  one, — 

Mar.  Peace,  break  thee  off;  look,  where  it  comes  again  ! 

Enter  GHOST. 

Ber.  In  the  same  figure  like  the  king  that's  dead. 

Mar.  Thou  art  a  scholar,  speak  to  it,  Horatio. 

Ber.  Looks  it  not  like  the  king  ?  mark  it,  Horatio. 

llor.  Most  like : — it  harrows  me  with  fear  and  wonder. 

Ber.  It  would  be  spoke  to. 

Mar.  Speak  to  it,  Horatio. 

Hor.  What  art  thou,  that  usurp'st  this  time  of  night, 
Together  ■with  that  fair  aud  warlike  form 
In  which  the  majesty  of  buried  Denmark 
Did  sometinies  march  ?  by  heaven  I  charge  thee,  speak. 

Mar.  It  is  offended. 

Ber.  See  !  it  stalks  away. 

Sor.  Stay ;  speak  :  speak  I  charge  thee,  speak.    \_Bxit  GHOST. 

Mar.  'Tis  gone,  and  will  not  answer.  • 

Ber.  How  now,  Horatio  ?  you  tremble,  and  look  pale : 
Is  not  this  something  more  than  fantasy  ? 
What  think  you  of  it  ? 

*  Establish  the  evidence  of. 
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Hor.  Before  my  God,  I  miglit  not  this  believe, 
AVithout  the  sensible  and  true  avouch 
Of  mine  own  eyes. 

Mar.  Is  it  not  like  the  king  ? 

Hor.  As  thou  art  to  thyself: 
Such  was  the  very  armour  he  had  on. 
When  he  the  ambitious  Norway  combated ; 
So  frown'd  he  once,  when,  in  angry  iiarle,* 
He  smote  the  sledded  Polackf  on  the  ice. 
'Tis  strange. 

Mar.  Thus,  twice  before,  and  jumpj  at  this  dead  hour. 
With  martial  stalk  hath  he  gone  by  our  watch. 

Hor.  In  what  particular  thought  to  work,  I  knon'  not ; 
But,  in  the  gross  and  scope  of  mme  opinion, 
This  bodes  some  strange  eruption  to  our  state. 

Mar.  Good  now,  sit  down,  and  tell  me,  he  that  knows, 
Why  this  same  strict  and  most  observant  watch 
So  nightly  toils  the  subject  of  the  land ; 
And  why  such  daily  cast  of  brazen  cannon. 
And  foreign  mart  for  implements  of  war ; 
Why  such  impress  of  shipwrights,  whose  sore  tasli 
Does  not  divide  the  Sunday  from  the  week : 
What  might  be  toward,  that  this  sweaty  haste 
Doth  make  the  night  joint-labourer  with  tlie  day ; 
Who  is't,  that  can  inform  me  ? 

Hor.  That  can  I ; 
At  least,  the  whisper  goes  so.    Our  last  king. 
Whose  image  even  but  now  appear'd  to  us. 
Was,  as  you  know,  by  Fortinbras  of  Norway, 
Thereto  prick'd  on  by  a  most  emulate  pride, 
Dared  to  the  combat ;  in  which  our  valiant  Hamlet 
{For  so  this  side  of  our  known  world  esteem'd  him) 
Did  slay  this  Fortinbras ;  who,  by  a  seal'd  compact. 
Well  ratified  by  law  and  heraldry. 
Did  forfeit,  with  his  life,  all  those  his  lands, 
AVhich  he  stood  seized  of,  to  the  conqueror : 
Against  the  which,  a  moiety  competent 
Was  gaged  by  our  king ;  which  had  return'd 
To  the  inheritance  of  Fortinbras, 
Had  he  been  vanquisher ;  as,  by  the  same  comart,§ 
And  carriage  of  the  article  designed,  || 
His  fell  to  Hamlet :  Now,  Sir,  young  Fortinbras, 
Of  unimproved  mettle  hot  and  full, if 
Hath  in  the  skirts  of  Norway,  hero  and  there, 
Shark'd**  up  a  list  of  landless  resolutes. 
For  food  and  diet,  to  some  enterprise 
That  hath  a  stomach++  in't :  which  is  no  other 
(As  it  dcj^h  well  appear  unto  our  state). 
But  to  recover  of  us,  by  strong  hand, 
And  terms  compulsatory,  those  'foresaid  lands 

*  Dispute.  t  Sledged  Polander.  t  Just.  §  Joint  bargain. 

11  Confirmed  bargain.  ^  Full  of  spirit  without  experience. 

**  Picked.  tt  Resolution. 
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So  by  his  father  lost :  And  this,  I  take  it, 

Is  the  main  motive  of  our  preparations ; 

The  source  of  this  our  watch  ;  and  the  chief  head 

Of  this  post-haste  and  roma^e*  in  the  land. 

Ber.  I  think,  it  be  no  other,  but  even  so : 
Well  may  it  sort,t  that  this  portentous  fisrure 
Comes  armed  through  our  watch ;  so  like  the  kin?; 
That  was,  and  is,  the  question  of  these  wars. 

Hor.  A  mote  it  is,  to  trouble  the  mind's  eye. 
In  the  most  high  and  palmy  state  of  Eome, 
A  little  ere  the  mightiest  Julius  fell, 
The  graves  stood  tenantless,  and  the  sheeted  dead 
Did  squeak  and  gibber  in  the  Roman  streets.  % 
As,  stars  with  trains  of  fire  and  dews  of  blood. 
Disasters  in  the  sun ;  and  the  moist  star,§ 
Upon  whose  influence  Neptune's  empire  stands, 
A^  as  sick  almost  to  doomsday  with  eclipse. 
And  even  the  like  precurse  of  fierce  events, — 
As  harbingers  preceding  still  the  fates. 
And  prologue  to  the  omen|!  coming  on, 
Have  heaven  and  earth  together  demonstrated 
Unto  our  climatures  and  countrymen. — 

He-enter  GnoST. 

But,  soft ;  behold  !  lo,  where  it  comes  again ! 

I'll  cross  it,  though  it  blast  me. — Stay,  illusion ! 

If  thou  hast  any  sound,  or  use  of  voice. 

Speak  to  me : 

If  there  be  any  good  thing  to  be  done, 

That  may  to  thee  do  ease,  and  grace  to  me, 

Speak  to  me : 

If  thou  art  privy  to  thy  country's  fate, 

AVhicli,  happily,  foreknowing,  may  avoid, 

O,  speak ! 

Or,  if  thou  hast  uphoarded  in  thy  life 

Extorted  treasure  in  the  womb  of  earth. 

For  which,  they  say,  you  spirits  oft  ^valk  in  death,    !_  Coclc  crotvs. 

Siicak  of  it : — stay,  and  speak. — Stop  it,  ilarcellus. 

J\[ar.  Shall  I  strike  at  it  with  my  partizan  ? 

Jlor.  Do,  if  it  will  not  stand. 

£e>:  'Tis  here ! 

Jlor.  'Tis  here ! 

J/aA  'Tis  gone !  _  [Exit  GnOiT. 

AVe  d(j  it  wrong,  being  so  majestical, 
To  ofl'er  it  the  shpw  of  violence ; 
For  it  L^,  as  the  air,  invulnerable, 
And  our  vain  blows  malicious  mockery. 

£er.  It  was  about  to  speak,  when  the  cock  crew. 

^Ilor.  And  then  it  started  like  a  guilty  thing 
Upon  a  fearful  summons.    I  have  heard, 
The  cock,  that  is  the  trumpet  of  the  mom, 

*  strict  search.  t  Suit.  t  Ttic  connecting  verse  is  lost. 

0  Tlie  moon.  i  Event. 
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Dotli  Avitli  his  lofty  and  shrill-sounding  throat 
Awake  the  god  of  "day ;  and,  at  his  warning, 
Whether  in  sea  or  fire,  in  earth  or  air. 
The  extravagant  and  erring*  spirit  hies 
To  his  confine  :  and  of  the  truth  herein 
This  present  object  made  probation.f 

Mar.  It  faded  on  the  crowing  of  the  cock. 
Some  say,  that  ever  'gainst  that  season  comes 
Wherein  our  Saviouf  s  birth  is  celebrated, 
This  bird  of  dawning  singeth  all  night  long :' 
And  then  they  say  no  spirit  dares  stir  abroad ; 
The  nights  are  wholesome ;  then  no  planets  strike, 
No  fairy  takes,  t  nor  witch  hath  power  to  charm, 
So  hallow'd  and  so  gracious  is  the  time. 

Sor.  So  I  have  heard,  and  do  in  part  beheve  it. 
Eut,  look,  the  morn,  in  russet  mantle  clad, 
"Walks  o'er  the  dew  of  yon  high  eastern  hill : 
Break  we  our  watch  up ;  and,  by  my  advice. 
Let  us  impart  what  we  have  seen  to-night 
Unto  young  Hamlet ;  for,  upon  my  life, 
This  spirit,  dumb  to  us,  will  speak  to  him : 
Do  you  consent,  we  shall  acquaint  him  with  it, 
As  needful  in  our  loves,  fitting  our  duty  ? 

Mar.  Let's  do't,  I  pray,  and  I  this  morning  know 
Where  we  shall  find  him  most  convenient.  [^ExeuyU, 

SCENE  II. — The  same.    A  Room  of  State  in  the  same. 

Enter  the  KiXG,  QrEEX,  Hamlet,  PoLoxirs,  L.\:ehtes,  Yol- 
TIMAXD,  COENELIUS,  LOEDS,  and  Attendants. 
King.  Though  yet  of  Hamlet  our  dear  brother's  death 
The  memory  be  green  ;  and  that  it  us  befitted 
To  bear  our  hearts  in  grief,  and  our  whole  kingdom 
To  be  contracted  in  one  brow  of  woe ; 
Yet  so  far  hath  discretion  fought  with  nature, 
That  we  with  wisest  sorrow  think  on  him. 
Together  with  remembrance  of  ourselves. 
Therefore  our  sometime  sister,  now  our  queen. 
The  imperial  jointress  of  this  warlike  state. 
Have  we,  as  'twere,  with  a  defeated  joy, — 
With  one  auspicious,  and  one  dropping  eye  ; 
With  mirth  in  funeral,  and  with  dirge  in  marriage. 
In  equal  scale,  weighing  delight  and  dole,  § — 
Taken  to  Avife :  nor  have  we  herein  barr"d 
Your  better  wisdoms,  which  have  freely  gone 
With  this  aflair  along: — For  all,  our  thanks. 
Now  follows,  that  you  know,  young  Fortiubras, — 
Holding  a  weak  supposal  of  our  worth ; 
Or  thinking,  by  our  late  dear  brother's  death. 
Our  state  to  be  disjoint  and  out  of  frame, 
CoUeagued  with  this  dream  of  his  advantage, 

*  ^Yande^ing.  t  Proof.  j  Strikes.  §  Grief. 
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He  hath  not  failed  to  pester  us  with  message, 

Importing  our  surrender  of  those  lands 

Lost  by  his  father,  with  all  bands  *  of  law, 

To  our  most  valiant  brother. — So  much  for  him, 

Now  for  ourself,  and  for  this  time  of  meeting. 

Thus  much  the  business  is :  We  have  here  >Trit 

To  Norway,  uncle  of  young  Fortinbras, — 

Who,  impotent  and  bed-rid,  scarcely  hears 

Of  this  his  nephew's  purpose, — to  suppress 

His  further  gait  f  herein ;  in  that  the  levies. 

The  listSj  and  full  proportions,  are  all  made 

Out  of  his  subject : — and  we  here  despatch 

Tou,  good  Cornelius,  and  you,  Voltimand, 

Por  bearers  of  this  greeting  to  old  Norway ; 

Giving  to  you  no  further  i)ersonal  ix)wer 

To  business  with  the  king,  more  than  the  scope 

Of  these  dilated  articles  allow. 

Farewell ;  and  let  your  haste  commend  your  duty. 

Cor.  Vol.  In  that,  and  all  things,  will  we  show  our  duty. 

King.  We  doubt  it  nothing ;  heartily  farewelL 

\_i:xeunt  Voltimand  and  CoEKELirs. 
And  now,  Laertes,  what's  the  news  with  you  ? 
Tou  told  us  of  some  suit ;  What  is't,  Laertes  ? 
Tou  cannot  speak  of  reason  to  the  Dane, 
And  lose  your  voice :  What  wouldst  thou  beg,  Laertes  ? 
That  shall  not  be  my  offer,  not  thy  asking  ? 
The  head  is  not  more  native  to  the  heart, 
The  hand  more  instrumental  to  the  mouth. 
Than  is  the  throne  of  Denmark  to  thy  father. 
What  wouldst  thou  have,  Laertes  ? 

Laer.  My  dread  lord. 
Tour  leave  and  favour  to  return  to  France ; 
From  whence  though  willingly  I  came  to  Denmark, 
To  show  my  duty  in  your  coronation : 
Tet  now,  I  must  confess,  that  duty  done. 
My  thoughts  and  wishes  bend  again  toward  France, 
And  bow  them  to  your  gracious  leave  and  pardon. 

King.  Have  you  your  father's  leave  ?  What  says  Polonius  ? 

Pol.  He  hath,  my  lord,  [wrung  from  me  my  slow  leave. 
By  laboursome  petition  ;  and,  at  last, 
Upon  his  will  I  seal'd  my  hard  consent :] 
I  do  beseech  you,  give  him  leave  to  go. 

King.  Take  thy  fair  hour,  Laertes ;  time  be  thine. 
And  thy  best  graces :  spend  it  at  thy  will. — 
But  now,  my  cousin  Hamlet,  and  my  son, 

Sam.  A  little  more  than  kin,  and  less  than  kind.  [^Aside. 

King.  How  is  it,  that  the  clouds  still  hang  on  you  ? 

Ham.  Not  so,  my  lord,  I  am  too  much  i'the  sun. 

Queen.  Good  Hamlet,  cast  thy  nighted  colour  off. 
And  let  thine  eye  look  like  a  friend  on  Denmark. 
Do  not,  for  ever,  with  thy  veil'd  lids  % 

*  Bonds.  t  Progress.  t  Lowering  eyes. 
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Seek  for  thy  noble  father  in  the  dust : 
Thou  know'st  'tis  common ;  all,  that  live,  must  die, 
Passing  through  nature  to  eternity. 
Sam.  Aj,  madam,  it  is  common. 
Queen.  If  it  be, 
Why  seems  it  so  particular  with  thee  ? 

Sam.  Seems,  madam  !  nay,  it  is  ;  I  know  not  see'.us. 
'Tis  not  alone  my  inky  cloak,  good  mother, 
Nor  customary  suits  of  solemn  black, 
Nor  windy  suspiration  of  forced  breath, 
No,  nor  the  fruitful  river  in  the  eye. 
Nor  the  dejected  haviour  of  the  visage, 
Together  with  all  forms,  modes,  shows  of  grief. 
That  can  denote  me  truly :  These,  indeed,  seem. 
For  they  are  actions  that  a  man  might  play : 
But  I  have  that  within,  which  passeth  show ; 
These,  but  the  trappings  and  the  suits  of  woe. 

King.  'Tis  sweet  and  commendable  in  your  nature.,  llamlet, 
To  give  these  mourning  duties  to  your  father : 
But,  you  must  know,  your  father  lost  a  father ; 
That  father  lost  his ;  and  the  surwor  bound 
In  filial  obligation,  for  some  terra 
To  do  obsequious  *  sorrow :  but  to  persevcr 
In  obstinate  condolement,  t  is  a  course 
Of  impious  stubbornness ;  'tis  unmanly  grief : 
It  shows  a  will  most  incorrect  %  to  heaven ; 
A  heart  unfortified,  or  mind  impatient ; 
An  understanding  simple  and  unschool'd ; 
For  what,  we  know  must  be,  and  is  as  common 
As  any  the  most  vulgar  thing  to  sense, 
"Why  should  we,  in  our  peevish  opposition, 
Take  it  to  heart  ?  Fie  !  'tis  a  fault  to  heaven, 
A  fault  against  the  dead,  a  fault  to  nature. 
To  reason  most  absurd ;  whose  common  theme 
Is  death  of  fathers,  and  who  still  hath  cried, 
From  the  first  corse,  till  he  that  died  to-day. 
This  must  be  so.    We  pray  you,  throw  to  earth 
This  unprevaiUng  woe ;  and  think  of  us 
As  of  a  liather :  for  let  the  world  take  note, 
You  are  the  most  immediate  to  our  throne  ; 
And,  •with  no  less  nobility  of  love, 
Than  that  which  dearest  father  bears  his  son, 
Do  I  impart  toward  you.    For  your  intent 
In  going  back  to  school  in  AYittenberg, 
It  is  most  retrograde  to  our  desire  : 
And,  we  beseech  you,  bend  §  you  to  remain 
Here,  in  the  cheer  and  comfort  of  our  eye. 
Our  chiefest  courtier,  cousin,  and  our  son. 

Queen.  Let  not  thy  mother  lose  her  prayers,  Hanilc-t ; 
I  pray  thee  stay  with  us,  go  not  to  Wittenberg. 

Sam.  I  shall  in  all  my  best  obey  you,  madam. 

King.  Why,  'tis  a  loving  and  a  fair  reply ; 

*  Funereal.  t  Mourning,  j  Ill-reg-ulated.  k  Incline. 
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Be  as  oursolf  in  Denmark. — Madam,  come ; 

This  gentle  and  unforced  accord  of  Hamlet 

Sits  smiling  to  my  heart :  in  grace  whereof, 

No  jocund  health  that  Denmark  di-inks  to-day. 

But  the  great  cannon  to  the  clouds  shall  tell ; 

And  the  king's  rouse*  the  heaven  shall  bruit  t  a^ain, 

Eespeaking  earthly  thunder.    Come  away. 

[Exeunt  KING,  QuEEN,  Lords,  ^r.  PoL.,  and  Laertes 
Sam.  O,  that  this  too  too  solid  flesh  would  melt. 
Thaw,  and  resolve  itself  into  a  dew  ! 
Or  that  the  Everlasting  had  not  fix'd 
His  canon  'gainst  self-slaughter  !    O  God  !  O  God ! 
How  weary,  stale,  flat,  and  unprofitable 
Seem  to  me  all  the  uses  of  this  world  ! 
Fie  on't !  O  fie  !  'tis  an  unweeded  garden. 
That  grows  to  seed ;  things  rank,  and  gross  in  nature, 
Possess  it  merely.  X    That  it  should  come  to  this  ! 
But  two  months  dead  ! — nay,  not  so  nmch,  not  two : 
So  excellent  a  king;  that  was,  to  this, 
Hyperion  to  a  satyr :  so  loving  to  my  mother. 
That  he  might  not  beteem  §  the  winds  of  heaven 
Visit  her  face  too  roughly.    Heaven  and  earth  ! 
ilust  I  remember  ?  why,  she  would  hang  on  him, 
As  if  increase  of  appetite  had  gro^vn 
By  wliat  it  fed  on :  And  yet,  within  a  month, — 
Let  me  not  think  on't ;  Frailty,  thy  name  is  woman  !— 
A  little  month ;  or  ere  those  shoes  were  old, 
^Yith  which  she  follow'd  my  poor  father's  body, 
Like  Niobe,  all  tears ; — why  she,  even  she, — 
O  heaven  !  a  beast,  that  wants  discourse  of  reason, 
Would  have  mourn'd  longer, — married  with  my  uncle. 
My  father's  brother ;  but  no  more  like  my  father. 
Than  I  to  Hercules :  "Within  a  month, 
Ere  yet  the  salt  of  most  unrighteous  tears 
Had  left  the  flushing  in  her  galled  eyes. 
She  married  : — O  most  wicked  speed,  to  post 
With  such  dexterity  to  incestuous  sheets  ! 
It  is  not,  nor  it  cannot  come  to,  good ; 
But  break,  my  heart :  for  I  must  hold  my  tongue  ! 

Enter  HoEATio,  Beenaedo,  a.id  Maecellus. 

Hor.  Hail  to  your  lordship  ! 

Ham.  I  am  glad  to  see  you  well : 
Horatio, — or  I  do  forget  myself. 

Hor.  The  same,  my  lord,  and  j'our  poor  servant  ever. 

Ham.  Sir,  my  good  friend;  PU  change  that  name  v.itli  you. 
And  what  make  you  H  from  Wittenberir,  Horatio  '■' — 
Marcellus  ? 

Mar.  My  good  lord, 

Ham.  I  am  verj'  glad  to  see  you  ;  good  even.  Sir. — 
But  what,  in  faith,  make  you  from  AVittenberg  ? 

*  Draught.  t  Report.  t  Entirely. 

§  Suffer  l|  What  are  you  cloi;:s. 
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Eor.  A  truant  disposition,  good  my  lord. 

Ham.  I  would  not  hear  your  enemy  say  so : 
Nor  shall  you  do  mine  ear  that  violence. 
To  make  it  truster  of  your  own  report 
Against  yourself:  I  know  you  are  no  truant. 
But  what  is  your  affair  in  Elsinore  ? 
We'll  teach  you  to  drink  deep  ere  you  depart. 

Hor.  My  lord,  I  came  to  see  your  father's  funeral. 

Ham.  I  pray  thee  do  not  mock  me,  fellow  student ; 
I  think,  it  was  to  see  my  mother's  wedding. 

Hor.  Indeed,  my  lord,  it  follow'd  hard  upon. 

Ham.  Thrift,  thrift,  Horatio  !  the  funeral  baked  meats  * 
Did  coldly  furnish  forth  the  marriage  tables. 
'Would  I  had  met  my  dearest  f  foe  in  heaven 
Or  ever  I  had  seen  that  day,  Horatio !  — 
My  father, — Methinks,  I  see  my  father. 

Hor.  Where, 
My  lord  ? 

Ham.  In  my  mind's  eye,  Horatio. 

Hor.  I  saw  him  once,  he  was  a  goodly  king. 

Ham.  He  was  a  man,  take  him  For  all  in  all, 
I  shall  not  look  upon  his  like  again. 

Hor.  My  lord,  1  think  I  saw  him  yesternight. 

Ham.  Saw  who  ? 

Hor.  My  lord,  the  king  your  father. 

Ham.  The  king  my  father  ? 

Hor.  Season  J  your  admiration  for  a  while 
With  an  attent  ear ;  till  I  may  deliver 
Upon  the  witness  of  these  gentlemen. 
This  marvel  to  you. 

Ham.  For  God's  love,  let  me  hear. 

Hor.  Two  nights  together  had  these  gentlemen, 
Marcellus  and  Bernardo,  on  their  watch. 
In  the  dead  waste  §  and  middle  of  the  night. 
Been  thus  encounter'd.    A  figure  like  your  father. 
Armed  at  point,  exactly,  cap-a-pie. 
Appears  before  them,  and,  with  solemn  march. 
Goes  slow  and  stately  by  them ;  thrice  he  walk'd. 
By  their  oppress'd  and  fear-surprised  eyes, 
Within  his  truncheon's  length  ;  whilst  they,  distill'd 
Almost  to  jelly  with  the  act  of  fear. 
Stand  dumb,  and  speak  not  to  him.    This  to  me 
In  dreadful  secrecy  impart  they  did ; 
And  I  with  them,  the  third  night,  kept  the  watch : 
Where,  as  they  had  deliver'd,  both  in  time, 
Form  of  the  thing,  each  word  made  true  and  good. 
The  apparition  comes :  I  knew  your  father ; 
These  hands  are  not  more  like. 

Ham.  But  where  was  this  ? 

Hor.  3Iy  lord,  upon  the  platform  where  we  watch'd. 

Ham.  Did  you  not  speak  to  it  ? 

*  It  \\as  anciently  the  custom  to  give  a  cold  entertainment  at  a  fancral. 

t  Greatest.  %  Temper.  §  Middle. 
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Sor.  My  lord,  I  did ; 
But  answer  made  it  none :  yet  once,  methought, 
It  lifted  up  its  bead,  and  did  address 
Itself  to  motion,  like  as  it  would  speak  : 
But,  even  then,  the  morning  cock  crew  loud; 
And  at  the  sound  it  shrunk  in  haste  away, 
And  vanished  from  our  sight. 

Ham.  'Tis  very  strange. 

Sor.  As  I  do  live,  my  honour'd  lord,  'tis  true : 
And  we  did  think  it  vixii  down  in  our  duty. 
To  let  you  know  of  it. 

Earn.  Indeed,  indeed.  Sirs,  but  this  troubles  me. 
Hold  you  the  watch  to-night  ? 

All.  We  do,  my  lord. 

Ham.  Arm'd,  say  you  ? 

All.  Arm'd,  my  loi'd. 

Ham.  From  top  to  toe  ? 

All.  My  lord,  from  head  to  foot. 

Ham.  Then  saw  you  not 
His  face  ? 

Hor.  O,  yes,  my  lord ;  he  wore  his  beaver  *  up. 

Ham.  What,  look'd  he  frowningly  ? 

Hor.  A  countenance  more 
In  sorrow  than  in  anger. 

Ham.  Pale,  or  red  ? 

Hor.  Nay,  very  pale. 

Ham.  And  fix'd  his  eyes  upon  you  ? 

Hor.  Most  constantly. 

Ham.  I  would  I  bad  been  there. 

Hor.  It  would  have  much  amaz'd  you. 

Ham.  Very  like. 
Very  like  :  Stay'd  it  long  ? 

Hor.  While  one  with  moderate  haste  might  tell  a  hundred. 

Mar.  Ber.  Longer,  longer. 

Hor.  Not  when  I  saw  it. 

Ham.  His  beard  was  grizzled  ?  no  ? 

Hor.  It  vras,  as  I  have  seen  it  in  his  life, 
A  sable  silver'd. 

Ham.  I  will  watch  to-night ; 
Perchance,  'twill  walk  again. 

Hor.  I  warrant,  it  will. 

Ham.  If  it  assume  my  noble  father's  person, 
I'll  speak  to  it,  though  hell  itself  should  gape. 
And  bid  me  hold  my  peace.    I  pray  you  all. 
If  you  have  hitherto  conceal'd  this  sight, 
Let  it  be  tenable  in  your  silence  still ; 
And  whatsoever  else  shall  hap  to-night. 
Give  it  an  understanding,  but  no  tongue; 
I  will  requite  your  loves :  So,  fare  you  well : 
L'pon  the  platform,  'twixt  eleven  and  twelve, 
1 11  visit  you. 

All.  Our  duty  to  your  honour. 

*  Helmet. 
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Ham.  Your  loves,  as  mine  to  you  :  Parewell. 

lExeunt  HoEATiO,  Maecellus,  and  BeexardC'. 
]\Iy  father's  spirit  in  amis  !  all  is  not  well ; 
I  doubt  some  foul  play  :  'would  the  night  were  come ! 
Till  then  sit  still,  my  soul :  Foul  deeds  will  rise, 
Though  all  the  earth  o'erwhelm  them,  to  men's  eyes.  [I^ji-it 

SCENE  III— A  Boom  in  PoLOXius'  House. 

Enter  Laeetes  and  OPHELIA. 

Zaer.  My  necessaries  are  emhark'd ;  fareMell : 
And,  sister,  as  the  winds  j^ive  benefit, 
And  convoy  is  assistant,  do  not  sleep. 
But  let  me  hear  from  you. 

Oph.  Do  you  doubt  that  ? 

Zaer.  For  Hamlet,  and  the  trifling  of  his  favour. 
Hold  it  a  fashion,  and  a  toy  in  blood ; 
A  violet  in  the  youth  of  primy  nature. 
Forward,  not  permanent,  sweet,  not  lasting, 
The  perfume  and  suppliance  of  a  minute  ;* 
!Jso  more. 

Oph.  No  more  but  so  ? 

Zaer.  Think  it  no  more  : 
For  nature,  crescent,  does  not  grow  alone 
In  thews  and  bulk  ;  but,  as  tlii.s  temple  waxes. 
The  inward  service  of  the  mind  and  soul 
Grows  wide  withal.    Perhaps,  he  loves  you  now ; 
And  now  no  soil,  nor  cautel,t  dotb  besmirch  J 
The  virtue  of  his  will :  but,  you  must  fear. 
His  greatness  weigh'd,  his  will  is  not  his  ow,ti  ; 
For  he  himself  is  subiect  to  his  birth : 
He  may  not,  as  unvalued  persons  do, 
Carve  for  himself;  for  on  his  choice  depends 
The  safety  and  the  health  of  the  whole  state ; 
And  therefore  must  his  choice  be  circumscribed 
Unto  the  voice  and  yielding  of  that  body, 
"Whereof  he  is  the  head :  Then  if  he  says  he  loves  you. 
It  fits  your  wisdom  so  far  to  believe  it, 
As  he  in  his  particular  act  and  place 
]May  give  his  saying  deed  ;  which  is  no  farther. 
Than  the  main  voice  of  Denmark  goes  withal. 
Then  weigh  what  loss  your  honour  may  sustain, 
If  with  too  credent  ear  you  list§  his  songs; 
Or  lose  your  heart ;  or  your  cha.ste  treasure  open 
To  his  unmastcr'd  [;  importunity. 
Fear  it,  Ophelia,  fear  it,  my  dear  sister ; 
And  keep  you  in  the  rear  of  your  affection. 
Out  of  the  shot  and  danger  of  desire. 
The  chariest^  maid  is  prodigal  enough. 
If  she  unma.sk  her  beauty  to  the  moon : 
Virtue  itself  'scapes  not  calumnious  strokes : 

*  Supplying-  an  agreeable  occupation  for  a  while. 

t  Subtlety,  deceit.  t  Discolour.  §  Listen  to. 

licentious.  *J  Most  cautious. 
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The  canker  galls  the  inftmts  of  the  spring. 
Too  oft  before  their  buttons  be  disclosed ; 
And  in  the  morn  and  liquid  dew  of  youth 
Contagious  blastments  are  most  imminent. 
Be  wary  then :  best  safety  lies  in  fear  ; 
Youth  to  itself  rebels,  though  none  else  near, 

Oph.  I  shall  the  efiFect  of  this  good  lesson  keep, 
As  watchman  to  my  heart :  But  good  my  brother, 
Do  not,  as  some  ungracious  pastors  do. 
Show  me  the  steep  and  thorny  way  to  heaven ; 
"Whilst,  like  a  pufTd  and  reckless  libertine. 
Himself  the  primrose  path  of  dalliance  treads. 
And  recks  not  his  own  read.* 

Laer.  O  fear  me  not. 
I  stay  too  long ; — But  here  my  father  comes. 

Enter  POLONIUS. 

A  double  blessing  is  a  double  grace ; 
Occasion  smiles  upon  a  second  leave. 

Pol.  Yet  here,  Laertes  !  aboard,  aboard,  for  shame ; 
The  wind  sits  in  the  shoulder  of  your  sail. 
And  you  are  staid  for :  There,  my  blessing  with  you  ; 

\_Lying  his  hand  on  LaEETES'  head. 
And  these  few  precepts  in  thy  memory 
Look  thou  character.!  Give  thy  thoughts  no  tongue, 
Nor  any  unproportion'd  thought  his  act. 
Be  thou  familiar,  but  by  no  means  vulgar. 
The  friends  thou  hast,  and  their  adoption  tried. 
Grapple  them  to  thy  soul  with  hooks  of  steel ; 
But  do  not  dull  thy  palm  with  entertainment  + 
Of  each  new-hatch'd,  unfledg'd  comrade.    Beware 
Of  entrance  to  a  quarrel :  but,  being  in. 
Bear  it  that  the  opposer  may  beware  of  thee. 
Give  every  man  thine  ear,  but  few  thy  voice : 
Take  each  man's  censure,  §  but  reserve  thy  judgment. 
Costly  thy  habit  as  thy  purse  can  buy, 
But  not  express'd  in  fancy ;  rich,  not  gaudy : 
For  the  apparel  oft  proclaims  the  man ; 
And  they  in  France,  of  the  best  rank  and  station. 
Are  most  select  and  generous,  ||  chiefs  in  that. 
Neither  a  borrower,  nor  a  lender  be  : 
For  loan  oft  loses  both  itself  and  friend ; 
And  borrowing  dulls  the  edge  of  husbandry.** 
This  above  all,— To  thine  own  self  be  true ; 
And  it  must  follow,  as  the  night  the  day. 
Thou  canst  not  then  be  false  to  any  man. 
Farewell ;  my  blessing  seasontt  this  in  thee ! 

Laer.  iSlost  humbly  do  I  take  my  leave,  my  lord. 

Tol.  The  time  invites  you;  go,  your  servants  tend.J^ 

*  Regards  not  his  own  lessons.  t  Impress. 

X  Do  not  be  too  ready  to  shake  hands.  i  Opinion. 

I  Noble.  %  Chiefly.  **  Economy.  tt  Infix.  JJ  'Wait. 
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Laer.  Farewell,  Ophelia ;  and  remember  well 
What  I  have  said  to  you. 

Oph.  'Tis  in  my  memory  lock'd, 
And  you  yourself  shall  keep  the  key  of  it. 

Laer.  Farewell.  [^xif  Laeetes. 

Fol.  TVliat  \s\i,  Ophelia,  he  hath  said  to  you  ? 

Oph.  So  please  vou,  something  touching  the  lord  Hamlet. 

Tol.  ]\Iarry,  well  bethought : 
'Tis  told  me,  he  hath  very  oft  of  late 
Given  private  time  to  you :  and  you  yourself 
Have  of  your  audience  been  most  free  and  bounteous, 
If  it  be  so  (as  so  'tis  put  on  me, 
And  that  in  way  of  caution),  I  must  tell  you, 
Tou  do  not  understand  yourself  so  clearly, 
As  it  behoves  my  daughter,  and  your  honour: 
"What  is  between  you  ?  give  me  up  the  truth. 

OpTi.  He  hath,  my  lord,  of  late,  made  many  tenders 
Of  his  affection  to  me. 

'    Fol.  Affection  ?  pub  !  you  speak  like  a  green  girl. 
Unsifted*  in  such  perilous  circumstance. 
Do  you  believe  his  tenders,  as  you  call  them  ? 

Oph.  I  do  not  know,  my  lord,  what  I  should  think. 

Tol.  Marry,  I'll  teach  you :  think  yourself  a  baby ; 
That  you  have  ta'en  these  tenders  for  true  pay, 
Which  are  not  sterling.    Tenderf  yourself  more  dearly ; 
Or  (not  to  crack  the  wind  of  the  poor  phrase, 
Wronging  it  thus),  you'll  tender  me  a  fool. 

Oph.  My  lord  he  hath  importuned  me  with  love, 
In  honourable  fashion. 

Pol.  Ay,  fashion  you  may  call  it ;  go  to,  go  to. 

Oph.  And  hath  given  countenance  to  his  speech,  my  lord. 
With  almost  all  the  holy  vows  of  heaven. 

Fol.  Ay,  springes  to  catch  woodcocks.    1  do  know, 
When  the  blood  burns,  how  prodigal  the  soul 
Lends  the  tongue  vows :  these  blazes,  daughter, 
Gi\'ing  more  light  than  heat^ — extinct  in  both. 
Even  in  their  promise,  as  it  is  a  making, — 
You  must  not  take  for  fire.    From  this  time. 
Be  somewhat  scanter  of  your  maiden  presence ; 
Set  your  entreatments^  at  a  higher  rate. 
Than  a  command  to  parley.    For  lord  Hamlet, 
33elieve  so  much  in  him,  that  he  is  young; 
And  with  a  larger  tether  §  may  he  ^\alk, 
Than  may  be  given  you  :  In  few,  Ophelia, 
Do  not  believe  his  vo^vs  :  for  they  are  brokers,  Jl 
Not  of  that  die  ^vhich  their  investments  shov.', 
But  mere  implorators^  of  unholy  suits. 
Breathing  like  sanctified  and  pious  bonds,** 
The  better  to  beguile.    This  is  for  all, — 
I  would  not  in  plain  terms,  from  this  time  forth, 

*  Untempted.  t  Esteem.  t  Favours  entreated. 

§  Liiie.  :j  Pimps.  «:  Implorers. 

*♦  Engagements. 
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Have  you  so  slander  any  moment's  leisure, 
As  to  give  words  or  talk  with  the  lord  Hamlet. 
Look  to't,  I  charge  you ;  come  your  ways, 
Oph.  I  shall  obey,  my  lord.  [Exci'.nt 

SCENE  IK— The  Platform. 
Enter  Hamlet,  Hoeatio,  and  Maecellfs. 

Sam.  The  air  bites  shrewdly;  it  is  very  cold. 

Hor.  It  is  a  nipping  and  an  eager*  air. 

Ham.  AVhat  hour  now  ? 

Sor.  I  think,  it  lacks  of  twelve. 

Mar.  No,  it  is  struck. 

Sor.  Indeed  ?  I  heard  it  not ;  it  then  draws  near  the  season. 
Wherein  the  spirit  held  is  wont  to  walk. 

\A  flourish  of  trumpets  and  ordnance  shot  off,  ivilhin. 
What  does  this  mean,  my  lord  ? 

Sam.  The  king  doth  wakef  to-night,  and  takes  liis  rouse,t 
Keeps  wassel,  and  the  swaggering  upspring  reels ;  § 
And,  as  he  drains  his  draughts  of  Ehenish  down. 
The  kettle-drum  and  trumpet  thus  bray  out 
The  triumph  of  his  pledge. 

Sor.  Is  it  a  custom  ? 

Sam.  Ay,  marry,  is't : 
But  to  my  mind, — though  I  am  native  here, 
And  to  the  manner  born, — it  is  a  custom 
More  honour'd  in  the  breach,  than  the  observance. 
This  heavy-headed  revel,  east  and  west. 
Makes  us  traduced,  and  tax'd  of  other  nations : 
They  clepell  us,  drunkards,  and  with  swinish  phrase 
Soil  our  addition ;  and,  indeed  it  takes 
From  our  achievements,  though  perforni'd  at  height, 
The  pith  and  marrow  of  our  attribute.^ 
So,  oft  it  chances  in  particular  men. 
That,  for  some  vicious  mode  of  nature  in  them. 
As,  in  their  birth  (wherein  they  are  not  guilty, 
Since  nature  cannot  choose  his  origin), 
By  the  o'ergrowth  of  some  complexion,** 
Oft  breaking  down  the  pales  and  forts  of  reason ; 
Or  by  some  habit,  that  too  much  o'er-leavens 
The  form  of  plausive  manners ; — that  these  men, — 
Carrying,  I  say,  the  stamp  of  one  defect ; 
Being  nature's  livery,  or  fortune's  star, — 
Their  virtues  else  (be  they  as  pure  as  grace, 
As  infinite  as  man  may  undergo). 
Shall  in  the  general  censure  take  coiTuption 
From  that  particular  fault ;  The  dram  of  base 
Doth  all  the  noble  substance  often  dout,tt 
To  his  own  scandal. 

*  Sharp.  t  Eevel.  X  Jovial  draught. 

6  Upstart  revels.  S  Call. 

•y  The  most  valuable  part  of  what  should  be  attributed  to  U3. 

**  Humour.  t+  Do  out. 
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Unter  Ghost. 

Hor.  Look,  my  lord,  it  comes  ! 

Ham.  Angels  and  ministers  of  grace  defend  us  ! — 
Ee  thou  a  spirit  of  health,  or  goblin  damn'd, 
Bring  with  thee  airs  from  heaven,  or  blasts  from  hell, 
Be  thy  intents  wicked,  or  charitable, 
Thou  com'st  in  such  a  questionable*  shape. 
That  I  will  speak  to  thee  ;  I'll  call  thee,  Ilamlot, 
King,  father,  royal  Dane  :  O,  answer  me : 
Let  me  not  burst  in  ignorance  !  but  tell, 
Why  thy  canonized  bones,  hearsed  in  death, 
Have  burst  their  cerements :  why  the  sepulchre, 
"Wherein  we  saw  thee  quietly  inurn'd. 
Hath  op'd  his  ponderous  and  marble  jaws. 
To  cast  thee  up  again  !    What  may  this  mean, 
That  thou,  dead  corse,  again,  in  complete  steel, 
Revisit'st  thus  the  glimpses  of  the  moon. 
Making  night  hideous ;  and  we  fools  of  nature. 
So  horribly  to  shako  our  disposition,t 
With  thoughts  beyond  the  reaches  of  our  souls  ? 
Say,  why  is  this  ?  wherefore  ?  what  should  we  do  ? 

Hor.  It  beckons  you  to  go  away  with  it. 
As  if  it  some  impartment  did  desire 
To  you  alone. 

Mar.  Look,  with  what  courteous  action 
It  waves  you  to  a  more  removed  J  ground : 
But  do  not  go  with  it. 

Hor.  No,  by  no  means. 

Ham.  It  will  not  speak ;  then  I  will  follow  it. 

Hor.  Do  not,  my  lord. 

Ham.  AYhy,  what  should  be  the  fear  ? 
1  do  not  set  my  life  at  a  pin's  fee  ;§ 
And,  for  my  soul,  what  can  it  do  to  that, 
Being  a  thing  immortal  a«  itself? 
It  waves  me  forth  again  ; — I'll  follow  it. 

Hor.  AVhat,  if  it  tempt  you  toward  the  flood,  my  lord, 
Or  to  the  dreadful  summit  of  the  cliff. 
That  beetles  o'er  his  base  into  the  sea  ? 
And  there  assume  some  other  horrible  form. 
Which  might  deprive  your  sovereignty  of  I'eason, 
And  draw  you  into  madness  ?  think  of  it : 
The  very  place  puts  toys|!  of  desperation. 
Without  more  motive,  into  every  brain. 
That  looks  so  many  fathoms  to  the  sea. 
And  hears  it  roar  beneath. 

Ham.  It  waves  me  still : — 
Go  on,  I'll  follow  thee. 

Mar.  You  shall  not  go,  my  lord. 

Ham.  Hold  off  your  hands. 

Hor.  Be  ruled,  you  shall  not  go. 

Ham.  My  fate  cries  out, 

*  Conversable.         t  Frame.         t  Renaote.  §  Value,  U  Whims. 
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And  makes  each  petty  artery  in  this  body 

As  hardy  as  the  Nemcan  hon's  nerve. —  [Ghost  beclcons. 

Still  am  I  call'd ; — unhand  me,  gentlemen ;   {Breaking  from  them. 

By  heaven,  I'll  make  a  ghost  of  him  that  lets*  me : — 

I  say,  away :— Go  on,  I'll  follow  thee. 

\_Exeunt  Ghost  and  Hamlet. 

Jlor.  He  waxes  desperate  with  imagination. 

Mar.  Let's  follow  ;  'tis  not  fit  thus  to  obey  him. 

Sor.  Have  after : — To  what  issue  will  this  come  ? 

Mar.  Something  is  rotten  in  the  state  of  Denmark. 

Hor.  Heaven  will  direct  it. 

Mar.  Nay,  let's  follow  him.  \_Exeuni. 

SCENE  V. — A  more  remote  part  of  the  Platform. 
Re-enter  Ghost  a)id  Hamlet. 

Ham.  Whither  wilt  thou  lead  me  ?   Speak;  I'll  go  no  further. 

Ghost.  Mark  me. 

Ham.  I  will. 

Ghost.  My  hour  is  almost  come. 
When  I  to  sulphurous  and  tormenting  flames 
Must  render  up  myself. 

Ham.  Alas,  poor  ghost ! 

Ghost.  Pity  me  not,  but  lend  thy  serious  hearing 
To  what  I  shall  unfold. 

Ham.  Speak,  I  am  bound  to  hear. 

Ghost.  So  art  thou  to  revenge,  when  thou  shalt  hear. 

Ham.  What? 

Ghost.  I  am  thy  father's  spirit ; 
Doom'd  for  a  certain  term  to  walk  the  night ; 
And,  for  the  day,  confined  to  fust  in  fires. 
Till  the  foul  crimes,  done  in  ray  days  of  nature, 
Are  burn'd  and  purged  away.    But  that  1  am  forbid 
To  tell  the  secrets  of  my  prison-house, 
I  could  a  tale  unfold,  whose  lightest  word 
Would  harrow  up  thy  soul ;  freeze  thy  young  blood ; 
Make  thy  two  eyes,  like  stars,  start  from  their  spheres ; 
Thy  knotted  and  combined  locks  to  part. 
And  each  particular  hair  to  stand  on  end, 
Like  quills  upon  the  fretful  porpentine  :t 
But  this  eternal  blazon  it  must  not  be 
To  ears  of  flesh  and  blood: — List,  list,  O  list! — 
If  thou  didst  ever  thy  dear  father  love, 

Ham.  O  heaven ! 

Ghost.  Revenge  his  foul  and  most  unnatural  murder. 

Ham.  Murder  ? 

Ghost.  JIurder  most  foul,  as  in  the  best  it  is ; 
But  this  most  foul,  strange,  and  unuatural. 

Ham.  Haste  me  to  know  it ;  that  I,  with  ^nngs  as  swift 
As  meditation,  or  the  thoughts  of  love, 
May  sweep  to  my  revenge. 

Ghost.  1  find  thee  apt ; 

*  Hinders  -f-  Porcupine  J  Display. 
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And  duller  sliouldst  thou  be  than  the  fat  weed 

That  rots  itself  in  case  on  Lethe's  wharf, 

Wouldst  thou  not  stir  in  this.    Now,  Hamlet,  hear : 

'Tis  given  out,  that  sleeping  in  mine  orchard,* 

A  serpent  stung  me  ;  so  the  whole  ear  of  Denmark 

Is  by  a  forged  process  of  my  death 

Eankly  abused :  but  know,  thou  noble  youth, 

The  serpent  that  did  sting  thy  father's  life. 

Now  wears  his  crown. 

Ham.  O,  my  prophetic  soul !  my  uncle ! 

Ghost.  Ay,  that  mcestuous,  that  adulterate  beast, 
With  witchcraft  of  his  wit,  with  traitorous  gifts, 
(O  ^vicked  wit,  and  gifts,  that  have  the  power 
So  to  seduce  !)  won  to  his  shameful  lust 
The  will  of  my  most  seeming  virtuous  queen : 
O,  Hamlet,  what  a  falling-otf  was  there  ! 
From  me,  whose  love  was  that  of  dignity, 
That  it  went  hand  in  hand  even  with  the  vow 
I  made  to  her  in  marriage ;  and  to  decline 
Upon  a  wretch,  whose  natural  gifts  were  poor 
To  those  of  mine  ! 

But  virtue,  as  it  never  will  be  moved, 
Though  lewdness  court  it  in  a  shape  of  heaven  ; 
So  lust,  though  to  a  radiant  angel  link'd. 
Will  satet  itself  in  a  celestial  bed, 
And  prey  on  garbage. 

But,  soft !  methinks,  I  scent  the  morning  air ; 
Brief  let  me  be  : — Sleeping  within  mine  orchard, 
My  custom  always  of  the  afternoon, 
Upon  my  secure  hour  thy  uncle  stole. 
With  juice  of  cursed  hebenonj  in  a  vial. 
And  in  the  porches  of  mine  ears  did  pour 
The  leperous  distilment :  whose  effect 
Holds  such  an  enmity  with  blood  of  man. 
That,  swift  as  quicksilver,  it  courses  through 
The  natural  gates  and  alleys  of  the  body ; 
And,  with  a  sudden  vigour,  it  doth  posset 
And  curd,  like  ea"er§  droppings  into  milk, 
The  thin  and  wholesome  blood  :  so  did  it  mine  ; 
And  a  most  instant  tetter  1|  bark'd  about. 
Most  lazar^-likc,  with  vile  and  loathsome  crust, 
All  my  smooth  body. 
Thus  was  I,  sleeping,  by  a  brother's  hand, 
Of  life,  of  crown,  of  queen,  at  once  despatch'd  :** 
Cut  off  even  in  the  blossoms  of  my  sin, 
Unhousel'd,  disappointed,  uuanel'd  ;tt 
No  reckoning  made,  but  sent  to  iny  account 
With  all  my  imperfections  on  my  head : 
O,  horrible  !  O,  horrible  !  most  horrible ! 
If  thou  hast  nature  in  thee,  bear  it  not ; 

*  Garden.  t  Satiate.  J  Henbane.  j  Acrimony. 

II  Scab,  scurf.         %  Leper.  **  Bereft. 

tt  Without  the  sacrament,  preparation,  or  extreme  unction. 
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Let  not  the  royal  bed  of  Denmark  be 

A  couch  for  luxury  and  damned  incest. 

Eut,  howsoever  thou  pursu'st  this  act, 

Taint  not  thy  mind,  nor  let  thy  soul  contrive 

Against  thy  mother  aught ;  leave  her  to  heaven, 

And  to  those  thorns  that  in  her  bosom  lodge, 

To  prick  and  sting  her.    Fare  thee  well  at  once  ! 

The  glow-worm  shows  the  matin  to  be  near. 

And  gins  to  pale  his  uneffectual  fire : 

Adieu,  adieu,  adieu  !  remember  me.  [Exit. 

Sam.  O  all  you  host  of  heaven  !    O  earth  !    What  else  i^ 
And  shall  I  couple  hell  ?— O  fie  !— Hold,  hold,  my  heart ; 
And  you,  my  sinews,  grow  not  instant  old. 
But  bear  me  stiffly  up  ?— Kemember  thee  ? 
Ay,  thou  poor  ghost,  while  memory  holds  a  seat 
In  this  distracted  globe.*    Remember  thee  ? 
Yea,  from  the  table  of  my  memory 
I'll  wipe  away  all  trivial  fond  records. 
All  sawst  of  books,  all  forms,  all  pressures  past, 
That  youth  and  observation  copied  there ; 
And  thy  commandment  all  alone  shall  live 
Within  the  book  and  volume  of  my  brain, 
Unmix'd  with  baser  matter :  yes,  by  heaven. 
O  most  pernicious  woman  ! 

0  villain,  villain,  smiling,  damned  villain ! 
My  tables,! — meet  it  is,  I  set  it  down, 

That  one  may  smile,  and  smile,  and  be  a  villain  ; 

At  least,  I  am  sure,  it  may  be  so  in  Denmark :  [  Writing. 

So  uncle,  there  you  are.    Now  to  my  word ;  § 

It  is.  Adieu,  adieu  !  remember  me. 

1  have  sworn't. 

Hor.  \tvithin'].  My  lord,  my  lord, 

Mar.  Xwithiit].  Lord  Hamlet, 

Hor.  [tvithinj.  Heaven  secure  him ! 
Ham.  So  be  it ! 

Mar.  [wilhiii].  Illo,  ho,  ho,  my  lord  ! 
Ham.  Hillo,  ho,  ho,  boy  !  come,  bird,  come. 

JSnter  HoEATio  and  Maecellus. 

Mar.  How  is't,  my  noble  lord  ? 

Hor.  What  news,  my  lord  ? 

Ham.  O  wonderful ! 

Hor.  Good  my  lord,  tell  it. 

Ham.  No ; 
You  will  reveal  it. 

Hor.  Not  I,  my  lord,  by  heaven. 

Mar.  Nor  I,  my  lord. 

Ham.  How  say  you  then ;  would  heart  of  man  once  think  it  ? — 
But  you'll  be  secret, 

Hor.  Mar.  Ay,  by  heaven,  my  lord. 

Ham.  There's  ne'er  a  villain,  dwelling  in  all  Denmark, 
But  he's  an  arrant  knave. 

*  Head.  t  Sayings.        t  Memorandum-book.  ^  Watchword. 
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Hor.  There  needs  no  ghost,  my  lord,  come  from  the  grave, 
To  tell  us  this. 

Ham.  ^Vhy,  right ;  you  are  in  the  right ; 
And  sOj  without  more  circumstance  at  all, 
I  hold  it  fit,  that  we  shake  hands  and  part : 
You,  as  your  business,  and  desire,  shall  point  you ; — 
Por  every  man  hath  business,  and  desire, 
Such  as  it  is, — and,  for  my  own  poor  part, 
Look  you,  I  will  go  pray. 

Jlor.  These  are  but  wild  and  whirling  words,  my  lord.. 

Ham.  I  am  sorry  they  offend  you,  heartily ;  yes, 
'Faith,  heartily. 

Hor.  Tliere's  no  offence,  my  lord. 

Ham.  Yes,  by  Saint  Patrick,  but  there  is,  Horatio, 
And  much  offence  too.    Touching  this  vision  here, — 
It  is  an  honest  ghost,  that  let  me  tell  you ; 
Por  your  desire  to  know  what  is  betAvceu  us, 
O'er  master  it  as  you  may.    And  now,  good  friends, 
As  you  are  friends,  scholars,  and  soldiers. 
Give  me  one  poor  request. 

Hor.  What  is't,  my  lord  ? 
"We  will. 

Ham.  Never  make  known  what  you  have  seen  to-niglit. 

Hor.  Mar.  My  lord,  we  will  not. 

Ham.  Nay,  but  swear't. 

Hor.  In  faith. 
My  lord,  not  I. 

Mar.  Nor  I,  my  lord,  in  faith. 

Ham.  Upon  my  sword. 

Mar.  We  have  sworn,  my  lord,  already. 

Ham.  Indeed,  upon  my  sword,  indeed. 

Ghost  \ beneath'].  Swear. 

Ham.  Ha,  ha,  boy !  say'st  thou  so  ?  art  thou  there,  truc-peuny  ? 
Come  on, — you  hear  this  fellow  in  the  cellarage, — 
Consent  to  swear. 

Hor.  Propose  the  oath,  my  lord. 

ILam.  Never  to  speak  of  this  that  you  have  seen. 
Swear  by  my  sword. 

Ghost  [beneatK].  Swear. 

Ham.  Hie  et  uliqiie  1*  then  we'll  shift  our  ground  : — 
Come  hither,  gentlemen, 
And  lay  your  hands  again  upon  my  s^^■ord : 
S^vear  by  my  sword, 
Never  to  speak  of  this  that  you  have  heard. 

Ghost  [beneath'].  Swear  by  his  sword. 

Ham.   \^'ell  said,  old  mole !  canst  \\ork  i'  the  earth  so  fast  ? 
A  worthy  pioneer  ! — Once  more  remove,  good  friends. 

Hor.  O  day  and  night,  but  this  is  wondrous  strange  ! 

Ham.  And  therefore  as  a  stranger  give  it  welcome. 
There  are  more  things  in  heaven  and  earth,  Horatio, 
Than  are  dreamt  of  in  your  iihilosophy. 

Uut  come ; 

*  Ilcrc  and  cvcrvwlicre. 
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Here,  as  before,  never,  so  help  you  mercy  ! 

How  strange  or  odd  soe'er  I  bear  myself. 

As  I,  perchance,  hereafter  shall  think  meet 

To  put  an  antic  disposition  on, — 

That  you,  at  such  times  seeing  me,  never  shall, 

With  arms  encumber'd  thus,  or  this  head-shake, 

Or  by  pronouncing  of  some  doubtful  i)hrase, 

As,  JT^ell,  well,  we  know ; — or,  IVe  could,  an  if  we  icouM ; — or.  If 

tre  list  to  speak  j — or.  There  he,  an  if  they  might ; — 

Or  such  ambiguous  giving  out,  to  note 

That  you  know  aught  of  me :— This  do  you  swenr. 

So  grace  and  mercy  at  your  most  need  help  you  ! 

Ghost.  {^Beneath.']  Swear. 

Ham.  Eest,  rest^  perturbed  spirit !  So,  gentlemen, 
AVith  all  my  love  I  do  commend  me  to  you  : 
And  what  so  poor  a  man  as  Hamlet  is 
May  do,  to  express  his  love  and  friending  to  you, 
God  willing,  shall  not  lack.    Let  us  go  in  together; 
And  still  your  fingers  on  your  lips,  I  pra}-. 
The  time  is  out  of  joint ; — O  cursed  spite ! 
That  ever  I  was  born  to  set  it  right ! 
Nay,  come,  let's  go  together.  'Exeunt. 


ACT  II. 

SCENE  T.—A  Boom  hi  PoLONirs'  Uoi'.se. 
Enter  PoLONirs  and  Eeyxaldo. 

Pol.  Give  him  this  money,  and  these  notes,  Eeynaldo. 

Eeij.  I  will,  my  lord. 

Pol.  You  shall  do  marvellous  wisely,  good  Rcynaldo, 
Bef  jre  you  visit  liim,  to  make  inquiry 
Of  liis  behaviour. 

Re)/.  My  lord,  I  did  intend  it. 

Pol.  Marry,  well  said  :  very  well  said.    L9ok  you.  Sir, 
Inquire  me  first  what  Danskers*  are  in  Paris  ; 
And  how,  and  who,  what  means,  and  where  they  keep, 
"\Miat  company,  at  -what  expense ;  and  finding, 
By  this  encompassment  and  drift  of  question. 
That  they  do  know  my  son,  come  you  more  nearer 
Than  your  particular  demands  will  touch  it : 
Take  you,  as  'twere,  some  distant  knowledge  of  him ; 
.Vs  thus, — I  know  Ms  father,  and  his  friends, 
And,  in  part,  him; — Do  you  mark  this,  lleyualdo  ? 

Eei/.  Ay,  very  well,  my  lord. 

Pol.  And,  in  part,  him ; — but,  you  may  say,  not  ncU  : 
Put,  if't  he  he  I  mean,  he's  ix-rj/  irild  ; 
Addicted  so  and  so; — and  there  put  on  him 
What  forgeries  you  please  ;  marry,  none  so  rank 
.Vs  may  dishonour  him ;  take  heed  of  that ; 
But,  Sir,  such  wanton,  wild,  and  usual  slips, 

*  Danes- 

VOL  IV.  2  B 
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As  are  companions  noted  and  most  known 
To  youth  and  liberty. 

Reij.  As  gaming,  my  lord. 

Pol.  Ay,  or  drinking,  fencing,  swearing,  quarrelling, 
Drabbing : — you  may  go  so  far. 

Seij.  My  lord,  that  would  dishonour  him. 

Pol.  'Faith,  no  ;  as  you  may  season  *  it  in  the  charge. 
You  must  not  put  another  scandal  on  him. 
That  he  is  open  to  incontinency ; 

That's  not  my  meaning :  but  breathe  his  faults  so  quaintly, 
That  they  may  seem  the  taints  of  liberty  : 
The  flash  and  outbreak  of  a  fiery  mind ; 
A  savageness  f  in  unreclaimed  blood, 
Of  general  assault.^ 

jReij.  But,  my  good  lord, 

Pol.  Wherefore  should  you  do  this  ? 

Petj.  Ay,  my  lord, 
I  would  know  that. 

Pol.  Marry,  Sir,  here's  my  drift ; 
And,  I  believe,  it  is  a  fetch  of  warrant : 
You  laying  these  slight  sullies  on  my  son, 
A.5  'twere  a  thing  a  little  soil'd  i'  the  working, 
Mark  you. 

Your  party  in  converse,  him  you  would  sound 
Having  ever  seen  in  the  prenominate  §  crimes 
The  youth  you  breathe  of,  guilty,  be  assured, 
He  closes  with  you  in  this  consequence ; 
Good  Sir,  or  so  ;  ov  friend,  or  gentleman, — 
According  to  the  phrase,  or  the  addition. 
Of  man,  and  country. 

S^li.  V  ery  good,  my  lord. 

Pol.  And  then,  Sir,  does  he  this,  —  He  does — "What  was  I 
about  to  say  ? — By  the  mass,  I  was  about  to  say  something  :— 
Whore  did  I  leave  ? 

i?e//.  At,  closes  in  the  consequence. 

Pol.  At,  closes  in  the  consequence, — Ay,  marry; 
He  closes  with  you  thus  : — I  know  the  gentleman  ; 
I  -saw  him  yesterday,  or  t'other  day, 
Or  then,  or  then  ;  with  such,  or  such  ;  and,  as  you  say 
There  was  he  gaming ;  there  o'ertook  in  hi.s  rouse  ; 
There  falling  out  at  tennis  :  or,  perchance, 
I  satv  him  enter  such  a  house  of  sale 
{  Videlicet,  a  brothel),  or  so  forth.— 
See  you  now; 

Your  bait  of  falsehood  takes  this  carp  of  truth  : 
And  thus  do  we  of  Avisdom  and  of  reach, 
With  windlaces,  and  with  assays  of  bia-, 
By  indirections  find  directions  out ; 
So,  by  former  lecture  and  advice. 
Shall  you,  my  son  :  You  have  me,  have  you  not  ? 

Eey.  My  lord,  I  have. 

*  Modify.  t  Wildncif. 

t  That  young  people  are  generally  liable  to.  Already  nameJ, 
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Fol.  God  be  wi'  you ;  fare  you  well. 

Rey.  Good,  my  lord, 

Fol.  Observe  his  inclination  in  yourself.* 
Re)j.  I  shall,  my  lord. 
Fol.  And  let  him  play  his  music. 

Meij.  "Well,  my  lord.  \_Exit. 

Enter  Ophelia. 

Fol.  Parewell !— How  now,  Ophelia  ?  what's  the  matter  ? 

Oph.  O,  my  lord,  my  lord,  I  have  been  so  aifrighted  ! 

Fol.  "\\  ith  what,  in  the  name  of  heaven  ? 

Oph.  My  lord,  as  I  was  sewing  in  my  closet. 
Lord  Hamlet, — with  his  doublet  all  unbraced ; 
Ko  hat  upon  his  head ;  his  stockings  foul'd, 
TJngarter'd,  and  down-gj-ved  f  to  his  ankle ; 
Pale  as  his  shirt ;  his  knees  knocking  each  other ; 
And  with  a  look  so  piteous  in  purport. 
As  if  he  had  been  loosed  out  of  hell. 
To  speak  of  horrors, — he  comes  before  me. 

Fol.  JIad  for  thy  love  ? 

Oph.  My  lord,  I  do  not  know ; 
But,  truly,  I  do  fear  it. 

Fol.  ^A'hat  said  he  ? 

Oph.  He  took  me  by  the  wrist,  and  held  me  hard; 
Then  goes  he  to  the  length  of  all  his  arm ; 
And,  with  his  other  hand  thus  o'er  his  brow, 
He  falls  to  .such  perusal  of  my  face. 
As  he  would  draw  it.    Long  stay'd  he  so ; 
At  last, — a  little  shaking  of  mine  arm, 
And  thrice  his  head  thus  wa\-ing  up  and  down, — 
He  raised  a  sigh  so  piteous  and  profound. 
As  it  did  seem  to  shatter  all  his  bulk,  X 
And  end  his  being  :  That  done,  he  lets  me  go : 
And,  with  his  head  over  his  shoulder  tum'd. 
He  seem'd  to  find  his  way  without  his  eyes ; 
For  out  o'  doors  he  went  without  their  helps. 
And,  to  the  last,  bended  their  light  on  me. 

Fol.  Come,  go  with  me  ;  I  will  go  seek  the  king. 
This  is  the  very  ecstasy  of  love  ; 
AVhose  violent  property  foredoes  §  itself. 
And  leads  the  will  to  desperate  undertakings. 
As  oft  as  any  passion  under  heaven. 
That  docs  afflict  our  natures.    I  am  .sorry, — 
"\Miat,  have  you  given  him  any  hard  words  of  late  ? 

Oph.  No,  my  good  lord  ;  but,  as  you  did  command, 
I  did  repel  his  letters,  and  denied 
His  access  to  me. 

Fol.  That  hath  made  him  mad. 
I  am  sorry,  that  with  better  heed  and  judgment, 
I  had  not  quoted ij  him;  I  fear'd,  he  did  but  trifle, 
And  meant  to  MTeck  thee ;  but,  beshrew  my  jealousy  J 

*  In  your  own  person.  t  Hanging  down  like  a  fetter-band. 

i  Bod)-.  \  Destroys.  {j  Observed. 
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It  seems,  it  is  as  proper  to  our  age 

To  cast  beyond  ourselves  in  our  opinions, 

As  it  is  common  for  the  younger  sort 

To  lack  discretion.    Come,  go  we  to  the  king : 

This  must  be  known ;  which,  being  kept  close^  might  move 

More  grief  to  hide,  than  hate  to  utter  love. 

Come.  lExeuiit 

SCENE  II.— A  Room  in  the  Castle. 

Enter  KiNG,  QUEEN,  Eosenceantz,  GriLUEXSTERN,  and 
Attendants. 

King.  Welcome,  dear  Eosencrantz,  and  G  uildenstcrn  I 
Moreover  that  we  much  did  long  to  see  you. 
The  need,  we  have  to  use  you,  did  provoke 
Our  hasty  sending.    Something  have  you  heard 
Of  Hamlet's  transformation  ;  so  I  call  it. 
Since  not  the  exterior  nor  the  inward  man 
Eesembles  that  it  was  :  What  it  should  be. 
More  than  his  father's  death,  that  thus  hath  put  him 
So  much  from  the  understanding  of  himself, 
I  cannot  dream  of :  I  entreat  you  both. 
That,— being  of  so  young  days  brought  up  with  hiui ; 
And,  since,  so  neighbour'd  to  his  youth  and  humour, — 
That  you  vouchsafe  your  rest  here  in  our  court 
Some  little  time  :  so  by  your  companies 
To  draw  him  on  to  pleasures  ;  and  to  gather. 
So  much  as  from  occasion  you  may  glean, 
"Whether  aught,  to  us  unknown,  afflicts  him  thus 
That,  open'd,  lies  within  our  remedy. 

Queen.  Good  gentlemen,  he  hath  much  talk'd  of  j  ou ; 
And,  sure  I  am,  two  men  there  are  not  living, 
To  whom  he  more  adheres.    If  it  will  please  you 
To  show  us  so  much  gentry,*  and  good-will. 
As  to  expend  your  time  with  us  a  while, 
For  the  supply  and  profit  of  our  hope, 
Your  visitation  shall  receive  such  thanks 
As  fits  a  king's  remembrance. 

Ros.  Both  your  majesties 
!Might,  by  the  sovereign  power  you  have  of  us. 
Put  your  dread  pleasures  more  into  command 
Than  to  entreaty. 

Guil.  But  we  both  obey  ; 
And  here  give  up  ourselves,  in  the  full  bent,t 
To  lay  our  service  freely  at  your  feet, 
To  be  commanded. 

King.  Thanks,  Eosencrantz,  and  gentle  Guildenstern. 

Queen.  Thanks,  Guildenstern,  and  gentle  Eosencrantz  : 
And  I  beseech  you  instantly  to  visit 
My  too  much  changed  son.— Go,  .some  of  you. 
And  bring  these  gentlemen  where  Hamlet  is. 

*  Complaisance.  t  Utmost  exertion. 
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Guil.  Heavens  make  our  presence,  and  our  practices, 
Pleasant  and  helpful  to  him ! 
Queen.  Ay,  amen ! 
lExeunt  KOSEXCBANTZ,  GuiLDENSTEEN,  and  some  afrendanf.v. 

Enter  POLONIUS. 

Pol.  The  embassadors  from  Norway,  my  good  lord. 
Are  joyfully  returned. 

Kinrj.  Thou  still  hast  been  the  father  of  good  news. 

Pol.  Have  I,  my  lord  ?  Assure  you,  my  sood  liege, 
I  hold  my  duty,  as  I  hold  my  soul. 
Both  to  my  God,  and  to  my  gracious  king : 
And  I  do  think  (or  else  this  brain  of  mine 
Hunts  not  the  trail*  of  policy  so  sure 
As  it  hath  used  to  do),  that  I  have  found 
The  very  cause  of  Hamlet's  lunacy. 

King.  O,  speak  of  that ;  that  I  do  long  to  hear. 

Pol.  Give  first  admittance  to  the  embassadors ; 
;My  news  shall  be  the  fruit  f  to  that  great  feast. 

King.  Thyself  do  grace  to  them,  and  bring  them  in. 

lExit  POLOMrS. 
He  tells  me,  my  dear  Gertrude,  he  hath  found 
The  head  and  source  of  all  your  son's  distemper. 

(^ueen.  I  doubt,  it  is  no  other  but  the  main  ; 
His  father's  death,  and  our  o'erhasty  marriage. 

Pe-enter  POLOKICS,  icith  Yoltimaxd  and  CoRXEl.lUS. 

King.  Well,  we  shall  sift  him. — "VA'elcome,  my  good  friends ! 
Say,  Yoltimand,  what  from  our  brother  Norway? 

T^olt.  Most  fair  return  of  greetings  and  desires. 
L^pon  our  first,  he  sent  out  to  suppress 
His  nephew's  le\-ies ;  which  to  him  appear'd 
To  be  a  preparation  'gainst  the  Polack  ; 
But,  better  look'd  into,  he  truly  found 
It  was  against  your  highness  :    "Whereat  grieved,— 
That  so  his  sickness,  age,  and  impotence,  " 
"Was  falsely  borne  in  hand,  J  sends  out  arrests 
On  Fortinbras ;  which  he,  in  brief,  obeys ; 
Eeceives  rebuke  from  Norway;  and,  in  fiue, 
Makes  vow  before  his  uncle,  never  more 
To  give  the  assay  of  arms  against  your  majesty 
"Whereon  old  Norway,  overcome  Avith  joy, 
Gives  him  three  thousand  crowns  in  annual  fee  ; 
And  his  commission,  to  employ  those  soldiers. 
So  levied  as  before,  against  the  Polack  ; 

"V\'ith  an  entreaty,  herein  farther  shown,  [G/rcs  a  rnpei: 

That  it  might  please  you  to  give  quiet  pass 
Through  your  dominions  for  this  enterprise  ; 
On  such  regards  of  safety,  and  allowance. 
As  therein  are  set  down. 

King.  It  likes  us  well : 

*  Scent.  t  Dessert.  {  Imposed  on. 
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And,  at  our  more  consider'd  time^  Ave'U  read. 

Answer,  and  think  upon  this  business. 

Meantime  we  thank  you  for  your  well-took  labour ; 

Go  to  your  rest ;  at  night  we'll  feast  together : 

Most  welcome  home  !        {Exeunt  YoLTiilAJN'D  and  CoRXELlus. 

Pol.  This  business  is  well  ended. 
My  Ucge  and  madam,  to  expostulate* 
"What  majesty  should  be,  wliat  duty  is. 
Why  day  is  day,  night  night,  and  time  is  time. 
Were  nothing  but  to  waste  night,  day,  and  time. 
Therefore, — since  brevity  is  the  soul  of  wit. 
And  tediousness  the  limbs  and  outward  flourishes, — 
I  ^^■ill  be  brief :  Tour  noble  son  is  mad : 
Mad  call  I  it :  for,  to  define  true  madness, 
"What  is't,  but  to  be  nothing  else  but  mad  ? 
But  let  that  go. 

Queen.  More  matter,  with  less  art. 

Fol.  Madam,  I  swear  I  use  no  art  at  alL 
That  he  is  mad,  'tis  true :  'tis  true,  'tis  pity ; 
And  pity  'tis,  'tis  true :  a  foolish  figure  : 
But  farewell  it,  for  I  \\ill  use  no  art. 
Mad  let  us  grant  him  then :  and  now  remains. 
That  we  find  out  the  cause  of  this  effect ; 
Or,  rather  say,  the  cause  of  this  defect ; 
Por  this  effect,  defective,  comes  by  cause : 
Thus  it  remains,  and  the  remainder  thus. 
Perpend. 

I  have  a  daughter ;  have,  while  she  is  mine  ; 
"Who,  in  her  duty  and  obedience,  mark. 
Hath  given  me  this :  Now  gather  and  surmise. 

— TotlieceUstial,  and  my  sov.r  sidol,the  mostheautijled  Ophelia, 

That's  an  ill  phrase,  a  vile  phrase ;  beautified  is  a  vile  phrase ;  but 
you  shall  hear, — Thus : 

III  her  excellent  white  losom,  these,  &c. 

Queen.  Came  this  from  Hamlet  to  her  ? 

Fol.  Good  Madam,  stay  awhile  ;  I  will  be  faithful. — 

iJouht  thou,  the  stars  are  fire  ;  [reads. 

Douht,  that  the  sun  doth  move: 
Doubt  truth  to  he  a  liar ; 
But  never  douht,  I  love. 

O  dear  Ophelia,  I  am  ill  at  these  numhers :  I  have  not  art  to 
reckoii  my  groans ;  hut  that  I  love  tliee  hest,  0  most  lest,  heliere 
it.    Adieu. 

Thine  evermore,  most  dear  lady,  tvhilst 
this  machine  is  to  him,  Hamlet. 
This  in  obedience,  hath  my  daughter  shown  me : 
And  more  above t  hath  his  soliciting?, 
As  they  fell  out  by  time,  by  means,  and  place. 
All  given  to  mine  ear. 

King.  But  how  hath  she 
Eeceived  his  love  ? 

*  Discuss.  t  Moreover. 
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Fol.  "What  do  you  think  of  me  ? 

King.  As  of  a  man  faithful  and  honourable. 

Pol.  I  would  fain  prove  so.    But  what  might  j"OU  think, 
When  I  had  seen  this  hot  love  on  the  wing, 
(As  I  perceived  it,  I  must  tell  j^ou  that, 
Before  mj'  daughter  told  me),  what  might  you, 
Or  my  dear  majesty  your  queen  here,  think. 
If  I  had  play'd  the  desk,  or  table-book ; 
Or  given  my  heart  a  working,  mute  and  dumb ; 
Or  look'd  upon  this  love  with  idle  sight ; 
What  might  you  think  ?  no,  I  went  round*  to  work, 
And  my  young  mistress  thus  did  I  bespeak ; 
Lord  Hamlet  is  a  prince  out  of  thy  sphere  ; 
This  must  not  be  :  and  then  I  precepts  gave  her, 
That  she  should  lock  herself  from  has  resort. 
Admit  no  messengers,  receive  no  tokens. 
Which  done,  she  took  the  fruits  of  my  advice ; 
And  he,  repulsed  (a  short  tale  to  make). 
Fell  into  a  sadness ;  then  into  a  fast ; 
Thence  to  a  watch ;  thence  into  a  weakness ; 
Thence  to  a  lightness ;  and,  by  this  declension, 
Into  the  madness  wherein  now  he  raves, 
And  all  mq  mourn  for. 

King.  Do  you  think,  'tis  this  ? 

Queen.  It  may  be,  very  likely. 

Fol.  Hath  there  been  such  a  time  (I'd  fain  know  that), 
That  I  have  positively  said,  'Tis  so, 
^Yhen  it  proved  otherwise  ? 

King.  Not  that  I  know. 

Pol.  Take  this  from  this,  if  this  be  otherwise : 

{Pointing  to  his  head  and  shoulder. 
If  circumstances  lead  me,  I  will  find 
I'Miere  truth  is  hid,  though  it  were  hid  indeed 
"\A'ithin  the  centre. 

King.  How  may  we  try  it  further  ? 

Pol.  You  know,  sometimes  he  walks  for  hours  together. 
Here  in  the  lobby. 

Queen.  So  he  does,  indeed. 

Pol.  At  such  a  time  I'll  loose  my  daughter  to  him : 
Be  you  and  I  behind  an  arras  then ; 
Mark  the  encounter :  if  he  love  her  not, 
And  be  not  from  his  reason  fallen  thereon. 
Let  me  be  no  assistant  for  a  state. 
But  keep  a  farm,  and  carters. 

King.  We  will  try  it. 

Enter  Hamlet,  reading. 
Queen.  But,  look,  where  sadly  the  poor  wretch  comes  reading. 
Pol.  Away,  I  do  beseech  you,  both  away  ; 
I'll  boardf  him  presently : — O  give  me  leave. — 

\]£.Teuiit  King,  Queex,  and  Attendants. 
How  does  my  good  lord  Hamlet  ? 

*  Without  reserve-  +  Accost. 
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Sam.  ^Vell,  god-'a-mercy. 

Fol.  Do  you  know  me,  my  lord  ? 

Ilajn.  Excellent  well ;  you  are  a  Mimonger. 

Pol.  Not  I,  my  lord. 

Jlam.  Then  I  would  you  were  so  honest  a  man. 

Fol.  Honest,  my  lord  ? 

Jlam.  Ay,  Sir;  to  be  honest,  as  this  world  goes,  is  to  be  one 
man  picked  out  of  ten  thousand. 

Pol.  That's  very  true,  my  lord. 

Ham.  For  if  the  sun  breed  maggots  in  a  dead  dog,  being  a  god, 
kissing  carrion, Have  you  a  daughter  ? 

Pol.  I  have,  my  lord. 

Ham.  Let  her  not  walk  i'the  sun:  conception*  is  a  blessing; 
but  as  your  daughter  may  conceive, t — friend,  look  to't. 

Pol.  How  say  you  by  that?  [aside].  Still  harping  on  my 
daughter : — yet  he  knew  me  not  at  first ;  he  said,  1  was  a  lisli- 
monger :  He  is  far  gone,  far  gone :  and,  truly  in  my  youth  1 
suffered  much  extremity  for  love  ;  very  near  this.  I'll  speak  to 
him  again. — "SVliat  do  you  read,  my  lord  ? 

Ham.  "Words,  words,  ^^■ords  ! 

Pol.  ^^'hat  is  the  matter,  my  lord  ? 

Ham.  Between  who  ? 

Pol.  I  mean,  the  matter  that  you  read,  my  lord. 

Ham.  Slanders,  Sir  :  for  the  satirical  rogue  says  here,  that  old 
men  have  grey  beards;  that  their  faces  are  wrinkled  ;  their  eyes 
purging  thick  amber,  and  plum-tree  gum  ;  and  that  they  have  a 
plentiful  lack  of  wit,  together  with  most  weak  hams :  All  of  which. 
Sir,  though  I  most  powerfully  and  potently  believe,  yet  I  hold  it 
not  honesty  to  have  it  thus  set  down ;  for  yourself,  Sir,  shall  be 
old  as  I  am,  if,  like  a  crab,  you  could  go  backward. 

Pol.  Though  this  be  madness,  yet  there's  method  in  it  'jishle\ 
"Will  you  walk  out  of  the  air,  my  lord  ? 

Ham.  Into  my  grave? 

Pol.  Indeed,  that  is  out  o' the  air.  —  How  ])regnantt  some- 
times his  replies  are !  a  happiness  that  often  madness  hits  on, 
vvhich  reason  and  sanity  §  could  not  so  prosperously  be  delivered 
of.  I  will  leave  him,  and  suddenly  contrive  the  means  of  meeting 
between  him  and  my  daughter. — My  honourable  lord,  I  will 
most  humbly  take  my  leave  of  jou. 

Jlam.  You  cannot,  Sir,  take  from  me  anj'thing  that  I  will 
mfire  willingly  part  withal;  except  my  life,  except  my  life,  ex- 
cept my  life. 

Pol.  Fare  you  ^\(i\\,  my  lord. 

J  Jam.  These  tedious  old  fools ! 

Enter  EOSEXCEANTZ  and  GriLDEXSTERX'. 

Pol.  You  go  to  seek  the  lord  Hamlet ;  there  he  is. 

i?o,9.9.  God  save  you,  Sir !        [ To  PoLOXius.    P^xifVoLO'SlV'i. 

Gull.  ^ly  honour'd  lord  I — 

Jlos.  jMy  most  dear  lord  ! — 

*  Undcrstaiuling'.  t  Be  pregiiaut. 

J  Ready,  apt.  §  .Soauiluefs  of  mind. 
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TIam.  My  excellent  good  friends !  How  dost  tlioii,  Guildci;- 
stern  ?  Ah,  Eosencrantz  !  Good  lads,  how  do  yo  both  ? 

lios.  As  the  indifferent  children  of  the  earth. 

Gull.  Happy,  in  that  we  are  not  overhappy  ; 
On  fortune's  cap  we  are  not  the  very  button. 

Ham.  Nor  the  soles  of  her  shoe  ? 

Sos.  Neither,  my  lord. 

Ham.  Then  you  live  about  her  waist,  or  in  the  middle  of  her 
favours  ? 

Gvil.  'Faith,  her  privates  we. 

Ham.  In  the  secret  parts  of  fortune  ?  O,  most  true ;  she  is  a 
strumpet.    "What  news  ? 

JSos.  None,  my  lord ;  but  that  the  world  is  grown  honest. 

Ham.  Then  is  doomsday  near:  But  your  news  is  ndt  true. 
Let  me  question  more  in  particular :  What  have  you,  my  good 
friends,  deserved  at  the  hands  of  fortune,  that  she  sends  you  tc 
prison  hither  ? 

Gi'.U.  Prison,  my  lord  ! 

Ham.  Denmark's  a  prison. 

lios.  Then  is  the  world  one. 

Ham.  A  goodly  one  ;  in  which  there  are  many  confines,  wards^ 
and  dungeons ;  Denmark  being  one  of  the  worst. 

Eos.  We  think  not  so,  my  lord. 

Ham.  Why,  then  'tis  none  to  you  ;  for  there  is  nothing  either 
good  or  bad,  but  thinking  makes  it  so  :  to  me  it  is  a  prison. 

Eos.  Why,  then  your  ambition  makes  it  one ;  'tis  too  narrow 
for  your  mind. 

Ham.  O  God  I  I  could  be  bounded  in  a  nutshell,  and  count 
myself  a  king  of  infinite  space ;  were  it  not  that  I  have  bad  dreams. 

Guil.  Which  dreams,  indeed,  are  ambition ;  for  the  very  sub- 
stance of  the  ambitious  is  merely  the  shadow  of  a  dream. 

Ham.  A  dream  itself  is  but  a  shadow. 

Eos.  Truly,  and  I  hold  ambition  of  so  airy  and  light  a  quality, 
that  it  is  but  a  shadow's  sliado\v. 

Ham.  Then  are  our  beggars,  bodies ;  and  our  monarchs,  and 
outstretch'd  heroes,  the  beggar's  shadows  :  Shall  we  to  the  court  r 
for,  by  my  fay,  I  cannot  reason. 

Bos.  Guil.  We'll  wait  upon  you. 

Ham.  No  such  matter :  1  will  not  sort  you  wiili  the  rest  of  my 
servants;  for,  to  speak  to  you  like  an  honest  man,  I  am  most 
dreadfully  attended.  But,  in  the  beaten  way  of  friendship,  what 
make  you  at  Elsinore  ? 

Eos.  To  visit  you,  my  lord  ;  no  other  occasion. 

Ham.  Beggar  that  I  am,  I  am  even  poor  in  thanks ;  but  I 
thank  you :  and  sure,  dear  friends,  my  thanks  are  too  dear,*  a 
halfpenny.  Were  you  not  sent  for  ?  Is  it  your  o\^•n  inclining  ? 
Is  it  a  free  visitation  ?  Come,  come ;  deal  justly  with  nic  :  come, 
come ;  nay,  speak. 

Guil.  What  should  we  say,  my  lord  ? 

Ham.  Anything — but  to  the  purpose.    You  were  sent  for ;  and 
there  is  a  kind  of  confession  in  your  looks,  which  your  modesties 
*  (Ati. 
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have  not  craft  enough  to  colour :  I  know,  the  good  king  and 
queen  have  sent  for  you. 

Jtos.  To  ^\  hat  end,  my  lord  ? 

Sam.  That  you  must  teach  me.  But  let  me  conjure  you  by 
the  rights  of  our  fellowship,  by  the  consonancy  of  our  youth,  by 
the  obligation  of  our  ever-preserved  love,  and  by  v.'hat  more 
dear  a  better  proposer  could  charge  you  withal,  be  even  and 
direct  with  me,  whether  you  were  sent  for,  or  no. 

Eos.  ^That  say  you  ?  [To  GriLDEXSTEEN. 

IIa7n.  Nay,  then  I  have  an  eye  of  you;*  laside']. — if  you  love 
me,  hold  not  off. 

Gnil.  My  lord,  we  were  sent  for. 

Ham.  I  will  tell  you  why  ;  so  shall  my  anticipation  prevent 
your  discovery,  and  your  secrecy  to  the  king  and  queen  moult  no 
feather.  I  have  of  late  (but,  wherefore,  I  know  not),  lost  all  my 
mirth,  foregone  all  custom  of  exercises :  and,  indeed,  it  goes  so 
heavily  with  my  disposition,  that  this  goodly  frame,  the  earth, 
seems  to  me  a  steril  promontory ;  this  most  excellent  canopy,  the 
air,  look  you,  this  brave  o'erhanging  firmament,  this  majestical 
roof  fretted  with  golden  fire,  why,  it  appears  no  other  thing  to 
me,  than  a  foul  and  pestilent  congregation  of  vapoiu-s.  What  a 
piece  of  work  is  man  !  How  noble  in  reason !  how  infinite  in 
faculties!  in  form,  and  moving,  how  express  and  admirable  !  in 
action,  how  like  an  angel !  in  apprehension,  how  like  a  god  !  the 
beauty  of  the  world !  the  paragon  of  animals  !  And  yet,  to  me, 
what  is  this  quintessence  of  dust?  man  delights  not  me,  nor 
woman  neither ;  though,  by  your  smiling,  you  seem  to  say  so. 

Jios.  My  lord,  there  is  no  such  stuff  in  my  thoughts. 

ITam.  \\'hy  clid  you  laugh  then,  when  I  said,  Man  delioJits 
not  me  1 

Hos.  To  think,  my  lord,  if  you  delight  not  in  man,  whatlentent 
entertainment  the  players  shall  receive  from  you:  we  cotedj 
them  on  the  way ;  and  hither  are  they  coming,  to  offer  you 
service. 

Ham.  He  that  plays  the  king,  shall  be  welcome ;  his  majesty 
shall  have  tribute  of  me :  the  adventurous  knight  shall  use  his 
foil,  and  target ;  the  lover  shall  not  sigh  gratis ;  the  humorous 
man  shall  end  his  part  in  peace ;  the  clown  shall  make  those 
laugh,  whose  lungs  are  tickled  o'  the  sere ;  and  the  lady  shall  say 
her  mind  freely,  or  the  blank  verse  shall  halt  for"!.— What  players 
are  they  ? 

Uos.  Even  those  you  were  wont  to  take  such  delight  in,  the 
tragedians  of  the  city. 

Kara.  How  chances  it  they  travel  ?  their  residence,  both  in 
reputation  and  profit,  was  better  both  ways. 

Ros.  I  think,  their  inhibition  comes  by  the  means  of  the  lute 
innovation. 

Ham.  Do  they  hold  the  same  estimation  they  did  when  I  was 
in  the  city  ?    Are  they  so  followed  ? 

Ros.  No,  indeed  they  are  not. 

Ham.  How  comes  it  ?  do  they  grow  rusty  ? 

*  Understand  you.  f  Spare.  X  Overtook. 
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Sos.  Nay,  their  eadeavour  keeps  in  the  wonted  pace:  But 
there  is.  Sir,  an  aieiy  of  children,*  little  eyases  t  that  cry  out  on 
the  top  of  question,  +  and  are  most  tjTannicallj''  clai)ped  fort : 
these  are  now  the  fashion ;  and  so  berattle  the  common  stages 
(so  they  call  them),  that  many,  wearing  rapiers,  are  afraid  of 
goose  quills,  and  dare  scarce  come  thither. 

Sam.  "What,  are  they  children  ?  who  maintains  them  ?  how 
are  they  escoted?§  "Will  they  pursue  the  quality  1|  no  longer 
than  they  can  sing  ?  '^Yill  they  not  say  afterwards,  if  thej^  should 
grow  themselves  to  common  players  (as  it  is  most  like,  if  their 
means  are  no  better),  their  writers  do  them  wTong,  to  make  them 
exclaim  against  their  own  succession  ? 

JRos.  'Faith,  there  has  been  much  to  do  on  both  sides ;  and  the 
nation  holds  it  no  sin,  to  tarre  %  them  on  to  controversy :  there 
was,  for  a  while,  no  money  bid  for  argument,  unless  the  poet  and 
the  player  went  to  cuffs  in  the  question. 

Ham.  Is  it  possible  ? 

Guil.  O,  there  has  been  much  throwing  about  of  brains. 

Ham.  Do  the  boys  carry  it  away  ? 

Jios.  Ay,  that  they  do,  my  lord ;  Hercules  and  his  load  too.  ** 

Sam.  it  is  not  very  strange :  for  my  uncle  is  king  of  Den- 
mark, and  those,  that  would  make  mouths  at  him  while  my 
father  lived,  give  twenty,  forty,  fifty,  a  hundred  ducats  a-piece, 
for  his  picture  in  little,  tt  'Sblood,  there  is  something  in  this 
more  than  natural,  if  philosophy  could  find  it  out. 

{^Flourish  of  Trumpets  icithin. 

Gull.  There  are  the  players. 

Sam.  Gentlemen,  you  are  welcome  to  Elsinore.  Your  hands. 
Come,  then  :  the  appurtenance  of  welcome  is  fashion  and  cere- 
mony :  let  me  comply  Xt  with  you  in  this  garb  ;  lest  my  extent  to 
the  players,  which,  I  tell  you,  must  show  fairly  outward,  should 
more  appear  like  entertainment  than  yours.  You  are  welcome : 
But  my  uncle-father,  and  aunt-mother,  are  deceived. 

Guil.  In  what,  my  dear  lord  ? 

Sam.  I  am  but  mad  north-north-west :  when  the  wind  is 
southerly,  I  know  a  hawk  from  a  hand-saw. 
Enter  POLOXIUS. 

Pol.  "Well  be  with  you,  gentlemen  ! 

Sam.  Hark  you,  Guildenstern ; — and  you  too  ; — at  each  ear 
a  hearer :  that  great  baby,  you  see  there,  is  not  yet  out  of  liis 
swaddling  clouts. 

Ros.  Happily,  he's  the  second  time  come  to  them;  for,  they 
say,  an  old  man  is  twice  a  child. 

Sam.  I  will  prophesy,  he  comes  to  tell  me  of  the  players : 
mark  it. — You  say  right.  Sir  :  o'Monday  morning ;  'twas  then, 
indeed. 

*  An  allusion  to  a  competition  worked  against  Shakespeare's  theatre  by 
means  of  the  children  of  the  Chapel  Royal . 

T  Nestlings.  t  Dialogue.  S  Paid. 

'!  Profession.  "J  Provoke. 

**  I.  e.  the  Globe,  the  sign  of  Shakspeare's  theatre. 

ft  Miniature.  tt  Compliment. 
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Pol.  My  lord,  I  have  news  to  tell  you. 

Ham.  My  lord,  I  have  news  to  tell  you ;  when  Eoschis  v.as  an 
actor  in  Rome, 

Pol.  The  actors  are  come  hither,  my  lord. 

Ham.  Euz,  Buz  ! 

Pol.  Ui)on  my  honour, 

Ham.  Then  came  each  actor  on  Ms  ass, 

Pol.  The  best  actors  in  the  world,  either  for  tragedy,  comedy, 
history,  pastoral,  pastoral-comical,  historical-pastoral'  [tragical- 
historical,  tragical-comical-historical-pastoral],  scene  individal)le, 
or  poem  unlimited ;  Seneca  cannot  be  too  heavy,  nor  Plautus  too 
light.  For  the  law  of  writ,  *  and  the  liberty,  these  are  the  only 
men. 

Ham.  O  Jephfhah,  judge  of  Israel, — what  a  treasure  hadst 
thou! 

Pol.  What  a  treasure  had  he,  my  lord  ? 

Ham.  TV'hy — One  fair  datiyhfei;  and  no  more. 
The  icMch  he  loved  passing  icell. 

Pol.  Still  on  my  daughter.  [Aside. 

Ham.  Am  I  not  i'the  right,  old  Jephthah  ? 

Pol.  If  you  call  me  Jephthah,  my  lord,  I  have  a  daughter,  that 
I  love  passing  well. 

Ham.  !Xay,  that  follows  not. 

Pol.  What  follows  then,  my  lord  ? 

Ham.  Why,  ^s  5y  lol,  God  n-Jtaf,  and  then,  you  know.  //  camp 
to  pass.  As  most  like  it  teas, — The  ih'st  row  of  the  pious  chanson  t 
will  show  you  more ;  for,  look,  my  abridgment  X  conies. 

Enter  Four  or  Five  Platees. 
You  are  welcome,  masters  ;  welcome,  all :— I  am  glad  to  see  thco 
well :— welcome,  good  friends. — O,  old  friend  !  Why,  thy  face  is 
valanced  §  since  I  saw  thee  last ;  com'st  thou  to  beard  me  in 
Denmark  ? — What !  my  young  lady  and  mistress  !  By-'r-lady, 
your  ladyship  is  nearer  to  heaven,  tlian  ^^hen  I  saw  you  last,  by 
the  altitude  of  a  ohopine.  ||  Pray  God,  your  voice,  like  a  piece  of 
nncurrent  gold,  be  not  crack'd  within  the  ring.— Masters,  you 
are  all  welcome.  ^  We'll  e'en  to't  like  French  falconers,  fly  at  any 
thing  we  see :  We'll  have  a  speech  straight :  Come,  give  us  a 
ta.ste  of  your  quality ;  come,  a  passionate  speech. 

1  Play.  What  speech,  my  lord  ? 

Ham.  I  heard  thee  speak  me  a  speech  once, — but  it  was  never 
acted  ;  or,  if  it  was,  not  above  once ;  for  the  play,  I  remember, 
pleased  not  the  million ;  'twas  caviare  V  to  the  general :  **  but  it 
was  (as  I  received  it,  and  others,  -ivhose  judgments  in  such  mat- 
ters, cried  in  the  top  ft  of  mine),  an  excellent  play  ;  well  digested 
in  the  scenes,  set  down  with  as  much  modesty  as  cunning.  1 
remember,  one  said,  there  were  no  sallads  in  the  lines,  to  make 
the  matter  savoury  ;  nor  no  matter  in  the  phrase,  that  might 
indite  Jt  the  author  of  aireetion :  §§  but  call'd  it,  an  honest 
method,  as  wholesome  as  sweet,  and  by  very  much  more  liand- 

*  Writing-.  t  Christmas  carol.  j  Or  "brief  chronicle." 

^  Fringerl.  £  Clog.  •;■  A  Russian  delicacy. 

*♦  Common  people,    ft  ^^bove.        it  Convict,      i S  Affectation. 
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some  than  fine.  One  speech  in  it  I  chiefly  loved ;  'twas  J'^neas' 
tale  to  Dido ;  and  thereabout  of  it  especially,  where  he  speaks  of 
Priam's  slaughter  :  If  it  live  in  your  memory,  begin  at  this  line  ; 
let  me  see,  let  me  see ; — 

The  rugged  Pijrrhus,  like  the  Hyrcanian  least, — ^'tis  not  so  ;  it 
begins  with  Pyrrhus. 

The  rugged  Pyrrhus, — Tie,  ivhose  sahJe  arms, 
Ulack  as  his  purpose,  did  the  night  resemble 
When  he  lay  cotiched  in  the  ominous  horse. 
Hath  noio  this  dread  and  black  complexion  smear'd 
With  heraldry  more  dismal  !  head  to  foot 
Wow  is  he  total  g tiles ;  *  horrihly  trick'df 
With  blood  of  fathers,  mothers,  daughters,  sons  ; 
Haked  and  impasted  with  the  parching  streets. 
That  lend  a  tyrannous  and  a  damned  light 
To  their  lord's  murder :  Roasted  in  lorath,  and  fire. 
And  thus  o'er-sized  vnth  coagulate  gore. 
With  eyes  like  carbuncles,  the  hellish  Pyrrhus 
Old  grandsire  Priam  seeks  ; — So  proceed  you. 

Pol.  "Fore  God,  my  lord ;  well  spoken ;  with  good  accent,  and 
good  discretion. 

1  Play.  Anon  he  finds  him 
Striking  too  short  at  Greeks ;  his  antique  sword. 
Rebellious  to  his  arm-,  lies  tohere  it  falls, 
Repugnant  to  command  :   Unequal  match'd, 
Pyrrhus  at  Priam  drives ;  in  rage,  strikes  vfide  ; 
Hut  icith  the  tohiff  and  toind  of  his  fell  sword 
The  unnerved  father  falls.     Then  senseless  Ilium, 
Seeming  to  feel  this  blow,  icith  flaming  top 
Stoops  to  his  base  ;  and  tcifh  a  hideous  crash 
Takes  prisoner  Pyrrhus'  ear  :  for,  lo  !  his  sword, 
Which  was  declining  on  the  milky  head 
Of  reverend  Priam,  seem'd  i'the  air  to  slick : 
So,  as  a  painted  tyrant,  Pyrrhus  stood; 
And,  like  a  neutral  to  his  will  and  matter, 
Did  nothing. 

Put,  as  we  often  see,  against  some  storm, 
A  silence  in  the  heavens,  the  rackX  stand  still. 
The  bold  winds  speechless,  and  the  orb  below 
As  hush  as  death  :  anon  the  dreadful  thunder 
Doth  rend  the  region  :  So,  after  Pyrrhv.s'  pause, 
A  roused  vengeance  sets  him  new  a-work  ; 
And  never  did  the  Cyclops'  hammers  fall 
On  Mars'  armour,  forg'd  for  proof  eterne^ 
With  less  remorse  than  Pyrrhus'  bleeding  stoord 
How  falls  on  Priam. — 

Out,  out,  thou  strumpet,  Fortune  !    All  you  gods, 
In  general  synod,  take  away  her  poiver  ; 
Break  all  the  spokes  and  fellies  from  her  wheel. 
And  bowl  the  round  nave  doicn  the  hill  of  heaven, 
As  low  as  to  the  fiends  ! 

Pol.  This  is  too  long. 

*  All  red.  t  Smeared.  *  Light  clouds.  f  Eternal. 
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Ham. — It  shall  to  the  barber's,  with  your  beard. — Pi-'ythee  say 
on  : — He's  for  a  jig,  or  a  tale  of  bawdty,  or  he  sleeps :— say  on : 
come  to  Hecuba. 

1  Play.  But  who,  ah  icoe  1  had  seen  the  moiled  *  queeii 

Ham.  The  niobled  queen  ? 

Fol.  That's  good ;  mobled  queen  is  good. 

1  Play.  Ihin  barefoot  up  and  down,  threafning  the  Barnes 
With  hissonf  rheum  ;  a  clout  upon  that  head. 
Where  late  the  diadem  stood  ;  and,  for  a  robe, 
About  her  lank  and  all  o'er-teemed  loins, 
A  blanlcet,  in  the  alarm  of  fear  caught  up  ; 
fVho  this  had  seen,  ivith  tongue  in  venom  steep'd, 
'Gainst  Fortiine's  state  tvould  treason  have  pronounced  : 
Hut  if  the  gods  themselves  did  see  her  tJien, 
When  she  saw  Pyrrhus  make  malicious  sport 
In  mincing  loith  his  sicord  her  husband's  limbs; 
The  instant  burst  of  clamou/r  that  she  made, 
( Unless  things  mortal  move  them  not  at  all). 
Would  have  made  milchX  the  burning  eye  of  heaven. 
And  passion  in  the  gods. 

Fol.  Look,  whether  he  has  not  turn'd  his  colour,  and  his  tears 
in 's  eyes. — Pr'ythee,  no  more. 

JIam.  'Tis  well ;  I'll  have  thee  speak  out  the  rest  of  this  soon. 
— Good  my  lord,  will  you  see  the  players  well  bestowed  ?  l)o 
you  hear,  let  them  be  well  used ;  for  they  are  the  abstract,  and 
brief  chronicles,  of  the  time  :  After  your  death  you  had  better 
have  a  bad  epitaph,  than  their  ill  report  while  you  live. 

Fol.  My  lord  I  will  use  them  according  to  their  desert. 

Ham.  Odd's  bodikins,  man,  much  better :  Use  every  man  after 
his  desert,  and  M'ho  shall  'scape  whipping  ?  Use  them  after  your 
your  own  honour  and  dignity :  The  less  they  deserve,  the  more 
merit  is  in  your  bounty.    Take  them  in. 

Fol.  Come,  Sirs.  [^Exit  Polonius,  tvith  some  of  the  Playebs. 

Ham.  Follow  him,  friends :  we'll  hear  a  play  to-morrow. — 
Dost  thou  hear  me,  old  friend;  can  you  play  the  murder  of 
Gonzago  ? 

1  Play.  Ay,  my  lord. 

Ham.  '^Ve'll  have  it  to-morrow  night.  You  could,  for  a  need 
.■;tudy  a  speech  of  some  dozen  or  sixteen  lines,  which  I  would  set 
down,  and  insert  in't  ?  could  you  not  ? 

1  Play.  A.v,  iry  lord. 

Hayn.  Very  well. — Follow  that  lord;  and  look  you  mock  him 
not.  {JS.rit  Playee.]  My  good  friends,  [To  Ros.  and  GuiL.j 
I'll  leave  you  till  night :  you  are  welcome  to  Elsinore. 

Mos.  Good  my  lord  ! 

[Exeunt  EOSENCEAXTZ  and  GUILDEXSTEKN. 

Ham.  Ay,  so,  God  be  wi'  you :— Now  I  am  alone. 
O,  what  a  rogue,  and  peasant  slave  am  I ! 
Is  it  not  monstrous,  that  this  player  here, 
But  in  a  fiction,  in  a  dream  of  passion, 
Could  force  his  soul  to  his  own  conceit, 
That,  from  her  working,  all  his  visage  ^\•ann'd  ; 

*  Muffled.  t  Blind.  %  Milky. 
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Tears  in  liis  eyes,  distraction  in 's  aspect, 

A  broken  voice,  and  his  whole  function  suiting 

AYith  forms  to  his  conceit  ?  And  all  for  nothing ! 

For  Hecuba ! 

What's  Hecuba  to  him,  or  he  to  Hecuba, 

That  he  should  weep  for  her  ?    "What  would  he  do, 

Had  he  the  motive  and  the  cue  for  passion. 

That  I  have  ?  He  would  drown  the  stage  Avith  tears. 

And  cleave  the  general  ear  ■with  horrid  speech  ; 

Make  mad  the  guilty,  and  appal  the  free, 

Confound  the  ignorant,  and  amaze,  indeed, 

The  very  faculties  of  eyes  and  ears. 

ret  I 

A  dull  and  muddy-mettled  rascal,  peak. 

Like  John  a-dreams,  *  unpregnant  of  my  cause, 

And  can  say  nothing ;  no,  not  for  a  king. 

Upon  whose  property,  ana  most  dear  life, 

A  damn'd  defeat  t  was  made.    Am  I  a  coward  ? 

AVho  calls  me  \'illain  ?  breaks  my  pate  across  ? 

Plucks  off  my  beard,  and  blows  it  in  my  face  ? 

Tweaks  me  by  the  nose  ?  gives  me  the  lie  i'  the  throat. 

As  deep  as  to  the  lungs  ?    Who  does  me  this  ? 

Ha! 

"Why,  I  should  take  it :  for  it  cannot  be, 

But  I  am  pigeon4iver'd,  and  lack  gall 

To  make  oppression  bitter ;  or,  ere  this, 

1  should  have  fatted  all  the  region  kites 

"VMth  this  slave's  offal :  Bloody,  bawdy  villain  ! 

Eemorseless,  treacherous,  lecherous,  kindless,^  \illain  ! 

"Why,  what  an  ass  am  1  ?    This  is  most  brave ; 

That  I,  the  son  of  a  dear  father  murder'd, 

Prompted  to  my  revenge  by  heaven  and  hell. 

Must,  like  a  whore,  unpack  my  heart  with  words. 

And  fall  a  cursing,  like  a  very  drab, 

A  scullion ! 

Pie  upon't  !^oh  !    About,  my  brains  !    Humph  !    I  have  heard. 

That  guilty  creatures,  sitting  at  a  play. 

Have  by  the  very  cunning  of  the  scene 

Been  struck  so  to  the  soul,  that  presently 

They  have  proclaim'd  their  malefactions ; 

Por  murder,  though  it  have  no  tongue,  will  speak 

With  most  miraculous  organ.    I'll  have  these  players 

Play  something  like  the  murder  of  my  father, 

Before  mine  uncle :  I'll  observe  his  looks ; 

I'll  tent  him§  to  the  quick ;  if  he  do  blench,  11 

I  know  my  course.    The  spirit,  that  I  have  seen, 

May  be  a  devil,  and  the  devil  hath  power 

To  assume  a  pleasing  shape  ;  yea,  and,  perhaps. 

Out  of  my  weakness,  and  my  melancholy 

(As  he  is  very  potent  with  such  spii-its), 

*  A  dreamy,  stupid  fellow.  t  Destruction. 

t  Unnatural.  §  Search  him. 

J  Shriiik  or  start. 
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Abuses  me  to  damn  me  :  I'll  have  grounds 

!More  relative  *  than  this.    T'he  play  's  the  thing, 

"Wherein  I'll  catch  the  conscience  of  the  king.  \Exit. 


ACT  III. 

SCENE  I.~A  Room  in  the  Castle. 

Enter  KiNG,  Queen,  Polonius,  Ophelia,  Rosexcrantz,  and 

GUILDENSTERN. 

K'lng.  And  can  you,  by  no  di-ift  of  conference 
•Get  from  him,  why  he  puts  on  this  confusion  ; 
Grating  so  harshly  all  his  days  of  quiet 
With  turbulent  and  dangerous  lunacy  ? 

Eos.  He  does  confess,  he  feels  himself  distracted ; 
But  from  what  cause  he  will  by  no  means  speak. 

Ouil.  Nor  do  we  find  him  forward  to  be  sounded; 
IJut,  with  a  crafty  madness,  keeps  aloof, 
"When  we  would  bring  him  on  to  some  confession 
Of  his  true  state. 

Queen.  Did  he  receive  you  mx-II  ? 

Ros.  Most  like  a  gentleman. 

Ouil.  But  with  much  forcing  of  his  disposition. 

Ros.  Niggard  of  question  ;  but,  of  our  demands. 
Most  free  in  his  reply. 

Queen.  Did  you  assay  him 
To  any  pastime  ? 

Ros.  Madam,  it  so  fell  out,  that  certain  players 
"We  o'er-raughtt  on  the  way:  of  these  we  told  him; 
And  there  did  seem  in  him  a  kind  of  joy 
To  hear  of  it :  They  are  about  the  court ; 
And,  as  1  think,  they  have  already  order 
This  night  to  play  before  him. 

Pol.  'Tis  most  true : 
And  he  beseech'd  me  to  entreat  your  majesties. 
To  hear  and  see  the  matter. 

King.  "With  all  my  heart ;  and  it  doth  much  content  me 
To  hear  him  so  inclined. 
Good  gentlemen,  give  him  a  further  edge, 
And  drive  his  purpose  on  to  these  delights. 

Ros.  We  shall,  my  lord. 

[Exeunt  ROSENCRANTZ  and  GuiLDENSTERN. 

King.  Sweet  Gertrude,  leave  us  too : 
Por  we  have  closely  sent  for  Hamlet  hither ; 
'That  he,  as  'tw(!re  by  accident,  may  here 
Affront  J  0])helia: 

Her  father,  and  myself  (lawful  espials  §), 
Will  so  bestow  ourselves,  that,  seeing,  unseen, 
We  may  of  their  encounter  frankly  \\  judge ; 
And  gather  by  him,  as  he  is  behaved, 

*  Closely  connected.        +  Overtook.        i  Meet.        §  Spie^.       Ij  Freely. 
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If  t  be  the  affliction  of  liis  love,  or  no, 
Tliat  thus  he  suffers  for. 

Queen.  I  shall  obey  you : 
And,  for  your  part,  Ophelia,  T  do  wish, 
That  your  good  beauties  be  the  hajjpy  cause 
Of  Hamlet's  wildness :  so  shall  I  hope,  your  virtues 
Will  bring  him  to  his  wonted  way  again. 
To  both  your  honours. 

Oph.  Madam,  I  wish  it  may.  IKvit  Qudi'x. 

Fol.  Ophelia,  walk  you  here : — Gracious,  so  please  you. 
We  will  bestow*  ourselves : — Head  on  this  book ;    [To  Ophelia. 
That  show  of  such  an  exercise  may  colour 
Your  loneliness. — We  are  oft  to  blame  in  this, — 
'Tis  too  much  proved, t — that,  with  devotion's  visage. 
And  pious  action,  we  do  sugar  o'er 
The  devil  himself. 

Kinff.  O,  'tis  too  true  ; 
How  smart  a  lash  that  speech  doth  give  my  conscience  ! 
The  harlot's  cheek,  beautied  with  plastering  art, 
Is  not  more  ugly  to  the  thing  that  helps  it. 
Than  is  my  deed  to  my  most  painted  word : 
O  heavy  burden  !  ''Aside. 

Fol.  I  hear  him  coming ;  let's  withdraw,  my  lord. 

\_Exeunt  KlXG  and  PoLOXlUS, 

Enter  Hamlet. 
Ham.  To  be,  or  not  to  be,  that  is  the  question  : — 
Whether  'tis  nobler  in  the  mind,  to  suffer 
The  slings  and  arrows  of  outrageous  fortune ; 
Or  to  take  arms  against  a  sea  of  troubles. 
And,  by  opposing,  end  them  ? — To  die, — to  sleep, — 
No  more ; — and,  by  a  sleep,  to  say  we  end 
The  heart-ache,  and  the  thousand  natural  shocks 
That  flesh  is  heir  to, — 'tis  a  consummation 
Devoutly  to  be  wish'd.    To  die ; — to  sleep  ;— 
To  sleep !  perchance  to  dream ; — ay,  there's  the  rub : 
Tor  in  that  sleep  of  death  what  dreams  may  come, 
When  we  have  shuffled  off  this  mortal  coil, 
Must  give  us  pause :  There's  the  respect,  J 
That  makes  calamity  of  so  long  life : 
Por  who  would  bear  the  whips  and  scorns  of  time, 
The  oppressor's  wrong,  the  proud  man's  contumely. 
The  pangs  of  despised  love,  the  law's  delay, 
The  insoience  of  office,  and  the  spurns 
That  patient  merit  of  the  unworthy  takes. 
When  he  himself  might  his  quietus  make 
With  a  bare  bodkin  ?  who  would  fardels  §  bear. 
To  grunt  and  sweat  under  a  M'eary  life  ; 
But  that  the  dread  of  something  after  death, — 
The  undiscover'd  country,  from  whose  bourn  Ij 
No  traveller  returns, — puzzles  the  will ; 

*  Place.  t  Too  frequently.  J  Consideration. 

<j  Burdens.  J  Boundary. 
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And  makes  us  rather  bear  those  ills  we  have, 
Than  fly  to  others  that  we  know  not  of ! 
Thus  conscience  does  make  cowards  of  us  all ; 
And  thus  the  native  hue  of  resolution 
Is  sicklied  o'er  with  the  pale  cast  of  thougth  ; 
And  enterprises  of  great  pith  and  moment, 
With  this  regard,  their  currents  turn  awry, 
And  lose  the  name  of  action. — Soft  you,  now  ! 
The  fair  Ophelia : — Nymph,  in  thy  orisons 
Be  all  niy  sins  remember'd. 

Oph.  Good  my  lord. 
How  does  your  honour  for  this  many  a  day  ? 

Ham.  I  humbly  thank  you ;  well. 

Oph.  My  lord,  1  have  remembrances  of  yours, 
That  I  have  longed  long  to  re-deliver ; 
I  pray  you,  now  receive  them. 

Sam.  No,  not  I ; 
I  never  gave  you  aught. 

Oph.  My  honour'd  lord,  you  know  right  well,  you  did  •, 
And,  with  them,  words  of  so  sweet  breath  composed 
As  made  the  things  more  rich :  their  perfume  lost. 
Take  these  again ;  for  to  the  noble  mind, 
Eich  gifts  wax  poor,  when  givers  prove  unkind. 
There,  my  lord. 

Sam.  Ha,  ha !  are  you  honest  ? 

Oph.  My  lord  ? 

Sam.  Are  you  fair  ? 

Oph.  What  means  your  lordship  ? 

Sam.  That  if  you  be  honest,  and  fair,  you  should  admit  of  no 
discourse  to  your  beauty. 

Oph.  Could  beauty,  my  lord,  have  better  commerce  than  with 
honesty  ? 

Sam.  Ay,  truly ;  for  the  power  of  beauty  will  sooner  trans- 
form honesty  from  what  it  is  to  a  bawd,  than  the  force  of  honesty 
can  translate  beauty  into  his  likeness ;  this  was  sometime  a  para- 
dox, but  now  the  time  gives  it  proof.    I  did  love  you  once. 

Oph.  Indeed,  my  lord,  you  made  me  believe  so. 

Sam.  You  should  not  have  believed  me :  for  virtue  cannot  so 
inoculate  our  old  stock,  but  we  shall  relish  of  it:  I  loved  you  not. 

Oph.  I  was  the  more  deceived. 

Sam.  Get  thee  to  a  nunnery ;  Why  wouldst  thou  be  a  breeder 
of  sinners  ?  I  am  myself  indifferent  honest ;  but  yet  I  could 
accuse  me  of  such  things,  that  it  were  better,  my  mother  had 
not  borne  me :  I  am  very  proud,  revengeful,  ambitious ;  with 
more  offences  at  my  beck,*  than  I  have  thoughts  to  pitt  them  in, 
imagination  to  give  them  shape,  or  time  to  act  them  in  :  A\'hat 
should  such  fellows  as  I  do  crawling  between  earth  and  heaven  ! 
"\Ve  are  arrant  knaves,  all ;  believe  none  of  us :  Go  \\'.y  ways  to  a 
nunnery.    "\A'here's  your  father  ? 

Oph.  At  home,  my  lord. 

Sam.  Let  the  doors  be  shut  upon  him  ;_  that  be  may  play  the 
fool  nowhere  but  in's  own  house.    Farewell. 
*  CaU. 
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Oph.  O,  help  him,  you  sweet  heavens ! 

Ham.  If  thou  dost  marry,  I'll  give  thee  this  plague  for  thy 
dowry ;  Be  thou  as  chaste  as  ice,  as  piu-e  as  snow,  thou  shalt  not 
escape  calumny.  Get  thee  to  a  nunnery ;  farewell :  Or,  if  thou 
wilt  needs  marry,  marrj-  a  fool ;  for  wise  men  know  well  enough, 
what  monsters  you  make  of  them.  To  a  nunnery,  go ;  and 
quickly  too.    Farewell. 

Oph.  Heavenly  powers,  restore  him ! 

Ham.  I  have  heard  of  your  paintings  too,  well  enough ;  God 
hath  given  you  one  face,  and  you  make  yourselves  another :  you 
jig,  you  amble,  and  you  hsp,  and  nick-name  God's  creatures,  and 
make  your  wantonness  your  ignorance :  Go  to ;  I'll  no  more 
oft ;  it  hath  made  me  mad.  I  say,  we  ^vill  have  no  more  mar- 
riages :  those  that  are  married  already,  all  but  one,  shall  live ; 
the  rest  shall  keep  as  they  are.    To  a  nunnery,  go. 

\_i:xit  Hamlet. 

OpTi.  O,  what  a  noble  mind  is  here  o'erthrown ! 
The  courtier's,  soldier's,  scholar's,  eye,  tongue,  sword : 
The  expectancy  and  rose  of  the  fair  state^ 
The  glass  of  fashion,  and  the  mould*  of  form, 
The  observed  of  all  observers  !  quite,  quite  do^Ti ! 
And  I,  of  ladies  most  deject  and  wretched, 
That  suck'd  the  honey  of  his  music  vows. 
Now  see  that  noble  and  most  sovereign  reason, 
Like  sweet  bells  jangled,  out  of  tune  and  harsh ; 
That  unmatch'd  form  and  feature  of  blo^vn  youth. 
Blasted  with  ecstasy  :t    O,  woe  is  me  ! 
To  have  seen  what  I  have  seen,  see  what  I  see ! 

Re-enter  King  and  PoLONirs. 

King.  Love  !  his  affections  do  not  that  way  tend ; 
Nor  what  he  spake,  though  it  lack'd  form  a  little. 
Was  not  like  madness.    There's  something  in  his  soul, 
O'er  which  his  melancholy  sits  on  brood  ; 
And,  I  do  doubt,  the  hatch^  and  the  disclose, 
Will  be  some  danger :  Which  for  to  prevent, 
I  have,  in  quick  determination. 
Thus  set  it  do^Tn ;  He  shall  with  speed  to  England, 
Tor  the  demand  of  our  neglected  tribute : 
Haply,  the  seas,  and  countries  different, 
With  variable  objects,  shall  expel 
This  something-settled  matter  in  his  heart ; 
Whereon  his  brains  still  beating,  puts  him  thus 
From  fashion  of  himself.    Wliat  think  you  ou't  ? 

Pol.  It  shall  do  well :  But  yet  I  do  believe. 
The  origin  r.nd  commencement  of  his  grief 
Sprung  from  neglected  love. — How  now,  Ophelia  ? 
lou  need  not  tell  us  what  lord  Hamlet  said ; 
We  heard  it  all.— IMy  lord,  do  as  you  please ; 
But,  if  you  hold  it  fit,  after  the  play. 
Let  his  queen  mother  all  alone  entreat  him 

*  Tlio  model  by  whom  all  endeavoured  to  form  themstlvci. 
t  Alienation  of  mind. 

2  F  2 


436  HAMLET,  PKIXCE  OF  DEXilAEK.  [aCT  III. 

To  sliow  his  Krief ;  let  her  be  round  with  him  ; 
And  I'll  be  x'laoed,  so  please  you,  in  the  ear 
Of  all  their  conference ;  If  she  find  him  not, 
To  England  send  him ;  or  confine  him,  where 
Your  wisdom  best  shall  think. 

King.  It  shall  be  so  : 
Madness  in  great  ones  must  not  unwatch'd  go.  [Tlxeunt. 

SCJE2sE  II.— A  Hall  in  the  same. 
Enter  Hamlet,  and  certain  Players. 

Ham.  Si)eak  the  speech,  I  pray  you,  as  I  pronounced  it  to 
you,  trippingly  on  the  tongue :  but  if  you  mouth  it,  as  many  of 
our  players  do,  I  had  as  lief  the  town-crier  spoke  my  lines.  Nor 
do  not  saw  the  air  too  much  with  your  hand,  thus  ;  but  use  all 
gently ;  for  in  the  very  torrent,  tempest,  and  (as  I  may  say) 
whirlwind  of  your  passion,  you  must  acquire  and  beget  a  tem- 
perance, that  may  give  it  smoothness.  O,  it  offends  me  to  the 
soul,  to  hear  a  robustious  periwig-pated  fellow  tear  a  passion  to 
tatters,  to  very  rags,  to  spUt  the  ears  of  the  groundlings;*  who, 
for  the  most  part,  are  capable  of  nothing  but  inexplicable  dumb 
show,  and  noise  :  I  would  have  such  a  fellow  whipped  for  over- 
doing Termagant ;  it  out-herods  Herod :  Pray  you,  avoid  it. 

1  Flat/.  I  warrant  your  honour. 

Sam.  Be  not  too  tame,  neither,  but  let  your  own  discretion 
be  your  tutor  :  suit  the  action  to  the  word,  the  word  to  the  action ; 
with  this  special  observance,  that  you  o'erstep  not  the  modesty 
of  nature :  for  anything  so  overdone  is  from  the  purpose  of  play- 
ing, whose  end,  both  at  the  first,  and  now,  was,  and  is,  to  hold,  as 
'twere,  the  miiTor  up  to  nature  ;  to  show  \-irtue  her  own  feature, 
scorn  her  own  image,  and  the  very  age  and  body  of  the  time,  his 
form  and  pressure,  t  Now  this,  overdone,  or  come  tardy  off, 
though  it  make  the  unskilful  laugh,  cannot  but  make  the 
judicious  grieve ;  the  censure  of  which  one,  must,  in  your  allow- 
ance, X  o'erweigh  a  whole  theatre  of  others.  O,  there  be  players, 
that  I  have  seen  play, — and  heard  others  praise,  and  that  highly 
— not  to  speak  it  profanely,  thatj  neither  having  the  accent  of 
Christians,  nor  the  gait  of  Christian,  Pagan,  nor  man,  have  so 
strutted  and  bellowed,  that  I  have  thought  some  of  nature's 
journeymen  had  made  men,  and  not  made  them  well,  they  imi- 
tated humanity  so  abominably. 

1  Play.  I  hope  we  have  reformed  that  indifferently  with  us. 

Ham.  O,  reform  it  altogether.  And  let  those,  that  play  your 
clowns,  speak  no  more  than  is  set  down  for  them  ;  for  there  be 
of  them,  that  will  themselves  laugh,  to  set  on  some  quantity  of 
barren  spectators  to  laugh  too ;  though,  in  the  meantime,  some 
necessary  question  §  of  the  play  be  then  to  be  considered  :  tliat's 
vilianous ;  and  shows  a  most  pitiful  ambition  in  the  fool  that 
uses  it.    Go,  make  you  ready. —  [Exeunt  Playeks. 

Enter  POLONIUS,  EoSE>"CKAXTZ,  and  GUILDEXSTEBX. 

How  now,  my  lord,  will  the  king  hear  this  piece  of  work  ? 

*  The  people  in  tlie  pit.  t  Impression. 

3  Opinion.  j  Conversation. 
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Pol.  And  the  queen  too,  and  that  presently. 

Ham.  Bid  the  players  make  haste. —  \_Exit  Voj.o'sws. 

Will  you  two  help  to  hasten  them  ? 

Both.  Ay,  my  lord. 

[Exeunt  EOSENCKANTZ  and  GUILDEXSTER.V. 

Ham.  What,  ho ;  Horatio  ! 

Enter  HoHATlo. 

Hor.  Here,  sweet  lord,  at  your  service. 

Ham.  Horatio,  thou  art  e'en  as  just  a  man 
As  e'er  my  conversation  coped  witlial. 

Hor.  O,  my  dear  lord, 

^  Ham.  ^^ay,  do  not  think  I  flatter : 
For  what  advancement  may  I  hope  from  thee  ? 
That  no  revenue  hast,  hut  thy  good  spirits. 
To  feed  and  clothe  thee  ?  AVhy  should  the  poor  be  flatlcr'd  ? 
]S'o,  let  the  candid  tongue  lick  absurd  pomp  ; 
And  crook  the  pregnant*  hinges  of  the  knee. 
Where  thrift  may  follow  fanning.    Dost  thou  hear  1 
Sin(.'e  my  dear  soul  was  mistress  of  her  choice. 
And  could  of  men  distinguish  her  election. 
She  hath  seal'd  thee  for  herself:  for  thou  hast  been 
As  one,  in  suffering  all,  that  suffers  nothing ; 
^\.  man,  that  fortune's  buffets  and  rewards 
Hast  ta'en  mth  equal  thanks :  and  bless'd  are  those 
Whose  blood  and  judgment  are  so  well  commingled, 
That  they  are  not  a  pipe  for  fortune's  finger 
To  sound  what  stop  she  please :  Give  me  that  man 
That  is  not  passion's  slave,  and  I  will  wear  hiiii 
In  my  heart's  core,  ay,  in  my  heart  of  heart, 
As  I  do  thee. — Something  too  much  of  this. — 
There  is  a  play  to-night  before  the  king ; 
One  scene  of  it  comes  near  the  circumstance. 
Which  I  have  told  thee  of  my  father's  death. 
I  pr'ythee  when  thou  seest  that  act  afoot. 
Even  with  the  very  comment  of  thy  soul 
Observe  my  uncle ;  if  his  occulted  +  guilt 
Do  not  itself  unkennel  in  one  speech. 
It  is  a  damned  ghost  that  we  have  seen  ; 
And  my  imaginations  are  as  foul 
As  Vulcan's  stithy.    Give  him  heedful  note  : 
Por  I  mine  eyes  will  rivet  to  his  face ; 
And,  after,  we  will  both  our  judgments  join 
In  censure  +  of  his  seeming. 

Hor.  Well,  my  lord  : 
If  he  steal  aught,  the  whilst  this  i)lay  is  playing, 
XnA  scape  detecting,  I  will  pay  the  theft. 

Ham.  They  are  coming  to  the  play ;  I  must  be  idle : 
Get  you  a  place. 

Danish  3Iarch — A  Flourish. — Enter  KlXG,  QCEEN,  PoLOXius, 
Ophelia,  Eosencraktz,  Guildenstekx,  and  others. 

King.  How  fares  our  cousin  Hamlet  ? 

*  Quick.  t  Secret.  J  Oi)inJon. 
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Sam.  Excellent  i'faitli ;  of  the  camolion's  dish :  I  eat  the  air, 
promise-cramm'd  :    You  cannot  feed  capons  so. 

King.  I  have  nothing  with  this  answer, 
Hamlet ;  these  words  are  not  mine. 

Ham.  No,  nor  mine  now.  My  lord, — you  played  once  in  the 
university,  you  say  ?  [2'o  I'oLONius. 

Fol.  That  did  I,  my  lord ;  and  was  accounted  a  good  actor. 

JIam.  And  what  did  you  enact  ? 

Pol.  I  did  enact  Julius  Caesar ;  I  was  killed  i'  the  Capitol ; 
Brutus  kill'd  me. 

Ham.  It  was  a  hrute  part  of  him,  to  kill  so  capital  a  calf  there. 
— Be  the  players  ready  ? 

Ros.  Ay,  my  lord,  they  stay  *  upon  your  patience. 

Queen.  Come  hither,  my  dear  Hamlet,  sit  by  me. 

Ham.  No,  good  mother,  here's  metal  more  attractive. 

Pol.  O  ho !  do  you  mark  that  ?  [To  the  King. 

Ham.  Lady,  shall  I  lie  in  your  lap  ? 

[Lying  doimi  at  Ophelia's  Feet. 

Oph.  No,  my  lord. 

Ham.  I  mean,  my  head  uiDon  your  lap  ? 

Oph.  Ay,  my  lord. 

Ham.  ]3o  you  think,  I  meant  country  matters  ? 

Oph.  I  think  nothing,  my  lord. 

Ham.  That's  a  fair  thought  to  lie  between  maid.s'  legs. 

Oph.  What  is,  my  lord  ? 

Ham.  Nothing. 

Oph.  You  are  merry,  my  lord. 

Ham.  Who,  I  ? 

Oph.  Ay,  my  lord. 

Ham.  O  !  your  only  jig-maker.  Wliat  should  a  man  do,  but 
be  merry  ?  for,  look  you,  how  cheerfully  my  mother  looks,  and 
my  father  died  within  these  two  hours. 

Oph.  Nay,  'tis  twice  two  months,  my  lord. 

Ham.  So  long  ?  Nay,  then  let  the  devil  wear  black,  for  I'll 
have  a  suit  of  sables.f  O  heavens !  die  two  months  ago,  and  not 
forgotten  yet  ?  Then  there's  hope,  a  great  man's  memory  may 
outlive  his  life  half  a  year ;  But,  by'r-lady,  he  must  build  churches 
then :  or  else  shall  he  suffer  not  thinking  on,  with  the  hobby- 
horse ;  whoso  epitaph  is,  For,  O,  for,  O,  the  hohby-horse  is  forgot. 

Trumpets  sound.     The  drimh  Show  follou's. 
Fnter  a  King  and  a  Queen,  very  lovingly ;  the  Queen  embracing 

Mm,  and  he  her.     She  Jcneels,  and  makes  shotv  of  protestation 

unto  him.     He  takes  her  up,  and  declines  his  head  upon  her 

neck:  lays  himdoion  upon  a  hank  of  Jloicers ;  she,  seeing  him 

asleep,  leaves  him.  Anon  comes  in  afelloio,  takes  off  his  crotrn, 

kisses  it,  and  pours  poison  in  the  King's  ears,  and  exit.     The 

Queen  returns;  finds  the  King  dead,  and  makes  passionate 

action.     The  poisoner,  ivith  some  two  or  three  Mutes,  comes  in 

again,  seeming  to  lament  tviih  her.     The  dead  body  is  carried 

away.     The  poisoner  tooos  the  Queen  tvith  gifts;    she  seems 

loath  and  unwilling  aiohile,  hut,  in  the  end,  accepts  his  love. 

[Exeunt. 
*  Wait.  t  A  suit  lined  with  sables. 
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Oph.  What  means  this,  my  lord  ? 

JIam.  JIarrj-,  this  is  miching  malheco ;  *  it  means  mischief. 

Oph.  BeUke,  this  show  imports  the  argument  of  the  play. 
Enter  Peologue. 

Ham.  We  shall  know  by  this  fellow :  the  players  cannot  keep 
counsel ;  they'll  tell  all. 

Oph.  Will  he  tell  us  what  this  show  meant  ? 

Ham.  Ay,  or  any  show  that  you'll  show  him  : 
Be  not  you  ashamed  to  show,  he'll  not  shame  to  tell  you  what  it 
means. 

Oph.  You  are  naught,  you  are  naught ;  I'll  mark  the  play. 

Pro.  Fo7'  ns,  and  for  our  tragedy. 

Here  stooping  to  your  clemency. 
We  heg  your  hearing  patiently. 

Ham.  Is  this  a  prologue,  or  the  posy  of  a  ring  ? 

Oph.  'Tis  brief,  my  lord. 

Ham.  As  woman's  love. 

Enter  a  KiNG  and  a  Queen. 

P.  King.  Full  thirty  times  hath  Phoebus'  cart  gone  round 
Keptune's  salt  wash  and  Tellus'  orbed  ground ; 
And  thirty  dozen  moons,  with  borrow'd  sheen,t 
About  the  world  have  times  twelve  thirties  been  ; 
Since  love  our  hearts,  and  Hymen  did  our  hands. 
Unite  commutual  in  most  sacred  bands. 

P.  Queen.  So  many  journeys  may  the  sun  and  moon 
Make  us  again  count  o'er,  ere  love  be  done ! 
But,  woe  is  me,  you  are  so  sick  of  late. 
So  far  from  cheer,  and  from  your  former  state, 
That  I  distrust  you.    Yet,  though  I  distrust, 
Discomfort  you,  my  lord,  it  nothing  must : 
For  women  fear  too  much,  even  as  they  love; 
And  woman's  fear  and  love  hold  quantity : 
In  neither  aught,  or  in  extremity. 
Now,  what  my  love  is,  proof  hath  made  you  know ; 
And  as  my  love  is  siz'd,  my  fear  is  so. 
Where  love  is  great,  the  littlest  doubts  are  fear ; 
Where  little  fears  grows  great,  great  love  grows  there. 

P.  King.  'Faith,  I  must  leave  thee,  love,  and  shortly  too ; 
My  operant  %  powers  their  functions  leave  to  do : 
And  thou  shalt  live  in  this  fair  world  behind, 
Honour'd,  beloved  ;  and,  haply,  one  as  kind. 
For  husband  shalt  thou ■ 

P.  Queen.  O,  confound  the  rest ! 
Such  love  must  needs  be  treason  in  my  breast : 
In  second  husband  let  me  be  accurst ! 
Is  one  wed  the  second,  but  who  kill'd  the  first. 

Ham.  That's  wormwood.  lAsldc. 

P.  Queen.  The  instances,  §  that  second  marriage  move, 
Are  base  respects  of  thrift,  but  none  of  love ; 
A  second  time  I  kill  my  husband  dead, 
"When  second  husband  kisses  me  in  bed. 

*  Skulking  wickedness.  t  Shining.  X  Active.  ^  Motives, 
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P.  King.  I  do  believe,  you  think  what  now  you  speak  ; 
Eut,  what  we  do  determine,  oft  we  break. 
Purpo^  is  but  the  slave  to  memory ; 
Of  violent  birth,  but  poor  validity : 
Which  now,  like  fruit  unripe,  sticks  on  the  tree  ; 
But  fall,  unshaken,  when  they  mellow  Ije. 
Most  necessary,  'tis,  that  we  forget 
To  pay  ourselves  what  to  ourselves  is  debt : 
What  to  ourselves  in  passion  we  propose, 
The  passion  ending,  doth  the  purpose  lose. 
The  violence  of  either  grief  or  joy 
Their  own  enactures  *  with  themselves  destroy  r 
Where  joy  most  revels,  grief  doth  most  lament ; 
Grief  joys,  joy  grieves,  on  slender  accident. 
This  world  is  not  for  aye ;  nor  'tis  not  strange, 
That  even  our  loves  should  with  our  fortunes  change  ; 
I'or  'tis  a  question  left  us  yet  to  prove, 
Whether  love  lead  fortune,  or  else  fortune  love. 
The  great  man  down,  you  mark,  his  favourite  flies ; 
The  poor  advanced  makes  friends  of  enemies. 
And  nitherto  doth  love  on  fortune  tend ; 
For  who  not  needs,  shall  never  lack  a  friend ; 
And  who  in  want  a  hollow  friend  doth  try, 
Directly  seasons  him  his  enemy. 
But,  orderly  to  end  where  I  begun, — 
Our  wills,  our  fateSj  do  so  contrary  run. 
That  our  devices  still  are  overthrown ; 
Our  thoughts  are  ours,  their  ends  none  of  our  own : 
So  think  thou  wilt  no  second  husband  wed ; 
But  die  thy  thoughts  when  thy  first  lord  is  dead. 

P.  Queen.  Nor  earth  to  give  me  food,  nor  heaven  light ! 
Sport  and  repose  lock  from  me,  day,  and  night ! 
To  desperation  turn  my  trust  and  hope  ! 
An  anchor's  f  cheer  in  prison  be  my  scope  ! 
Each  opposite,  that  blanks  the  face  of  joy. 
Meet  what  I  would  have  well,  and  it  destroy  ! 
Both  here,  and  hence,  pursue  me  lasting  strife 
If,  once  a  widow,  ever  I  be  wife ! 

Ham.  If  she  should  break  it  now, {To  Ophelia. 

P.  King.  'Tis  deeply  sworn.    Sweet,  leave  me  here  awhile ; 
!My  spirits  grow  dull,  and  fain  I  would  beguile 
The  tedious  day  with  sleep.  [_Sleeps. 

P.  Queen.    Sleep  rock  thy  brain ; 
And  never  come  mischance  between  us  twain  !  iKxif. 

Ham.  iladani,  how  like  you  this  play  ? 

Queen.  The  lady  doth  protest  too  much,  methinks. 

Ham.  O,  but  she'll  keep  her  word. 

King.  Have  you  heard  the  argument  ?  Is  there  no  offence  in"i  ? 

Ham.  No,  no,  they  do  but  jest,  poison  in  jest ;  no  ollence  i'  the 
world. 

King.  What  do  you  call  the  play  ? 

Ham.  The  mouse-trap.    Marry,  how  ?  Tropically.     This  play 
*  Determinations.  t  Anchoret's. 
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is  the  image  of  a  murder  done  in  Vienna  :  Gonz<ago  is  the  duke's 
name ;  his  wife,  Eaptista :  you  shall  see  anon ;  'tis  a  knavish 
piece  of  work  :  But  what  of  that  ?  your  majesty,  and  we  that  have- 
free  souls,  it  touches  us  not:  Let  the  galled  jade  wince,  our 
withers  are  unwTung. — 

Enter  LuciANUS. 
Kus  is  one  Lucianus,  nephew  to  the  king. 

Oph.  You  are  as  good  as  a  chorus,  my  lord. 

llam.  I  could  interpret  between  you  and  your  love,  if  I  could 
see  the  puppets  dallying. 

Oph.  You  are  keen,  my  lord,  you  are  keen. 

Ham,  It  would  cost  you  a  groaning,  to  take  off  my  edge. 

Oph.  Still  better  and  worse. 

Ham.  So  you  mistake  your  husbands. — Begin,  murderer; — 

leave  thy  damnable  faces  and  begin.    Come ; 

The  croaking  raven  doth  belloAv  for  revenge. 

Lvc.  Thoughts  black,  hands  apt,  drugs  fit,  and  time  agreeing; 
Confederate  season,  else  no  creature  seemg ; 
Thou  mixture  rank,  of  midnight  weeds  collected, 
'With  Hecate's  ban*  thrice  blasted,  thrice  infected, 
Thy  natural  magic  and  dire  property. 
On  wholesome  life  usurp  immediately. 

\Pours  the  poison  into  the  sleepei-'s  earx. 

Ham.  He  poisons  him  i'  the  garden  for  his  estate.  His  name's 
Gonzago :  the  story  is  extant,  and  written  in  very  choice  Italian  r 
You  shall  see  anon,  how  the  murderer  gets  the  love  of  GonzagoV 
wife. 

Oph.  The  king  rises. 

Ham.  "What !  frighted  with  false  fire  ! 

Queen.  How  fares  my  lord  ? 

Fol.  Give  o'er  the  play. 

King.  Give  me  some  light : — awav  ! 

Pol  Lights,  lights,  lights  ! 

{Exeunt  all  but  Hamlet  and  HoEATio. 

Ham.  "Why,  let  the  strucken  deer  go  weep, 
The  hart  ungalled  play  : 
Por  some  must  watch,  while  some  must  sleep ; 

Thus  runs  the  world  away. — 
AVould  not  this.  Sir,  and  a  forest  of  feathers  (if  the  rest  of  n:v 
fortunes  turn  Turkf  with  me),  with  two  Proven(;al  roses  on  my 
razed  I  shoes,  get  me  a  fellowship  in  a  cry§  of  players.  Sir? 

Hor.  Half  a  share. 

Hum.  A  whole  one,  I. 

Tor  thou  dost  know,  O  Damon,  dear. 

This  realm  dismantled  was 
Of  Jove  himself;  and  now  reigns  here 
A  very,  very — peacock. 

Hor.  You  might  have  rhymed. 

Ham.  O  good  Horatio,  I'll  take  the  gho?fs  word  for  a  th.ovi- 
sand  pound.    Didst  perceive  ? 

Hor.  "Very  well,  my  lord. 

♦  Curse.  t  Change  conditions.  J  Slashed.  §  Company, 
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Ham.  Ui)on  the  talk  of  the  poisoning, 

Hor.  I  did  very  well  note  him. 

JIam.  Ah,  ha  1 — Come,  some  music  ;  come,  the  recorders.*— 
For  if  the  king  like  not  the  comedy, 
AVhy  then,  belike, — he  likes  it  not,  perdy.f 

Enter  E0SE>'CEAXTZ  and  GUILDEXSTEEX. 

Come,  some  music. 

Guil.  Good  my  lord,  vouchsafe  me  a  word  with  you. 

Ham.  Sir,  a  whole  history. 

Gtdl.  The  king,  Sir, 

Ham.  Ay,  Sir,  what  of  him  ? 

Gidl.  Is,  in  his  retirement,  marvellously  distempered. 

Ham.  With  drink,  Sir  ? 

Ouil.  No,  my  lord,  with  choler. 

Ham.  Your  wisdom  should  show  itself  more  richer,  to  signify 
this  to  the  doctor;  for,  for  me  to  put  him  to  his  purgation, 
would,  perhaps,  plunge  him  into  more  choler. 

Guil.  Good  my  lord,  put  your  discourse  into  some  frame,  and 
start  not  so  wildly  from  my  affair. 

Ham.  I  am  tame.  Sir : — pronounce. 

Guil.  The  queen,  your  mother,  in  most  great  affliction  of 
spirit,  hath  sent  me  to  you. 

Ham.  You  are  welcome. 

Gv.il.  Nay,  good  my  lord,  this  courtesy  is  not  of  the  right 
breed.  If  it  shall  please  you  to  make  me  a  wholesome  answer,  I 
will  do  your  mother's  commandment :  if  not,  your  pardon,  and 
my  return,  shall  be  the  end  of  my  business. 

Ham.  Sir,  I  cannot. 

Guil.  What,  my  lord  ? 

Ham.  Slake  you  a  wholesome  answer ;  my  wit's  diseased :  But, 
Sir,  such  answer  as  I  can  make,  you  shall  command  ;  or,  rather, 
as  you  say,  my  mother ;  therefore  no  more,  but  to  the  matter : 
My  mother,  you  say, 

Eos.  Then  thus  she  says;  Your  behaviour  hath  struck  her 
into  amazement  and  admiration. 

Ham.  O  wonderful  son,  that  can  so  astonish  a  mother  ! — But 
is  there  no  sequel  at  the  heels  of  this  mother's  admiration  ?  im- 
part. 

Ros.  She  desires  to  speak  with  you  in  her  closet,  ere  you  go  to 
bed. 

Ham.  We  shall  obey,  were  she  ten  times  our  mother.  Have 
you  any  further  trade  ij:  with  us  ? 

Ros.  My  lord,  you  once  did  love  me. 

Ham.  And  do  still,  by  these  pickers  and  stealers.  § 

Ros.  Good  my  lord,  ^vliat  is  your  cause  of  distemper  ?  you  do, 
surely,  but  bar  the  door  upon  your  own  liberty,  if  you  deny  your 
griefs  to  your  friend. 

Ham.  Sir,  I  lack  advancement. 

Ros.  How  can  that  be,  when  you  have  the  voice  of  the  kiug 
himself  for  your  succession  in  Denmark  ? 

*  A  kind  of  flute.  f  Par  Dieu.  t  Business.  §  Hands. 
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Ham.  Ay,  Sir,  but,  While  the  grass  groics, — the  proverb  is 
something  musty. 

Enter  the  Playebs,  leith  Becorders. 

O  the  recorders  : — let  me  see  one. — To  withdraw  with  jou  : — 
Why  do  you  go  about  to  recover  the  wind  of  me,  as  if  you  would 
drive  me  into  a  toil  ? 

Gtdl.  O,  my  lord,  if  my  duty  be  too  bold,  my  love  is  too  un- 
mannerly. 

Sam.  I  do  not  well  understand  that.  "Will  you  play  upon 
this  pipe  ? 

Guil.  My  lord,  I  cannot. 

Ham.  I  pray  you. 

Guil.  Believe  me,  I  cannot. 

Ham.  I  do  beseech  you. 

Guil.  I  know  no  touch  of  it,  my  lord. 

Ham.  'Tis  as  easy  as  lying :  govern  these  ventages*  with  your 
fingers  and  thumb,  give  it  breath  with  your  mouth,  and  it  will 
discourse  most  eloquent  music.    Look  you,  these  are  the  stops. 

Guil.  But  these  cannot  I  command  to  any  utterance  of liar- 
mony ;  I  have  not  the  skill. 

Ham.  Why,  look  you  now,  how  unworthy  a  thing  you  make 
of  me.  You  would  play  upon  me ;  you  would  seem  to  know  my 
stops ;  you  would  pluck  out  the  heart  of  my  mystery  ;  you  would 
sound  me  from  my  lowest  note  to  the  top  of  my  compass :  and 
there  is  much  music,  excellent  voice,  in  this  little  organ ;  yet 
cannot  you  make  it  speak.  'Sblood,  do  you  think  I  am  easier  to 
be  played  on  than  a  pipe  ?  Call  me  what  instrument  you  will, 
though  you  can  fret  me,  you  cannot  play  upon  me. 

Enter  POLOXIUS. 
God  bless  you.  Sir. 

Fol.  My  lord,  the  queen  would  speak  with  you,  and  presently. 

Ham.  Do  you  see  yonder  cloud,  that's  almost  in  shape  of  a 
camel  ? 

Pol.  By  the  mass,  and  'tis  like  a  camel,  indeed. 

Ham.  jMethinks.  it  is  like  a  weasel. 

Fol.  It  is  backed  like  a  weasel. 

Ham.  Or,  like  a  whale  ? 

Pol.  Yery  like  a  whale. 

Ham.  Then  will  I  come  to  my  mother  by  and  by. — They  fool 
mc  to  the  top  of  my  bent.f — I  will  come  by  and  by. 

Pol.  I  will  say  so.  [Exit  PoLONlus. 

Ham.  By  and  by  is  easily  said. — Leave  me,  friends. 

[Exeunt  Kos.  GuiL.  HoE.  ^'c. 
'Tis  now  the  very  witching  time  of  night : 
When  churchyards  yawn,  and  hell  itself  breathes  out 
Contagion  to  this  world:  Now  could  I  drink  hot  blood. 
And  do  such  business  as  the  bitter  day 
Would  quake  to  look  on.    Soft ;  now  to  my  mother, — 
O,  heart,  lose  not  thy  nature ;  let  not  ever 

*  Holes.  t  Utmost  stretch. 


444  HAMLET,  PEINCE  OF  DENMAHK.  [ACT  IIT. 

The  soul  of  Nero  enter  this  firm  bosom : 

Let  me  be  cruel,  not  unnatural : 

I  will  si)eak  daggers  to  her,  but  use  none : 

My  tongue  and  soul  in  this  be  hypocrites : 

How  in  my  words  soever  she  be  shent,* 

To  give  them  sealsf  never,  my  soul,  consent !  [7v.r?7. 

SCUNJE  III. — A  Room  in  ike  same. 

JSnter  KiXG,  Eosenceantz,  and  Guildexsteun. 

King.  I  like  him  not ;  nor  stands  it  safe  with  us. 
To  let  his  madness  range.    Therefore,  prepare  you  ; 
I  your  commission  will  forthwith  despatch, 
And  he  to  England  shall  along  with  you  : 
The  terms  of  our  estate  may  not  endure 
Hazard  so  near  us,  as  doth  hourly  grow 
Out  of  his  lunes.J 

Guil.  AVe  will  ourselves  provide : 
Most  holy  and  religious  fear  it  is, 
To  keep  those  many  bodies  safe. 
That  live,  and  feed,  upon  your  majesty. 

Eos.  The  single  and  peculiar  life  is  bound 
"With  all  the  strength  and  armour  of  the  mind, 
To  keep  itself  from  'noyance :  but  much  more 
That  spirit,  upon  whose  weal  depend  and  rest 
The  lives  of  many.    The  cease  of  majesty 
Dies  not  alone  ;  but,  like  a  gulf,  doth  draw 
"What's  near  it,  with  it :  it  is  a  massy  wheel, 
Fix'd  on  the  summit  of  the  highest  mount, 
To  whose  huge  spokes  ten  thousand  lesser  things 
Are  mortised  and  adjoined ;  which,  when  it  falls, 
Each  small  annexment,  petty  consequence. 
Attends  the  boist'rous  ruin.    Never  alone 
Did  the  king  sigh,  but  with  a  general  groan. 

King.  Arm  you,  I  pray  you,  to  this  speedy  voyage ; 
For  we  will  fetters  put  upon  this  fear, 
"Which  now  goes  too  free-footed. 

Eos.  Guil.  We  will  haste  us. 

[Exeunt  ROSEN'CKANTZ  and  GriLDEXSTER.V. 

Enter  PoLONius. 

Pol.  My  lord,  he's  going  to  his  mother's  closet : 
Behind  the  arras  I'll  convey  myself, 
To  hear  the  process  ;  I'll  warrant,  she'll  tax  him  homo : 
And,  as  you  said,  and  wisely  Mas  it  said, 
'Tis  meet,  that  some  more  audience  than  a  mother, 
Since  nature  makes  them  partial,  should  o'er-liear 
The  speech,  of  vantage,    lare  you  well,  my  liege ; 
I'll  call  upon  you  ere  you  go  to  bed. 
And  tell  you  Avhat  I  know. 

King.  Thanks,  dear  my  lord.  [&■/;  PoLOXirs. 

O,  my  offence  is  rank,  it  smells  to  heaven ; 
It  hath  the  primal  eldest  curse  upon't, 

*  Reproved.  t  Authority  to  put  them  in  execution,  :  Lunacies. 
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A  brother's  murder ! — Pray  can  I  not, 
Though  inchnation  be  a,s  sharp  as  will ; 
My  stronger  guilt  defeats  my  strong  intent ; 
And,  like  a  man  to  double  business  bound, 
I  staud  in  pause  where  I  shall  first  begin. 
And  both  neglect.    What  if  this  cursed  hand 
Were  thicker  than  itself  with  brother's  blood  ? 
Is  there  not  rain  enough  in  the  sweet  heavens, 
To  wash  it  white  as  snow  ?  Whereto  serves  mercy. 
But  to  confront  the  visage  of  offence  ? 
And  what's  in  prayer,  but  this  twofold  force, — 
To  be  forestalled,  ere  we  come  to  fall, 
Or  pardon'd,  being  down  ?  Then  I'll  look  up  ; 
My  fault  is  past.    But,  O,  what  form  of  prayer 
Can  serve  my  turn  ?  Forgive  me  my  foul  murder  I — 
That  cannot  be ;  since  I  am  still  possess'd 
Of  those  effects  for  which  I  did  the  murder, 
My  crown,  mine  own  ambition,  and  my  queen. 
May  one  be  pardon'd  and  retain  the  offence  ? 
In  the  corrupted  currents  of  this  world, 
Offence's  gilded  hand  may  shove  by  justice ; 
And  oft  'tis  seen,  the  M'icked  prize  itself 
Buys  out  the  law :  But  'tis  not  so  above  : 
There  is  no  shuffling,  there  the  action  lies 
In  his  true  nature ;  and  we  ourselves  compell'd. 
Even  to  the  teeth  and  forehead  of  our  faults, 
To  give  in  evidence.    "NA'hat  then  ?  what  rests  ? 
Try  what  repentance  can :  U'liat  can  it  not  ? 
Yet  Avhat  can  it,  when  one  can  not  repent  ? 
O  WTetched  state  !  O  bosom,  black  as  death  ! 
O  limed*  soul :  that  struggling  to  be  free. 
Art  more  engaged.    Help,  angels,  make  assay  ! 
Bow,  stubborn  knees  !  and,  heart,  with  strings  of  steel, 
Be  soft  a-s  sinews  of  the  new-born  babe ; 

All  may  be  well !  \_Eetii-es  and  kneels. 

Enter  Hamlet. 

Ham.  Now  might  I  do  it,  pat,  now  he  is  praying; 
And  now  I'll  do't ;  and  so  he  goes  to  heaven  : 
And  so  am  I  reveng'd  ?    That  would  be  scann'd :  t 
A  villain  kills  my  father ;  and.  for  that, 
I,  his  sole  son,  do  this  same  villain  send 
To  heaven. 

Why,  this  is  hire  and  salary .t  not  revenge. 
He  took  my  father  grossly,  full  of  bread ; 
With  all  his  crimes  broad  blown,  as  flush  as  May ; 
And,  how  his  audit  stands,  who  knows,  save  heaven  ? 
But,  in  our  circumstance  and  course  of  thought, 
'Tis  heavy  with  him :  And  am  I  then  revenged, 
To  take  lura  in  the  purging  of  his  soul, 
■AMicn  he  is  fit  and  season'd  for  his  passage  ? 
No. 

*  Caught  as  with  bird-lime.  t  CoiiEidered.  t  Reward. 
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tTp,  sword ;  and  know  thou  a  more  horrid  hent  :* 

When  he  is  drunk,  asleep,  or  in  his  rage ; 

Or  in  the  incestuous  pleasures  of  his  bed ; 

At  gaming,  swearing ;  or  about  some  act 

That  has  no  relish  of  salvation  in't : 

Then  trip  him,  that  his  heels  may  kick  at  heaven  : 

And  that  his  soul  may  be  as  damn'd,  and  black, 

As  hell,  whereto  it  goes.    My  mother  stays : 

This  physic  but  prolongs  thy  sickly  days.  [I^xit. 

The  King  rises  and  advances. 
King.  My  words  fly  up,  my  thoughts  remain  below : 
\yords,  M'ithout  thoughts,  never  to  heaven  go.  \^Exit. 

SCEXE  IV. — Another  Boom  in  the  same. 
Enter  QxJEEJr  and  PoLO>"njS. 
Pol.  He  will  come  straight.    Look,  you  lay  home  to  him : 
Tell  him,  bis  pranks  have  been  too  broad  to  bear  with ; 
And  that  your  grace  hath  screen'd  and  stood  between 
3Iuch  heat  and  him.   I'll  silence  me  e'en  here. 
Pray  you,  be  round  with  him. 

Queen.  I'll  warrant  you ; 
Fear  me  not : — withdraw,  I  hear  him  coming. 

[POLONIUS  hides  himself. 

Enter  Hamlet. 

Ham.  Now,  mother ;  what's  the  matter  ? 

Queen.  Hamlet,  thou  hast  thy  father  much  offended. 

Ham.  ilother,  you  have  my  father  much  offended. 

Queen.  Come,  come,  you  answer  with  an  idle  tongue. 

Ham.  Go,  go,  you  question  -with  a  wicked  tongue. 

Queen.  Why,  how  now,  Hamlet  ? 

Ham.  What's  the  matter  now  ? 

Queen.  Have  you  forgot  me  ? 

Ham.  No,  by  the  rood,  not  so  : 
You  are  the  queen,  your  husband's  brother's  wife ; 
And, — 'would  it  were  not  so  ! — you  are  my  mother. 

Queen.  Nay,  then  I'll  set  those  to  you  that  can  speak. 

Ham.  Come,  come,  and  sit  you  down  ;  you  shall  not  budge ; 
You  go  not,  till  I  set  you  up  a  glass 
AYhere  you  may  see  the  inmost  part  of  you. 

Queen.  AVhat  wilt  thou  do  ?  thou  wilt  not  murder  me  ? 
Help,  help,  ho ! 

Pol.  [Behind.']  What,  ho !  help! 

iZ«;;!."  How  now  !  a  rat?  [Drars. 

Dead,  for  a  ducat,  dead. 

[Hamlet  makes  a  pass  through  the  arras. 

Pol.  [Behind.']  O,  I  am  slain.  [FaUs  and  dies. 

Queen.  O  me,  what  hast  thou  done  ? 

Ham.  Xay,  I  know  not : 
Is  it  the  king  ?    [Lifts  np  the  arras,  and  draws  forth  Polo:n-IUS. 

Queen.  O,  what  a  rash  and  bloody  deed  is  tliis  1 
*  Seize  him  at  a  more  horrid  time. 
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Sam.  A  bloody  deed ; — almost  as  bad,  good  mother, 
As  kill  a  king,  and  marry  ■with  his  brother. 

Queen.  As  kill  a  king ! 

Ifam.  Ay,  lady,  'twas  my  word. — 
Thou  wretcned,  rash,  intruding  fool,  farewell !     [To  PoLONitJS. 
I  took  thee  for  thy  better ;  take  thy  fortune : 
Thou  find'st,  to  be  too  busy,  is  some  danger. — 
Leave  wringing  of  your  hands :  Peace ;  sit  you  down, 
And  let  me  wnng  your  heart :  for  so  I  shall, 
If  it  be  made  of  penetrable  stuff; 
If  damned  custom  have  not  brazed  it  so. 
That  it  be  proof  and  bulwark  against  sense. 

Queen.  "What  have  I  done,  that  thou  dar'st  wag  thy  tongue 
In  noise  so  rude  against  me  ? 

IFajn.  Such  an  act, 
That  blurs  the  grace  and  blush  of  modesty ; 
Calls  virtue,  hypocrite ;  takes  off  the  rose 
From  the  fair  forehead  of  an  innocent  love. 
And  sets  a  blister  there ;  makes  marriage-vows 
As  false  as  dicers'  oaths ;  O,  such  a  deed 
As  from  the  body  of  contraction*  plucks 
The  very  soul ;  and  sweet  reUgion  makes 
A  rhapsody  of  words :  Heaven's  face  doth  glow ; 
Yea,  this  solidity  and  compound  mass, 
"With  tristful  visage,  as  against  the  doom. 
Is  thought-sick  at  the  act. 

Queen.  Ah  me,  what  act. 
That  roars  so  loud,  and  thunders  in  the  index  ?  f 

Ham.  Look  here,  upon  this  picture,  and  on  thLs  ;t 
The  counterfeit  presentment  of  two  brothers. 
See,  what  a  grace  was  seated  on  this  brow : 
Hjrperion's  curls ;  the  front  of  Jove  himself; 
An  eye  like  Mars,  to  threaten  and  command ; 
A  station  §  like  the  herald  Mercury, 
New-lighted  on  a  heaven-kissing  hill ; 
A  combination,  and  a  form,  indeed, 
"W^here  every  god  did  seem  to  set  his  seal. 
To  give  the  world  assurance  of  a  man : 
This  was  your  husband. — Look  you  now,  what  follows : 
Here  is  your  husband  ;  like  a  mildew'd  ear. 
Blasting  his  wholesome  brother.    Have  you  eyes  ? 
Could  you  on  this  fair  mountain  leave  to  feed, 
And  batten  H  on  this  moor  ?    Ha !  have  you  eyes  ? 
Tou  cannot  call  it,  love :  for,  at  your  age. 
The  hey-day  in  the  blood  is  tame,  it's  humble, 
And  waits  upon  the  judgment ;  And  what  judgment 
"SVould  step  from  this  to  this  ?    Sense,*[[  sure,  you  have. 
Else,  could  you  not  have  motion  :  But,  sure,  that  sense 
Is  apoplex'd :  for  madness  would  not  err ; 
Nor  sense  to  ecstasy**  was  ne'er  so  thrall'd, 

*  Marriasje  contract.  t  Index  of  contents. 

J  The  i)ortraits  of  the  two  brothers.  §  Attitude. 

g  To  grow  fat.  \  Sensation.  **  frenzy. 
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But  it  reserved  some  quantity  of  choice, 

To  serve  in  such  a  diflerence.    "What  devil  was 't 

That  thus  hath  cozen'd  you  at  hoodman-blind  'f* 

Eyes  without  feeling,  feeling  without  sight, 

Ears  without  hands  or  eyes,  smelling  sans  all. 

Or  but  a  sickly  part  of  one  true  sense 

Could  not  so  mope.f 

O  shame !  where  is  thy  blush  ?    Eebelliou>  hell, 

If  thou  canst  mutineX  in  a  matron's  bone:;, 

To  flaming  youth  let  virtue  be  as  wax, 

And  melt  in  her  own  fire :  proclaim  no  shame. 

When  the  compulsive  ardour  gives  the  charge; 

Since  frost  itself  as  actively  doth  burn, 

And  reason  panders  will. 

Queen.  O  Hamlet,  speak  no  more  : 
Thou  turn'st  mine  eyes  into  my  very  soul ; 
And  there  I  see  such  black  and  grained  §  spots. 
As  will  not  leave  their  tinct. 

Ham.  Nay,  but  to  live 
Tn  the  rank  sweat  of  an  enseamed  bed  ; '! 
Stew'd  in  corruption ;  honeying,  and  making  lovo 
Over  the  nasty  sty  ; 

Queen.  O,  speak  to  me  no  more  ; 
These  words,  like  daggers  enter  in  mine  ears : 
No  more,  sweet  Hamlet. 

Ham.  A  murderer,  and  a  villain  : 
A  slave,  that  is  not  twentieth  part  the  tythe 
■Of  your  precedent  lord : — a  vice*[  of  kings : 
A  cutpurse  of  the  empire  and  the  rule ; 
That  from  a  shelf  the  precious  diadem  stole, 
And  put  it  in  his  pocket  I 

Queen.  No  more. 

Unter  Ghost. 

Ham.  A  king 

Of  shreds  and  patches  : 

Save  me,  and  hover  o'er  me  with  your  wings, 

You  heavenly  guards  ! — What  would  your  gracious  figure  ? 

Queen.  Alas,  he's  mud. 

Ham.  \)o  you  not  come  your  tardy  son  to  chide. 
That,  lapsed  in  time  and  passion,  lets  go  by 
The  important  acting  of  your  dread  command  ? 
O,  say ! 

Ghost.  Do  not  forget :  This  visitation 
Is  but  to  whet  thy  almost  blunted  purpose. 
But,  look,  amazement  on  thy  mother  sits  : 
O,  step  between  her  and  her  fighting  soul ; 
Conceit**  in  weakest  bodies  strongest  works  ; 
Speak  to  her,  Hamlet. 

Ham.  How  is  it  with  you,  lady  ? 

Queen.  Alas,  how  is't  with  you  ? 

*  Blindman's  buff.  +  Be  so  stupirl.  t  Mutiny. 

4  Iiigraiiied.  S  Grea=y.  ^_  Mimic.  **  Imagination. 
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That  you  do  bend  your  eye  on  vacancy, 
And  with  the  incorporal  air  do  hold  discourse  ? 
Forth  at  your  eyes  your  spirits  wildly  peep ; 
And,  as  the  sleeping  soldiers  in  the  alarm, 
Your  bedded  hair,  Rke  life  in  excrements,* 
Starts  up,  and  stands  on  end.    O  gentle  son. 
Upon  the  heat  and  flame  of  thy  distemper 
Sprinkle  cool  patience.    "Whereon  do  you  look  ? 

Sam.  On  him !  on  him  ! — Look  you,  how  pale  he  glares  ! 
His  form  and  cause  conjoin'd,  preaching  to  stones, 
Would  make  them  capable.t— JDo  not  look  upon  me ; 
Lest,  with  this  piteous  action,  you  convert 
My  stern  effects :  X  then  what  I  have  to  do 
"VA'ill  want  true  colour ;  tears,  perchance,  for  blood. 

Queen.  To  whom  do  you  speak  this  ? 

Jlam.  Do  you  see  nothing  there  ? 

Queen.  Nothing  at  all ;  yet  all,  that  is,  I  see 

Ham.  Nor  did  you  nothing  hear  ? 

Queen.  No,  nothing,  but  ourselves. 

Ham.  "Why,  look  you  there !  look,  how  it  steals  away ! 
My  father,  in  his  habit  as  he  lived  ! 
Look,  where  he  goes,  even  now,  out  at  the  portal !  \^Exit  Ghost, 

Queen.  This  is  the  very  coinage  of  your  brain : 
This  bodiless  creation  ecstasy  § 
Is  very  cunning  in. 

Ham.  Ecstasy ! 
My  pulse,  as  yours,  doth  temperately  keep  time, 
And  makes  as  healthful  music :  It  is  not  madness, 
That  I  have  utter'd :  bring  me  to  the  test. 
And  I  the  matter  will  re-word ;  which  madness 
"Would  gambol  from.    Mother,  for  love  of  grace, 
Lay  not  that  flattering  unction  to  your  soul. 
That  not  your  trespass,  but  my  madness  speaks : 
It  will  but  skin  and  film  the  ulcerous  place ; 
'\yhiles  rank  corruption,  mining  all  within, 
Infects  unseen.    Confess  yourself  to  heaven ; 
Hepent  what's  past ;  avoid  what  is  to  come  ; 
And  do  not  spread  the  comiwst  on  the  weeds. 
To  make  them  ranker.    Forgive  me  this  my  virtue  : 
For  in  the  fatness  of  these  pursy  times. 
Virtue  itself  of  vice  must  pardon  beg ; 
"Yea,  curb  i  I  and  woo,  for  leave  to  do  him  good. 

Queen.  O  Hamlet !  thou  hast  cleft  my  heart  in  twain. 

Ham.  O,  throw  away  the  worser  part  of  it. 
And  live  the  purer  with  the  other  half. 
Good  night:  but  go  not  to  my  uncle's  bed; 
Assume  a  virtue,  if  you  have  it  not. 
That  monster,  custom,  who  all  sense  doth  eat 
Of  habit's  devil,  is  angel  yet  in  this ; 
That  to  the  use  of  actions  fiiir  and  good 
He  likewise  gives  a  frock,  or  livery, 

*  As  that  of  hair.  t  Intelligent.  X  Actions. 

S  Frenzy.  5  Bend. 
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That  aptly  is  put  on :  Refraiu  to-niglit ; 
And  that  shall  lend  a  kind  of  easiness 
To  the  next  abstinence  :  the  next  more  easy : 
For  use  almost  can  change  the  stani])  of  nature. 
And  either  curb  the  devil,  or  throw  him  out 
With  wondrous  potency.    Once  more,  good  night ! 
And  when  you  are  desirous  to  be  bless'd, 
I'll  blessing  beg  of  you. — For  this  same  lord, 

\_Pointing  to  roLOXiu?. 
I  do  repent :  But  heaven  hath  pleased  it  so, — 
To  punish  me  with  this,  and  this  with  me. 
That  I  must  be  their  scourge  and  minister. 
I  will  bestow  him,  and  will  answer  well 
The  death  I  gave  him.    So,  again,  good  night : — 
I  must  be  cruel,  only  to  be  kind : 
Thus  bad  begins,  and  worse  remains  behind.— 
Eut  one  word  more,  good  lady. 

Queen.  What  shall  I  do  ? 

Ham.  Not  this,  by  no  means,  that  I  bid  you  do  : 
Let  the  bloat  king  tempt  you  again  to  bed; 
Pinch  wanton  on  your  cheek  ;  call  you,  his  mouse  ; 
And  let  him,  for  a  pair  of  reechy  *  kisses, 
Or  paddling  in  your  neck  with  his  damn'd  fingers, 
Make  you  to  ravel  all  this  matter  out. 
That  1  essentially  am  not  in  madness, 
But  mad  in  craft.    'Twere  good,  you  let  him  know  : 
For  who,  that's  but  a  queen,  fair,  sober,  wise. 
Would  from  a  paddock.t  from  a  bat,  a  jib,t 
Such  dear  concernings  hide  ?  who  would  do  so  ? 
No,  in  despite  of  sense,  and  secrecy, 
Unpeg  the  basket  on  the  house's  top, 
liCt  the  birds  fly ;  and,  like  the  famous  ape. 
To  try  conclusions,  §  in  the  basket  creep, 
And  break  your  own  neck  down. 

Queen.  Be  thou  assured,  if  words  be  made  of  breath, 
And  breath  of  life,  I  have  no  hfe  to  breathe 
"N^'hat  thou  hast  said  to  me. 

Sam.  I  must  to  England ;  you  know  that  ? 

Queen.  Alack, 
I  had  forgot ;  'tis  so  concluded  on. 

Sam.  There'^  letters  seal'd  :  and  my  two  school-fellows, — 
Whom  I  ■srill  trust,  as  I  will  adders  fang'd, — 
They  bear  the  mandate ;  thej'  must  sweep  my  way. 
And  uiarshal  me  to  knavery  :  Let  it  work ; 
For  'tis  the  sport,  to  have  the  engineer 
Hoist  with  his  own  petard :  and  it  shall  go  hard. 
But  I  will  delve  one  yard  below  their  mines, 
And  blow  them  at  the  moon  :  O,  'tis  most  sweet, 
When  in  one  line  two  crafts  directly  meet. — 
This  man  shall  set  nie  packing. 
I'll  lug  the  guts  int'j  the  neighbour  room : — 

*  steaming  with  heat.  t  Toad. 

}  Male  cat.  9  Experiment.''. 
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Mother,  good  night. — Indeed,  this  counsellor 
Is  now  most  still,  most  secret,  and  most  grave, 
"Who  w<as  in  life  a  fooMsh  prating  knave. 
Come,  Sir,  to  draw  toward  an  end  with  you  :— 
Good  night,  mother. 

\_Exeunt  severally ;  Hamlet  dragging  in  PoLONlus. 


ACT  IV. 

SCHNE  I— The  same. 
Unter  KiNG,  QuEEN,  EOSEKCEAJS^TZ,  and  GtJILDEXSTEEX. 

_  King.  There's  matter  in  these  sighs,  these  profound  heaves 
You  must  translate :  'tis  fit  we  understand  them : 
AVhere  is  your  son  ? 

Q,ueen.  Bestow  this  place  on  us  a  little  while. — 

\To  EOSENCRANTZ  and  GUILDENSTEEX',  IvTlO  (JO  OUf. 

Ah,  my  good  lord,  what  have  I  seen  to  night ! 

King.  AVhat,  Gertrude  ?    How  does  Hamlet  ? 

Q;ueen.  Mad  as  the  sea,  and  wind,  when  both  contend 
T\^liich  is  the  mightier :  In  his  lawless  fit, 
Behind  the  arras  hearing  something  stir, 
Whips  out  his  rapier,  cries,  A  rat !  a  rat ! 
And,  in  his  brainish  apprehension,  kills 
The  unseen  good  old  man. 

King.  O  heavy  deed  ! 
It  had  been  so  with  us,  had  we  been  there : 
His  liberty  is  full  of  threats  to  all ; 
To  you  yourself,  to  us,  to  every  one. 
Alas  !  how  shall  this  bloody  deed  be  answer'd. 
It  will  be  laid  to  us,  whose  providence 
Should  have  kept  short,  restrain'd,  and  out  of  haunt,* 
This  mad  young  man :  but,  so  much  was  our  love. 
We  would  not  understand  what  was  most  fit ; 
But,  like  the  o^vner  of  a  foul  disease, 
To  keep  it  from  divulging,  let  it  feed 
Even  on  the  pith  of  life.     Where  is  he  gone  ? 

Queen.  To  draw  apart  the  body  he  hath  kill'd  : 
O'er  whom  his  very  madness,  like  some  ore. 
Among  a  mineralf  of  metals  base, 
ShoAvs  itself  pure ;  he  weeps  for  what  is  done. 

King.  O,  Gertrude,  come  away  ! 
The  sun  no  sooner  shall  the  mountains  touch, 
]kit  we  will  ship  him  hence  :  and  this  vile  deed 
"We  must  with  all  our  majesty  and  skill. 
Both  countenance  and  excuse. — Ho  !  Guildcnstcrn  ! 

Enter  EOSENCEANTZ  and  GuiLDF.XPTEEX. 
Friends  both,  go  join  you  with  some  further  aid : 
Hamlet  in  madness  hath  Polonius  slain, 
And  from  his  mother's  closet  hath  he  dragg'd  him : 

*  Company.  t  Mine. 
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Go,  seek  liim  out ;  speak  fair,  and  bring  the  body 
Into  the  chapel.    I  pray  you,  haste  in  this. 

lExeunt  ROSENCEANTZ  and  GUILDENSTERN. 
Come,  Gertrude,  we'll  call  up  our  wisest  friends  ; 
And  let  them  know,  both  what  we  mean  to  do, 
And  what's  untimely  done  :  so,  haply,  slander, — 
"Whose  whisiier  o'er  the  world's  diameter. 
As  level  as  the  cannon  to  his  blank,* 
Transports  his  poison'd  shot, — may  miss  our  name, 
And  hit  the  woundless  air. — O  come  away  ! 
My  soul  is  full  of  discord  and  dismay.  ^ Exeunt. 

SCENE  II. — Another  Room  in  the  same. 
Enter  Hamlet. 

Sam. Safely  stowed, — [Eos.  Sec   u-ithin.    Hamlet  !    lord 

Hamlet!]     But  soft! — what"  noise  ?  who  calls  on  Hamlet  ?    O, 
here  they  come. 

Enter  RoSE^'CEANTZ  and  Guildenstern. 

Ros.  "What  have  you  done,  my  lord,  with  the  dead  body  ? 

Ham.  Compounded  it  with  dust,  whereto  'tis  kin. 

Ros.  Tell  us  where  'tis ;  that  we  may  take  it  thence, 
And  bear  it  to  the  chapel. 

Ham.  Do  not  beheve  it. 

Ros.  Believe  what  ? 

Ham.  That  I  can  keep  your  counsel,  and  not  mine  own.  Bo- 
sides,  to  be  demanded  of  a  sponge  I — what  replication  should  be; 
made  by  the  son  of  a  king  ? 

Ros.  Take  you  me  for  a  sponge,  my  lord  ? 

Ham.  Ay,  Sir ;  that  soaks  up  the  king's  countenance,  his  re- 
wards, his  authorities.  But  such  oflicers  do  the  king  best  service 
in  the  end :  He  keeps  them,  like  an  ape,  in  the  corner  of  his 
jaw,  first  mouthed;  to  be  last  swallowed :  "When  he  needs  what 
you  have  gleaned,  it  is  but  squeezing  you,  and,  sponge,  you  shall 
be  dry  jigain. 

Ros.  I  understand  you  not,  my  lord. 

Ham.  I  am  glad  of  it :  A  knavish  speech  sleeps  in  a  foolish  ear. 

Ros.  My  lord,  you  must  tell  us  where  the  body  i.s,  and  go  witli 
us  to  the  king. 

Ham.  The  body  is  with  the  king,  but  the  king  is  not  with  the 
body.    The  king  is  a  thing 

Guil.  A  thing,  my  lord? 

Ham.  Of  nothing :  bring  me  to  him.    Hide  fox,  and  all  afler.t 

\  Exeunt. 
SCENE  III. — Another  Room  in  the  same. 

Enter  KiKG,  attended. 
King.  I  have  sent  to  seek  him,  and  to  find  the  body. 
How  dangerous  is  it,  that  this  man  goes  loose  ? 
Yet  must  not  we  put  the  strong  law  on  him  : 
He's  loved  of  the  distracted  multitude, 
Who  like  not  in  their  judgment,  but  their  eyes ; 

*  Mark  t  A  sport  among  children. 
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And,  where  'tis  so,  the  offender's  scourge  is  weigh'd, 
But  never  the  otfence.    To  bear  all  smooth  and  even. 
This  sudden  sending  him  away  must  seem 
Deliberate  pause:  Diseases,  desperate  grown, 
Ey  desperate  appliance  are  relieved, 

Enter  EosENCRANTZ. 
Or  not  at  all.— How  now  ?  what  hath  befallen  ? 

Ros.  AVhere  the  dead  body  is  bestow'd,  my  lord. 
We  cannot  get  from  him. 

King.  But  where  is  he  ? 

Ros.  Without,  my  lord ;  guarded,  to  know  your  pleasure. 

King.  Bring  him  before  us. 

Ros.  Ho,  Guildenstern  !  bring  in  my  lord. 

Enter  Hamlet  and  GuiLDENSTERN. 

King.  Now,  Hamlet,  where's  Polonius  ? 

Ham.  At  supper. 

King.  At  supper  ?   Where  ? 

Ham.  Not  where  he  eats,  but  where  he  is  eat«u :  a  certain 
convocation  of  politic  worms  are  e'en  at  him.  Your  worm  is 
your  only  emperor  for  diet :  wa  fat  all  creatures  else,  to  fat  us  ; 
and  we  fat  ourselves  for  maggots :  Your  fat  king,  and  your  lean 
beggar,  is  but  variable  service;  two  dishes,  but  to  one  table; 
that's  the  end. 

King.  Alas,  alas ! 

Ham.  A  man  may  fish  with  the  worm  that  hath  eat  of  a  king ; 
and  eat  of  the  fish  that  hath  fed  of  that  worm. 

King.  AVhat  dost  thou  mean  by  this  ? 

Ham.  Nothing,  but  to  show  you  how  a  king  may  go  a  pi'o- 
gress  through  the  "uts  of  a  beggar. 

King.  Where  is  Polonius  ? 

Ham.  In  heaven ;  send  thither  to  see :  if  your  messenger  find 
him  not  there,  seek  him  i'  the  other  place  yourself.  But,  indeed, 
if  you  find  him  not  within  this  month,  you  shall  nose  him  as  you 
go  up  the  stairs  into  the  lobby. 

King.  Go  seek  him  there.  [To  some  Attendants. 

Ham.  He  will  stay  till  you  come.  [Exeunt  Attendants. 

King.  Hamlet,  this  deed,  for  thine  especial  safety, — 
Which  we  do  tender,  as  we  dearly  grieve 
For  that  which  thou  hast  done, — must  send  thee  hence 
With  fiery  quickness:  Therefore,  prepare  thyself; 
The  bark  is  ready,  and  the  wind  at  help,* 
The  associates  tend,t  and  everything  is  bent 
For  England. 

Ham.  For  England  ? 

King.  Ay,  Hamlet. 

Ham.  Good. 

King.  vSo  is  it,  if  thou  know'st  our  purposes. 

Ham.  I  see  a  cherub,  that  sees  them. — But,  come ;  for  Eng- 
land ! — Farewell,  dear  mother. 

King.  Thy  loving  father,  Hamlet. 

*  Right,  ready.  t  Attend. 
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Ham.  !My  mother  :  Father  and  mother  is  man  and  wife ;  man 
and  ■wife  is  one  flesh ;  and  so,  my  mothei.    Come,  for  England. 

[Exit. 

King.  Follow  him  at  foot ;  tempt  him  with  speed  aboard ; 
Delay  it  not,  I'll  have  him  hence  to-night : 
Away  ;  for  everything  is  seal'd  and  done 
That  else  leans  on  the  affair :  Pray  you,  make  haste. 

iExe%int  ROSENXRAXTZ  and  GUILDEXSTEEX. 

And,  England,  if  my  love  thou  hold'st  at  aught 

(As  my  great  power  thereof  may  give  thee  sense ; 

Since  yet  thy  cicatrice  looks  raw  and  red 

After  the  Danish  sword,  and  thy  free  awe 

Pays  homage  to  us),  thou  may'st  not  coldly  set* 

Our  sovereign  process ;  which  imports  at  full. 

By  letters  conjuring  to  that  effect, 

The  present  death  of  Hamlet.    Do  it,  England ; 

For  like  the  hectic  in  my  blood  he  rages. 

And  thou  must  cure  me :  Till  I  know  'tis  done, 

Howe'er  my  haps,t  my  joys  will  ne'er  begin.  I  Exit. 

SCENE  IK— A  Plain  in  Denmark. 
Enter  FOETINBEAS,  and  Forces,  mardiing. 

For.  Go,  captain,  from  me  greet  the  Danish  king ; 
Tell  him,  that,  by  his  licence,  Fortinbras 
Craves  the  conveyance  of  a  promised  march 
Over  his  kingdom.    You  know  the  rendezvous. 
If  that  his  majesty  would  aught  with  us, 
"We  shall  express  our  duty  in  his  eye.J 
And  let  him  know  so. 

Cap.  I  will  do't,  my  lord. 

For.  Go  softly  on.  [Exeunt  FoETlXBEAS,  and  Forces 

Enter  Hamlet,  Posenceantz,  Guildexsteen,  ^-c. 

Ham.  Good  Sir,  whose  powers  §  are  these  ? 

Cap.  They  are  of  Norway,  Sir. 

Ham.  How  purposed,  Sii", 
I  pray  you  ? 

Cap.  Against  some  part  of  Poland. 

Sam.  Who 
Commands  them.  Sir  ? 

Cap.  The  nephew  to  old  Norway,  Fortinbras. 

Sam.  Goes  it  against  the  main  of  Poland,  Sir, 
Or  for  some  frontier  ? 

Cap.  Truly  to  speak.  Sir,  and  with  no  addition, 
We  go  to  gain  a  little  patch  of  ground, 
That  hath  in  it  no  prolit  but  the  name. 
To  pay  five  ducats,  five,  I  would  not  farm  it ; 
Nor  will  it  yield  to  Norway,  or  the  Pole, 
A  ranker  rate,  should  it  be  sold  in  fee. 

Sam.  Why,  then  the  PolackH  never  mil  defend  it. 

*  Value,  estimate.  t  Whatever  else  happens 

t  Preseiice.  §  Forces.  H  Polancler. 
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Cap.  Yes,  'tis  already  garrison'd. 

Mam.  Two  thousand  souls,  and  twenty  thousand  ducats, 
"Will  not  debate  the  question  of  this  straw : 
This  is  the  imposthume  of  much  wealth  and  peace  • 
That  inward  breaks,  and  shows  no  cause  without 
Why  the  man  dies. — I  humbly  thank  you.  Sir. 

Cap.  God  be  wi'  you,  Sir.  [Exit  Captain. 

Sos.  "\Mirt  please  you  go,  my  lord  ? 

Mam.  I  will  be  Avith  you  straight.    Go  a  little  before. 

[Exet'.nt  lios.  and  GXJIL. 
How  all  occasions  do  inform  against  me. 
And  spur  my  dull  revenge  !  What  is  a  man, 
If  his  chief  good,  and  market  *  of  his  time, 
Be  but  to  sleep  and  feed  ?  a  beast,  no  more. 
Sure,  he,  that  made  us  with  such  large  discourse,t 
Looking  before,  and  after,  gave  us  not 
That  capability  and  godlike  reason 
To  fust  +  in  us  unused.    Now,  whether  it  be 
Bestial  oblivion,  or  some  craven  scruple 
Of  thinking  too  precisely  on  the  event, — 
A  thought,  which,  quarter'd,  hath  but  one  part  wisdom, 
And,  ever,  three  parts  coward, — I  do  not  know- 
Why  yet  I  live  to  say,  TMs  thing's  to  do ; 
Sith  I  have  cause,  and  will,  and  strenath,  and  means, 
To  do't.    Examples,  gross  as  earth,  exhort  me : 
Witness,  this  army  of  such  mass,  and  charge. 
Led  by  a  delicate  and  tender  prince  ; 
Whose  spirit  with  divine  ambition  puff'd. 
Makes  mouths  at  the  invisible  event ; 
Exposing  what  is  mortal,  and  unsure. 
To  all  that  fortune,  death,  and  danger,  dare, 
Even  for  an  egg-shell.    Eightly  to  be  great. 
Is,  not  to  stir  A\ithout  great  argument ;  § 
But  greatly  to  find  quarrel  in  a  straw. 
When  honour's  at  the  stake.    How  stand  I  then. 
That  have  a  father  kill'd,  a  mother  stain'd. 
Excitements  of  my  reason  and  my  blood, 
And  let  all  sleep  ?  while,  to  my  shame,  I  see 
The  imminent  death  of  twenty  thousand  men, 
That,  for  a  fantasy,  raid  trick  of  fame. 
Go  to  their  graves  like  beds ;  fight  for  a  plot  j| 
Whereon  the  numbers  cannot  try  the  cause 
Which  is  not  tomb  enough,  and  continent,  ^ 
To  hide  the  slain  ? — O,  from  this  time  forth 
My  thoughts  be  bloody,  or  ])e  nothing  worth  !  [E.rit. 

SCJSXJE  V. — Elsinore.    A  Room  in  the  Castle. 

jEnier  Queen  and  HoHATio. 

Queen.  1  will  not  speak  with  her. 

*  Tliat  for  which  he  sells.  t  Power  of  comprehension. 

t  Grow  mouldy.  §  Cause.  1|   Piece. 

^  Capable  of  contaming. 
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Sor.  She  is  importunate ;  indeed,  distract ; 
Her  mood  will  needs  bo  pitied. 

Queen.  AVhat  would  she  liave  ? 

Hor.  She  speaks  much  of  her  father ;  says  she  hears, 
There's  tricks  i'  the  world ;  and  hems,  and  beats  her  heart  • 
Spurns  enviously  *  at  straws  ;  speaks  things  in  doubt. 
That  carry  but  half  sense  :  her  speech  is  nothing, 
Yet  the  unshaped  use  of  it  doth  move 
The  hearers  to  collection ;  they  aim  at  it,  t 
And  botch  the  words  up  fit  to  their  own  thoughts  ; 
Which,  as  her  winks,  and  nods,  and  gestures  yield  them. 
Indeed  would  make  one  think,  there  might  be  thought, 
Though  nothing  sure,  yet  much  unhappily. 

Queen.  'Twere  good,  she  Mere  .spoken  with ;  for  she  may  strew 
Dangerous  conjectures  in  ill-breeding  minds  : 
Let  her  come  in.  [_i:.vif  Hohatio. 

To  ray  sick  soul,  as  sin's  true  nature  is. 
Each  toy  X  seems  prologue  to  some  great  amiss :  § 
So  full  of  heartless  jealousy  is  guilt, 
It  spills  itself  in  fearing  to  be  spilt. 

Ee-enter  HoRATIO  with  OPHELIA. 

OpTi.  "Where  is  the  beauteous  majesty  of  Denmark  ? 
Queen.  How  now,  Ophelia  ? 
Oph.  How  slioidd  I  your  true  love  know 
From  another  one  I 
Bi/  his  cockle  hat  and  staff, 
And  his  sandal  shoon  ?  [Singing. 

Queen.  Alas,  sweet  lady,  what  imports  tliis  song  ? 
Oph.  Say  you  ?  nay,  i^ray  yon,  mark. 

He  is  dead  and  gone,  ladij,  \  Sin^s, 

He  is  dead  and  gone  ; 
At  his  head  a  grass-green  turf. 
At  his  heels  a  stone. 
O,  ho  ! 

Queen.  Nay,  but  Ophelia, 

Oph.  Pray  you,  mark. 

White  his  shroud  as  the  mountain  snow,  [Sings. 

Unter  KlXG. 
Queen.  Alas,  look  here,  my  lord 
Oph.  Larded  all  icifh  .iweet  flowers ; 

Which  hewept  to  the  grave  did  go. 
With  true-love  showers. 
King.  How  do  yon,  pretty  lady  ? 

Oph.  "Well,  God'icld  i|  you  !    They  say,  the  owl  was  a  baker's 
daughter.    Lord,  wo  know  what  we  are,  but  know  not  ^hat  wq 
may  be.     God  be  at  your  table  ! 
King.  Conceit  upon  her  father. 

*  Spitefully.  t  Guess.  :  TriEe. 

5  Misfortune.  II  Reward. 
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Oph.  Pray,  let  us  have  no  words  of  this ;  but,  when  they  ask 
you  what  it  means,  say  you  this : — 

Good  morroio,  'tis  Saint  T'alentine's  day. 

All  in  the  morning  hetime. 
And  I  a  maid  at  yoiir  tcindou; 

To  be  your  Valentine  : 
Then  up  he  rose,  and  donn'd  his  clothes. 

And  dupp'd*  the  chamber  door ; 
Let  in  the  maid,  that  out  a  maid 
Never  departed  more. 
King.  Pretty  Ophelia ! 

Oph.  Indeed,  without  an  oath,  I'll  make  an  end  on't : 
By  Gis,  and  hy  Saint  Charity, 

Alack,  and  fie  for  shame  ! 
Young  meji  icill  do't,  if  they  come  to't ; 

Hy  cock,  they  are  to  blame. 
Quoth  she,  before  you  tumbled  me. 

You  promised  me  to  v:ed  ; 
"  So  icoiild  I  ha!  done,  by  yonder  sun, 
Ail  thou  hadst  not  come  to  my  bed'' 
King.  How  long  hath  she  been  thus  ? 

Oph.  I  hope,  all  will  be  well.  "We  must  be  patient :  but  I  can- 
not choose  but  weep,  to  think  they  should  lay  him  i'  the  cold 
ground :  My  brother  shall  know  of  it,  and  so  I  thank  you  for 
your  good  counsel.  Come,  my  coach  !  Good  night,  ladies ;  good 
night,  sweet  ladies :  good  night,  good  night.  [i j(Y. 

King.  Pollow  her  close  :  give  her  good  watch,  I  pray  you. 

\]£xit  IIORATIO. 
O  !  this  is  the  poison  of  deep  grief;  it  springs 
All  from  her  father's  death  :  And  now  behold, 
O  Gertrude,  Gertrude, 

"When  sorrows  come,  they  come  not  single  spies. 
But  in  battalions !  First,  her  father  slain  ; 
Next,  your  son  gone  :  and  he  most  violent  author 
Of  his  own  just  remove :  The  people  muddied. 
Thick  and  unwholesome  in  their  thoughts  and  whispers, 
For  good  Polonius'  death ;  and  we  have  done  but  greenly,t 
In  hugger-mugger  to  inter  him :  Poor  Ophelia 
Divided  from  herself,  and  her  fair  judgment ; 
"Without  the  which  we  are  pictures,  or  mere  beasts. 
Last,  and  as  much  containing  as  all  these, 
Her  brother  is  in  secret  come  from  France : 
Feeds  on  his  wonder,  keeps  himself  in  clouds. 
And  wants  not  buzzers  to  infect  his  ear 
"With  pestilent  speeches  of  his  father's  death ; 
Wherein  necessity,  of  matter  beggar'd. 
Will  nothing  stick  our  person  to  arraign 
In  ear  and  ear.    O  my  dear  Gertrude,  this, 
Like  to  a  murdering  piece,  X  in  many  places 
Gives  me  superfluous  death  !  {_A  noise  idthin. 

*  Do  up.  t  Without  judgment.  t  Small  ship  cannon. 
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Queen.  Alack !  what  noise  is  this  ? 

i:7iter  a  Gentlejiak. 

"King.  Attend. 
Where  are  my  Switzers  ?  Let  them  guard  the  door : 
What  is  the  matter  ? 

Gent.  Save  yourself,  my  lord ; 
The  ocean,  overpeering  of  his  list,* 
Eats  not  the  flats  with  more  impetuous  haste, 
Than  young  Laertes,  in  a  riotous  head, 
O'erbcars  your  officers  !  The  rabble  call  him,  lorA  ; 
And,  as  the  Avorld  were  now  but  to  begin. 
Antiquity  forgot,  custom  not  kuoi\"n. 
The  ratifiers  and  props  of  every  word. 
They  cry.  Choose  ice ;  Laertes  shall  he  king  ! 
Caps,  hands,  and  tongues,  applaud  it  to  the  clouds, 
Laertes  shall  he  king,  Laertes  king  ! 

Queen.  How  cheerfully  on  the  false  trail  they  cry  ! 
O,  this  is  counter,  f  you  false  Danish  dogs. 

King.  The  doors  are  broke.  \_Noise  tcllhin. 

LnterJjKEUI^S,  armed;  DXS'ES  following. 

Laer.  Where  is  this  king  ? — Sirs,  stand  you  all  without. 

Dan.  No,  let's  come  in. 

Laer.  Ijoray  you  give  me  leave. 

Dan.  "\A  e  will,  we  will.  \jrhe\j  retire  ^vithout  the  door. 

Laer.  I  thank  you : — keep  the  door. — O  thou  vile  king. 
Give  me  my  father. 

Queen.  Calmly,  good  Laertes. 

Laer.  That  drop  of  blood,  that's  calm,  proclaims  me  bastard  ; 
Cries,  cuckold,  to  my  father  ;  brands  the  harlot 
Even  here,  between  the  chaste  unsmirch'd  %  brow 
Of  my  true  mother. 

King.  What  is  the  cause,  Laertes, 
That  thy  rebellion  looks  so  giant-like  ? — 
Let  him  go,  Gertrude ;  do  not  fear  our  person ; 
There's  such  divinity  doth  hedge  a  king, 
That  treason  can  but  peep  to  what  it  would, 
Acts  little  of  his  will. — Tell  me,  Laertes, 
Why  thou  art  thus  incensed  ; — Let  him  go,  Gertrude  ;— 
Speak,  man. 

Laer.  "\Aliere  is  my  father  ? 

King.  Dead. 

Queen.  But  not  by  him. 

King.  Let  him  demand  his  fill. 

Laer.  How  came  he  dead  ?  I'll  not  be  juggled  with  : 
To  hell,  allegiance !  vows,  to  the  blackest  devil ! 
Conscience,  and  grace,  to  the  profoundest  pit ! 
I  dare  damnation :  To  this  point  I  stand, — 
That  both  the  worlds  I  give  to  negligence, 
*  Bounds. 

t  Hounds  run  counter  when  they  trace  tlie  soe:it  back\vard.s. 
t  Clean,  undefiled. 
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Let  come  what  comes ;  only  I'll  be  revenged 
Most  thoroughly  for  my  father. 

King.  Who  shall  stay  you  ? 

Laer.  5Iy  will,  not  all  the  world's ; 
And,  for  my  means,  I'll  husband  them  so  well, 
They  shall  go  far  Avith  little. 

King.  Good  Laertes, 
If  you  desire  to  know  the  certainty 
Of  your  dear  father's  death,  is't  yvxit  in  your  revenge, 
That,  sweepstake,  you  will  draw  both  fnend  and  foe, 
"Winner  and  loser  ? 

Laer.  None  but  his  enemies. 

King.  Will  you  know  them  then  ? 

Laer.  To  his  good  friends  thus  wide  I'll  ope  my  arms ; 
And,  like  the  kind  life-rend'ring  i)elican, 
Eepast  them  with  my  blood. 

King.  Why,  now  you  speak 
Like  a  good  chUd,  and  a  true  gentleman. 
That  I  am  guiltless  of  your  father's  death. 
And  am  most  sensibly  in  grief  for  it. 
It  shall  as  level  to  your  judgment  'pear,  * 
As  day  does  to  your  eye. 

Danes,  [withinl.  Let  her  come  in. 

Laer.  How  now  !  what  noise  is  that  ? 
Lnter  OPHELIA,  fantastically  dressed  with  Straws  and  Floicers. 
O  heat,  dry  up  my  brains  I  tears  seven  times  salt, 
Burn  out  the  sense  and  virtue  of  mine  eye  ! — 
By  heaven,  thy  madness  shall  be  paid  with  weight, 
Till  our  scale  turn  the  beam.    O  rose  of  May  ! 
Dear  maid,  kind  sister,  sweet  Ophelia  ! 
O  heavens  !  is't  possible,  a  young  maid's  wits 
Should  be  as  mortal  as  an  old  man's  fife  ? 
Nature  is  fine  f  in  love  j  and,  where  'tis  fine. 
It  sends  some  precious  instance  of  itself 
After  the  thing  it  loves. 

Oph.  Thej/  lore  Jam  larefaced on  the  bier; 
Iley  no  nonny,  nonni/  hey  nonny  : 
And  in  his  grave  rain'd  many  a  tear ; — 
Fare  you  well,  my  dove  ! 

Laer.  Hadst  thou  thy  ^vits,  and  didst  persuade  revenge. 
It  could  not  move  thus. 

Oph.  You  must  sing,  Doicn-a-down,  an  you  call  him,  a-dovn-a. 
O,  how  the  wheel  J  becomes  it !  It  is  the  false  steward,  that  stole 
his  master's  daughter. 

Laer.  This  nothing's  more  than  matter. 

Oph.  There's  rosemary,  that's  for  remembrance ;  prr.y  you, 
love,  remember :  and  there  is  pansies,  that's  for  thoughts. 

Laer.  A  doctiment  in  madness:  thoughts  and  remembrance 
fitted. 

Oph.  There's  fennel  for  you,  and  columbines: — there's  rue  for 

*  Appear.  t  Artful.  t  The  burden. 
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you ;  and  here's  some  for  me : — ve  may  call  it,  herb  of  grace 
o'  Sundays : — you  may  wear  your  rue  ^^•ith  a  diiference* — There's 
a  daisy : — I  would  give  you  some  violets  ;  but  they  wither'd  all, 

when  my  father  died : — They  say  he  made  a  good  end, 

For  honnij  sweet  Robin  is  all  my  joy.  [Sings. 

Laer.  Thoughtf  and  affliction,  passion,  hell  itself, 
She  turns  to  favour,  and  to  prettiness. 

Oph.  And  tvill  he  not  come  again  1  [Sings. 

And  ivill  he  not  come  again  1 
iVb,  no,  he  is  dead. 
Go  to  thy  death-led. 
He  never  ivill  come  again. 
His  heard  teas  as  white  as  snow, 
All  flaxen  was  his  poll : 
He  is  gone,  he  is  gone, 
And  we  cast  away  moan, 
God  'a  mercy  on  his  soul  ! 
And  of  all  Christian  souls  !  I  pray  God.    God  be  wi'  you  ! 

[Exit  Ophelia. 
Laer.  Do  you  see  this,  O  God  ? 
King.  Laertes,  I  must  commune  with  your  grief, 
Or  you  deny  me  right.    Go  but  apart. 
Make  choice  of  whom  your  wisest  friends  you  will. 
And  they  shall  hear  and  judge  'twixt  you  and  me  : 
If  by  direct  or  by  collateral  hand 
They  find  us  touch'd,  we  will  our  kingdom  give. 
Our  crown,  our  life,  and  all  that  we  call  ours, 
To  you  in  satisfaction  :  but,  if  not, 
Be  you  content  to  lend  your  patience  to  us. 
And  we  shall  jointly  labour  with  your  soul 
To  give  it  due  content. 
Laer.  Let  this  be  so ; 
His  means  of  death,  his  obscure  funeral, — 
No  trophy,  sword,  nor  hatchment,  o'er  his  bones, 
No  noble  right,  nor  formal  ostentation, — 
Cry  to  be  heard,  as  'twere  from  heaven  to  earth, 
That  I  must  call't  in  question. 

King.  So  you  shall ; 
And  where  the  offence  is,  let  the  great  axe  fall. 
I  pray  you,  go  with  me.  [Exeunt, 

SCEXJE  VI. — Another  Room  in  the  same. 
Enter  HOEATIO,  and  a  Seeyaxt. 
Hor.  "VA'hat  are  they,  that  would  speak  with  me  ? 
Serv.  Sailors,  Sir ; 
They  say,  they  have  letters  for  you. 

itor.  Let  them  come  in.  [Exit  Seuvant 

I  do  not  know  from  what  jiart  of  the  world 
I  should  be  greeted,  if  not  irom  lord  Hamlet. 

*  I.  e.  by  its  Sunday  name,  "  herb  of  grrace;"  mine  is  merely  rue,  i.  e. 
sorrow.  t  Melancholy. 
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Enter  Sailoes. 

1  Sail.  God  bless  you,  Sir. 

Hor.  Let  him  bless  thee  too. 

1  Sail.  He  shall,  Sir,  an't  please  liini.  There's  a  letter  for  you. 
Sir ;  it  comes  from  the  ambassador  that  was  bound  for  England ; 
if  your  name  be  Horatio,  as  I  am  let  to  know  it  is. 

Hor.  [reads],  Horatio,  ivlien  thou  shall  have  overlooked  this, 
give  these  fellows  some  means  to  the  king ;  thexj  have  letters  for 
him.  JEre  we  ivere  two  days  old  at  sea,  a  pirate  of  very  loarlike 
appointment  gave  us  chase.  Finding  ourselves  too  slow  of  sail, 
loe  put  on  a  compelled  valour ;  and  in  the  grapple  I  hoarded 
them:  on  the  instant,  they  got  clear  of  our  ship ;  so  I  alone 
became  their  prisoner.  They  have  dealt  with  me,  like  thieves  of 
mercy ;  but  they  knew  lohat  they  did ;  I  am  to  do  a  good  turn  for 
them.  Let  the  king  have  the  letters  I  have  sent ;  and  repair  thou 
to  me  ivith  as  much  haste  as  thou  wouldst  fly  death.  I  have 
icords  to  speak  in  thine  ear,  tvill  make  thee  dumb  ;  yet  are  they 
much  too  light  for  the  bo7-e  of  the  matter.  These  good  fellous 
will  bring  thee  lohere  I  am.  Ilosencrantz  and  Guildenstern  hold 
their  course  for  England  :  of  them  I  have  much  to  tell  thee. 
Faretvell.  He  that  thou  knowest  thine,  Hamlet. 

Come,  I  will  give  you  way  for  these  your  letters ; 
And  do't  the  speedier,  that  you  may  direct  me 
To  him  from  whom  you  brought  them.  [Exeunt. 

SCENE  VII. — Another  Room  in  the  same. 

Enter  King  and  Laertes. 

King.  Now  must  your  conscience  my  acquittance  seal, 
And  you  must  put  me  in  your  heart  for  friend ; 
Sitli  you  have  heard,  and  with  a  knowing  ear. 
That  he,  which  hath  your  noble  father  slain, 
Pursuea  my  life. 

Laer.  It  well  appears  : — But  tell  me, 
"Why  you  proceeded  not  against  these  feats, 
So  crimeful  and  so  capital  in  nature. 
As  by  your  safety,  greatness,  wisdom,  all  things  else. 
You  mainly  were  stirr'd  up. 

King.  O,  for  two  special  reasons ; 
Which  may  to  you,  perhaps,  seem  much  unsinew'd,* 
But  yet  to  me  they  are  strong.    The  queen  his  mother, 
Lives  almost  by  his  looks ;  and  for  myself 
(My  virtue,  or  my  plague,  be  it  either  which), 
She  is  so  conjunctive  to  my  life  and  soul. 
That,  as  the  star  moves  not  but  in  his  sphere, 
I  could  not  but  by  her.    The  other  motive, 
Why  to  a  public  count  I  might  not  go, 
Is,  the  great  love  the  general  genderf  bear  him : 
Who,  dipping  all  his  faults  in  their  affection, 
Work  like  the  spring  that  turneth  wood  to  stone, 
Converts  his  gyves  to  graces ;  so  that  my  arrows. 
Too  slightly  timber'd  for  so  loud  a  Avind, 

*  Deprived  of  strength.  +  Common  people. 
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"Would  have  reverted  to  my  bow  again, 
And  not  ^yhere  I  bad  aim'd  tbem. 

Laer.  And  so  bave  I  a  noble  fatber  lost ; 
A  sister  driven  into  desperate  terms ; 
Whose  •worth,  if  praises  may  go  back  again, 
Stood  challenger  on  mount  of  all  the  age 
For  her  perfections  : — But  my  revenge  will  come. 

King.  Break  not  your  sleeps  for  that :  you  must  not  think. 
That  we  are  made  of  stuff  so  flat  and  dull, 
That  we  can  let  our  beard  be  shook  with  danger. 
And  think  it  pastime.    You  shortly  shall  hear  more  : 
I  loved  your  lather,  and  we  love  ourself ; 
And  that,  I  hope,  will  teach  you  to  imagine, — 
How  now  ?  what  news  ? 

Unter  a  Messexgee. 

3Iess.  Letters,  my  lord,  from  Hamlet : 
This  to  your  maiesty  ;  this  to  the  queen. 

King.  From  Hamlet !  who  brought  them  ? 

Mess.  Sailors,  my  lord,  they  say :  I  saw  them  not : 
They  were  given  me  by  Claudio,  he  received  them 
Of  him  that  brought  them. 

King.  Laertes,  you  shall  hear  them : — 
Leave  us.  [Kxit  Messexger. 

[Heads.]  High  and  migJity,  you  shall  Jcnow,  I  am  set  nalced  on 
your  kingdom.  To-morrow  shall  I  beg  leave  to  see  your  kingly 
eyes:  zfhen  I  shall,  first  asking  yonr  pardon  thereunto,  recount 
the  occasion  of  my  sudden  and  more  strange  return. 

Hamlet. 
What  should  this  mean  !    Are  all  the  rest  come  back  ? 
Or  is  it  some  abuse,  and  no  such  thing  ? 

Laer.  Know  you  the  hand  ? 

King.  'Tis  Hamlet's  character.    HaJced, — 
And  in  a  postscript  here,  he  says,  alone : 
Can  you  advise  me  ? 

Laer.  I  am  lost  in  it,  my  lord.    But  let  him  come  ; 
It  warms  the  very  sickness  in  my  heart. 
That  I  shall  live  and  tell  him  to  his  teeth, 
Thtis  diddest  thou. 

King.  If  it  be  so,  Laertes, 
As  how  should  it  be  so  ?  how  otherwise  ? — 
"Will  you  be  ruled  by  me  ? 

Laer.  Ay,  my  lord  ; 
So  you  will  not  o'errule  me  to  a  peace. 

King.  To  thine  own  peace.    If  he  be  now  returna, — 
As  checking*  at  his  voyage,  and  that  he  means 
No  more  to  undertake  it, — I  will  work  him 
To  an  exploit,  now  ripe  in  my  device. 
Under  the  which  he  shall  not  choose  but  foil : 
And  for  his  death  no  wind  of  blame  shall  breathe  ; 
But  even  his  mother  shall  uncharge  the  practice. 
And  call  it,  accident. 

*  Objecting  to. 
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Laer.  My  lord,  I  will  be  ruled ; 
The  rather,  if  you  could  devise  it  so, 
That  I  might  be  the  organ. 

King.  It  falls  right. 
You  have  been  talk'd  of  since  your  travel  much, 
And  that  in  Hamlet's  hearing,  for  a  quality 
"Wherein,  they  say,  you  shine :  your  sum  of  parts 
Did  not  together  pluck  such  envy  from  him, 
As  did  that  one ;  and  that,  in  my  regard. 
Of  the  unvvorthiest  siege.* 

Laer.  What  part  is  that,  my  lord  ? 

King.  A  very  riband  in  the  cap  of  youth. 
Yet  needful  too ;  for  youth  no  less  becomes 
The  light  and  careless  livery  that  it  wears. 
Than  settled  age  his  sables,  and  his  weeds. 
Importing  health  and  graveness. — Two  months  since, 
Here  w  as  a  gentleman  of  Normandy, — 
I  have  seen  myself,  and  served  against,  the  French, 
And  they  can  well  on  horseback :  but  this  gallant 
Had  witchcraft  in't ;  he  grew  unto  his  seat ; 
And  to  such  Avondrous  doing  brought  his  horse, 
As  he  had  been  incorpsed  and  demi-natured 
'\Mth  the  brave  beast :  so  far  he  topp'd  my  thought. 
That  I,  in  forgery  of  shapes  and  tricks, 
Came  short  of  what  he  did. 

Laer.  A  Korman,  was't  ? 

King.  A  Norman. 

Laer.  Upon  my  life,  Lamord. 

King.  The  very  same. 

Laer.  I  know  him  well,  he  is  the  brooch,+  indeed. 
And  gem  of  all  the  nation. 

King.  He  made  confession  of  you  : 
And  gave  you  such  a  masterly  report, 
For  art  and  exercise  in  your  defence,  + 
And  for  your  rapier  most  especial, 
That  he  cried  out,  'twould  be  a  sight  indeed, 
If  one  could  match  you  :  the  scrimers§  of  their  nation, 
He  swore,  had  neither  motion,  guard,  nor  eye, 
If  you  opposed  them ;  Sir,  this  report  of  his 
Did  Hamlet  so  envenom  with  his  envy, 
That  he  could  nothing  do,  but  wish  and  beg 
Your  sudden  coming  o'er,  to  play  with  you. 
Now,  out  of  this, 

Laer.  What  out  of  this,  my  lord  ? 

King.  Laertes,  was  your  father  dear  to  you  ? 
Or  are  you  like  the  painting  of  a  sorrow, 
A  face  without  a  heart  ? 

Laer.  Why  ask  you  this? 

King.  Not  that  I  think,  you  did  not  love  your  father; 
Eut  that  I  know,  love  is  begun  by  time ; 
And  that  I  see,  in  passages  of  proof, (S 

*  Place.  t  Ornament.  t  Fencing. 

(j  Fencers.  II  DaUy  experience. 
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Time  qualifies  the  spark  and  fire  of  it. 

There  lives  within  the  very  flame  of  love 

A  kind  of  wick,  or  snuff,  that  m\\  abate  it ; 

And  nothing  is  at  a  like  goodness  still ; 

For  goodness,  growing  to  a  pleurisy,* 

n)ies  in  his  own  too-much :  That  we  would  do, 

"VVe  should  do  when  we  would ;  for  this  would  changes. 

And  hath  abatements  and  delays  as  many. 

As  there  are  tongues,  are  hands,  are  accidents ; 

And  then  this  should  is  like  a  spendthrift  sigh. 

That  hurts  by  easing.    But,  to  the  quick  o'  the  ulcer  : 

Hamlet  comes  back  ;  What  would  you  undertake, 

To  show  yourself  in  deed  your  father's  son 

More  than  in  words  ? 

Zaer.  To  cut  his  throat  i'  the  church. 

King.  No  place,  indeed,  should  murder  sanctuarize ; 
Eevenge  should  have  no  bounds.    But,  good  Laertes, 
AVill  do  you  this,  keep  close  within  your  chamber : 
Hamlet,  return'd,  shall  know  you  are  come  home  : 
We'll  put  on  those  that  praise  your  excellence. 
And  set  a  double  varnish  on  the  fame 
The  Frenchman  gave  you ;  bring  you,  in  fine,  together. 
And  wager  o'er  your  heads :  he,  being  remiss. 
Most  generous,  and  free  from  all  contriving, 
Will  not  peruse  the  foils ;  so  that,  with  ease. 
Or  with  a  little  shuflling,  you  may  choose 
A  sword  unbated.t  and,  in  a  pass  of  practice,  J 
Kequite  him  for  your  father. 

Zaer.  I  will  do't : 
And,  for  the  purj^ose,  I'll  anoint  my  sword. 
I  bought  an  unction  of  a  mountebank, 
So  mortal,  that  but  dip  a  knife  in  it. 
Where  it  draws  blood  no  cataplasm  so  rare. 
Collected  from  all  simples  that  have  virtue 
Under  the  moon,  can  save  the  thing  from  death, 
That  is  but  scratch'd  withal :  I'll  touch  my  point 
With  this  contagion ;  that,  if  I  gall  him  slightly. 
It  may  be  death. 

King.  Let's  further  think  of  this  ; 
Weigh,  what  convenience,  both  of  time  and  means, 
May  fit  us  to  our  shape :  if  this  should  fail. 
And  that  our  drift  look  througli  our  bad  performance, 
'Tvvere  better  not  assay'd ;  therefore  this  project 
Should  have  a  back,  or  second,  that  might  hold. 
If  this  should  blast  in  proof.  §     Soft ; — let  me  sec  :— 
We'll  make  a  solemn  wager  on  your  cunnings,  Ij — 
Iha't: 

When  in  your  motion  you  are  hot  and  dry 
(As  make  your  bouts  more  violent  to  that  end), 
And  that  he  calls  for  drink,  I'll  have  prefer r'd'j  him 

*  Overplus,  superabundance.  f  ^>'"t  blunted  as  foils  are. 

t  Exercise,  ^  Burst  in  proving'. 

II  Skill.  •]  Presented. 
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A  chalice  for  the  nonce  ;*  whereon  but  sipping, 

If  he  by  chance  escape  your  venom'd  stuck.f 

Our  purpose  may  hold  there.    Eut  stay,  what  noise  ? 

i:nter  QuEEN. 
How  now,  sweet  queen  ? 

Queen.  One  woe  doth  tread  upon  another's  beel, 
So  fast  they  follow: — Your  sister's  drown'd,  Laertes. 

Zaer.  Drown'd!  O,  where? 

Queen.  There  is  a  willow  grows  askaunt  the  brook, 
That  shows  his  hoar  leaves  in  the  glassy  stream ; 
Therewith  fantastic  garlands  did  she  make 
Of  crow-flowers,  nettles,  daisies,  and  long  purples. 
That  liberal]:  shepherds  give  a  grosser  name, 
But  our  cold  maids  do  dead  men's  fingers  call  them : 
There  on  the  pendent  boughs  her  coronet  weeds 
Clambering  to  hang,  an  envious  sliver  broke ; 
When  down  her  weedy  trophies,  and  herself. 
Fell  in  the  weeping  brook.    Her  clothes  spread  wide  ; 
And  mermaid-like,  awhile  they  tore  her  up  : 
^Vliich  time,  she  chanted  snatches  of  old  tunes ; 
As  one  incapable  §  of  her  own  distress. 
Or  like  a  creature  native  and  indued 
Unto  that  element :  but  long  it  could  not  be. 
Till  that  her  garments,  heavy  with  their  drink, 
Pull'd  the  poor  wretch  from  her  melodious  lay 
To  muddy  death. 

Laer.  Alas  then,  she  is  drown'd  ? 

Queen.  Drown'd,  drown'd. 

Laer.  Too  much  of  water  hast  thou,  poor  Ophelia, 
And  therefore  I  forbid  my  tears :  But  yet 
It  is  our  trick ;  nature  her  custom  holds, 
Let  shame  say  what  it  will :  when  these  are  gone, 
The  woman  ^vill  be  out.  i] — Adieu,  my  lord  ! 
I  have  a  speech  of  fire,  that  fain  would  blaze, 
But  that  this  folly  drowns  it.  [Exit. 

King.  Let 's  follow,  Gertrude :  ♦ 

How  much  I  had  to  do  to  calm  his  rage  ! 
Now  fear  I,  this  will  give  it  start  again ; 
Therefore,  let's  follow.  [Exeunt. 


ACT  V. 

SCEXi:  I.— A  Church-Yard. 
Enter  Two  CloWXS,  u-ith  Spades,  S^c. 

1  Clo.  Is  she  to  be  buried  in  Christian  burial,  that  wilfully 
seeks  her  own  salvation  ? 

2  Clo.  I  tell  thee,  she  is  ;  therefore  make  her  grave  straight :% 
the  cro\vner  hath  set  on  her,  and  finds  it  Christian  burial. 

*  A  cup  for  the  purpose.  t  Thrust.  J  Gross. 

k  Insensible.  I  Tears  wDl  flow.  ^  Immediately. 
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1  Clo.  How  can  that  be,  unless  she  drowned  herself  in  her  own 
defence  ? 

2  Clo.  Why,  'tis  found  so. 

1  Clo.'li  must  be  se  offendendo ;  it  cannot  bo  else.  For  here 
lies  the  point :  If  I  drown  myself  wittingly,  it  argues  an  act :  and 
an  act  hath  three  branches;  it  is,  to  act,  to  do,  and  to  perform  : 
arptal,  she  dro^med  herself  wittingly. 

2  Clo.  Nay,  but  hear  you,  goodman  delver. 

1  Clo.  Give  me  leave.  Here  lies  the  water ;  good  :  hero  stands 
the  man  ;  good :  If  the  man  go  to  this  water,  and  drown  himself, 
it  is,  will  he,  nill  he,  he  goes ;  mark  you  that :  but  if  the  water 
come  to  him,  and  drown  nim,  he  drowns  not  himself:  argal,  he, 
that  is  not  guilty  of  his  own  death,  shortens  not  his  own  life. 

2  Clo.  But  is  this  law? 

1  Clo.  Ay,  marry  is't ;  crowner's-quest  law. 

2  Clo.  "\Vill  you  ha'  the  truth  ou't  ?  If  this  had  not  been  a 
gentlewoman,  she  should  have  been  buried  out  of  Christian 
burial. 

1  Clo.  Why,  there  thou  say'st :  And  the  more  pity ;  that  great 
folks  shall  have  countenance  in  this  world  to  dro-wn  or  hang 
themselves,  more  than  their  even*  Christian.  Come,  my  spade. 
There  is  no  ancient  gentlemen  but  gardeners,  ditchers,  and 
grave-makers ;  they  hold  up  Adam's  profession. 

2  Clo.  Was  he  a  gentleman  ? 

1  Clo.  He  was  the  first  that  ever  bore  arms. 

2  Clo.  Why,  he  had  none. 

1  Clo.  What,  art  a  heathen  ?  How  dost  thou  understand  tlie 
scripture?  The  scripture  says,  Adam  digged;  Could  he  di?^ 
without  arms  ?  I'll  put  another  question  to  thee :  if  thou  answerest 
me  not  to  the  purpose,  confess  thyself 

2  Clo.  Go  to. 

1  Clo.  What  is  he,  that  builds  stronger  than  either  the  mason, 
the  shipwright,  or  the  carpenter  ? 

2  Clo.  The  gallows-maker;  for  that  frame  out-lives  a  thousand 
tenants. 

1  Clo.  I  like  thy  wit  well,  in  good  faith  ;  the  gallows  does  \vell : 
But  how  does  it  well  ?  it  does  well  to  those  that  do  ill :  now  thou 
dost  ill,  to  say,  the  gallows  is  built  stronger  th:m  the  church; 
argal,  the  gallows  may  do  well  to  thee.    To't  again ;  come. 

2  Clo.  Who  builds  stronger  than  a  mason,  a  shipwright,  or  a 
carpenter  ? 

1  Clo.  Ay,  tell  me  that,  and  unyoke,  f 

2  Clo.  I\Iarrv,  now  I  can  tell. 

1  Clo.  To't. 

2  Clo.  Mass,  I  cannot  tell. 

Enter  Hamlet  and  HoRATiO,  at  a  distance. 
1  Clo.  Cudgel  thy  brains  no  more  about  it ;  for  your  dull  asr. 
will  not  mend  his  pace  with  beating :  and,  when  you  are  asked 
this  question  next,  say,  a  grave-maker  ;  the  houses,  that  he  makes 
last  till  doomsday.  Go,  get  thee  to  Youghan,  and  fetch  me  a 
stoup  of  liquor.  [_Exit  2  Cloav>". 

*  Fellow.  t  Give  over. 
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1  Clown  digs,  and  sings. 
In  youth,  when  I  did  love,  did  love, 

Methought,  it  was  very  sweet, 
To  contract,  O,  the  time,  for,  ah,  my  heliove 

O,  methought,  there  was  nothing  meet. 

Ham.  Has  this  fellow  no  feeling  of  liis  business  ?  he  sings  at 
grave-making. 

Hor.  Custom  hath  made  it  in  liim  a  property  of  easiness. 

Sam.  'Tis  e'en  so :  the  hand  of  little  employment  hath  the 
daintier  sense. 

1  Clo.  But  age,  toith  his  stealing  steps, 
Sath  claid'd  me  in  his  clutch. 
And  hath  shipped  me  into  the  land. 
As  if  I  had  never  been  such. 

[Throws  up  a  Scull. 

Ham.  That  scull  had  a  tongue  in  it,  and  could  sing  once :  How 
the  knave  jowls  it  to  the  ground,  as  if  it  were  Cain's  jaw-bone, 
that  did  the  first  murder  !  This  might  be  the  pate  of  a  politician, 
which  this  ass  now  o'er-reaches ;  one  that  would  circumvent 
God,  might  it  not  ? 

Jlor,  It  might,  my  lord. 

Sam.  Or  of  a  courtier;  which  would  say,  Good-morrow,  siceet 
lord  !  Sow  dost  thou,  good  lord  ?  This  might  be  my  lord  such-a- 
one,  that  praised  my  lord  such-a-one's  horse,  when  he  meant  to 
beg  it ;  might  it  not  ? 

Sor.  Ay.  my  lord. 

Sam.  Why  e'en  so  :  and  now  my  lady  "Worm's ;  chapless,  and 
knocked  about  the  mazzard  Avith  a  sexton's  spade ;  Here's  fine 
revolution,  an  we  had  the  trick  to  see't.  Did  these  bones  cost 
no  more  the  breeding,  but  to  play  at  loggats*  ^ntli  them  ?  mine 
ache  to  think  on't. 

1  Clo.  A  2)icJc-axe.  and  a  spade,  a  spade,  [Sings. 

For  andj  a  shrouding  sheet  : 
0,  a  pit  of  clay  for  to  be  made 
For  such  a  guest  is  meet.       [Throws  up  a  scull. 
Sam.  There's  another :  Why  may  not  that  be  the  scull  of  a 
la\\Ter?  AVhere  be  his  qiiiddits  now,  his  quillets,  t  his  cases,  his 
tenures,  and  his  tricks  ?  why  does  he  suffer  this  rude  knave  now 
to  knock  him  about  the  sconce  -with  a  dirty  shovel,  and  will  not 
tell  him  of  his  action  of  battery  ?  Humph  !  This  fellow  might  be 
in 's  time  a  great  buyer  of  land,  with  his  statutes,  his  recogni- 
zances, his  fines,  his  double  vouchers,  his  recoveries :  Is  this  the 
fine  of  his  fines,  and  the  recovery  of  his  recoveries,  to  have  his 
fine  pate  full  of  fine  dirt  ?  will  his  vouchers  vouch  him  no  more 
of  his  purchases,  and  double  ones  too,  than  the  length  and  breadth 
of  a  pair  of  indentures  ?    The  very  conveyances  of  his  lands  will 
hardly  lie  in  this  box ;  and  must  the  inheritor  himself  have  no 
more?  ha? 
Sor.  Not  a  jot  more,  my  lord. 

*  An  ancient  game  like  quoits.  t  And  also. 

t  Subtilties  and  frivolous  distinctions. 
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Ram.  Is  uot  parchment  made  of  sheep-skins  ? 

Jlor.  Ay,  my  lord,  and  of  calves-skins  too. 

Ham.  They  are  sheep,  and  calves,  which  seek  out  assurance* 
in  that.    I  will  speak  to  this  fellow : — Whose  grave's  this.  Sirrah  ? 

1  Clo.  Mine,  Sir.— 

O,  a  pit  of  clay  for  to  he  made  [Sings. 

For  such  a  guest  is  meet. 

Ham.  I  think  it  he  thine,  indeed;  for  thou  liest  in't. 

1  Clo.  You  lie  out  on't,  Sir,  and  therefore  it  is  not  yours : 
for  my  part,  I  do  not  lie  in't,  yet  it  is  mine. 

Ham.  Thou  dost  lie  in't,  to  he  in't,  and  say  it  is  thine  :  'tis  for 
the  dead,  not  for  the  quick ;  therefore  thou  liest. 

1  Clo.  'Tis  a  quick  lie,  Sir ;  'twill  away  again,  from  me  to  you. 

Ham.  What  man  dost  thou  dig  it  for  ? 

1  Clo.  Tor  no  man,  Sir. 

Ham.  What  woman,  then  ? 

1  Clo.  For  none  neither. 

Ham.  Who  is  to  be  buried  in't  ? 

1  Clo.  One  that  was  a  woman,  Sir ;  hut,  rest  her  soul,  she's  dead. 

Ham.  How  absolute  the  knave  is  !  we  must  speak  by  the  card,  t 
or  equivocation  will  undo  us.  By  the  Lord,  Horatio,  these 
three  years  I  have  taken  note  of  it ;  the  age  is  grown  so  picked,  X 
that  the  toe  of  the  peasant  comes  so  near  the  heel  of  the  courtier, 
he  galls  his  kibe.    How  long  ha.st  thou  been  a  grave-maker  ? 

1  Clo.  Of  all  the  days  i'  the  year,  I  came  to't  that  day  thtit  our 
last  king  Hamlet  overcame  Fortinbras. 

Ham.  How  long's  that  since  ? 

1  Clo.  Cannot  you  tell  that  ?  every  fool  can  tell  that :  It  was 
that  very  day  that  young  Hamlet  was  born :  he  that  is  mad,  and 
sent  into  England. 

Ham.  Ay,  marry,  why  was  he  sent  into  England  ? 

1  Clo.  Why,  because  he  was  mad :  he  shall  recover  his  \\  its 
there ;  or,  if  he  do  not,  'tis  no  great  matter  there. 

Ham.  Why? 

1  Clo.  'Twill  not  be  seen  in  him  there ;  there  the  men  are  as 
mad  as  he. 

Ham.  How  came  he  mad  ? 

1  Clo.  Very  strangely,  they  say. 

Ham.  How  strangely  ? 

1  Clo.  'Faith,  e'en  with  losing  his  wits. 

Ham.  Upon  what  frround  ? 

1  Clo.  Why,  here  in  Denmark ;  I  have  been  sexton  hero,  man 
aud  bo}-,  thirty  years. 

Ham.  How  long  will  a  man  lie  i'the  earth  ere  he  rot 

1  Clo.  'Faith,  if  he  be  not  rotten  before  he  die  (as  \ve  have 
many  pocky  corses  now-a-days,  that  will  scarce  hold  the  laying: 
in),  he  will  last  you  some  eight  year,  or  nine  year ;  a  tanner  will 
last  you  nine  year. 

Ham.  Why  he  more  than  another  ? 

1  Clo.  Why,  Sir,  his  hide  is  so  tanned  ^vith  his  trade,  that  lie 
will  keep  out  water  a  great  while ;  and  your  water  is  a  sore 

*  Assurances  are  deeds.  t  Chart.  :  Affected. 
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decayor  of  your  ■nhorcson  dead  body.    Here's  a  scull  no'iv  hath 
lain  yon  i'  the  earth  three-and-twenty  years. 

Ham.  "Whose  was  it  ? 

1  Clo.  A  whoreson  mad  fellow's  it  was  ; 
"Whose  do  you  think  it  was  ? 

Kam.  Nay,  I  know  not. 

1  Clo.  A  pestilence  on  him  for  a  mad  rogue !  he  poured  a 
flagon  of  Rhenish  on  my  head  once.  This  same  scull,  Sir,  was 
Yorick's  scull,  the  king's  jest«r. 

Jlam.  This  ?  {_Tal-es  the  slctdL 

1  Clo.  E'en  that. 

Ham.  Alas  !  poor  Yorick  ! — I  knew  him,  Horatio ;  a  fellow 
of  infinite  jest,  of  most  excellent  fancy  :  he  hath  borne  me  on  his 
back  a  thousand  times ;  and  now,  how  abhorred  in  my  imagina- 
tion it  is  !  my  gorge  rises  at  it.  Here  hung  those  lips,  that  I  nave 
kissed  I  know  not  how  oft.  '\There  be  your  gibes  now?  your 
gambols  ?  your  songs  ?  your  flashes  of  merriment,  that  were 
wont  to  set  the  table  on  a  roar  ?  Not  one  now,  to  mock  your 
own  grinning  ?  quite  chap-fallen  ?  Now  get  you  to  my  lady's 
chamber,  and  tell  her,  let  her  paint  an  inch  thick,  to  this  favour* 
she  must  come;  make  her  laugh  at  that. — Pr'ythee,  Horatio, 
tell  me  one  thing. 

Ilor.  "What's  that,  my  lord  ? 

Ham.  Dost  thou  think,  Alexander  looked  o'  this  fashion  i'  the 
earth  ? 

Hor.  E'en  so. 

Ham.  And  smelt  so  ?  pah !  {^Throxvs  dotvn  the  scnU. 

Hor.  E'en  so,  my  lord. 

Ham.  To  what  base  uses  we  may  return,  Horatio !  "NMiy  may 
not  imagination  trace  the  noble  dust  of  Alexander,  till  he  find  it 
stopping  a  bunghole  ? 

Hor.  'Twere  to  consider  too  curiously-  to  consider  so. 

Ham.  No,  faith,  not  a  jot;  but  to  follow  him  thither  with 
modesty  enough,  and  likelihood  to  lead  it :  As  thus  ;  Alexander 
died,  Alexander  was  buried,  Alexander  returneth  to  dust ;  the 
dust  is  earth ;  of  earth  we  make  loam  :  And  why  of  that  loam, 
^vhereto  he  was  converted,  might  they  not  stop  a  beer-barrel  ? 
Imperioust  Caesar,  dead,  and  tuni'd  to  clay, 
Might  stop  a  hole  to  keep  the  wind  away : 
O,  that  the  earth,  which  kept  the  \yorld  in  awe, 
Should  patch  a  wall  to  expel  the  winter's  flaw  '.J 
Eut  soft !  but  soft !  aside  : — Here  comes  the  king, 

Hitter  Priests,  S^'c,  in  procession;  the  Corpse  of  Opiiei.TA  ; 
Laertes,  and  Mourners  folloicing ;  KlXG,  Qi'EEX,  their 
Trains,  4'c. 

The  queen,  the  courtiers :  "Who  is  this  they  follow  ? 

And  with  such  maimed  rites !  §    This  doth  betoken. 

The  corse,  they  follow,  did  with  desperate  hand 

Fordo :!  its  own  life.    'Twas  of  some  estate :  T 

Cot;ch  we  awhile,  and  mark.  'Retiring  icith  Horatio. 

*  Couiiteiiance,  complexion.  t  Imperial.  J  Elast. 

Ij  Imperfect  obsequies.  !|   Destroy.  \  High  rank. 
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Laer.  What  ceremony  else  ? 

Kam.  That  is  Laertes, 
A  very  nohle  youth  :  Mark. 

Laer.  AVhat  ceremony  else  ? 

1  Friest.  Her  obsequies  have  been  as  far  enlarged 
As  we  have  warranty  :  Her  death  was  doubtful ; 
And,  but  that  great  command  o'ersways  the  order. 
She  should  in  ground  unsanctified  have  lodged. 
Till  the  last  trumpet ;  for  charitable  prayers, 
Shards,*  flints,  and  pebbles,  should  be  thrown  on  her, 
Yet  here  she  is  allow'd  her  virgin  crants,t 
Her  maiden  strewments,  and  the  bringing  home 
Of  bell  and  burial. 

Laer.  Must  there  no  more  be  done  ? 

1  Priest.  No  more  be  done. 
"W'e  should  profane  the  service  of  the  dead, 
To  sing  a  requiem,  and  such  rest  to  her 
As  to  peace-parted  souls. 

Laer.  Lay  her  i'  the  earth  ; — 
And  from  her  fair  and  unpolluted  flesh. 
May  violets  spring  ! — I  tell  thee,  churhsh  priest, 
A  minist'ring  angel  shall  my  sister  be, 
When  thou  liest  howling. 

Sam.  What,  the  fair  Ophelia  ! 

Queen.  Sweets  to  the  sweet :  Farewell !       {^Scattering  flowers. 
I  hoped,  thou  shouldst  have  been  my  Hamlet's  wife ; 
I  thought,  thy  bride-bed  to  have  deck'd,  sweet  maid, 
And  not  have  strew'd  thy  grave. 

Laer.  O  treble  woe 
Fall  ten  times  treble  on  that  cursed  head, 
Whose  wicked  deed  thy  most  ingenious  sense 
Deprived  thee  of ! — Hold  off  the  earth  awhile, 
TDl  I  have  caught  her  once  more  in  mine  arms : 

[ieajja  into  the  grave. 
Now  pile  your  dust  upon  the  quick  and  dead ; 
Till  of  this  flat  a  mountain  you  have  made 
To  o'ertop  old  Pelion,  or  the  skyish  head 
Of  blue  Olympus. 

Ham.  [advancing].  What  is  he,  whose  grief 
Bears  such  an  emphasis  ?  whose  phrase  of  sorrow 
Conjures  the  wand'ring  stars,  and  makes  them  stand 
Like  wonder-Avounded  hearers  ?  this  is  I, 
Hamlet  the  Dane.  [Leaps  into  the  grave, 

Laer.  The  devil  take  thy  soul !  [Grappling  with  Mm. 

Ham.  Thou  pray'st  not  well. 
I  pr'ythee,  take  thy  fingers  from  my  throat ; 
For,  though  I  am  not  splenetive  and  rash. 
Yet  have  1  in  me  something  dangerous, 
Which  let  thy  wisdom  fear :  Hold  off  thy  hand. 

King.  Pluck  them  asunder. 

Queen.  Hamlet,  Hamlet ! 

All.  Gentlemen, 

*  Broken  pots,  or  tiles.  f  Garlands. 
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Hor.  Good  my  lord,  be  quiet. 

\_The  Attendants  'part  them,  and  they  come  out 
of  the  grave. 
JRam.  "Wliy,  T  \rill  fight  with  him  upon  this  theme, 
Until  my  eye-lids  will  no  longer  wag. 

Q,iiee)i.  O  my  son  !  what  theme  ? 

Ham.  I  loved  Ophelia ;  forty  thousand  brothers 
Could  not,  with  all  their  quantity  of  love, 
Make  up  my  sum. — What  wilt  thou  do  for  her  ? 

King.  0,  he  is  mad,  Laertes. 

Queen.  For  love  of  God,  forbear  him. 

Ham.  'Zounds,  show  me  what  thou'lt  do : 
Woul't  weep  ?  woul't  fight  ?  woul't  fast  ?  woul't  tear  thyself? 
"VVoul't  drink  up  Esil  ?*  eat  a  crocodile? 
I'll  do't. — Dost  thou  come  here  to  whine  ? 
To  outface  me  with  leaping  in  her  gi'ave  ? 
Be  buried  quick  with  her,  and  so  will  I : 
And;  if  thou  prate  of  mountains,  let  them  throw 
Millions  of  acres  on  us;  till  our  ground, 
Singeing  his  pate  against  the  burning  zone. 
Make  Ossa  like  a  wart !    Nay,  an  thou'lt  mouth, 
I'll  rant  as  well  as  thou. 

Queen.  This  is  mere  madness : 
And  thus  awhile  the  fit  will  work  on  him ; 
Anon,  as  patient  as  the  female  dove, 
"When  that  her  golden  couplets  are  disclosed,! 
His  silence  will  sit  drooping. 

Ham.  Hear  you.  Sir ; 
What  is  the  reason  that  you  use  me  thus  ? 
I  loved  you  over :  But  it  is  no  matter ; 
Let  Hercules  himself  do  what  he  may, 
The  cat  will  mow,  and  dog  will  have  his  day.  \^Exif. 

King.  I  pray  thee,  good  Horatio,  wait  upon  him. — 

[Exit  Horatio. 
Strengthen  your  patience  in  our  last  night's  speech  ; 

To  Laeetes. 
We'll  put  the  matter  to  the  present  push.— 
Good  Gertrude,  set  some  watch  over  your  son. — 
This  grave  shall  have  a  living  monument : 
An  hour  of  quiet  shortly  shall  we  see  ; 
Till  then,  in  patience  our  proceeding  be.  [Exeun'. 

SCSNJE  II.— A  Hall  in  the  Castle. 

Enter  Hamlet  and  HORATIO. 

Ham.  So  much  for  this.  Sir :  now  shall  you  see  the  other  ; — 
You  do  remember  all  the  circumstance  ? 

Hor.  Remember  it,  my  lord ! 

Ham.  Sir,  in  my  heart  there  was  a  kind  of  fighting. 
That  would  not  let  me  sleep  ;  methought,  I  lay 
Worse  than  the  mutinesj  in  the  bil1x)es.    Easlily, 
And  praised  be  rashness  for  it, — Let  us  know, 

*  The  Wclsel  (Vistula)  river.  t  Hatched.  X  Mutineers. 
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Our  indiscretion  sometimes  serves  us  well, 

When  our  deep  plots  do  pall  :*  and  that  should  teach  as, 

There's  a  divinity  that  shapes  our  ends, 

Bough-hew  them  how  we  will. 

Hor.  That  is  most  certain. 

Ham.  Up  from  my  cabin. 
My  sea-go^Ti  scarf'd  about  me,  in  the  dark 
Groped  I  to  find  out  them :  had  my  desire ; 
Pinger'd  their  packet ;  and,  in  fine,  -s^ithdrew 
To  mine  own  room  again :  making  so  bold, 
My  fears  forgetting  manners,  to  unseal 
Their  grand  commission ;  where  I  found,  Horatio, 
A  royal  knavery ;  an  exact  command, — 
Larded  with  many  several  sorts  of  reasons,  ^ 
Importing  Denmark's  health,  and  England's  too, 
With,  ho  !  such  bugsf  and  goblins  in  my  life, — 
That,  on  the  supervise,  no  leisure  bated. 
No,  not  to  stay  the  grinding  of  the  axe, 
My  head  should  be  struck  off. 

Hor.  Is't  possible  ? 

Ham.  Here's  the  commission ;  read  it  at  more  leisure. 
But  wilt  thou  hear  now  how  I  did  proceed  ? 

Hor.  Ay,  beseech  you. 

Ham.  Being  thus  benetted  round  with  villanies, 
Or+  I  could  make  a  prologue  to  my  brains, 
They  had  begun  the  play ; — I  sat  me  down ; 
Devised  a  new  commission  ;  wrote  it  fair : 
I  once  did  hold  it,  as  our  statists  §  do, 
A  baseness  to  write  fair,  and  labour'd  much 
How  to  forget  that  learning ;  but.  Sir,  now 
It  did  me  yeoman's  service :  Wilt  thou  know 
The  effect  of  what  I  wrote  ? 

Hor.  Ay,  good  my  lord. 

Ham.  An  earnest  conjuration  from  the  king, — 
As  England  was  his  faitnful  tributary ; 
As  love  between  them  like  the  palm  might  flourish ; 
As  peace  should  still  her  wlieaten  garland  wear. 
And  stand  a  comma  'tween  their  amities  ; 
And  many  such  like  as"s  of  great  charge, — 
That,  on  the  view  and  knowing  of  these  contents. 
Without  debatement  further,  more,  or  loss, 
He  should  the  bearers  put  to  sudden  death. 
Not  shriving-time  allow'd. 

Hor.  How  was  this  seal'd  ? 

Ham.  Why,  even  in  that  was  heaven  ordinant ; 
I  had  my  father's  signet  in  my  purse. 
Which  was  the  model  j  of  that  Danish  seal : 
Eolded  the  writ  up  in  form  of  the  other  ; 
Subscribed  it ;  gave't  the  impression  ;  placed  it  safely, 
The  changeling  never  known  :  Now,  the  next  day 
Was  our  sea-fight ;  and  what  to  this  was  sociuent 
Thou  know'st  already. 

*  Fail.  t  Bug-bears.  t  Before.  §  Statemeu.  f  Copy. 
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Hor.  So  Guildenstern  and  Eosencrantz  go  to"t. 

Ham.  Why,  man,  they  did  make  love  to  this  employment ; 
They  are  not  near  my  conscience ;  their  defeat 
Does  by  their  own  insinuation  grow  : 
"Tis  dangerous,  when  the  baser  nature  comes 
13etween  the  pass  and  fell  incensed  points 
Of  mighty  opposites. 

Jlor.  Wliy,  what  a  king  is  this ! 

Ham.  Does  it  not,  think  thee,  stand  me  now  upon  ? 
He  that  hath  kill'd  my  king,  and  whored  my  mother, 
Popp'd  in  between  the  election  and  my  hopes ; 
Thrown  out  his  angle  for  my  proper  life, 
And  with  such  cozenage :  is't  not  perfect  conscience, 
To  quit*  him  with  this  arm  ?  and  is't  not  to  be  damn'd, 
To  let  this  canker  of  our  nature  come 
In  further  evil  ? 

Hor.  It  must  be  shortly  known  to  him  from  England, 
"What  is  the  issue  of  the  business  there. 

Ha77i.  It  will  be  short ;  the  interim  is  mine  ; 
And  a  man's  life  no  more  than  to  say,  one. 
Eut  I  am  very  sorry,  good  Horatio, 
That  to  Laertes  I  forgot  myself ; 
For,  by  the  image  of  my  cause,  I  see 
The  portraiture  of  his :  I'll  court  his  favoui*s  : 
But,  sure,  the  bravery  of  his  grief  did  put  me 
Into  a  towering  passion. 

Hor.  Peace ;  who  comes  here  ? 

JEnter  OSEIC. 

Osr.  Your  lordship  is  right  welcome  back  to  Denmark. 

Ham.  I  humbly  thank  you,  Sir. — Dost  know  this  water-fly  ? 

Hor.  No,  my  good  lord. 

Ham.  Thy  state  is  the  more  gracious ;  for  'tis  a  vice  to  kno^v 
him :  He  hath  much  land,  and  fertile :  let  a  beast  be  lord  of  beasts, 
and  his  crib  shall  stand  at  the  king's  mess :  'Tis  a  chough  ;  but, 
as  I  say,  spacious  in  the  possession  of  dirt. 

Osr.  Sweet  lord,  if  your  lordship  were  at  leisure.  I  should  im- 
part a  thing  to  you  from  his  majesty. 

Ham.  I  will  receive  it.  Sir,  with  all  diligence  of  spirit:  Your 
bonnet  to  its  right  use  ;  'tis  for  the  head. 

Osr.  I  thank  your  lordship,  'tis  very  hot. 

Ham.  No,  believe  me,  'tis  very  cold ;  the  wind  is  northerly. 

Osr.  It  is  indifferent  cold,  my  lord,  indeed. 

Ham.  But  yet,  methinks,  it  is  verj-  sultry  and  hot ;  or  my  com- 
plexion  

Osr.  Exceedingly,  my  lord;  it  is  very  sultry, — as  t'wore, — I 
f^annot  tell  how — My  lord,  his  majesty  bade  me  signify  to  you.  thai 
lie  has  laida  great  wager  on  your  head:  Sir,  this  is  the  matter,— 

Ham.  I  beseech  you,  remember 

[Hamlet  moves  him  to  put  on  Ms  hat. 

Osr.  Nay,  good  my  lord ;  for  mj-  case,  in  good  faith.  Sir,  here 
is  newly  come  to  court,  Laertes  :  believe  me,  an  absolute  gentle- 

*  Requite. 


474  HAMLET,  PEIXCE  OF  DENMABK.  [aCT  V. 

man,  full  of  most  excellent  differences,  *  of  very  soft  society, 
and  great  showing :  Indeed,  to  speak  feelingly  of  him,  he  is  the 
cardt  or  calendar  of  gentry,  for  you  shall  And  in  him  the  conti- 
nent of  J  what  part  a  gentleman  would  see. 

Ham.  Sir,  this  delinement  suffers  no  perdition  in  you; — 
though,  I  know,  to  divide  him  inventorially,  would  dizzy  the 
arithmetic  of  memory ;  and  yet  but  yaw  §  neither,  in  resi^ect  of 
his  quick  sail.  But,  in  the  verity  of  extolment,  I  take  him  to  be 
a  soul  of  great  article ;  and  his  infusion  of  such  dearth  and  rare- 
ness, as,  to  make  true  diction  of  him,  his  semblable  is  his  mirror ; 
and,  who  else  ivould  trace  him,  his  umbrage,  nothing  more. 

Osr.  Your  lordship  speaks  most  iufalhbly  of  him. 

Ham.  The  concernancy.  Sir  ?  w^hy  do  we  wrap  the  gentleman 
in  our  more  rawer  breath  ? 

Osr.  Sir? 

Hor.  Is't  not  possible  to  understand  in  another  tongue  ?  You 
will  do't,  Sir,  really. 

Ham.  What  imports  the  nomination  \\  of  this  gentleman  ? 

Osr.  Of  Laertes? 

Hor.  His  purse  is  empty  already;  all  his  golden  words  are 
spent. 

Ham.  Of  him.  Sir. 

Osr.  I  know,  you  are  not  ignorant 

Ham.  I  would,  you  did.  Sir ;  yet,  in  faith,  if  you  did,  it  would 
not  much  approve  ■"  me  ; — Well,  Sir. 

Osr.  You  are  not  ignorant  of  what  excellence  Laertes  is 

Ham.  I  dare  not  confess  that,  lest  I  should  compare  ■with  him 
in  excellence ;  but,  to  know  a  man  well,  were  to  know  himself. 

Osr.  I  mean.  Sir,  for  his  weapon ;  but  in  the  imputation  laid 
on  him  by  them,  in  his  meed**  he's  unfellowed. 

Ham.  What's  his  weapon  ? 

Osr.  Eai)ier  and  dagger. 

Ham.  That's  two  of  his  weapons :  but,  well. 

Osr.  The  king.  Sir,  hath  wager'd  with  him  six  Earbary  horses : 
against  the  which  he  has  impawned,tt  as  I  take  it,  six  French 
rapiers  and  poniards,  with  their  assigns,  as  girdle,  hangers,  and 
so :  Three  of^  the  carriages,  in  faith,  are  very  dear  to  fancy,  very 
responsive  to  the  hilts,  most  delicate  carriages,  and  of  very  liberal 
conceit. 

Ham.  "What  call  you  the  carriages  ? 

Hor.  I  knew  you  must  be  edified  by  the  margent,J:I:  ere  you 
had  done. 

Osr.  The  carriages.  Sir,  are  the  hangers. 

Ham.  The  phrase  would  be  more  germane  to  the  matter,  if  we 
could  carry  a  cannon  by  our  sides  ;  1  would,  it  might  be  hangers 
till  then.  But,  on  :  Six  Barbary  horses  against  six  French  swords, 
their  assigns,  and  three  liberal  conceited  carriages;  that's  the 
French  bet  airainst  the  Danish :  AVhy  is  this  impawn'd,  as  you 
call  it  ? 

*  Distinguishing  excellences.  t  Chart.  t  Containing-. 

6  To  move  unsteadily,  as  a  ship  in  a  great  swell.  §  Mentioning. 

*'  Recommend.  **  Merit.  t+  Staked. 

XI  Margin  of  explanatory  notes. 
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Osr.  The  king,  Sir,  hath  laid,  that  in  a  dozen  passes  between 
yourself  and  him,  he  shall  not  exceed  you  three  hits  ;  he  hath 
laid,  on  twelve  for  nine ;  and  it  would  come  to  immediate  trial, 
if  your  lordship  would  vouchsafe  the  answer. 

Ham.  How,  if  I  answer,  no  ? 

Osr.  I  mean,  my  lord,  the  opposition  of  your  person  in  trial. 

Ham.  Sir,  I  will  walk  here  in  the  hall :  if  it  please  his  majesty, 
it  is  the  breathing  time  of  day  with  me :  let  the  foils  be  brought, 
the  gentleman  willing,  and  the  king  hold  his  purpose,  I  will  win 
for  him,  if  I  can ;  if  not,  I  will  gain  nothing  but  my  shame,  and 
the  odd  hits. 

Osr.  Shall  I  deliver  you  so  ? 

Ham.  To  this  effect,  Sir ;  after  what  flourish  your  nature  will. 

Osr.  I  commend  my  duty  to  your  lordship.  [JExit. 

Ham.  Tours,  yours. — He  does  well  to  commend  it  himself; 
there  are  no  tongues  else  Jar's  turn. 

Hor.  This  lapwing  runs  away  with  the  shell  on  his  head. 

Ham.  He  did  comply  *  with  his  dug,  before  he  sucked  it.  Thus 
has  he  (and  many  more  of  the  same  breed,  that,  I  know,  the 
drossy  age  doats  on,)  only  got  the  tune  of  the  time,  and  outward 
habit  of  encounter-  a  kind  of  yesty  collection,  which  carries 
them  through  and  through  the  most  fand  f  and  winnowed  opi- 
nions :  and  do  but  blow  them  to  their  trial,  the  bubbles  are  out. 

Enter  a  LOED. 

Lord.  My  lord,  his  majesty  commended  him  to  you  by  young 
Osric,  who  brings  back  to  him,  that  you  attend  him  in  the  hall : 
He  sends  to  know  if  your  pleasure  hold  to  play  \rith  Laertes,  or 
that  you  will  take  longer  tune. 

Ham.  I  am  constant  to  my  purposes,  they  follow  the  king's 
pleasure :  if  his  fitness  speaks,  mine  is  ready ;  now,  or  whenso- 
ever, provided  I  be  so  able  as  now. 

Lord.  The  king,  and  queen,  and  all  are  coming  down. 

Ham.  In  happy  time. 

Lord.  The  queen  desires  you  to  use  some  gentle  entertain- 
ment to  Laertes,  before  you  fall  to  play. 

Ham.  She  well  instructs  me.  iHxit  LoED. 

Hor.  Tou  will  lose  this  wager,  my  lord. 

Ham.  I  do  not  think  so ;  since  he  went  into  France,  I  have 
been  in  continual  practice ;  I  shall  -win  at  the  odds.  But  thou 
wouldst  not  think,  how  ill  all's  here  about  my  heart :  but  it  Ls 
no  matter. 

Hor.  Nay,  good  my  lord, 

Ham.  It  is  but  foolery;  but  it  is  such  a  kind  of  gain-giving,  J 
as  would,  perhaps,  trouble  a  woman. 

Hor.  If  your  mind  dislike  anything,  obey  it :  I  will  forestal 
their  repair  hither,  and  say,  you  are  not  fit. 

Ham.  Not  a  whit,  we  defy  augurj- ;  there  is  a  special  provi- 
dence in  the  fall  of  a  sparrow.  If  it  be  now,  'tis  not  to  come ;  if 
it  be  not  to  come,  it  will  be  now ;  if  it  be  not  now,  yet  it  will 
come :  the  readiness  is  all :  Since  no  man,  of  aught  he  leaves, 
knows,  what  is't  to  leave  betimes  ?    Let  be. 

*  Pass  compliments,         f  Fanned,  as  com  from  dust.         t  Misgiving. 
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JEnter  KiXG,  Queen,  Laektes,  Lords,  Oskic,  and  Atiendanfs, 
icith  Foils,  4'«?. 

Kiiiff.  Come,  Hamlet,  come,  and  take  this  hand  from  me. 
[The  KiSG  jauts  the  hand  o/Laeetes  into  <Aa<  o/ Hamlet, 

Sam.  Give  me  your  pardon.  Sir :  I  have  done  you  \vrong ; 
But  pardon  it,  as  you  are  a  gentleman. 
This  presence  knows,  and  you  must  needs  have  heard, 
How  I  am  punish'd  with  a  sore  distraction. 
What  I  have  done. 

That  might  your  nature,  honour,  and  exception, 
Eouglily  awake,  I  here  proclaim  was  madness. 
"Was't  Hamlet  wrong'd  Laertes  ?  Never,  Hamlet : 
If  Hamlet  from  himself  be  ta'en  away, 
And,  when  he's  not  himself,  does  wrong  Laertes, 
Then  Hamlet  does  it  not,  Hamlet  denies  it. 
Who  does  it  then  ?  His  madness  ?  if 't  be  so, 
Hamlet  is  of  the  faction  that  is  wrong'd, 
His  madness  is  poor  Hamlet's  enemy. 
Sir,  in  this  audience, 
Let  my  disclaiming  from  a  purposed  evil 
Free  me  so  far  in  your  most  generous  thoughts, 
That  I  have  shot  my  arrow  o'er  the  house. 
And  hurt  my  brother. 

Laev.  I  am  satisfied  in  nature. 
Whose  motive,  in  this  case,  should  stir  me  most 
To  my  revenge :  but  in  my  terms  of  honour, 
I  stand  aloof;  and  will  no  reconcilement. 
Till  by  some  elder  masters,  of  known  honour, 
I  have  a  voice  and  precedent  of  peace, 
To  keep  my  name  ungor'd  :  But  till  that  time, 
I  do  receive  your  ofTer'd  love  hke  love. 
And  will  not  wrong  it. 

Ham.  I  embrace  it  freely ; 
And  will  this  brother^  wager  frankly  play. — 
Give  us  the  foils  ;  come  on. 

Laer.  Come,  one  for  me. 

Ham.  I'll  be  your  foil,  Laertes  ;  in  mine  ignorance 
Your  skill  shall,  like  a  star  i'  the  darkest  night. 
Stick  fiery  off,  indeed. 

Laer.  You  mock  me.  Sir. 

Ham.  No,  by  this  hand. 

King.  Give  them  the  foils,  young  Osric. — Cousin  Hamlet, 
You  know  the  wager  ? 

Ham.  A'ery  well,  my  lord ; 
Your  grace  hath  laid  the  odds  o'  the  weaker  side. 

King.  I  do  not  fear  it :  I  have  seen  you  both : — 
But  since  he's  better'd,  we  have  therefore  odds. 

Laer.  This  is  too  heavy,  let  me  see  another. 

Ham.  This  hkes  me  well :   These  foils  have  all  a  length  ? 

{They  prepare  to  jilatj. 

Our.  Ay,  my  good  lord. 

Ki7ig,  Set  me  the  stoups  of  wine  upon  that  table  : — 
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If  Hamlet  gives  the  first  or  second  hit, 

Or  quit  in  answer  of  the  third  exchange. 

Let  all  the  battlements  their  ordnance  fire ; 

The  king  shall  drink  to  Hamlet's  better  breath ; 

And  in  the  cup  an  union  *  shall  he  throw, 

Richer  than  that  which  four  successive  kings 

In  Denmark's  crown  have  worn  ;  Give  me  the  cups ; 

And  let  the  kettle  to  the  trumpet  speak, 

The  trumpet  to  the  cannoneer  without, 

The  cannons  to  the  heavens,  the  heaven  to  earth, 

I^oio  the  king  drinks  to  Hamlet. — Come,  begin ; — 

And  you,  the  judges,  bear  a  wary  eye. 

Ham.  Come  on.  Sir. 

Laer.  Come,  my  lord.  iTheij  pJay, 

Ham.  One. 

Laer.  No. 

Ham.  Judgment. 

Osr.  A  hit,  a  very  palpable  hit. 

Laer.  Well,  again. 

King.  Stay,  give  me  drink ;  Hamlet,  this  pearl  is  thine ; 
Here's  to  thy  health. — Give  him  the  cup. 

[  Trumpets  sound ;  and  Cannon  sJiot  off  within. 

Ham.  I'll  play  this  bout  first,  set  it  by  awhile. 
Come. — Another  hit;  What  say  you  ?  {Theij  iplay. 

Laer.  A  touch,  a  touch,  I  do  confess. 

King.  Our  son  shall  win. 

Queen.  He's  fat,  and  scant  o'  breath. — 
Here,  Hamlet,  take  my  napkin,  f  rub  thy  brows  : 
The  queen  carouses  to  thy  fortune,  Hamlet. 

Ham.  Good  madam, 

King.  Gertrude,  do  not  drink. 

Queen.  I  will,  my  lord;  I  pray  you  pardon  me. 

King.  It  is  the  poison'd  cup  ;  it  is  too  late.  [Aside. 

Ham.  I  dare  not  drink  yet,  madam ;  by  and  by. 

Queen.  Come,  let  me  wipe  thy  face. 

Laer.  My  lord,  I'll  hit  him  now. 

King.  I  do  not  think  it. 

Laer.  And  yet  it  is  almost  against  my  conscience.  [Aside. 

Ham.  Come,  for  the  third,  Laertes :  you  do  but  dally ; 
I  pray  you,  pass  with  your  best  violence ; 
I  am  afeard,  you  make  a  wanton  X  of  me. 

Laer.  Say  you  so  ?  come  on.  [They  pJay. 

Osr.  Nothing  neither  way. 

Laer.  Have  at  you  now. 

[Laeetes  wotmds  Hamlet  ;  then,  in  scvffling,  they 
change  Sapiers,  and  HaMLET  wounds  LaERTES. 

King.  Part  them,  they  are  incensed. 

Ham.  Nay,  come  again.  [The  Qv'E^'S  falls. 

Osr.  Look  to  the  Queen  there,  ho ! 

Hor.  They  bleed  on  both  sides : — How  is  it,  my  lord  ? 

Osr.  How  is't,  Laertes  ? 

*  A  pearl.  t  Handkerchief.  t  3oy. 
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Laer.  Why,  as  a  woodcock  to  my  own  springe,  Osric ; 
I  am  justly  kill"d  with  mine  own  treachery. 

Ham.  How  does  the  Queen  ? 

King.  She  swoons  to  see  them  bleed. 

Queen.  No,  no,  the  drink,  the  drink, — 0  my  dear  Hamlet ! 
The  drink,  the  drink :  I  am  poison'd !  [Dies. 

Sam.  O  villany  ! — Ho !  let  the  door  be  lock'd : 
Treachery!  seek  it  out.  [Laebtes/«?Z*. 

Zaer.  It  is  here,  Hamlet :  Hamlet,  thou  art  slain ; 
No  medicine  in  the  world  can  do  thee  good, 
In  thee  there  is  not  half  an  hour's  life ; 
The  treacherous  instrument  is  in  thy  hand, 
Unbated,  and  envenom'd ;  *  the  foul  practice 
Hath  tum'd  itself  on  me ;  lo,  here  I  lie, 
Never  to  rise  again :  Thy  mother's  poison'd ; 
I  can  no  more ;  the  king,  the  king's  to  blame. 

Sam.  The  point 
Envenom'd  too  ! — Then  venom,  to  thy  work.     [Stais  the  Kl>'G. 

Osr.  and  Lords.  Treason,  treason  ! 

King.  O,  yet  defend  me,  friends,  I  am  but  hurt. 

Sam.    Here,  thou  incestuous,  murd'rous,  damned  Dane, 
Drink  off  this  potion : — Is  the  union  t  here  ?  [King  dies. 

Follow  my  mother. 

Laer.  He  is  justly  served  ; 
It  is  a  poison  temper'd  X  hy  himself, — 
Exchange  forgiveness  with  me,  noble  Hamlet : 
Mine  and  my  father's  death  come  not  upon  thee  ; 
Nor  thine  on  me.  [  Dies. 

Sam.  Heaven  make  thee  free  of  it !  I  follow  thee. 
I  am  dead,  Horatio : — Wretched  queen,  adieu ! — 
You  that  look  pale  and  tremble  at  this  chance, 
That  are  but  mutes  or  audience  to  this  act. 
Had  I  but  time  (as  this  fell  ser"eant,§  death, 
Is  strict  in  his  arrest),  O,  I  could  tell  you, — 
But  let  it  be : — Horatio,  I  am  dead ; 
Thou  livest ;  report  me  and  my  cause  aright 
To  the  unsatisfied. 

Sor.  Never  believe  it ; 
I  am  more  an  antique  Roman  than  a  Dane, 
Here's  yet  some  liquor  left. 

Sam.  As  thou'..'t  a  man, — 
Give  me  the  cup ;  let  go ;  by  heaven  I'll  have  it. — 
O  God  ! — Horatio,  what  a  wounded  name, 
Things  standing  thus  unknown,  shall  live  behind  me  ! 
If  thou  didst  ever  hold  me  in  thy  heart, 
Absent  thee  from  felicity  awhile, 
And  in  this  harsh  world  draw  thy  breath  in  pain, 
To  tell  my  story. —  \_March  afar  off,  and  shot  within. 

What  warlike  noise  is  this  ? 

Osr.  Young  Eortinbras,  with  conquest  come  from  Poland, 

*  Without  a  button  and  poisoned.  t  The  pearl  the  king  spoke  of. 

t  Mixed.  i  Sheriff's  officer. 
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To  the  ambassadors  of  England  gives 
This  warUke  volley. 

Ham.  O,  Idle,  Horatio; 
The  potent  poison  quite  o'er-crows  my  spirit ; 
I  cannot  live  to  hear  the  news  from  England : 
But  I  do  prophesy  the  election  lights 
On  Fortinbras ;  he  has  my  dying  voice ; 
So  tell  him,  with  the  occurrents,*  more  or  less, 
Which  have  sohcited,t  — The  rest  is  silence.  \_Dies. 

Soi:  Now  cracks  a  noble  heart ; — Good  night,  sweet  prince ; 
And  flights  of  angels  sing  thee  to  thy  rest  I — 
Why  does  the  drum  come  hither  ?  \_March  within. 

Enter  FoETlXBEAS,  the  ENGLISH  Ambassadoes,  and  others. 

Fort.  Where  is  this  sight  ? 

Sor.  What  is  it  you  Mould  see  ? 
If  aught  of  woe,  or  wonder,  cease  your  search. 

Fort.  This  quarry  J  cries  on  havoc  !  §—0,  proud  death  ! 
What  feast  is  toward  in  thine  eternal  cell. 
That  thou  so  many  princes,  at  a  shot. 
So  bloodily  hast  struck  ? 

1  Amh.  The  sight  is  dismal ; 
And  our  affairs  from  England  come  too  late  : 
The  ears  are  senseless,  that  should  give  us  hearing. 
To  tell  htm,  his  commandment  is  fulfiU'd, 
That  Eosencrantz  and  Guildenstern  are  dead  : 
Where  should  we  have  our  thanks  ? 

Sor.  Not  from  his  mouth, 
Had  it  the  ability  of  life  to  thank  you ; 
He  never  gave  commandment  for  their  death. 
But  since,  so  jump  !|  upon  this  bloody  question. 
You  from  the  Polack"[  wars,  and  you  from  England,' 
Are  here  arrived ;  give  order,  that  these  bodies 
High  on  a  stage  be  placed  to  the  view ; 
And  let  me  speak,  to  the  yet  unknowing  world. 
How  these  things  come  about :  So  shall  you  hear 
Of  carnal,  bloody,  and  unnatural  acts  ; 
Of  accidental  judgments,  casual  slaughters ; 
Of  deaths  put  on  by  cunning,  and  forced  cause ; 
And,  in  this  upshot,  pui-posos  mistook 
Eallen  on  the  inventors'  heads :  all  this  can  I 
Truly  deliver. 

Fort.  Let  us  haste  to  hear  it, 
And  call  the  noblest  to  the  audience. 
For  me,  with  sorrow  I  embrace  my  fortune ; 
I  have  some  rights  of  memory  in  this  kingdom, 
Which  now  to  claim  my  vantage  doth  invite  me. 

Hor.  Of  that  I  shall  have  also  cause  to  speak. 
And  from  his  mouth  whose  voice  will  draw  on  more  : 

*  Incidents.  t  Incited.  i  Heap  of  dead  game. 

6  A  word  of  censure  when  more  game  was  destroyed  tlian  was  reason- 
able, U  Exactly.  \  Poliih. 
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But  let  this  same  be  presently  perform'd, 

Even  Avhen  men's  minds  are  wild ;  lest  more  mischancfe 

On  plots  and  errors,  happen. 

Fort.  Let  four  captains 
Bear  Hamlet,  like  a  soldier,  to  the  stage, 
Por  he  was  likely,  had  he  been  put  on. 
To  have  proved  most  royally  ;  and,  for  his  passage, 
The  soldier's  music,  and  the  rites  of  war, 
Si>eak  loudly  for  him. — 
Take  up  the  bodies  : — Such  a  sight  as  this 
Becomes  the  field,  but  here  shows  much  amiss. 
Go,  bid  the  soldiers  shoot.  [^1  dead  march. 

[Exeunt,  bearing  off  the  dead  bodies ;  after  which, 
a  peal  of  ordnance  is  shot  off. 
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PERSONS  EEPEESENTED. 


DUKE  OF  VENICE. 
BRABANTIO,  o  Senator. 
Two  other  SENATORS. 
GRATIANO,  Brother  to  Brabantio. 
I.ODOVICO,  Kinsman  to  Brabantio. 
OTHELLO,  the  Moor. 
CASSIO,  his  Lieutenant. 
lAGO,  his  Ancient. 
RODERIGO,  a  Venetian  Gentleman. 
MONTANO,  Othello's  predesessot  in 

the  government  of  Cyprus. 
CLOWN,  Servant  to  Othello. 


HERALD. 

DESDEMONA,  Daughter  to  Brz- 
bantio,  attd  Wife  to  Othello. 

EMILIA,  Wife  to  lago. 

BIANCA,  a  Courtezan,  Mistress  to 
Cassio. 


Officers,  Gextlemkv,  Messe.v- 
gers,  musician's,  sailors,  at- 
tendants, &c. 


Scene,  for  the  first  Act,  in  Venice ;  during  the  rest  of  the  Play, 
at  a  Sea-port  in  Cyprus. 


ACT  I. 

SCEXE  L— Venice.    A  St  reef. 
Enter  EoDEEIGO  and  Iago. 

Rod.  Tush,  never  tell  me,  I  take  it  much  unkindly. 
That  thou,  Iago, — who  hast  had  my  purse. 
As  if  the  strings  were  thine, — shouldst  knov/  of  this. 

Iago.  'Sblood,  but  you  will  not  hear  me : — 
If  ever  I  did  dream  of  such  a  matter, 
Abhor  me. 

Rod.  Thou  told'st  me,  thou  didst  hold  him  in  thy  hate. 

Iago.  Despise  me,  if  I  do  not.    Three  great  ones  of  the  city, 
In  personal  suit  to  make  me  his  lieutenant. 
Oft  capp'd*  to  him ; — and,  by  the  faith  of  man, 
I  know  my  price,  I  am  worth  no  worse  a  place : 
But  he,  as  loving  his  own  pride  and  purposes. 
Evades  them,  with  a  bombast  circumstance,t 
Horribly  stufFd  with  epithets  of  war ; 
And,  in  conclusion,  nonsuits 
jMy  mediators ;  for,  certes,  says  he, 
I  have  alreadij  chose  my  officer. 
And  what  was  he  ? 


Forsooth,  a  great  arithmetician. 
One  Michael  Cassio,  a  Florentir 


Florentine, 


VOL.  IV. 


I  Circixmlcciiticn. 
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A  fellow  almost  damii'd  in  a  fair  life  ; 

That  never  set  a  squadron  in  the  field, 

Nor  the  division  of  a  battle  knows 

More- than  a  spinster;  unless*  the  bookish  tlieoric,t 

Wherein  the  togaed  consuls  can  propose 

As  masterly  as  he  :  mere  prattle,  without  practice, 

Is  all  his  soldiership.    But  he,  Sir,  had  the  election  . 

And  I, — of  whom  his  eyes  had  seen  the  proof. 

At  Ehodes,  at  Cyprus ;  and  on  other  grounds, 

Christian  and  heathen, — must  be  be-lee'd  and  calm"d 

By  debitor  and  creditor,  this  counter-caster  ;X 

He,  in  good  time,  must  his  lieutenant  be, 

And  I  (God  bless  the  mark  !),  his  iloorship's  ancient. 

Hod.  By  heaven,  I  rather  would  have  been  his  hangman. 

lago.  But  there's  no  remedy ;  'tis  the  curse  of  service ; 
Preferment  goes  by  letter,  and  affection, 
Not  by  the  old  gradation,  where  each  second 
Stood  heir  to  the  first.    Now,  Sir,  be  judge  yourself, 
"Whether  I  in  any  just  term  am  affined •§ 
To  love  the  Moor. 

Sod.  I  would  not  follow  him  then. 

logo.  O,  Sir,  content  you ; 
I  follow  him  to  serve  my  turn  upon  him : 
TVe  cannot  all  be  masters,  nor  all  masters 
Cannot  be  truly  foUow'd.    You  shall  mark 
Many  a  duteous  and  knee-crooking  knave, 
That,  doting  on  his  own  obsequious  bondage. 
Wears  out  his  time,  much  like  his  master's  ass, 
For  nought  but  provender ;  and,  when  he's  old,  casliier'd ; 
Whip  me  such  honest  knaves  :ij  Others  there  are, 
Who,  trimm'd  in  forms  and  visages  of  duty, 
Keep  yet  their  hearts  attending  on  themselves ; 
And,  throwing  but  shows  of  service  on  their  lords, 
Do  well  thrive  by  them,  and,  when  they  have  lined  their  coals. 
Do  themselves  homage :  these  fellows  have  some  soul ; 
And  such  a  one  do  I  profess  myself. 
For,  Sir, 

It  is  as  sure  as  you  are  Eoderigo, 
Were  I  the  ]Moor,  I  would  not  be  lago : 
In  following  him,  I  follow  but  mysell'; 
Heaven  is  my  judge,  not  I  for  love  and  duty. 
But  seeming  so,  for  my  peculiar  end : 
For  when  my  outward  action  doth  demonstrate 
The  native  act  and  figure  of  mj-  heart 
In  compliment  extern,  V  'tis  not  long  after 
But  I  will  wear  my  heart  upon  my  sleeve 
For  daws  to  peck  at :  I  am  not  what  I  am. 

Hod.  What  a  full  fortune  does  the  thick-lips  owe,** 
If  he  can  carry't  thus  ! 

*  Except.  t  Theorj'. 

t  It  was  anciently  the  practice  to  reckon  up  sums  with  counters, 

§  Related.  I)   Servants. 

%  Outward  show  of  civility.  **  Own,  enjoy. 
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lago.  Call  up  ber  father, 
Eouse  him :  make  after  him,  poison  liis  delight, 
Proclaim  him  in  the  streets ;  mcense  her  kinsmen, 
And,  though  he  in  a  fertile  climate  dwell. 
Plague  him  with  lUes :  though  that  his  joy  be  joy. 
Yet  throw  such  changes  of  vexation  on't. 
As  it  may  lose  some  colour. 

Rod.  Here  is  her  father's  house ;  I'll  call  aloud. 

lago.  Do ;  with  like  timorous  accent,  and  dire  yell. 
As  when,  by  night  and  negligence,  the  fire 
Is  spied  in  populous  cities. 

Hod.  What,  ho  !  Brabantio !  signior  Brabantio,  ho ! 

lago.  Awake !  what,  ho  !  Brabantio  !  thieves !  thieves !  thieves ! 
Look  to  your  house,  your  daughter,  and  your  bags  ! 
Thieves !  thieves ! 

Beabantio,  above,  at  a  Window. 

Bra.  "VThat  is  the  reason  of  this  terrible  summons  ? 
What  is  the  matter  there  ? 

Mod.  Signior,  is  all  your  family  within  ? 

lago.  Are  your  doors  lock'd  ? 

Bra.  Why  ?  wherefore  ask  you  this  ? 

lago.  'Zounds,  Sir,  you  are  robb'd;  for  shame,  put  on  your 
gown ; 
Your  heart  is  burst,*  you  have  lost  half  your  soul ; 
Even  now,  very  now,  an  old  black  ram 
Is  tupping  your  white  ewe.    Arise,  arise ; 
Awake  the  snorting  citizens  with  the  bell. 
Or  else  the  devil  will  make  a  grandsire  of  you  : 
xirise,  I  say. 

Bra.  What,  have  you  lost  your  wits  ? 

Bod.  Most  reverend  signior,  do  you  know  my  voice  ? 

Bra.  Not  I ;  What  are  you  ? 

Bod.  My  name  is — Eoderigo. 

Bra.  The  worse  welcome : 
I  have  charged  thee,  not  to  haunt  about  my  doors : 
In  honest  plainness  thou  hast  heard  me  say, 
My  daughter  is  not  for  thee ;  and  now,  in  madness. 
Being  full  of  supper,  and  distemperingf  draughts. 
Upon  malicious  bravery,  dost  thou  come 
To  start  my  quiet. 

Bod.  Sir,  Sir,  Sir,  Sir, 

Bra.  But  thou  must  needs  be  sure, 
]My  spirit,  and  my  place,  have  in  them  power 
To  make  this  bitter  to  thee. 

Bod.  Patience,  good  Sir. 

Bra.  What  tell'.st  thou  me  of  robbing?  this  is  Venice ; 
My  house  is  net  a  grange. 

Rod.  Most  grave  Brabantio, 
In  simple  and  pure  soul  I  come  to  you. 

lago.  'Zounds,  Sir,  you  are  one  of  those,  tnat  will  not  serve 
God,  if  the  devil  bid  you.    Because  we  come  to  do  you  service, 
*  Z.  e.  is  broken.  t  Intoxicating. 

2l2 


481  OTHELLO,  THE  MOOE  OF  VENICE.  [ACT  I. 

you  tliink  wc  are  ruffians:  You'll  have  j'Our  daughter  covered 
with  a  Barbary  horse  ;  you'll  have  your  nephews*  neigh  to  you : 
you'll  have  coursers  for  cousins,  and  gennets  lor  germaus. 

Jira.  "What  profane  wretch  art  thou  ? 

lago.  I  am  one,  Sir,  that  comes  to  tell  you,  your  daughter  and 
the  Moor  are  now  making  the  beast  with  two  backs. 

Bra.  Thou  art  a  villain. 

lago.  You  are — a  senator. 

Bra.  This  thou  shalt  answer :  I  know  thee,  lloderigo. 

Rod.  Sir,  I  will  answer  anything.    But  I  beseech  you, 
irt  be  your  plea.«ure,  and  most  wise  consent 
(As  partly,  I  find,  it  is),  that  your  fair  daughter, 
At  this  odd-event  and  dull  watch  o'the  night, 
Transported — with  no  woi-se  nor  better  guard. 
But  M-ith  a  knave  of  common  hire,  a  gondolier, — 
To  the  gross  clasps  of  a  lascivious  iloor, — 
If  this  be  kno\vn  to  you,  and  your  allowance,* 
"We  then  have  done  you  bold  and  saucy  wrongs  ; 
But  if  you  know  not  this,  my  manners  tell  me, 
"We  have  your  wrong  rebuke.    Do  not  believe, 
That  from  the  sense  of  all  civility, 
I  thus  would  play  and  trifle  witli  your  reverence : 
Your  daughter, — if  you  have  not  given  her  leave, — 
I  say  again,  hath  made  a  gross  revolt : 
Tying  her  duty,  beauty,  wit,  and  fortunes. 
In  an  extravagant  §  and  wheeling  stranger, 
Of  here  and  everywhere:  Straight  satisfy  yourself: 
If  she  be  in  her  chamber,  or  your  house. 
Let  loose  on  me  the  justice  of  the  state 
For  thus  deluding  you. 

Bra.  Strike  on  the  tinder,  ho  I 
Give  me  a  taper  : — call  up  all  my  people  : — 
Tliis  accident  is  not  unlike  my  dream, 
Eelief  of  it  oppresses  me  already  :— 
Light,  I  say  !  light !  [Exit  froin  alove. 

laijo.  Parewell ;  for  I  must  leave  you  : 
It  seems  not  meet,  nor  wholesome  to  my  place, 
To  be  produced  (as,  if  I  stay,  I  shall) 
Against  the  Moor :  For,  I  do  know  the  state, — 
However  this  may  gall  him  ■\^  ith  some  check. — 
Cannot  with  safety  cast!  him;  for  he's  embark'd 
AV'ith  such  loud  reason  to  the  Cyprus  wars 
(Which  even  now  stand  in  act),  that,  for  their  souls. 
Another  of  his  fathom  they  have  not, 
To  lead  their  business  ;  in  which  regard, 
Though  I  do  hate  him  as  I  do  hell  pains, 
Yet,  for  necessity  of  present  life, 
I  must  show  out  a  flag  and  sign  of  love, 
'\Vhich  is  indeed  but  sign.    That  you  shall  surely  find  him. 
Lead  to  the  Sagittary  the  raised  search  ; 
And  there  will  I  be  with  him.    So,  farewell.  [E.ci£. 

*  Ncpofes,  gramlsons.  t  About  midnight. 

}  AjiprobatiOH.  §  Wandering,  j  Dismiss. 
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JEnter  heloio,  Bkabantio,  and  Servants  %cith  Torches. 

Bra.  It  is  too  true  an  evil :  gone  she  is  ; 
And  what's  to  come  of  my  despised  time,* 
Is  nought  but  bitterness. — Now,  lloderigo, 
Wiiere  didst  thou  see  her  ? — O,  unhappy  girl  I— 
"^^'ith  the  Moor,  say'st  thou  ? — Who  would  be  a  father  ? — 
How  didst  thou  know  'twas  she  ?  O,  thou  deceiv'st  me 
Past  thought ! — What  said  she  to  you  ? — Get  more  tapers  ; 
Kaise  all  my  kindred. — Are  they  married,  think  you  ? 

Mod.  Truly,  I  think,  they  are. 

Bra.  O  heaven !— How  got  she  out  ? — O  treason  of  the  blood  !— 
Fathers,  from  hence  trust  not  your  daughters'  minds 
By  what  you  see  them  act. — Are  there  not  charms. 
By  ■\\  hich  the  property  of  youth  and  maidhood 
^lay  be  abused  ?  Have  you  not  read,  Koderigo, 
Of  some  such  thing  ? 

Bod.  Yes,  Sir ;  I  have,  indeed. 

Bra.  Call  up  my  brother.    O,  that  you  had  had  her  1 — 
Some  one  way,  some  another. — Do  you  know 
AVkere  we  may  apprehend  her  and  the  Moor  ? 

Bod.  I  think,  I  can  discover  him ;  if  you  please 
To  get  good  guard,  and  go  along  with  me. 

Bra.  Pray  you,  lead  on.    At  every  house  I'll  call ; 
I  may  command  at  most ; — Get  weapons,  ho  ! 
And  raise  some  special  officers  of  night. — 
On,  good  Koderigo  ; — I'll  deserve  your  pains.  ^Exeunt. 

SCENE  II.— The  same.    Atiother  Street. 

Enter  Othello,  Iago,  and  Attendants. 

larjo.  Though  in  the  trade  of  war  I  have  slain  men. 
Yet  do  I  hold  it  very  stuff  o'  the  conscience. 
To  do  no  contrived  murder ;  I  lack  iniquity 
Sometimes,  to  do  me  service  ;  Nine  or  tea  times 
I  had  thought  to  have  yerk'd  him  here  under  the  ribs. 

0th.  'Tis  better  as  it  is. 

Iago.  Nay,  but  he  prated, 
And  spoke  such  scurvy  and  provoking  terms 
Against  your  honour, 
That,  with  the  little  godliness  I  have, 
I  did  full  hard  forbear  hira.    But,  I  pray,  Sir, 
Are  you  fast  married  ?  for,  be  sure  of  this, — 
That  the  magnificot  is  much  beloved ; 
And  hath,  in  his  effect,  a  voice  potential 
As  double  as  the  duke's  ;  he  will  divorce  you  ; 
Or  put  upon  you  what  restraint  and  grievance 
The  law  (with  all  his  might,  to  enforce  it  on) 
AA'ill  give  him  cable. 

0th.  Let  him  do  his  spite  : 
My  services,  which  I  have  done  the  signiory, 
Shall  out-tongue  his  complaints.    'Tis  yet  to  know 
("Which,  when  I  know  that  boasting  is  an  honour, 

•  Old  age.  t  Brabantio  ;  magnifico  is  his  title  as  a  senator. 
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I  shall  promulgate),  I  fetch  my  life  and  being 

From  men  of  royal  siege  ;*  and  my  demerits  t 

May  speak,  unbonneted,  to  as  proud  a  fortune 

As  this  that  I  have  reacn'd :  For  know,  lago, 

[But  that  I  love  the  gentle  Desdemona, 

I  would  not  my  unhoused  J  free  condition 

Put  into  circumspection  and  confine 

For  the  sea's  worth.    But,  look !  what  hghts  come  yonder  ? 

lEnter  Cassio,  at  a  distance,  and  certain  Officers  icitJi  Torches. 

lago.  These  are  the  raised  father,  and  his  friends : 
Yon  were  best  go  in. 

0th.  Xot  I :  I  must  be  found ; 
My  parts,  my  title,  and  my  perfect  soul, 
Shall  manifest  me  rightly.    Is  it  they  ? 

Jago.  By  Janus,  I  think  no. 

0th.  The  servants  of  the  duke,  and  my  lieutenant. 
The  goodness  of  the  night  upon  you,  friends ! 
"What  is  the  news  ? 

Cas.  The  duke  does  gi-eet  you,  general ; 
And  he  requires  your  haste-post-haste  appearance. 
Even  on  the  instant. 

0th.  What  is  the  matter,  think  you  ? 

Cas.  Something  from  Cyprus,  as  I  may  divine ; 
It  is  a  business  of  some  heat :  The  galleys 
Have  sent  a  dozen  sequent  §  messengers 
This  very  night  at  one  another's  heels ; 
And  many  of  the  consuls,  raised,  and  met. 
Are  at  the  duke's  already :  You  have  been  hotly  calFd  for ; 
"When,  being  not  at  your  lodging  to  be  found, 
The  senate  hath  sent  about  three  several  quests,'! 
To  search  you  out. 

0th.  'Tis  well  I  am  found  by  you. 
I  will  but  spend  a  word  here  in  the  house. 
And  go  with  you.  [Exit. 

Cas.  Ancient,  what  makes  he  here  ? 

lago.  'Faith,  he  to-night  hath  boarded  a  land  carrack  ;•] 
If  it  prove  lawful  prize,  he's  made  for  ever. 

Cas.  I  do  not  understand. 

lago.  He's  mnrried. 

Cas.  To  who  ? 

Re-enter  OxnELLO. 

lago.  !Marry,  to — Come,  captain,  will  you  go  ? 

Oih.  Have  ■with  you. 

Cas.  Here  comes  another  troop  to  seek  for  you. 

JEnter  BeabaxtIO,  Eoderigo,  and  Officers  of  nliht,  v:lth 
torches  and  lueapons. 
lago.  It  is  Brabantio : — general,  be  advised  ;** 
He  comes  to  bad  intent. 
0th.  Hola!  stand  there! 

*  Seat  or  throne.  t  Merits.  *  U.nsettled.  5  Successive. 

U  Searchers.  "^  Large  vessel.  **  Cautious. 
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Hod.  Signior,  it  is  the  Moor. 

JBra.  Down  with  him,  thief!  \,They  draw  on  lotJi  sides. 

lago.  You,  Roderigo !  come,  Sir,  I  am  for  you. 

0th.  Keep  up  your  bright  swords,  for  the  dew  will  rust  them. — 
Good  signior,  you  shall  more  command  with  years. 
Than  with  your  weapons. 

Bra.  O  tnou  foul  thief,  where  hast  thou  stowed  my  daughter  ? 
Damn'd  as  thou  art,  thou  hast  enchanted  her : 
Por  I'll  refer  me  to  all  things  of  sense, 
If  she  in  chains  of  magic  were  not  bound, 
"Whether  a  maid — so  tender,  fair,  and  happy ; 
So  opposite  to  marriage,  that  she  shunn'ci 
The  wealthy  curled*  darlings  of  our  nation, — 
Would  ever  have  to  incur  a  general  mock, 
Kun  from  her  guardage  to  the  sooty  bosom 
Of  such  a  thing  as  thou  :  to  fear,t  not  to  delight. 
Judge  me  the  world,  if  'tis  not  gross  in  sense, 
That  thou  hast  practised  on  her  with  foul  charms ; 
Abused  her  delicate  youth  with  drugs,  or  minerals ; 
That  waken  motion :  I'll  have  it  disputed  on  ; 
'Tis  probable,  and  palpable  to  thinking. 
I  therefore  apprehend  and  do  attach  thee, 
For  an  abuser  of  the  world,  a  practiser 
Of  arts  inhibited  and  out  of  warrant : — 
Lay  hold  upon  him ;  if  he  do  resist. 
Subdue  him  at  his  peril. 

0th.  Hold  your  hands. 
Both  you  of  my  inclining,  and  the  rest : 
Were  it  my  cue  to  fight,  I  should  have  known  it 
Without  a  prompter. — Where  will  you  that  I  go 
To  answer  this  your  charge  ? 

Bra.  To  prison :  till  fit  time 
Of  law,  and  course  of  direct  session, 
Call  thee  to  answer. 

0th.  What  if  I  do  obey? 
How  may  the  duke  be  therewith  satisfied ; 
Whose  messengers  are  here  about  my  side, 
Upon  some  present  business  of  the  state. 
To  bring  me  to  him  ? 

Off.  'Tis  true,  most  worthy  signior. 
The  duke 's  in  council ;  and  your  noble  self, 
I  am  sure,  is  sent  for. 

Bra.  How  !  the  duke  in  council ! 
In  this  time  of  the  night ! — Bring  him  away  : 
]\:Iine's  not  an  idle  cause  :  the  duke  himself. 
Or  any  of  my  brothers  of  the  state. 
Cannot  but  feel  this  ^^Tong,  as  'twere  their  o^vn  : 
For  if  such  actions  may  have  passage  free, 
Bond-slaves  and  pagans,  shall  our  statesmen  be.  lExeunt. 

*  Elesraiit.  t  Terrifv. 
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SCIEXU  III. — The  same.   A  Council  Chamlier. 

The  Duke,  and  Senatoks,  sitting  at  a  table;  Officers  attending. 

BvTce.  There  is  no  composition*  in  these  news, 
That  gives  them  credit. 

1  Sen.  Indeed,  they  are  disproportion'd  ; 
Mj'  letters  say,  a  hundred  and  seven  galleys. 

Duke.  And  mine,  a  hundred  and  forty." 

2  Sen.  And  mine,  two  hundred  : 

But  though  they  jump  not  on  a  just  account 
(As  in  these  cases,  where  the  aimf  reports, 
'Tis  oft  with  ditl'erence),  yet  do  they  all  confirm 
A  Turkish  fleet,  and  bearing  up  to  Cyprus. 

Ihike.  Nay,  it  is  possible  enough  to  judgment ; 
I  do  not  so  secure  me  in  the  error. 
But  the  main  article  I  do  approve 
In  fearful  sense. 

Sailor  [;within'\.  What  ho !  what  ho  !  what  ho  ! 

Enter  an  Officek,  tvith  a  Sailok. 

Ojf.  A  messenger  from  the  galleys. 

Duke.  Now  ?  the  business  ? 

Sailor.  The  Turkish  preparation  makes  for  Ehodes ; 
So  was  I  bid  report  here  to  the  state. 
By  signior  Angelo. 

Duke.  How  say  you  by  this  change  ? 

1  Sen.  This  cannot  be,  _ 
By  no  assay  of  reason  ;  'tis  a  pageant. 
To  keep  us  in  false  gaze  :  When  we  consider 
The  importancy  of  Cyprus  to  the  Turk  ; 
And  let  ourselves  again  but  understand. 
That,  as  it  more  concerns  the  Turk  than  Ehodes, 
So  may  he  with  more  facile  question  X  hear  it, 
For  that  it  stands  not  in  such  warlike  brace,  § 
But  altogether  lacks  the  abilities 
That  Rhodes  is  dress'd  in  ; — if  we  make  thought  of  this, 
Wc  must  not  think,  the  Turk  is  so  unskilful. 
To  leave  that  latest  which  concerns  him  first ; 
Neglecting  an  attempt  of  ease  and  gain 
To  wake,  and  wage,  i|  a  danger  profitless. 

Duke.  Nay,  in  all  confidence,  he's  not  for  Ilhodes. 

Off.  Here  is  more  nev^s. 

Enter  a  MESSENGER. 

Mess.  The  Ottomites,  reverend  and  gracious. 
Steering  with  due  course  toward  the  isle  of  ilhodes. 
Have  there  injointed  them  with  an  after  fleet. 

1  Sen.  Ay,  so  I  thought : — How  man)',  as  you  guess  ? 

3Iess.  Of  thirty  sail :  and  uoav  do  they  re-stem 
Their  backward  course,  bearing  with  frank  appearance 
Their  purposes  toward  Cyprus. — Signior  Moutano, 

*  Consistency.  f  Conjecture.  t  Easy  dispute. 

ij  State  of  defence.  J  Figlit. 
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Your  trusty  and  most  valiant  servitor, 
"With  his  free  duty  recommends  you  thus, 
And  prays  you  to  beheve  him. 

Duke.  'Tis  certain,  then,  for  Cyprus. — 
jMarchus  Lucchese,  is  he  not  in  town  ? 

1  Sen.  He's  now  in  Plorence. 

Duke.  Write  from  us ;  wish*  him  post-post-haste  :  despatch. 

1  Sen.  Here  comes  Brabantio,  Avith  tlie  vaUant  Moor. 

i:nter  Bbabantio,  Othello,  Iago,  llODEEiGO,  and  Officers. 

Duke.  Valiant  Othello,  we  must  straight  employ  you 
Against  the  general  enemy  Ottoman. 

I  did  not  see  you ;  welcome,  gentle  Signior ;      [To  Bkabantio, 
TV'e  lack'd  your  counsel  and  your  help  to-night. 

Bra.  So  did  I  yours :  Good  your  grace,  pardon  me ; 
Neither  my  place,  nor  aught  I  heard  of  business. 
Hath  raised  me  from  my  bed  ;  nor  doth  the  general  care 
Take  hold  on  me ;  for  my  particular  grief 
Is  of  so  flood-gate  and  o'erbearing  nature. 
That  it  engluts  and  swallows  other  sorrows. 
And  it  is  still  itself. 

Duke.  Why,  what's  the  matter  ? 

Bra.  My  daughter !  O,  my  daughter  ! 

Sen.  Dead? 

Bra.  Ay,  to  me ; 
She  is  abused,  stolen  from  me,  and  corrupted 
By  spells  and  medicines  bought  of  mountebanks  : 
For  nature  so  preposterously  to  err. 
Being  not  deficient,  blind,  or  lame  of  sense, 
Sans  witchcraft  could  not 

Duke.  Whoe'er  he  be,  that,  in  this  foul  proceeding, 
Hath  thus  beguiled  your  daughter  of  herself. 
And  you  of  her,  the  bloody  book  of  law 
You  shall  yourself  read  in  the  bitter  letter. 
After  your  own  sense ;  yea,  though  our  proper  son 
Stood  in  your  action.f 

Bra.  Humbly  I  thank  your  grace. 
Here  is  the  man,  this  Moor  ;  whom  now,  it  seems, 
Your  special  mandate,  for  the  state  affairs, 
Hath  hither  brought. 

Duke  Sc  Sen.  We  are  very  sorry  for  it. 

Duke.  What,  in  your  own  part,  can  you  say  to  this  ? 

[To  Othello. 

Bra.  Nothing,  but  this  is  so. 

0th.  Most  potent,  grave,  and  reverend  siguiors, 
jMy  very  noble  and  approved  good  masters. 
That  I  have  ta'en  away  this  old  man's  daughter. 
It  is  most  true ;  true,  1  have  married  her ; 
The  very  head  and  front  of  my  offending 
Hath  this  extent,  no  more.    Eude  am  fin  my  speech. 
And  little  bless'd  with  the  set  phrase  of  peace : 
Por  since  these  arms  of  mine  had  seven  years'  pith, 
*  Recommend.  f  Accusation. 
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Till  now  some  nine  moons  wasted,  they  liave  used 

Their  dearest  action  *  in  the  tented  field ; 

And  little  of  this  great  world  can  I  speak, 

More  than  pertains  to  feats  of  broil  and  battle ; 

And  therefore  little  shall  I  grace  my  cause, 

In  speaking  for  myself:  Yet,  by  your  gracious  patience, 

I  will  a  round  unvarnish'd  tale  deliver 

Of  my  whole  course  of  love ;  what  drugs,  what  charms, 

What  conjuratioUj  and  what  mighty  magic 

(Por  such  proceedmg  I  am  charged  withal), 

I  won  his  daughter  with. 

Bra.  A  maiden  never  bold ; 
Of  spirit  so  still  and  quiet,  that  her  motion 
Blush'd  at  herself;  And  she, — in  spite  of  nature, 
Of  years,  of  country,  credit,  everything, — 
To  fall  in  love  \vith  what  she  feai-'d  to  look  on  ? 
It  is  a  judgment  maim'd,  and  most  imperfect. 
That  will  confess — perfection  so  could  err 
Against  all  rules  of  nature ;  and  must  be  driven 
To  find  out  practices  of  cunning  hell. 
Why  this  should  be.    I  therefore  vouch  again, 
That  with  some  mixtures  powerful  o'er  the  blood, 
Or  with  some  dram  conjured  to  this  effect. 
He  MTought  upon  her. 

DuTce.  To  vouch  this,  is  no  proof; 
Without  more  certain  and  more  overt  test,t 
Than  these  thin  habits,  and  poor  likelihoods 
Of  modern  seeming,  J  do  prefer  against  him. 

1  Sen.  But,  Othello,  speak  ;— 
Did  you  by  indirect  and  forced  courses 
Subdue  and  poison  this  young  maid's  affections  ? 
Or  came  it  by  request,  and  such  fair  question 
As  soul  to  soul  aflbrdeth  ? 

Oih.  I  do  beseech  you. 
Send  for  the  lady  to  the  Sagittary,§ 
And  let  her  speak  of  me  before  her  father : 
If  you  do  find  me  foul  in  her  report. 
The  trust,  the  office,  I  do  hold  of  you, 
Kot  only  take  away,  but  let  your  sentence 
Even  fall  upon  my  life. 

Duke.  Fetch  Desdemona  hither. 

0th.  Ancient,  conduct  them :  you  best  know  the  i)lace. — 

{TLxeunt  Iago  and  attendants. 
And,  till  she  come,  as  truly  as  to  heaven 
I  do  confess  the  vices  of  my  blood. 
So  justly  to  your  grave  ears  I'll  present 
How  I  did  thrive  in  this  fair  lady's  love. 
And  she  in  mine. 

Duke.  Say  it,  Othello. 

Otli.  Her  father  loved  me ;  oft  invited  me ; 
Still  qucstion'd  me  the  story  of  my  life, 

*  Best  exertion.  t  Open  proof.  J  Weak  show 

§  1.  e.  to  the  sign  of  the  Sagittary. 
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Prom  year  to  year ;  tlie  battles,  sieges,  fortunes. 

That  I  have  pass'd. 

I  ran  it  through,  even  from  my  boyish  days, 

To  the  very  moment  that  he  bade  me  tell  it. 

Wherein  I  spoke  of  most  disastrous  chances. 

Of  moving  accidents,  by  flood  and  field ; 

Of  hair-breadth  scapes  i'  the  imminent  deadly  breach ; 

Of  being  taken  by  the  insolent  foe. 

And  sold  to  slavery  ;  of  my  redemption  thence. 

And  portance*  in  my  travel's  history : 

Wherein  of  antresf  vast,  and  deserts  idle, 

Eough  quarries,  rocks,  and  hills  whose  heads  touch  heaven, 

It  was  my  hint  to  speak,  such  was  the  process ; 

And  of  the  Cannibals  that  each  other  eat, 

The  Anthropophagi,  and  men  whose  heads 

Do  grow  beneath  their  shoulders.    These  things  to  hear. 

Would  Desdemona  seriously  incline  : 

But  still  the  house  affairs  would  draw  her  thence ; 

Which  ever  as  she  could  Avith  haste  despatch. 

She'd  come  again,  and  with  a  greedy  ear 

Devour  up  my  discourse :  Which  I  observing. 

Took  once  a  pliant  hour ;  and  found  good  means 

To  draw  from  her  a  prayer  of  earnest  heart, 

That  I  would  all  my  pilgrimage  dilate, 

Whei'eof  by  parcels  J  she  had  something  heard. 

But  not  intentively  :§  I  did  consent ; 

And  often  did  beguile  her  of  her  tears. 

When  I  did  speak  of  some  distressful  stroke. 

That  my  youth  sufTer'd.    My  story  being  done. 

She  gave  me  for  my  pains  a  world  of  sighs : 

She  swore, — In  faith,  ^twas  strange,  'twas  passing  strange  ; 

'Twas  pitiful,  'twas  wondrous  pitiful: 

She  wish'd,  she  had  not  heard  it ;  yet  she  wish'd 

That  heaven  had  made  her  such  a  man :  she  thank'd  me ; 

And  bade  me,  if  I  had  a  friend  that  loved  her, 

I  should  but  teach  him  how  to  tell  my  story, 

And  that  would  woo  her.    Upon  this  hint  I  spake : 

She  loved  me  for  the  dangers  I  had  pass'd ; 

And  I  loved  her,  that  she  did  pity  them. 

This  only  is  the  mtchcraft  I  have  used ; 

Here  comes  the  lady,  let  her  witness  it. 

ISnter  DesdemoNA,  IagO,  and  Attendants. 

DtiTce.  I  think,  this  tale  would  win  my  daughter  too. — 
Good  Brabantio, 

Take  up  this  mangled  matter  at  the  best : 
]Men  do  their  broken  weapons  rather  use, 
Than  their  bare  hands. 

Bra.  I  pray  you,  hear  her  speak ; 
If  she  confess,  that  she  was  half  the  wooer. 
Destruction  on  my  head,  if  my  bad  blame 

*  My  behaviour.  +  Caves  and  dens.  %  Parts. 

§  Attentively. 
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Light  on  the  man  ! — Come  hither,  gentle  mistress ; 
Do  you  perceive  in  all  this  noble  company, 
"Where  most  you  owe  obedience  ? 

Bes.  My  noble  father, 
I  do  perceive  here  a  divided  duty : 
To  you,  I  am  bound  for  life  and  education ; 
My  life  and  education,  both  do  learn  me 
How  to  respect  you  ;  you  are  the  lord  of  duty, 
1  am  hitherto  your  daughter :  But  here's  my  husband ; 
And  so  much  duty  as  my  mother  show'd 
To  you,  preferring  you  before  her  father. 
So  much  I  challenge  that  I  may  profess 
Due  to  the  Moor  my  lord. 

B-i-a.  God  be  with  you !  I  have  done : — 
Please  it  your  grace,  on  to  the  state  affairs  ; 
I  had  rather  to  adopt  a  child,  than  get  it. — 
Come  hither.  Moor : 

I  here  do  give  thee  that  with  all  my  heart 
"Which,  but  thou  hast  already,  with  all  my  heart 
I  would  keep  from  thee. — For  your  sake,  jewel, 
I  am  glad  at  soul  I  have  no  other  child  ; 
Por  thy  escape  would  teach  me  tjTanny, 
To  hang  clogs  on  them. — I  have  done,  my  lord. 

Duke.  Let  me  speak  like  yourself;*  and  lay  a  sentence, 
"Which  as  a  grise,t  or  step,  may  help  these  lovers 
Into  your  favours. 

When  remedies  are  past,  the  griefs  are  ended. 
By  seeing  the  worst,  which  late  on  hopes  depended. 
To  mourn  a  mischief  that  is  past  and  gone. 
Is  the  next  way  to  draw  new  mischief  on. 
"What  cannot  be  preserved  when  fortune  takes. 
Patience  her  injury  a  mockery  makes. 
The  robb'd,  that  smiles,  steals  something  from  the  thief- 
He  robs  himself,  that  spends  a  bootless  grief. 

Bra.  So  let  the  Turk  of  Cyprus  us  beguile ; 
"We  lose  it  not,  so  long  as  we  can  smile. 
He  bears  the  sentence  well,  that  nothing  bears 
But  the  free  comfort  which  from  thence  he  hears : 
But  he  bears  both  the  sentence  and  the  sorrow. 
That,  to  pay  grief,  must  of  poor  patience  borrow. 
These  sentences,  to  sugar,  or  to  gall. 
Being  strong  on  both  sides,  are  equivocal : 
But  words  are  words ;  I  never  yet  did  hear. 
That  the  bruised  heart  was  pierced  through  the  ear.  X 
I  humbly  beseech  you,  proceed  to  the  affairs  of  state. 

DuJce.  The  Turk  with  a  most  mighty  preparation  makes  fur 
Cji^rus :— Othello,  the  fortitude  of  the  place  is  best  known  to 
you :  And  though  we  have  there  a  substitute  of  most  allowed 
suiUciency,  yet  opinion,  a  sovereign  mistress  of  eflects,  throws  a 
more  safer  voice  on  you  :  you  must  therefore  be  content  to  slub- 

*/.  e.  as  you  yourself  should  speak.  t  Grudus,  iXcsxec. 

j  I.  e.  consoled  by  words. 
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l)cr  *  the  gloss  of  j'our  new  fortunes  with  this  more  stubborn  and 
boisterous  expedition. 

0th.  The  tyrant  custom,  most  grave  senators. 
Hath  made  the  flinty  and  steel  couch  of  war 
My  thric«-driven  bed  of  down  :  I  do  agnize  t 
A  natural  and  prompt  alacrity, 
I  find  in  hardness  ;  and  do  undertake 
These  present  wars  against  the  Ottomites. 
Most  humbly  therefore  bending  to  your  state, 
I  crave  fit  disposition  for  my  wife  ; 
Due  reference  of  place  and  exhibition.  X 
"With  such  accommodation,  and  besort, 
As  levels  with  her  breeding. 

DiiJce.  If  you  please, 
Be't  at  her  father's. 

£ra.  I'll  not  have  it  so. 

Ofh.  Nor  I. 

Des.  Nor  I ;  I  would  not  there  reside. 
To  put  my  father  in  impatient  thouglits, 
3}y  being  in  his  eye.    Most  gracious  duke. 
To  my  unfolding  lend  a  gracious  ear ; 
And  let  me  find  a  charter  §  in  your  voice, 
To  assist  my  simpleness. 

Duke.  "What  would  you,  Desderaona  ? 

Des.  That  I  did  love  the  Moor  to  live  with  him, 
My  downright  violence  and  scorn  of  fortunes 
May  trumpet  to  the  world  ;  my  heart 's  subdued 
Even  to  the  very  quality  of  my  lord : 
I  saw  Othello's  visage  in  his  mind ; 
And  to  his  honours,  and  his  valiant  parts. 
Did  I  my  soul  and  fortunes  consecrate. 
So  that,  dear  lords,  if  I  be  left  behind, 
A  moth  of  peace,  and  he  go  to  the  war, 
The  rights  for  which  I  love  him  are  bereft  me, 
And  I  a  hea^-y  interim  shall  support 
By  his  dear  absence  :  Let  me  go  with  him. 

Ofh.  Your  voices,  lords : — 'beseech  you,  let  her  will 
Have  a  free  way. 

Avouch  with  me,  heaven  ;  I  therefore  beg  it  not 
To  please  the  palate  of  my  ajjpetite. 
Nor  to  comply  with  heat  (the  young  afiects,  'I 
In  me  defunct)  and  proper  satisfaction ; 
But  to  be  free  and  bounteous  to  her  mind : 
And  heaven  defend^  your  good  souls,  that  you  think 
I  will  your  serious  and  great  ])usiness  scant, 
For  **  she  is  ^^itll  me  :  No,  when  light-wing'd  toys 
Of  feather'd  Cupid  seel  tt  with  wanton  duluess 
!My  speculative  and  active  instruments. 
That  my  disports  corrupt  and  taint  my  business. 
Let  housewives  make  a  skillet  ;J;+  of  my  helm,  §§ 

*  Obscure.  t  Acknowledge.  t  Allowance.  4  Privilege. 

ii  Affections.         «J  Forbid.  **  Because.  ft  Blind. 

Jt  A  small  kettle.  §i  Helmet. 
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And  all  indign  and  base  adversities 
Make  head  against  my  estimation  ! 

Buke.  Be  it  as  you  shall  privately  determine. 
Either  for  her  stay,  or  going :  the  affair  cries — hasto, 
And  speed  must  answer  it ;  you  must  hence  to-night. 

Des.  To-night,  my  lord  ? 

Bv.ke.  This  night. 

0th.  With  all  my  heart. 

Biike.  At  nine  i'  the  morning  here  we'll  meet  again. 
Othello,  leave  some  officer  behind, 
And  he  shall  our  commission  bring  to  you  ; 
With  such  tilings  else  of  quality  and  respect, 
As  doth  import  you. 

OtJi.  Please  your  grace,  my  ancient ; 
A  man  he  is  of  honesty  and  trust : 
To  his  conveyance  I  assign  my  wife, 
With  what  else  needful  your  good  grace  shall  think 
To  be  sent  after  me. 

Buke.  Let  it  be  so. — 
Good  night  to  every  one. — And,  noble  Signior,  [lb  Eeabantio. 
If  virtue  no  delighted  beauty  lack, 
Your  son-in-law  is  far  more  fair  than  black. 

1  Sen.  .Idieu,  brave  Moor !  use  Desdemona  well. 

JBra.  Look  to  her,  ]\Ioor  !  have  a  quick  eye  to  see ; 
She  has  deceived  her  father,  and  may  thee. 

\_Exeunt  DuKE,  Sknatobs,  Officeks,  S^c. 

0th.  My  life  upon  her  faith. — Honest  lago. 
My  Desdemona  must  I  leave  to  thee. 
I  pr'ythee,  let  thy  wife  attend  on  her ; 
And  bring  them  after  in  the  best  advantage. — 
C!ome,  Desdemona ;  I  have  but  an  hour 
Of  love,  of  worldly  matters,  and  direction. 
To  spend  ^^ith  thee,  we  must  obey  the  time. 

{Exeunt  OthELLO  and  Desdemoxa. 

Hod.  lago. 

lago.  "\^^hat  say"st  thou,  noble  heart  ? 

Rod.  What  will  I  do,  thinkest  thou  ? 

lago.  Why,  go  to  bed,  and  sleep. 

Sod.  I  will  incontinently*  droMTi  myself. 

lago.  Well,  if  thou  dost,  I  shall  never  love  thee  after  it.  T\'liy, 
thou  silly  gentleman ! 

Eod.  It  is  silliness  to  live,  when  to  live  is  a  torment :  and  then 
have  we  a  prescription  to  die,  when  death  is  our  physician. 

lago.  O  villauous  !  I  have  looked  upon  the  world  for  four  times 
seven  years  ;  and  since  I  could  distinguish  between  a  benefit  and 
an  injury,  I  never  found  a  man  that  knew  how  to  love  himself. 
Ere  I  would  say,  I  would  drown  myself  for  the  love  of  a  Guinea 
hen,t  I  would  change  my  humanity  with  a  baboon. 

Eod.  What  should  I  do  ?  I  confess,  it  is  my  shame  to  be  so 
fond ;  but  it  is  not  in  virtue  to  amend  it. 

lago.  Virtue  ?  a  fig  !  'tis  in  ourselves,  that  we  are  thus,  or 
*  Immediately.  f  Prostitute. 
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thus.  Our  bodies  are  our  gardens ;  to  tlie  which  our  wills  are 
gardeners  :  so  that  if  we  will  plant  nettles,  or  sow  lettuce  ;  set 
hyssop,  and  weed  up  thyme ;  supply  it  with  one  gender  of  herbs, 
or  distract  it  with  many ;  either  to  have  it  steril  with  idleness, 
or  manured  with  industry ;  why,  the  power  and  corrigible  au- 
thority of  this  lies  in  our  wills.  If  the  balance  of  our  lives  had 
not  one  scale  of  reason  to  poise  another  of  sensuality,  the  blood 
and  baseness  of  our  natures  would  conduct  us  to  most  pre- 
posterous conclusions :  But  we  have  reason  to  cool  our  raging 
motions,  our  carnal  stings,  our  unbitted  lusts :  whereof  I  take 
this,  that  you  call — love,  to  be  a  sect,  *  or  scion. 

Rod.  It  cannot  be. 

lago.  It  is  merely  a  lust  of  the  blood,  and  a  permission  of  the 
will.  Come,  be  a  man :  Drown  thyself  ?  drown  cats,  and  blind 
puppies.  I  have  professed  me  thy  friend,  and  I  confess  me  knit 
to  thy  deserving  with  cables  of  perdurable  toughness ;  I  could 
never  better  stead  thee  than  now.  Put  money  in  thy  purse ; 
follow  these  wars ;  defeat  thy  favour  with  an  usurped  beard ;  f 
I  say,  put  money  in  thy  purse.  It  canno^j  be,  that  Desdemona 
should  long  continue  her  love  to  the  Moor, — put  money  in  thy 
purse ;  nor  he  his  to  her :  it  was  a  violent  commencement,  and 
thou  shalt  see  an  answerable  sequestration  •,% — put  but  money  in 
thy  purse. — These  Moors  are  changeable  m  their  wills ;  fill  thy 

})urse  with  money :  the  food  that  to  him  now  is  as  luscious  as 
ocusts,  shall  be  to  him  shortly  as  bitter  as  coloquintida.  She 
must  change  for  youth :  when  she  is  sated  with  his  body,  she  will 
find  the  error  of  her  choice. — She  must  have  change,  she  must : 
therefore  put  money  in  thy  purse. — If  thou  wilt  needs  damn  thy- 
self, do  it  a  more  delicate  way  than  drowning.  Make  all  the 
money  thou  canst :  If  sanctimony  and  a  frail  vow,  betv\ixt  an 
erring  §  barbarian  and  a  supersubtle  Venetian,  be  not  too  hard 
for  my  -nits,  and  all  the  tribe  of  hell,  thou  shalt  enjoy  her ;  there- 
fore make  money.  A  pox  of  drowning  thyself !  it  is  clean  out 
of  the  way :  seek  thou  rather  to  be  hanged  in  compassing  thy  joy, 
than  to  be  dro^vned  and  go  without  her. 

Mod.  Wilt  thou  be  fast  to  my  hopes,  if  I  depend  on  the  issue  ? 

lago.  Thou  art  sure  of  me ; — Go,  make  money : — I  have  told 
thee  often,  and  I  re-tell  thee  again  and  again,  I  hate  the  Moor ; 
My  cause  is  hearted  :  thine  hath  no  less  reason  :  Let  us  be  con- 
junctive in  our  revenge  against  him :  if  thou  canst  cuckold  him, 
thou  dost  thyself  a  pleasure  and  n.e  a  sport.  There  are  many 
events  in  the  womb  of  time,  which  will  be  delivered.  Traverse ;  1| 
go ;  provide  thy  money.  We  will  have  more  of  this  to-morrow. 
Adieu. 

Rod.  Where  shall  we  meet  i'  the  morning  ? 

lago.  At  my  lodging. 

Rod.  I'll  be  with  thee  betimes. 

lago.  Go  to  ;  farewell.    Do  you  hear,  Eoderigo  ? 

Rod.  What  say  you  ? 

lago.  No  more  of  drowning,  do  you  hear. 

*  Cutting.  t  Change  your  countenance  with  a  false  beard. 

X  Corresponding  separation.  §  Wandering.  |  March. 
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Rod.  I  am  changed.    I'll  sell  all  my  land. 

lago.  Go  to ;  farewell :  put  money  enough  in  your  purse. 

lExit  llODEEIGO. 

Thus  do  I  ever  make  my  fool  my  purse : 

For  I  mine  own  gain'd  knowledge  should  profane, 

If  I  would  time  expend  with  such  a  snipe, 

Eut  for  my  sport  and  profit.    I  hate  the  Moor ; 

And  it  is  thought  abroad,  that  'twixt  my  sheets 

He  has  done  my  office :  1  know  not  if  "t  be  true  ; 

But  I,  for  mere  suspicion  in  that  kind, 

"Will  do,  as  if  for  suretj'.    He  holds  *  mc  w^ell : 

The  better  shall  my  purpose  work  on  him. 

■Cassio  's  a  proper  man :  Let  me  see  now : 

To  get  his  place,  and  to  plume  up  my  will ; 

A  double  knavery, — How  ?  how  ? — Let  me  see : 

After  some  time,  to  abuse  Othello's  ear, 

That  he  is  too  familiar  with  his  wife : — 

He  hath  a  person,  and  a  smooth  dispose. 

To  be  suspected  ;  framed  to  make  Avomen  false. 

The  ]\Ioor  is  of  a  free  and  open  nature, 

That  thinks  men  honest  that  but  seem  to  he  so  ; 

And  will  as  tenderly  be  led  by  the  nose. 

As  asses  are. 

I  have't, — it  is  engender'd  : — Hell  and  night 

jMust  bring  this  monstrous  birth  to  the  world's  light.  [E.v/i. 


ACT  11. 


/SC-ExYE  I.— A  Sc^a-port  Town  in  CypkUS.    A  Plaiform. 
Enter  MoNTAXO  and  Two  Gentlemen. 
Mon.  "What  from  the  cape  can  you  discern  at  sea  ? 

1  Gent.  Nothing  at  all :  it  is  a  high- wrought  flood  ; 
I  cannot,  'twixt  the  heaven  and  the  main, 

Descry  a  sail. 

3Ion.  Jlethinks,  the  wind  hath  spoke  aloud  at  land : 
A  fuller  blast  ne'er  shook  our  battlements : 
If  it  hath  ruffian'd  so  upon  the  sea, 
"What  ribs  of  oak,  when  mountains  melt  on  them. 
Can  hold  the  mortise  ?  what  shall  we  hear  of  this  ? 

2  Gent.  A  segregation  of  the  Turkish  fleet : 
Por  do  but  stand  upon  the  foaming  shore, 
"The  chiding  billow  seems  to  pelt  the  clouds  ; 

The  wind-shaked  surge,  with  high  and  monstrous  main. 
Seems  to  cast  water  on  the  burning  bear, 
And  quench  the  guards  of  the  ever-fixed  pole  : 
I  never  did  like  molestation  view 
On  til'  encliafed  flood. 

Mon.  If  that  the  Turkish  fleet 
]3e  not  inshelter'd  and  embay'd,  they  are  drown'd ; 
It  ia  impossible  they  bear  it  out. 

*  Esteems. 
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Unter  a  iJdrd  GENTLEMAN. 

3  Gent.  News,  lords !  our  wars  are  done ; 
The  desperate  tempest  hath  so  bang'd  the  Turks, 
That  there  designment  halts :  A  noble  ship  of  Venice 
Hath  seen  a  grievous  ^\Teck  and  sufferance 
On  most  part  of  their  fleet. 

Mon.  How !  is  this  true  ? 

3  Oent.  The  ship  is  here  put  in, 
A  Veronese ;  Michael  Cassio, 
Lieutenant  to  the  warlike  ]Moor,  Othello, 
Is  come  on  shore  :  the  Moor  himself 's  at  sea, 
And  is  in  full  commission  here  for  Cyprus. 

Mon.  I  am  glad  on't ;  'tis  a  w^orthy  governor. 

3  Oent.  But  this  same  Cassio,  though  lie  speak  of  comfort, 
Touching  the  Turkish  loss, — yet  he  looks  sadly, 
And  prays  the  Moor  be  safe  ;  for  they  were  parted 
With  foul  and  violent  tempest. 

Mon.  'Pray  heaven  he  be ; 
For  I  have  served  hini,  and  the  man  commands 
Like  afall*  soldier.    Let's  to  the  sea-side,  ho  ! 
As  well  to  see  the  vessel  that's  come  in. 
As  throw  out  our  eyes  for  brave  Othello ; 
Even  till  we  make  the  main,  and  the  aerial  blue, 
An  indistinct  regard. 

3  Oent.  Come,  let's  do  so ; 
For  every  minute  is  expectancy 
Of  more  arrivance. 

jEnter  Cassio. 

Cas.  Thanks  to  the  valiant  of  this  warlike  isle, 
That  so  approve  the  Moor ;  O,  let  the  heavens 
(jive  him  defence  against  the  elements, 
For  I  have  lost  him  on  a  dangerous  sea  ! 

Mon.  Is  he  well  shipp'd  ? 

Cas.  His  bark  is  stoutly  timber'd,  and  his  pilot 
Of  very  expert  and  approved  allowance  ;t 
Therefore  my  hopes,  not  surfeited  to  death. 
Stand  in  bold  cure.  J 

[  irithin.]  A  sail,  a  sail,  a  sail ! 

Enter  another  GENTLEMAN. 
Cas.  What  noise  ? 

4  Gent.  The  town  is  empty ;  on  the  brow  o'  the  sea 
Stand  ranks  of  people,  and  they  cry — a  sail. 

Cas.  My  hopes  do  shape  him  for  the  governor. 

2  Gent.  They  do  discharge  their  shot  of  courtesy : 

[_Guns  heard. 
Our  friends,  at  least. 

Cas.  I  pray  you.  Sir,  go  forth, 
And  give  us  truth  who  'tis  that  is  arrived. 

2  Gent.  1  shall.  lExit. 

*  Complete.  t  Allowed  and  approved  cxpertness. 

t  Erect  themselves  in  full  confidence. 
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Mon.  But,  good  lieutenant,  is  your  s^eneral  wived  ? 

Cos.  Most  fortunately  :  he  hath  achieved  a  maid 
That  paragons  description,  and  wild  fame ; 
One  that  excels  the  quirks  of  blazoning  pens. 
And  in  the  essential*  vesture  of  creation. 
Does  bear  all  excellency. — How  now  ?  who  has  put  in  ? 

He-enter  second  GentlemaK. 

2  Gent.  'Tis  one  lago,  ancient  to  the  general. 

Cas.  He  has  had  most  favourable  and  happy  speed : 
Tempests  themselves,  high  seas,  and  howling  winds, 
The  gutter'd  rocks,  and  congregated  sands, — 
Traitors  ensteep'd  to  clog  the  guiltless  keel, — 
As  having  sense  of  beauty,  do  omit 
Their  mortalf  natures,  letting  go  safely  by 
The  divine  Desdemona. 

Mon.  AVhat  is  she  ? 

Ca.9.  She  that  I  spake  of,  our  great  captain's  csptain. 
Left  in  the  conduct  of  the  bold  lago ; 
Whose  footing  here  anticipates  our  thoughts, 
A  se'enight's  speed. — Great  Jove,  Othello  guard, 
And  swell  his  sail  with  thine  own  powerful  breath ; 
That  he  may  bless  this  bay  with  his  tall  ship. 
Make  love's  quick  pants  in  Dcsdemona's  arms. 
Give  renew'd  fire  to  our  extincted  spirits. 
And  bring  all  Cyprus  comfort ! — 0,  behold, 

i:nter  Desdemona,  Emilia,  Iago,  Eodekigo,  and 
Attendants. 
The  riches  of  the  ship  is  come  on  shore  ! 
Ye  men  of  Cyprus,  let  her  have  your  knees ; — 
Hail  to  thee,  lady  !  and  the  grace  of  heaven. 
Before,  behind  thee,  and  on  every  hand, 
Enwheel  thee  round. 

Bes.  I  thank  you,  valiant  Cassio. 
'What  tidings  can  you  tell  me  of  my  lord  ? 

Cas.  He  is  not  yet  arrived ;  nor  know  I  aught 
But  that  he's  well,  and  will  be  shortly  here. 

Bes.  O,  but  I  fear ; — How  lost  you  company  ? 

Cas.  The  great  contention  of  the  sea  and  skies 
Parted  our  fellcwship  :  But,  hark  !  a  sail. 

[_Crij  within  A  .sail,  a  sail !   Then  guns  heard. 

2  Gent.  They  give  their  greeting  to  the  citadel : 
This  likewise  is  a  friend. 

Cas.  See  for  the  news.  iExit  Gentleiiax. 

Good  ancient,  you  are  welcome ; — "Welcome,  mistress  : — 

[To  Emilia. 
Let  it  not  gall  your  patience,  good  lago, 
That  I  extend  my  manners :  'tis  my  breeding 
That  gives  me  this  bold  show  of  courtesy.  [Kissing  her. 

Iago.  Sir,  would  she  give  you  so  much  of  her  lips, 

*  Real.  t  DeatUy,  destructive. 
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As  of  her  tongue  she  oft  bestows  on  mc, 
You'd  have  enough. 

Des.  Alas,  she  has  no  speech. 

lago.  In  faith,  too  much  ; 
I  find  it  still,  when  I  have  list*  to  sleep  : 
Marry,  before  your  ladyship,  I  grant, 
She  puts  her  tongue  a  little  in  her  heart. 
And  chides  with  thinking. 

Emil.  You  have  little  cause  to  say  so. 

lago.  Come  on,  come  on  ;  you  are  pictures  out  of  door>, 
Bells  in  your  parlours,  wild  cats  in  your  kitchen?. 
Saints  in  your  injuries,  devils  being  offended. 
Players  in  your  housewifery,  and  housewives  in  your  bods. 

Ues.  O,  fie  upon  thee,  slanderer  ! 

^lago.  jNaj-,  it  is  true,  or  else  I  am  a  Turk ; 
You  rise  to  play,  and  go  to  bed  to  work. 

JSmil.  You  shall  not  write  my  praise. 

lago.  Xo,  let  me  not. 

Des.  Whatwouldstthouwriteof mo,  if thoushouldst  praijc mc ? 

lago.  O  gentle  lady,  do  not  put  me  to't ; 
For  I  am  nothing,  if  not  critical,  f 

Des.  Come  on,  a^say : — There's  one  gone  to  the  harbour  ? 

lago.  Ay,  Madam. 

Des.  I  am  not  merry ;  but  I  do  beguile 
The  thing  I  am,  by  seeming  othermse. — 
Come,  how  wouldst  thou  praise  mo  ? 

lago.  I  am  about  it ;  but,  indeed,  my  invention 
Comes  from  my  pate,  as  birdlime  does  from  frize, 
It  plucks  out  brains  and  all ;  But  my  muse  labours. 
And  thus  she  is  deliver'd. 
If  she  be  fair  and  wise, — fairness,  and  wit. 
The  one's  for  use,  the  other  useth  it. 

Des.  Well  praised  !    How  if  she  be  black  and  witty  ? 

lago.  If  she  be  black,  and  thereto  have  a  wit. 
She'll  find  a  white  that  shall  her  blackness  fit. 

Des.  T\'orse  and  worse. 

Emil.  How,  if  fair  and  foolish  ? 

lago.  She  never  yet  was  foolish  that  was  fair ; 
For  even  her  folly  help'd  her  to  an  heir. 

Des.  These  are  old  fond  J  paradoxes,  to  make  fools  laugh  i'  the 
alehouse.  "What  miserable  praise  hast  thou  for  her  that's  foul 
and  foolish  ? 

lago.  There's  none  so  foul,  and  foolish  thereunto, 
But  does  foul  pranks  which  fair  and  wise  ones  do. 

Des.  O  heavy  ignorance  ! — thou  praisest  the  worst  be?t.  But 
what  praise  ceuldst  thou  bestow  on  a  deserving  woman  indeed  ! 
one,  that,  in  the  authority  of  her  merit,  did  justly  put  on  the 
vouch  of  every  malice  itself? 

lago.  She  that  was  ever  fair,  and  never  proud ; 
Had  tongue  at  will,  and  yet  was  never  loud ; 
Never  lack'd  gold,  and  yet  went  never  gay ; 

*  Desire.  t  Censorious.  t  Foolisk. 
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Fled  from  lier  wisli,  and  yet  said, — now  I  may  ; 
She  that,  being  anger'd,  her  revenge  being  nigh, 
Eade  her  wrong  stay,  and  her  displeasure  fly ; 
She,  that  in  wisdom  never  was  so  frail, 
To  change  the  cod's  head  for  the  salmon's  tail ; 
She  that  could  think,  and  ne'er  disclose  her  mind, 
See  suitors  following,  and  not  look  behind ; 
She  was  a  wight, — if  ever  such  wight  were, — 

Bes.  To  do  what  ? 

lago.  To  suckle  fools,  and  chronicle  small  beer. 

Des.  O  most  lame  and  impotent  conclusion  ! — Do  not  learn  of 
him,  Emilia,  though  he  be  thy  husband. — How  say  you,  Cassio  ? 
is  he  not  a  most  profane  and  liberal*  counsellor  ? 

Cas.  He  speaks  home,  ^ladam ;  you  may  relish  him  more  in 
the  soldier,  than  in  the  scholar. 

lago  \_a^ide'].  He  takes  her  by  the  palm:  Ay,  well  said ;  whis- 
per :  with  as  little  a  web  as  thi.s,  will  I  ensnare  as  great  a  fly  as 
Cassio.  Ay,  smile  upon  her,  do ;  T  will  gyve  thee  in  thine  own 
courtship.  You  say  true ;  'tis  so  indeed  :  if  such  tricks  as  these 
strip  you  out  of  your  lieutenancy,  it  had  been  better  you  had 
not  kissed  your  three  fingers  so  oft,  which  now  again  you  are 
"most  apt  to  play  the  Sir  in.f  Very  good ;  well  kissed  !  an  excel- 
lent courtesy !  'tis  so,  indeed.     Yet  again  your  fingers  to  your 

lips  ?  would   that  they  were  clyster-pipes  for  your  sake ! 

\_Trumpet.~\     The  Moor,  I  know  his  trumpet. 

Cas.  'Tis  truly  so. 

Des.  Let's  meet  him  and  receive  him. 

Cas.  Lo,  where  he  comes  ! 

Enter  OTHELLO,  and  Attendants. 

Olh.  O  my  f^iir  warrior  ! 

Des.  My  dear  Othello  ! 

0th.  It  gives  me  wonder  great  as  my  content 
To  see  you  here  before  me.    O  ray  soul's  joy ! 
If  after  every  tempest  come  such  calms, 
]May  the  winds  blow  till  they  have  waken'd  death  ! 
And  let  the  labourinir  bark  climb  hills  of  seas, 
Olympus-high  ;  and  Suck  again  as  low 
As  hell 's  from  heaven  !  If  it  were  now  to  die, 
'Twere  now  to  be  most  happy ;  for,  I  fear, 
My  soul  hath  Ler  content  so  absolute, 
That  not  another  comfort  like  to  this 
Succeeds  in  unknown  fate. 

Des.  The  heavens  forbid, 
But  that  our  loves  and  comforts  should  increase, 
Even  as  our  days  do  grow  ! 

0th.  Amen  to  that,  sweet  powers  ! — 
I  cannot  speak  enough  of  this  content. 
It  stops  me  here ;  it  is  too  much  of  joy : 

And  this,  and  this,  the  greatest  discords  bo,  [Kissing  her. 

That  e'er  our  hearts  shall  make  ! 

*  Licentious,  free-spoken.  t  Sliow  off  your  g-allantr)-. 


SCENE  I.]  OTHELLO,  THE  MOOE  OF  VENICE.  501 

lago.  O,  you  are  well  tuiied  now  ! 
But  I'll  set  down  the  pegs  that  make  this  music, 
As  honest  as  I  am.  \_Aiside. 

0th.  Come,  let's  to  the  castle. — 
News,  friends ;  our  wars  are  done,  the  Turks  are  drown'd. 
How  do  our  old  acquaintance  of  this  isle  ? — 
Honey,  you  shall  be  well  desired*  in  Cyprus, 
I  have  found  great  love  amongst  them.    O  my  sweet, 
I  prattle  out  of  fashion,  t  and  I  dote 
In  mine  own  comforts. — I  pr'ythee,  good  lago, 
Go  to  the  bay,  and  disembark  my  coffers : 
Bring  thou  the  master  to  the  citadel ; 
He  is  a  good  one,  and  his  worthiness 
Does  challenge  much  respect. — Come,  Desdemona, 
Once  more  well  met  at  Cyprus. 

\  Exeunt  Othello,  Desdemona,  and  Attendants. 

lago.  Do  thou  meet  me  presently  at  the  harbour.  Come  hither. 
If  thou  be'st  valiant,— as  (they  say)  base  men,  being  in  love,  have 
then  a  nobility  in  their  natures  more  than  is  native  to  them, — 
list  me.  J  The  lieutenant  to-night  watches  on  the  court  of 
guard : — First,  I  must  tell  thee  this — Desdemona  is  directly  in 
love  with  him. 

Bod.  "With  him  ?  why,  'tis  not  possible. 

lago.  Lay  thy  finger — thus,  and  let  thy  soul  be  instructed. 
Mark  me  with  what  violence  she  first  loved  the  Moor,  but  for 
bragging,  and  telling  her  fantastical  lies :  And  will  she  love  him 
still  for  prating  ?  let  not  thy  discreet  heart  think  it.  Her  eye 
must  be  fed ;  and  what  delight  shall  she  have  to  look  on  the 
devil  ?  When  the  blood  is  made  dull  with  the  act  of  sport,  there 
should  be, — again  to  inflame  it,  and  to  give  satiety  a  fresh  appetite, 
— loveliness  in  favour ;  sympathy  in  years,  manners,  and  beauties ; 
all  which  the  Moor  is  defective  in  :  Now,  for  want  of  these  re- 
quired conveniences,  her  delicate  tenderness  will  find  itself 
abused,  begin  to  heave  the  gorge,  disrelish  and  abhor  the  Moor ; 
very  nature  will  instruct  her  in  it,  and  compel  her  to  some 
second  choice.  Now,  Sir,  this  granted  (as  it  is  a  most  pregnant 
and  unforced  position),  who  stands  so  eminently  in  the  degree  of 
this  fortune,  as  Cassio  does  ?  a  knave  very  voluble ;  no  further 
conscionable,  than  in  putting  on  the  mere  form  of  civil  and  hu- 
mane seeming,  for  the  better  compassing  of  his  snlt  and  most 
hidden  loose  affection  ?  "Why,  none ;  why,  none :  A  slippery  and 
subtle  knave ;  a  finder  out  of  occasions ;  that  has  an  eye  can 
stamp  and  counterfeit  advantages,  though  true  advantage  never 
present  itself:  A  devilish  knave  !  besides,  the  knave  is  handsome, 
young ;  and  hath  all  those  requisites  in  him,  that  folly  and  green  § 
minds  look  after :  A  pestilent  complete  knave ;  and  the  woman 
hath  found  him  already. 

Rod.  I  cannot  believe  that  in  her ;  she  is  full  of  most  blessed 
condition.il 

lago.  Blessed  fig's  end !  the  wine  she  drinks  is  made  of  grapes : 

•  Much  invited  out.  f  Out  of  method.  t  Listen  to  me. 

§  Unripe.  li  Disposition. 
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if  she  had  been  blessed,  she  would  never  have  loved  the  Moor : 
Blessed  pudding  !  didst  thou  not  see  her  paddle  with  the  palm  of 
his  hand  ?  didst  not  mark  that  ? 

Rod.  Yes,  that  I  did ;  but  that  was  but  courtesy. 

lago.  Lechery,  by  this  hand ;  an  index,  and  obscure  prologue 
to  the  history  of  lust  and  foul  thoughts.  They  met  so  near  with 
their  lips,  that  their  breaths  embraced  together.  Yillanous 
thoughts,  Roderigo  !  when  these  mutualities  so  martial  the  way, 
hard  at  hand  comes  the  master  and  main  exercise,  and  incorpo- 
rate conclusion :  Pish !— But,  .Sir,  be  you  ruled  by  me :  I  have 
brought  you  from  Venice.  Watch  you  to-night ;  for  the  com- 
mand, rll  lay't  upon  you :  Cassio  knows  you  not ; — I'll  not  be 
far  from  you  :  Do  you  find  some  occasion  Xo  anger  Cassio,  either 
by  speaking  too  loud,  or  tainting  *  his  discipline ;  or  from  what 
other  course  you  please,  which  the  time  shall  more  favourably 
minister. 

Eod.  Well. 

lago.  Sir,  he  is  rash,  and  very  sudden  in  choler :  and,  haply 
with  his  truncheon  may  strike  at  you :  Provoke  him,  that  he 
may:  for,  even  out  of  that,  will  I  cause  these  of  Cyprus  to 
mutiny ;  whose  qualification  shall  come  into  no  true  taste  agaiu,t 
but  by  the  displanting  of  Cassio.  So  shall  you  have  a  shorter 
journey  to  your  desires,  by  the  means  I  shall  then  have  to  prefer  + 
them;  and  the  impediment  most  profitably  removed,  without  the 
which  there  were  no  expectation  of  our  prosperity. 

Rod.  I  will  do  this,  if  I  can  bring  it  to  any  opportunity. 

lago.  I  warrant  thee.  Meet  me  by-and-by  at  the  citadel :  I 
must  fetch  his  necessaries  ashore.    Farewell. 

Rod.  Adieu.  l^Exit. 

lago.  That  Cassio  loves  her,  I  do  well  believe  it ; 
That  she  loves  him,  'tis  apt,  and  of  great  credit : 
The  Moor — howbeit  that  I  endure  him  not, — 
Is  of  a  constant,  loving,  noble  nature  ; 
And  I  dare  think,  he'll  prove  to  Desdemona 
A  most  dear  husband.    Now  I  do  love  her  too  ; 
Not  out  of  absolute  lust  (though,  peradventure, 
I  stand  accountant  for  as  great  a  sin), 
But  partly  led  to  diet  my  revenge, 
Por  that  I  do  suspect  the  lusty  Moor 
Hath  leap'd  into  my  seat ;  the  thought  whereof 
Doth,  like  a  poisonous  mineral,  gnaw  my  inwards ; 
And  nothing  can  or  shall  content  my  soul. 
Till  I  am  even  with  him,  wife  for  wife ; 
Or,  failing  so,  yet  that  I  put  the  Moor 
At  least  into  a  jealousy  so  strong 
That  judgment  cannot  cure.    Which  thing  to  do, — 
If  this  poor  trash  of  Venice,  whom  I  trace 
Por  his  quick  hunting,  stand  the  putting  on, 
I'll  have  our  Michael  Cassio  on  tlie  hip ; 
Abuse  him  to  the  Moor  in  the  rank  garb,  § — 
Por  I  fear  Cassio  with  my  night-cap  too  ; 

*  Slighting'.  I  Whose  return  tn  discipline  jliaU  on!v  i)e 

I  To  advance  them.  §  Grossly. 
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Make  the  Moor  thank  me,  love  me,  and  reward  me. 

For  making  liim  egregiously  an  ass, 

And  practising  upon  his  peace  and  quiet 

Even  to  madness.    'Tis  here,  but  yet  confused ; 

Knavery's  plain  face  is  never  seen  till  used.  [Fxif. 

SCEXE  II— A  Street. 

Enter  a  HeeaLD,  ivitJi  a  Proclamation;  People foUoiving. 

Her.  It  is  Othello's  pleasure,  our  noble  and  valiant  general, 
that,  upon  certain  tidings  now  arrived,  importing  the  mere* 
perdition  of  the  Turkish  fleet,  every  man  put  himself  into 
triumph ;  some  to  dance,  some  to  make  bonfires,  each  man  to 
what  sport  and  revel  his  addiction  leads  him ;  for,  besides  these 
beneficial  news,  it  is  the  celebration  of  his  nuptials  :  So  much 
was  his  pleasure  should  be  proclaimed.  All  offices  t  are  open ; 
and  there  is  full  liberty  of  feasting,  from  this  present  hour  of  five, 
till  the  bell  hath  told  eleven.  Heaven  bless  the  isle  of  Cyprus, 
and  our  noble  general,  Othello  !  ^Exei'.nt. 

SCENE  III— A  Sail  in  the  Castle. 
Enter  OinELLO,  Desdemona,  Cassio,  and  Attendants. 

0th.  Good  Michael,  look  you  to  the  guard  to-night: 
Let's  teach  ourselves  that  honourable  stop, 
jS'ot  to  out-sport  discretion. 

Cas.  lago  hath  direction  what  to  do  ; 
But,  notwithstanding,  with  my  personal  eye 
Will  I  look  to't. 

0th.  lago  is  most  honest. 
Michael,  good  night :  To-morrow,  with  our  earliest. 
Let  me  have  speech  with  you. — Come,  my  dear  love. 
The  purchase  made,  the  fruits  are  to  ensue ;      {To  Desdemoxa. 
That  profit 's  yet  to  come  'twixt  me  and  you. — 
Good  night.  [Exeunt  Oxn.  Des.  and  Attendants. 

Enter  I  AGO. 

Cas.  Welcome,  lago :  We  must  to  the  watch. 

larfo.  Not  this  hour,  lieutenant ;  'tis  not  yet  ten  o'clock :  Our 
general  cast  t  us  thus  early,  for  the  l6ve'  of  his  Desdemona ; 
■\vhom  let  us  not  therefore  blame ;  he  hath  not  j^et  made  wanton 
the  night  with  her  :  and  she  is  sport  for  Jove. 

Cas.  She's  a  most  exquisite  lady. 

lago.  And,  I'll  warrant  her,  full  of  game. 

Cas.  Indeed,  she  is  a  most  fresh  and  delicate  creature. 

lago.  "What  an  eye  she  has  I  methinks  it  sounds  a  parley  of 
provocation. 

Cas.  An  inviting  eye  ;  and  yet  methinks  right  modest. 

lago.  And  when  she  speaks,  is  it  not  an  alarm  to  love  ? 

Cas.  She  is,  indeed,  perfection. 

lago.  "Well,  happiness  to  their  sheets !  Come,  lieutenant.  1 
have  a  stoop  of  wine ;  and  here  without  are  a  brace  of  Cj-prus 

*  Entire.  t   Rooms  in  the  castle.  J  Dismissed. 
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gallants,  that  would  fain  have  a  measure  to  the  health  of  the  black 
Othello. 

Cas.  Not  to-night,  good  la^o ;  I  have  very  poor  and  unhappy 
brains  for  drinking :  I  could  well  wish  courtesy  would  invent 
some  other  custom  of  entertainment. 

lago.  O,  they  are  our  friends ;  but  one  cup  ;  I'll  drink  for  you. 

Can.  I  have  drunk  but  one  cup  to-night,  and  that  was  craftily 
qualified  *  too,  and,  behold,  what  innovation  it  makes  here :  I  am 
unfortunate  in  the  infirmity,  and  dare  not  task  my  weakness  with 
any  more. 

lago.  "What,  man  !  'tis  a  night  of  revels ;  the  gallants  desire  it. 

Cas.  "Where  are  they  ? 

lago.  Here  at  the  door ;  I  pray  you,  call  them  in. 

Cas.  I'll  do't ;  but  it  dLslikes  me.  lExit  Cassio. 

lago.  If  I  can  fasten  but  one  cup  upon  him, 
"With  that  which  he  hath  drunk  to-night  already 
He'll  be  as  full  of  quarrel  and  otfence 
As  my  young  mistress'  dog.    Now,  my  sick  fool,  Roderigo, 
"Whom  love  has  turn'd  almost  the  wrong  side  outward. 
To  Desdemona  hath  to-nitiht  caroused 
Potations  pottle  deep  ;  and  he's  to  watch  : 
Three  lads  of  Cyprus, — noble  swelling  spirits, 
That  hold  their  honours  in  a  wary  distance, 
The  very  elements  of  this  warlike  isle, — 
Have  I  to-night  fluster'd  with  llowing  cups, 
And  they  watch  too.    Now,  'mongst  this  flock  of  drunkards 
Am  I  to  put  our  Cassio  in  some  action 
That  may  offend  the  isle : — But  here  they  come  : 
If  consequence  do  but  approve  my  dream, 
My  boat  sails  freely,  both  with  \\ind  and  stream. 

He-enter  Cassio,  with  him  MOXTANO  and  Gentlemen. 

Cas.  Tore  heaven  they  have  given  me  a  rouse  f  already. 

Mon.  Good  faith,  a  little  one ;  not  past  a  pint,  as  I  am  a  soldier. 

lago. — Some  wine,  ho  ! 

Ami  let  me  the  canalcin  clinic,  clink  ;  [Sings. 

And  let  me  th^  canalcin  clink : 
A  .soldier's  a  vian  ; 
A  life  's  but  a  span  ; 
Jf'hi/  then,  let  a  soldier  drink. 
Some  wine,  boys!  [Wine  brought  in. 

Cas.  'Fore  heaven,  an  excellent  song. 

lago.  I  learn'd  it  in  England,  where  (indeed)  they  are  most 
potent  in  potting :  your  Dane,  your  German,  and  your  swng- 
tx'Uied  Hollander, — Drink,  ho  ! — are  nothing  to  your  English. 

Cas.  Is  your  Englishman  so  expert  in  his  drinking  ? 

lago.  ^Vhy,  he  drinks  you,  with  facility,  your  Dane  doa'l 
drunk ;  he  sweats  not  to  overthrow  your  Ahnain  ;  he  gives  your 
Hollander  a  vomit  ere  the  next  pottle  can  l:>e  tilled. 

Cas.  To  the  health  of  our  general. 

Mon.  I  am  for  it,  lieutenant ;  and  I'll  do  you  justice. 

lago.  O  sv.eet  England ! 
*  Mixed  with  water.  t  A  little  more  than  enough. 
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King  Stephen  was  a  irorllii/  peer. 

His  breeches  cost  him  hvt  a  crown  ; 
He  held  them  sixpence  all  too  dear. 

With  that  he  call'd  the  tailor — town.  * 
He  icas  a  wight  of  high  renoioi. 

And  thou  art  but  of  low  degree  : 
'Tis  pride  that  pulls  the  country  down. 

Then  taV  thine  auld  cloak  about  thee. 

Some  wine,  ho  ! 

Cas.  Why,  this  is  a  more  exquisite  song  than  the  other. 

lago.  Will  you  hear  it  again  ? 

Cas.  No ;  for  I  hold  him  to  be  unworthy  of  his  place,  that  does 
those  things. — "Well, — Heaven's  above  all;  and  there  be  souls 
that  must  be  saved,  and  there  be  souls  must  not  be  saved. 

lago.  It's  true,  good  lieutenant. 

Cas.  For  mine  own  part, — no  offence  to  the  general,  or  any 
man  of  quality, — I  hope  to  be  saved. 

lago.  And  so  do  I  too,  lieutenant. 

Cas.  Ay,  but,  by  your  leave,  not  before  me  ;  the  lieutenant 
is  to  be  saved  before  the  ancient.  Let's  have  no  more  of 
this ;  let's  to  our  affairs. — Forgive  us  our  sins  ! — Gentlemen, 
let's  look  to  our  business.  Do  not  think,  gentlemen,  I  am 
drunk ; — this  is  my  ancient ; — this  is  my  right  hand,  and  this  is 
my  left  hand  : — I  am  not  drunk,  now ;  I  can  stand  well  enough, 
and  speak  well  enough. 

All.  Excellent  well. 

Cas.  "Why,  very  well,  then :  you  must  not  think  then  that  I 
am  drunk.  \_Exit. 

Mon.  To  the  platform,  masters  ;  come,  let's  set  the  watch. 

lago.  You  see  this  fellow,  tbat  is  gone  before ; — 
He  is  a  soldier,  fit  to  stand  by  Caisar 
And  give  direction :  and  do  but  see  his  vice ; 
'Tis  to  his  virtue  a  just  equinox, 
The  one  as  long  as  the  other :  'tis  pity  of  him. 
I  fear,  the  trust  Othello  puts  him  in. 
On  some  odd  time  of  his  infirmity 
Will  shake  this  island. 

Mon.  But  is  he  often  thus  ? 

lago.  'Tis  evermore  the  prologue  to  his  sleep : 
He'll  watch  the  horologe  a  double  set,  f 
If  drink  rock  not  his  cradle. 

3Ion.  It  were  well, 
The  general  were  put  in  mind  of  it. 
Perhaps,  he  sees  it  not ;  or  bis  good  nature 
Prizes  the  virtue  that  appears  in  Cassio, 
And  looks  not  on  his  evils  ;  is  not  this  true  ? 

Enter  EODEEIGO. 
lago.  How  now,  Eoderigo  ?  ^ Aside, 

I  pray  you,  after  the  lieutenant ;  go.  iHxit  Rodkkigo, 

Mon.  And  'tis  great  pity,  that  the  noble  Z\Ioor 

*  Sorry  fellow.  t  While  the  clock  strikes  four-and-twenty  hours. 
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Should  hazard  such  a  place,  as  his  own  second, 
With  one  of  an  ingraft*  infirmity  : 
It  were  an  honest  action,  to  say 
So  to  the  Moor. 

lago.  Not  I,  for  this  fair  island : 
I  do  love  Cassio  well ;  and  would  do  much 
To  cure  him  of  this  evil.    But  hark !  what  noise  ? 

[  Cnj  tvithin, — Help  !  help  I 

He-enter  Cassio,  driohuj  in  EODERIGO. 

Cas.  You  rogue  !  you  rascal ! 

Mon.  "What's  the  matter,  lieutenant  ? 

Cas.  A  knave  ! — teach  me  my  duty  ! 
I'll  heat  the  knave  into  a  twiggenf  bottle. 

Rod.  Beat  me ! 

Cas.  iJost  thou  prate,  rogue  ?  [/S/WZ.-i«.'7  IIoderigo. 

Mon.  Nay,  good  lieutenant,  \^Slaying  him. 

I  pr'iy  you,  Sir,  hold  your  hand. 

Cas.  Let  me  go.  Sir, 
Or  I'll  knock  you  o'er  the  mazzard. 

Mon.  Come,  come,  you're  drunk. 

Ca*.  Drunk!  {Thej/ftgld. 

lago.  Away,  I  say  !  go  out,  and  cry — a  mutiny  ! 

[Aside  to  liOD.  tvJio  goes  out. 
Nav,  good  lieutenant, — alas,  gentlemen, — 
Help,  ho  ! — Lieutenant, — Sir, — Montauo, — Sir ; — 
Help,  masters  ! — Here's  a  goodly  watch,  indeed !  [Uell  rin'j.". 

Who's  that  that  rings  the  bell  ? — Diablo,  ho ! 
The  toA\Ti  will  rise,  God's  will,  lieutenant !  hold  ; 
You  will  be  shamed  for  ever. 

Enter  Othello,  and  Attendants. 

0th.  TMiat  is  the  matter  here  ? 

3Ion.  I  bleed  still,  I  am  hurt  to  the  death  ; — he  dies ! 

0th.  Hold,  for  your  lives. 

lago.  Hold,  hold,  lieutenant.  Sir,  ]\Iontano,— gentlemen, — 
Have  you  forgot  all  sense  of  place  and  duty  ? 
Hold,  hold  !  the  general  speaks  to  you ;  hold,  for  shame ! 

0th.  "Why,  how  now,  ho  !  from  whence  ariseth  this  ? 
Are  we  turn'd  Turks  ;  and  to  ourselves  do  that. 
Which  heaven  hath  forbid  the  Ottomites  ? 
Por  Christian  shame,  put  by  this  barbarous  brawl : 
He  that  stirs  next  to  carve  for  his  own  rage. 
Holds  his  soul  light  •  he  dies  upon  his  motion. — 
Silence  that  dreadful  bell,  it  frights  the  isle 
Prom  her  propriety. — What  is  the  matter,  masters  ? — 
Honest  lago,  that  look'st  dead  with  grieving. 
Speak,  who  began  this?  on  thy  love,  I  charge  thee. 

lago.  I  do  not  know ; — friends  all  but  now,  even  now. 
In  quarter,  and  in  terms  like  bride  and  groom 
Divesting  them  for  l)ed :  and  then,  but  now 
(As  if  some  planet  had  unwitted  men), 

*  Rooted.  t  Wicker. 
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Swords  out,  and  tilting  one  at  other's  breast, 
In  opposition  bloody.    I  cannot  speak 
Any  beginning  to  this  peevish  odds ; 
And  'would  in  action  glorious  I  had  lost 
These  legs,  that  brought  me  to  a  part  of  it ! 

0th.  How  comes  it,  Michael,  you  are  thus  forgot  ?* 

Cas.  I  pray  you,  pardon  me,  I  cannot  speak. 

0th.  Worthy  Montano,  you  were  wont  be  civil ; 
The  gravity  and  stillness  of  your  youth 
The  world  hath  noted,  and  your  name  is  great 
In  mouths  of  wisest  censure ;  What's  the  matter, 
That  you  unlace  your  reputation  thus. 
And  spend  your  rich  opinion,  for  the  name 
Of  a  night-brawler  ?    Give  me  answer  to  it. 

3Ion.  Worthy  Othello,  I  am  hurt  to  danger ; 
Tour  officer,  lago,  can  inform  you — 
"\Yhile  I  spare  speech,  which  something  now^  offends  me ; — 
Of  all  that  I  do  know  :  nor  know  I  aught 
By  me  that's  said  or  done  amiss  this  night ; 
Unless  self-charity t  be  sometime  a  vice; 
And  to  defend  ourselves  it  be  a  sin. 
When  violence  assails  us. 

0th.  Now,  by  heaven, 
My  blood  begins  my  safer  guides  to  rule ; 
And  passion,  having  my  best  judgment  collied,t 
Assays  to  lead  the  way :  If  once  I  stir, 
Or  do  but  lift  this  arm,  the  best  of  you 
Shall  sink  in  my  rebuke.    Give  me  to  know 
How  this  foul  rout  began,  who  set  it  on ; 
And  he  that  is  approved  §  in  this  offence. 
Though  he  had  twinn'd  with  me,  both  at  a  bu'th, 
Shall  lose  me. — What !  in  a  town  of  war. 
Yet  wild,  the  people's  hearts  brimful  of  fear. 
To  manage  private  and  domestic  quarrel. 
In  night,  and  on  the  court  and  guard  of  safety ! 
'Tis  monstrous. — lago,  who  began  it  ? 

Mon.  If  partially  affined,  H  or  leagued  in  office. 
Thou  dost  deliver  more  or  less  than  truth. 
Thou  art  no  soldier. 

lago.  Touch  me  not  so  near  : 
I  had  leather  have  this  tongue  cut  from  my  mouth. 
Than  it  should  do  offence  to  Michael  Cassio ; 
Yet  I  persuade  myself,  to  speak  the  truth 
Shall  nothing  wrong  him.— Thus  it  is,  general. 
Montano  and  myself  being  in  speech. 
There  comes  a  fellow,  crying  out  for  help ; 
And  Cassio  following  him  with  determined  sword, 
To  execute  upon  him  :  Sir,  this  gentleman 
Steps  in  to  Cassio,  and  entreats  his  pause ; 
Myself  the  crying  fellow  did  pursue, 
Lest,  by  his  clamour  (as  it  so  fell  out), 

*  Have  thus  forgot  yourself.  t  Care  of  one's  self.  t  Darkened. 

Convicted  by  proof.  I  Related  by  nearness  of  office. 
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The  town  miglit  fall  in  frii;lit :  he,  swift  of  foot, 
Outran  my  purpose ;  and  I  return'd  the  rather 
Por  that  I  heard  the  clink  and  fall  of  swords, 
And  Cassio  high  in  oath  ;  which,  till  to-night, 
I  ne'er  might  say  before :  when  I  came  back, 
(For  this  was  brief),  I  found  them  close  together. 
At  blow,  and  thrust :  even  as  again  they  were, 
"When  you  yourself  did  part  them. 
jMore  of  this  matter  can  I  not  report  :— 
But  men  are  men  ;  the  best  sometimes  forget : — 
Though  Cassio  did  some  little  wrong  to  him, — 
As  men  in  rage  strike  those  that  wish  them  best, — 
Yet  surely,  Cassio,  I  believe,  received. 
From  him  that  fled,  some  strange  indignity, 
^Vhich  patience  could  not  pass. 

Ofh.  I  know,  lago. 
Thy  honesty  and  love  doth  mince  this  matter, 
flaking  it  light  to  Cassio : — Cassio,  I  love  thee  ; 
Eut  never  more  be  officer  of  mine. — 

JSnier  Desdemoxa,  attendeJ. 

Look,  if  my  gentle  love  be  not  raised  up ; — 
I'll  make  thee  an  example. 

Des.  "What's  the  matter,  dear  ? 

0th.  All's  well  now,  sweeting;  Come  away  to  bed. 
Sir,  for  your  hurts, 
jNIyself  will  be  your  surgeon :  Lead  him  off. 

\_To  MONT.VXO,  iL-ho  is  led  ojf. 
lago,  look  with  care  about  the  town ; 
And  silence  those  whom  this  vile  brawl  distracted. — 
Come,  Desdemona ;  'tis  the  soldiers'  life. 
To  have  their  balmy  slumbers  waked  with  strife. 

\  Exeunt  all  hut  IaGO  and  CasSIO. 

lago.  What,  are  you  hurt,  lieutenant  ? 

Cas.  Ay,  past  all  surgery. 

lago.  ilarry,  heaven  forbid ! 

Cax.  Reputation,  reputation,  reputation !  O,  I  have  lost  my 
reputation  !  I  have  lost  the  immortal  part.  Sir,  of  myself;  and 
what  remains  is  l)estial. — ily  rejuitation,  lago,  my  reputation. 

lago.  As  I  am  an  honest  man,  I  thought  you  had  received 
some  bodily  wound ;  there  is  more  offence  in  that,  than  in  repu- 
tation. Eeputation  is  an  idle  and  most  false  imposition  ;  oft  got 
without  merit,  and  lost  without  deserving:  You  have  lost  no 
reputation  at  all,  unless  you  repute  yourself  such  a  loser.  >Vhut, 
man  I  there  are  ways  to  recover  the  general  again  :  You  are  but 
now  cast  in  his  mood,*  a  punishment  more  in  policy  than  in 
malice ;  even  so  as  one  would  beat  his  ofl'enceless  dog,  to  affright 
an  imperious  lion :  sue  to  him  again,  and  he's  yours. 

Cas.  I  will  rather  sue  to  be  despised,  than  to  deceive  so  good  a 
commander,  with  so  slight,  so  drunken,  and  so  indiscreet  an 
otncer.     Drunk!  and  speak  parrot  ?t  and  squabble?  swagger? 

*  Dismissed  in  his  anger.  t  Talk  idly. 
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swear  ?  and  discourse  fustian  with  one's  own  shadow  ? — O  thou 
in\'isible  spirit  of  wine,  if  thou  hast  no  name  to  be  known  by,  let 
as  call  thee — devil ! 

lago.  What  was  he  that  you  followed  with  your  sword? 
What  had  he  done  to  you  ? 

Cas.  1  know  not. 

lago.  Is  it  possible  ? 

Cas.  I  remember  a  mass  of  thinfcs,  but  nothing  distinctly ;  a 
quarrel,  but  nothing  wherefore. — D,  that  men  should  put  an 
enemy  in  their  mouths,  to  steal  away  their  brains !  that  we  should, 
with  joy,  revel,  pleasure,  and  applause,  transform  ourselves  into 
beasts ! 

lago.  Why,  but  you  are  now  well  enough :  How  came  you 
thus  recovered? 

Cas.  It  hath  pleased  the  devil,  drunkenness,  to  give  place  to 
the  devil,  wrath  :  one  imperfectness  shows  me  another,  to  make 
me  frankly  despise  myself. 

lago.  Come,  you  are  too  severe  a  moraler :  As  the  time,  the 
place,  and  the  condition  of  this  country  stands,  I  could  heartily 
A^ish  this  had  not  befallen ;  but,  since  it  is  as  it  is,  mend  it  for 
your  own  good. 

Cas.  I  will  ask  him  for  my  place  again ;  he  shall  tell  me,  I  am 
a  drunkard !  Had  I  as  many  mouths  as  Hydra,  such  an  answer 
would  stop  them  all.  To  be  now  a  sensible  man,  by-and-by  a 
fool,  and  presently  a  beast !  O  strange ! — Every  inordinate  cup  is 
unblessed,  and  the  ingredient  is  a  devil. 

lago.  Come,  come,  good  wine  is  a  good  familiar  creature,  if  it 
be  well  used ;  exclaim  no  more  against  it.  And,  good  lieutenant, 
I  think,  you  think  I  love  you. 

Cas.  1  have  well  approved  it,  Sir. — I  drunk  ! 

lago.  You,  or  any  man  living,  may  be  drunk  at  some  time, 
man.  I'll  tell  you  what  you  shall  do.  Our  general's  wife  is  now 
the  general ; — I  may  say  so  in  this  respect,  for  that  he  hath 
devoted  and  given  up  himself  to  the  contemplation,  mark,  and 
denotement  of  her  parts  and  graces  : — confess  yourself  freely  to 
her ;  importune  her  ;  she'll  help  to  put  you  in  your  place  again : 
she  is  of  so  free,  so  kind,  so  apt,  so  blessed  a  disposition,  that  she 
holds  it  a  vice  in  her  goodness,  not  to  do  more  than  she  is  re- 
quested :  This  broken  joint,  between  you  and  her  husband,  entreat 
her  to  splinter ;  and,  my  fortunes  against  any  lay*  worth  naming, 
this  crack  of  your  love  shall  grow  stronger  than  it  was  before. 

Cas.  You  advise  me  well. 

lago.  I  protest  in  the  sincerity  of  love,  and  honest  kindness. 

Cas.  I  think  it  freely;  and,  betimes  in  the  morning,  I  will 
beseech  the  virtuous  Hesdemona  to  undertake  for  uie :  I  am 
desperate  of  my  fortunes,  if  they  check  me  here. 

lago.  You  are  in  the  right.  Goodnight,  lieutenant;  I  must 
to  the  watch. 

Cas.  Good  night,  honest  lago.  lE.rit  Cassio, 

lago.  And  what's  he  then,  that  says, — I  play  the  villain  ? 
When  this  advice  is  free,  I  give,  and  honest, 
Probal  to  thinking,!  and  (indeed)  the  course 

*  Wager.  t  Of  probable  sug-gestion. 
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To  win  the  Moor  again  ?  For,  'tis  most  easy 
The  inchning*  Desdemona  to  subdue 
In  any  honest  suit ;  she's  framed  as  fruitful 
As  the  freef  elements.    And  then  for  her 
To  win  the  Moor, — were't  to  renounce  his  baptism, 
All  seals  and  symbols  of  redeemed  sin, — 
His  soul  is  so  enfetter'd  to  her  love, 
That  she  may  make,  unmake,  do  what  she  list. 
Even  as  her  appetite  shall  play  the  god 
With  his  weak  function.    How  am  I  then  a  villain, 
To  counsel  Cassio  to  this  parallel^  course, 
Directly  to  his  good  ?  Divinity  of  hell ! 
When  devils  will  their  blackest  sins  put  on. 
They  do  suggest  §  at  first  with  heavenly  shows. 
As  I  do  now :  For  while  this  honest  fool 
Plies  Desdemona  to  repair  his  fortunes. 
And  she  for  him  pleads  strongly  to  the  Moor, 
I'll  pour  this  pestilence  into  his  ear, — 
That  she  repeals ||  him  for  her  body's  lust; 
And,  by  how  much  she  strives  to  do  him  good. 
She  shall  undo  her  credit  with  the  Moor. 
So  will  I  turn  her  virtue  into  pitch ; 
And  out  of  her  own  goodness  make  the  net, 
That  shall  enmesh  them  all. — How  now,  Roderigo  ? 
ISnter  EODEEIGO. 

Hod.  I  do  follow  here  in  the  chase,  not  like  a  hound  that 
hunts,  but  one  that  fills  up  the  cry.  My  money  is  almost  spent : 
I  have  been  to-night  exceedingly  well  cudgelled;  and,  I  think, 
the  issue  will  be— 1  shall  have  so  much  experience  for  my  pains  : 
and  so,  with  no  money  at  all,  and  a  little  more  wit,  return  to 
Venice. 

lago.  How  poor  are  they,  that  have  not  patience ! — ■ 
What  wound  did  ever  heal  but  by  degrees  ? 
Thou  know'st  we  work  by  wit,  and  not  by  witchcraft ; 
And  wit  depends  on  dilatory  time. 
Does't  not  go  well  ?  Cassio  hath  beaten  thee, 
And  thou,  by  that  small  hurt,  hath  cashier'd  Cassio  : 
Though  other  things  grow  fair  against  the  sun. 
Yet  fruits,  that  blossom  first,  will  first  be  ripe : 
Content  thyself  awhile. — Ey  the  mass,  'tis  morning ; 
Pleasure,  and  action,  make  the  hours  seem  short. — 
Ketire  thee ;  go  where  thou  art  billeted 
Away,  I  say ;  thou  shalt  know  more  hereafter. 
Nay,  get  thee  gone.  \_i:xit  Eod.]  Two  things  are  to  be  doiio, — 
My  wife  must  move  for  Cassio  to  her  mistress ; 
I'll  set  her  on  ; 

Myself,  the  while,  to  draw  the  Moor  apart, 
And  bring  him  jump  IT  when  he  may  Cassio  find 
Soliciting  his  wife : — Ay,  that's  the  way  ; 
Dull  not  device  by  coldness  and  delay.  \_ExU. 

*  Compliant.  f  Liberal.  t  Even.  5  Tempt. 

II  Recalls.  SI  J"st  at  the  time. 
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ACT   III. 

SCENi:  I— Before  tlie  Castle. 

Enter  Cassio  and  some  MUSICIANS. 

Cas.  Masters,  play  here,  I  will  content  your  pains, 
Something  that's  brief ;  and  bid — good  morrow,  general.  \_Mus:c. 

ISnter  Clown. 

Clo.  Why,  masters,  have  your  instruments  been  at  Naples, 
that  they  speak  i'  the  nose  thus  ? 

1  3Ius.  How,  Sir,  how ! 

Clo.  Are  these,  I  pray  you,  called  wind  instruments  ? 

1  31us.  Ay,  marry,  are  they,  Sir. 

Clo.  0,  thereby  hangs  a  tail. 

1  Mus.  Whereby  hangs  a  tale.  Sir  ? 

Clo.  Marry,  Sir,  by  many  a  wind  instrument  that  I  knov,-. 
But,  masters,  here's  money  for  you :  and  the  general  so  likes 
your  music,  that  he  desii-es  you,  of  all  loves,  to  make  no  more 
noise  -vvith  it. 

1  Mus.  Well,  Sir,  we  will  not. 

Clo.  If  you  have  any  music  that  may  not  be  heard,  to't  again  r 
but,  as  they  say,  to  hear  music,  the  general  does  not  greatly  care. 

1  3Ius.  We  have  none  such.  Sir. 

Clo.  Then  put  up  your  pipes  in  your  bag,  for  I'll  away :  Go  ; 
vanish  into  air ;  away.  _  [£^Je^(?^^  Musicians. 

Cas.  Dost  thou  hear,  my  honest  friend  ? 

Clo.  No,  I  hear  not  your  honest  friend.    I  hear  you. 

Cas.  Pr'ythee,  keep  up  thy  quillets.*  There's  a  poor  piece  of 
gold  for  thee ;  if  the  gentlewoman  that  attends  the  general's  wife, 
be  stirring,  tell  her,  there's  one  Cassio  entreats  her  a  little  favour 
of  speech :  wilt  thou  do  this  ? 

Clo.  She  is  stirring.  Sir ;  if  she  will  stir  hither,  I  shall  seem  to 
notify  unto  her.  [Exit. 

Enter  Iago. 

Cas.  Do,  good  my  friend. — In  happy  time,  Iago. 

Iago.  You  have  not  been  a-bed  then  ? 

Cas.  Why,  no ;  the  day  had  broke 
Before  we  parted.    I  have  made  bold,  Iago, 
To  send  in  to  your  wife :  jMy  suit  to  her 
Is,  that  she  will  to  virtuous  Desdemona 
Procure  me  some  access. 

Jago.  I'll  send  her  to  you  presently ; 
And  I'll  devise  a  mean  to  draw  the  INIoor 
Out  of  the  way,  that  your  converse  and  business 
May  be  more  free.  [E.vit. 

Cas.  I  humbly  thank  you  for't.    I  never  kuev/ 
A  riorentine  more  kind  and  honest. 

Enter  EMILIA. 
Emil.  Good  morrow,  good  lieutenant :  I  am  sorry 
Eor  your  displeasure  ;  f  but  all  will  soon  be  well. 
*  Nice  distinctions.  t  Tlie  displeasure  you  have  incun-ed. 
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The  general,  and  his  wife,  are  talking  of  it, 

And  she  speaks  for  you  stoutly  :  The  ^loor  replies, 

That  he,  you  hurt,  is  of  great  fame  in  Cyprus, 

And  great  affinity  ;  and  that,  in  wholesome  wisdom. 

He  might  not  hut  refuse  you :  but,  he  protests,  he  loves  you ; 

And  needs  no  other  suitor,  but  his  likings. 

To  take  the  saf 'st  occasion  by  the  front. 

To  bring  you  in  again. 

Cas.  Yet,  I  beseech  you, — 
-If  you  think  fit,  or  that  it  may  ])e  done. 
Give  me  advantage  of  some  brief  discourse 
"With  Desdemona  alone. 

Jimil.  Pray  you,  come  in ; 
I  will  bestow  you  where  you  shall  have  time 
To  speak  your  bosom  freely. 

Cas.  I  am  much  bound  to  you.  [Exeunt. 

SCENE  II.— A  Room  in  the  Castle. 
Enter  OthELLO,  Iago,  and  Gextlemex. 

Olh.  These  letters  give,  Iago,  to  the  pilot ; 
And,  by  him,  do  my  duties  to  the  state : 
That  done,  I  will  be  walking  on  the  works, 
Eepair  there  to  me. 

Iago.  "Well,  my  good  lord,  I'll  do't. 

0th.  This  fortification,  gentlemen,— shall  we  sec't  ? 

Gent.  "We'll  wait  upon  your  lordship.  ^^^Exe'unt: 

SCENE  III— Before  the  Castle. 
Enter  Desdesioxa,  Cassio,  and  Emilia. 

I)es.  Be  thou  assured,  good  Cassio,  I  Avill  do 
All  my  abilities  in  thy  behalf. 

Em'il.  Good  madam,  do ;  I  know  it  grieves  my  husband. 
As  if  the  case  were  his. 

Bes.  O,  that's  an  honest  fellow. — Do  not  doubt,  Cassio, 
But  I  will  have  my  lord  and  you  again 
As  friendly  as  you  were. 

Cas.  Bounteous  madam, 
AVhatever  shall  become  of  Michael  Ca.ssio. 
He's  never  anything  but  your  true  servant. 

iJes.  O,  Sir,  I  thank  you  :  You  do  love  my  lord  : 
Y*ou  have  known  him  long ;  and  be  you  well  assured. 
He  shall  in  strangeness  stand  no  further  off 
Than  in  a  politic  distance. 

Cas.  Ay,  but,  lady. 
That  policy  may  either  last  so  long, 
Or  feed  ujion  such  nice  and  waterish  diet. 
Or  breed  itself  so  out  of  circumstance. 
That,  I  being  absent  and  my  place  supplied, 
!My  general  will  forget  my  love  and  service. 

Bes.  Do  not  doubt  that ;  before  Emilia  here, 
I  give  thee  warrant  of  thy  place  :  assure  thee, 
If  I  do  vow  a  friendship.  111  perform  it 
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To  the  last  article :  my  lord  shall  never  rest ; 

I'll  watch  him  tame  *  and  talk  him  out  of  patience ; 

His  bed  shall  seem  a  school,  his  board  a  shrift ; 

I'll  intermingle  everything  he  does 

"With  Cassio's  suit :  Therefore  be  merry,  Cassio ; 

For  th^  solicitor  shall  rather  die, 

Than  give  thy  cause  away. 

Enter  Othello,  and  Iago,  at  a  distance. 

'Emil.  Madam,  here  comes 
My  lord. 

Cas.  Madam,  I'll  take  my  leave. 

Des.  Why,  stay. 
And  hear  me  speak. 

Cas.  Madam,  not  now :  I  am  very  ill  at  ease, 
Unfit  for  mine  own  purposes. 

Des.  Well,  well, 
Do  your  discretion.  I  Exit  Cassio. 

laQo.  Ha !  I  like  not  that. 

Oih.  What  dost  thou  say  ? 

Iago.  Nothing,  my  lord :  or  if— I  know  not  what. 

oih.  Was  not  that  Cassio,  parted  from  my  wife  ? 

Iago.  Cassio,  my  lord  ?  'iso,  sure  I  cannot  think  it, 
That  he  would  steal  away  so  guilty-hke, 
Seeing  you  coming. 

Oth.  I  do  believe  'twas  he. 

Des.  How  now,  my  lord  ? 
I  have  been  talking  with  a  suitor  here, 
A  man  that  languishes  in  jour  displeasure, 

Oth.  Who  is't  you  mean  ? 

Des.  Why,  your  lieutenant  Cassio.    Good  my  lord. 
If  I  have  any  grace,  or  power  to  move  you. 
His  present  reconciliation  t  take  ; 
Por,  if  he  be  not  one  that  truly  loves  you, 
That  errs  in  ignorance,  and  not  in  cunning.^ 
I  have  no  judgment  in  an  honest  face : 
I  pr'ythee,  call  him  back. 

oih.  Went  he  hence  now  ? 

Des.  Ay,  sooth  ;  so  humbled. 
That  he  hath  left  part  of  his  grief  with  me  ; 
I  suffer  with  him.    Good  love,  call  him  back. 

Oth.  Not  now,  sweet  Desdemona,  some  other  time 

Des.  Cut  shall't  be  shortly  ? 

Oth.  The  sooner,  sweet,  for  you. 

Des.  Shall't  be  to-night  at  supper  ? 

Oth.  No,  not  to-night. 

Des.  To-morrow  dinner  then  ? 

Oth.  I  shall  not  dine  at  home ; 

I  meet  the  captains  at  the  citadel. 

Des.  Why  then,  to-morrow  night;  or  Tuesday  morn  ; 
Or  Tuesday  noon,  or  night ;  or  Wednesday  morn ; — 

*  Hawks  are  tameil  by  keeping:  tliem  from  sleep, 
t  Submission.  t  Knowledge. 

vol.  IV,  2  L 


514  OTHELLO,  THE  jIOOE  OF  TE^'ICE.  [ACT  III. 

I  pray  tliee,  name  the  time ;  but  let  it  not 

Exceed  three  days  :  in  faith,  he's  penitent ; 

And  yet  his  trespass,  in  our  common  reason 

(Save  that,  they  say,  the  wars  must  make  examples 

Out  of  their  best*),  is  not  almost  a  fault 

To  incur  a  private  check  :  "When  shall  he  come  ? 

Tell  me,  Othello.    I  -wonder  in  my  soul, 

What  you  could  ask  me,  that  I  should  deny, 

Or  stand  so  mammering  f  on.    What !  Michael  Cassio, 

That  came  a  wooing  with  you ;  and  many  a  time, 

"When  I  have  spoke  of  you  dispraisingly. 

Hath  ta'en  your  part ;  to  have  so  much  to  do 

To  bring  him  in  !  Trust  me,  I  could  do  much, — 

0th.  Pr'ythee  no  more :  let  him  come  \;  hen  he  will ; 
I  will  deny  thee  nothing. 

Bes.  Why  this  is  not  a  boon , 
'Tis  as  I  should  entreat  you  wear  your  glove?, 
Or  feed  on  nourishing  dishes,  or  keep  you  warm ; 
Or  sue  to  you  to  do  peculiar  profit 
To  your  own  person  ;  Nay,  when  I  have  a  suit, 
Wherein  I  mean  to  touch  your  love  indeed. 
It  shall  be  full  of  poize  X  and  difficulty. 
And  fearful  to  be  granted. 

0th.  I  will  deny  thee  nothing : 
Whereon,  I  do  beseech  thee,  grant  me  tliLs, 
To  leave  me  but  a  little  to  myself. 

Des.  Shall  I  deny  you  ?  no  :  Farewell,  my  lord. 

Oth.  Farewell,  my  Desdemona :  I  will  come  to  thee  straight. 

Des.  Emilia,  come  : — Be  it  as  your  fancies  teach  you  ; 
Whate'er  you  be,  I  am  obedient.  [Exit,  inth  Emilia. 

Oth.  Excellent  wretch  !  §  Perdition  catch'my  soul. 
But  I  do  love  thee !  and  when  I  love  thee  not, 
Chaos  is  come  again. 

lago.  My  noble  lord, 

Oth.  What  dost  thou  say,  lago  ? 

lago.  Did  Michael  Cassio,  when  you  woo'd  my  lady. 
Know  of  your  love  ? 

Oth.  He  did,  from  first  to  last :  Why  dost  thou  ask  ? 

lago.  But  for  a  satisfaction  of  my  thought ; 
No  farther  harm. 

Oth.  Why  of  thy  thought,  lago  ? 

lago.  I  did  not  think,  he  had  been  acquainted  with  her. 

Oth.  0,  yes,  and  went  between  us  very  oft. 

lago.  Indeed  ? 

Oth.  Indeed  !  ay,  indeed : — Discern'st  thou  aught  in  that  ? 
Is  he  not  honest  ? 

lago.  Honest,  my  lord  ? 

Oth.  Ay,  honest. 

laqo.  ^Iv  lord,  for  ausht  I  know. 

Oth.  What  dost  thou  think  ? 

lago.  Think,  my  lord  ? 

*  Best  men.  'r  Hesitating'.  1  AVcight. 

^  An  e.Npression  equivalent  to  dei-ir,  tender  creature. 
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0th.  Think,  my  lord  ! 
By  heaven,  he  echoes  me, 
As  if  there  were  some  monster  in  his  thought 
Too  hideous  to  be  shown.    Thou  dost  mean  something : 
I  heard  thee  say  but  now, — Thou  hk'dst  not  that, 
"When  Cassio  left  my  wife ;  "What  didst  not  like  ? 
And,  when  I  told  thee— he  was  of  my  counsel 
In  my  whole  course  of  wooing,  thou  criedst,  Indeed  ! 
And  clidst  contraxjt  and  purse  thy  brow  together, 
As  if  thou  then  hadst  shut  up  in  thy  brain 
Some  horrible  conceit :  If  thou  dost  love  me, 
Show  me  thy  thought. 

lago.  My  lord,  you  know  I  love  you. 

0th.  I  think,  thou  dost ; 
And, — for  I  know  thou  art  full  of  love  and  honesty, 
And  weigh'st  thy  words  before  thou  giv'st  them  breath, — 
Therefore  these  stops  of  thine  fright  me  the  more : 
Tor  such  things  in  a  false  disloyal  knave. 
Are  tricks  of  custom  ;  but  in  a  man  that's  just. 
They  are  close  denotements,*  working  from  the  heart, 
That  passion  cannot  rule. 

lago.  For  Michael  Cassio, — 
I  dare  be  sworn,  I  think  that  he  is  honest. 

Oth.  I  think  so  too. 

lago.  Men  should  be  what  they  seem ; 
Or,  those  that  be  not,  'would  they  might  seem  none  ! 

0th.  Certain,  men  should  be  what  they  seem. 

lago.  Why,  then, 
I  think  that  Cassio  is  an  honest  man. 

0th.  Nay,  yet  there's  more  in  this  : 
I  pray  thee,  speak  to  me  as  to  thy  thinkings, 
As  thou  dost  ruminate ;  and  give  thy  worst  of  thoughts 
The  worst  of  words. 

lago.  Good  my  lord,  pardon  me ; 
Though  I  am  bound  to  every  act  of  duty, 
I  am  not  bound  to  that  all  slaves  are  free  to. 
Utter  my  thoughts  ?    "Why,  say,  they  are  vile  and  false,— 
As  Where's  that  palace,  whereinto  foul  things 
Sometimes  intrude  not  ?  who  has  a  breast  so  pure. 
But  some  luicleanly  apprehensions 
Keep  leets,  and  law-days,  and  in  session  sit 
"With  meditations  lawful  ? 

0th.  Thou  dost  conspire  against  thy  friend,  lago, 
If  thou  but  think'st  him  wTong'd,  and  mak'st  his  ear 
A  stranger  to  thy  thoughts. 

lago.  I  do  beseech  you, — 
Though  I,  perchance,  am  vicious  in  my  guess. 
As,  I  confess,  it  is  my  nature's  plague 
To  spy  into  abuses ;  and,  oft,  my  jealousy 
Shapes  faults  that  are  not, — I  entreat  you  then. 
From  one  that  so  imperfectly  conjects,'t 
You'd  take  no  notice ;  nor  build  yourself  a  trouble 
*  Indications.  t  Conjectures, 

2  l2 
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Out  of  his  scattering  and  unsure  observance : — 
It  were  not  for  your  quiet,  nor  your  good, 
Nor  for  my  manhood,  honesty,  or  wisdom. 
To  let  you  know  my  thoughts. 

0th.  "What  dost  thou  mean  ? 

lago.  Good  name,  in  man  and  woman,  dear  my  lord, 
Is  the  immediate  jewel  of  their  souls : 
AV'ho  steals  my  purse,  steals  trash ;  'tis  something,  nothing ; 
'Twas  mine,  'tis  his,  and  has  been  slave  to  thousands ; 
But  he,  that  filches  from  me  my  good  name, 
Eobs  me  of  that,  which  not  enriches  him. 
And  makes  me  poor  indeed. 

0th.  By  heaven,  I'll  know  thy  thought. 

logo.  You  cannot,  if  my  heart  were  in  your  hand ; 
Nor  shall  not,  whilst  'tis  in  mj'  custody. 

0th.  Ha! 

lago.  O,  beware,  my  lord,  of  jealousy  ; 
It  is  the  green-eyed  monster,  which  doth  mock 
The  meat  it  feeds  on :  That  cuckold  lives  in  bliss, 
Who,  certain  of  his  fate,  loves  not  his  wronger ; 
But,  O,  what  damned  minutes  tells  he  o'er, 
AMio  dotes,  yet  doubts ;  suspects,  yet  strongly  loves  ! 

0th.  O  misery ! 

lago.  Poor,  and  content,  is  rich,  and  rich  enough  ! 
But  riches,  fineless,*  is  as  poor  as  winter. 
To  him  that  ever  fears  he  shall  be  poor  : — 
Good  heaven,  the  souls  of  all  my  tribe  defend 
From  jealousy ! 

0th.  Why  ?  why  is  this  ? 
Think'st  thou,  I'd  make  a  life  of  jealousy. 
To  follow  still  the  changes  of  the  moon 
With  fresh  suspicions  ?    No :  to  be  once  in  doubt, 
Is— once  to  be  resolved :  Exchange  me  for  a  goat, 
When  I  shall  turn  the  business  of  my  soul 
To  such  exsufflicatet  and  blown  surmises, 
Matching  thy  inference.    'Tis  not  to  make  me  jealous. 
To  say — my  wife  is  fair,  feeds  ^\ell,  loves  com]rany, 
Is  free  of  speech,  sings,  plays,  and  dances  well ; 
Where  virtue  is,  these  are  more  virtuous:  J 
Nor  from  mine  own  weak  merits  ^rill  I  draw 
The  smallest  fear,  or  doubt  of  her  revolt ; 
Tor  she  had  eyes,  and  chose  me :  Xo,  lago  ; 
I'll  see  before  I  doubt ;  when  I  doubt,  prove ; 
And  on  the  proof,  there  is  no  more  but  this, — 
Away  at  once  with  love,  or  jealousy. 

lago.  I  am  glad  of  this,  for  now  I  shall  have  reason 
To  siiow  the  love  and  duty  that  I  bear  you 
With  franker  spirit :  therefore,  as  I  am'  bound, 
Heceive  it  from  me :  I  speak  not  yet  of  proof. 
Look  to  your  wife ;  observe  her  well  with  Cassio ; 
Wear  jour  eye — thus,  not  jealous,  nor  secure :    ■ 

*  Unbounded.  t  Swollen. 

J  "  Which  makes  fair  gifts  fairer ." 
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I  would  not  have  your  free  and  noble  nature, 

Out  of  self-bounty,*  be  abused ;  look  to't : 

I  know  our  country  disposition  well ; 

In  Venice  they  do  let  heaven  see  the  pranks 

They  dare  not  show  their  husbands ;  iheir  best  conscience 

Is — not  to  leave  undone,  but  keep  unknown. 

0th.  Dost  thou  say  so  ? 

lago.  She  did  deceive  her  father,  marrying  you  ; 
And,  when  she  seem'd  to  shake,  and  fear'your  looks. 
She  loved  them  most. 

Oth.  And  so  she  did. 

lago.  AA'hy,  go  to,  then ; 
She  that,  so  young,  could  give  out  such  a  seeming, 
To  seelt  her  father's  eyes  up,  close  as  oak, — 
He  thought,  'twas  witchcraft :— But  I  am  much  to  blame  ; 
I  humbly  do  beseech  you  of  your  pardon, 
For  too  much  loving  you. 

Oth.  I  am  bound  to  thee  for  ever. 

lago.  I  see  this  hath  a  little  dash'd  your  spirits. 

Oth.  Not  a  jot,  not  a  jot. 

lago.  Trust  me,  I  fear  it  has. 
I  hope  you  will  consider,  what  is  spoke 
Comes  from  my  love ; — But  I  do  see  you  are  moved  : — 
I  am  to  pray  you,  not  to  strain  my  speech 
To  grosser  issues,  nor  to  larger  reach, 
Than  to  suspicion. 

Oth.  I  ynW  not. 

lago.  Should  you  do  so,  my  lord. 
My  speech  should  fall  into  such  vile  success 
As  my  thoughts  aim  not  at.  Cassio  's  my  worthy  friend  :— 
My  lord,  I  see  you  are  moved. 

Oth.  No,  not  much  moved : — 
I  do  not  think  but  Desdemona  's  honest. 

lago.  Long  live  she  so  !  and  long  live  you  to  think  so  I 

Oth.  And  yet,  how  nature  erring  from  itself, — 

lago.  Ay,  there's  the  point :— As,— to  be  bold  with  you,— 
Not  to  affect  many  proposed  matches, 
Of  her  own  clime,  complexion,  and  degree ; 
"Whereto,  we  see,  in  all  things  nature  tends : 
Fob  !  one  may  smell,  in  such,  a  will  J  most  rank. 
Foul  disproportion,  thoughts  unnatural. — 
But  pardon  me ;  I  do  not,  in  position. 
Distinctly  speak  of  her ;  though  I  may  fear, 
Her  will,  recoiling  to  her  better  judgment, 
May  fall  to  match  you  with  her  country  forms 
And  (happily)  repent. 

Oth.  Farewell,  farewell : 
If  more  thou  dost  perceive,  let  me  know  more  ; 
Set  on  thy  wife  to  observe  :  Leave  me,  lago. 

lago.  My  lord,  I  take  my  leave.  [  Going. 

Oth.  Why  did  I  marry  ?— This  honest  creature,  doubtless, 
Sees  and  knows  more,  much  more,  than  he  unfolds. 

*  Inherent  generosity.  t  Sew  up.  j  Wilfulness. 
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lago.  My  lord,  I  would,  I  migbt  entreat  your  honour 
To  scan  this  thing  no  further;  leave  it  to  time  : 
And  though  it  be  fit  that  Cassio  have  his  place 
(Eor,  sure,  he  fills  it  up  with  great  ability), 
Yet,  if  you  please  to  hold  him  off  a  while, 
You  shall  by  that  perceive  him  and  his  means  : 
Note,  if  your  lady  strain  his  entertainment* 
With  any  strong  or  vehement  importunity ; 
IVIuch  will  be  seen  in  that.    In  the  mean  time. 
Let  me  be  thought  too  busy  in  my  fears 

(As  worthy  cause  I  have,  to  fear — I  am). 
And  hold  her  free,  I  do  beseech  your  honour, 
0th.  Tear  not  my  government.f 

lago.  I  once  more  take  my  leave.  [Uxit. 

0th.  This  fellow's  of  exceeding  honesty,_ 

And  knows  all  qualities,  with  a  learned  spirit. 

Of  human  dealings :  If  I  do  prove  her  haggard,* 

Though  that  her  jesses  §  were  my  dear  heart-strings, 

I'd  whistle  her  off,  and  let  her  down  the  wind. 

To  prey  at  fortune.    Haply,  for  I  am  black ; 

And  have  not  those  soft  parts  of  conversation 

That  chamberersjl  have:— Or,  for  I  am  declined 

Into  the  vale  of  years ; — yet  that's  not  much ; — 

She's  gone ;  I  am  abused ;  and  my  relief 

Must  be  to  loath  her.    O  curse  of  marriage. 

That  we  can  call  these  delicate  creatures  ours. 

And  not  their  appetites !  I  had  rather  be  a  toad. 

And  live  upon  the  vapour  of  a  dungeon. 

Than  keep  a  corner  in  the  thing  I  love, 

Por  other's  uses.    Yet,  'tis  the  plague  of  great  ones ; 

Prerogatived  are  they  less  than  the  base ; 

'Tis  destiny  unshunnable,  like  death ; 

Even  then  this  forked  plague  is  fated  to  us. 

When  we  do  quicken. IT    Desdemoua  comes: 

IJnter  Desdemona,  mid  Emilia. 

If  she  be  false,  O,  then  heaven  mocks  itself! — 
I'll  not  believe  it. 

Des.  How  now,  my  dear  Othello  ? 
Your  dinner,  and  the  generous  islanders, 
I!y  you  invited,  do  attend  your  presence. 

dlh.  I  am  to  blame. 

Des.  AVhy  is  your  speech  so  faint  ?  are  you  not  well  ? 

0th.  I  have  a  pain  upon  my  forehead  here. 

Des.  Eaitli,  that's  with  watching ;  'twill  away  again : 
Let  me  but  l>ind  it  hard,  witliin  this  hour 
It  will  be  well. 

0th.  Your  napkin  is  too  little ; 

[He  puts  the  handkerchief  from  him,  and  it  drops. 
Let  it  alone.    Come,  I'll  go  in  with  you. 

*  Re-admission.  f  Command  over  myself.  t  A  wild  hawk. 

5  Straps  of  leather.         11  Men  of  intrigue.         "f  When  we  begin  to  live. 
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Des.  I  am  very  sorry  that  you  are  iiot  ■\vcll. 

[Exeunt  Othello  and  Desdemona. 

Emil.  I  am  glad  I  have  found  this  napkin ; 
This  was  her  first  remembrance  from  the  ]Moor : 
Jly  wayward  husband  hath  a  hundred  times 
Woo'd  me  to  steal  it :  but  she  so  loves  the  token 
(For  he  conjured  her,  she  would  ever  keep  it), 
That  she  reserves  it  evermore  about  her, 
To  kiss,  and  talk  to.    I'll  have  the  work  ta'en  out. 
And  give  it  lago : 

"What  he'll  do  with  it,  heaven  knows,  not  I ; 
I  nothing,  but  to  please  his  fantasy. 

JEnter  IaGO. 

Ifir/o.  How  now !  what  do  you  here  alone  ? 

Emil.  Do  not  you  chide ;  I  have  a  thing  for  you. 

lago.  A  thing  for  me — It  is  a  common  thing, — 

Emil.  Ha! 

lago.  To  have  a  foolish  wife. 

Etnil.  0,  is  that  all  ?  What  will  you  give  me  now 
For  that  same  handkerchief? 

lago.  What  handkerchief? 

Emil.  What  handkerchief ! 
Why,  that  the  Moor  first  gave  to  Desdemona ; 
That  which  so  often  you  did  bid  me  steal. 

lago.  Hast  stolen  it  from  her  ? 

Emil.  No,  faith;  she  let  it  drop  by  negligence; 
And,  to  the  advantage,  I  being  here,  took't  up. 
Look,  here  it  is. 

Jago.  A  good  wench :  give  it  me. 

Emil.  What  will  you  do  with  it,  that  you  have  been  so  earnest 
To  have  me  filch  it  ? 

lago.  Why,  what's  that  to  you  ?  [Snafching  it. 

Emil.  If  it  be  not  for  some  purpose  of  import, 
Give  it  me  again  :  Poor  lady  !  she'll  run  mad, 
AVhen  she  shall  lack  it. 

lago.  Be  not  you  known  oft  ;*  I  have  use  for  it. 
Go,  leave  me.  [  Exit  Emilia. 

I  will  in  Cassio's  lodging  lose  this  napkin. 
And  let  him  find  it :  Trifles,  light  as  air. 
Are,  to  the  jealous,  confirmation  strong 
As  proofs  of  holy  writ.    This  may  do  something. 
The  Jloor  already  changes  with  my  poison  : — 
Dangerous  conceits  are,  in  their  natures,  poisons. 
Which,  at  the  first,  are  scarce  found  to  distaste ; 
But,  with  a  little  act  upon  the  blood, 
Burn  like  the  mines  of  sulphur. — I  did  say  so  : — 
Look  where  he  comes  !  Not  poppy,  nor  mandragora,t 
Nor  all  the  drowsy  syrups  of  the  world, 
Shall  ever  medicine  thee  to  that  sweet  sleep 
Which  thou  ow'dstj  yesterday. 

*  Socm  as  if  you  knew  nothing:  of  the  matter, 
t  Man(h-ake.  t  Possessedst. 
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Enter  OtHELLO. 

0th.  Ha!  ha!  false  to  me? 
To  me  ? 

layo.  T\'hy,  bow  now,  general  ?  no  more  of  that. 

Oih.  Avaiint !  begone  !  thou  bast  set  me  on  the  rack  :— 
I  swear  'tis  better  to  be  much  abused, 
Than  but  to  know't  a  little. 

1(1(10.  How  now,  my  lord  ? 

0th.  AVhat  sense  had  I  of  her  stolen  hours  of  lust  ? 
I  saw  it  not,  thought  it  not,  it  harm'd  not  me : 
1  slept  the  next  night  well,  was  free  and  merry ; 
I  ibund  not  Cassio's  kisses  on  her  lips  : 
He  that  is  robb'd,  not  wanting  what  is  stolen, 
Let  him  not  know  it,  and  he's  not  robb'd  at  all. 

lago.  I  am  sorry  to  hear  this. 

0th.  I  had  beeii  happy,  if  the  general  camp, 
Pioneers  and  all,  had  tasted  her  sweet  body, 
So  I  had  nothing  known :  O  now,  for  ever, 
Tarewell  the  tranquil  mind  !  farewell  content ! 
Farewell  the  plumed  troop,  and  the  big  wars. 
That  make  ambition  virtue  !  O,  farewell ! 
Parewell  the  neighing  steed,  and  the  shrill  trump. 
The  spirit-stirring  drum,  the  ear-piercing  fife, 
The  royal  banner ;  and  all  quality, 
Pride,  pomp,  and  circumstance  of  glorious  war  ! 
And  O  you  mortal  engines,  whose  rude  throats 
The  immortal  Jove's  dread  clamours  counterfeit, 
Farewell !  Othello's  occupation 's  gone  1 

lago.  Is  it  possible  ! — My  lord, 

0th.  Villain,  be  sure  thou  prove  my  love  a  whore ; 
Be  sure  of  it ;  give  me  the  ocular  proof ; 

'^TaJciiuj  him  hi/  the  throat. 
Or,  by  the  worth  of  mine  eternal  soul. 
Thou  hadst  been  better  have  been  born  a  dog, 
Than  answer  my  waked  wrath. 

lago.  Is  it  come  to  this  ? 

0th.  Make  me  to  see  it ;  or  (at  the  least)  so  prove  it, 
That  the  probation  bear  no  hinge,  nor  loop. 
To  hang  a  doubt  on  :  or,  woe  upon  thy  life  ! 

lago.  My  nobie  lord, 

^  Olh.  If  thou  dost  slander  her,  and  torture  me, 
Never  pray  more  :  abandon  all  remorse  ;* 
On  horror's  head  horrors  accumulate  : 
Do  deeds  to  make  heaven  weep,  all  earth  amazed, 
For  nothing  canst  thou  to  damnation  add, 
Greater  than  that. 

lago.  O  grace  !  O  heaven  defend  me  ! 
Are  you  a  man  ?  have  you  a  soul,  or  sense  ? — 
God  be  wi'  you  :  take  mine  office. — O  wretched  fool, 
That  liv'st  to  make  thine  honesty  a  vice  1 — 
O  monstrous  world  !  Take  note,  take  note,  O  world, 

*  All  teiuleruess,  all  pity. 
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To  be  direct  and  honest,  is  not  safe. — 

I  thank  you  for  this  profit ;  and,  from  hence, 

I'll  love  no  friend,  since  love  breeds  such  offence. 

0th.  Nay,  stay : — Thou  shouldst  be  honest. 

lago.  I  should  be  wise ;  for  honesty  "s  a  fool. 
And  loses  that  it  works  for. 

0th.  By  the  world, 
I  think  my  ^vife  be  honest,  and  think  she  is  not ; 
I  think  that  thou  art  just,  and  think  thou  art  not ; 
I'll  have  some  proof :  Her  name,  that  was  as  fresh 
As  Dian's  visage,  is  now  begrimed  and  black 
As  mine  own  face. — If  there  be  ccrds,  or  knives, 
Poison,  or  fire,  or  suffocating  streams, 
I'll  not  endure  it. — Would,  1  were  satisfied ! 

lago.  I  see,  Sir,  you  are  eaten  up  with  passion : 
I  do  repent  me,  that  I  put  it  to  you. 
You  would  be  satisfied  ? 

0th.  Would  ?  Nay,  I  will. 

lago.  And  may :  but  how  ?  how  satisfied,  my  lord  ? 
Would  you,  the  supervisor,  grossly  gape  on  ? 
Behold  her  tupp'd  ? 

0th.  Death  and  damnation  !  O  ! 

lago.  It  were  a  tedious  difficulty,  I  think, 
To  bring  them  to  that  prospect :  Damn  them  then. 
If  ever  mortal  eyes  do  see  them  bolster. 
More  than  their  own  !  What  then  ?  how  then  ? 
What  shall  I  say  ?  Where's  satisfaction  ? 
It  is  impossible,  you  should  see  this. 
Were  they  as  prime  *  as  goats,  as  hot  as  monkeys, 
As  salt  as  wolves  in  pride,  and  fools  as  gross 
As  ignorance  made  drunk.    But  yet,  I  say. 
If  imputation,  and  strong  circumstances, — 
Which  lead  directly  to  the  door  of  truth, — 
Will  give  you  satisfaction,  you  may  have  it. 

0th.  Give  me  a  living  t  reason  she's  disloyal. 

lago.  I  do  not  like  the  office : 
But,  sith  I  am  enter'd  in  this  cause  so  far, — 
Prick'd  to  it  by  foolish  honesty  and  love, — 
I  will  go  on.    I  lay  with  Cassio  lately ; 
And,  being  troubled  with  a  raging  tooth, 
I  could  not  sleep. 

There  are  a  kind  of  men  so  loose  of  soul, 
That  in  their  sleeps  will  mutter  their  affairs ; 
One  of  this  kind  is  Cassio : 
In  sleep  I  heard  him  say, — Sweet  Desdemona, 
Let  us  he  wary,  let  us  hide  our  loves  ! 
And  then,  Sir,  would  he  gripe,  and  wring  my  hand. 
Cry, —  O,  sweet  creature !  and  then  kiss  me  hard, 
As  if  he  pluck'd  up  kisses  by  the  roots, 
That  grew  upon  my  lips :  then  laid  his  leg 
Over  my  thigh,  and  sigh'd,  and  kiss'd ;  and  then 
Cried, —  Cursed  fate,  that  gave  thee  to  the  Moor  1 

*  Prompt.  t  Speaking,  manifest. 
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0th.  O  monstrous !  monstrous  ! 

larjo.  Nay,  this  was  but  his  dream. 

0th.  But'this  denoted  a  foregone  conclusion ; 
'Tis  a  shrewd  doubt,  though  it  be  but  a  dream. 

lago.  And  this  may  help  to  thicken  other  proofs. 
That  do  demonstrate  thinly. 

0th.  I'll  tear  her  all  to  pieces. 

larjo.  Nay,  but  be  wise :  j^et  we  see  nothing  done : 
She  may  be  honest  yet.    Tell  me  but  this,— 
Have  you  not  sometimes  seen  a  handkerchief, 
Spotted  with  strawberries,  in  your  wife's  hand  ? 

0th.  I  gave  her  such  a  one ;  'twas  my  first  gift. 

larjo.  I  know  not  that :  but  such  a  handkerchief 
(I  am  sur?  it  was  your  mfe's).  did  I  to-day 
See  Cassio  ^vipe  his  beard  witL 

0th.  If  it  be  that,— 

lago.  If  it  be  that  or  any  that  was  hers, 
It  speaks  against  her  with  the  other  proofs. 

0th.  O,  that  the  slave  had  forty  thousand  lives ; 
One  is  too  poor,  too  weak  for  my  revenge  ! 
Now  do  I  see  'tis  true. — Look  here,  lago ; 
All  my  fond  love  thus  do  I  blow  to  heaven : 
'Tis  gone. — 

Arise,  black  vengeance,  from  thy  hollow  cell ! 
Yield  up,  O  love,  thy  crown,  and  hearted  throne,* 
To  tyrannous  hate  !  swell,  bosom,  with  thy  fraught,! 
For  'tis  of  aspics'  tongues ! 

lago.  Prav,  be  content. 

Oth.  O,  blood,  lago,  blood  ! 

lago.  Patience,  I  say;  your  mind,  perhaps,  may  cliange, 

Oth.  Never,  lago.    Like  to  the  Pontic  sea, 
"Whose  icy  current  and  compulsive  course 
Ne'er  feels  retiring  ebb,  but  keeps  due  on 
To  the  Propontic,  and  the  Hellesiwnt ; 
Even  so  my  bloody  thoughts,  with  violent  pace. 
Shall  ne'er  look  back,  ne'er  ebb  to  humble  love, 
Till  that  a  capable!  sind-  'wide  revenge 
Swallow  them  up. — Now,  by  yond'  marble  heaven, 
In  the  due  reverence  of  a  sacred  vow  {^Kneels. 

I  here  engage  my  words. 

lago.  Do  not  rise  yet. —  [Kneels. 

"Witness,  you  ever-burning  lights  above ! 
You  elements  that  clip  §  us  round  about ! 
IVitness,  that  here  lago  doth  give  up 
The  execution  of  his  wit,  hands,  heart. 
To  wrong'd  Othello's  service  !  let  him  command, 
And  to  obey  shall  be  in  me  remorse,  || 
AVhat  bloody  work  soever. 

^  Oth.  I  greet  thy  love. 
Not  with  vain  thanks,  but  with  acceptance  bounteous, 
And  will  upon  the  instant  put  thee  to't : 

*  The  heart  on  which  thou  wast  enthroned.  t  Freight,  load. 

J  Capacious.  §  Embrace.  ,|  Tenderness  for  him. 
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"VTithin  these  three  days  let  me  hear  thee  say, 
That  Cassio's  not  alive. 

lago.  ily  friend  is  dead ;  'tis  done  at  your  request : 
But  let  her  live. 

0th.  Damn  her,  lewd  minx !  O,  damn  her ! 
Come,  go  with  me  apart ;  I  will  withdraw. 
To  furnish  me  with  some  swift  means  of  death 
For  the  fair  devil.    Now  art  thou  my  Heutenant. 

lago.  I  am  your  ovro.  for  ever.  \_Exeunt. 

SCENU  ir.—The  same. 
Enter  Desdemoka,  Emilia,  and  Clown. 

Des.  Do  you  know,  sirrah,  where  lieutenant  Cassio  lies  ? 

Clo.  I  dare  not  say  he  lies  anywhere. 

Des.  Why,  man  ? 

Clo.  He  is  a  soldier ;  and  for  me  to  say  a  soldier  lies,  is  stabbing. 

Des.  Go  to ;  "Where  lodges  he  ? 

Clo.  To  tell  you  where  he  lodges,  is  to  tell  you  where  I  lie. 

Des.  Can  anything  be  made  of  this  ? 

Clo.  1  know  not  where  he  lodges ;  and  for  me  to  devise  a  lodg- 
ing, and  say — he  lies  here,  or  he  lies  there,  were  to  lie  in  my  own 
throat. 

Des.  Can  you  inquire  him  out,  and  be  edified  by  report  ? 

Clo.  1  will  catechise  the  world  for  him  ;  that  is,  make  questions 
and  by  them  answer. 

Des.  Seek  him,  bid  him  come  hither:  tell  him,  I  have  moved 
my  lord  in  his  behalf,  and  hope  all  will  be  well. 

Clo.  To  do  this  is  within  the  compass  of  man's  wit ;  and  there- 
fore I  will  attempt  the  doing  it.  [Exit. 

Des.  Where  should  I  lose  that  handkerchief,  Emilia  ? 

Emil.  I  know  not,  madam. 

Des.  Believe  me,  I  had  rather  have  lost  my  purse 
Full  of  crusadoes.    And,  but  my  noble  Moor 
Is  true  of  mind,  and  made  of  no  such  baseness 
As  jealous  creatures  are,  it  were  enough 
To  put  him  to  ill-thinking. 

ICiiiil.  Is  he  not  jealous  ? 

Des.  "\Mio,  he  ?  I  think,  the  sun,  where  he  wa.s  born, 
Brew  all  such  humours  from  him. 

EmiI.  Look,  where  he  comes. 

Des.  I  will  not  leave  him  now,  till  Cassio 
Be  call'd  to  him. — How  i:5't  with  you,  my  lord  ? 

Enter  Othello. 

0th.  Well,  my  good  lady. — l^Aside.']    O,    hardness    to    dis- 
semble ! — 
How  do  you  do,  Desdemona  ? 

Des.  Well,  my  good  lord. 

0th.  Give  me  your  hand :  This  hand  is  moist,  my  lady. 

Des.  It  yet  has  felt  no  age,  nor  known  no  sorrow. 

0/7?.  This  argues  fruitfulness,  and  hberal  heart ; 
Hot,  hot  and  moist :  This  hand  of  yours  requires 
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A  sequester  from  liberty,  fasting  and  prayer. 
Much  castigation,*  exercise  devout ; 
I'^or  here's  a  young  and  sweating  devil  hero, 
That  commonly  rebels.    'Tis  a  good  hand, 
A  frank  one. 

I)es.  You  may,  indeed,  say  so ; 
For  'twas  that  hand  that  gave  away  my  heart. 

0th.  A  liberal  hand  :  The  hearts  of  old  gave  hands ; 
But  our  new  heraldry  is — hands,  not  hearts. 

Des.  I  cannot  speak  of  this.    Come  now,  your  jiroiiiise. 

0th.  "What  promise,  chuck  ? 

Des.  I  have  sent  to  bid  Cassio  come  speak  with  you. 

0th.  I  have  a  salt  and  sullen  rheum  f  offends  me : 
Lend  me  thy  handkerchief. 

Des.  Here,  my  lord. 

0th.  That  which  I  gave  you. 

Des.  I  have  it  not  about  me. 

0th.  Not? 

Des.  No,  indeed,  my  lord. 

Oih.  That  is  a  fault ; 
That  handkerchief 
Did  an  Egj'ptian  to  my  mother  give : 
She  was  a  charmer,  Z  and  could  almost  read 
The  thoughts  of  people  :  she  told  her,  while  she  kept  it, 
"Twould  make  her  amiable,  and  subdue  my  father 
Entirely  to  her  love ;  but  if  she  lost  it, 
Or  made  a  gift  of  it,  my  father's  eye 
Should  hold  her  loathly,  and  his  spirits  should  hunt 
After  new  fancies :  She,  dying,  gave  it  me ; 
And  bid  me,  when  my  fate  would  have  me  wive, 
To  give  it  her.    I  did  so :  and  take  heed  oft, 
Make  it  a  darling,  like  your  precious  eye ; 
To  lose  or  give't  away,  were  such  perdition. 
As  nothing  else  could  match. 

Des.  Is  it  possible  '; 

0th.  'Tis  true,  there's  magic  in  the  web  of  it : 
A  sibyl  that  had  number'd  in  the  world 
The  sun  to  make  two  hundred  compasses. 
In  her  prophetic  fury  sew'd  the  work  : 
The  worms  were  hallow'd,  that  did  breed  the  silk  ; 
And  it  was  died  in  mummy,  §  which  the  skilful 
Conserved  of  maidens'  hearts. 

Des.  Indeed  !  is't  true  ? 

Oth.  Most  veritable,  therefore  look  to't  well. 

Des.  Then  'would  to  heaven  that  I  had  never  seen  it. 

Oth.  Ha!  wherefore? 

Des.  Why  do  you  speak  so  startingly  and  rash  ?  1- 

Oth.  Is't  lost  ?  is't  gone ';  speak,  is  it  out  of  the  way  ? 

Des.  Heaven  bless  us  I 

Oth.  Say  you  ? 

*  Penance.  t  Cold.  J  Enchantress. 

§  /.  e.  in  the  balsamic  liquor  running  from  mummies. 
I  Vehemently. 


SCENE  IV.  1         OTHELLO,  THE  MOOE  OF  VENICE.  525 

Bes.  It  is  not  lost ;  But  what  an  if  it  were  ? 

0th.  Ha! 

Des.  I  say,  it  is  not  lost. 

0th.  Fetch't,  let  me  see  it. 

Des.  Why,  so  I  can,  Sir,  but  I  will  not  now ; 
This  is  a  trick,  to  put  me  from  my  suit ; 
I  pray,  let  Cassio  be  received  again. 

0th.  Fetch  me  that  handkerchief ;  my  mind  misgives. 

Dex.  Come,  come ; 
You'll  never  meet  a  more  sufficient  man. 

0th.  The  handkerchief^ 

Bes.  I  pray,  talk  me  or  Cassio. 

0th.  The  handkerchief, 

Bbs.  a  man  that,  all  his  time, 
Hath  founded  his  good  fortune  on  your  love  ; 
Shared  dangers  with  you ; 

0th.  The  handkerchief, 

Bes.  In  sooth. 
You  are  to  blame. 

0th.  Away  !  {Exit  Othello. 

Emil.  Is  not  this  man  jealous  ? 

Bes.  I  ne'er  saw  this  before. 
Sure,  there's  some  wonder  in  this  handkerchief: 
I  am  most  unhappy  in  the  loss  of  it. 

Emil.  'Tis  not  a  year  or  two  shows  us  a  man : 
They  are  all  but  stomachs,  and  we  all  but  food ; 
They  eat  us  hungerly,  and  when  they  are  full, 
They  belch  us.    Look  you !  Cassio,  and  my  husband. 

Enter  Iago  atul  CiSSlo. 

lago.  There  is  no  other  way ;  'tis  she  must  do't ; 
And,  lo,  the  happiness !  go,  and  importune  her. 

Bes.  How  now,  good  Cassio  ?  what's  the  news  with  you  ? 

Cas.  Madam,  my  former  suit :  I  do  beseech  you, 
That,  by  your  virtuous  means,  I  may  again 
Exist,  and  be  a  member  of  his  love. 
Whom  I,  with  all  the  duty  of  my  heart, 
Entirely  honour ;  I  would  not  be  delay'd : 
If  my  offence  be  of  such  mortal  kind. 
That  neither  service  past,  nor  present  sorrow.>, 
Nor  purposed  merit  in  futurity. 
Can  ransom  me  into  his  love  again, 
But  to  know  so  must  be  my  benefit ; 
So  shall  I  clothe  me  in  a  forced  content, 
And  shut  myself  up  in  some  other  course, 
To  fortune's  alms. 

Bes.  Alas  !  thrice-gentle  Cassio, 
My  advocation  is  not  now  in  tune ; 
Mj  lord  is  not  my  lord ;  nor  should  I  know  him. 
Were  he  in  favour,*  as  in  humour,  alter'd. 
So  help  me,  every  spirit  sanctified. 
As  I  have  spoken  for  you  all  my  best ; 

•  In  countenance. 
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And  stood  within  the  blank*  of  his  displeasure, 
For  my  free  speech !    You  must  awhile  be  patient : 
What  Fcan  do,  I  ^vill ;  and  more  I  will, 
Than  for  myself  I  dare :  let  that  suffice  you. 

lago.  Is  my  lord  angry  ? 

iimil.  He  went  hence  but  now, 
And,  certainly,  in  strange  un  quietness. 

larjo.  Can  he  be  angry  ?    I  have  seen  the  cannon, 
"When  it  hath  blown  his  ranks  into  the  air ; 
And,  like  the  devil,  from  his  very  arm 
Putf'd  his  o^vn  brother  ; — And  can  he  be  angry  ? 
Something  of  moment,  then :  I  will  go  meet  him ; 
There's  matter  in't  indeed,  if  he  be  angry. 

I>es.  I  pr'ythee,  do  so. — Something,  sure,  of  state, — 

\_Exit  Iago. 
Either  from  Venice ;  or  some  unhatch'd  practice,! 
Made  demonstrable  here  in  Cyprus  to  him, — 
Hath  puddled  his  clear  spirit :  and,  in  such  cases, 
Men's  natures  wrangle  with  inferior  things. 
Though  great  ones  are  their  object.    ^Tis  even  so ; 
For  let  our  finger  ache,  and  it  endues 
Our  other  healthful  members  ev'n  to  that  sense 
Of  pain :  Nay,  we  must  think,  men  are  not  gods ; 
Nor  of  them  look  for  such  observances 
As  fit  the  bridal.J — Beshrew  me  much,  Emilia, 
I  was  (unhandsome  warrior  §  as  I  am) 
Arraigning  his  unkindness  with  my  soul ; 
But  now  I  find,  I  had  suborn'd  the  witness. 
And  he's  indited  falsely. 

lUmil.  Pray  heaven,  it  be  state  matters,  as  you  think ; 
And  no  conception,  nor  no  jealous  toy. 
Concerning  you. 

Des.  Alas,  the  day  !  I  never  gave  him  cause. 

Eniil.  But  jealous  souls  will  not  be  answcr'd  so ; 
They  are  not  ever  jealous  for  the  cause. 
But  jealous  for  they  are  jealous :  'tis  a  monster. 
Begot  upon  itself,  born  on  itself. 

I)es.  Heaven  keep  that  monster  from  Othello's  mind  ! 

Tlmil.  Lady,  amen. 

lies.  I  will  go  seek  him. — Cassio  walk  hereabout : 
If  I  do  find  him  fit,  I'll  move  your  suit, 
And  seek  to  eiTect  it  to  my  uttermost. 

Cas.  I  humbly  thank  your  ladyship. 

[Exeunt  DesdemoNA  and  EMILIA 

Enter  BiANCA. 

Bian.  Save  you,  friend  Cassio  ! 

Cas.  What  make  jou  from  home ? 
How  is  it  \\\i\\  you,  my  most  fair  Bianca  ? 
I'  faith,  sweet  love,  I  was  coming  to  your  house. 

*  Aim.  t  Treason.  X  Nuptial  feast. 

5  Unfair  assailant. 
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Hian.  And  I  was  going  to  your  lodging,  Cassio. 
"What !  keep  a  week  away  ?  seven  days  and  nights  ? 
Eight  score  eight  hours  ?  and  lovers'  absent  hours, 
3Iore  tedious  than  the  dial  eight  score  times  ? 

0  weary  reckoning! 

Cas.  Pardon  me,  Bianca ; 

1  have  this  while  with  leaden  thoughts  been  press'd ; 
But  I  shall,  in  a  more  continuate  time,* 

Strike  off  this  score  of  absence.    Sweet  Bianca, 

[Giving  her  Desdemona's  handkerchief. 
Take  me  this  work  out.  t 

JBian.  O,  Cassio,  whence  came  this  ? 
This  is  some  token  from  a  newer  friend. 
To  the  felt  absence  now  I  feel  a  cause : 
Is  it  come  to  this  ?    Well,  well. 

Cas.  Woman,  go  to  ! 
Throw  your  vile  guesses  in  the  devil's  teeth. 
From  whence  you  have  them.    You  are  jealous  now, 
That  this  is  from  some  mistress,  some  remembrance : 
No,  in  good  troth,  Bianca. 

Bian.  Why,  whose  is  it  ? 

Cas.  I  know  not,  sweet :  I  found  it  in  my  chamber. 
I  lik«  the  work  well;  ere  it  be  demanded 
(As  like  enough,  it  will),  I'd  have  it  copied : 
Take  it,  and  do't ;  and  leave  me  for  this  time. 

Bian.  Leave  you  !  wherefore  ? 

Cas.  I  do  attend  here  on  the  general ; 
And  think  it  no  addition,  nor  my  wish, 
To  have  him  see  me  woman'd. 

Bian.  Why,  I  pray  you  ? 

Cas.  Not  that  I  love  you  not. 

Bian.  But  that  you  do  not  love  me. 
I  pray  you,  bring  me  on  the  way  a  little ; 
And  say,  if  I  shall  see  you  soon  at  night. 

Cas.  'Tis  but  a  little  way,  that  I  can  bring  you, 
For  I  attend  here  :  but  I'll  see  you  soon. 

Bian.  'Tis  very  good :  I  must  be  circumstanced.J       [Exeiint. 


ACT  lY. 

SCENE  I.— The  same. 

Enter  Othello  and  Iago. 


lago.  Will  you  think  so  ? 
0th.  Think  so,  Iago  ? 
Iago.  What, 
To  kiss  in  private  ? 


*  Time  less  interruvted. 

t  7.  e.  copy  this  work  in  another  handkerchief. 

J  Be  guided  by  circumstances. 
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Olh.  An  unauthorized  kiss. 

lago.  Or  to  be  naked  Avith  her  friend  abed, 
An  hour^  or  more,  not  meaning  any  harm  ? 

Oih.  Is  aked  abed,  lago,  and  not  mean  harm  ? 
It  is  hypocrisy  against  the  devil : 
They  that  mean  virtuously,  and  yet  do  so, 
The* devil  their  virtue  tempts,  and  they  tempt  heaven. 

laffo.  So  they  do  nothing,  'tis  a  venial  shp  : 
But  if  I  give  mv  wife  a  handkerchief, 

0th.  What  then  ? 

laffo.  Why  then  'tis  hers,  my  lord ;  and,  being  hers, 
She  may,  I  think,  bestow't  on  any  man. 

Otfi.  She  is  protectress  of  her  honour  too ; 
May  she  give  that  ? 

lago.  Her  honour  is  an  essence  that's  not  seen  ; 
They  have  it  very  oft,  that  have  it  not : 
Eut,  for  the  handkerchief, 

Ofh.  By  heaven,  I  would  most  gladly  have  forgot  it : — 
Thou  said'st, — O,  it  comes  o'er  my  memory, 
As  doth  the  raven  o'er  the  infected  house, 
Boding  to  all, — he  had  my  handkerchief. 

lago.  Ay,  what  of  that  ? 

Oth.  That's  not  so  good,  now. 

lago.  What,  if  I  had  said,  I  had  seen  him  do  you  wrong  ? 
Or  heard  him  say, — As  knavee  be  such  abroad. 
Who  having,  by  their  own  importunate  suit. 
Or  voluntary  dotage  of  some  mistress. 
Convinced  or  supplied  *  them,  cannot  choose 
But  they  must  blab 

0th.  Hath  he  said  anything  ? 

lago.  He  hath,  my  lord ;  but  be  you  well  assured, 
No  more  than  he'll  unswear. 

Oih.  What  hath  he  said  ? 

laf/o.  'Faith  that  he  did,— I  know  not  what  he  did. 

0th.  What?  what? 

laqo.  Lie 

oih.  With  her  ? 

lago.  With  her,  on  her ;  what  you  will. 

Ofh.  Lie  with  her !  lie  on  her  ! — We  say,  lie  on  her,  when 
they  belie  her  :  Lie  with  her  I  that's  fulsome. — Handkerchief, — • 
confessionSj — handkerchief — To  confess,  and  be  hanged  for  his 
labour. — First  to  be  hanged,  and  then  to  confess  : — 1  tremble  at 
it.  Nature  would  not  invest  herself  in  such  shadowing  passion, 
without  some  instruction.  It  is  not  words,  that  shake  me  thus : 
—Pish! — Noses,  ears,  and  lips:— Is  it  possible? — Confess! — 
Handkerchief! — O  devil !—  [Falls  in  a  trance. 

lago.   ^Vork  on, 
5Iy  medicine,  work  !    Thus  credulous  fools  are  caught ; 
And  many  worthy  and  chaste  dames,  even  thus, 
All  guiltless  meet  reproach. — '^Vhat,  ho  !  my  lord  ! 

*  Softened. 
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Enter  Cassio. 
ily  lord,  I  say  !    Otliello  !— How  now,  Cassio  ? 

Cas.  What  is  the  matter  ? 

lago.  My  lord  is  fallen  into  an  epilepsy ; 
This  is  his  second  fit ;  he  had  one  yesterday. 

Cas.  Eub  him  about  the  temples. 

lago.  No,  forbear  : 
Tlie  lethargy  must  have  his  quiet  course  : 
If  not,  he  foams  at  mouth  ;  aud,  by-and-by, 
Breaks  out  to  savage  madness.    Look,  he  stirs : 
Do  you  withdraw  yourself  a  little  while, 
He  will  recover  straight ;  when  he  is  gone, 
I  would  on  great  occasion  speak  with  you.  \_i:xtt  Cassio. 

How  is  it  general  ?  have  you  not  hurt  your  head  ? 

0th.  Dost  thou  mock  me  ? 

lago.  I  mock  you  !  no,  by  heaven  : 
'Would,  you  would  bear  your  fortunes  like  a  man. 

0th.  A  horned  man  's  a  monster,  and  a  beast. 

lago.  There's  many  a  beast  then  in  a  populous  city, 
And  many  a  civil  monster. 

0th.  Did  he  confess  it  ? 

lago.  Good  Sir,  be  a  man ; 
Think,  every  bearded  fellow,  that's  but  yoked, 
IMay  draw  with  you :  there's  millions  now  alive, 
That  nightly  lie  in  those  unproper*  beds, 
Which  they  dare  swear  peculiar ;  your  ca^e  is  better. 
O,  'tis  the  spite  of  hell,  the  fiend's  arch-mock. 
To  lip  a  wanton  in  a  secure  f  couch. 
And  to  suppose  her  chaste  !    No,  let  me  know  : 
And,  knowing  what  I  am,  I  know  what  she  shall  be. 

0th.  O,  thou  art  wise ;  'tis  certain. 

lago.  Stand  vou  awhile  apart : 
Confine  yourself  but  in  a  patient  list.  J 
Whilst  you  were  here^  ere  while  mad  with  your  grief 
(A  passion  most  unsuiting  such  a  man), 
Cassio  came  hither :  I  shifted  him  away. 
And  laid  good  'scuse  upoh  your  ecstasy  ; 
Bade  him  anon  return,  and  here  speak  with  me : 
The  which  he  promised.    Do  but  encave  yourself. 
And  mark  the  fleers,  the  gibes,  and  notable  scorns. 
That  dwell  in  every  region  of  his  face  ; 
For  I  will  make  him  tell  the  tale  anew, — 
Where,  how,  how  oft,  how  long  ago,  and  when 
He  hath,  and  is  again  to  cope  your  wife ; 
I  say,  but  mark  his  gesture.    Marry,  patience ; 
Or  I  shall  say,  you  are  all  in  all  in  spleen. 
And  nothing  of  a  man. 

0th.  Dost  thou  hear,  lago  ? 

*  Common.  t  Supposed  to  be  unpolluted. 

J  Bounds  of  patience. 

VOL.  IV.  2  M 
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I  will  bo  found  most  cunning  in  my  patience ; 
Eut  (dost  thou  hear)  most  bloody. 

lago.  That's  not  amiss  ! 
But  yet  keep  time  in  all.    Will  you  withdraw  ? 

[Othello  ivitMraivs. 
Kow  will  I  question  Cassio  of  Bianca, 
A  housewife,  that,  by  selling  her  desires. 
Buys  herself  bread  and  clothes :  it  is  a  creature, 
That  doats  on  Cassio, — as  'tis  the  strumpet's  plague, 
To  beguile  many,  and  be  beguiled  by  one ; 
He,  when  he  hears  of  her,  cannot  refrain 
From  the  excess  of  lauchter : — Here  he  comes  : — 
As  he  shall  smile,  Othello  shall  go  mad; 
And  his  unbookish*  jealousy  must  construe 
Poor  Cassio's  smiles,  gestures,  and  light  behavioui- 
Quite  in  the  ■wrong. 

He-enter  Cassio. 

How  do  you  now,  heutcuant  ? 

Cas.  The  worser,  that  you  give  me  the  addition,! 
"^Yhose  want  even  kills  me. 

lago.  Ply  Desdemona  well,  and  you  are  sure  oft. 
Kow,  if  this  suit  lay  in  Bianca's  power,  \_Speaking  Iov:er. 

How  quickly  should  you  speed  ? 

Cas.  Alas,  poor  caitiff ! 

0th.  Look,  how  he  laughs  already  !  \_Aslde. 

lago.  I  never  knew  a  woman  love  man  so. 

Cas.  Alas,  poor  rogue  !  I  think  i'  faith  she  loves  me. 

0th.  Now  he  denies  it  faintly,  and  laughs  it  out.  [Aside. 

lago.  Do  you  hear,  Cassio  ? 

Ofh.  Now  he  importunes  him 
To  tell  it  o'er :  Go  to ;  well  said,  well  said.  [Aside, 

lago.  She  gives  it  out,  that  you  shall  marry  her : 
Do  you  intend  it  ? 

Cas.  Ha,  ha,  ha ! 

OtJt.  Do  you  triumph,  Eoman !  do  you  triumph !  [Aside. 

Cas.  I  marry  her ! — what  ?  a  customer  !  J  I  pi-'ytheo,  bear 
some  charity  to  my  wit ;  do  not  think  it  so  unwholesome.  Ha, 
ha,  ha ! 

Oih.  So,  so,  so,  so  :  They  laugh  that  win.  [Aside. 

lago.  'Faith,  the  cry  goes,  that  you  shall  marry  her. 

Cas.  Pr'ythee,  say  true. 

lago.  I  am  a  very  villain  else. 

0th.  Have  you  scored  me  ?  §  Well.  [Aside. 

Cas.  This  is  the  monkey's  own  giving  out :  she  is  persuaded  I 
will  marry  her,  out  of  her  own  love  and  flattery,  not  out  of  my 
promise. 

0th.  lago  beckons  me ;  now  he  begins  the  story.  [Aside. 

Cas.  She  was  here  even  now ;  she  haunts  me  in  every  place. 
I  was,  the  other  day,  talking  on  the  sea-bank  with  certain  Venc- 

*  Ignorant.  t  7.  e.  the  title  of  lieutenant. 

t  A  common  woman.  5  Have  you  cast  up  my  reckoning  ? 
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tians ;  and  thither  comes  this  hauble ;  by  this  hand,  she  falls  thus 
about  niy  neck ; 

Qth.  Crying,  O  dear  Cassio !  as  it  were :  his  gesture  imports  it. 

[^Aside. 

Cas.  So  hangs,  and  lolls,  and  weeps  upon  me ;  so  hales,  aud 
pulls  me :  ha,  ha,  ha ! — ■ 

0th.  Now  he  tells,  how  she  pluck'd  him  to  my  chamber :  O,  I 
sec  that  nose  of  yours,  but  not  that  dog  I  shall  throw  it  to. 

\_Aside. 

Cas.  Well,  I  must  leave  her  company. 

lago.  Before  me !  look  where  she  comes. 

Enter  BlANCA. 

Cas.  'Tis  such  another  fitchew !  *  marrj%  a  perfumed  one. — 
"What  do  you  mean  by  this  haunting  of  me  ? 

Bian.  Let  the  devil  and  his  dam  haunt  you !  What  did  you 
mean  by  that  same  handkerchief,  you  gave  me  even  now  ?  I  was  a 
fine  fool  to  take  it.  I  must  take  ovit  the  whole  work  ? — A  likely 
piece  of  work,  that  you  should  find  it  in  your  chamber,  and  not 
know  who  left  it  there  !  This  is  some  minx's  token,  and  I  must 
take  out  the  work  ?  There, — give  it  your  hobby-horse :  where- 
soever you  had  it,  I'll  take  out  no  work  on't. 

Cas.  How  now,  my  sweet  Bianca  ?  how  now  ?  how  now  ? 

0th,  By  heaven,  that  should  bo  my  handkerchief !         [Aside. 

Hian.  An  you'll  come  to  supper  to-ni"ht,  you  may:  an  you 
will  not,  come  when  you  are  next  prepared  for.  [Exit. 

lago.  After  her,  after  her. 

Cas.  'Faith  I  must,  she'll  rail  in  the  streets  else. 

lago.  Will  you  sup  there  ? 

Cas.  'Faith,  I  intend  so. 

lago.  Well,  I  may  chance  to  see  you ;  for  I  would  very  fain 
speak  with  you. 

Cas.  Pr'ythee,  come ;  Will  you  ? 

lago.  Go  to ;  say  no  more.  [Exit  Cassio. 

0th.  How  shall  I  murder  him,  lago  ? 

lago.  Did  you  perceive  how  he  laughed  at  his  vice  ? 

0th.  O,  lago ! 

lago.  And  did  you  see  the  handkerchief? 

0th.  Was  that  mine  ? 

lago.  Yours,  by  this  hand :  and  to  see  how  he  prizes  the  fool- 
ish woman,  your  wife !  she  gave  it  to  him,  and  he  hath  given  it 
his  whore. 

Ofh.  I  would  have  him  nine  years  a  killing : — A  fine  woman  ! 
a  fair  woman !  a  sweet  woman  ! 

Jago.  Nay,  you  must  forget  that, 

Oili:  Ay,  let  her  rot,  and  perish,  and  bo  damned  to-night ;  for 
she  shall  not  live :  No,  my  heart  is  turned  to  stone ;  I  strike 
it,  and  it  hurts  tny  hand.  O,  the  world  hath  not  a  sweeter 
creature :  she  might  lie  by  an  emperor's  side,  and  command  him 
tasks. 

lago.  Nay,  that's  not  your  way. 

*  A  polecat. 
2m2 
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0th.  Hang  her!  1  do  but  say  what  she  is:— So  delicate  with 
her  needle ! — An  admirable  musician !  O,  she  will  .sing  the 
f  avagene-ss  out  of  a  bear  !— Of  so  high  and  plenteous  wit  and  in- 
vention ! — 

lago.  She's  the  worse  for  all  this. 

0th.  O,  a  thousand,  a  thousand  times : 
And  then,  of  so  gentle  a  condition  !  * 

lago.  Ay,  too  gentle. 

Oih.  Nay,  that's  certain :  But  yet  the  pity  of  it,  lago  I— O, 
lago,  the  pity  of  it,  lago ! 

lago.  If  you  are  so  fond  over  her  iniquity,  give  her  patent  to 
offend ;  for,  if  it  touch  not  you,  it  comes  near  nobody. 

0th.  I  will  chop  her  into  messes : — Cuckold  me  ! 

lago.  O,  'tis  foul  in  her. 

0th.  With  mine  olhcer  ! 

lago.  That's  fouler. 

0th.  Get  me  some  poison,  lago ;  this  night :— I'll  not  expostu- 
late with  her,  lest  her  body  and  beauty  unprovide  my  mind 
again :  this  night,  lago. 

lago.  Do  it  not  with  poison,  strangle  her  in  her  bed,  even  the 
bed  she  hath  contaminated. 

0th.  Good,  good:  the  justice  of  it  pleases;  very  good. 

lago.  And,  for  Ca.ssio, — let  me  be  his  undertaker :  You  .shall 
hear  more  by  midnight.  [_A  trvmpet  within. 

Oih.  Excellent  good. — "What  trumpet  is  that  same  ? 

lago.  Something  from  Venice,  sure.    'Tis  Lodovico, 
Come  from  the  duke :  and  see,  your  wife  is  with  him. 

Uiiter  Lodovico,  Desdemona,  and  Attendants. 

Lod.  'Save  you,  worthy  general ! 

0th.  With  all  my  heart.  Sir. 

Lod.  The  duke  and  senators  of  Venice  greet  you. 

[  Gives  him  a  ijachct. 

0th.  I  kiss  the  instrument  of  their  plea.sures. 

\^0pe)is  the  packet  and  reads. 

Des.  And  what's  the  news,  good  cousin  Lodovico  't 

lago.  I  am  very  glad  to  see  you,  signior ; 
Welcome  to  Cyprus. 

Lod.  I  thank  you :  How  does  lieutenant  Cassio  ? 

lago.  Lives,  Sir. 

JDes.  Cousin,  there's  fallen  between  him  and  my  lord 
An  unkind  breach :  but  you  shall  make  all  well. 

0th.  Are  you  sure  of  that  F 

JDes.  My  lord? 

0th.  This  fail  yoti,  not  to  do,  as  you  toill —  [RoaCs. 

Lod.  He  did  not  call ;  he's  busy  in  the  pai)er. 
Is  there  division  'twixt  thy  lord  and  Cassio  ? 

Des.  A  most  unha])py  one ;  I  ^vou](l  do  much 
To  atonet  them,  for  the  love  I  bear  to  Cassio. 

0th.  Fire  and  brimstone ! 

Des.  My  lord  ? 

0th.  Are  you  wise  ? 

*  Disposition.  f  ncconcile. 
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Bes.  What,  is  he  angry  ? 

Lod.  May  be,  the  letter  moved  him  ; 
For,  as  I  think,  they  do  command  him  homo, 
n)eputing  Cassio  in  liis  government. 

IJes.  Uy  my  troth,  I  am  glad  on't. 

0th.  Indeed ! 

Bes.  My  lord  ? 

0th.  I  am  glad  to  see  you  mad. 

I)es.  How,  sweet  Othello  ? 

0th.  Devil !  ISlrUdiio  her. 

Bes.  I  have  not  deserved  this. 

Lod.  My  lord,  this  would  not  be  believed  in  Venice, 
Though  1  should  swear  1  saw  it :  'Tis  very  much  ; 
;Make  her  amends,  she  weeps. 

0th.  O  devil,  devil ! 
If  that  the  earth  could  teem  with  woman's  tears. 
Each  drop  she  falls*  would  prove  a  crocodile ; — 
Out  of  my  sight ! 

Bes.  I  will  not  stay  to  offend  you.  {_Goi)ig. 

Lod.  Truly,  an  obedient  lady  :— 
I  do  beseech  your  lordship,  call  her  back. 

0th.  Mistress, 

Bes.  My  lord  ? 

0th.  What  would  you  with  her,  Sir  ? 

Lod.  Who,  I,  my  lord? 

0th.  Ay ;  you  did  wish,  that  I  would  make  her  turn : 
Sir,  she  can  turn,  and  turn,  and  yet  go  on, 
And  turn  again  ;  and  she  can  weep,  Sir,  weep  ; 
And  she's  obedient,  as  you  say, — obedient, — 
Very  obedient ; — Proceed  you  in  your  tears. — 
Concerning  this,  Sir, — O  well-paint«d  passion  ! 
I  am  commanded  home : — Get  you  away  ; 
I'll  send  for  you  anon. — Sir,  I  obey  the  mandate, 
And  will  return  to  Venice ; — Hence,  avaunt ! 

[i:.vit  Desdemona. 
f 'assio  shall  have  my  place.    And,— Sir,  to-night, 
Ido  entreat  that  we  may  sup  together. 
You  are  welcome,  Sir,  to  Cyprus. — Goats  and  monkeys  I      [TT.!''. 

Lod.  Is  this  the  noble  Moor  whom  our  full  senate 
Call— all-in-all  sufficient  ? — This  the  nature 
Whom  passion  could  not  shake  ?  whose  solid  virtue 
The  shot  of  accident,  nor  dart  of  chance. 
Could  neither  graze,  nor  pierce  ? 

lago.  He  is  much  changed. 

Lod.  Are  his  wits  safe  ?  Is  he  not  light  of  brain  ? 

lago.  He  is  that  he  is ;  I  may  not  breathe  my  censure. 
What  he  might  be, — if,  what  he  might,  he  is  not, — 
I  would  to  heaven,  he  were. 

Lod.  What,  strike  his  wife  ! 

lago.  'Faith,  that  was  not  so  well ;  Tet  'would  I  knew, 
That  stroke  would  prove  the  worst. 

Lod.  Is  it  his  use  ? 

♦  Lets  fall. 
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Or  did  tlie  letters  ^york  upon  his  blood. 
And  new  create  this  fault  ? 

IcKjo.  Alas,  alas ! 
It  is  not  honesty  in  me  to  speak 

IVliat  I  have  seen  and  known.    You  shall  observe  him ; 
And  his  own  courses  will  denote  him  so. 
That  I  may  save  my  speech :  Do  hut  go  after. 
And  mark  how  he  continues. 

Lod.  I  am  sorry,  that  I  am  deceived  in  him.  [Exeunt. 

SCENE  II.— A  Boom  in  the  Castle. 
Enter  Othello  and  Emilia. 

0th.  You  have  seen  nothing  then  ? 

Emil.  Nor  ever  heard ;  nor  ever  did  suspect. 

0th.  Yes,  you  have  seen  Cassio  and  she  together. 

Emil.  But  then  I  saw  no  harm :  and  then  I  heard 
Each  syllable,  that  breath  made  up  between  them. 

0th.  What,  did  they  never  whisper  ? 

Emil.  Never,  my  lord. 

0th.  Nor  send  you  out  o'  the  way  ? 

Emil.  Never. 

Oth.  To  fetch  her  fan,  her  gloves,  her  mask,  nor  nothing  ? 

Emil.  Never,  my  lord. 

Oth.  That's  strange. 

Emil.  I  durst,  my  lord,  to  wager  she  is  honest. 
Lay  down  my  soul  at  stake :  if  you  think  other, 
liemove  your  thought ;  it  doth  abuse  your  bosom. 
If  any  wretch  hath  put  this  in  your  head, 
Let  heaven  requite  it  with  the  serpent's  curse ! 
Eor,  if  she  be  not  honest,  chaste,  and  true. 
There's  no  man  happy ;  the  purest  of  their  wives 
Is  foul  as  slander. 

Oth.  Bid  her  come  hither : — go. —  [_Exit  Emilia. 

She  says  enough : — yet  she's  a  simple  bawd, 
That  cannot  say  as  much.    This  is  a  subtle  whore, 
A  closet-lock-and-key  of  villanous  secrets : 
And  yet  she'll  kneel,  and  pray ;  I  have  seen  her  do't. 

Re-enter  Emilia,  loith  Desdemona. 

Bes.  My  lord,  what  is  your  will  ? 

Oth.  Pray,  chuck,  come  hither. 

Des.  "What  is  your  pleasure  ? 

Oth.  Let  me  see  your  eyes ; 
Look  in  my  face. 

Bes.  What  horrible  fancy's  this? 

Oth.  Some  of  your  function,  mistress ;  [Zb  Emilia. 

Leave  procreants  alone,  and  shut  the  door ; 
Cough,  or  cry — hem,  if  any  body  come  : 
Your  mystery,  your  mystery ;— nay,  despatch.        [Exit  Emilia. 

Bes.  Upon  my  knees,  what  doth  your  speech  import  ? 
I  understand  a  fury  in  your  words. 
But  not  the  words. 

Oth.  Why,  what  art  thou  ? 
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Des.  Your  -svifo,  my  lord ;  your  true 
And  loyal  wife. 

0th.  Come,  swear  it,  damn  tliyself ; 
Lest,  being  like  one  of  heaven,  the  devils  themselves 
Should  fear  to  seize  thee :  therefore  bo  double  damn'd. 
Swear — thou  art  honest. 

Des.  Heaven  doth  truly  know  it. 

Olh.  Heaven  truly  knows  that  thou  art  false  as  hell. 

Des.  To  whom,  my  lord  ?  with  whom  ?    How  am  I  false  ? 

Otli.  O  Desdemona  ! — away !  away !  away ! 

Des.  Alas,  the  heavy  day  ! — Why  do  you  weep  ? 
Am  I  the  occasion  of  these  tears,  my  lord  ? 
If,  haply,  you  my  father  do  suspect. 
An  instrument  of  this  your  calling  back. 
Lay  not  your  blame  on  me ;  if  you  have  lost  him. 
Why,  I  have  lost  him  too. 

Olh.  Had  it  pleased  heaven 
To  try  me  with  affliction ;  had  he  rain'd 
All  kmds  of  sores,  and  shames,  on  my  bare  head ; 
Steep'd  me  in  poverty  to  the  very  lips ; 
Given  to  captivity  me  and  my  utmost  hopes ; 
I  should  have  found  in  some  part  of  my  soul 
A  drop  of  patience :  but  (alas  !)  to  make  me 
A  fixed  figure,  for  the  time  of  scorn 
To  point  his  slow  unmoving  finger  at, — 
O!  O! 

Yet  could  I  bear  that  too ;  well,  very  well : 
But  there,  where  I  have  garner'd  up  my  heart ; 
W'here  either  I  must  live,  or  bear  no  life ; 
The  fountain  from  the  which  my  current  runs, 
Or  else  dries  up  ;  to  be  discarded  thence  ! 
Or  keep  it  as  a  cistern,  for  foul  toads 
To  knot  and  gender  in  ! — turn  thy  complexion  there ! 
Patience,  thou  young  and  rose-lipp'd  cherubim ; 
Ay,  there,  look  grim  as  hell ! 

Des.  I  hope,  my  noble  lord  esteems  me  honest. 

0th.  O,  ay ;  as  summer  flies  are  in  the  shambles. 
That  quicken  oven  with  blowing.    O  thou  weed, 
Who  art  so  lovely  fair,  and  smell'st  so  sweet, 
That  the  sense  aches  at  thee. — 'Would  thou  hadst  ne'er  been 
born ! 

Des.  Alas,  what  ignorant  sin  have  I  committed  ? 

0th.  Was  this  Mr  paper,  this  most  goodly  book, 
jMade  to  write  whore  upon  ?  What  committed ! 
Committed ! — O  thou  public  commoner ! 
I  should  make  very  forges  of  my  cheeks. 
That  would  to  cinders  burn  up  modesty, 
Pid  I  but  speak  thy  deeds. — AYhat  committed  ! 
Heaven  stops  the  nose  at  it,  and  the  moon  wiuks ; 
The  bawdy  wind,  that  kisses  all  it  meets, 
Is  hush'd  within  the  hollo^v  mine  of  earth. 
And  will  not  hear  it :  What  committed ! — 
Impudent  strumpet ! 
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Des.  By  heaven,  you  do  me  wrong. 

0th.  Are  not  you  a  strumpet  ? 

Des.  No,  as  I  am  a  Christian  : 
If  to  preserve  this  vessel  for  my  lord, 
From  any  other  foul  unlawful  touch, 
Be — not  to  be  a  strumpet,  I  am  none. 

0th.  "What,  not  a  whore  ? 

Des.  No,  as  I  shall  be  saved. 

0th.  Is  it  possible  ? 

Des.  O,  heaven  forgive  us ! 

Oth.  I  cry  you  mercy,  then  ; 
I  took  you  for  that  cunning  whore  of  A'enice, 
Tliat  married  with  Othello. — You,  mistress. 

Re-enter  Emilia. 
That  have  the  office  opposite  to  Saint  Peter, 
And  keep  the  gate  of  hell ;  You  !  you  I  ay,  you  ! 
We  have  done  our  course ;  there's  money  for  your  pains ; 
I  pray  you,  turn  the  key,  and  keep  our  counsel.  [ La//. 

Emil.  Alas,  what  does  this  gentleman  conceive  ?  — 
How  do  you,  madam  ?  how  do  you,  my  good  lady  ? 

Des.  'Paith,  half  asleep. 

Emit.  Good  madam,  what's  the  matter  with  my  lord  ? 

Des.  With  whom  ? 

Emil.  Why,  with  my  lord,  madam. 

Des.  Who  is  thy  lord  ? 

E'inil.  He  that  is  yours,  sweet  lady. 

Des.  I  have  none  :  Do  not  talk  to  me,  Emilia  ; 
I  cannot  weep ;  nor  answer  I  have  none, 
But  what  should  go  by  water.    Pr'ythee  to-night 
Lay  on  my  bed  my  wedding  sheets, — remember  ; — 
And  call  thy  husband  hither. 

Emil.  Here  is  a  change,  indeed  !  [E.ri'.. 

Des.  'Tis  meet  I  should  be  used  so,  very  meet. 
How  have  I  been  behaved,  that  he  miglitstick 
The  small'st  opinion  on  my  great'st  abuse  ? 

Ee-enter  Emilia,  loith  Iago, 

lago.  What  is  your  pleasure,  madam  ?  How  is  it  with  you  ? 

Des.  I  cannot  tell.    Those  that  do  teach  young  babes, 
Do  it  with  gentle  means,  and  easy  tasks  : 
He  might  have  chid  me  so ;  for,  in  good  faith, 
1  am  a  child  to  chiding. 

Ia(io.  What's  the  matter,  lady  ? 

Emil.  Alas,  Iago,  my  lord  hath  so  bewhored  her, 
Thrown  such  despite  and  heavy  terms  upon  her, 
As  true  hearts  cannot  bear. 

Des.  Am  I  that  name,  Iago  ? 

Ingo.  AVhat  name,  fair  lady  ? 

Des.  Such  as,  she  says,  my  lord  did  say  I  was. 

Emil.  He  call'd  her,  whore;  a  beggar,  in  his  drink, 
Could  not  have  laid  such  terms  upon  his  c;.llet.  * 

*  His  drab. 
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logo,  "\yiiy  did  lie  so  ? 

Des.  I  do  not  know  ;  I  am  sure,  I  am  none  such. 

logo.  Do  not  weep,  do  not  weep ;  Alas,  the  day  1 

Emil.  Has  she  forsook  so  many  noble  matches, 
Her  father,  and  her  country,  and  her  friends, 
To  bo  call'd — whore  !  would  it  not  make  one  weep  ? 

J)es.  It  is  my  wretched  fortune. 

lago.  Beshrew  him  for  it ! 
How  comes  this  trick  upon  him  ? 

Des.  Nay,  heaven  doth  know. 

IJmil.  I  will  be  hang'd  if  some  eternal  villaui. 
Some  busy  and  insinuating  rogue, 
Some  cogging  cozening  slave,  to  get  some  office, 
Have  not  devised  this  slander ;  I'll  be  hang'd  else. 

Ingo.  Fie,  there  is  no  such  man  ;  it  is  impossible. 

Ben.  If  any  such  there  be,  heaven  pardon  him  ! 

JSmil.  A  halter  pardon  him  !  and  hell  knaw  his  bones  I 
T\"hy  should  he  call  her  whore  ?  who  keeps  her  company  ? 
What  place  ?  what  time?  what  form  ^  what  likelihood ': 
The  Moor  's  abused  by  some  most  villanous  knave, 
Some  base,  notorious  knave,  some  scurvy  fellow : — 
O,  heaven,  that  such  companions*  thou'dst  unfold  ; 
And  put  in  every  honest  hand  a  whip. 
To  lash  the  rascal  naked  through  the  world, 
Even  from  the  east  to  the  west ! 

lago.  Speak  within  door,  t 

limil.  O,  lie  upon  him !  some  such  squire  he  wa.s, 
That  turn'd  your  wit  the  seamy  side+  without, 
XwA  made  you  to  suspect  me  with  the  Moor. 

Ingo.  You  are  a  fool ;  go  to. 

Des.  O  good  lago, 
"What  shall  I  do  to  win  my  lord  again  ? 
Good  friend,  go  to  him ;  for,  by  this  light  of  heaven, 
I  know  not  how  I  lost  him.    Here  I  kneel  :— 
If  e'er  my  will  did  trespass  'gainst  his  love, 
Either  in  discourse  of  thought  or  actual  deed  ; 
Or  that  mine  eyes,  mine  ears,  or  any  sense, 
Delighted  them  in  any  other  form ; 
Or  that  I  do  not  yet,  and  ever  did, 
And  ever  will,  though  he  do  shake  mo  off 
To  beggarly  divorcement, — love  him  dearly. 
Comfort  forswear  me !     Unkindness  may  do  much  ; 
And  his  unkindness  may  defeat  my  life, 
But  never  taint  my  love.    I  cannot  say,  whore ; 
It  does  abhor  me,  now  I  s])eak  the  word ; 
To  do  the  act  that  might  the  addition  §  earn, 
Not  the  world's  mass  of  vanity  could  make  mo. 

logo.  I  pray  you,  be  content :  'tis  but  his  humour ; 
The  l)usiness  of  the  state  does  him  otfence, 
And  he  does  chide  witli  you. 

Des.  If  'twere  no  other, — 

*  Fellows.  +  Keep  your  tongue  (juiot. 

i  Inside  out.  i  Title. 
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lago.  It  is  but  so,  I  wai'rant  you.  \_Trumpets. 

Hark,  ho\v  these  instruments  summon  to  supper  ! 
And  the  great  messengers  of  Venice  stay  : 
Go  in,  and  weep  not,  all  things  shall  be  well. 

lExeunt  Desdemona  and  Emilia, 

Enter  EoDEEiGO. 
How  now,  Eoderigo  ? 

Mod.  I  do  not  find,  that  thou  deal'st  justly  with  me. 

lago.  What  in  the  contrary  ? 

Rod.  Every  day  thou  doff'st  *  me  mth  some  device,  lago ;  and 
rather  (as  it  seems  to  me  now)  keep'st  from  me  all  conveniency, 
than  suppliest  me  with  the  least  advantage  of  hope.  I  will,  in- 
deed, no  longer  endure  it :  Nor  am  I  yet  persuaded,  to  put  up  in 
peace  what  already  1  have  foolishly  suffered. 

lago.  Will  you  hear  me,  Roderigo  ? 

Hod.  'Faith,  I  have  heard  too  much ;  for  your  words  and  per- 
formances are  no  kin  together. 

lago.  You  charge  me  most  unjustly. 

Rod.  With  naught  but  truth.  I  have  wasted  myself  out  of 
my  means.  The  jewels  you  have  had  from  me,  to  deliver  to  Des- 
demona,  would  half  have  corrupted  a  votarist :  You  have  told 
me — she  has  received  them,  and  return'd  me  expectations  and 
comforts  of  sudden  respect  and  acquittance,  t  but  I  find  none. 

lago.  Well ;  go  to ;  very  well. 

Rod.  Very  well !  go  to  !  I  cannot  go  to,  man ;  nor  'tis  not  very 
well :  By  this  hand,  I  say,  it  is  very  scurvy ;  and  begin  to  find 
myself  fobbed  in  it. 

lago.  Very  well. 

Rod.  I  tell  you,  'tis  not  very  well.  I  vnW  make  myself  kno^ni 
to  Dcsdemona :  If  she  will  return  mo  my  jewels,  1  will  give  over 
my  suit,  and  repent  my  unlawful  solicitation :  if  not,  assure  your- 
self, I  will  seek  satisfaction  of  you. 

lago.  You  have  said  now. 

Rod.  Ay,  and  I  have  said  nothing,  but  what  I  protest  intend- 
tnent  of  doing. 

lago.  Why,  now  I  see  there's  mettle  in  thee ;  and  even,  from 
this  instant,  do  build  on  thee  a  better  opinion  than  ever  before. 
Give  me  thy  hand,  Eoderigo  ;  thou  hast  taken  against  me  a  most 
just  exception ;  but,  yet,  I  protest  I  have  dealt  most  directly  in 
thy  affair. 

Rod.  It  hath  not  appeared. 

lago.  I  grant,  indeed,  it  hath  not  appeared;  and  your  sus- 

I)icion  is  not  without  wit  and  judgment.  But,  Eoderigo,  if  thou 
last  that  within  thee  indeed,  which  I  have  greater  reason  to  be- 
lieve now  than  ever, — I  mean,  purpose,  courage,  and  valour, — 
this  night  show  it:  if  thou  the  next  night  following  enjoyest  not 
Desdomona,  take  me  from  this  world  with  treachery,  and  devise 
engines  +  for  ray  life. 
Rod.  ^Vell,  what  is  it  ?  is  it  within  reason,  and  compass  ? 
lago.  Sir,  there  is  especial  commission  come  from  Venice,  to 
depute  Cassio  in  Othello's  place. 

*  Put'st  me  off.  t  Requital.  t  Racks, 
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Rod.  Is  that  true  ?  why,  then  Othello  and  Desdeniona  return 
again  to  Venice. 

logo.  O,  no;  he  goes  into  Mauritania,  and  takes  away  with 
him  the  fair  Desdeniona,  unless  his  abode  bo  linger'd  here  by 
some  accident ;  wherein  none  can  be  so  determinate,  as  the  re- 
moving of  Cassio. 

Rod.  How  do  you  mean — removing  of  him  ? 

lago.  "Why,  by  making  him  incapable  of  Othello's  place; 
knocking  out  his  brains. 

Rod.  And  that  you  would  have  me  do  ? 

lago.  Ay ;  if  you  dare  do  yourself  a  profit,  and  a  right.  Ho 
sups  to-night  with  a  harlot,  and  thither  will  I  go  to  him ; — he 
knows  not  yet  of  his  honourable  fortune :  if  you  will  watch  his 
going  thence  (which  I  ivill  fashion  to  fallout  between  twelve  and 
one),  you  may  take  him  at  your  pleasure :  I  will  be  near  to 
second  your  attempt,  and  he  shall  fall  between  us.  Come,  stand 
not  amazed  at  it,  but  go  along  with  me ;  I  will  show  you  such  a 
necessity  in  his  death,  that  you  shall  think  yourself  bound  to 
put  it  on  him.  It  is  now  high  supper-time,  and  the  night  grows 
to  waste ;  about  it. 

Rod.  I  will  hear  further  reason  for  this, 

lago.  And  you  shall  be  satisfied.  [Exeunt. 

SCENE  III. — Another  Room  in  the  Castle. 

Enter  OxHELLO,  LoDovico,  Desdemona,  Emilia,  and 
Attendants. 

Lod.  I  do  beseech  you.  Sir,  trouble  yourself  no  further. 

0th.  O,  pardon  me  ;  'twill  do  me  good  to  walk. 

Lod.  Madam,  good  night ;  I  humbly  thank  your  ladyship. 

Bes.  Your  honour  is  most  welcome. 

Oth.  Will  you  walk.  Sir  ?— 
O, — Desdemona, 

Des.  My  lord  ? 

0th.  Get  you  to  bed  on  the  instant,  I  will  be  returned  forth- 
with :  dismiss  your  attendant  there ;  look,  it  be  done. 

Bes.  I  will,  my  lord. 

[Exeunt  OthELLO,  Lodovico,  and  Attendants. 

Emil.  How  goes  it  now  ?  he  looks  gentler  than  he  did. 

Bes.  He  says,  he  will  return  incontinent  ;* 
He  hath  commanded  me  to  go  to  bed, 
And  bade  me  to  dismiss  you. 

Emil.  Dismiss  me  ! 

Bes.  It  was  his  bidding ;  therefore,  good  Emilia, 
Give  me  my  nightly  wearing,  and  adieu : 
We  must  not  now  displease  him. 

Emil.  I  would,  you  had  never  seen  him ! 

Bes.  So  would  not  I ;  my  love  doth  so  approve  him. 
That  even  his  stubbornness,  his  checks,  and  frowns, — 
Pr'ythee,  unpin  me, — have  grace  and  favour  in  them. 

Emil.  I  have  laid  those  sheets  you  bade  me  on  the  bed. 

Bea,  All's  one :— good  father  !  how  foolish  are  our  minds  ! — 

*  Immediately. 
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If  I  do  die  before  thee,  pr'ythee,  shroud  me 
In  one  of  those  same  sheets. 

£>nil.  Come,  come,  you  talk. 

Des.  My  mother  had  a  maid  call'd—Barbara ; 
She  was  in  love  ;  and  he,  she  loved,  proved  mad,* 
And  did  forsake  her :  she  had  a  song  of— willow, 
An  old  thing  'twas,  but  it  express'diier  fortune, 
And  she  died  singing  it :  That  song,  to-night. 
Will  not  go  from  my  mind  ;  I  have  much  to  do 
Uut  to  go  hang  my  head  all  at  one  side, 
And  sing  it  like  poor  Barbara.    Pr'ythee,  despatch. 

JSmil.  Shall  I  go  fetch  your  night-gown  ? 

Des.  No,  unpin  me,  here. — 
This  Lodovico  is  a  proper  man. 

lEmil.  A  very  handsome  man. 

Des.  And  he  speaks  well. 

Emit.  I  know  a  lady  in  Venice,  who  would  have  walked  bare- 
foot to  Palestine,  for  a  touch  of  his  nether  lip. 

I. 

Des.  The  jioor  soul  sat  sigltiny  hy  a  sycamore  tree,       [Singing. 

Sing  all  a  green  wiUoil'  ; 
Her  hand  on  her  bosom,  her  head  on  her  Jcnee, 

Sing  ivillou;  willoic,  willow  : 
The  fresh  streams  ran  hy  her,  and  mitrrnvrd  her  moans  ; 

Sing  willow,  4'c. 
Jler  salt  tears  fell  from  her,  and  soften' d  the  stones  ; 
Lay  by  these : 

Sing  willow,  willotv,  willow  : 
Pr'ythee,  hie  thee ;  he'll  come  anon. — 

Sing  all  a  green  ivillow  must  he  my  garland. 
II. 
Let  nohody  hlame  him,  his  scorn  I  approve, — 
Nay,  that's  not  next. — Hark  !  who  is  it  that  knocks  ? 
Umil.  It  is  the  wind. 
Des.  I call'dmy  love,  false  love  ;  hnt  tchat  said  lie  then  ? 

Sing  willow,  t^'c. 
If  I  court  «?ot  women,  you'll  cov.ch  tcith  mo  men. 
So,  got  thee  gone  ;  good  night.    Mine  eyes  do  itch  ; 
Doth  that  bode  weeping  ? 
Emil.  'Tis  neither  here  nor  there. 

Des.  I  have  heard  it  said  so. — O,  these  men,  these  men  I— 
Dost  thou  in  conscience  think, — tell  me,  Emilia, — 
That  there  be  ■(^  omen  who  abuse  their  husbands 
In  such  gross  kind  ? 
Emit.  There  be  some  such,  no  question. 
Des.  "Wouldst  thou  do  such  a  deed  for  all  the  world  ? 
Emit.  AVhy,  would  not  you  ? 
Des.  No;  by  this  heavenly  light ! 

*  Inconstant.  t  More. 
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JSmil.  Nor  I  neither  by  this  heavenly  light; 
I  might  do't  as  well  i'  the  dark. 

I)es.  Wouldst  thou  do  such  a  deed  for  all  the  world  ? 

Emll.  The  world  is  a  huge  thing :  'Tis  a  great  price 
For  a  small  vice. 

Des.  Good  troth,  I  think  thou  wouldst  not. 

iLmiL  By  my  troth,  I  think  I  should ;  and  undo't,  when  I  had 
done.  Marry,  I  would  not  do  such  a  thing  for  a  joint-ring  ;  nor 
for  measures  of  lawn ;  nor  for  gowns,  petticoats,  nor  caps,  nor 
any  petty  exhibition :  but,  for  the  whole  world,  — Why,  who 
would  not  make  her  husband  a  cuckold,  to  make  him  a  monarch? 
I  should  venture  purgatory  for't. 

Des.  Beshrew  me,  if  I  would  do  such  a  wrong  for  the  \vhole 
world. 

Emil.  Why,  the  wrong  is  but  a  wrong  i'  the  Avorld;  and, 
having  the  world  for  your  labourj  'tis  a  wrong  in  your  ov.n 
world,  and  you  might  quickly  make  it  right. 

Des.  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  such  woman. 

Emil.  Yes,  a  dozen ;  and  as  many 
To  the  vantage,  as  would  store  the  world  they  play'd  for. 
But,  I  do  think,  it  is  their  husbands'  faults. 
If  wives  do  fall :  Say,  that  they  slack  their  dutie:^. 
And  pour  our  treasures  into  foreign  laps  ; 
Or  else  break  out  in  peevish  jealousies. 
Throwing  restraint  upon  us ;  or,  say  they  strike  us, 
Or  scant  our  former  having*  in  despite ; 
Why,  we  have  galls ;  and  though  we  have  some  grace. 
Yet  we  have  some  revenge.    Let  husbands  know. 
Their  wives  have  sense  t  like  them  :  they  see,  and  smell. 
And  have  their  palates  both  for  sweet  and  soia-, 
As  husbands  have.    AMiat  is  it  that  they  do. 
When  they  change  us  for  others  ?    Is  it  sport  ? 
I  think  it  is ;  And  doth  affection  breed  it  ? 
I  think,  it  doth ;  Is't  frailty,  that  thus  errs  ? 
It  is  so  too  :  And  have  not  Me  affections ? 
Desires  for  sport  ?  and  frailty,  as  men  have  ? 
Then,  let  them  use  us  well :  else,  let  them  know, 
The  ills  we  do,  their  ills  instruct  us  to. 

Des.  Good  night,  good  night :  Heaveu  me  such  usage  send, 
Not  to  pick  bad  from  bad ;  but,  by  bad,  mend  !  [Exeunt. 


ACT  V. 

SCENE  I.— A  Street 
Enter  Iago  and  Eodeeigo, 
lago.  Here,  stand  behind  this  bulk ;  straight  will  he  come  ■ 
Wear  thy  good  rapier  bare,  and  put  it  home ; 
Quick,  quick;  fear  nothing ;  I'll  be  at  thy  elbow : 
It  makes  us,  or  it  mars  us ;  think  on  that, 
And  fix  most  firm  thy  resolution. 

*  Our  former  allowance  of  expense.  +  Sensation. 
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Hod.  Be  near  at  hand ;  I  may  miscarry  in't. 

lago.  Here,  at  thy  hand ;  he  bold,  and  take  thy  sword. 

[Retires  to  a  little  distance. 

Jiod.  I  hare  no  great  devotion  to  the  deed ; 
And  yet  he  has  given  me  satisfying  reasons : — 
'Tis  but  a  man  gone : — forth,  my  sword ;  he  dies. 

[Goes  to  Jiis  stand. 

lago.  I  have  ruhb'd  this  young  quat  *  almost  to  the  sense,t 
And  he  grows  angry.    Now,  whether  he  kill  Cassio, 
Or  Cassio  him,  or  each  do  kill  the  other, 
Every  way  makes  my  gain :  Live  Eoderigo, 
He  calls  me  to  a  restitution  large 
Of  gold,  and  jewels,  that  I  bobb  d  J  from  him, 
As  gifts  to  Desdemona ; 
It  must  not  be :  if  Cassio  do  remain, 
He  hath  a  daily  beauty  in  his  life, 
That  makes  me  ugly ;  and,  besides,  the  Moor 
May  unfold  me  to  him;  there  stand  I  in  much  peril : 
No,  ho  must  die : — But  so,  I  hear  him  coming. 

I^nter  Cassio. 
Hod.  I  know  his  gait,  'tis  he ; — Villain,  thou  diest. 

[Hushes  from  his  post,  and  makes  a  pass  at  CassiO 
Cas.  That  thrust  had  been  my  enemy  indeed, 
But  that  my  coat  is  better  than  thou  think'st ; 
I  will  make  proof  of  thine.  [Draws  and  ivounds  EoDEElGO. 

Hod.  O,  I  am  slain ! 

[Iago  rushes  from  his  post,  cids  Cassio  lehind  in 
the  leg,  and  exit. 
Cas.  I  am  maim'd  for  ever: — Help,  ho  !  murder !  murder  ! 

[Falls. 
JEnter  Othello,  at  a  distance. 
0th.  The  voice  of  Cassio : — lago  keeps  his  word. 
Hod.  O,  villain  that  I  am ! 
0th.  Hark !  'tis  even  so. 
Cas.  O,  help  !  ho !  light !  a  surgeon  ! 
0th.  'Tis  he : — O  brave  lago,  honest,  and  just, 
That  hast  such  noble  sense  of  thy  friend's  wrong ! 
Thou  teachest  me, — Minion,  your  dear  lies  dead, 
And  your  fate  hies  apace  : — Strumpet,  I  come : 
Porth  of  my  heart  those  charms,  thine  eyes,  are  blotted ; 
Thy  bed,  lust-stain' d,  shall  with  lust's  blood  be  spotted. 

[Exit  Othello. 
Enter  LODOVICO  and  GfiATlANO,  at  a  distance. 
Cas.  AYhat,  ho  !  no  watch  ?  no  passage  ?  §  murder  !  murder  ! 
Gra.  'Tis  some  mischance ;  the  cry  is  very  direful. 
Cas.  O,  help  ! 
Lod.  Hark! 

Hod.  O  wretched  villain  ! 
Lod.  Two  or  three  groans; — it  is  a  heavTll  night : 

*  Pimple.  t  To  tlie  quick.  t  Fished. 

^  Passengers,  ||  Thick,  cloudy. 
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These  may  be  counterfeits ;  let's  think't  unsafe 
To  come  in  to  the  cry,  without  more  help. 
Rod.  Nobody  come  ?  then  shall  I  bleed  to  death. 

Enter  Iago,  ivith  a  Light. 

Lod.  Hark ! 

Gra.  Here's  one  comes  in  his  shirt,  Trith  light  and  weapons. 

Iago.  Who's  there?  whose  noise  is  this,  that  cries  ou  murder? 

Lod.  We  do  not  know. 

Iago.  Did  you  not  hear  a  cry  ? 

Cas.  Here,  here ;  for  heaven's  sake,  help  me. 

Iago.  What's  the  matter  ?_ 

Gra.  This  is  Othello's  ancient,  as  I  take  it. 

Lod.  The  same,  indeed ;  a  very  valiant  follow. 

Iago.  What  are  you  here  that  cry  so  grievously  ? 

Cas.  Iago  ?  O,  I  am  spoil'd,  undone  by  villains  ! 
Give  me  some  help. 

Iago.  O  me,  lieutenant !  what  villains  have  done  tliis  ? 

Cas.  I  think,  that  one  of  them  is  hereabout. 
And  cannot  make  away. 

Iago.  0  treacherous  villains  ! — 
What  are  you  there  ?  come  in,  and  give  some  help. 

\_To  LODOVICO  and  Geatiako. 

Bod.  O,  help  me  here. 

Cas.  That's  one  of  them. 

Iago.  O  murderous  slave  !  O  villain  !  [Iago  s/aJs  Eodeeigo. 

Mod.  0  damn'd  Iago  !   O  inhuman  dog  ! — 
O!  O!  O! 

Iago.  Kill  men  i'  the  dark  ? — Where  be  these  bloody  thieves  ? 
How  silent  is  this  town ! — Ho !  murder !  murder ! 
What  may  you  be  ?  are  you  of  good,  or  evil  ? 

Lod.  As  you  shall  prove  us,  praise  us. 

Iago.  Siguier  Lodovico  ? 

Lod.  He,  Sir. 

Iago.  I  cry  you  mercy ;  Here's  Cassio  hurt 
By  villains. 

Gra.  Cassio ! 

Iago.  How  is  it,  brother  ? 

Cas.  Jly  leg  is  cut  in  two. 

Iago.  Marry,  heaven  forbid ! — 
Light,  gentlemen ;  I'll  bind  it  with  my  shirt. 
Enter  BlANCA. 

Bian.  What  is  the  matter,  ho  ?  who  is't  that  cried  ? 

Iago.  AVho  is't  that  cried  ? 

Bian.  O  ray  dear  Cassio  !  my  sweet  Cassio! 
O  Cassio  !  Cassio  !  Cassio ! 

Iago.  O  notable  strumpet ! — Cassio,  may  you  suspect 
Who  they  should  be,  that  have  thus  mangled  you  ? 

Cas.  No. 

Gra.  I  am  sorry,  to  find  you  thus  :  I  have  been  to  seek  you. 

Iago.  Lend  me  a  garter  :  So. — O,  for  a  chair, 
To  bear  him  easily  hence ! 

Bian.  Alas,  he  "faints : — O  Cassio !  Cassio  !  Cassio  ! 
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lago.  Gentlemen  all.  I  do  suspect  this  trash 
To  be  a  party  in  this  injury. — 
Patience  awhile,  Rood  Cassio. — Come,  come ; 
Lend  me  a  light. — Know  we  this  face,  or  no  ? 
Alas  !  my  friend,  and  my  dear  countryman, 
]ioderigo  ?  no  : — Yes,  sure ;  O  heaven,  lioderigo. 

Gra.  AVhat,  of  Venice  ? 

lago.  Even  he.  Sir;  did  you  know  him? 

Gra.  Know  him  ?  ay. 

lago.  Signior  Gratiano  ?    I  cry  you  gentle  pardon ; 
These  bloody  accidents  uuist  excuse  my  manners. 
That  so  neglected  you. 

Gra.  I  am  glad  to  see  you. 

lago.  How  do  you,  CiL-^sio  ? — 0,  a  chair."  a  chair  I 

Gra.  lioderigo  ! 

lago.  He,  he,  'tis  he : — 0,  that's  well  said ; — the  chair : 

'\_A  chair  Iror.ghL  hi. 
Some  good  man  bear  him  carefully  from  hence  ; 
I'll  fetch  the  general's  surgeon. — Yov  you,  mistress,  [To  Bl.iyc.\. 
Save  you  your  labour.    He  that  lies  slain  here,  Cassio, 
Was  my  dear  friend :  "What  malice  was  between  you  ? 

Cos.  None  in  the  world ;  nor  do  I  know  the  man. 

lago  [fo  Bianca].  "What,  look  you  pale?— O,  bear  him  out 
o'  the  air.  [C-ASSIO  a»d  Rodeeigo  are  borne  off. 

Stay  you,  good  gentlemen  : — Look  you  pale,  mistress  ? 
Do  you  perceive  the  gastness  of  her  eye  ? — 
Nay,  if  you  stare,  wc  shall  hear  more  au(m : — 
Behold  her  well ;  I  pray  you,  look  upon  her ; 
Do  you  see,  gentlemen  ?  nay,  guiltiness  will  speak, 
Though  tongues  were  out  of  use. 

Enter  Emilia. 

Jimil.  'Las,  what's  the  matter ;  what's  <^he  matter,  husband  ? 

lago.  Cassio  hath  here  been  set  on  ir.  the  dark. 
By  lioderigo,  and  fellows  that  are  scaped ; 
He's  almost  slain,  and  Roderigo  dead. 

£mil.  Alas,  good  gentleman  !  alas,  good  Cassio  ! 

lago.  This  is  the  fruit  of  whoring. — IVythee,  Emilia, 
Go  know  of  Cassio  where  he  supp'd  to-night : — 
AVhat,  do  you  shake  at  that  ? 

Sian.  He  supp'd  at  my  house,  but  I  therefore  shake  not. 

lago.  O,  did  he  so  ?    I  char'ie  you,  go  with  nie. 

JEmil.  Fie,  fie  upon  thee,  strumpet ! 

Sian.  I  am  no  strumpet ;  but  of  life  as  honest. 
As  you  that  thus  abuse  me. 

JSmiL  As  I  ?  fob  !  fie  upon  thee  ! 

lago.  Kind  gentlemen,  let's  go  see  poor  Cassio  dres>"d : — 
Come,  mistress,  you  must  tell  us  another  tale. —  : 

Emiha,  run  you  to  the  citadel. 
And  tell  my  lord  and  lady  what  has  happ'd. — 
Will  you  go  on,  I  pray  ?— This  is  the  nigbt,  [Aside. 

That  either  makes  me,  or  fordoes*  me  quite.  [Exeunt, 
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SCENJS  II.— A  Bedchamber:   DesdemONA  in  led  asleep. — 
A  light  burning. 

Enter  OTHELLO. 

0th.  It  Ls  the  cause,  it  is  the  cause,  my  soul, — 
Let  me  not  name  it  to  you,  you  chaste  stars ! — 
It  is  the  cause. — Yet  I'll  not  shed  her  blood ; 
Nor  scar  that  whiter  skin  of  hers  than  snow. 
And  smooth  as  monumental  alabaster.         iTaJces  off  Ms  svoord. 
Yet  she  must  die,  else  she'll  betray  more  men. 
Put  out  the  light,  and  then  put  out  the  light  :* 
If  I  quench  thee,  thou  flaming  minister, 
I  can  again  thy  former  hght  restore. 
Should  I  repent  me : — but  once  put  out  thine, 
Thou  cunning'st  pattern  of  excelling  nature, 
I  know  not  w'here  is  that  Promethean  heat. 
That  can  thy  light  relume.    When  I  have  pluck'd  thy  rose, 
I  cannot  give  it  vital  life  again. 
It  needs  must  wither : — I'll  smell  it  on  the  tree. —    [Kissing  her. 

0  balmy  breath,  that  dost  almost  persuade 
Justice  to  break  her  sword  ! — One  more,  one  more. — 
Be  thus  when  thou  art  dead,  and  I  will  kill  thee. 
And  love  thee  after :— One  more,  and  this  the  last : 
So  sweet  was  ne'er  so  fatal.    I  must  weep. 

But  they  are  cruel  tears :  This  sorrow 's  neavenly ; 
It  strikes,  where  it  doth  love. — She  wakes — 

Des.  Who's  there?  Othello? 

0th.  Ay,  Desdemona. 

Des.  Will  you  come  to  bed^  my  lord  ? 

0th.  Have  you  pray'd  to-night,  Desdemona  ? 

Des.  A}',  my  lord. 

0th.  If  you  bethink  yourself  of  any  crime. 
Unreconciled  as  yet  to  heaven  and  grace, 
Solicit  for  it  straight. 

Des.  Alas,  my  lord,  what  mav  you  mean  by  that? 

0th.  Well,  do  it,  and  be  brief:  I  will  walk  by : 

1  would  not  kill  thy  unpreparea  spirit ; 

No, — Heaven  for  fend  !t — I  would  not  kill  thy  souL 

Des.  Talk  you  of  kiUing  ? 

0th.  Ay,  I  do. 

Des.  Then,  heaven. 
Have  mercy  on  me  ! 

0th.  Amen,  with  all  my  heart ! 

Des.  If  you  say  so,  I  hope  you  will  not  kill  me. 

0th.  Humph ! 

Des.  And  yet  I  fear  you :  for  you  are  fatal  then. 
When  your  eyes  roll  so :  Why  I  should  fear,  I  know  not, 
Since  guiltiness  I  know  not ;  but  yet,  I  feel  I  fear. 

0th.  Think  on  thy  sins. 

Des.  They  are  loves  I  bear  to  you. 

Oih.  Ay,  and  for  that  thou  diest. 

*  I.  e.  of  life.  t  Forbid, 
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Des.  That  death 's  unnatural,  that  kills  for  loving. — 
Alas,  why  gnaw  you  so  your  nether  lip  ? 
Some  bloody  passion  shakes  your  very  frame  : 
These  are  portents  ;  but  yet,  I  hope,  I  hope. 
They  do  not  point  on  me. 

0th.  Peace,  and  be  still ! 

I>es.  I  will  so :  What's  the  matter  ? 

0th.  That  handkerchief,  which  I  so  loved,  and  gave  thee, 
Thou  gav'st  to  Cassio. 

Des.  No,  by  my  life  and  soul ; 
Send  for  the  man,  and  ask  him. 

0th.  Sweet  soul,  take  heed. 
Take  heed  of  perjury ;  thou'rt  on  thy  death-bed. 

I>es.  Ay,  but  not  yet  to  die. 

0th.  Yes,  presently : 
Therefore  confess  thee  freely  of  thy  sin ; 
For  to  deny  each  article  with  oath. 
Cannot  remove,  nor  choke,  the  strong  conception. 
That  I  do  groan  withal.    Thou  are  to  die. 

Des.  Then,  Lord  have  mercy  on  me  ! 

0th.  I  say,  amen. 

Des.  And  have  you  mercy  too  ! — I  never  did 
Offend  you  in  my  life :  never  loved  Cassio, 
But  with  such  general  warranty  of  heaven 
As  I  might  love :  I  never  gave  him  token. 

0th.  By  heaven,  I  saw  my  handkerchief  in  his  hand. 

0  perjured  woman  !  thou  dost  stone  my  heart, 
And  mak'st  me  call,  what  I  intend  to  do, — 

A  murder,  which  I  thought  a  sacrifice  :* 

1  saw  the  nandkerchief 
Des.  He  found  it  then  ; 

I  never  gave  it  him : — Send  for  him  hither. 
And  let  him  confess  a  truth. 

0th.  He  hath  confess'd. 

Des.  What,  my  lord  ? 

0th.  That  he  hath — used  thee. 

Des.  How?  unlawfully? 

0th.  Ay. 

Des.  He'll  not  say  so. 

0th.  No,  hie  mouth  is  stopp'd  ; 
Honest  lago  hath  ta'en  order  for't.t 

Des.  My  fear  interprets  then, — What,  is  he  dead  ? 

Oih.  Had  all  his  hairs  been  lives,  my  great  revenge 
Had  stomach  for  them  all. 

Des.  Alas  !  he  is  betray'd,  and  I  undone. 

0th.  Out,  strumpet !     Weep'st  thou  for  him  to  my  face  ? 

De.9.  O,  banish  me,  my  lord,  kill  me  not. 

0th.  Down,  strumpet ! 

Des.  Kill  me  to-morrow,  let  me  live  to-night. 

0th.  Nay,  if  you  strive, 

Des.  But  half  an  hour. 

*  A  sacrifice  atoning  for  thy  crime.  f  f^^  taken  measures. 
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Ulh.  Being  done, 
There  is  no  pause. 

Des.  But  wliile  I  say  one  prayer. 

0th.  It  is  too  late.  [.He  smothers  her. 

Emil.  \_ivithin\ .  My  lord,  my  lord  !  what,  ho !  my  lord !  my  lord ! 

0th.  What  noise  is  this  ? — Not  dead  ?  not  yet  quite  dead  ? 
I,  that  am  cruel,  am  yet  merciful ; 
I  would  not  have  thee  linger  in  thy  pain. — 
So.  so. 

Emil.  [vnthiii].  What  ho  !  my  lord,  my  lord  ! 

0th.  Who's  there  ? 

Emil.  [within'^  O,  good  my  lord,  I  would  speak  a  word  with  you. 

0th.  Yes ; — 'tis  Emilia : — by-and-by. — She's  dead. 
'Tis  like  she  comes  to  speak  of  Cassio's  death : 
Tho  noise  was  high. — Ha !  no  more  moving  ? 
Slill  a.-;  the  grave.    Shall  she  come  in  ?     Were't  good  ? 
1  think,  she  stirs  again : — No. — AVhat's  the  best ';! 
It"  she  come  in,  she'll  sure  speak  to  my  wile  : 
My  wife  !  my  wife !  what  wife  ? — I  have  no  wife : 
< ),  insupportable  !    O  heavy  hour ! 
Methinks  it  should  be  now  a  huge  eclipse 
Of  sun  and  moon ;  and  that  the  allrighted  globe 
Should  yawn  at  alteration. 

Emil.  [within].  I  do  beseech  you  I  may  speak  with  you, 
O,  good  my  lord. 

(Jth.  I  had  forgot  thee :  O,  come  in,  Emilia : — 
Soft, — by-and-by  : — Let  me  the  curtains  draw. — 
^\'here  art  thou  ?    What's  the  matter  with  thee  iiow  ? 

[  Unlocks  the  door^ 
Enter  EMILIA. 

liniil.  O,  good  my  lord,  yonder 's  foul  murder  done. 

0th.  What?  now? 

Emil.  But  now,  my  lord. 

0th.  It  is  the  very  error  of  the  moon ; 
She  comes  more  near  the  earth  than  she  was  wont ; 
And  makes  men  mad. 

Emil.  Ca,«sic),  my  lord,  has  kill'd  a  young  Venetian, 
Call'd — Roderigo. 

Oth.  Roderigo  kill'd ! 
And  Cassio  kill'd? 

Emil.  No,  Ca.ssio  is  not  kill'd. 

Oth.  Not  Ca.«sio  killed  ?    Then  murder 's  out  of  tune, 
And  sweet  revenge  grows  harsh. 

Des.  O,  falsely,  falsely  murder'd  ! 

Emil.  Alas  I  wliat  cry  is  that  ? 

Oth.  That!  what? 

Emil.  Out,  and  alas  !  that  Avas  my  lady's  voice  : — 
Help  1  help,  ho !  help  ! — O  lady,  speak  again  ! 
Sweet  Desdemona  !    O,  sweet  mistress,  speak ! 

Ees.  A  guiltless  death  I  die. 

Emil.  O,  who  hath  done 
This  deed  ? 

2  K  2 
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Des.  Nobody  ;  I  myself ;  farewell : 
Commeiid  nie  to  my  kind  lord  ;  0,  farewell.  [Uies. 

0th.  Why,  how  should  she  be  murder'd  ? 

Emit.  Alas,  who  knows  ? 

0th.  You  heard  her  say  herself,  it  was  not  I. 

Emil.  She  said  so ;  I  must  needs  report  the  truth. 

0th.  She's,  like  a  liar,  gone  to  burning  hell ; 
'Twas  I  that  kill'd  her. 

Emil.  O,  the  more  angel  she, 
And  you  the  blacker  devil ! 

0th.  She  turn'd  to  folly,*  and  she  was  a  whore. 

Emil.  Tliou  dost  belie  her,  and  thou  art  a  devil. 

Oth.  She  ^va.s  false  a.s  water. 

Emil.  Thou  art  rash  as  fire,  to  say 
That  she  was  false  ;  O,  she  was  heavenly  true  ! 

Oth.  Cassio  did  tup  her  ;  ask  thy  husband  else. 
O,  I  were  damn'd  beneath  all  depth  in  hell, 
Hut  that  I  did  proceed  upon  just  grounds 
To  this  extremity;  Thy  husband  knew  it  all, 

Emil.  My  husband? 

Oth.  Thy  husband. 

Emil.  That  she  was  false  to  wedlock  ? 

Oth.  Ay,  with  Cassio. 
Nay,  had  she  been  true, 

If  heaven  would  make  me  such  another  world 
Of  one  entire  and  perfect  chrysolite, 
I'd  not  have  sold  her  for  it. 

Emit.  'Sly  husband  ? 

Oth.  Ay,  'twas  he  that  told  me  first ; 
An  honest  man  he  is,  and  hates  the  slime 
That  sticks  on  tilthy  deeds. 

Emil.  ily  husband  ? 

Oth.  What  needs  this  iterance,  woman  ?  T  say,  thy  husband. 

Emil.  O  mistress,  villany  hath  made  mocks  \^•ith  love ! — 
]My  husband  say,  that  she  was  false  ? 

Oth.  He,  woman; 
I  say,  thy  husband  :  Dost  understand  the  word? 
My  friend,  thy  husband,  honest,  honest  lago. 

Emil.  If  he  say  so,  may  his  pernicious  soul 
Hot  half  a  grain  a  day  !  he  lies  to  the  heart ; 
She  was  too  fond  of  her  most  filthy  bargain. 

Oth.  Ha! 

Emil.  Do  thy  worst 
This  deed  of  thine  is  no  more  worthy  heaven. 
Than  tliou  wast  worthy  her. 

Oth.  Peace,  you  were  best. 

Emit.  Thou  hast  not  half  the  power  to  do  me  harm, 
As  I  have  to  be  hurt.    O  gull !  O  dolt ! 
As  ignorant  as  dirt !  thou  hast  done  a  deed,— 
I  care  not  for  thy  sword;  I'll  make  thee  known. 
Though  I  lost  twenty  lives  : — Help  !  help  !  ho  I  help  ! 
The  Moor  has  kill'd  my  mistress ;  Murder  !  murder ! 
*  Depravity. 
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Enier  MoNTANO,  Gn.iTlANO,  and  Iago. 

3Ion.  What  is  the  matter  ? — How  now,  general  ? 

Emil.  O,  are  you  come,  Iago  ?  you  have  done  well, 
That  men  must  lay  their  murders  on  your  neck. 

Ora.  What  is  the  matter  ? 

Emil.  Disprove  this  villain,  if  thou  be'st  a  man : 
He  says,  thou  told'st  him  that  his  wife  was  false : 
I  know,  thou  didst  not,  thou'rt  not  such  a  villain  ; 
Speak,  for  my  heart  is  full. 

Iago.  I  told  him  what  1  thought ;  and  told  no  more 
Than  what  he  found  himself  was  apt  and  true. 

Emil.  But  did  you  ever  tell  him,  she  was  false  ? 

Iago.  I  did. 

Emil.  You  told  a  lie ;  an  odious,  damned  lie  ; 
Upon  ray  soul,  a  lie ;  a  \\icked  lie  : — 
She  false  with  Cassio  ? — Did  you  say  with  Cassio? 

Iago.  With  Cassio,  mistress ;  Go  to,  charm  ycur  tongue. 

Emil.  I  will  not  charm  my  tongue ;  I  am  bound  to  speak  ; 
My  mistress  here  lies  murder'd  in  her  bed. 

All.  O  heavens  forfend!* 

Emil.  And  your  reports  have  set  the  murder  on. 

0th.  Nay,  stare  not,  masters ;  it  is  true,  indeed. 

Gra.  'Tis  a  strange  truth. 

Mon.  0  monstrous  act ! 

Emil.  Villany,  villany,  villany  ! 
I  think  upon't, — I  think, — I  smell't ; — O  villany  ! 
I  thought  so  then  ;  I'll  kill  myself  for  grief. — 

0  villany,  villany  ! 

Iago.  "What,  are  you  mad  ?  I  charge  you,  get  you  home. 

Emil.  Good  gentlemen,  let  me  have  leave  to  speak; 
'Tis  proper  I  obey  him,  but  not  now : — 
Perchance,  Iago,  I  will  ne'er  go  home. 

0th.  O  !  O  !  0  !  {Hanging  over  his  ivife. 

Emil.  Kay,  lay  thee  down  and  roar  ; 
For  thou  hast  kill'd  the  sweetest  innocent, 
That  e'er  did  lift  up  eye. 

0th.  O,  she  was  foul  !  [JRlsing. 

1  scarce  did  know  you,  uncle :  There  lies  your  niece. 
Whose  breath,  indeed,  these  hands  have  newly  stojijiM  : 
I  know,  this  act  shows  horrible  and  grim. 

Gra.  Poor  Desdemoua  !  1  am  glad  thy  father  's  dead; 
Thy  match  was  mortal  to  him,  and  pure  griel' 
Shore  his  old  thread  in  twain  :  did  he  live  u:>w, 
'J'his  sight  would  make  him  do  a  desi)erate  turn, 
i'ea,  curse  his  better  angel  from  his  side. 
And  fall  to  reiJi-obation. 

0th.  'Tis  i)itiful :  but  yet  Iago  knows. 
That  she  with  Cassio  hath  the  act  of  shame 
A  thousand  times  committed ;  Cassio  confess'd  it  : 
And  she  did  gratify  liis  amorous  works 
With  that  recognizance  and  i)ledge  of  love 
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Which  I  first  gave  her ;  I  saw  it  in  his  hand ; 
It  was  a  handkerchief,  an  antique  token 
My  father  gave  my  mother. 
Emit.  O  heaven  !  O  heavenly  powers ! 
lago.  Come,  hold  your  peace. 

JEmil.  'Twill  out,  'twill  out ;— I  hold  my  peace,  Sir  ?  no ; 
No,  I  will  speak  as  liberal  *  as  the  air ; 
Let  heaven,  and  men,  and  devils,  let  them  all. 
All,  all,  cry  shame  against  me,  yet  I'll  speak. 
Ia(io.  Ee  wise,  and  get  you  home. 

Emit.  I  will  not.  [IaGO  offers  to  stah  hit  Wife. 

Ora.  Fie ! 
Your  sword  upon  a  woman  ? 

Emit.  O  thou  dull  ^Moor !  that  handkerchief  thou  speak'st  of 
I  found  by  fortune,  and  did  give  my  husband ; 
For  often,  with  a  solemn  earnestness 
(More  than,  indeed,  belonged  to  such  a  trifle). 
He  bogg'd  of  me  to  steal  it. 
logo.  Villanous  whore ! 

Emil.  She  gave  it  Cassio  !  no,  alas ;  1  found  it, 
And  I  did  give 't  my  husband. 
lago.  Filth,  thou  liest. 

Emil.  By  heaven,  I  do  not ;  I  do  not,  gentlemen ; 
O  murd'rous  coxcomb  !  what  sliould  such  a  fool 
Do  with  so  good  a  wife  ?  [I ago  stabs  Emilia,  then  runs  out. 

Oih.  Are  there  no  stones  in  heaven. 
But  what  serve  for  the  thunder  ? — Precious  villain  ! 
Gra.  The  woman  falls,  sure  ho  has  kill'dhis  wife. 
Emil.  Ay,  ay ;  0,  lay  me  by  my  mistress'  side  ! 
Gra.  He's  gone,  but  his  wife 's  kill'd. 
Mon.  'Tis  a  notorious  villain.    Take  yon  this  weapon, 
Wiiich  I  have  here  recover'd  from  tlie  ]Moor. 
Come,  guard  the  door  without ;  let  him  not  iiass. 
But  kill  him  rather;  I'll  after  that  same  villain, 
For  'tis  a  damned  slave.  [Exeimt  Moxta^'o  and  Guatiano. 

Olh.  I  am  not  valiant  neither. 
But  every  i)uny  whipster  gets  my  sword  • — 
But  why  should  honour  outlive  honesty  ? 
Let  it  go  all. 

Emit.  AV'hat  did  thy  song  bode,  lady  ? 
Hark,  canst  thou  hear  me?  I  will  play  the  swan, 
And  die  in  music  ; —  Witloiv,  tciltoiv,  tvilhiw. — 
Moor,  she  was  chaste  ;  she  loved  thee,  cruel  Moor; 
So  come  my  soul  to  bliss  as  I  speak  true  : 
So  speaking  as  I  think.  I  die, — I  die.  [Ti;e>i. 

0th.  I  have  another  weapon  in  this  chamber. 
It  is  a  sword  of  Spain,  the  ice-brook's  temper  ;t — 
O,  here  it  is: — Uncle,  I  must  come  forth. 

Gra.  \_within~\.  If  thou  attempt  it,  it  will  cost  thee  dear; 
Thou  hast  no  weapon,  and  perforce  must  suffer. 

Olh.  Look  in  upon  me  then,  and  speak  with  me, 
Or,  naked  as  I  am,  I  will  assault  thee. 

*  Free.  t  Hardened  by  being  put  red-hot  into  very  cold  water. 
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Re-enter  Geatiano. 

Cha.  TThat's  the  matter  ? 

0th.  Behold,  I  have  a  weapon ; 
A  better  never  did  itself  sustain 
Upon  a  soldier's  thigh :  I  have  -seen  the  day, 
That,  with  this  little  arm,  and  this  good  sword, 
1  have  made  my  way  through  more  impediments 
Than  twenty  times  your  stop  : — But,  O  vain  boast ! 
"Who  can  control  his  fate  ?  'tis  not  so  now.  — 
Be  not  afraid,  though  you  do  see  me  weapou'd ; 
Here  is  my  journey's  end,  here  is  my  butt, 
And  very  sea-mark  of  my  utmost  sail. 
Do  you  go  back  dismay'd  ?  'tis  a  lost  fear ; 
Man  but  a  rush  against  Othello's  breast, 
And  he  retires  : — Where  should  Othello  go  ? — 
Now,  how  dost  thou  look  now  ?  O  ill-starr'd  wench  ! 
Pale  as  thy  smock !  when  we  shall  meet  at  compt,* 
This  lo.ok  of  thine  will  hurl  my  soul  from  heaven, 
And  fiends  will  snatch  at  it.    Cold,  cold,  my  girl  ? 
Even  like  thy  chastity. — 
O  cursed,  cursed  slave  ! — Whip  me,  ye  devils. 
From  the  possession  of  this  heavenly  sight ! 
JJlow  me  about  in  winds ;  roast  me  in  sulplmr ! 
Wiish  me  in  steep-down  gulfs  of  liquid  fire  ! — 
O  Desdcmona !  Desdemona !  dead  ? 
Dead?  O!  O!  O! 
Enter  LoDOTiCO,  !Montano,  Cassio,  carried  in  a  Chair,  and 
Officers  with  Iago,  prisoner, 

Lod.  Wlicre  is  this  rash  and  most  unfortunate  man  ? 

0th.  That's  he,  that  was  Othello ;  here  I  am. 

Lod.  Whore  is  that  viper  ?  bring  the  villain  forth, 

Olh.  I  look  down  towards  his  feet:t — but  that's  a  fable: 
If  that  thou  be'st  a  devil,  I  cannot  kill  thee. 

[Othello  wounds  Iago. 

Lod.  Wrench  his  sword  from  him. 

Iago.  I  bleed,  Sir;  but  not  kill'd. 

0th.  I  am  not  sorry  neither ;  I'd  have  thee  live ; 
For,  in  my  sense,  'tis  happiness  to  die. 

Lod.  O  thou  Othello,  that  was  once  so  good, 
Fallen  in  the  practice :t  of  a  cursed  slave, 
What  shall  be  said  to  thee  ? 

Olh.  Why,  anything: 
An  honourable  murderer,  if  j^ou  will; 
For  nouttht  I  did  in  hate,  but  all  in  honour. 

Lod.  This  wretch  hath  in  part  confess'd  his  villany  : 
Did  you  and  he  consent  in  Cassio's  death  ? 

Ofti.  Ay. 

Cas.  Dear  general,  I  never  gave  you  cause. 

0th.  I  do  believe  it,  and  I  ask  your  pardon. 
W'ill  you,  I  pray  you,  demand  that  demi-devil. 
Why  he  hath  thus  ensnared  my  soul  and  body  ? 

*  Account.  t  To  see  if  his  feet  be  cloven.  }  By  the  stratagrem. 
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lago.  Demand  me  nothing :  What  you  know,  you  know : 
Yrom  this  time  forth  I  never  will  speak  word. 

Lod.  What  ?  not  to  pray  ? 

Qra.  Torments  will  ope  your  lips. 

0th.  Well,  thou  dost  best. 

Lod.  Sir,  you  shall  understand  what  hath  befiill'n, 
Which,  as  I  think,  j^ou  know  not :  Here  is  a  letter, 
Found  in  the  pocket  of  the  slain  iLoderigo  ; 
And  here,  another :  the  one  of  them  imports 
The  death  of  Cassio  to  be  undertook 
By  Roderigo. 

0th.  O  villain  ! 

Cos.  Most  heathenish,  and  most  gross ! 

Lod.  Now  here's  anotlaer  discontented  paper, 
Pound  in  his  pocket  too ;  and  this,  it  seems, 
Hoderigo  meant  to  have  sent  this  damned  villain ; 
]5ut  that,  belike,  lago  in  the  interim 
Came  in  and  satisfied  him. 

0th.  O  the  pernicious  caitiff! — 
How  came  you,  Cassio,  by  that  handkerchief 
That  was  my  wife's  ? 

Cas.  I  found  it  in  my  chamber : 
And  he  himself  confess'd,  but  even  now, 
That  there  he  dropp'd  it,  for  a  special  purpose. 
Which  wrought  to  his  desire. 

0th.  O  fool !  fool !  fool ! 

Cas.  There  is,  besides,  in  Roderigo's  letter, — 
How  he  upbraids  lago,  that  ho  made  hiiu 
Brave  me  on  the  watch;  whereon  it  came 
That  I  was  cast :  and  even  but  now  he  spake, 
After  long  seennng  dead, — lago  hurt  him, 
lago  set  him  on. 

Lod.  You  must  forsake  this  room,  and  go  with  us ; 
Your  power  and  your  command  is  taken  olf, 
And  Cassio  rules  in  Cyprus.    Por  tliis  slave, — 
If  there  be  any  cunning  cruelty, 
That  can  torment  him  much,  and  hold  him  long. 
It  shall  be  his:  You  shall  close  prisoner  i<jst. 
Till  that  the  nature  of  your  fault  be  known 
To  the  Venetian  state : — Come,  bring  him  av>'ay. 

0th.  Soft  you;  a  word  or  two.  before  you  go. 
I  have  done  the  state  some  service,  and  they  know  it; 
No  more  of  that: — I  pray  you,  in  your  letters, 
W^hen  you  shall  these  unlucky  deeds  relate, 
Speak  of  me  as  I  am ;  nothing  extenuate, 
Nor  set  down  aught  in  malice  :  then  nnist  you  speak 
Of  one,  that  loved  not  wisely,  but  too  well ; 
Of  one,  not  easily  jealous,  but,  being  wrought, 
Perplex'd  in  the  extreme  ;  of  one,  whose  hand. 
Like  the  base  Indian,  threw  a  pearl  away, 
Iliclier  than  all  his  tribe;  of  one,  whose  subdued  eyes, 
Albeit  unused  to  the  melting  mood. 
Drop  tears  as  fast  as  the  Arabian  trees 
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Their  medicinal  gum  :    Set  you  down  this : 

And  say,  besides, — tliat  in  Aleppo  once, 

Where  a  malignant  and  a  turban'd  Turk 

Eeat  a  Venetian,  and  traduced  the  state, 

I  took  by  the  throat  the  circumcised  dog. 

And  smote  him — thus.  l_Stabs  himself. 

Loci.  O  bloody  period  ! 

Gra.  All,  that's  spoke,  is  marr'd. 

0th.  I  kiss'd  thee,  ere  I  ki"'d  thee ; — No  way  but  this. 

[Falling  upon  Desdemona. 
Killing  myself,  to  die  upon  a  kiss.  'ilJies. 

Cos.  This  did  I  fear,  but  thought  he  had  no  weapon  ; 
For  he  was  great  of  heart. 

Lod.  O  Spartan  dog, 
!M()re  fell  than  anguish,  hunger,  or  the  sea ! 
Look  on  the  tragic  loading  of  this  bed ;  \_To  IagO. 

This  is  thy  work  :  the  object  poisons  sight ; — 
Ijct  it  be  hid. — Gratiano,  keep  the  house. 
And  seize  upon  the  fortunes  of  the  Moor, 
For  they  succeed  to  you. — To  you,  lord  governor, 
Remains  the  censure*  of  this  hellish  villain  ; 
The  time,  the  place,  the  torture, — 0  enforce  it! 
Myself  will  straight  aboard  ;  and,  to  the  state, 
This  heavy  aft  with  heavy  heart  relate.  [_Exeunt, 

*  Jvidgment. 
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